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INTRODUCTION. 



The only printed edition of these valuable records of a past age is in four quarto volumes, 
edited and published by Sir John Fenn, two volumes in 1787, and two others in 1789 ; together 
with a fifth, prepared by him for publication, but not published till 1823, many years after his 
death, by his nephew, William Frere, Master of Downing College, Cambridge. This last volume 
contains letters of the dates of Edward IV., Edward V., Richar4 III., and Hftiry VII. The letters 
in each publication are arranged in a separate chronological series, although many of them refer 
to the same periods. This edition is of course far too expensive for the great mass of readers ; the 
cost of a copy is eight guineas, and it is troublesome to follow the proper order of succession 
under such an arrangement. This has occasioned the present attempt to make such valuable 
matter more accessible, by reprinting the volumes in a cheap form, and in a more regular order, 
abridging some of the letters which are either of little importance or repetitions of what is con- 
tained in others, or relating to uncontested and well-known historical events involving no mat- 
ters of peculiar or personal interest; but wherever we have deemed it right to abridge or abstract 
we have in every case preserved as much of the original form and language as possible. In 
the original edition two forms of the letters are given, one an exact transcript of the letters 
themselves in the old and very variable and therefore difficult orthography ; and the other, 
which we have followed, with the orthography modernised, but no liberty has been taken, with- 
out notice, of either the words or their arrangement. 

In a recent number of the * Edinburgh Review,' in an article reviewing Mr. Tytler's work 
' England under the reigns of Edward VI. and Mary,' in which were introduced nlany histo- 
rical documents and private letters of the period, it was contended that such a work could not 
be popular, nor deserved to be so. The reviewer argued, that general readers could not be ex- 
pected to take the pains or feel sufficient interest to examine into details ; and in the few cases 
where they did, they should themselves have recourse to the originals ; for selections, copied at 
the risk of error in transcription, and modernised in the spelling, were likely to convey false 
impressions frequently of the facts related, and still more frequently of the modes of thought 
and expression used by our ancestors. 

We believe the opinions here expressed are held, or rather acted upon, by many who recoil 
from the idea of reading " historical documents " as they would from reading a modem act of 
parliament for a railroad or an inclosure. But the objections of the reviewer, if valid, would 
shut out the public entirely from any knowledge of these interesting pictures of our earlier 
history ; for many of the collections of MSS. are not accessible to the public, and few or none 
could read them on account of the difficulties arising from the hand-writing, he contractions, 
and the ever-varying orthography. Fenn has in a subsequent paragraph given an answer to 
most of the ifems ; but the only part of the objection of any weight — ^that history cannot be taught 
in this way — does not apply to this work. It is not historical, though occasionally touching 
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on public matters, but domestic ; and it cannot but be pleasing to mark bow tbe pasBiom^ 
feelings, modes of thought, and prejudices are acted upon by the political situation, institatiooi^ 
and education of the age in which the writers lived. The * Original Letters written duniif 
the reigns of Henry VI., Edward IV., and Richard I IX.,' are not those of statesmen or meiie 
politicians, but of men and women occasionally of course mixed up with public afiairs, bat 
treating of them only as affecting their private interest '' The artless writers of these letten^** 
says Sir John Fenn, the editor of these papers, *' here communicate their private affiun^ or 
relate the reports of the day ; they tell their tale in the plain and uncouth phrase of the time; 
they aim not at shining by art or eloquence, and bespeak credit by total carelessness of como- 
tion and ornament."* ^ Indeed we have probably in no books so detailed and wholly uiqm- 
judiced a description as in these of the national domestic and social manners and modot of 
action and thought^ together with the semi-public relations of the people, which, too mimrfB 
for the notice of history, are even on that account the more popularly interesting, developiiif 
as they do the feelings and state of [the most numerous classes in the country, and ezplainonf 
and illumining incidentally much of the cause and course of many historical events. In 
many of these letters we see, or think we see, much of the peculiar principles which have dis- 
tinguished US as a nation both before and since their date, and which, constantly instilled^ 
have been constantly perpetuated: — untiring activity, indomitable resolution, and codlideiit 
self-reliance, tmited to a full sense of the power and advantages of co-operation, producing a 
willingness to submit to the most implicit subordination for the attainment of a desired object, 
provided that object is kept steadily in view ; and a readiness, if left alone, to act alone. In tlus 
collection we see how mothers thought there were things more to be dreaded for their sons than 
death ; who **had leu (rather) they wer fayr beryed than lost for defaute ;" and it was douH- 
less from such sources that our forefathers were enabled to show " the mettle of their pasture^** 
and that they " were worth their breeding," alike in the bloody conflicts of Agincourt, TraM- 
gar, or Waterloo, and in the civil contests of the time here spoken of, as in the more peaceable 
but not less arduous struggles for freedom in the houses of parliament and the courts of law. 
There was then as now the strong practical common sense, sometimes expressed, we hope and 
believe, more harshly in words than in acts. For although in the letters every marriage is 
made to rest upon the sole basis of property, we have little doubt that then, as now, this was 
only pursued in part so &r as to ensure independence and comfort, and that the feelings of the 
parties were rarely if ever violated : although law-suits were prosecuted with great eagerness, 
and in cases of disputed title, with great violence, and all parties complain of delay, and 
injustice, and oppression, and corruption, yet the complaints seem generally to be, as now, the 
common language of all litigants, particularly of defeated ones : although men here avowedly 
change their political sides because they think they shall benefit themselves thereby, and seem 
more openly to consult prudence than principle, yet on the whole they seem as now to make 
their interests and principles usually to agree, and ihe letters being confidential, may account 
for the occasional openness and bluntness of expression. 

It may be remarked that these letters afford little direct information as to the means of in- 
ternal communication. Journeys appear to have been made usually on horseback and written 
communications were sent either by special messengers, or entrusted to persons about to travel, 

> Original Edit. vol. i. p. xv. 



INTRODUCnOK. 



XT 



letten being &en immediately written in hagte to laoh acquaintance or friends as might chance 
to reside near to such places as fhe traveller passed, or to which he was ultimately destined. We 
find many allusions in the letters here published to such opportunities baring been embraoed. 
Great care, however, seems to have been taken to preserve the integrity of the letter. It wat 
carefully folded, and fastened at the end by a sort of paper strap, upon which the seal was 
affixed; and >imder the seal a string, a silk thread, or even a straw was frequently placed 
running around the letter. We give below a specimen, reduced in siie, of the manner in which 
letters were folded and sealed; and many of the seals, selected from 'those given by Fenn,;ae 
introduced at the end of the letters to which they were attached, — an arrangement we have 
thought more satisfactory than giving them in one or two pages of plates ; — 
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The limited means of communication must have operated much to the domestic dis- 
comfort of the time. It appears to have been a matter of course that a man leaving his home, 
whether on business or pleasure, must leave his family behind him, and that even a settled 
occupation in the capital, whtee the individuals had estates, interests, and connexions in 
the country, as in the case of the Fastens, Jenney and others, could not overcome the difficulties 
and inconveniences arising from a want of facility of movement and intercourse. We learn 
that there were carriers, but we are not told how their joumeyings were regulated, but probably 
not on fixed days, or to any one appointed place, but depending on their getting a remunerating 
load, and going rather to a district than any one place. There can be little doubt that they 
were also letter-carriers, as it would form a light and profitable addition to their business. It 
is curious to observe how the profit thus arising from the conveyance of matters at once im- 
portant from their contents, yet of small bulk, should have ultimately led to the establishment 
of a post-office ; while at a more recent period, when the post-office income formed a material 
item in the national revenue, it was found that the carrier still retained so large a part of 
this business, even in defiance of law, as to form a material part of the case justifying the re- 
duction of the postage rate to so small a sum as a penny. 

As of course all the value of such a collection depends on its authenticity, we shall quote 
as much as may be necessary from Sir John Fenn's own account of them in his introduction to 
the first volume. 

'' It will now be necessary to satisfy the reader of the authenticity of the letters here laid 
before him, by presenting him with a pedigree of their descent, accompanied with such ob- 
servations as have arisen in the mind of the editor, firom an accurate examination of every one 
of them. 
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'< These letters were most of tiiem written by, or to particular peraons of liie family ci 
Paston, in Norfolk (who liyed in the reigns of Henry VI., Edward IV., Richard III., and 
Henry VII.), were carefully preserved in that family for several descents, and were finally in the 
possession of the Earl of Yarmouth [their lineal descendants, with whom die male line of the 
family terminated] ; they then became the property of that great collector and antiquary Peter 
le Neve, Esq., Norroy ; from him they devolyed to Mr. Martin, by his marriage . with Mis. le 
Nere, and were a part of his collections purchased by Mr. Worth, from whom, in 1774, tfaej 
came to the editor.'* 

'< The hand'writing in some of the letters is, though black and thick, very true and legible ; 
in others, the decyphering of it has been attended with much trouble and difficulty." 

*' The thought of transcribing [or rather translating] each letter, according to the rules of 
modem orthography and punctuation, arose from a hint which the editor received from an 
antiquary, respectable for his knowledge and publications ; whose opinion was, that many 
would be induced to read these letters, for the sake of the various matter they contain, for Iheir 
style, and for their curiosity, who, not having paid attention to ancient modes of writing and 
abbreviations, would be deterred from attempting such a task, by their uncouth appearance in 
their original garb.'* 

^ In the transcribed letters, except in the spelling and pointing, as little alteration is made 
as was possible ; the turn of expression and phraseology of the original, even where the grammar 
is defective, being preserved. The obsolete words are continued, but the sense is expressed by 
modem words or i^uases, in italics between parentheses.'* We introduce here one of the letters 
in its original orthography, &c., and we select one written by a secretary and signed by a peer 
as a fair specimen, with the copy in the parallel column as it appears in the present edition. 
The autographs added to many of the letters will afford sufficient specimens of the writing of 
the period. 

To the right worthifful and with ail myn herte right entirely-helovid brother , the Fitcotmt 

Beaumont. 



Right worshipful and wt all myn herte right 
entierly beloved brother I recomaunde me to 
▼ou thenking right herteli youre good brother- 
node for youre gode and gentill I'res the whiche 
it hath liked you to sende unto me nowe late 
and like it you to knowe I p'seeve by the 
tenor of the seid I're youre gode desire of 
c'tein dubete that I owe unto you. In gode 
feith brother it is so w^ me at this tyme I have 
but easy stuffe of money w^inne me, for so 
meche as the seison of the yer is not yet 
growen so that I may not plese youre seid gode 
brotherhode as God knoweth my wille and 
entent were to do and I had it. 

Nev'theles and it like you I sende you bi 
my Sonne Stafford an obligacion wherof of 
late tyme I have resceivid part of the dubete 
therinne comp'sid, ihe residue of whiche I 
prai you to resceve bi the seid obligacion and 



Right worshipful, and with all mine heart 
right entirely beloved brother, I recommend 
me to you, tiianking right heartily your good 
brotherhood for your good and gentle letters, 
the which it hath liked you to send unto me 
now late ; and like it you to know, I per- 
ceive, by the tenor of the said letter, your 
good desire of certain debt that I owe unto 
you. 

In good faith, brother, it is so with me at this 
time that I have but easy stuff of money 
within me, for so much as the season of the 
year is not yet grown, so that I may not please 
your said good brotherhood, as God knoweth 
my will and intent were to do and (i/) I had 
it. 

Nevertheless and (if) it like you, I send 
you by my son Stafford an obligation, whereof 
of late time I have received part of the debt 
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that I may have an acquitance jrof and to 
yeve credence unto my seid sonne in such 
thing as he shall say unto you' gode brother- 
hode on my behalve. 

Right worshipfull and w^ all myn herte 
right entirely-belovid brother I beseche the 
blissed Trinite pVve you in honor and 
p'sp'ite. 

Writen at my Castell of Makestok the 
xvij day of Marche. 

Yowre trew and feyfull broder 



therein comprised; the residue of which I 
pray you to receive by the said obligation, 
and that I may have an acquittance thereof, 
and to give credence unto my said son in 
such thing as he shall say unto your good 
brotherhood on my behalf. 

Right worshipful, and with all mine heart 
right entirely-beloved brother, I beseech the 
Blessed Trinity preserve you in honour and 
prosperity. 

Written at my Castle of Makestock, the 
17th day of March. 

Your true and faithful brother, 

H. Buckingham. 



^ 
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Sir John Feim says ; " the paper on which they are written is of different degrees of fineness; 
some sheets being rough, and, what we now call very coarse, while others are perfectly smooth 
and of a much finer texture; these different sorts, however, must have been all of foreign 
manufacture, since the art of paper-making was not introduced into England before the reign 
of Henry VII. ^ 

" The size of the whole sheets of paper varies from ten to twelve inches in length, as the 
writing runs, and from about sixteen to seventeen, or eighteen inches in depth. 
• " The various sizes of the letters themselves are from ten to twelve inches in length, to three, 
six, eight, ten, or twelve inches, or more in depth, according to the quantity of the matter 
written. 

" Most of the letters have been neatly folded up in different shapes, from three to four inches 
in length, and from one and an half to three inches in breadth, having either a hole cut by 
a knife, and a piece of paper put through it ; or threads drawn through by a needle, and 
brought under the seal, by which they were fastened. 

" Many of the seals are so far perfect as to discover the impressions of arms, crests, letters, 
heads, or some other devices ; some of them have likewise a braid of string, or straw twisted 
round the impression, and fixed when the wax was warm. 

" The dates are sometimes, though seldom, fully expressed in the letters, except in some of 
those of particular writers, as Sir John Fastolf and Sir John Paston ; the day of the month only, 
or the saint's name, to whom the day is dedicated, being generally all the date they have. 

" The editor has taken some trouble to supply these defects, and to fix the exact dates of the 
letters from calendars, from some fact mentioned, or other data in the letters themselves, and 
by these means to place the different letters in chronological order. In this his success has in 
a great measure answered his own expectations, and he hopes those of his readers will not be 
disappointed, since they may not be aware how much time and trouble the ascertaining of the 
date of a single letter has sometimes cost him. 

1 Sir John Fenn gives many plates of the paper-marks, bat they offer nothing peculiar or interesting, except 
asthey assist in establishing^ the age of the writing. * b 
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'^ It is proper here to observe, that the date of the year is always supposed to commence on 
the 2dth day of March; aiid that the full dates are always placed at the end of the transcribed 
letters ; where, notwithstanding all the endeavours of the editor, some still remain uncertain as 
to the exact year, &c." 

Sir John Fenn performed his laborious task on the whole with much ability, and his anno* 
tations, identifying and giving an account of the personages writing or mentioned in the letten^ 
are very satisfactory and complete. We have found occasion to differ with his translatirai 
or his explanations on some occasions, but they are few considering the difficulty and labour 
of his undertaking. There is, however, one point upon which we think he errs, and upou 
which he takes every opportunity of dilating ; we mean the barbarity, violence, bloodthirsti- 
ness, and corruption of tiie times. In the notes we have ventured to suggest another and we 
think a juster conclusion, and in corroboration of our view we extract the following passages 
from the * Pictorial History of England.' After the first battle of St. Alban's it is said: — 
'** No acts of vengeance were committed : it was considered that the Somerset faction 
^had suffered sufficiently in the deaths of the lords in the affair of St. Alban's. Not a 
'drop of blood was spilt, nor a single attainder passed." And "there were some essential 
^ints of difference in the civil wars of the two countries ; the objects of the English factions 
mrere loftier and better defined than those of the French parties; they deliberated a long 
time before they drew the sword; and, when they drew it, they wielded it in a more 
manly fashion. Instead of proceeding by surprises and assassinations, sieges of castles and 
paltry skirmishes, — instead of dragging on an indecisive war year after year, harrowing and 
wasting the substance of the poor people, each party collected its forces at once, and hastened 
to try the issue at once in an open field of battle."^ The general jt^norof these letters confirms 
this view ; few or none fell except in battle, or inmiediately afterwards as traitors taken in 
arms against what was called by the victorious party their sovereign, and of those generally 
only the more active and powerful leaders, and it is remarkable how easily the middling and 
Tespectable classes were allowed to get off. After Cade's rebellion the punishments were neither 
^numerous nor bloody ; and even under the harsh and severe reign of Edward IV. only one 
.person of these classes immediately connected with these letters. Sir Thomas Todeuham, suf- 
fered death on the scaffold, and that was for a treasonable correspondence with Queen Margaret 
after the captivity of Henry VI., her expulsion from the kingdom, and the recognition by par- 
liament of Edward IV. as the rightful sovereign. Several were indeed attainted, but appear 
to have been shortly restored, with little damage to their rank or property. Sir John also 
laments over the obstructions to and corruptions of justice. As we have already had occasion 
to remark, these laments are chiefly poured out on the statements of unsuccessful suitors ; but 
considering the turbulence of the times, we are more inclined to wonder at the unimpeded 
course of the laws. The assizes are held regularly. In Letter cxii. we see a bribe offered and 
refused, as also the money offered for services done, the sheriff saying he had none deserved, 
and adding that he would serve J. Paston, for whom the application was made, as far as he well 
might, and that he would endeavour to empannel a fair jury, and this in a period when many 
of what are now fees were considered as presents. Again, in Letter xiv., Sir John Fastolf 
desires Stephen Scrope to tliank his father, one of the judges of the King's Bench, " for the 
rightful favour shown me in the matter of Sir Thomas Todenham." The forms of the courts 

1 Pict. Hist, of Enghnd, vol. ii. p. 93. 
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were not so precisely fixed as at pretent, and there were no doubt opportunities of faroaring 
parties by expediting their causes and in other ways, without materially violating either law 
or justice ; and though some parties might feel aggrieved and complain, we think the irregu- 
larities seldom arose from bribery. In political matters no doubt the judges had their 
prejudices, and the unfixed forms were much oltener, it is probable, wrested to the disad- 
vantage of the persons opposed to them. 

Sir John also asserts the tmdue and dominating powor of the great noblemen of the time 
over the elections of members of parliament. We have endeavoured to show, in our additional 
notes to the letters alluding to these practices, that they do not warrant the conclusion diat 
such influences existed. The leading political noblemen and landowners no doubt used then, 
as now, all the influence they possessed, and their desires may have been expressed in plainer 
language than is used at present, and more direcdy from their own mouths ; but we think it 
clear from their letters that their wishes were often successfully opposed by the freeholders, 
and that still ofbener they were forced to make compromises with each other on the best terms 
they could. That the privilege was not considered with anything like indifference by the 
electors is proved by the passing of two acts in the reign of Henry VI.,^ and we quote an extract 
from Hume to this effect, in order to give at the same time his opinion of the matter : — 

" In the eighth and tenth of this king," says Hume, " laws were enacted, limiting the 
electors to such as were possessed of forty shillings a-year in land, free from all burdens 
within the county." * * * * « The preamble of the statute is remarkable : * Whereas- 
the elections of knights have of late, in many counties of England, been made by outrages and 
excessive numbers of people, many of them of small substance and value, yet pretending to a 
right equal to the best knights and esquires ; whereby manslaughters, riots, batteries, and 
divisions among the gentlemen and other people of the same counties, shall very likely rise and 
be, unless due remedy be provided in this behalf,' &c. We may learn from these expressions, 
what an important matter the election of a member of parliament was now become in England i 
that assembly was beginning in this period to assume great authority ; the Commons had it 
much in their power to enforce the execution of the laws ; and if they failed of success in this 
particular, it proceeded less from any exorbitant power in the crown than from the licentious 
spirit of the aristocracy, and periiaps from the rude education of the age, and their own igno- 
rance of the advantages resulting from a regular administration of justice."* One of the 
letters in this collection gives an account of an election riot, arising from a delay on the part of 
the sheriff in issuing the writ, but which does not appear to have exceeded that of an election 
mob of the present day; some 'battery' perhaps among one another, some broken 
windows, but no manslaughter ncH: any apparent intervention of the nobility. In this same 
reign also the Commens made their importance felt, by interfering against the received theory 
and avowed opinions of the aristocracy that the right of appointing regents and protectors lay 
with them only, in the nomination of the Duke of York as protector for the second time, and 
their assent is formally introduced into the aiet passed to ratify the election of the peers.^ 

But, afler all, the chief interest of tiii« coUection will be foimd in its domestic and social 
character. We see the modes of living, of dress, of educating the sons and daughters of the 

1 Statutes at Lazge» 8 Hen. VI. cap. 7, and 10 Hen. VI. cap. 2. 

3 Hume's Hist, of Ei^land-^remarks at the close of the reign of Henry VI. 

3 Pict. Hist, of England, vol. ii. p. 93. 
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J middling classes ; we are told of the little transactions that enliven or distract the quietude of 
private life, the quarrels with neighbours, the slanders of enemies, of marriages, deaths, the mak- 
ing and executing of wills, and incidentally of the commerce and manufactures of the country. 
We discover that the people were not so priest ridden as has been asserted and believed ; and 
that priests were by no means above the law ; though their superior education and abilities 
made them useful and therefore influential ; and we have a specimen of the style of popular 
preaching. We are shown also the great extent of parental authority, and the lowly and sub- 
missive style used by children to and of their parents, and by the wife to the husband, which will 
not fail to be noticed by the reader ; as also the extreme respect and formality with which all 
correspondents address each other. In all such points we have no record so complete and so 
^satisfactory in any other period of our history. 

W« have now only a few words to add of our share in the present edition. We have carefully 

«iCom])ared the translation with the original transcript, and corrected many inaccuracies of the 

- wrorthy editor silently, where they were of minor importance ; in other cases we have marked 

, our alterations or additions by brackets [ ], or noticed them in the notes. We have retained 

tmofit of Sir John Fenn's annotations, to which we have added such of our own as we have thought 

necessary either for correcting or explaining them, marking these additions also by inclosing 

them in brackets. We have rarely altered his chronological arrangements, as many of the letters 

do not admit of affixing to them a precise date, and where we have done so it is noticed, and 

the reasons given in a note. 

The chronological order of Sir J. Fenn's edition places at the beginning two documents 
both much prior in point of date to any of the succeeding letters, and neither possessing the 

'character of the rest of the collection. The first is, " Articles declaring how the Earl of 
Warwick took the charge of Henry VI. ;" the other is, " A petition against Sir William Paston, 
knight, a judge in the Court of Common Pleas, by W. Dalling." As, however, they are 

"^^both curious, particularly the first mentioned, we have thought it better to append them to this 

"introduction than to print them in the body of the work. 

\0n the back of the parchment on which these articles are transcribed is written ** The requests of the Erie of 
Warwick," and men the following memorandum : " xxix^ die Novemb. A<* nndecimo apud West™ lecti 
fueriit p'ntes Articuli cora Mis iiura subscribentibz et ad eosd™ R'nsiones ibid™ dabanf continue qd infra 
patct, p ntibus Dilis infrascriptis. ' 

Articles declaring how the Earl of Warwick^ took the charge of King Henry FI, 



For the good rule, demeaning, and surety of 
the kings person, and draught of him to 
virtue and cunning (knowledge) and eschewing 
of any thing that might give impeachment or 

» Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, was 
bom in 1380, and, whether we consider him as a 
soldier or statesman, was one of the most consider- 
able personages of his time. In 1408 he visited the 
Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, and on his journey 
thither acquitted himself with the greatest valour at 
tournaments, and other acts of valour in the courts 
of several princes. King Henry V. for his great 
merit appointed him guardian and preceptor to his 
infant son, which appointment upon his death was 
confirmed by parliament. In consequence of this 



let thereto, or cause any charge, default, or 
blame to be laid upon tfie Earl of Warwick 
at any time without his desert, he considering 
that peril and business of his charge about the 

trust he was recalled from France, where he had a 
principal command under the Duke of Bedford, and 
upon that duke's decease, in 1435, he returned 
thither a^in as regent. He died at the castle of 
Rouen in r^ormandy, on the 30th of April, 1439, and 
his body, by his own desire being brought into 
England, was deposited for a time in the collegiate 
church of Warwick, till the sumptuous chapel, which 
he had directed to be built, should be ready for its 
reception. This chapel, together with the magnifi- 
cent tomb of its fottuder, oost 8481/. 4s. I^d. 
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king's person groweth so, that that authority 
and power, given to him before, sufficeth him 
nought without more thereto, desireth there- 
fore these things that follow : — 

1. First, that considering that the charge of 
the rule, demeaning, and governance, and 
also of nurture of &e king's person, resteth 
upon the said earl whilst it shall like the 
king, and the peril, danger, and blame, if any 
lack or default were in any of these, the which 
lack or default might be caused by ungodly 
or un virtuous men, if any such were about 
his person ; he desireth therefore for the good 
of the king and for his own surety to have 
power and authority to name, ordain, and 
assign, and, for cause that shall be thought to 
him reasonable, to remove those that shall be 
about the king's person of what estate or con- 
dition that they be, not intending to compre- 
hend in this desire the steward, chamberlain, 
treasurer, controller, nor sergeants of offices, 
save such as serve about the king's person 
and for his mouth. 

Rno. (/?c/ww«*o.) Answer. As toward the 
naming, ordinance, and assignation before said, 
it is agreed, so that he take in none of the four 
knights nor esquires for the body, without the 
advice of my Lord of Bedford,^ him being in 
Ehigland, and him being out, of my Lord of 
Gloucester,* and of the remanent of the king's 
council. 

2. Item, the said earl desireth that where 
he shall have any person in his discretion 
suspect (suspected) of misgovemance, and not 
behoveful nor expedient to be about the king, 
except the estates of the house, that he may 

1 John Plantagenet, Duke of Bedford, brother to 
tii8 late king, and regent of France, was one of the 
most valiant and accomplished princes of his age. 
He knighted his nephew. King Henry VI. in 1425, 
and dying at Paris in 1435, was buried under a sump- 
tuous monument in Our Lady's Church at Rouen, 
which, when Lewis XI. was counselled to deface, he 
nobly replied, " Touch it not; let tlie body ot'^at 

great man rest in peace, which when aliv« would 
ave disquieted the proudest of us all." 
* Humphrey Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester, 
protector of tne realm of England, and youngest 
brother to Henry V. was a scholar and a statesman. 
At a parliament holden at St. Edmund's Bury, in 
1446-7, he was arrested for high treason, and shortly 
after was found murdered in his bed in the abbey 
there, by the contrivance and procurement, us it was 
supposed of Queen Margaret, and the then Marquis 
of Suffolk, in conjunction wiUi the Cardinal of Win- 
chester. He was buried at St. Alban's, and in 1703 
his body was discovered preserved in a kind of piekle. 



p ut them from exercise and occupation of the 
king's service, till that he shall mowe [be able 
to\ have speech with my Lords of Bedford or 
of Gloucester, and with the other lords of the 
king's council, to that end that the default of 
any such person \heing\ known unto him, shall 
mowe ordain thereupon as them (they) shall 
think be expedient and behoveful. 
Answer. It is agreed as it is desired. 

3. Item, the said earl desireth that, for 
sickness and other causes necessary and reason- 
able, he may, by warning to my Lords of 
Bedford or Gloucester, and the king's coimcil 
be and stand freely discharged of the said 
occupation and business about the king's per- 
son, under the favour and good grace of the 
king, my Lords of Bedford and Gloucester, 
and other lords of the king's council. 

Answer. It is agreed as it is desired. 

4. Item, that considering how, blessed be 
God, the king is grown in years, in stature of 
his person, and also in conceit and knowledge 
of his high and royal authority and estate, 
the which naturally cause him, and from day 
to day as he groweth shall cause him more 
and more, to grudge with chastising, and to 
loath it, so that it may reasonably be doubted 
lest he will conceive against the said earl, or 
any other that will take upon him to chastise 
him for his defaults, displeasure or indigna* 
tion therefore, the which without due assist- 
ance is not easy to be bom. It like therefore 
to my Lord of Gloucester and to all the lords 
of the king's council to promitte (promise) to 
the said earl and assure him that they shall 
firmly and truly assist him in the exercise of 
the charge and occupation that he hath about 
the king's person, namely in chastising of 
him for his defaults, and support the said 
earl therein; and if the king at any time 
will conceive for that cause indignation 
against the said earl, my said Lord of Glou- 
cester and lords shall do all their true dili- 
gence and power to remove the king therefrom. 

Answer. It is agreed as it is desired. 

5. Item, the said earl desireth, that foras- 
much as it shall be necessary to remove the 
king's person at divers times into sundry places 
as the cases may require, that he may have 
power and authority to remove the king by 
his discretion into what place him (he) tbank- 
eth necessary for the health of his body and 
surety of his person. 
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Answer. It is agreed as it is desired. 

6. Item, 8ith(nisc«) the said earl hath take 
upon him the governance of the king's person, 
he desireth that all the estates, officers and 
servants of the king's house, of what estate 
and condition they be, have special command- 
ment and charge given by my Lords of Bed- 
ford and Gloucester, and by the lords of the 
king's council, that in all manner [o/] things 
seen and advised by the said earl's discretion, 
that is for the king's estate, worship, health, 
and profit, by his connnandment and ordain- 
ance, they be attendant and obeissant in ac- 
complishmg thereof. 

Answer. It is agreed as it is desired. 

7. Item, forasmuch as the said earl hath 
knowledge that in speech that hath been had 
unto the king at part (apart) and in private, 
not hearing the said earl, nor any of the 
knights set about his person nor assigned by 
the said earl, he hath been stirred by some 
from his learning, and spoken to of diverse 
matters not behoveful ; the said earl doubting 
the harm that might iaIL to the king, and the 
inconvenience that might ensue of such speech 
at part, if it were suffered, desireth that in all 
speech to be had with the king, he or one of 
the four knights, or some person to be assigned 
by the said earl, be present and privy to it. 

Answer. This article is agreed, excepting 
such persons, as for nighness of blood, and for 
their estate, ought of reason to be suffered 
to speak with the king. 

8. Item, to the intent that it may be known 
to the king that it proceedeth of the assent, 
advice, and agreement, of my Lord of Glou- 
cester, and all my lords of the king's coimcil, 
that ^e king be chastised for his defaults or 
trespasses, and that for awe thereof he forbear 
tbe more to do amiss, and intend the more 
busily to virtue and to learning; the said 
earl desireth that my lord of Gloucester, and 
my said other lords of the council or great 
part of them, that is to say, the chancellor 
and treasurer, and of everych (every) estate in 
the council spiritual and temporal, some come 
to the king's presence, and there to make to be 
declared to him there agreement in that behalf. 

Answer. When the king cometh next to 
London, all his council shall come to his pre- 
sence, and there this shall be declared to him. 
< 9. Item, the said earl, that all his days hath 
above all other earthly things desired, and 



ever shall, to keep his truth and woFship un- , 
blemished and unhurt, and may not for all 
that let (prevent) malicious and untrue men 
to make informations of his person, such as 
they may not, nor dare not stand by, nor be 
not true; beseecheth therefore, my Lord of 
Gloucester, and all my said lords of the coun- ^ 
cil, and if they or any of them have been 
informed of anything that may be or found 
to his charge or default, and namely in his 
occupation and rule about the king's person, 
that the said earl may have knowledge there- 
of, to the intent that he may answer thereto, 
and not dwell in heavy or sinister conceit or 
opinion without his desert, and without answer. 
Answer. It is agreed. 
1 Cromwell. * J. Bathen Canc. 

H. GlOUCESTRE. • J. ROFFEN. 

* J. Ebor. 7 Suffolk. 

8 P. Elien. ® H. Stafford. 

* W. Lincoln. • J. Huntyngton. 

29 November, 1432. 11 H. VI. 

1 Kalph Lord Cromwell, was Lord Treasurer in 
1434. 

*'' John Kempe was translated ftom London to 
York in 1426, and from this see to Canterbury in 
1452, where he died very old in 1453. 

^ Philip Morgan Bishop of Worcester was trans- 
lated to Ely in 1426 ; he was a man of learning and 
wisdom, and died in 1434. 

* William Grey was translated to the see of Lin- 
coln, trom that of London, in 1431, and died in 
1435. 

^ John Stafford. Bishop) of Bath and Wells, and 
brother to the Earl of Staftbrd, was Lord Chancellor. 
He was promoted to the see of Canterbury in 1443, 
anddieain 1452. 

^ John Langdon, elected Bishop of Rochester in 
1421, was both an antic|uary and historian, and died 
at the council of Basil m 1434. 

' William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, was. in 1443, 
made Marquis, and in 1448 created Duke of Suffolk. 
He was prime minister to Henry VI, and the favour- 
ite of his queen. Being banished to appease l^e 
national discontent in 1450, he was taken on the sea, 
and beheaded without trial. 

» Humphrey Stofford, Earl of Stafford, and in 1444 
Duke of Buckingham, was killed at the battle of 
Northampton in 1460, where he jointly commanded 
the royal army with the Duke of Somerset. He was 
by his mother great-grandson to Edward III. 

* John Holland restored as Earl of Huntington, 
in 1416, was afterwards created Duke of Exeter. He 
was Admiral of England, and Constable of the Tower 
of London. He died in 1447, and was buried in St. 
Catherine's Church, near the Tower, 

As a specimen of the whole, a fac-simile of the eon- 
dusion of these articles, with all the autographs 
placed as tiiey are subscribed to the original parch* 
meat, is given below. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



On the back of this petition, in a hand of the time, is written " Falsa Billa Willi Balling tra' p'liament 
temp*e pr. Henr. Grey trciodecimo Regis Hen^. yju." By this endorsement the bill appears to have been 
declared a false one, and the petition rejected ; it may therefore be supposed that the accusationa were ill- 
grounded. The reason for the charge might be this, that when Sir William was an acting lawyer he 
received general retaining fees from corporations, religious societies, and persons of consequence, to be 
their standing counsel, and which possibly might be continued to him after he became a judge, as a mark 
of their respect and as a reward for the good services he had formerly done them ; this might certainly give 
cause to suspect his impartiality when any causes in which these societies, &c. were concerned came before 
him. This petition seems to originate from some part he had taken in favour of a lady, whereby the ward- 
ship of a minor was made less valuable to the king, or, most probably, to the person who had purchased it 
ftom the crown. Such a conduct in those times must have appeared very extraordinary, when the judges 
were entirely under the regal control. 

Sir William Paston was bom in 1378, became a judge of the Common Pleas in 1430, and firom the 
propriety of his conduct was called The Good Judge. The following memorandum record^l by his widow 
of his death deserves notice, as it shows the reverence paid to his corpse, by kneeling at the foot of the bed 
on which it lay. 

" On the Thurseday at nyght before our Lady'g day the Assupcon betwixt xj and xij of the dokk in the yer 
of or Lord God mcccc and xliiij, the Sondays Vre on the D, died my husboud, Grod assoyle his sowle ; and 
on the Fryday after I sent for John Paston, John Dam, &c. and on the Wedynysday after cam John 
Paston, &c. And on the Fryday John Paston, John Dam, and I yede into the chambre, and they desjrred 
of me to see the wyll ; I lete them see it; and John Dam redde it, and when he hadredde it, John Paston 
walkyd up and down in the chamb'e, John Dam and I knelyd at the beddy's fete." 

A petition to the Commons of England against Sir JVilliam Paston, knight, a judge ^the Court 

of Common Pleas, hy William Dalling, 



Please it to the right sage and wise Commons 
of this present parliament, that where(a«) 
every justice of the king is sworn that he 
should not take no fees nor rewards for to be 
of coimsel with no man, but only with our 
sovereign lord the king, and thereto they be 
sworn. 

Please it to (the) Commons of the present 
parliament that William Paston, one of the 
justices of our sovereign lord (the) king 
taketh divers fees and rewards of divers 
persons within the shires of Norfolk and Suf- 
folk, and is withhold with every matter in the 
said countries ; that is to say — 

Of the town of Yarmouth, !•. yearly. 

Of the Abbot of St. Benet's xxvj». viij^. 

Of the Prior of St. Faith's xx». 

Of my Lady Rothenhale ^ xx*. 

* This sentence in the original lias a line drawn 
over it. She whs a widow of Sir John Rothenhale, 
knight, and dying at Caister, by Yarmouth, in 1440, 
was buried in Norwich cathedral. 



Of the Prior of Norwich xl". 

Of the Prior of Pentney xx*. 

Of the town of Lynn xl". 

Of the Prior of Walsingham xx". 

And of Katharine Shelton' x marks (6/. \3s. 
id.) against the king for to be of her counsel 
for to destroy the right of the king and of his 
ward, that is for to say, Ralph,^ son and heir 
of John Shelton. 
1434. 13 H. VI. 



2 Catharine, widow of William Shelton, Esq. and 
daughter of Simon Barret, was grandmother to 
Ralph, and died in 1456. 

3 Sir Ralph Shelton, knight, sou and heir of 
John Shelton, Esq. was bom in 1430 ; he married, 
Margaret, daughter of Robert Clere, Esq. of Ormesby 
and was high-sherifr of Norfolk, &c. in 1487. He 
died before 1500, and in the east window of the north 
isle of Shelton church, in Norfolk, were the effigies 
of him and his wife, in surcoats of their arms. He 
built both the church and hall, but the latter has 
been long in ruins. 



PASTON LETTERS. 



HENRY VI., FROM ABOUT 1435—1460. 



LETTER I.— (III. vol. iii. p. 17.) 

We here see a lady of the first rank going to London in the beginning of the winter to the house of one of 
her dependents, for which she had agreed with him for the time of her stay iu town ; and by her stufi' was 
meant most probably her beds, hangings, and other matters for the fitting up of her lodgings. 

To our right trusty and heartily well-behved John Paston, Esq, 



Katharine, Duchess of Norfolk. 
Right trusty and entirely well beloved, 
we greet you well, heartily as we can. 
And forasmuch as we purpose with grace of 
Jesu to be at London witliin brief time, we 
pray you that your place there may be ready 
for us, for we will send our stuff thither tofore 
[be/ore] our coming ; and such agreement as 



we took with you for the same, we shall duly 
perform it widi the might of Jesu, who have 
you in his blessed keeping. 

Written at Epworth, the 2ad day of Octo- 
ber. ^ 

Epworth, in Lincolnshire, 

in the Island of Axholm. 

2nd of October, after 1434. 



LETTER IL— (L voL i. p. 3.) 

We are in this letter acquainted with the first introduction of a young lady to the gentleman intended for 
her husband, and are informed that she " made hym gentil cher in gyntyl wise :" Wtit appears somewhat 
extraordinary, tliat being the heiress of a family of rank and fortune, any intimation should be given to the 
father of the lover of presenting her with a gown, and especially that " yegoune nedyth for to be had.'* 
[It may be olMerved, however, that at this period, and for a considerable time afterwards, money was rela- 
tively much scarcer than at present, and persons of large landed property were often much distressed for 
want of sums which appear now almost ludicrously small. A gown then, also, was a costly article. In the 
privy purse expenses of EUzabeth of York, wife of Henry VII., published by Sir N. II. Nicolas, while a 
workman's dauy wages are set down at 6d., we find a " fUrre and a half of fox for a gown of russet, xii<.** 
and XV. yards and a half of black damask for a gown for the queen, at v'm, the yard, cviiis. vuj."] 

To my worshipful hiahand, William Paston* he this letter taken. 

Dear husband, I recommend me to you, &c. 
Blessed be God I send you good tidings of 
the coming and the bringing home of 
the gentlewoman ^ that ye weeten {know) of 
from Reedham this same night, accordmg 



1 Katharine Duchess of Norfolk, widow of John 
Mowbrav, Duke of Norfolk, who died in 1433, was 
daughter of Ralph Lord Neville, first Earl of West- 
moreland, by janc, daughter of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster. After the duke's death she 
married in succession, Thomas Strangeways, Esq., 
John Viscount Beaumont, and Sir John Widville, 
brother to Anthony Earl Rivers; wife or widow 
to one of which she most probably was at the time 
this letter was written, though it might be written 
during her widowhood as Duchess of Norfolk, as it 

VOL. I. 



to appointment that ye made there for your* 
self. 

And as for the first acquaintance between 
John Paston * and the said gentlewoman, she 
made him gentle cheer in gentle wise, and 

is dated from the late duke's seat at Epworth, or 
Epleworth. 

'^ Sir W. Paston, knt., a judge of the Common 
Pleas, was bom iu 13/8, died in 1444, st. 66. 

3 Margaret, daughter and heir of John Mauteby, 
Eso^ of Mauteby in Norfolk, by Margaret, daughter 
of ^hn Bemey, of Reedham, Esq., and who, soon 
after the Meriting of this letter, became wife of John 
Paston, Esq. 

* Son of Sir William and Agnes Paston, was bom 
about 1420, and died in 1466. 

B 



PASTON LETTERS. 



said he was verily your son ; and so I hope 
there shall need no great treaty between them. 

The parson of Stockton told me if ye 
would buy her a gown, her mother would give 
thereto a goodly fur; the gown needeth for 
to be had ; and of colour it would be a goodly 
blue, or else a bright sanguine. 

I pray you to buy for me two pipes ^ of 
gold. Your stews* do well. The Holy 
Trinity have you in governance. 



Written at Paston^ in haste the Wednesday 
next after " Deus qui errantibus;" * for 
default of a good secretary, &c. 

Yours, Agnes Paston.* 
Paston, Wednesday, /i 

before 1440, 18 H. VI. if o^y^^ ' 



LETT BR in. (IL vol. i. p. 5.) 

This letter gives ns an account of the ceremonies used at the time the Duke of Orleans was released, and 
of the Duke of Gloucester's absolute disapprobation of this measure. He Imd been taken prisoner at the 
fiunous battle ofAgincourt. fought on Friday the 25th of October, 1415, 3H.V. where he was found 
under a heap of dend bodies almost lifeless; and had continued a prisoner till this time (I Nov. 1440, 
19 H. VI.), a space of twenty-five years. Henry V. on his death-bed had ordered that he should not be 
released till a peace with France was concluded; and the Duke of Gloucester, [uncle of Henry VI. and 
protector] not only now protested against his enlargement, but had his protest recorded. This, how- 
ever, availed nothing, for the Cardinal Bishop of Winchester, Henry Beaufort, and his jMirty, prevailed. 
[The letter also notices two curious subjects ; the arrival of the knight from Spain to fight for the honour of 
his mistress ; and a most singular instance of Icgitl trickery. Our ancestors seem to have had the ability of 
availing themselves of the forms of law to combat its spirit, to an extent which is not exceeded even by the 
lowest and most reckless attorney now. Wu may add here that, in the address of the letter, the style " right 
reverend" implies nothing clerical, but that the.latter word was then commonly used in the present sense of 
revered.] 

To my right reverend and right honourable master, John Paston, he this given. 



Salvete, &c. Tidings, the Duke of Orleans 
hath made his oath upon the sacrament, and 
need it, never for to bear arms against England, 
in the presence of the king and all the lords, 
except my Lord of Gloucester ; and in prov- 
ing {as a froof that"] my said Lord of Glou- 
cester agreed never to his deliverance, when 
the mass began he took his barge, &c. 

God give grace the said Lord of Orleans be 
true, for this same week shall he towards 
France. 

Also Frenchmen and Picards a great number 
came to Arfleet,^ for to have rescued it ; and 
our lords with their small puissance manly 
beat them, and put them to flight, and, blessed 



1 Gold thread on pipes or rolls, for needle-work 
or embroidery, &c. 

2 Ponds to keep fish alive for present use. 
» In Norfolk, in the hundred of Tunstead. 

4 The words beginning the Collect on the third 
Sunday after Easter. 

^ Agnes, daughter and coheir of ^r Edmond 
Barry,or Berry, of Harlin^bury-hall in Hertfordshire, 
by Alice, daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Garbridge, 
knt., and wife of Sir William Paston, knt. She died 
in 1479, and was buried by her husband, in Our 
Lady's Chapel at the east end of Norwidi Cathedral. 



be our Lord, have taken the said city of Ar- 
fleet; the which is a great jewel to all Eug^ 
land, and especially to our country. 

Moreover there is one come into England, 
a knight out of Spain, wRh a kerchieft of 
pleasaunce enwrapped about his arm; the 
which knight will run a course with a sharp 
spear for his sovereign lady's sake, whom 
either Sir Richard Wodvile,^ or Sir Chris- 
topher Talbot,® shall deliver, to the worship 
of England and of themselves by God's 
grace. 

Farthermore ye be remembered, that an 
esquire of Suffolk, called John Lyston, re- 
covered, in assize of novel disseisin, 700 

6 Ilarfleur in Normandy. 

' A scarf, or rich embroidered handkerchief, pre- 
sented him by his sovereign lady, and which, in 
honour of her, he wore tied up<Mi his arm ; such 
ornaments were often worn by knights at their tilting 

matches. ^,. , , 

8 Afterwards Earl Rivers, and father to Elizabeth, 
the Queen of Edward IV.— He was beheaded at 
Banbury, in 1469. 

9 Third son of John, the famous Earl of Shrews- 
bury. He was slain in the battle of Northampton, 
in July, 1460, fighting for the House of Lancaster. 
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marks (466/. 13«. 4d.) in damages against 
Sir Robert Wingfield, &c. In avoiding 
of the payment of the said 700 marks, the 
said Sir Robert Wingfield' subtlely hath 
outlawed * the said John Lyston in Notting- 
hamshire, by the virtue of which outlawry 
all manner of chattel to the said John Lyston 
appertaining are accrued luito the king, &c. 
And anon (as soon) as the said outlawry 
was certified, my Lord Treasurer granted 
the said 700 marks to my Lord of Norfolk* 
for the 'arrears of his sowde * whilst he was 
in Scotland. And according to this assign- 
ment aforesaid, tallies (were) delivered, 
&c. And my Lord of Norfolk hath re- 
leased the same 700 marks to Sir Robert 
Wingfield. 

And here is great heaving and shoving by 
my Lord of Suffolk * and all his counsel for 



to espy how this matter came about, &c. 
Sir, I beseech (you) recommend me unto my 
mistress your mother, to my mistress yourj 
wife, and to my mistiess your sister, et omni-" 
bus aliis quorum interest, &c. 

Sir, I pray you, with sdl my heart, hold me 
excused that I write thus homely and briefly 
unto you, for truly convenable (competent) 
space sufficed me not. 

No more, at this time, but the Trinity have 
you in protection, &c., and when your leisure 
is, resort again unto your college, the Inner 
Temple, for there be many which sore desire 
your presence, Welles and others, &c. 

Written on the Feast of All Saints, between 
mass and matins calamo festinante, &c. 

Yours, Robert Rbfps.^ 
All-Saints-Day, 

Tuesday, 1 Nov. 1440. 19 H. VI. 



LETTER IV. (IV. vol. iii. p. 19.) 

I can fix no certain date to this letter, either from the extraordinary acconnt of the destruction of so groat «- 
number of Flemings, or Arom J. Pawn's residence at Peter-house, in Cambridge, though by this it ap- 
pears to have been written early in his life, and soon after his marriage, which took place before the year 
1440. The words, too, " wt alle my sympyl herte," seem the expression of a young and unexperienced 
woman. The writing and spelling likewise vary from her usual manner ; and her Christian name is dif- 
ferently written. [No notice of this descent of tiie Flemiugs is to be found in any of our historians, though 
Margaret Paston could scarcely be altogether deceived in an event occurring so near her, but it is probe^o 
the importance of it had been greatly exaggerated.] 

To my worshipful husband, John Paston, abiding at Peterhouse, in Cambridge, 



Right reverend and worshipful husband, I 
recommend me to you with all my simple 
heart, and pray you to weet that there came 
up eleven hundred Flemings at Waxham,7 
thereof were taken and killed and drowchjni 
(drowned) eight hundred ; and they had not 
liave been, ye should have been at home 
this Whitsuntide, and I suppose that ye should 
be at home ereout \ere eV] long be. 

I thank you heartily for my letter, for I 
had none of you since I spake with you last 
of for the matter of John Maryot ; the quest 



* The Wingfields were an ancient family seated 
at Wingfield Castle, and at Letheringham in Suf- 
folk. 

2 Referring to this outlawry, on the back of the ori- 
ginal letter, in an ancient hand, is written, "alcwde 
practise in those dayes." 

8 John Mowbray. 

* {^Sowdc, pay — from the Norman solde, whence 



passed not off that day, for my Lord of 
Norfolk was in town for Wedyrby's matter, 
wherefore he would not let it pass off, for fur- 
ther of I kowe (know, q.) Fynch nor Bylbys- 
maketh no purveyance for his good. 

No more I write to you at this time, but 
the Holy Trinity have you in keeping. 
Written at Norwich, on Trinity Sunday. 

Your Markabyte Paston. 

Norwich, Trinity Sunday, 
Date uncertain. After 1440. 19 H. VI. 



we have our term soldier, and the French and Get- 
mans their soldat.'] 

5 William de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk : he was 
afterwards Duke of Suffolk, and beheaded at sea, 
in 1450. 

^ The family of Repps flourished from the Con- 
quest, for many centuries, at Repps, &c.in Norfolk. 

7 [Waxham in Norfolk,in the hundred of Hapt2uy^.\ 
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LETTER v.— (V. vol. iii. p. 21.) 

This is a most affectionate letter, and cannot be read without emotion; it gives us an hi^h opinion of the 
writer*s tenderness towards her husliand ; her wish to have him at home, and under her tender care, " lever 
dan a new goune zow it were of scarlette** shows the artlessness of her regard, and impresses uh with an idea 
of the purest simplicity'. The letter was written after the birth of her son, and before the death of Sir 
William Foston, I nave therefore fixed it to 1443. 

Tb my right wwshipful kusband, John Paston, dwelling in the Inner Temple at London, in haste. 



Right wonhipful husband, I recommend 
me to you, desiring heartily to hear of your 
welfare, thanking God of your amending of 
4he great disease that ye have had, and I 
'thank you for the letter that ye sent me, for 
by my troth my mother and I were nought 
in heart's ease Arom the time that we wist 
(knevy) of your sickness, till we wist verily of 
your amending. 

My mother behested {vowed) another image^ 
of wax of the weight of you, to our Lady of 
Walsingham, and she sent four nobles 
(1/. 6*. %d.) to the four orders of friars at 
Norwich to pray for you, and I have behested 
"to go on pilgrimage to Walsingham and to 
St. Leonard's* for you ; by my troth I had 
never so heavy a season as I had from the 
time that I wist of your sickness, till I wist 
of your amending, and yet my heart is in no 
great ease, nor nought shall be, till I weet 
that ye be very whole. Your father ' and 
.mine was this day sev^nigbt at Beccles, for a 
matter of the Prior of Bromholm, and he lay 
at Gelderstone that night, and was there till 
it was nine of the clock and the other day. 
And I sent thither for a gown, and my mother 
said that I should none have than till I had 
T)een there anon, and so they could none get. 

My father GameysJ* sent me word that he 
should have been here the next week and my 
Emme also, and play them here with their 
hawks, and they should have me home with 

1 This oifering of animageof wax, of the weight 
of the person for whose good it was promised, is a 
curious circumstance. [See head of Letter xvi. for 
a notice of our Lady of Walsingham.] 

a The Church of the ijriory of St. Leonard at Nor- 
wich, was famous at this time for the resort of pil- 
Srims to the images of the Holy Virgin, the Holy 
ross, and St. Anthony ; but became afterwards much 
more famous by the visitation of pilgrims far and 



them ; and so God help me, I shall excuse me 
of my going thither if I may, for I suppose 
that I shall readilier have tidings from you 
here than I should have there. I shall send 
my mother a token that she took (brought to} 
me, for I suppose that the time is come that 
I should send it lier, if I keep the behest that 
I have made; I suppose I liave told you 
what it was ; I pray you heartily that (ye) 
will vouchsafe to send me a letter as hastily 
as ye may, if writing be none disease (pain) 
to you, and that ye will vouchsafe to send 
me word how your sore do. If I might have 
had my will, I should have seen you ere this 
time ; I would ye were at home, if it were 
your ease, and your sore might be as well 
looked to here as it is there [lo^e] ye be 
now, lever (rather) than a new gown though 
it were of scarlet. I pray you if your 
sore be whole, and so that ye may endure to 
ride when my father come to Tendon, tliat 
he will ask leave and come home when the 
horse should be sent home again, for I hope 
ye shall be kept as tenderly here as ye be at 
London. I may none leisure have to do 
write half a quarter so much as I should 
say to you if I might speak with you. I 
shall send you another letter as hastily as I 
may. I thank you that ye would vouchsafe 
to remember my girdle, and that ye would 
write to me at the time, for I suppose that 
writing was none ease to you. Almighty 



near, to the image of good King Henry VI.. by whoso 
miraculous efTects great cures were supposed to have 
been perfiirmed. 

3 Sir William Paston, thejudge. 

* This was probably her godfather, and Emme 
was very likely his daughter or niece, and Mar- 
garet Paston's fHend [more probably erne — uncle, 
as used by Spenser.] The £Eunily of Gameys were 
at this time lords of Gelderstone. 
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God have you in his keeping, and send you 
health. Written at Oxnead, iu right great 
haste, on St. Michael's even. 

Yours, M. Paston. 
Oxnead, ^0^^ #1 ^»r— — 

Saturday, ^\ "jy^jLli^OAA) -ya 



28tli Septemlnsr 
1443. 22H.VI 



^ ^ojio^rz. 



My mother gieet you well, and sendeth 
you God's blessing and hers; and she prayeth 
you, and I pray you also, that ye be well 
dieted of meat aud drink, for that is the 
greatest help that ye may have now to your 
healthward. Your son ^ fareth well, blessed 
be God! 



LETTER VI. — ( VL vol. iii. p. 27.) 



From this letter we learn the time and ^lace of. holding the assizes in Sussex, one of the counties 
which now makes a part of the homo curcuit; and we likewise understand that the chief justice in- 
tended going hy water to those places in Essex, Kent, and Surry, which lay along the river, no convey- 
ance in any carriage being then thought of by him, though his illness was such as prevented his riding 
ou horseback. John llody was chief justice of the King's Bench firom 144U to 146S. 

To my right worthy and worship/ui Lord JVlUiatn Paston, justice, in haste. 



Please it your good Lordship to weet, that 
the Chief Justice of the King's Bench recom- 
mendeth liim to yoil, aud is right sorry of the 
matter that is (Jhe^ cause of your none coming 
hither, but he will do all that he can or may 
for you. He hath had a sciatica that hath 
letted [hindered^ him a great while to ride, and 
(he) dare not yet come on none horse shack, and 
therefore he hath spoken to the lords of the coun- 
cil, and informed them of your sickness and 
his also, that he may not ride at these next 
assizes to East Grinstead; aud though tho^ 
assizes discontinue pur noun venu dez Jus* 
ticez,' he hopeth to be excused and ye also. 
And as for the remanent of the assizes he 



shall purvey to be there by water; and Al**- 
mighty Jesu make you heyle (healthy) aud. 
strong. 

Written right simply, the Wednesday next 
to fore the Feast of the Purification of our . 
Lady, at London. 

By your most simple servant, 

James Gresham. 



London, Wednesday, 

30th of January, 1443. 

22H.VI. 






LETTER VIL- 

[This letter is from John Gyney, probably 
father of Sir W. Jenney, a judge of the King's 
Bench in 1477, and contains an account of a 
dispute among some lawyers as to passing and 
signing some title deeds. It is written at North 
Walsham,in Norfolk, in February, before 1443, 
and addressed to Sir W. Paston at West- 



(VII. vol. iu. p. 29.) 

. minster. The letter concludes with the fof- 
lowing paragraph :—« My said lady, your 
wife, prayeth you to be remembered of her 
green ginger of almonds for Lent, and of the 
leecL Ofcy*icia«; of Orwell, for her sickness 
increaseth daily upon her, whereof she is sore 
afraid."] 



[This is also a letter upon legal affairs, being 
from John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, to 
John Paston, appointing him, with W. Yelver- 

' This was probably Sir John Paston, bora 1442. 



LETTER VIII.— (in. vol. i. p. 11.) 



ton and W. Jenney, both subsequently judges 
of the King's Bench, to be arbitrators betwixt 
him and the heirs of Edmund Swathing.] 

* {Through the non-arrival of the justices.] 
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LETTER IX.— (IV. vol. i. p. 13.) 

This Letter presents us with the effects of a private dispute, and gives us an instance of the dangerous though 
common ferocity of these unsettled times; it must have been written between 1440 and 1450, as in the former 
year Lord'Bcaumont was created a Viscount, and in the latter Sir Humphrey Stafford was killed. [It seems 
rather to be a street scuffle, " they fell in handes togyder," weapons were drawn, as in a contest they are 
almost certain to be when commonly worn ; one was struck a ' ' grette stroke on the bed,' ' and the other endea- 
voured to stab. Of course the retainers, alike armed, could seldom refrain f^om joining in the quarrel, and 
of course also in their master's favour as here. When at a recent period private soldiers were suffered to 
wear their bayonets, we know similar events to that hereuam^ed were too frequently the consequence.] 

To my worshipful and reverend Lord John Viscount Beaumont.^ 



Right worshipful, and my reverend and most 
special Lord, I recommend me unto your good 
grace in the most humble and lowly wise that 
I can or may, desiring to hear of your prospe- 
rity and welfare, as to my most singular joy 
and special comfort. 

And if it please your Highness, as touching 
tiie sudden adventure that fell lately at Coven- 
try, please it your Lordship to hear, that on 
Corpus Christi * even last passed, between eight 
and nine of the clock at afternoon. Sir Hum- 
plirey Stafford * had brought my master. Sir 
-James of Ormond,^ toward his inn from my 
Lady of Shrewsbury^ and returned from him 
towards his inn, he met with Sir Robert Har- 
court** coming from his mother's towards his 
inn, and passed Sir Humphrey ; and Richard 
his son came somewhat behind, and when they 
met together they fell in hands together, and 
Sir Robert smote him a great stroke on the 
head with his sword, and Richard with his 
dagger hastily went toward him, and as he 
stumbled, one of Harcourt's men smote him in 
the back with a knife ; men wot {know) not 
who it was readily ; his father heard (a) noise 
and rode toward them, and his men ran before 
him thitherward ; and in the going down off. 
his horse, one, he wot not who, behind him, 
smote him on the head with an edged tool ; 
men know not with us, with what weapon, 
tiiat he fell down, and his son fell down before 

1 John Viscount Beaumont, so created in February, 
1439-40, 18 H. VI., was the first of that title by patent 
in England ; he was killed at the battle of Northamp- 
ton, in July 1460, fighting for the House of Lancas- 
ter. 

a The Thursday after Trmity Sunday. 

3 He was a collateral branch of the family of the 
Bnke of Buckingham ; and, in June 1 450, commanded 
a detachment of the royal army sent out against the 
rebel Jack Cade : his p«urty fell into an ambush, and 
he was killed. 

4 Query, whether James, son of the Earl of Ormond, 



him as good as dead; and all this was done, 
as men say, in a Pater-noster while.^ 

And forthwith Sir Humphrey Stafford*s 
men followed after, and slew two men of Har- 
court's, one Swynerton and Bradshawe, and 
more be hurt, some be gone, and some be in 
prison in the jail at Coventry. 

And before the coroner of Coventry, upon 
the sight of the bodies, .there be indicted as 
principals for the death of Richard Stafford, 
Sir Robert Harcourt and the two men that be 
dead ; and for the two men of Harcourt's that 
be dead, there be indicted two men of Sir 
Humphrey's as principals; and as yet tliere 
hath been nothing found before the justice of 
the peace of Coventry of this riot, because the 
sheriff of Warwickshire is dead, and they may 
not sit unto the time there be a new sheriff; 
and all this mischief fell because of an old 
debate tliat was between them for taking of a 
distress, as it is told. 

And Almighty Jesu preserve your high es- 
tate, my special Lord, and send you long life 
and good health. 

Written at Coventry on Tuesday next after 
Corpus Christi day, &c. 

By your own poor servant, 

John Nobthwood. 

Coventry, 
Tuesday after Corpus Christi dav, 
between lA40an4 n^fiQ^jfa and 28 H. VI. 

who afterwards, in 1449, was created Earl of Wilt- 
shire. 

5 Wife of John Talbot, the famous Earl of Shrews- 
bury. 

^ He signalised himself in the wars of Henry VI. 
and Edward IV., was a knight of the Garter; and, 
in November, 1470, 10 E. IV., was slain by the 
Staffords, perhaps in revenge for this murder of 
Richard Stafford. 

' Proverbially, a short time ; for our forefathers, 
who were to repeat a great number of Pater-nosters 
at once, performed the business very expeditiously. 



PASTON LETTERS. 



LETTER X.— (Vm. vol. iii. p. 33.) 

(Rights of way, trespasses, and claims of unknoitii rights, seem to have formed as large a share of the vexa- 
tions of a lauded proprietor at that time as at present. These, with threats of going to law, and providing 
for repairs, form the subjects of the present letter.] 

To Edmund Paston, of Clifford's Inn, in London, be this letter taken. 

To mine well-beloved son, I greet you well, 
and advise you to think once of the day of 
your father s comisel to leani tlie law, for he 
said many times that whosoever should dwell 
at Paston, should have need to con (/o know 
how to) defend himself. 

The vicar of Paston ^ and your father,* in 
Lent last was, were thorough and ac- 
corded, and doles [boundaries] set how broad 
the way should be, and now he hath 
pulled up the doles, and saith he will make 
a ditch from the comer of his wall, right 
over the way to the new ditcb of the great 
close. And there is a man in Triuich bight 
(called) Palmer too, that had of your father 
certain lands in Trunch over seven years or 
eight years agone, for com, and tnily hath 
paid all the years ; and now he hath sulSered 
the com to be withset (taken) for eight shillings 
of rent to Gimmingham, which your ftither 
paid never. Geoffry asked Palmer why the 
rent was not asked in mine husband's time, 
and Palmer said, for (because) he was a great 
man, and a wise man of the law, and that 
was the cause men would not ask him the rent. 

I send you the names of the men, that cast 
down the pits, that was (in) Grenney's Close, 
written in a bill closed in this letter. 



I send you not this letter to make you weary 
of Paston, for I live in hope, and ye will leam 
that they shall be made weary of their work, 
for in good faith I dare well say it was your 
father's last will to have done right well to 
that place, and that can I show of good proof, 
though men would say nay. God make you 
right a good man, and send God*s blessing and 
mine. Written in haste at Norwich, the 
Thursday after Candlemas-day. 

Weet of your brother John how many joists 
will serve the parlour and the chapel at Pas- 
ton, and what length they must be, and what 
breadth and thic^ess they must be, tor your 
father's will was, as I ween verily, that they 
should be nine inches one way, and seven 
another way, and purvey therefore that they 
may be squared there, and sent hither, for here 
can none such be had in this country ; and 
say to your brother John it were well done to 
think on Stansted Church f and I pray you 
to send me tidings from beyond sea,^ for here 
they are afraid to tell such as be reported 
By your mother, Agnes Paston. 
Norwich, 
Thursday, 4ih of Felmiary. 
1444-5. S3 H. VI. 



LETTER XI.— (IX. vol. iii. p. 37.) 

The manor of Oxnead had been in the Hautevn family for many generations, and was sold by some of that 
family upon a bad title : it was afterwards' purchased by Sir William Paston, on whose death, in 1444, 
John Hauteyn, clerk (having been licensed by the pope to leave his religious ordeTand become secular.) set 
up his claim and recovered his inheritance ; but, about 1449, he with others released his right to Agnes 
Paston. 
To the most reverend Father in God, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Chancellor of England,^ 



Beseecheth meekly your gracious Lordship, 
your own servant and orator John Hauteyn, 

I John Partrick.of Swathfield. wa^ vicar of Paston 
firom 1442 to 1447. 

s Sir William Paston, knight, died 13th of August, 
1444. aged 66. 

3 Stansted Church in Suffolk : — Dame Agnes had 
ponesnons in that parish. 

^ These tidings relate to our foreign transactions, 
\he giving up of Maine, truces. &c. &c., on the 



/ 



chaplain, tliat where(<w^ • he hath divers suit, 
and actions-in-law to be sued against Agnes 

king's marriage, which hod taken place in Nove m 

ber. 

^ Jolrn Staflbrd, Archbishop of Canterbury, and a 
cardinal, was Lord Chancellor from 1443 to 1447. 

c [The words where and whereas woe used at this 
period inducriminately tibe one for the other. This 
usage continued so late as the time of Shakiqpere, in 
whose plays, we find numerous instances.] 
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that wai the wife of William Paston, of the 
inanor of Oxnead, in the county of Norfolk ; 
and forasmuch as your said beseecher can 
get no counsel of men of court to be with him 
in the said matters, because that the said W. 
Paston was one of the king's justices, and John 
Paston son and heir to the said W. Paston is 
also a man of court,^ that it please your good 
Lordship to assign, and most strictly to com- 



mand John Ileydon,* Thomas Lyttylton "and 
John Olston to be of counsel with your said 
beseecher in the said matters, and other that 
he hath to do against the said Agnes and other, 
and your said beseecher sliall content them 
well for their labour, and that this be done in 
the reverence of God, and way of charity. 

John Hauteyn, Chaplain* 
About 1445. 



[Is from Sir Roger Chamberleyn, of Gedding, 
Suffolk, dated the 15th of September after 
1444, to Agnes Paston, informing her upon 



LETTER XII.— (X. vol. iii. p. 39.) 

what conditions Sir William Paston 
sold the *' Manor called Walsham, 
Walsham."] 



had 
in 



LETTER XIII.— (XL vol. iii. p. 41.) 

This letter I should suxipofle was writ^n not long after Sir William Piiston's death in 1444, as it refers to the 
- blessing which she asked of him to bestow upon his children, probably immediulcly after somu sickness or 
misfortune which had befallen her son. The style of it is that of a mo^t aflfection.ate mother, and the intro- 
duction of his father's saying is a masterly stroke. Her own reflections are judicious, apposite, and well 
timed,andthe whole ofthediscouTse would dohonourtoaparentatthis day, when our thoui^hts, manners, 
and language are so much more refined than they were duriug the age in which this was written. 

To my weli-belowd son, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Son, I greet you well, and let you weet, that 
forasmuch as your brother Clement letteth 
me weet that ye desire faithfully my blessing ; 
that blessing that I prayed your father to give 
you the last day that ever he spake, and the 
blessing of all saints under heaven, and mine 
mote [mi^A/^] come to you all days and times; 
and tliiuk verily none other but that ye have 
it, and shall have it, with that (on condition) 
that I find you kind and willing to the weal 
of your faAer's soul, and to the welfare of 
your brethren. 

By my coimsel, dispose yourself as much 
as ye may to have less to do in the world : 
your father said, "In little business lyeth 



much rest." This world is but a thoroughfare, 
and full of woe ; and when we depart there- 
from, right nought bear with us but our good 
deeds and ill ; and there knoweth no man how 
soon God will clepe (callj him ; and therefore 
it is good for every creature to be ready. 
Whom God visiteth, him he loveth. 

And as for your brethren they will I know 
certainly labour alltliatiii them lyeth for you. 
Our Lord have you in his blessed keeping, 
body and soul. Written at Norwich, the 'iOdi 
day of October. Uy your mother, 

'Agnes Paston. 
Norwich, 29th of October, 
about or alter 1444. 



LETTER XIV.— (XII. vol. iii. p. 43.) 

This letter is \vrittenin an easy yet respectful style, and the thanks of the writer are hinted in the most deli- 
cate manner, for the "rightful favours" conferred upon him. Sir William Yclverton wsis appointed 
a judge of the Ring's Bench, in 1444, S3 H. VI. and was continued in that high office by Edward IV. 

To Stephen Scroope.'^ 



Worshipful and my right well beloved son, 
I commend me to you, and heartily thank 

1 This backwardness of the lawryers to be con- 
cerned against the widow of the late Judge shows a 
particular degree of respect to his memory, and to 
Uie character of his son, then a lawyer. 

3 A lawyer, and recorder of Norwich. 



you for your good advertisements, and right 
well advised letters to me sent from time to 

' Afterwards the famous Judge Lyttelton. 

^ Fenn translates— mM^ 

* At the bottom, in a hand more modem than that 
of the letter, is written. " This Stephen Scioope was 
Sonne to Dame Millicent, late wife to Sir J. ^MtoU; 
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time, and so pray you of your good continu- 
ance. 

Please it you to weet, that forasmuch as 
the parson Sir Thomas Howys cometh up at 
this time by the grievous pursuit of John 
Andrews and Heydon to appear before the 
right worshipful Sir, my right well-beloved bro- 
ther, your father, and other the king's judges of 
the King's Bench ; I pray you heartily that ye 
will have in remembrance for to recommend 
me to him, when ye speak with him, and for to 
thank him for his rightful favour showed in Sir 
Thomas's matter, and in all other matters that 
toucheth me, which be attained in that high 



court ; and so it like you pray him of his good 
continuance, and I shall do serve it unto him 
(recompense him) to my simple power for his good, 
will to me showed, and to mine, and I trust to 
God that he shall hold him pleased ; and that 
it like you to give credence to the said Sir 
Thomas of that he shall say to you for my 
worship and profit, and that this letter may 
recommend me to my daughter your wife^ 
beseeching the Blessed Trinity to send you the 
accomplishment of your good desire. 

Written at Caister, the 30th day of October*. 

John Fastolf. 

Caiitcr, 30th of October, 
butwecu 1444 and 1454. 23 and 33 H. VI. 



LETTER XV.— (V. vol. i. p. 17.) 

This letter has no date of the year, but it must have been written after 1444, 23 H. VI., in which year the- 
Earl of Stafford was created Duke of Buckingham, and most probably before the breaking out of the civil 
war, as the duke makes no complaint of the distresses of the times, but only mentions that season of the 
year as not so convenient for him to procure money. The sentiments contained in the letter are those of 
a just man, and a man of honour, wishing to discharge his debt at the time appointed, and which, as he 
could not do in money, he performs by sending an obligation which he had from another, upon which 
Lord Beaumont might receive his demand. The direction and addresa of those letters, which are writteui 
fh)m one Knight of the Garter to another, show us that in this age they esteemed one another as friends 
and brethren united by that most noble order, whose institution directs thiat the knights-companions shouM 
be " fellows and brethren united in all chances of fortune, co-partners both in peace and war, assistant to 
one^other in all serious and dangerous transactions, and through the whole course of their lives faithful 
and friendly one towards another. Tlie letter itself is written by the duke's secretary, but the conclusion, 
and signature are by his own hand, and it is most probably the only original letter extant of this great 
I>eer. 

To tlie right worship/ul, and with all mine heart right entirely beloved brot/tery the .. 

Fiscount Beaumont*^ 



RiOHT worshipful, and with all mine heart 
right entirely beloved brother, I recommend 
me to you, thanking right heartily your good 
brotlierhood for your good and gentle letters, 
the which it hath liked you to send unto me 
now late ; and like it you to know, I per- 
ceive, by tlie tenor of the said letter, your 
good desire of certain debt that I owe unto 
you. 

In good faith, brother, it is so with me at 
this time that I have but easy stuff of money 
within me, for so much as the season of the 



and, as seemeth by this Ire, maryed the daughter of 
Justice Yelverton, whereby the said Sir John called 
hym brother." It appears from a letter of William 
Paston, to his brother John Paston, dated 6th of 
September 1454, that Scroope was then either a ba- 
chelor or widower* a marriage being in coutempla- 



year is not yet grown, so that I may not please* 
your said good brotherhood, as God knoweth 
my will and intent were to do and (if) I had it. 
Nevertheless and (if) it like you, I send 
you by my son Stafford an obligation, whereof 
of late time I have received part of the debt 
therein comprised; the residue of which I 
pray you to receive by the said obligation, 
and that I may have an acquittance thereof^ 
and to give credence unto my said son in 
such thing as he shall say unto yt ur good) 
brotherhood on my behalf. 



tion at that time between him and: their sister Eliza- 
beth. From the expressions there used, lam apt to< 
believe he was then a widower. If so, this letter- 
was written before that year. 

^ [See a notice of Viscount Beaumont in a note on- 
letter ix. page 6.] 
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Right worshipful; and witli all mine heart 
right entirely beloved brother, I beseech the 
Blessed Trinity preserve you in honour and 
prosperity. 

Makestock Castle, in Warwickshire, 
17th March, 
between 1444 and 1455; 23 and 3 H. VI. 



Written at my Castle of Makestock, the 
17th day of March. 

Your true and faithful brother, 
H. Buckingham.^ 



jAA.Ba^i^^TjvJr' 



LETTER XVI.— (VI. vol. i. p. 21.) 

Tlie image of Oar I^y of Walsingham, iu Nurfolk. was in these days, and had been for ages, pariicularly 
resorted to by all ranks of people, f^om the king to the peasant, by foreigners as well as natives ; and 
was held in the highest veneration for the various miracles, &c., ascribed to her. We must not therefore 
wonder in this enlightened age that a judge, bigotted to his religion and the credulity of the times, ^}lould 
ascribo not only every fortunate event which befel him to the influence of Our Lady of Walsingham, but 
likewise attribute h^ escape from every danger which had threatened him to her protection. This famous 
and wonder-working image was, however, in 1538, 30 H. VIII., brought to Chelsea, and there burnt. 

To my right worAipful cousin, John Paston, Etq, 

that it should be much to the good speed of 
the matter, and doubt you not Our Lady 
shall quite (requite) it you, and her poor 
prior hereaft^ as he may, &c. 

Praying you also, cousin, and advising for 
the ease of us both, and of our friends, and of 
many other, that ye be at London by times 
this term, and if we speed well now, all well 
all tiiis year after; for I know verily there 
was never made a greater labour than shall 
be made now, and therefore I pray to Our 
Lady, help us, and her Blessed Son, which 
have you in his holy keeping. 

Written at your poor place of Bayfield, on 
St. Francis's day, in haste. 

Your cousin, 
William Yelverton, Justice.^ 

Bayfield, in Norfolk, 

St. Francis's Day, 4th October, 

between 1444 and 1460. 



Right worshipful cousin, I recommend me 
to you, tl»inkiiig you as heartily as I can for 
myself, &c., and especially for that ye do so 
much for Our Lady's House of Walsingham, 
which I trust verily ye do the rather for the 
great love that ye deem I have thereto ; for 
truly if I be drawn to any worship or welfare, 
and discharge of mine enemies' danger, I 
ascribe it unto Our Lady. 

Praying you therefore that ye will be as 
friendly to Our Lady's House as I wote 
(know) well ye have alway been, and in 
especial now, that I might have of you the 
report certainly by your letter of that that 
Naunton your cousui informed you and told 
you by mouth of all matters touching Our 
Lady's House of Wabingham ; for methinketh 
by that I have heard by Our Lady's priest of 
Walsingham, if I understood well that matter. 



1 Humphrey Stafford, Earl of Stafford, &c.. was 
created Duke of Buckingham in 1444. 23 H. VI. 
His mother was the Lady Anne, only daughter of 
Thomas of Woodstock, youngest son to Edward III. 
He was firm in the interest of his sovereign, and lost 
his Ufe in the liattle of Northampton, in July 1460, 
where he jointly commanded with the Duke of 
Somerset. His son Stafford, mentioned in this 
letter, was most probably Humphrey Earl of Stafford, 
who was wounded at the first battle of St. Albans, in 
1455, and of which wounds he soon after died; if 
•0, it undoubtedly ascertains the date of this letter to 



some period between 1444 and 1455. The signature 
is remarkable for having the initial B of the title 
included within the initial H of the Christian 
name. 

2 In 1440 William Yelverton, son of John Yel- 
verton, by Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Read, and 
widow of Robert Clere, was appointed King's Ser- 
jeant, and in 1444 a Justice of the Ring's Bench, and 
in 1460 he was created a Knight of the Bath. This 
letter, therefore, was most probably written before 
1460, as had it been written uler that time, he would 
have signed himself knight as well as jostico. 
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LETTER XVIL— (XIIL vol. iii. p. 45.) 

I have given this letter as a specimen of disputes which frequently arise at present, as well as in former 
times, when either encroachments are really made by thepriucipal person in a parish, or when any act is 
done which appears such to some self 'important little owner. Wbich party was right in this matter is at this 
distance of time very immaterial ; it only shows human nature to have been the same yesterday and to-day. 
[It is interesting also, asshowingthe practical freedom of the people, where the yeomen could soopenly and 
sturdily contend aga^ist their superiors in rank and wealth, and also the general rectitude and fiumess of the 
law-courts ; for if there had been any fear of indirect influence, they would not have so readily appealed to 
them. England appears even at this time to have been the country— . * 

" Where even the meanest peasant studies law. 
And keeps thereby the magistrates in awe," 

as has been well said by Defoe in his ' Truobom Englishman,' which couplet, by the way, is the original of 
Goldsmith's more eleguit'but feebler one in the 'Traveller.' 

" Where even the peasant boasts his rights to scan. 
And learns to venerate himself as man."] 

To John Paston, dwelling in the Temple at London, be this letter delivered in haste. 



I GREET you well ; and let you weet, that, on 
the Sunday before St. Edmond, after even 
song, Agnes Ball come to me to my closet and 
bade me good even, and Clement Spicer with 
her ; and I asked him what he would ; and he 
asked me why I had stopped in the king's 
way ; and I said to him I stopped no way but 
mine own, and asked him why ne had sold my 
land to John Ball, and he swore he was never 
accorded with your father ; and I told him if 
his father had done as he did, he would have 
been ashamed to have said as he said; and all 
that time Waryn Herman leaned over the 
park close and listened what we said ; and said 
that the change was a rewly (grievous) change, 
for the town was undo (undone) thereby, and 
is the worse by an 100/. And I told him it 
was no courtesy to meddle him in a matter but 
if (unless) he were called to coimcil; and 
proudly going forth with me in the church, 
he said tihe stopping of the way should cost 
me twenty notnes (6/. I3s.id.) and yet it 
should down again. And I let him weet, 
he that pat it down should pay therefore. 

Also he said that it was well done that I 
set men to work to owl ^ many while I was 

1 To owl may signify to deceive, as an owler is a 
person who carries contraband goods in the night ; 
though I rather think it means in this place to oil, 
that IS. to smooth to her purpose, but q. ? [Fenn, 
there is little doubt, is right in supposing that '* to owl '* 
is here intended to signify " to deceive," but we know 
of no other instance of such use of the word : in tiio 



here, but in the end I shall lose my cost. Then 
he asked me why I had away his hay at Wals- 
ham, saying to me he would he had wist 
it, when it was carried, and he should a 
letted (have hindered) it; and I told him it 
was mine own ground, and for mine own I 
would hold it; and he bade me take four 
acres and go no farther; and thus churtly^ 
(churlishly q, ?) he departed from me in the 
churchyard; and since I spake with a cer- 
tain man, and asked him if he heard ought 
say why the dinner was made at Norfolk^s 
house, and he told me (he) heard say that 
certain men had sent to London to get a com- 
mission out of the Chancery to put down again 
the wall and the dyke. I received your let- 
ter by Robert Repps this day, after this letter 
(was) written thus far : I have read it, but I 
can give you none answer more than I liave 
written, save the wife of Harman hath the 
name of our Lady,^ whose blessing ye have and 
mine. Written at Paston, on the day after 
St. Edmond. By your mother, 

Agnes Paston. 

Paston, 17th November, 
after 1444. 23 H. VI. 



instance given the term owler is applied to the can- 
trabandist in reference to his ni(;ht employment, and 
not to his deceit. It cannot either, we think, mean 
"to oil."] 

* [Churtley is rvrtlu, a good old English word , 
meaning shortly, sharply, angrily.] 

^ [t.^. her name was Mary.] 
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LETTER XVIII.— (XI V. vol. iii. p. 49.) 

This lotier conUdiif a curious fact. It appears by it that the riieriflTs officers had arretted a person in the 
. churdi during muss, and thut the priest uiid some of the con^egation had rescued him, for which a suit was 
' commenced against them. This shows tlie power of the slvenfi at this time, when even achurdi, during the 
time of divine service, could not protect a person against whom his process had been issued. A murderer 
or robber might have cLaimed sanctuary, but a poor debtor seems to ba\ e had no such privilege . [We do not 
see how the faetis ascertained by Fenn tliat tlie arrest was for debt only. At that time the sberiff and his 
ofOcers could arrest in criminal as well as in civil proc e ss e s.] 



To my right reverend mistresi, Agnet 

Right wordiipful mistress, I recommend me 
unto yoU; thajiking you of the great cheer that 
ye made me die last time thatl was with you ; 
mistress, in all your goods and occupations 
tliat lyelh in my simple power to do in word, 
will; and deed, I have do (dom) my diligence 
and my power thereto, so I l)e saved before 
God; and have owen to your person right 
heady love, for tlie which I am right ill acquit 
(requited) ami (if) it be as I iniderstand it, 
for it is do (done) me to weet that I am sued, 
with more of my parishioners, for a rescue 
making upon the officers of the sheriff; and 
I take God to record that it is wrongfully do 
(done) unto us. And tlie great fray that they 
made in the time of mass it ravislied my wits 
and made me full liedfrily disposed ; I pray 
Jesu give them grace to repent them thereof, 
tliat they that caused it may stand out of i)eril 
of soul. 



PattOHy be thit letter delivered in haste. 

Mistress, at the reverence of God, and as 
ever I may do service Hiat may be pleasing 
unto you, send me justly word^ by the bringer 
of this bill, how ye will that I be guided; for 
it is told me that, if I be taken, I may no other 
remedy havyn (have) but straight to prison ; 
for the which I have sold away 20«. worth of 
stuff, and the residue of my stuff I have put it 
insure hand, for truly I will not abide the 
jeopardy of the swth (suit) I have levir (had 
rather) to go as far as my feet may bear me ; 
neverdieless as ye command me to do, so it be 
not to my great hurt, I will fulfil it. No 
more to you at this time, but God send you 
tliat grace that ye may come to his blis& 
Written at Bromholm, in great liaste. 

By your 
Sir Robert Williamson. 
No certain date. 
Alitor 1444. 23 H. VI. 



LETTER XIX.— (XV. vol. iii. p. 51.) 

The date of this letter cannot be ascertained, though it must have been written after 1444. when William Yel- 
vorton was appointed a judge of the King's Bench. He seems to fear a party, in opposition to him, in Nor- 
folk, would injure him with the kiug aud lords, and therefore wishes fur Sir John Fastolfs interference to 
prevent it. The judge's mother was i^idow to Kobert Clere. and by that means ^ was half-brother to 
Edmuud Clere, of Stokesby. [This Sir John Fastolf, it has beoa asserted, was the oflginal of Shakspere's 
inimitable Sir John Falstaff. This letter, however, shows a curious contrariety to the dramatk: atuation 
of the parties, for here wo have the judge sueing to the knight aud thanking him for his *' gentleness and 
kiuduuss." See a further notice of Fastolf in a subsequent letter.] 

A letter to Sir John Fhstolfy/rom Justice Yelvtrton,^ 



My most worshipful and best betrusted master, 
I recouuncud me to you, thanking you for 
many great gentleness and kindness that ye 
have sliowed uuto me ; aud for the great ease 
that I had of your man and your horses also. 

As for tidings out of this country, here is a 
marvellous disposed country, aud many evil- 
willed people to Sir Thomas Todeuham aud 

1 This is written on the bock of the letter, which 
has no direction, in an ancient hand. 



Hey don, aud but if they be put in comfort* 
there by the mean of a good sheriff and under- 
sheriff, they may have remedy now by the 
order of law, and else great iuconveniences are 
like for to follow thereof; therefore. Sir, tor the 
weal of all our good country, move the king, 
my Lord ChaiM^ellor, and all other lords, as ye 
think best Ibr this matter on this behalf. Aim, 

• [Fenn gives, in error — coasort.] 
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Sir, if they noise me by the mean of my Lord 
Scales, or by any other mean, or by any bill 
sued by Brygg, or by any other man by their 
craft, that it please you to say for me in salva- 
tion of my poor worship, which I wot well they 
may not hurt but (unless) they do me wrongs 
to the king, my Lord Chancellor, my Lord of 
Winchester, ray Lord Cromwell, and in other 
places as ye seemeth, that no credence be 
given to mine hurt in mine absence. Also, Si r, 
that William Jenney and Brayn, (q. Bryan f) 



the clerks of the sessions, be hasted hither- 
ward as well as they may; and. Sir, my 
cousin Paston and my brother Clere can teU 
you much more thing that 1 should write of to 
you and (if) I had leisure, but I shall within 
short time send you more tidings out of this 
country, by the grace of God, wUchhave you 
in his holy keeping. 

By your old servant, 

William Yelverton, Justice, 



LETTER XX.— (XVI. vol. iii. p. 55.) 

[This letter, without containing any circumstance of great importance, is so complete a detail of the events of 
common life, told in lan^iage of such simple truthfulness, so indicative of the secret though perhaps 
unconscious workings of the mind, as to be extremely interesting. The lawyer it appears had searched, 
not into the justice of Lady Morley's claim, but to have found writings thereof; but "could none find in 
none wise ;" and Margaret herself hud induced a witness or mediator to promise that " he will hold rather 
with you than with her."] 

To my right worshipful htisband, John Paston, be this letter delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, desiring heartily to hear of your 
welfare ; praying you to weet that I was with 
my Lady Morley * on the Saturday next 
after that ye departed from hence, and told 
her what answer that ye had of John Butt, 
and she took it right strangely, and said that 
she had told you and showed you enough, 
whereby ye might liave knowledge that the 
relief ought to be paid to her ; and she said 
she wist well that ye delay it forth that she 
should not have that longeth (helongeth) 
to her right ; and she told me how it was 
paid in Thomas Chambers* time, when her 
daughter Hastings was wedded ; aTid she said 
since that ye will make none end with her, 
she will sue therefore as law will. 

I conceived by her tliat she had counsel 
to labour against you therein within right 
short time, and then I prayed her that she 
would vouchsafe not to labour against you 
in this matter till ye came home, and she 
said nay by her faith, she would no more 
days give you therein ; she said she had set 
you so many days to accord with her, and 
ye had broke them, that she was right weary 
thereof; and she said she was but a woman. 



» Lady Morley was the daughter of a Lord 
Spencer or Despencer, and had to her first liusband 
Sir Hugh Hastyngs, of Elsiug, in Norfolk ; after 
bis decease, she married Thomas Lord Morley, and 
was now his widow, and must have been consider- 



she must do by her counsel, and (as) her 
counsel had advised her, so she said she will 
do ; then I prayed her again that she would 
tarry till ye came home, and I said I trusted 
verily that ye would do when ye came home 
as it longedi to you to do, and if ye might 
have very knowledge that she ought of right 
for to have it, I said I wist well that ye 
would pay it with right good will ; and told 
her that ye had searched to have found 
Mrriting thereof, and ye could none find in 
none wise ; and she said she wist well there 
was writing thereof enough, and she hath 
writing thereof, how Sir Robert of Mauteby, 
and Sir John, and my grandsire, and divers 
other of my ancestors paid it, and said never 
nay thereto ; and in no wise I could not get 
no grant of her to cease till ye came home ; 
and she bade me that I should do an errand 
to my mother, and when I came home I did 
mine errand to her, and she asked me if I 
had spoken to my lady of this foresaid 
matter, and I told her how I had done, and 
what answer I had ; and she said she should 
go to my Lady Morley's on the next day, and 
she should speak to her thereof, and essay to 
get grant of her to cease of the foresaid 

ably advanced in age. Slie seems to have had 
right on her side, as the Mauteby estate in Spar- 
ham had been granted away by the family of 
Hastyngs, and most probably under a reserved rent 
or relief. 
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matter till that ye come home; and truly 
my mother did her devour [dut^ — the Freuch 
devoir] right faithfully therein, as my 
cousin Clere shall tell you when that he 
speak with you ; and she got grant of my 
said lady that there should nought be done 
gainst you therein, and (if) ye would accord 
with her, and do as ye ought to do, betwixt 
this time and Trinity Sunday. 

Laurence Reed of Mauteby recommendeth 
him to you, and prayeth you that ' ye will 
vouchsafe to let him buy of you the farm 
barley tliat ye should have of him, and if ye 
will let him have it to a reasonable price, he 
will have it with right good will, and he 
prayeth you if ye will that he have it, that 
ye will vouchsafe to send him word at what 
price he should have the comb as hastily as 
ye may, and else he must be purveyed in 
other place. 

As touching other tidings, I suppose John 
of Damme shall send you word in a letter, 
as it is told me verily Heydon shall not 
come at Loudon this term. 

It is said in this country that Daniel ^ is 
out of the king's good grace, and he shall 
down and all his men, and all that be his 
well willers ; there shall no man be so hardy 
to do neither say against my Lord of Suffolk,* 
nor none that longeth to him, and all that 
have done and said against him they shall 
sore repent them. Katiiarine Walsham shall 
be wedded on the Monday next after Trinity 
Sunday, as it is told me, to the gallant with 
the great chain ; * and there is purveyed for 
her much good array of gowns, girdles, and 
attires, and much other good array, and he 
hath purchased a great purchase of five marks 
(3/. 6». 8rf.) by the year to give her to her 
jointure. 

I am afraid that John of Sparham * is so 
schyttyl (light) witted, that he will set his 
goods to mortgage to Heydon, or to some 

I [It does not appear who this Daniel, afterwards 
called Lord Daniel, was. During Jack Cade's 
rebellion, a bill of indictment was found, among 
several others, against Tliomas Daniel, but that was 
as a friend and adherent of Siiffolk. He may, 
however, have been the Thomsis Daniel, constable of 
Castle Rising, who married a sister of John Howard, 
afterwards Duke of Norfolk, mentioned in Letter 
cxxxix.] 

^ At this time William do la Pole, Marquess of 



other of your good friends, but if (unless) I 
can hold him in the better, ere ye come home ; 
he hath been arrested since that ye went ; and 
hath had much sorrow at the suit of Master 
John Stokes of London for ten marks 
(6/. I3s. 4d.\ that Sparham owed to him ; 
and in gooa faith he hath had so much 
sorrow and heaviness that he wist not what 
he might do. I feel him so disposed that he 
would have sold and have set to mortgage 
all that he hath, he had not rowth (cared) 
to whom, so that he might have had money 
to have holpen himself with ; and I entreated 
him so that I suppose he will neither sell 
nor set to mortgage, neither cattle nor other 
goods of his, till he speak with you ; he 
supposeth that all that is done to him is at 
the request of the parson of Sparham and 
Knatysale. I suppose it is alms (charity) to 
comfort him, for in good faith he is right 
heavy, and his wife also; he is not now 
imder arrest, he hath paid his fees, and goeth 
at large ; he was arrested at Sparham, of one 
of Kuatysale's men. 

Hodge Feke told me that Sym Shepherd 
is still with Wylly, and if ye will I shall 
purvey that he shall be brought home ere ye 
come home. It is told me that he that 
kept your sheep was outlawed [on Monday 
at the suit of Sir Thomas Todenham, and 
if it be so ye are not like to keep him long. 
And as touching that that ye bade me speak 
for to Bacton, he saith he is well advised 
that she said she would never have to do 
with all, nor he cannot pick that she hath 
none right to have it, and he will say like 
as he hath heard her say, and if she speak to 
him thereof he will rather hold with you 
than with her. I pray you that ye will 
vouchsafe to send me word liow ye speed in 
your matter touching Gresham, and how 
Daniel is in grace. Harry Goneld hath 
brought to me 40*. of Gresham since ye 

Suffolk, received the greatest marks of favour from 
the queen, and was very soon after the writing of 
this letter created Duke of Suffolk. 

3 It appears that chains of gold were at this time 
worn as ornaments of dress, and that this gallant 
out did his contemporaries in the size of his. 

* The Sparhams were an ancient family, residing 
at Sparham, iu Norfolk : this was the last male of 
that branch, and seems with himself to have finished 
his estate, &c. 
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went, and he saith I shall have more ere 
Whitsuntide if he may pick it up. 

yl suppose James Gresham have told, yon 
01 other things that I have sped since ye 
went hence. If I hear any strange tidings 
in this country I shall send you word. I 
pray you that I may be recommended to 
my Lord Daniel. 



The Holy Trinity have you in his keeping, 
and send you heallh and good speed in all 
your matters touching your right. Written 
at Norwich, on the Wednesday next after 
that ye parted hence. 

Yours, Margaret Paston. 
Norwich, 
Wednesday, April, 1448. 
26 H. Vl. 



LETTER XXL 

[This letter is from James Gresham to " mine 
especial master, John Paston, Esquire,'* con- 
jectured to have been written on the 18th Oct. 
1449. It relates the progress of some obscure 
lawsuits, and announces some political changes, 
but nothing of any peculiar interest, unless 
it be the following : — ** On Monday last past 
was a great affiray at Coventry, between the 



—(VII. vol. i. p. 25.) 

Duke of Somerset's men and the watchmen 
of the town, and two or three men of the 
town were killed there, to (the) great disturb- 
ance of all the lords there, for the larum bell 
was rung, and the town arose, and would have 
jeoparded (hazarded) to have distressed the 
Duke of Somerset, &c. had not the Duke of 
Buckingham taken a direction therein.] 



LETTER XXII.— (XVII. vol. iii. p. 63.) 



[This is an authentic copy of the articles of 
impeachment exhibited against the Duke of 
Suffolk, taken at the time, and the purport of 
them may be found in several of our histories 
of that period.] These articles were exhibited 
in" the beginning of February, 1449-50, when 
the duke was committed to the Tower, where 
his confinement was but short ; as, upon the 
adjournment of the parliament to meet at 
JLeicester in April, he then appeared there in 
nis usual post as prime minister. I cannot 
help taking notice of the words of the last 
sentence of the first charge, " Wheruppon the 
same Duke of Suff* sith ye tyme of heis arest« 
hath do (that is, hath caused) the seid Mar- 
garete to be'married to heis seid sonne." From 
^ese words it plainly appears that the duke 
immediately upon his arrest caused the 
marriage between his son and the Lady 
Margaret to be solemnised. I do not find 
that any of our historians mention this as a 
matter which actually took effect, but only 
as a matter which the duke had in contem- 
plation, the lady at this time being only eight 



or nine years old. Moreover, had this mar- 
riage been then really solemnised, it must 
have affected not only the legitimacy of the 
duke's children, but also the legitimacy of the 
Lady Margaret's son, Henry VII., as John 
Duke of Suffolk (the person here mentioned 
as her husband) lived till 1491; and she 
married Edmund Tudor, Earl of Richmond, 
and by him had her son Henry (afterwards 
Henry VII.), about 1455. The renowned 
Lady Margaret here mentioned was the only 
daughter and heir of John Beaufort, Duke of 
Somerset, grandson of John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster. She married Edmund Tudor, 
Earl of Richmond, by whom she was the 
mother of our King Henry VII. After the 
decease of this earl, she was successively the 
wife of Henry Stafford younger son of Hum- 
phrey Duke of Buckingham, and Thomas 
Stanley, Earl of Derby; after which last 
marriage she engaged herself in a vow of 
celibacy, and spent her time in prayer, alms- 
giving, and foimding colleges. She died in 
1509, when about seventy years old. 
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LETTER XXIII.— O'lII. vol. i. p. 29.) 

Articles of impeachment were exhibited by the Commons in parliament against the Duke of Suffolk in 
February, 1449 ; and the king, to a])pca8e them, committed the Duke to the Tower: his enlargement 
ftrom thence, &c. is here related ; and it seems by what is here mentioned, that he appeared abroad usually 
with a Kuard. [The fact of the insecurity of Yarmouth and the coast of Norfolk is historically curious, 
nod is strongly indicative of the disturbed state of the times. Mr. Fenn. we think, is slightly mistaken 
as to the Duke of Suffolk's ^uard; " his men again waiting upon him," is merely the numerous train com - 
mon at that time with the irreat nobility. It is true they were frequently armed, and the reader will pro- 
bably call to mind the conflicts between the retainers of the Duke of Gloster and the Bishop of Winchester, 
described by Shakspere in this very reign ; but they were not guards.] 

To my right wonhip/ul master, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



RiailT worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, desiring heartily to hear of your wel- 
fare, &c. (then follows some common business 
about his farms and tenants.) 

William Rutt, the which is with Sir John 
Hereningham,' came Iiome from London yes- 
terday, and he said plainly to his master, and 
to many other folks, that Uie Duke of Suffolk 
is pardoned, and hath his men again waiting 
upon him, and is right well and at ease and 
merry, and is in the king's good grace, and in 
the good conceit of all the lords, as well as 
ever he was. 

Tliere have been many enemies against 
Yarmouth and Cromer, and have done 
much harm, and taken many Englishmen, 
and put them in great distress, and greatly 



(heavily) ransomed them ; and the said 
enemies have been so bold that they come 
up to the land, and play them on Caister 
Sands and in oliier places, as homely as \as 
much at home* as if] they were Englishmen ; 
folks be right sore afraid that they will do 
much liarm this summer, but if (unless) there 
be made right great purveyance against them. 

Other tidings know I none at this time; the 
blissful Trinity liave you in his keeping. 

Written at Norwich on Saint Gregory's 
day. 

Yours, M. Paston. 
Norwich, 
St. Gregory's Day, 
Thursday. 12th of March, 
1449. S8H.VI. 



LETTER XXIV.~(XVIII. voLiii.p. 81.) 



fTiils letter is from Robert the prior of 
Bromholm, " to my sovereyn John Paston," 
written about March, 1 149-50, requesting him 
" as I am your true beadsman as (to) labour 
for me here that I might have a writ of passage 
directed unto such men as you think that 
should best give me my charge." He adds, 
'* Some counsel me to have a letter of exchange, 



though it were but of forty shillings or less, 
but 1 commit all my best (behest q f)^ in this 
matter to your wisdom, and whatever ye pay 
in this matter, I shall truly at our meetinjf 
repay again to you." The prior was going to 
a bishop, but it is not said where, or upon 
wliat business.] 



LETTER XXV.— (XIX. vol. iii. p. 85.) 

I have given this letter as mentioning a tenure by petit sergeanty ; these tenures were abolished by a statute, 
in the reign of Charles II., but the honorary services by grand sergeanty are still continued. 

To my right worshipful huAand, John Paston, 



RiOHT worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, praying you to weetthat the |)arson of 
Oxnead told me that Wyndham told him 

' 1 The family of Heveningham had large posses- 
sions in Norfolk, and was a family of consequence in 
that county for many descents. 



that Swainsthorp is held of the king by the 
third part or the fourth part of a knight's fee, 
and wnosoever had the manor of Swainsthorp 

* [Fenn reads, " as much at their ease as if. "J 
> [Behest is order or appoint. We rather think 
*' all my best " means all for my best.] 
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he should find an armed man in time of war 
in the castle of Norwich forty days to his own 
cost^ and that ye should pay 30s. to the king 
yearly out of the said manor ; and it is found 
also that your father should have died seised, 
and that ye should have entered therein as heir 
after your father's decease, and that ye should 
be now upon the age of thirty winters. 



The Trinity have you in his keeping; 
written at Norwich, the Friday next afore 
Saint George. 

Yours, 

M. Paston, 

Norwich, 
Friday, April, 
about 145U, 28 H. VI. 



.LETTER XXVL— (IX. vol. i. p. 33.) r 

This affectionate letter, strongly inculcating his son's duty to God, his sovereign, and his parents, gives him 
goodand fatherly counsel, as to his company, his conversation, and transactions in life ; tells him, that in 
following the advice it contains, he will prosper in the world ; and then, solemnly pronouncing a blessing on 
him, it concludes wi& a prayer for him and his posterity. May not this well-wntten epistle alone entitle 
this duke to a place amongst'the noble authors of England ? This advice, written so immediately upon his 
departure, ana so short a time before his murder, must have made a deep impression on his son's mind; 
and doubtless in that age the letter was much admired, as even at this period of refined literature, it may 
be called a good and an affecting composition. [The Duke of Suffolk appears here in an entirely new 
character. History represents him, ou very sufficient grounds, as ambitious, proud, revengeful, greedy, 
unfaiHiftil alike to his king and to his country when his own interests could be served by the sacrifice of 
eiUier. Hume (Hist, of Eng. chap. xx. xxi.) and the Pictorial History of England (vol. ii. p. 83, et sea.') 
display the real character of the man in his actions, and Shakspere, in his Henry VL Part ii., has viviiuy 
and no doubt correctly stated the popular opinion of the time as to his conduct. The captain who seiiea 
him at sea, and, quibbling on his name, tells him, he is the pool or puddle- 



adds also that-' 



" Whose filth and dirt. 
Troubles tlie silver spring where England drinks," 

'* By devilish policy art thou grown great, 
And, like ambitious Sylla, over gorg'd 
With gobbets of thy mother's bleeding heart." 



Probably, however, the Duke added ^hypocrisy to his other vices, and a slaid and apparently devout 
demeanor may have been adopted by the lavourite of the weak^but pious Henrj'.] 

The Copy of a notable letter, written by the Duke of Suffolk ^ to his Son* giving him therein 

very good counsel. 



Mv dear and only well-beloved son, I beseech 
our Lord in Heaven, the Maker of all the 
World, to bless you, and to send you ever grace 
to love him, and to dread him, to the which, as 
far as a father may charge his child, I both 
charge you, and pray you to set all your 
spirits and wits to do, and to know his 
holy laws and commandments, by the which 
ye shall, with his great mercy, pass all the 
great tempests and troubles of this wretched 
world. 

I William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, succeeded 
his brother Michael, slain at the battle of Agincourt 
in 141&, as Earl of Suffolk ; he was prime minister 
and &vourite of Henry VI. and Queen Margaret, 
was created in 1443, 23 H. VI., Marquess, and iu 1449t 
26 H. VI., Duke of Suffolk. He was banished by 
the king at the instigation of the Commons, &c. 
and murdered on the sea, on the 2d of May, 1450, 
28 H. VI. He married Alice, widow of Thomas de 
Montacute, Karl of Salisbury, and daughter and 
VOL. I. 



And that also, weetingly, ye do nothing 
for love nor dread of any earthly creature 
that should displease him. And there as 
(whenever) any frailty inaketh you to fall, 
beseech his mercy soon to call you to him 
again with repentance, satisfaction, and con- 
trition of your heart, never more in will to 
ofiend him. 

Secondly, next him above all earthly 
things, to be true liegeman in heart, in will, 
in thought, in deed, unto the king our alder 

heir of Thomas Chaucer, Esq., of Ewelme, in Ox- 
fordshire, and grand-daughter of Geoffery Chaucer, 
the celebrated poet. 

3 John de la Pole (after his &ther's murder) 
Duke of Suffolk, &c. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, 
and sister of Edward IV. He died in 1491, 7 H. 
VII. and was buried by his father at Wingfield In 
Suffolk. [See Letter xxvii.] 
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most (greatest) high and dread sovereign 
lord, to whom both ye and I be so much 
bound to ; charging you as father can and 
may, rather to die than to be tlie contrary, 
or to know anything that were against the 
welfare or prosperity of his most royal 
person, but that as far as your body and life 
may stretch ye live and die to defend it, 
and to let his highness have knowledge 
thereof in all the haste ye can. 

Thirdly, in the same wise, I charge you, 
my dear aon, alway as ye be bouuden by 
the commandment of God to do, to love, 
to worship, your lady and mother; and 
also that ye obey alway her command- 
ments, ana to believe her counsels and 
advices in all your works, the which dread 
not but shall be best and truest to you. And 
if any other body would steer you to the 
contrary, to flee the counsel in any wise, 
for ye mall find it naught and evil. 

Furthermore, as far as father may and 
can, I charge you in any wise to flee the 
company and counsel of proud men, of 
covetous men, and of flattering men, the 
more especially and mightily to withstand 
them, and not to draw nor to meddle with 
them, with all your might and power ; and 
to draw to you and to your company good 



and virtuous men, and such as be of good 
conversation, and of truth, and by them 
shall ye never be deceived nor repent you of. 

Moreover, never follow your own wit in no 
wise, but in all your works, of such folks as 
I write of above, ask your advice and 
counsel, and doing thus, with the mercy of 
God, ye shall do right well, and live in 
right much worship, and great heart's rest 
and ease. 

And I will be to you as good lord and 
father as my heart can think. 

And last of all, as heartily and as 
lovingly as ever father blessed his child in 
earth, I give you ^ blessing of Our Lord 
and of me, which of his infinite mercy 
increase you in all virtue and good living ; 
and that your blood may by his grace irom 
kindred to kindred multiply in this eardi to 
his service, in such wise as after tiie depart- 
ing from this wretched world here, ye and 
they may glorify him eternally amongst his 
angeb in heaven. 

Written of mine hand. 

The day of my departing fro this land. 

Your true and loving father, 

Suffolk. 

April. 
1450. ») H. VI. 



LETTER XX VII.— (X. voL i. p. 39.) 
7*0 #Atf rigki worAip/MlJokn Paettm, at Norwich. 



Right worshipful sir, I recommend me to 
you, and am right sorry of that I shall say, 
and have so washed this little bill with 
sonrowful tears, that uneths^ (tcarctfy) ye 
shall read it. 

As on Monday next aita May day (4th of 
May) there came tidings to London, that on 
Thursday bdore (SOI* ofJprii), ^ Duke of 
Suffolk came unto the coasts of Kent * fiill 
mar Dover with his two ships and a little 
qunner; the which qiinner he sent with 
certain letters, by certain of bis trusted men, 
unto Calais waiil, to know how he should be 
reouved; and with him met a ^p called 

1 rUMOi k UMwily— i. r.. wi& diffinaty.] 
' SoiM of oar bkioriani say tbat Ke pat to h* 
fkos& the coast ot Norfolk. 



Nicholas of Ae Tower" with other ships wait- 
ing (m him, and by them that were in the 
spinner dte master of the Nicholas had 
Imowledge of the duke's coming. 

When he espied the duke's ships, he sent 
fordi his boat to weet what they were, and the 
duke himself spoke to them, and said, he was 
by die king's commandmoit sent to Calais 
ward, &c., and they said he must speak with 
tiieir master ; and so he^ with two or three of 
his men, went forth with them in &eir boat to 
the Nicholas; and whm he came, the master 
bade him, " Wdoome, izaitor,*' as Tom say. 

And furtiber tiie mantir deaiicd to weet if 



3 

•ad 
150 



bdoif^toBriilol 
a great shipyWiOi ' 



iBl44S.>0H. VI.. 
and carried 



PASTON LETTERS. 



19 



the shipmen would hold with the duke, and 
they sent word they would not in no wise ; 
and 80 he was in the Nicholas till Saturday 
(2nd May) next following. 

Some say he wrote much thing to be de- 
livered to the king, but that is not verily 
known. 

He had his confessor with him, &c. ; and 
some say he was arraigned in the ship on their 
manner upon the Impeachments,^ and found 
guilty, &c. * 

Also he asked the name of the ship, and 
when he knew it, he remembered Stacy that 
said, if he might escape the danger of the 
Tower he should be safe, and then his heart 
failed him, for he thought he was deceived.^ 

And in the sight of all his men he was 
drawn out of the great ship into the boat, and 
there was an axe and a stock, and one of the 
lewdest (meanett) of the ship bade him lay 
down his head, and he should be fairly ferd 
(decUt) with, and die on a sword ; and took a 
rusty sword and smote off his head within [in 
less than] half a dozen strokes, and took away 
his gown of russet, and his doublet of velvet 
mailed, and laid his body on the sands of 
Dover : and some say his head was set on a 

ole by it ; and his men set on the land by 
with] great circumstance and prey [jparade 
and rubbery,']^ 

^ Impeachments by the Commons; this shoi^'s 
that these ships were sent out on purpose to take 
him, &c. 

3 [Shaktpere, who gives the details of his death 
with great nistorical accuracy, varies the nature of 
the prophecy. It is more than probable that the 
greater number of these predictions were formed 
after and made to fit the event, and Shakspere may 
even have varied it to suit his scene : he could not 
so well have introduced the 8t. Nicholas of the 
Tower. Suffolk, on tiie sea-shore, says to one of his 
captors: — 

" Thy name (Walter) affrights me, in whose sound 
is death ; 

A cunning man did calculate my birth ; 

And told me that by water I sliould die : 

Yet let nut this make thee be bloody-minded ; 

Thy name is Gualtier, being rightly sounded." — 

Henry VL, Part ii.] 

' [Fenn translates — " and his meu sit on the land 
by great circumstance (q. by great numbers) and 
pray.** He then suggests another reading— "and 
his men (trere) set on the land be {together with) 
great circumstance (wealth') and prey (booty).** The 
original is—*' and hes men sette on the londe be 
grette «ire08k*nee andpraye." See also the second 
paragraph of the next letter.] 



I 



And the slieriff of Kent doth watch the 
body,^ and (hath) sent his under-sheriD' to the 

i'udges to weet what to do ; and also to the 
Ling (to know) what shall be done. 

Further I wot not, but thus far is it, if the 
process be erroneous let his counsel reverse i^ 
&c. 

Also for all the other matters they sleep, and 
the fryar also, &c. Sir Thomas KerieP is 
taken prisoner and all the leg-harness, and 
about 3000 Englishmen slain. 

Matthew Gooth" (q. Gouyh), with 1500, 
fled, and saved himself and them. And 
Peris Brusy was chief captain, and had 
10,000 Frenchmen and more, &c. 

I pray you let my mistress, your mother, 
know these tidings, and God have you all in 
his keeping. 

I pray you (that) this bill may recommend 
me to my mistresses, your mother and wife, 
&c. 

James Gresham hath written to John of 
Dam, and recommendeth him, &c. 

Written in great haste at London, the 5th 
day of May, &c. 

By your wife, 

William Lomner.^ 

London, Tuesday, 
5th of Mav. 1450, 
28 II. ^I. 

* His body was taken ftom Dover Sands, and 
carried to the collegiate church of Wingtield, in 
Suffolk, where it lies interred under an altar tomb, 
in the chancel, with his etli^ira in armour, painted, 
gilt, &c. carved in wood, lying on it. It is remark- 
ably well executed, as is tliat of Alice his wife, 
likewise, which lies at his right hand. [This is a 
mistake of Fenn's. There are three monuments in 
Wingfield church to other members uf the same 
family, but there is no memorial for him. They are 
engraved in Stothard's ' Monumental Effigies.' — 
See Geut. Mag. for Feb. I840.j 

^ He was taken prisoner at the battle of Four* 
migni, fought on the 18th of April, 1450, where he 
defended himself with great bravery. He was 
beheaded by Queen Margaret's order, after the 
second battle of St. Alban s, in 1460. 

^ Query if the brave Matthew Gough, who was 
afterwards slain in Cade's rebellion, fighting on the 
citizens part, in July 1450, at tlie Battle of the 
Bridge. 

' [This singular subscription is explained by Mr 
Fenn to have arisen from the lact of W.Lomner havinJT 
been frequently employed as amanuensis by Marg< 
Paston, many of her letters being in the same hand- 
writing, and tliat he had here forgotten at the in- 
stant in what capacity he was writing.] 
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LETTER XX VIII.— (XI. toI. i. p. 45.) 



To my right wonhiffful cousin, 

Right wonhipful sir, I recommend me unto 
you in the most good! v wise that I can; and 
forasmuch as ye desired of me to send you 
word of divers matters here, which have been 
opened in the parliament openly, I send you 
of them such as I can. 

First most especial, that for very truth 
upon Saturday that last was, the Duke of 
Suffolk was taken in the sea, and there he 
was beheaded, and his body with the appur- 
tenance set at land at Dover; and all the 
folks that he had with him were set to land, 
and had none harm. 

Also the king hath somewhat granted to 
have the resumption again, in some but not 
in all, &c. 

Also if ye purpose to come hither to put 
up your bills, ye may come now in a good 
time, for now every man that hath any thev 
put them in, and so may yc if ye come, with 
God^s grace to your pleasure.^ 



/oAit Potion, of Norwidi, Etq, 

Furthermore, upon the 4th day of this 
month, the Earl of Devonshire' came hither 
with 300 men well beseen^ [provided], &c. 
and upon the morrow after, my Lord of 
Warwick, with 400 and more, &c. 

Also as it is noised here, Calais shall be 
besieged within this seven days, &c. 

God save the king, and send us peace, &c. 

Other tidings be there none here, but 
Almighty God have you in his keeping. 

Written at Leicester, the 6th day of May. 

Your cousin, 

John Crame.^ 



I^eicestcr, 
Wednesday, 6th of May, 
1450, 28 H. VI. 




LETTER XXIX.— (XII. Vol. i. p. 53.) 

Thomas Howys appears to have been a superintendent of Sir John Fastolfs affairs at Caister. ITe was rector 
of Hlofleld In Norfolk, fhim about 1460 to 1471: andwasoneof Sir John's executors. Castlecomb is in Wilt- 
shire. [For a notice of Sir J. Fostolf, see a subsequent Letter.] 

Th my trusty and well-beloved friend, Sir Thomeu Howys, Parson of Castlecomb, 



Trusty and well*beloved friend, I greet you 
well. (^Here follow some orders respecting his 
affairs at Caister,) And I pray you send 
me word who dare be so hardy to kick 
against you in my right ; and say (to) them 
on my half {behalf) that they shall oe quyt* 
[reoHited], as far as law and reason will; 
and if they will not dread nor obey that, 
then they shall be quyt by Blackbeard or 

1 Here fbllows some advice relative to some 
private bills of J. Poston, to be presented to the 
pcurliament. 

* Thomas Courtney, Earl of Devonshire, was 
taken at the battle of To>\ton in 1461, and after- 
wards beheaded, by order of Edward IV., he having 
revolted from Edward to Henry VI. 

* [Fton explains this word, " A fine body of men 
well arraytd and accoutred."] 

* The Grane« were a good family, flourishing at 
his time in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, 



Whitebeard,' that is to say, by God or the 
devil ; and therefore I charge you, send me 
word whether such as have been mine 
adversaries before this time continue still in 
their wilfulness, &c. 

Item, I hear ofttimes many strange reports 
of demenys ^ of the governance of my place 
at Cfiuster and other places, as in my chatell 
approving, in my wines, the keeping of my 

and the writer of this lettn appears to have beloi^;ed 
to the court. 

* [Fenn translates quiet in thb and the following 
instance.] 

* Swearing, we are told by some of our historians, 
was the fitshion of the time, and we are here pre- 
sented with one of the usual oaUu. 

^ [Perhaps from the French demence, follies, mad- 
ness; ormui<f«iiieajior«. Fenn translates fA«<2«m«a»- 
ing. " As in my chattel approving,** &c., is—as is 
proved in my chattels, &c] 



PASTON LETTERS. 



21 



wardrobe and clothes, the avail [ute^ profit'] of 
my conies at Hellesdon, &c., and approvement 
of my lands; praying you heartily, as my 
full trust is m you, to help reform it. 
And that ye suffer no vicious man at my 
place of Caister (io) abide, but well go- 
verned and diligent, as yet will answer to 

Almighty God keep you. Written at 



London, the 27th day of May, in the 28th 

year of the reign of King Henry VI. 

John Fastolf, Knight, 

London, 

Wednesday, 

27th of May, 

UiO. 28 H. 

VL 




\t 



LETTER XXX.— (XIII. vol. i. p. 55.) 



This letter was written in 1465. 5 E. IV. ; but it relates so entirely to a transaction in June and July, 1450, 
28 H. VI. that I have thought it better to place it here, according to the date of the event it records, than 
according to the dateof the time when it was written. It presents to us a certain and curious account of the 
commons of Koit, when assembled at Blackheath under Cade in 1450. and was written by J. Payn (then a 
servant to Sir John Fastolf) who was taken by them, carried about with them, and threatened to have been 
beheaded, &c. It truly shows to us tiie violence and barbarity of a body of men, collected chiefly from the 
meanest of the people, combined together for the pretended purpose of reformation ; but really for the 
destruction of all gcxxl order and leg^ government. J . Payn naa been formerly a servant to Sir John Fas- 
tolf of some consequence, and was now a petitioner for some relief, on account of his losses and misfortunes, 
while a prisoner, &c., with the rebels, from John Paston, one of the escecutors of Sir John Fastolf s wUl. 

To my riffht honourable matter^ John Paston, 



Right honourable and my right entirely 
beloved master, I recommend me unto you 
with all manner of due reverence in #ie 
most lowly wise, as me ought to do, evermore 
desiring to hear of your worshipful state, 
prosperity, and welfare ; the which I beseek 
(beseech^ God, of his abundant grace, increase 
and maintain to his most pleasance and to 
your lieart's desire. 

Pleaseth it, your good and gracious master* 
ship, tenderly to consider the great losses and 
hurts that your poor petitioner hath, and 
hath had, ever since the commons of Kent 
came to the Blackheath, and that is at fifteen 
years passed ; whereas my master, Sir John 
Fastolf, knight, that is your testator, com* 
manded your beseecher to take a man, 
and two of the best horses that were in his 
stable, with him, to ride to the commons of 
Kent to get the articles that they come for ; 
and so I did, and all so soon as I came to 
the Blackheath, the captain^ made the com* 
mons to take me; and for the savation 
(saving) of my master's horses, I made my 
fellow to ride away with the two horses ; and 

1 Jack Cade ; he called himself John Mortimer, 
of the house of March, he was likewise styled 
Captain Mend-all. 

^ It cannot be supposed that the Duke of Exeter, 



I was brought forthwith before the Captain of 
Kent; and the captain demanded (^of) me, 
what was my cause of coming thidier, and 
why that I made my fellow to steal away 
with the horses; and I said that I came 
thither to cheer with my wife's brethren, and 
others that were mine allies, and gossips of 
mine, that were present there; and then was 
there one there and (who) said to the cap- 
tain that I was one of Sir John Fastolf s 
men, and the two horses were Sir John Fas* 
tolf s; and then the captain let cry Treason 
upon me throughout all the field, and 
brought me at four parts of the field, with a 
herald of the Duke of Exeter * before me, in 
the Duke's coat-of-arms, making four oyez 
at four parts of the field; proclaiming openly 
by the said herald, that I was sent thither 
for to espy their puissance and their habili- 
ments of war, from the greatest traitor that 
was in England or in France, as the said 
captain made proclamation at that time, 
from one Sir John Fastolf, knight, the which 
minished (diminished) all the garrisons of 
Normandy, and Manns, and Mayn, the 

a faithful Lancastrian, took any part in this com 
motion, but it is probable his herald might be force! 
into the service of the rebels [or the herald might 
have joined the rebels of his own accord]. 
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which was the cause of the losing of all the 
king^s title and right of an heritance that 
he had beyond sea. And moreover, he said 
that the said Sir John Fastolf had furnished 
his place ^ with the old soldiers of Normandy, 
and habiliments of war, to destroy Ihe com- 
mons of Kent when that they came to 
Southwark, and therefore he said plainly 
that I should lose my head; and so forth- 
with I was taken, and led to the captain's tent, 
and one axe and one block was brought forth 
to have smitten off mine head ; and then my 
master Poynyngs* your brother, with other of 
my friends came, and letted (prevented) the 
captain, and said plainly, that there should 
die an hundred or two that in case be that 
I died ; and so by that mean my life was 
Htved at that time. 

And Ihen I was sworn to the captain, and 
to the commons, that I i^ould go to South- 
wark and array me in the best wise that I 
could, and come again to tliem to help 
them ; and so I got the articles, and brought 
them to my master, and that cost me more 
amongst the commons that day than 27«. 

Whereupon I came to my master Fastolf, 
and brought him the articles, and informed 
him of all the matter, and counselled him to 
put away all his habiliments of war, and the 
old soldiers, and so he did, and went him- 
self to the Tower, and all his meny * [house' 
hold] with him but Betts and one Matthew 
Brayn; and had I not been, the commons 
would have brenned (burnt) his place and 
all his tenuries; where though it cost me 
of my own proper goods at that time more 
than six marks (4/.) in meat and drink, and 
(yet) notwithstanding the captain that same 
time let take me at the White Hart in 
Southwark, and there commanded Lovelace 
to despoil me out of mine array, and so he 
did; and there he took a ffne gown of 
muster devillers* furred with fine beavers, 



I [This must mean Fastolf s house in Southwark, 
alluded to in Letter cxxxi.] 

3 Robert Poynyngs married Elizabeth, the sistex 
of J. Fasten, and was sword-bearer and carver to 
Cade. 

> [Fenn translates— :Aiiiif7]y.] 

* Probably some kind of velvet. 

^ A oMit of mail, consisting of many-jointed and 
scale-like plates, &c. 



and one pair of brigandhnes ''cohered with 
blue velvet and gilt nails, with leg-haameis ; 
the value of the gown and the brigandines 
8/. 

Item, the captain sent certain of his mefny 
to my chamber in your rents,* and there 
(they) l»okeup my chest, and took away 
one obligation of mine that was due unto me 
of 36/. by a priest of Paul's, and one other 
obligation of one knight of 10/., and my 
purse with five rings of gold, and 17«. 6rf. 
of gold and silver; and one harness com- 
plete of the touch of Milan : and one gown 
of fine perse blue, fdrred with martens; and 
two gowns, one fhned with bogey, (bttd^,) 
and one other lined with frieie ; and there 
wotdd have smitten off mine head when 
that they had despoiled me at (the) White 
Hart; and there my nuster Poynynge and 
my friends saved me, and so I was put up, 
till at night that the battle was at London 
Bridge; and then at night the captain put 
me out into the battle at the bridge, and 
there I was wounded, and hurt near hand to 
death; and there I was six hooia in the 
bfttlfe, and might never come out thereof; 
and four times before that time I was carried 
about throughout Kent and Sussex, and 
there they would have smitten off my head ; 
and in Kent there as (u^tere) my wife 
dwelled, they took away all our goods 
moveable that we had; and there would 
hare hanged my wife and five of my 
children, and left her no more goods but 
her kirtle and her smock ; and anon after that 
hurling (commotion), the Bishop of Rochester' 
impeached me to the queen, and so I was 
arrested by the queen's commandment into the 
Marshalsea, and there was in right great 
duress, and fear of mine life, and was 
threatened to have been hanged, drawn, and 
quartered ; and so {they) would have made me 
have impeach my master Fastolf of treason,® 



* [Rents is a house or building. The term exists 
yet in London, in Fulwood's Ruits, near Gray^ft Ion, 
and a few other instanoes.] 

' John Lowe, a learned divine. 

* Why this attempt was made upon him to 
aeeuse his master, Sir John Fastolf, of treason I can- 
not conceive, unless it was, because Sir John left his 
house, &c. in Southwark, and retired to the Tower, 
instead of resisting and attacking the rebels. 
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and because that I would not, tiiey had me 
up to Wegtminster, and there would haye 
sent me to the gaol-house at Windsor, but 
my wife's and one cousin of mine own, that 
were yeomen of the crown, they went to the 



king, and got grace and one charter 
pardon. Per le votre, 

J. Payn. 

June and July, 1450. 28 H. VI., 
I but written 1465. 5 E. IV. 



of 



LETTER XXXL— (XX. vol. iii. p. 87.) 

After J. Boston had received this letter, it seems as if he had sent it to my Lord Oxford, for on the back of 
it, in J. Puton*8 hmd-writini;, is the following direction. " To the rith worspfuU and my rith speciall 
Lord my Lord of Obcenford." The estates in dispute between J. Paston and my Lord Molyns were at 
GreiAiam in Norfolk, where Sir William Ptotun, the Judge, had puTcliased the moiety of a muiur, &c. of 
Thomas Chaucer, Esq. The other moiety now in dispute had been in the poaswsion of the ancestors of 
Ellenor (now the wife of Robert Hungerford, Lord Molyns), who was the daughter and heir oiSix WiUiam 
Molyns, Lord Molyns, who was killed at the siege of Orleans in 1428, and had likewise come into Sir 
William's possession. The disputes were carried on for several years, and how at last finally settled I 
know not. 

7b my right especial master, John Paston, in haste. 



Right worthy worshipful Sir, and mine espe- 
cial master, I recommend me to you, and 
pray you weet that I was yesterday at my 
L(Hrd ChancellorV bouse, and there I spake 
with White, and he told me that he had the 
letter that ye sued for from . . . ., directed to 
the Lord Molyns of that substance that ye had 
sued to him for an especial assise ' and an oyer 
and determiner,' and that he should command 
his men being at Gresham to depart thence, 
and that the profits thereof should be received 
by an indifferent person, safely to be kept till 
the right were determined between you and 
my L(Drd Molyns, &c., which letter White 
sent forth by a man of my Lord Chancellor to 
the Lord Molyns. And he sent his answer in 
writing of this substance, that it should not 
like my Lord Chancellor to grant assise, &c., 
forasmuch as the Lord Molyns had sore be- 
laboured in his country to pease (appease) and 
still the people* there to restrain tiiem from 
rising, and so he was daily laboured there 
about in the king^s service, and that considered, 
he trusted verily that there should none assise 
be granted to your intent; and he said furtlier 
in his answer, if he might attend to be in Nor- 

> Williaai de Wainfleet, Bishop of Winchester, he 
was soon after succeeded by John Kemp, Archbishop 
of York. 

• A writ directed to the sheriff for recovery of 
possession of things immoveable, whereof yourself 
or ancaston have iMen disseised. 

' Is a commission especially granted to certain 
persons for the hearing and determining of causes. 



folk, and leave the necessary service that he 
did to the king now in Wiltshire, he would be 
but well pleased that you had your assize, for 
he knew his title and his evidence so good 
for his part, that he durst well put it in my 
Lord Chancellor and in what judge he would 
call to him ; and where (cu) my Lord Chan- 
cellor desired him to avoid his men, from 
Greflham, he trusted that my lord would not 
desire that, because he had his possession, and 
that it was his wife's right, and so him thought 
it against reason that he should avoid utterly 
his possession. 

This same Monday goeth my Lord Chan- 
cellor and my Ix>rd of Buckingham into Kent,, 
to sit upon an oyer and determiner^ at Rochester^ 
and White told me that there is written a 
general oyer and determiner to be in Norfolk ; 
and that therefore, and for the Lord Molyns: 
writing, him seeme<h it is not to your avail 
to sue for an especial assise nor for an oyer and 
determiner. 

When I came hitherward, I met with my 
Lord of Norfolk, between Barkway and Baber- 
ham homeward, and whether he shall come 
again hither or not I wot not, but I trow ra- 

and was formerly only in use upon smne sudden out- 
rage or insurrection in any place. 

* These disturbances amongst the people were the 
remains of Cade's rebellion, which had been lately 
suppressed. 

» Tlicse commissions of oyer and determiner were 
to try those who had been concerned in the late re- 
bellion under Cade. 
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ther yes than nay, for it is said that all the 
lords be sent for to be here on Monday or 
Tuesday next coming for a council. 

The Chief Justice^ 'is not here, nor none 
other justice, except Danvers,' (who) is now 
made Judge of the Common Pleas, and is 
forth into Kent with the lords, &c. 

All this tofore was written on the Monday 
next after our Lady-day (ITth of Augmt), 
and this same Wednesday was it told that 
Ch^burg is gone, and we have not now a 
foot of luid in Normandy, and men are afraid 
that Calais will be besieged hastily, &c. Pynch> 
amore shall tell you by mouth more than I 
have leisure to write now to you. I wrote to 



mine cm.' that there were nine or ten thou- 
sand men up in Wiltshire, and I had it of the 
report of Wnittock's mede (ftnaidj but I trow 
it IS not so, for here is now little speech there- 
of, nevertheless if I hear more I shiall send you 
word hereafter by some loaders (carrieri) that 
come to Saint Bartholomew's fair. 

Written in haste at London, the Wednesday 
next after our Lady-day, &c. (the Assumption, 
15th August,) 

Your own simple Servant, 
James Gresham. 

London, 

Wednesday, 19th of August, 1450. 

28 II. VI. 



LETTER XXXII.— (XXL vol. iii. p. 93.) 

I have given this letter, as it informs us of the price and value of land at this period. Fourteen years* purchase 
seems hisrh, since it does not appear that Sir John bought it for its convenience, as he mentions selling it 
again. By calling it "Heigham's Place," I suppose there was a house as well as land. In 1470, 
twenty years after this time, the reward offered for apprehending the Duke of Clarence was 1000/. 
in money, or 100/. a-year in land. This seems to fix land at that period at only ten years' purchase ; 
perhaps the preceding civil wars had caused this abatement in its value. [ThisSir John Fastolf seems 
to have been a thoroughly worldly, money-getting man, and his letters must set at rest the statement 
that Shakspere had him in his mind in his character of Sir John Falstaff. There is, indeed, not one feature 
•of resemblance.] 

To my right trusty friend Sir Thomas Howys, parson of Castbcombe, being at Caister, and 

William Barker, in haste, at Caister Inn, by Yarmouth, 



'KiGHT trusty and well-beloved friend, I greet 
you well, and as for Heigham's Place to be 
sold, as ye advise me to buy it at the sum of 
an hundred marks (66/. Ids. id.) or within, 
and reserving in the said payment mine own 
duty, and pay the remanent in wool to the said 
Heigham's creditors, as your letter maketh 
mention; I have understood that William 
Jenney shall be here this week, and I shall 
veele (feel) him how near it may be sold ; for 
if the widow will sell it after fourteen year or 
.fifteen year, that it may be lett, send me ut- 



terly word, for I will not melle (ineddle) of it 
else thus advised ; and send ye me word how 
much more in value in a stone shall I sell my 
wool, and how another chapman will give me 
for the place when I have bought it ; but after 
[the rate o/"?] fourteen year I would buy the 
place. 

Written at London, the 15th day of Oc- 
tober, in the 29th year of King Henry VI. 

John Fastolf. 

London, 
Thursday, 15th of October, 1450, 29 H. VI. 



LETTER XXXIII.— (XXII. vol. iii. p. 95.) 



TThis letter is from James Gresham in London, 
to J. Paston at Norwich, dated about October, 



1 JohnHody w^as at this time Chief Justice of the 
Kini;*s Bench. 

3 Robert Danvers became a judge of the Common 
Pleas 14th of August. 145U. 



1450, and contains merely details of legal pro- 
ceedings, in which J. Paston was engaged.] 



s Quere this abbreviated word. [It is most pro- 
bably emej uncle.— See the same word used in a like 
doubtful sense at page 4.] 



PASTON LETTERS. 



25 



LETTER XXXIV.— (XXIII. vol. iii. p. 101.) 



[This letter is from J. Damme and J. Gresham, 
to J. Paston, and like the last, contains merely 
legal details of no general interest. This 



James Gresham was an eminent lawyer, and 
great-grandfather to Sir Thomas Gresham, 
fomider of the Royal Exchange.] 



LETTER XXXV.— (XXIV. vol. iii. p. 103.) 

I have presented this letter to the reader, to show him that the^ufgjigjot deeds, grants. Sec, was a com- 
mon offence man^ centuries a^ro ; here it mentions an acquittance as being forged, and likewise an 
oflSce forgery, which would affect Sir John's manor of BradwcU. At the time here mentioned, foraery 
was an offence at common law only, and the punishment was usually fine and imprisonment. (Sir fohn 
seems to have been an active litigator, and his accusation against the "parson of Stratford" is an interesting 
little picture of the manners of the times. It must not, however, be supposed that the damage of which 
Sir John complains was either wantonly or feloniously done ; it was evidently upon some dispu,ted claim 
of rights.] 

To my right trutty friend and servant, Sir Thomas (Howys), parson of Castlecombe, and John 

Booking, at Prince's Inn, in Norwich or at Beccles. 



Right trusty and well-beloved servant, I 
greet you well ; and forasmuch as I under- 
stand that on Monday next the oyer and 
terminer shall be holden at Beccles, and ye 
advise to send you a certificate for cause of 
the forged quittance by Sir John Sypton, 
which writing I send you by the bearer hereof, 
praying you that ye solicit to my counsel that 
the said Sir John Sypton be indicted there- 
upon, and that ye forget not Ulveston, An- 
drews, and the others, that forged a false office 
to cast my manor of Bradwell into the king's 
hand. 

Item, I send you a copy of Sypton's plea 
and quittance forged, to groimd your bill 
by it. 



No more for haste, but God keep you : 
written at London, the 4th day of December, 
in the 29th year of King Henry VI. 

Item, Sir John Buck, parson of Stratford, 
fished my stanks at Dedham, and helped to 
break my dam, destroyed my new mill, and 
was against me always at Dedham, to the 
damage of 20/. which may be indicted also. 

Item, he and John Cole hath by force this 
year, and other years, taken out of my waters 
at Dedham, to the number of twenty-four 
swans and cygnets, and I pray you this be 
not forgotten. 

John Fastolf. 
Loudon, 
Friday, 4th of December. 1450, 29 H. VI. 



LETTER XXXVI.— <XXV. vol iii. p. 107.) 

Tliis letter was written by John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, to the high sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk, in conse- 
quence of his having been iaformed that he intended to quash certain bills a^nst particular persons, and 
not suffer them to appear at the next sessions, &c. This sentence in the original letter is ambiguous from 
an omission of a word or two, but I think the above is the true meaning of it. [By the omission of the 
word to, which we have included in brackets, we think the sense ia clear.] These commissions were sent 
out in November 1450, soon after the suppression of Cade's rebellion, to try those who were imprisoned in 
different parts of the kingdom for the part they had then taken. The Earl seems to express himself as friendly 
to the people, and wishes to be a mean of redressing their grievances. He married Elizabeth, sole daughter 
and heir of Sir John Howard, knight, by which marriage he became possessed of the manor of East Winch, 
inthd county of Norfolk. He was beh^ed when about55 years of age, in 1461. 

To my r^ht trusty and entirely tuell-beloved John Jermyn, ^ ^uriff of Norfolk. 



Right trusty and entirely well beloved, I greet 
you well, and where (as) late by the king's 
commandment in the time of his parliament 

i John Jermyn, the high sheriff, was ancestor to 
Su: Thomas Jermyn of Rushbrooke, in Suffolk, who 



holden now last at Westminster, I was in person 
at Norwich, holding sessions of oyer (and) 
determiner with Yelverton, one of the king's 

was created a peer by Charles I. in 1643 ; but this 
family-became extinct in 1708. 



PASTOST LETTEB8. 



irbxli fw to bav« dune vidb «Kh diUfCBce 
3u ihe purVunvut Usae I v«aki htare been 
rigk: kwdb, but &r liie poUie veal of all die 

It if riot alio oat of jour rememfaraikoe what 
jsidkpmtwu ti«e eommottf of bodi ooaiit]«s 
m tike eud oftanuner h^nuatd wenaL and 
how tb€ kinjR, by tiie vhote adiriee of all the 
gfcateonueil of EntilaiMl, tonpatp tlieirntmoar 
tent kidbnr hia aud eomniaMm, and hav I 
hairc done mj part tfacRfm I leport me to all 
tbe worid ; I bc9ira.f;nid{piig^ iierertfade«,tfiat 
ihgou^ tM^wtmr in jonr oAoe, [to] dbe people 
tbatbatb complained by many and great bor* 
rible bills aganiit certain petaoos, dboold not 
be cbowed at tbii next aonons at Ljnn,^ nor 
Cntber in tbe laid comroiwon ; which if it so 
were, aa God defiend ( /Sir^Mf), nugbtcame* 
latter error wonw than die fint. 

I ynf roa dmefore that ye wauld write to 
me yoor diipotition how ye pmp iia e to be de- 
n i fttned ,andhtfwl dudllBkeyoafiirtfaeeze' 



oation of die kingf a rmmtnmm and die pab- 
lie w«al ofall die flUre; andafterthattih^ je 
«d«e to me, ao will I lake yva, kttiii^ yoa 
wart dnt I woe loath In kfaov inihs but if 
Cmmitn) I wktdHt die cwiMai «hoald be 
eased, as God's law woold, and if any erinn 
gmw, the deCmlt diall not be tbond in me. 

' Vf J<"^ monovcr to |>:nre oedence to the 
beaier hfOBtaH, and the Trinity Idboi yaw. 
Written at Winch, die2tad d^ of Jbanay, 

The Babl of QxpovDu 



. !«•. 



ftH-VI. 




NUMBER XXXVII. (XXVI. Vol. iii. p. 109.) 

That the reader fluy the better oadenlaiidtlien^terfhemrefemdtD, it wfllbs 
the leadftii; ttaiHaetioas wUfCii oeeaciooed this armsatioa. The pariiaaient met at Wcalauaster in the 
latter end of the vear 1490, when the Dake of Soaaenet, r e t a rai a g ftoai France, was ao pnhUdy cenaared 
tot the loss of Normandy, that the Conunona petitioned the king to send htm to the Tower; it miffat he 
therefore at tht* thne that the Duke of Norfolk made this speech in the Honae of Lotds ; the Dnke 
of Someniet, however, waa releaaed aa loon as the parliaaaent broke on. But aa Goienne (whidi standa as 
part of the ehanre agninsc him here") was not com|^efcdy kMt before the year 1493, when tiiia Duke was 
af ain committed to the Tower, and an aeeuaation b ww i g h t aaiaat him by the Commons before the 
Lords, it is. I think, moat probable tiiat it was then that the Doke of Norfolk stepped forwards aa his 
accuser. The exact time, howerer, is immaterial, as the force and enmy of the speech remain the same 
whenever it was spoken, and that it was noken is evident, from that sentence in which he says, 
" Wherefor for to abbragge my langaar, fce. Though concise, it la aervons, full to the purpose. ioA 
artfully addressed to the pamioos butn of the noUe Lords and the people in general, and in form 
and method would not diagraoe a BMidem orator. Edm«Ml Beaufort, Due of Someraet, after the death 
of the Duke of Suffolk bMame the aneen*s fiivoniite- and prime arinisler, and waa both a valiant soldier 
and an able statesman : he fell in tae first battle of St. Alban'a, where he commanded the royal armv, 
in May 1465. John Mowbray, Duke ot Norfolk, soeceeded his fotfaer in 1435, and died in 14«1. These 
dnkes were both of them great-graadaooa to Mm of Gamt, Dnke of Laneaater. The first by his 
filmier, the seeond by his mottier. On the top of the paper on whidi thia speech is written is the word 
eOp, meaning " copy,** whidi shows that this was copied tsom theoriginal paper for the Dnke*s own 
use. as tbe paper and hand-writing are bodi of the tone of Henry VI. And at the bottom is written 
" Einsi signe M. Norff.** [It is certainly a moat interestiag specimen of oor eailT and genuine parlia- 
mentary oratory, although in one jiaxtlenlar instanee the hmgnage is mure puin apriien than is 
now allowed.] 

The tpeeck ojTJokn Mowbray, DtAe of Norfolk, against Edmund Bta»fort, Dmke ^Somerset, in 

Hm Home of Lank. 

My Lords, ye know well enongh the great this time I have done, to the intent that the 



palm, labours, and dilig^ces, that before 

* {Showedr-^. «., the bills should not be exAf6i7«iI; 
tbe term now used in some law proceedings— articles 
of the peace, for instance .1 



Qivet great dishonoun and losses that be come 
to this full noble realm of England, by the 
false means of some persons Hmt have taken 
on them over great authority in this realm, 
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ibould be known. And that the persons 
living that have done them should be cor* 
rected after the merits of their deserts. And 
to that intent I have denounced, and deli- 
¥«ied to you. in writingry certain articles 
against tiie Duke- of S fenne wet, which is one 
of them that is guiltf thereof; whereto the 
I>uke of Somerset hflth-anflvvend; andtotiiat 
tfaat he hatii aEnswered, I have replied in such 
wise liiat I tnnr to be sore enough that there 
diall be no vailable thing be said to the con- 
txary of my nid replication ; and as much 
as he would say shall be but falseness and 
leasings^ as by the probations [proo/a] that 
shall be made tiiereupon ^all mow ^ \be abl» 
to\ appear; howbeit that to all people of 
good uitendment, knowing how justice ought 
to be ministered, it is full apparent that the 
denuneiotiotis against him made be suffi- 
ciently proved by deeds that have followed 
thereof; whereupon I have required to have 
overture of justice by you, wnich ye have 
not yet done to me, whereof I am so hevry 
that I may no longer bear it, specially since 
the matter by me pursued is so worshipful for 
all the realm, and for you, and so agreeable 
to God, and to all the subjects of this reabn, 
that it may be no greater ; and it is such that 
for any favour of lineage, nor for any other 
cause there should be no dissimulation, for 
doubt lest that other in time coming take ex- 
ample thereof; and lest that the full noble 
virtue of justice, that of God is so greatly 
reconnnended, be extinct or quenched by the 
false opinions of some, that for the gieoit 
bribes that the said Duke of Somerset hath 
promised and given them, have turned their 
hearts from the way of truth and of justice; 
some, saying that the cases by him com- 
mitted be but cases of trespass, and others, 
teking a colour to make an universal peace ; 
whereof every man that is true to the said 
crown hath' greatly to marvel that any man 
would say mat the loss of two so noble 
duchies as Normandy and Guyenne, that be 
well wordi a great realm, coming by suc- 
cessions of fathers and mothers to the said 
crown, is but trespass ; whereas it hath been 



seen in many realms and lordships, that, for 
the loss of towns or castles without siege, the 
captains that have lost th«n have been dead 
and beheaded, and their goods lost: as in 
France one that lost Cherburgh ; and also a 
knight that fled for dread of battle should be 
beheaded; so that all these things may be 
found in the laws written, and also in the 
book cleped (called)** Vartre de BataiUe;'' 
wherefore, for to abridge my language, I re- 
quire you that forasmuch as the more part 
of the deeds committed by the said Duke of 
Somerset (have) been committed in the realm 
of France, that, by the laws of France, pro- 
cess be made thereupon ; and that all things 
that I have delivered and shall deliver, be 
seen and understood by people having know- 
ledge thereof, and that the deeds committed 
by him in this realm be in like wise seen and 
understood by people learned in the laws of 
this land ; and for proof thereof to grant com- 
missions to inquire thereof, as by reason and 
of custom it ought to be done, calling Grod 
and you all, my lords, to witness of the de- 
voirs by me done in this said matter; and 
requiring you that this my bill, and all other 
my devoirs may be enacted before you, and 
that I may have it exemplified under the 
king's great seal for my discharge and ac-^ 
quittal of my truth, making protestation that 
in case that ye make not to me overture of 
justice upon the said case, I shall for my dis- 
charge do my pain that my said devoirs and 
the said lack of justice shall be known through 
all this realm. AinsiSigne, 

John Mowbray, Norfolk, 



I [Sec other <iw^«g«» of the use of this w<nrd, ia 
the lotrodttctkm. Peon here explains it, as- more' 
over or soon. It is indeed our present word may. 




<rWV<^ 






U50,orl453. 99 or 38 H. VI. 



which, as vnXl as eon. was fttKjaently used in the 
sense of being able to, having the power to.] 
3 [Fenn's translation — oughtS] 
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LETTER XXX VIII.— (XX VII. toI. iii. p. 1 17.) 

This very curioas letter gives us a true picture of the proceedings in our courts of justice at this time. We 
find those in the highest def»artments of the law openly paraal ; and that the suitors in the court came 
attended by large parties of friends in military array to dnve away their opponents ; from this the wisdom 
of our present regulation is apparent, when all soldiers are ordered to quit the town in which assizes are 
holden auring the time of their continuance, lest it should be supposed they might befriend one and 
intimidate the other jMurty in any legal process : this proceeding is now always enforo^, unless when any 
daring offender against the laws is to be tried, and there are any apprehensions of an intended rescue. To 
the honour of our country it may be truly said, that our judges for ages past have been, not only thought, 
but always found, superior to either bribery, corruption, or partiality; and to the immortal honour of our 
present sovereign King George III., it ought to be ever remembered, that he, in the bc^nning of his 
reign, appointed his judges for life, who, Iwfore, held their high office only during the royal pleasure. It 
does not appear what the business was which caused these complaints against the proceedings. [Nor does 
it appear to us so clearly as to Sir John Fenn that this letter contains any proo/i of the partiality of the 
judges, or of the overawing of the court : in fact, the last was unnecessary if the opposite party were assured 
of uie other. It is the common complaint in all times of a defeated suitor, and from what we have seen 
of Sir J. Fastolf, and even of Master Paston, we should not hastily conclude that their cases were always 
Just and right. The present was an age of forms, particularly in legal matters, and no doubt these forms 
were often ti^en advantage of to defeat right, and thus produce oppression. But these were accidents 
inherent to the system, and are by no means to be taken as wilful and partial on the part of the judges.] 



To my reverend and worshipful master. Sir 

Right i-eveiend and worshipful master, I re- 
commend me lowly unto you ; please you to 
weet the Sunday, next after the feast of the 
^Invention of the Cross, the 9th day of May, 
at Caister, I received a letter from you by 
your clerk, W, Barker, the tenour whereof I 
shall do speed in all haste goodly ; but for 
^e more special cause of my writing at this 
time is to give you relation of the untrue de- 
meaning this oyer (and) determiner, by the 
partiality of the judges of it, for when the 
counsel of the city of Norwich, of the town 
of SwafTham, yours, my master Inglos, Fas- 
tens, and many others plaintiffs, had put in 
and declared both by writing and by word 
before the judges the lawful exceptions in 
many wise, the judges by their wilfulness 
might not find in their heart to give not as 
much as a beck nor a twinkling of their eye 
toward, but took it to derision — God reform 
such partiality ; and because Prisot* thought 
that if the sessions of the oyer and determiner 
had been holden at Norwich as they begun, 
he supposed it should not so fast pass to the 
intent of Todenham, and Heydon, and their 
iellows, as it should do else in other plac^ 

1 The 3rd of May. 

3 In 1443 John Frivot {Prisot uniformlv in the 
original] was made a sergeant at law, and in 1449 
was appointed Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
which post he held till 1462, when he was succeeded 
by Robert Danby. 

3 Sir William Yelverton, of Kougham, in Norfolk, 



John Fastolf, knight, be this letter delivered* 

but enjoined (cufy'oumed) to Walsinghara, 
where they have greatest rule, there to be 
holden on Tuesday, 4th day of May. 

Tliis knowing, my Master Yelverton,' 
Jenney, and others might well conceive how 
the governance of the oyer and determiner 
should proceed, for it was the most partial 
place of all the shire, and thither were cleped 
(called) all the friends, knights, and esquires, 
and other gentlemen that would in no wisc^ 
do otherwise than they would, and the said 
Todenham, Heydon, and other oppressors of 
their set, came down thither, as I understand, 
with 400 horse and more, and considering 
how their well-willers were there assembled at 
their instance, it had been right jeopardous 
and fearful for any of the plaintiffs to have 
been pr^ent, for there was not one of tlie 
plaintiffs nor complainants there, but your 
right faithful and trusty well-wiUer John 
Paston. And my Master Yelverton said 
full discreetly, and controlled the said Prisot 
when he said, sitting in the Guildhall of 
Norwich, these words to the mayor and the 
commonalty :— 

" A Sir Mayor and your brethren, as to 

became a seijeant at law in 1440, was made a judge 
of the King's Bench in 1444, created a Knight of the 
Bath in 1460, and was alive in 1467. He married 
first Jane, daughter of Oliver le Gros. Esq., of 
Sloley, in Norfolk ; secondly, Ela, daughter of Sir 
Bobert Brewse, of Wetingham, in Suffolk, by each 
of whom he left issue. 
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the process of your complaints we will put 
them in continuance, but in all other we will 
proceed," which words Yelverton thought 
right partial ; and beside this, the said Prisot 
would suffer no man that was learned to 
speak for the plaintiffs, but took it as a venom, 
and took them by the nose at every third 
word, which might well be known for open 
partiality. 

And as for the Lord Scales,^ ye know well 
what he is towards you, and namely for 
Hickling matter. Also to know some of 
your feint friends, at the time that my Lord 
of Norfolk sat at Norwich upon the oyer and 
determiner. Sir John Heveningham might not 
find it in his heart to go four furlongs from 
his dwelling-place to the shire-house, but 
now he could ride from Norwich to Walsing- 
ham to sit as one of the commissioners ; as to 
the rule of others, that ye would have supposed 
your well-willers, how they have behaved at 
Walsingham I shall send you word in all 
haste when Bemey come home to Caister, 
for he is not yet come from Walsingham, but 
this I know well, that they found none obsta- 
cle nor impediment in their conscience in all 
your matter, but how they have done with 
Norwich, Swaffham, and Paston, I am not 
yet clearly informed, I suppose they are put 
in respite; I hear say Heydon sueth for an 
end to be had with the city of Norwich ; and 
as to the names of them that passed on their 
acquittal against you, Broyn* can well inform 
you, I understand that Sir Robert Conyers, 
Calthorp,* (ancE) Mundford* were captains, 
and Master Richard Doget also. 



Item, as for the two " venire facias,*' ye 
sent to be returned for your manors of Brad- 
well and Beyton, I have done them to be 
returned of such names as I have sent word 
before, saving some be taken and excepted 
out. Moreover, as for the matter of Sir John 
Sybton ; Geney and Rawlins give full coun- 
sel that it should abide till the matter of 
Bradwell might proceed, so that both matters 
might take upon a day, for they say it will 
draw twenty marks (13/. 6«. Sd,) to labour 
the jury to London, and yet it were hard to 
bring about ; and they give you counsel in 
all wise that ye labour to have Yelverton 
judge at that time, and in all wise, both in 
that matter and in all others, that ye beware 
that Prisot have not to have do in anywise, 
for then all will be nought. Of all other 
matters I shall send you word in all haste 
goodly, for at this time I had no leisure 
because of the hasty coming up of Hugh 
Fenn, whom I beseech you to feel of the 
demeaning of the oyer and determiner, for he 
can tell you much and (if) he will, whether 
he will or nay I cannot say ; for I know well 
he was at Walsingham. And I beseech 
Almighty Jesu have you in his merciful 
governance. 

Written at Caister the Sunday 9th day of 
May, in the 29th year of King Henry VI. 

Caister, Sunday 9 May, 1451, 29 H. VI. 

On the back of the letter t$ written, 

I pray you be not displeased though I have 
not subscribed my name within forth, for it 
is of negligence, saith Howys, parson of Castle- 
comb. 



LETTER XXXIX.— (XXVIII. vol. iii. p. 125.) 

The former part of this letter is of little consequence ; we learn fh>m it, indeed, that misrepresentationB sul>* 
versive of good neighbourhood proceeded then as now from servants and others. In the latter part we find 
treacle spoken of as a medicine of great efficacy and consequence. Sir Henry Inglos's will was proved 
on the 4th of July, 1451, by which he desired to be buried in the Presbytery of the Priory of St. Faith, at 
Horsham St. Faith's, in Norfolk, a priory founded by Robert de Caen, in 1 105, in memory of a miraculous 
delivery from imprisonment by his prayers to God and St. Faith the Virgin. Tlie removal of his body 
so immediately ailer his death seems extraordinary. 

To my right worahipful husband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
oyou, desiring heartily to hear of your wel- 

1 Thomas Lord Scales was a Knight of tho 
Garter : he left an onl;^ daughter and heir married 
to Sir Anthony Widville, who in her right was 
summoned to parliament as Baron Scales in 1461. 

3 fBiayn, pmiaps, who is mentioned in page 22.} 



fare, praying you to weet that I have spoken 
with my Lady Felbrigg of that ye bade me 

' He was of a very ancient and flourishing family 
at this time, in the county of Norfolk, but which is 
now extinct in the male Ime. 

* This was an ancient family} formerly situated at 
Feltwell, in Norfolk. 



so 
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speak to her of, and the said plainly to me 
that she would not, nor nerer was advised 
\Mev€r had thought]^ neither to let the Lord 
Molyns nor none other to have their intents as 
for ti^at matter while that she liyeth ; and riie 
was right evil paid with Sauter, that he should 
zepwt as it was told you that he should have 
reported ; and diie made right much of you, 
and said that she would nought that no servant 
of hers should report nothing that should be 
against you, otherwise than she would that 
your servants should do or say against her; 
and if either your servants did against her, 
or any of hers against you, she would that it 
should be reformed betwixt you and her, and 
that ye might be all one ; for she said in good 
faith she desired your friendship; and as for 
the report of Sauter, she said she supposed that 
he would nought report so, and if die might 
know that he did, she would blame him there- 
fore; I told her that it was told me since that 
ye rode, and thatit grieved me more that the 
sud Sauter should report as he did than it had 
been reported of anodier, inasmuch as I had 
ought him good will before; and -she prayed 
me that I should not believe such reports till 
I knew the truth. 

I was at Topps's at dinner on St. Peter s 
day : there my Lady Felbrigg and other gen- 
tlewomen desired to have had you there ; they 
said they should all have been the merrier if 
ye had been there. My cousin Topps hath 
much care till she hears good tidings of her 
brother s matter ; she told me that they should 



keep a day on Monday next coming betwixt 
her orothsr and Sir Andrew Hugard {Ogard) 
and Wyndham ; I pray you send me word 
how tiiey speed, and how ye speed in your 
own matters also. * 

Also, I pray you heartily that ye will send 
me a pot with treade in haste, for I have been 
right evil at ease and your daughter both, 
since that ye yeden (went^ hence, and one of 
the tallest young men of this parish lyeth sick, 
and hath a great myrr^ (murrain q f) how he 
riiall do God knoweth. 

I have sent my uncle Bemey the pot witii 
treacle that ye did buy for him ; mine aunt 
recommendeth her to you, and prayeth you 
to do for her as the bill maketh mention of 
that I send you with this letter, and as ye 
think best for to do therein. Sir Harry Inglos 
is passed to God this night, whose soul God 
assoil ; and was carried forth this day at nine 
of the clock to St. Faith's, and there shall be 
buried. 

If ye desire to buy any of his stuff, I pray 
you send me word thereof in haste, and I 
shall speak to Robert Inglos, and to Wiching- 
ham mereof; I suppose they be executors. 
The blessed Trinity hav« you in his keeping. 
Written at Norwich in haste on the Thunday 
next after St. Peter. 

I pray you trust not to ^e sheriff^ for no 
fair langui^. Yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Norwich, Thursday, 
1st of July, 1461, 29 H.VI. 



LETTER XL.— (XXIX. vol. iii. p. 129.) 

This letter relates to what passed at Blackheath when the commons of Kent assembled there under Jack 
Cade, in 1450, when Roboi; Poynyngs was his swoxd-bearer and carver, who afterwards married Elizabeth, 
the sister or John Paston. It could not be written bejbre 1451, as it gives an account of Poynyng's i>ardon, 
and of the priest's confession who had accused the Lozds Cromwell and Grey, and Sir John Fastolf, of 
treason. 

To my Master Paston, 



Please your good mastership to weet, that 
as yesterday came letters from London that 
the parson must needs up to London to save 
the next amerciament ; and so (he) is forth to 
appear, if he needs must, xv Johannis (quin- 

I If myrr here signifies murrain, it must mean a 
consumption. 



sieme Johannis, 8 Jub/) as ye shall see by 
Barker's letter, and shall be to morn (to-mor^ 
row) at London, and with God s grace he 
shall be relieved by the mean of the parlia- 
ment; by Sunday ye shall have weeting. 



3 John Clopton was sheriff of Norfolk and Suf- 
folk this year. 
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As for my maiter (<Sir J, Fatteff), he de- 
partetfa not to London till the next week after 
ihia, and he ride. 

As for tidings be none truth, but Poy nyngs is 
quit and delivered of all treasons ; and Sir 
William Oldhairsproceis in the Kings Bench 
(if) reversed; and the priest that accused 
Lords Cromwell,^ Grey,* and my master * 
will confess who caused him to do it, so that 
he may have his life, &c. 

As soon as ye goodly may to see my 
master it shall be to him a singular pleasure. 
Sir, a bailiff of my master's is in Drayton. 
John Edmond brought a letter to you, and he 
sent me weeting he was sheut (blamed) upon 
some matter, as he supposeth, contained in 
the latter. I pray you in right be his good 



master, and that I may weet the cause, for 
I doubt he shall and must obey if he hath 
offended. 

At Caister the noneday,* 7th day (of) July. 
Your 

William Worcester. , 



Caister, 

Noneday, 

7th July, 

about 1457. 

29 H. VI. 



^ 



'V'Vr 




On the top of this Utter, in a different hand, 
is written : — 
Prove untruth in the undersheriff, or that he 
did otherwise tlian your counsel advised him, 
and Paston shall demean him accordingly.* 



LETTER XLI.— (XXX. vol.iii.p. 133.) 

This letter affords a curious instance of Sir John FadtolTs resolution in determining to attack a religious 
society in the courts of law, and tiiat he should do so by the advice of his confessors appears veiy extraordi* 
nary ; but I iiuppose they were seculars, and they had always a dislike to the regular clergy. [And it goes 
Ikr to prove what we have su^^ted in a previous letter, that the law courts might be, and were, relied on 
for the attainment of justice, for otherwise the keen and worldly-prudent Sir J. Fastolf would have done 
mudbi to avoid coming before such a court against such adversariesr] 

7b my trusty friend. Sir Thomas Howys, Parson of Castlecombe, being at Caister. 



Right trusty friend, I greet you well, and 
whereas the Bishop of Norwich® maketh but 
ddays in my reasonable desire for an end to 
be had in the zxv marks (16/. 13«. ic/.) of 
Hickling, I am upon an appointment and. 
thorough with the heir of Clifford tliat he 
shall enter in the whole manor that is charge- 
able with my zxv maiks rent,^ which tiie 
prior and convent have forfeited the said 
whole manor to the heirs under their convent 
seal of record, becaiise of mine non-payment 
of zxv marks, and so then the prior shall 
lose for ever fourscore marks (53/. Qs. &/.) of 
rent, and that without any conscienoe, for 

1 H^iry Lord Cromwell. 

3 There were several Lords Grey at this time; 
which of them is the person here mentioned cannot 
now be asoextained. 

* By J. Fbyn's letter (see letter xxz. p. 21) it 
appears that he was urged to have aecused his mas- 
ter Sir J. Fastolf of treason. 

< The day of the nones. 

' This appeals to have been written by some one 
whose adviee had been asked in some law proceed- 
ings. 

• Waller Lyhart, or Hart, became Bishop of Nor- 
wi<^ in 144«, and cUed in 1472. 

7 The estate out of which this rent-charge of 



they have been false both to the Cliffords 
and to me this seven year day ; and I trust 
to Grod to correct them bo by spiritual law 
and temporal law, that all other religious 
shall take an example to break the covenant 
or will of any benetactor that advanceth them 
with lands, rents, or goods ; and my confes- 
sors have exhorted me greatly thereto. And 
Almighty God keep you. Written at Lon- 
don the 23rd day of Septetnber, in the 30th 
year of King Henry VI. 

John Fastolf, Knight, 

London, Thursday, 
2Srd September, 1451, 30 H. VI. 

XXV marks had beeu reserved was settled on the 
Priory of Hickling by some of the family of Clifford . 
William Clifford, in 1419, assigned this rent-charse 
to Henry Barton ; who, in 1488, assigned it to Sir 
John Fastolf, who was now going to convey it to a 
Clifford again. This priory was first founded in 
1185, 31 H. II., and Koger Oakham was at this 
time prior, a most turbulent man, of whom Sir 
John Fastolf, in another letter to Sir Thomas Howys 
dated 28th of June, 1451, 29 H. VI. says (speakm^ 
of giving money to religious houses), "The v!a- 
trouthe of the priour of Hykeiyng draweth away 
my (tevotion in audi causes." [No&ing was more 
likely to draw away Fastolf s ** devotion?^] 
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There is one WaLsham would desire acquit- 
tance of pardon for the widow of Heigham ; 
I have no cause [no reason why I ^ould], 
for her husband left her whereof to pay her 
debts sufficient, and for me he fares the 
better ; the widow noiseth you, Sir Thomas, 
that ye sold a wey (of) salt but for 20*. 



that she might haye had 40«. for every wey; 
I pray you answer that for your acquittal. 

Item, send me the value of Cooke's ^ tene- 
ment in Drayton with twenty acres (of) land 
thereto, what it was worth yearly, when it 
stood whole, for Selling saith it was worth but 
one noble (6*. M.) by the year. 



LETTER XLIL— (XI V. vol. i. p. 65.) 



[This is the petition of Richard Duke of York 
to the king in 1451, when, on his return from 
Ireland, he withdrew into Wales, from whence 



it was forwarded. It is chiefly directed again&t 
the Duke of Somerset, but being a well-known 
historical document^ we have omitted it here.] 



LETTER XLIII.— (XXXI. vol. iii. p. 135.) 

The -whole of this familiar letter, wherein the writer mixes politics aud pleasantry, is not entirely explicable; 
uor cau the date be exactly ascertained : I have ventured to date it between 1450 and 1454. 

To William Wayte. 



Right faithful and well-beloved brother 
William Wayte, I commend me to you, as 
the lord may to his tenant^ praying you 
effectually to recommend me to my singular 
good master and yours, excusing me that I 
write not to him, for I dare not enyolde 
(involve) me in the same ; and as for tidings 
here, I certify you that all is nought or will 
be nought; flie king borweth (borroiueth) his 
expenses for Christmas; the King of Ar- 
ragon, the Duke of Milan, the Duke of 
Ostrich \Austria\ the Duke of Burgoyn 
(Burgundy) woula have been assistant to us 
to make a conquest, and nothing is answered 
nor agreed in manner, save abiding the great 
deliberation that at the last shall spill \spoif\ 
all together, &c.* 

The chief justice^ hath waited (expected) to 
have been assaulted all this sev'night nightly 
in his house, but nothing come as yet, the 

1 Sir John seems to think that Selling had under- 
valued the tenement, and twenty acres of land ; he 
set it only at 4d. an acre yearly rent. 

3 Tlie assistance offered by tne princes here named 
related to our wars in France. 

3 J(^ Hody was Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench, but I do not understand what is here re- 
lated. 

* By what is mentioned of the commissions going 
into Kent to try those guilty of treasons, &c. (if these 
were for that purpose), it appears as if it was not a 
great while after Cade's rebellion ; and the Duke of 
York being one of the commissioners, must have 



more pity, &c. An oyer and determiner* 
goeth into Kent, and commissioners my lord 
tiie Duke of York, Bourchier, my master, 
that will not come there de proditiouibus, &c. 
but Kent prayeth them to hang no men when 
they come. 

Other tidings as yet can I none tell you, 
save Ulveston is steward of the Middle Inn, 
and Isley of the Inner Inn, because they 
would hafve offices for excuse for dwelling 
this time from their wives, &c.* Sir Thomas 
Todenham lost his primer at the Tower-hill, 
and sent his man to seek it^ and a good fellow 
wished it in Norfolk, so he would fetch it 
there, &c. Men ween that Norfolk men were 
hardier than they be.* God grant, and at the 
reverence of God help too, that an outas (out^ 
cry) and clamour be made upon the Lord 
Scales, praying him for weal of the comitry 
neither sustain nor help him nor Heydon in 

been greatly in favour of the rebels, as his friends 
were said to have stirred up the insurrection. 

* [This we suppose to be a lawyer's joke. It is, 
however, curious to observe that the difficulties of 
travel, the expense, and the want of proper accom- 
modation, prevented the families and even the wives 
ttoxQ. accompanying their husbands to London, when 
the business of vxe latter called or kept them 
there.] 

* it seems as if some robust exercises had been 

Serformed on Tower-hill wherein the Norfolk men 
id not exert themselves in a manner that was e&* 
pected from them* 
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no wise, and diat ye cry upon my master and 
yours that he obey not the certiorari as yet^ 
as you may see by his letter from my master 
rudely and in haste by me endited, of which I 
pray excuse, &c. And pray Blake to do 
[oatMe] Swaffham men say somewhat to the 
matter. I weet well Todenham and Heydon 
will not come there at this time, as it is verily 



reported, &c. " Mitte sapientem, &c." Brayn 
and I shall be with you on Saturday next at 
even with the grace of Jesu, to whom I be- 
take you. In haste at London the 2nd day 
of January. By J. Booking.^ 

London, 2 Jan. 
between 1450 & 1454. 
29&34U.VL 



LETTER XLIV.— (XXXII. vol. iii. p. 139.) 

I lutve given this letter to show the fairness and moderation of a nobleman, in an age when the great men used 
to tyrannise almost with uncontrolled power over their inferiors. It does the Earl credit as a man, and 
makes us lament his untimely death, being brought to the block in 1461 for his loyalty to his unfortunate 
mverei^. [It certainly does not evince any desire to use undue influence, but it displays little of the 
possession of the " almost uncontrolled power" attributed to him by Fenn.] 

To my right tnuty and right weH-beloved John Paston, 



Right trusty and right well-beloved, I greet 
you well, and I am informed that William 
Mathew of Norwich, butcher, hath brought an 
action of debt s^inst Nicholas Hart, a tenant 
of mine, bearer hereof, and hath supposed by 
his action that my said tenant should owe 
him seventy shillings for his hire of time that 
lie riiould have been servant to my said 
tenant ; where (at) it is said to me for truth 
that he was apprentice to my said tenant, and 
never otherwise withheld but as apprentice, 
and oweth no money to have of him. I send 
to you my said tenant to give you clear in- 



formation of the matter, and I pray you that 
ye will call the jury before you that are im- 
pannelled between thera, and open (/o) them 
the matter at large at mine ins^ce, and de- 
sire them to do as conscience will, and to 
eschew perjury; and the Trinity keep you. 
If ye take the matter in rule, I pray Uiereof, 
and will be content. Written at Wivenhoe 
the 28th day of December. 

The Earl of Oxford. 

Wivenhoe in Essex, 28 Dec. 
most probably written 
between 1450 & 1455. 
29&34 H.VL 



LETTER XLV.— (XXXIII. vol. iii. p. 141.) 

It appears from this letter that small houses were sometimes framed and made ready on the spot where the 
wood was felled ; some dispute seems to have arisen here, and the owner or occupier of the wood refused 
his consent to the carrying away of the timber-work after it had been made ready to set up. 

To my to^lrbeloved brother, John Paston, Esq, 



Brother Paston, I recommend me unto you, 
praying you that ye take the labour to speak 
with Thomas Ratcliff of Framsden (in Suffolk) 
for the deliverance of part of an house which 
lyeth in his wood at Framsden, which house 
the owner hath carried part thereof to Orford, 
which, so departed, the remanent, that remain- 
eth there in his wood, shall do him little good, 
and it shall hurt greatly the workmen and 
the owner thereof also, which is my tenant, 
and the house should be set upon ground. 



I write imto you in this behalf, because I 
understand he will be much advised by you, 
and if he do anything at my request I shall 
do as much that shall please him ; and also 
the poor man shall give him two nobles, or 
twenty shillings rather than &il ; I pray you 
be as good a mean for him as ye may in this 
behalf as my very trust is in you, and I shall 

1 J. Bocking was one in the household of Sir John 
Fastolf. 

D 
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be ready at all times to do that may be to 
your pleasure, I trust to Jesu, who have you 

f in his keeping, and send you joy of all your 

• ladies.^ 



Written at Letheriiigham, this Tuesday in 
Whitsun week. 

Your brother and friend, 

J. WyNG FIELD.* 



Tuesday, May or June^ 
beti!v-een 1450 and 1460. 
28 & 38 H. VI. 




LETTER XLVL— (XXXIV. Yol. iii. p. 145.) 

I have ^ven this letter as showing the method of educating young women of some fkmily, but of small 
fortune, by placing them in the umilies of the gentry, &c. It is plain, from Sir John's desiring that Mar- 
garet Paston would take her for a time as a boarder, that the 3ronng person was not to have been in the line 
of a common senant He likewise shows a propriety of conduct m not taking her himself, as he was a 
widower; at the same time acknowledging that, nad ne had a wife, he should have found no difBculty in 
providing properly for her in his own fiunily. Sir John Heveningham married Elizabeth, the daughter and 
heir of Sir John Keddisham, knight, and he was living in 1459. 

To my right worshiftftU cousin, Mwrgartt Potion, be this ktter delivered. 



Right worshipful and well-beloved cousin, I 
commend me to you as heartily as I can, 
thanking you of your good cheer tiie last time 
I was with you. And, worshipful cousin, 
please it you to call unto your remembrance, 
I wrote unto you for my cousin Anneys 
Loveday to have been in your service, and I 
received from you a letter that your will was 
good, but durst not to into the time ye had 
spoke with my cousin your husband. 

Worshipful cousin, I have laboured for her 
in other places, but I cannot have mine intent 
as yet, wherefore if that it please you to have 
her with you to into the time that a mistress 
may be purveyed for her, I pray you thereof, 

Heveningham, 7th May," 
between 1450 and 1460. 
28 and 38 H. VI. 



and I shall content you lor her board that ye 
shall be well pleased ; for, cousin, and (if) I 
had a wife, I would not care [be uneasy] for 
her ; and there as she is she is not well at her 
ease, for she is at Robert Lethum's, and 
therefore I pray you heartily that ye will 
tender this my writing, and I beseech 
you that in case be that ;ee will fulfil 
it, that ye will send my cousin William 
Staunton for her, and I shall keep you true 
promise as I have before written ; and I 
beseech Almighty Jesu preserve you. Written 
at Heveningham on the 7th day of May, &c.. 
Your own cousin, 

John Heveningham, Knight. 




'^s^y 



1 What is meant by this expression, " sende yo' 
joy of all yor hidyes," I do not understand, unless it 
should have been meant to signify, send you idl the 
joys of onr Lady. [There isTittle doubt tbat it means 
the ladies of his family. Letter xxxix. mentions 
a daughter as unwell.] 
. » Sir John Wyngfield, the i»Titer of this letter, was 



a knight of tiuit very ancient fiunily of Wingfield 
Castle, in Suffolk. He was now seated at Lethering- 
ham, and, I believe, married Margaret daughter of 
Sir Hugh Hasthigs, of Elsing hi Norfolk. Hu signa- 
ture is very particular, the initial J of his Chrirtian 
name being placed at the end of his surname. 
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LETTER XLVII.— (XXXV. vol. iii. p. 147.) 

The writer of this letter might be sister (or daughtCT) of John Crane, the gentleman whose signature is to 
Letter xxviii., p. 20. The date most remain quite uncertain between the years 1450 and 1460, which 
indeed is totsJIy immaterial, as the letter is given merely to show that young women of good families were 
brought up as attendants upon ladies of rank, and served them, not only iu the capacity of the modem 
"lady's woman," but were taught all kinds of needleworks, x>artry, cookery, &c., thus qualifying them to 
become good mothers, frugal housewives, and useftil members of the community. 

7b my omsin, Margaret Pattan, be this letter delivered. 



Right wonhipfiil cousin^ I recommend me 
unto you, desiring to hear of your welfare ; and 
if it like you to hear of my welfare, at the 
making of this letter I was in good hele, loved 
be God. The cause of my writing to you at 
this time is this, praying you to send me word 
of your welfare, and how ye do of your sick- 
ness, and if tiie medicine do you any good 
<hat I sent you writing of last ; thanking you 
of the great friendship that ye have done to 
my mother with all my heart. 

Also I ynj you that ye will be good mean 
to my cousin your husband, that he will see 
that my father be well ruled in his livelihood 
for his worship and his profit. 

Also praying you to hold me excused that 
I have written no oftener to you, for, in good 
faith, I had no leisure, for my lady hath been 
sick at London near hand this quarter 'of this 
year, and that hath been great heaviness to 



me; but now, blessed be God, she is amended, 
and is in the country again. 

Also thanking you of the great cheer that I 
had of you when I was with you last with all 
my hearty praying you of good continuance, 
for I had never greater need than I have now, 
and if I had leisure and space I would write 
to you the cause. 

No more at this time, but the Holy Trinity 
have you in his keeping. Written at Windsor, 
the 29th day of June. 

Also, cousin, I pray you to send me some 
Norfolk thread to do about my neck,^ to ride 
with. 

By your poor beadswoman and cousin, 

Alice Cbane. 



Windsor, S9th 

June, between 

1450 and 1460. 

29 and 39 H. VI. 



%Cmc4^ ffy^MjQ', 



LETTER XLVIIL— (XXX VI. vol. iii. p. 151 .) 

We see here a terrible instance of the ungovernable spirit of a multitude raised against the chief ofiteer of the 
county for a supposed offence, for it does not appear that the sheriff had secreted or delayed the writ ; if he 
had done so, it tt a treatment he might have expected in such unsettled and sanguinary times. Even in this 
modem age of refinement, we see election cUsputes conducted with an animosity, by the friends of the differ- 
ent ean^dates, which in their cool and dispassionate moments they are themselves shocked at and ashamed 
of. [Sir John is rather too earnest about an election row. The delay of a writ of election is not a trifle, and 
the sheritTs answer, he " wist not who had it," rather implies that some one had it ; nevertheless the tumidt 
went not beyond noise, the house is not forced, and nothing '* sanguinaiy " appears to have happened. TTie 
contemplated deputation to the king, of " an hundred or two hundred of the thriftiest men, was, probably, 
cm the part of the corporation, to absolve themselves from any fauU in this insult to the sheriff.] 



To my right reverend and moat worship/ul master, my master, John Paston, 



Right worshipful and my most reverend 
master, I recommend me unto your good 
masteraihip ; like you to weet that on Chil- 
dermas day* there were much people at 
Norwioh at the shire (the county court), be- 
lt was noised in the shire that tiie 



I Something like a modem tippet seems meant, to 
be put about ner neck as part of her riding-dress. 

3 Chfldermas day is the S8th of December, and 
the day of the week on which it fell was reckoned an 



a new 
grieved 



under-sheriff had a writ to make 
election, wh^efore the people was 
because they had laboural so often, saying to 
the sheriff Ibat he had the writ, and plamly 
he should not away unto the time the writ 
read. The dieriff answered and said 



were 



unfortunate day throughout the following year to 
begin any undcniakiBg, &c. The same superstition 
at this time reigns in many places, and amongst many 
persons even above the vulgar. 

D 2 
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that he had no writ, nor wist who had it: 
hereupon the people peaced (became peaceeAle), 
and stilled unto the time the shire was done, 
and after that done, the people called upon 
him, '^ kill him, head him,'^ and so John 
Damme, with help of others, gat him out of 
the shire-house, and with much labour brought 
him into Spurrier Row,^ and there the people 
met against him, and so they avoided [with- 
drew\ him into an house, and kept fast the 
door unto the time the mayor was sent 
for, and the sheriff,' to strengthen him, 
and to convey him away, or else he had 
been slain; wherefore divers of the thrifty 
men came to me, desiring that I should 
write unto your mastership to let you have 
understanding of the guiding of the people, 
for they be full sorry of this trouble ; and 
that it please you to send them your advice 
how they shall be guided and ruled, for they 
were purposed to have gathered an hundred 
or two hundred of the thriftiest men, and to 
have come up to the king to let the king 
have understanding of their mocking. 

And also the people fear them sore of you, 
and of Master Bemey, because ye come not 
home. 



Please you that ye remember the bill I 
sent you at Hallowmas for the place and 
lands at Beighton which Cheeseman had in 
his farm for five marks (3/. 6«. 8</.) ; there 
will no man have it above forty-six shil- 
lings and eight pence, for Alblaster and I 
have done as much thereto as we can, but 
we cannot go above that, and yet we cannot 
let it so for this year without they have it for 
five or six years -^ I wrote to your mastership 
hereof but I had none answer, wherefore £ 
beseech you that I may have answer of this 
by twelfth (6 January) for and (if) we have 
an answer of this by that time we shall en- 
feoff him with all, &c. 

My right worshipful and my most reve- 
rend master. Almighty Jesu preserve you 
and send you the victory of your enemies, as 
I trust to Almighty Jesu ye shall. 

Written at Norwich on St. Thomas's Day 
after Christmas Day. 

Your poor servant and beadsman, 

Richard Calle.* 

Norwich, 
St. Thomas Becket, 
29ih Dec. between 1450 and 1460. 
29 and 39 H. VI. 



LETTER XLIX.— (XXXVII. vol. iii. p. 165.) 

This letter, firom a favourer of the Duke of York's interest, must have been written between the years 1451 
and 1456, at such time as the king was under the direction and guidance of the Yorkists, as it affords us a 
-variety of directions relative to their proceedings, and for their acquiring friends in the House of Commons. 
Sir William Oldhall was Speaker of^that House in 1451 and 1452, but it does not appear that he was so at 
the time this letter was written, though, from his being so particularly mentioned, if not Speaker, he was 
certainly a man of weight and consequence there. J. Paston also seems to have been a man of much con- 
sideration and interest in the county of Norfolk, from the requests here made to him, and the instructions 
given him. [The directions here given for getting up a political " agitation," and for conducting an 
election, are amusing from their resemblance to more modem efforts for similar ends ; and instructive, a& 
showing the weight and importance which even thus early wasdue to the expression of public opinion. 
The letter is no doubt from a strong political partisan, and the opinions of, and expressions applied to, his 
opponents (for instance, that Lord Molyn's adherents are beasts) exaggerated, yet from previous letters^ 
where we see complaints of Heydon,Todenham,&c., it is clear that the " agitation,^' though perhaps unduly 
excited, was not unfounded.] 

To my mastery John Potion, in right great haste. 

Sir, and it please, I was in my Lord of than my master writeth unto you of ;_I heard 



York's house, and I heard much thing more 

1 Spurrier Row was what is now called the White 
I<yon Lane, and leads from the castle ditches to the 
market-place -■ it took its name from the shops of 
those who sold saddles, bridles, spurs, &c. &c. 

3 [It was the under-sheriff who was attacked, al- 
though he is here sometimes styled the sheriff.] 

> ft appears by this that the rents of lands were at 
this time declining, owing most probably to the un- 



much thing in FleetHstreet ; but. Sir, my 

settled state of the nation. [Farmers were then evi- 
dently aware of the value of a fixed term, and, though 
rents were declining, would not take a farm at a re- 
duced rent, except under a lease for five or six years.] 
* [He afterwards married Margery, the daughter of 
J. Paston. The date of this letter is uncertain, but 
most probably towaxds the latter pari of the rei^ 
of Henry VI.] 
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lord was with the king, and he yisaged so 
the matter that all the king's household was, 
and is, afraid right sore ; and my said lord 
hath put a bill to the king, and desired much 
thing which is much after the commons* 
desire, and all is upon justice, and to put all 
those that be indicted under arrest, without 
surety or mainprise, and to be tried by law 
as law will, insomuch that on Monday Sir 
William Oldhall was with the king at 
Westminster more than two hours, and had 
of the king good cheer ; and the king desired 
of Sir WiUiam Oldhall that he should speak 
to his cousin York that he would be good 
lord to John Penycock, and that my Lord of 
York should write unto his tenants that they 
should suffer Penycock's officers (to) go and 
gather up his rent-farms within the said 
Duke's lordships ; and Sir William Oldhall 
answered again to the king, and prayed him 
to hold my lord excused, for though my 
lord wrote imder his seal of his arms, his 
tenants will not obey it, insomuch {that) 
when Sir Thomas Hoe met with my Lord of 
York beyond Saint Alban's the western men 
fell upon him and would have slain him, had 
(no/) Sir William Oldhall abeen \heen there], 
and therefore would the western men have 
£dlen upon the. said Sir William and have 
killed him, and so he told the king. 

Sir Borle Yonge and Josse labour sore for 
Heydon and Todenham to Sir William 
Oldhall, and proffer more than two thousand 
pounds for to have his good lordship, and 
therefore it is none other remedy but let 
Swaffham men be warned to meet with my 
said lord on Friday next coming at Picken- 
ham on horseback in the most goodly wise, 
and put some bill unto my lord of Sir 
Thomas Todenham, Heydon, and Prentice, 
and cry out on them, and that all the women 
of the same town be there also, and cry out 
on them also, and call them extortioners, and 
pray my lord that he will do sharp execution 
upon them. And my master counsels you 
that ye should move the mayor and all the 
aldermen with all their commoners to ride 
against (to meet) ^ my lord, and that there 
be made bills, and put them up to my lord, 

^ [More correctly towards.] 

s [The name of this Norfolk £&mi]y is generally 



and let all the town cry out on Heydon, 
Todenham, Wyndham, and Prentice, and of 
all their false maintainers, and tell my lord 
how much hurt they have done to the city, 
and let it be done in the most lamentable 
wise, for. Sir, but if (unless) my lord hear 
some foul tales of them, and some hideous 
noise and cry, by my faith they are else like 
to come to grace, and therefore. Sir, remember 
you of all these matters. 

Sir, also I spake with William Norwich, 
and asked him after the Lord Molyns how 
he stood to my lord ward, and he told me 
he was sore out of grace, and that my Lord 
of York loveth him nought; William Nor- 
wich told me that he durst undertake for to 
bring you unto my lord, and make him 
your right good lord; and. Sir, my master 
counselled you that ye should not spare, but 
get you his good lordship. 

Sir, beware of Heydon, for he would (have) 
destroyed you by my faith. 

The Lord Scales and Sir William Oldhall 
are made friends. 

Sir, labour ye for (to) be knight of the 
shire, and speak to my master Stapleton also 
that he be it ; Sir, all Swaffham, and (if) 
they be warned, will give you their voices; 
Sir, speak with Thomas Denys and take his 
good advice therein; Sir, speak to Denys 
that he avoid [wiihdraiv] his garrison at 
Reydon, for there is none other remedy but 
death for Daniel, and for all those that are 
indicted; Sir, labour ye to the mayor that 
John Dam* or William Jenney be bui^ess for 
the city of Norwich, tell them that he may 
be it as well as Yonge is of Bristol, or the 
Recorder is of London, and as the Recorder 
of Coventry is for the city of Coventry ; and 
it (is) so in many places in England. Also, 
Sir, think on Yarmoutli that ye ordain that 
John Jenney, or Lomnor, or some good man 
be burgess for Yarmouth; ordain ye that 
Jenneys may be in the parliament for they 
can say well. 

Sir, it were wisdom that my Lord of 
Oxford wait on my Lord of York ; in good 
faith, good Sir, think on all these matters ; 
much more I had to write unto you if I 

■pelt Damme ; but the orthography of names was 
at this time, and indeed long after, very unsettled.] 
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could have remembered me, but I bad no 
leiiure by my faith ; bold me excused of my 
lewd rude writing; let John Dam beware 
for the Lord Molyns; and, Sir, let the city 
beware for he will do them a villainy but if 
(unlets) he may have his men ; and, Sir, if 
he come to Norwich, look there be ready to 
wait upon the mayor a good fellowship, for 
it is said here that diey are but beasts. 

Sir, my master bade me write unto you 
that ye should stir the mayor and all the 
aldermen to cry on my lord that they may 
have justice of these men that be indicted, 
and that my lord will speak unto the king 
thereof; and. Sir, in divers parts in the 



t»wn there (u^aere) my lord cometh, there 
would be ordained many portions (parties) 
of commoners to cry on my lord for justice 
of these men that are indicted, and tell their 
names, in special Todenham, Heydon, Wynd- 
ham, (and) Prentice. Sir, I send you a copy 
of the bill that my Lord of York put unto 
the king ; and. Sir, let copes go about the 
city enough, for the love of God, which have 
you in his keeping. Written on Saint Faith's 
day in haste. 

By your servant, William Wayte. 

6th of October, 
between 1451 and 1456. 
30 and 35 H. VI. 



LETTER L.— (XXXVIII. vol. iii. p. 163.) 

On the back of this letter is written, " It appercth by this Ire that Sir Jo. Fastolf was of kynred to John 
Paston Ht.** The date of this letter cannot be ascertained farther than that it was written between 1444, 
when Sir William Paston died, and 1459, the year in which Sir John Fastolf deceased. It contains nothing 
material, but I think it throws light upon the character of Agnes Paston, showing her in the light of one 
who was ever attentive to her family and her fortunes, and interested herself in having a proper proviaon 
made for her younger children. We shall see that the Duke of Norfolk afterwards claimed Caister. and 
laid a regular siege to it. The Lady Boys mentioned in this letter was Sibilla, widow of Sir Eoger Boys, 
of Honing ; she was living in 1450. 

This letter be delivered to John Pcaton, being at London, in the Inner Inn of the Temple, 



I GREET you well, and send you God's blessing 
and mine ; and as touching the matter which 
ye desired my cousin Clere should write for, 
she hath done, and I send you the copy 
cloeed in this letter. As for the inquiry, I 
have sent by Pynchemore to inquire, and 
sent mine own man to WilliaJn Bactoii, and 
done him inquire in divers places, and I can 
hear no word of none such inquirance, I wot 
not what it meaneth. Robert Hill was at 
Paston this week, and the man that dwelled 
in Bowers Place is out hereof, and said to 
Robert he durst no longer abide therein, for 
Waryn Herman sayeth to him it is his place. 
As for Coket's matter, my daughter your 
wife told me y^ter even the man that 
sueth him will now stand to your award. 

Bartholomew White is condemned in 
Forncet court in 40 marks (26A 13«. id,) as 
it is said. 

Item, as for Tal&s, the sheriflfii have be- 
hest to do all the favour they may ; I sent 
^ parson of St Edmund's to Gilbert, and 
he said there was come a new writ for to 



have him up by the 15th day of Saint 
Martin, and now Caly had been at them, ^ 
and desired to carry up Talfas on his own 
cost, and give him good wages. 

Item, John Osbem said to me this day that 
he supposed they will not have him up before 
Easter, and Margaret Talfas said to me the 
same day, that moi told her that he should 
never have end till he were at London, and 
adced me counsel whether she might give the 
sheriffii silver or none ; and I told her if die 
did, I supposed she should find them the more 
friendly. 

Item, as for Orwellbury, I send you a bill 
of all the receipts since the death of your 
father, and a copy written on the back how 
your Neither let it to farm to the said Gumey ; 
I would ye should write (to) Gumey, and 
charge him to meet with you from Lcm- 
donward, and at the least way let him purvey 
ten pounds, for (he) oweth by my redronix^ 
at Michaelmas last past, beside your taAxx't 

1 [FeBBtnunlalestAuAoMtf.] 
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debt, 18/. 14«. Sd.; if ye would write to him 
to bnng surety both for your father g debt and 
miBe^ and pay by days^^ so that the man 
might live and pay us, I would forgave him 
of the old arrearages ten pounds ; and (if) he 
might be made to pay 20 marks, (13/. 6«. Sd.) 
by year, on that condition I would forgive 
him ten pounds,' and so thinketh me he should 
have cause to pray for your father and me, 
and was it let [and that it teas let'] in my 
father^s lime. I feel by Robert, his wife is 
right loth to go thence, she said that she had 
lever (rather) I should have all her goods 
after her day than they should go out thereof. 

liexn, John Dam told me that the Lady 
Boys will sell a ^ce called Hales, but he 
nidi ahe speaketh it privily and saith it is not 
tayled (entailed), as John Dam knoweth, which 
wUl iihe hath said as largely of other things 
that hath not been so. 

Item, he told me as he heard said, Sir John 
Tlutbolf hath sold Hellesdon to BcJeyn of Lon- 
don, and if it be so it seemeth he will sell 
more, wherefore I pray you, as ye will have 
my love and my blessing, that ye will help 



and do your devoir that some thing^ were pur- 
chased for your two Inrethren ; I suppose that 
Sir John Fastolf, and (if) he were spoke to^ 
would be gladder to let his kinsmoi have part 
than strange men; assay him in my name of 
such places as ye suppose is most clear. 

It is said in this country that my Lord of 
Norfolk saith Sir J<^ Fastolf hath given him 
Caister, and he will have (it) plainly. I 
send you a bill of Osberh's hand, which was 
the answer of the sheriff and John of Dam. 

John, bring me my letter home with you, 
and my cousin Clere's copy of her letter, and 
the copy of the receipt of Orwellbury, and 
recommend me to Lomner, and tell him his 
best beloved fareth well, but she is not yet 
come to Norwich, for they die yet, but not 
so sore as they did, and Grod be with you.^ 
Written at Norwich, in right great haste, the 
16th day of November. 

By your mother, 

Agnes Paston. 

Norwich, 16th of November, 
between 1444 and 1459. 
23 and 38 H. VI. 



LETTER LI.—(XV. vol. i. p. 69.) 

Vaigarek of Ainou, Queen of Henry VI. alarmed at the report of the approach of Edward Earl of March 
(nm to the Duke of York) towards London with a great power, endeavoured to make what friends 
Jm ecHild; and amonnt other places, on her journey for that purpose, visited Norwich ; Edmund de Had- 
luiB, aad Jasper of Hatfield, the king's half-brothers, attending her. Her familiarity and obligiufi; addiess 
pleased the g^itry, and shows that she understood the art of conciliating the goodwill of those with whiHn 
sha eonveised. 

To nuf right worshijfftd mattery Jchn Patton, be this delivered in haste. 



RifiBT worriiipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, praying you to weet, &c. (here follow 
»ome tuxount of money received, 8fc.) 

Am for tiduigs, the queen came into this 
town on Tuesday ^ last past after noon, and 
abode here till it was Thursday three (o'clock) 
afternoon; and she sent after my cousin 
Blisabeth Clere ' by Sharinbom to come to 
her; and she durst not disobey her com- 
mandinen^ and came to h«r ; and when dbe 
came in die queen's presence, the queen 
made right much of her, and desired her to 

; terms.] 

tiat is, other ten pounds of her own debt.] 
,,. ais must refer to some pestilence or epidemic 
disease, but we find no other mention of it. Proba* 
Uy some local fever.] 



have an husband, the which ye shall know of 
hereafter ; but as for that he is never nearer 
than he was before ; the queen was right well 
pleased with her answer, and reporteth of her 
in the best wise, and saith, by her truth, she 
saw no gentlewoman since she came into Nor- 
folk that she liked better than she doth her. 

Blake, the bailey of Swaffham, was here 
with the king's brother,' and he came to me, 
weening that ye had been at home; and said 
that the king's brother desired him that he 
should pray you in his name to come to him, 

* Tuesday, 18th of April. Thursday 20th of 
April. 

» Daughter of Robert Clere, Esq., of Ormesby. 

* Either Edmund, afterwards Earl of Richmond, 
father to Henry VII., ot SvuKV^Ttl^^AQt^^xs^st^j^cA. 
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for he would right fain that ye had come to 
hun if ye had been at home ; and he told me 
that he wist well that he should send for you 
when he came to London, both for Cossey 
and other things. 

I pray you that ye will do your cost on me 
against Whitsuntide, that I may have some- 
thing for my neck. When the queen was 
here, I borrowed my cousin Elizabeth Clere's 
device,^ for I durst not for shame go with my 



beads ^ amongst so many fresh ^ gentlewomen 
as here were at that time. 

The blessed Trinity have you in his keep- 
ing. 

Written at Norwich on the Friday next 
before St. Greorge. 

By yours, 

Margaret Paston. 
Norwich, Friday. 
2l8t of AprU,14.'>2. 30 H. VI. 



LETTER LII (XXXIX. vol. iii. p. 169.) 

I have copied this letter as containing a recipe against bad air ; but whether or not cardamoms are meant I 
cannot tell, they are said to be warm and attenuating, and to comfort the head and stomach, and, therefore, 
I should suppose, proper to be taken in a mornins as a preservative against the effects of bad air. Tlie 
fair leaves of artichokes, when blanched and rendered less bitter, are likewise called chards ; these as 
being flat, might be kept in a book, and in that state brought from foreign parts ready for use, as we had 
no artichokes till long after this time in England. These were accounted very wholesome ; it is probable, 
therefore, that these are the things mentioned. [The complaint of the air of Norwich is also something 
remarkable, but probably means no more than the effect of a crowded city upon a person accustomed to the 
open air of the country. It is abo a curious fact that two dozen wooden trenchers could not be procured in 
so large and commercial a town, but had to be sent for from London.] Margaret Paston's uncle, Philip 
Bemey, died in 1453, therefore this letter must be written about that time. 

To my right worshipful hutband, John Paston^ he this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I commend me 
to you, I pray you that ye will do buy two 
dozen trenchers, for I can none get in this 
town ; also I pray you that ye will send me a 
book with chardeqweyns that I may have of 
in the morning, for the air be not wholesome 
in this town, therefore I pray you heartily let 
John Suffield bring it home with him. 

No more, but the blessed Trinity have you 
in his keeping, and send you good speed in 
all your matters. Written on St Leonard's 
even. 

My uncle Philip commends him to you, 
and he hath been so sick since that I came to 
Reedham, that I wend [weened — thought'\ 
he should never have escaped it, nor not^ is like 

1 A device, or ornament for the neck. 

^ Necklaces of beads, &c., appear to have been 
worn at this time, though she either did not think 
her*s handsome or fashionable enough to be put on 
upon this occasion. 

s May not the vfordfresch mean French or foreign 
gentlewomen attendant on the queen? though it 



to do but if (unless) he have ready help, and 
therefore he shall into Suffolk this next week, 
to mine aunt, for there is a good physician, 
and he shall look to him. 

My Lady Hastyngs told me that Heydon 
hath spoken to Jeffirey Boleyn of London, and 
is agreed with him that he should bargain 
with Sir John Fastolf to buy the manor if 
Blickling as it were for himself, and if 
Boleyn buy it in truth Heydon shall have it. 

I came to Norwich on Soulmass day (2nd 
o/^ovember^. 

Yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Norwich, Sunday, 5th of November, 
1452. 32H. VI. 

most probably means fresh, gay, or well-dressed or 
fashionable ladies. [We do not see why so far- 
fetched a meaning should be sought, — fresh is new, 
and among so many new acquaintance, she was 
ashamed to appear without fitting dress and orna- 
ments.] 
* [Tliat is— nor is not like, &c.] 
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LETTER LIII.— (XL. vol. iii. p. 171.) 

The conversation in this letter mnst refer to some offer of marriage made to his sister Elizabeth Paston, who 
afterwards married Robert Povnines; and I should suppose the letter to have been written in January 
1452-3, from the request in it for him to buy his wife some ornament for her neck, as tiie same petition had 
been made in a previous letter (li.), which was dated April, 1452, and probably not yet complied with. 

^ To my right wonhijpful huthand, John Paston, be this delivered in hcute. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend 
me to you ; praying you to weet that I spake 
yesterday with my sister, and she told me 
that she was sorry that she might not speak 
with you ere ye yede (went) ; and she desireth, 
if it pleased you, that ye should give the 
gentleman that ye know of such language 
as he might feel by you that ye will be well 
willing to the matter that ye know of; for 
she told me that he bath said before this time 
ihai he conceived that ye have set but little 
thereby ; wherefore she prayeth you that ye 
will be her good brother, and that ye might 
have a full answer at this time whether it 
shall be yea or nay; for her mother hath 
said to her syth (since) that ye ridden hence, 
that she hath no fantasy [behe/] therein, but 
that it shall come to a jape (come to nothing) ; 
and saith to her that there is good craft in 
daubing; and hath such language to her 
tbat she thinketh right strange, and so that 
she is right weary thereof; wherefore she 
desireth ^e rather to have a full conclusion 
therein. She saith her full trust is in you, 



and as ye do therein she will agree her 
thereto. 

Master Brackley i was here yesterday to 
have spoken with you; I spake with him, 
but he would not tell me what his errand 
was. 

It is said here that the sessions shall be at 
Thetford on Saturday next coming, and there 
shall be my Lord of Norfolk and others with 
great people, as it is said. Other tidings 
have we none yet. 

The blissful Trinity have you in his keep- 
ing. Written at Norwich on the Tuesday 
next before Candlemass. 

I pray you that ye will vouchsafe to re- 
member to purvey a thing for my neck, and 
to do make (have made) my girdle. 

Yours, Margaret Paston. 

My cousin Crane recommendeth her to 
you, and prayeth you to remember her 
matter, &c., for she may not sleep on nights 
for him.* 

Norwich, Tuesday, 30th of January, 
1452-3. 31H.VI. 



LETTER LI v.— (XLI. vol. iii. p. 175.) 

I have given tlus curious letter as a specimen of the outrages committed by the great upon respectable gen* 
tiemen ; for ttiough the writer has put no name to his letter, he appears to have been a man of property, 
and of some consequence, and most probably had married an heiress of fortune, as he mentions his wife s 
place in Norwich. There being an act of parliament ])a8sed, shows that he was a man of some con- 
sideration. At this time the most arbitrary methods were used to obtain the possession of estates, and 
entries were made in the most forcible manner ; though perhaps in this case there m^ht be some proper 
reasons for these prooeedinss under the direction of the Cardinsu and Lord Oxford. His wife's daughter 
was also most probably anneiress, of whom Ingham had obtained the wardship, by which means he would 
demand a sum of money on her marriage. The Inghams were a most ancient and knightly family, situated 
at Ingham, in Norfolk, of which the male line in the capital branch had failed in 1344 : this person was 
therefore some collateral issue. The cardinal here mentioned mnst have been John Kemp, first Bishop of 
Rochester, next of Chichester, then of London, from which see he was removed to York, and in 1452 
became Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1439 he was made Cardinal of St. Balbine, and a short time before 
his death was removed to the cardinalship of St. Rufine : these various preferments were briefly recorded in 
the following line :— 

*' Bis Primas, ter Prases, et bis Cardine functus." 



1 John Bracklee or Brackley, was a brother of the 
Convent of Grey Friars, or Friars Minors, in Nor- 
wich; he took a Doctor of Divinity's degree, and 
was a fiunous preacher. 

3 Who the gentleman was, or what the important 



matter could be, which prevented her cousin Crane 
from sleeping, must be left in doubt, unless some of 
my fair readers, who shall do me the honour to 
peruse these letters, may have x>enetratlon enough 
to discover either the one or the other. 
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He died very old, and very rich, in the beginning of the year 1453, and was bnried in his own cathedral. 
John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was beheaded in 1461. 1 E. IV. The conclusion of this letter conveys an 
insinuation that the king was improperly fettered by the ruling of this an^biahop. [Notwithstanding all 
Sir John's assertions about" outrages," and " arbitrary ** methods, there appears nothing in this letter but 
what might be related now by a chancery suitor. Of the justice or injustioe of the case we of course know 
nothing ; but the arresting of a surety for a debt, which had been paid by the principal, might have happened 
till the recent abrogation of arrest upon mexne process ; and the committal of a lady to the Fleet for con- 
tempt is no uncommon Chancery process : in this case also the warden of the Fleet is stated to have con- 
ducted himself with humanity and proper feeling.^ 

To my right wcrMpful maatgr, John Paston. 



Right worshipful and mine especial go6d 
master, I recommend me to you with all 
service and prayer to my power, and like it 
you to weet that how W a full strange act is 
passed against me in the Higher House before 
the Lords, whereof I send you a copy ; never- 
theless I hope to God that it shall not pass in 
the Common House ; but me is befallen the 
most sorrowfiil infortune thiU; ever poor man 
had, standing in such case as I do ; for my 
lords the cardinal and of Oxford have im- 
prisoned my wife in the Counter, and how 
they shall guide her forih Grod knoweth, 
which standeth too nigh mine heart, if God's 
will were, but well I know that by these 
vengeable malices done to her and me they 
will (not of) he content, for Ingham lithe 
(lieth) beside that to take away my wife's 
daughter out of Westminster, to make an end 
of my wife if he can, and also to arrest my 
servants, that I dread that she nor I shall 
have no creature to attend us nor help us ; 
and such malice have I never heard of here- 
before ; and it is told me that, beside that, 
they will despoil, if any good they can find 
of mine, in Norwich or Norfolk, and imprison 
my servants there ; wherefore I lowly beseech 
your mastership for our Lord's mercy that ye 
vouchsafe to succour them in this necessity ; 
and, if any entry be made or should be made 
upon my wife's place in Norwich, that ye 
Touchsafe to succour my servants, and do 
therein after your wisdom for Christ's love 
and Saint Charity. 

Beside this, a ^end and kinsman of mine, 
one Robert Clement of Beetley, hath written 
to me that he is arrested and like to be im- 

' [flow 6^— that is however it be— from whatever 
cause it may be. The style of this letter is fre- 
quently obscure. A few lines farther on we have, 
" but me is befallen'* — t. e. but to me.] 



prisoned by a writ of debt, taken against him 
upon an obligation of an hundred pounds, in 
which he and I and others were bound to my 
Lord of Oxfwd fourteen years ago, whereof I 
have many acquittances. Wherefore I pray 
your good mastership to send to the sheriff 
that my said kinsman may be eased, and no 
return made against him, but that he may 
answer the next time by attorney, for truly 
that writ was taken out in the end of the 
term after I was airested,, ami after it was 
appeared to. 

1 pcay your masterslup for Grod's sake to be 
not displeased nos weary to do for me in these 
matters of your charity, for I had lever 
(rather) give the said Robert such good, little 
if it be, as I have, than he were undone for 
me, or any man else that ever did for me ; 
and I hope if God vouchsafe that the matter 
may coaoe to reascm, to save him harmless, 
and all other with Grod's mercy, ever praying 
you of your mastership and succour for God's 
love, who ever keep you for his mercy. 

Written in Fleet, the Wednesday the se- 
cond week of Lent. Moreover in augment- 
ing of my sorrow, I weened my wife should 
have died since, for after she was arrested she 
laboured of her child that die is withall, 
waiting either to die or be deliv^ed, and she 
hath not gone eight weeks quick ; what shall 
befall Almighty God knoweth, and shall 
dispose mercifully. 

Afterward my wife was some deal (some- 
what) eased by the labour of the warden of 
Fleet, for the cursed cardinal had sent her to 
Newgate, God forgive his soul ! now she is 
taken to bail till Tuesday. The cardinal is 
dead, and the king is relieved. 

The Fleet, Wednesday, 

21st of February. 1452-3. 

31 H.VI. 
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LETTER LV.— (XVI. vol. i. p. 73.) 

This letter is ^en, not only as containing some state anecdotes, but as exhibiting a character of John Fasten, 
Esq. from Thomas Billing, who in 1453 was created a Serjeant at Law, and in 1458 appointed King*s 
Sojeant^ He became Chief Justice of England, in 147S. 

; 7b kit worAipf id brother, John Pcutwt, 



Rl«HT wonbipfiill»odier, I recommend {me) 
to yoa ; and as f«rtidii^«, my Lord of York^ 
liani taken my Lord of Exeter^ into his award ; 
the Duke of Somerset^ is still in prison, in 
worse case than be was. 

Sir John Fastolf recommends him io yon, 
&c., he will ride into Norfolk ward as on 
Thursday^ and he will dwell at Caister, and 
Scroop witiihim : hesaith 3rearethe heartiest 
kinsman and friend that he knoweth, he 
would haire you at Manteby dwelling. 

I had great cheer of Billing by the way, 
and he toM me, in counsel, what he said 
toLedam. 

Ledam would have done his wise (endea- 
vetfr) to hare made a complaint to Pryodie in 
^ shire house of yon, and Billing counselled 
ham to leave, and told Ledam, ye and he were 
no fellows, and said to Ledam << it is the guise 
of your countrymen to spend all the goods 
they have on men and livery gowns, and horse 
and harness, and so bear it out for a while, and 



at the last they are but beggars; and so will 
ye do : I would ye should do well, because ye 
are a fellow of Gray s Inn, where I was a 
fellow. 

" As for Paston, he is an esquire of worship, 
and of great livelyhood, and I wot he will not 
spend all his goods at once, but he spareth 
yearly an hunched marks (66/. 13«. id.) or an 
hundred pounds: he may do his enemy a 
shrewd turn and never fare the worse in his 
household, nor (have) the less men about him. 

^ Ye may not do so, but if it be for one sea- 
son, I counsel you not to continue long as ye 
do. I would counsel you to seek rest with 
Paston." 

And I thanked Billing on your behalf. 
God have you in his keeping. 

By your poor brother, 

William Paston.* 

Much other &ing I can tell you, and I had 
leisure ; recommend me to my sister Margaret, 
and my cousin Elizabeth Clere, I pray you. 




1452, or 1453, 
31 or 32 H. VI. 



^v6^ 



C\-vw 



'po4{ny\>^ 



LETTER LVI.— (XUI. vol. iii. p. 179.) 




the lord»-4hat is, I presume, from the Duke of York and the lords in his party ; and was, I suppose, a coun- 
terpart of what is contained in this letter, which ap|>ears to have been a copy of that seut to the king, and 
sent by some friend oif J- Fluton's to him, and which, by the words of the direction " VadaturJ. P." 
seems to have been sent to him under a solemn promise to be delivered. As several petitions and remon- 
strances were sent from the Duke of York and his party during these civil contests to the king, the exact date 
of this cannot be aaeertained, though it was probably during &e chancellorship of John Kemp, Archbishop 
of Canlorbory, be tw ee n the years 1458 and 1454. The addrns of this letter beginning with '^if oste Cristen 
Kyng" is very particular; nor do I remember ever before to have seen the woi^ '• Magestee Royall," so 
eariy used in an address to the sovereign ; it is well drawn up, and the purport of it is loyal and manly ; it 
seems too to have been sent at a time when they supposed themselves sure of assistance, if we advert to the 



1 Richard Dnke of York. 

s Henry Holland Dnke of Exeter. 

3 Edaond Bevolbit Duke of Somerset* was im- 



prisoned by the Duke of York's party in 1452, and 
again, for a considerable time, in 1453. 
* A younger son of Sir William Paston. 
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steadiness of the concluding words : — " Whereynne we wolle persever wyih the gr'ce of our lorde.*' By sending 
a duplicate to the king they seemed to doubt whether or no the Archbishop would inform his highness of 
ti&eir letter addressed to him as Lord Chancellor. 

Fadafur, J. P. 



Most Christian king, right high and mighty 
prince, and our most redoubted sovereign 
lord, we recommend us as humbly as we 
■uffice imto your high excellence, whereunto 
please it to weet that for so much as we hear 
and understand, to our greatest sorrow earthly, 
that our enemies of approved experience, such 
as abide and keep themselves under the wing 
of your majesty royal, have thrown unto the 
same right studiously and right fraudulently 
many ambiguities and doubts of the faith- 
legiance, and duty, that, God knoweth, we 
bear unto your highness, and have put tiiem 
in as great devoir as they could to enstrange 
us from your most noble presence, and from 
the &vour of your good grace ; which good 
grace to us is, and ought to be, our singular 
and most desired joy and consolation. We 
at this time be coming with grace, as your 
true and humble liege men, toward your said 
high excellence, to declare, and show thereto 
at large, our said &ith and legiance, intend- 
ing, with the mercy of Jesu in the said com- 
ing, to put us in as diligent and hearty devoir 
and duty as any your liege men alive to that at 
f/to/] * may avance {advance) or prefer the 
honour and welfare of the said majesty royal 



and the surety of the said most notable person, 
the which (we) beseech our blessed Creator to 
prosper {tvith) as great honour, joy, and felicity 
as ever had any prince earthly, and to your 
said highness so to take, accept, and repute us, 
and not to please to give trust or confidence 
unto the sinister, malicious, and fraudulent 
labours and reports of our said enemies unto 
our coming to your said most noble presence, 
whereunto we beseech humbly that we may 
be admitted as your liege men, to the intent 
to show us the same, whereof yesterday we 
wrote our letters of our intenl^ to the right 
reverend father in God, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, your Chancellor of England, to 
be showed to your said highness, whereof for 
so much as we be not ascertained whether our 
said intent be by his faHierhood showed unto 
your said good grace or not, we send thereof 
unto this closed [under this enclosed] a copy 
of our said letters of our disposition towards 
your said high excellence, and the honour and 
weal of the land, wherein we will persevere 
with the grace of our lord. 

Most probably written 

between 1452 and 1454. 

30 and 33 H. VI. 



son, John Paston, 



LETTER LVIL— (XLIII. vol. iii. p. 183.) 

This letter may be called a modem obituary, as it informs us of the death, and likewise of the manner of the 

death, of two gentlemen of consequence in the county of Norfolk. 

To my well'beloved 

Son I greet you well, and send you God^s bless- 
ing and mine, and letjou weet that Robert Hill 
came homeward by Orwellbury, and Gumey 
telled him he had been at London for money 
and could not speeden, andbehested [promised] 
Robert that he should send me money by 
you ; I pray forget it not as ye come home- 



1 ^Fenn translates which ; this is more grammatical , 
bat 18 not the word intended.] 

« Philip Bemey. of Caston, Esq. was third son of 
John Berney, Esq. of Reedham, by Isabel, daughter 
of Sir John Heveningham, knight. 

* Sir John Heren^ham, knieht, was lineallv de- 
from Waltw Heveningham, who resided at 



ward, and speak sadly (seriously) for another 
fanner. 

And as for tydings, Philip Bemey* is 
passed to God on Monday last past with the 
greatest pain that ever I saw man; and on 
Tuesday Sir John Heveningham '^ yede (went) 
to his church and heard three masses, and 



Heveningham in Suffolk so early as in the time of 
King Canute, 1017—1036. Thomas, the grandson 
of Sir John settled at Ketterin^ham in Norfolk, 
whose descendant, William Heveningham of the same 

Jlace, was one of the judges of the High Court of 
ustice who tried their sovereign King Charles I. 
This branch of this ancient family ended in his son. 
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came home again never merrier, and said to 
his wife that he would go say a little devotion 
in his garden, and then he would dine; ^ and 
forthwith he felt a fainting in his leg, and 
syyd (sit ^) down ; this was at nine of the 
clock, and he was dead ere noon. 

My cousin Clere prays you that ye let no 
man see her letter, which is ensealed imder 
my seal. I pray you that you will pay your 
brother William for four oiuices and an half 
of silk as he paid, which he sent me by Wil- 



liam Tavemer, and bring with you a quarter 
of an ounce even like of the same that I send 
you closed in this letter ; and say {teli) your 
brother William that his horse hath one farcy 
and great running sores in his legs. Grod 
have you in keeping. Written at Norwich, 
on Saint Thomas's even, in great haste. 
By your mother, 

Aqnes Paston. 

Norwich, Friday, 6ih of July, 
1453. 31 H. VI. 



LETTER LVIII.-<XLIV. vol. iii. p. 187.) 

Thoagh this letter, like many others in this collection, contains no matter of consequence, yet as it ftimishes 
us with an instance of careful attention in the wife to her husband's affairs, and shows her anxious desire 
to hare everything in readiness against his expected return, I think it wiU be agreeable to many of my 
readers. 

To my right worshipful master, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, praying you to weet that I have spoke 
widi Newman for his place,^ and I am tho- 
rough with him therefor, but he would not 
let it in no wise less than five marks (3/. 6«. %d.'). 
I told him that sekerly {certainly^ ye should 
not know but that I hired it of him for three 
pounds. I said as for the noble (6«. 8</.) I 
should pay it of mine own purse that ye 
should no knowledge have thereof; and this 
day I have had in two cartful of hay, and 
your stable shall be made I hope this next 
week. I could not get no grant of him to 
have the warehouse ; he saith if he may in 
any wise forbear it hereafter, ye shall have it, 
but he will not grant it in no covenant. He 
hath jgranted me the house betwixt the vowte 
(yauW) and the warehouse, and that he said 
he granted not you. 

And as for the chamber that ye assigned to 
mine imcle,* God hath purveyed {provided) 
for him as his will is ; he passed to God on 
Monday last past, at eleven of the clock be- 
fore noon, and Sir John Heveningham passed 

> By this account it appears that the hour of din- 
ner was between nine and ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

» [More probably slid, for fell.] 

' Newman's Place must have been a house of some 
consequence in the city of Norwich at this time, as 
the rent then set upon it was equivalent to a modem 
one of between sixty and eighty pounds a-year; and 
there beins when she hired it no stable ready fitted 
up, shows no w few horses were then kept in cities, &c . 



to God on Tuesday last past, whose souls botb 
God assoil ! his sickness took him on Tuesday 
at nine of the clock before noon, and by two 
afternoon he was dead. 

I have begun your inventory, that should 
have been made ere this time if I had been 
well at ease; I hope to make an end thereof 
and of other things by this next week, and 
be in that other place if God send me health. 
I must do purvey for much stuflf * ere I come 
there, for tiiere is neither boards nor other 
stuff that must needs be had ere we come 
there ; and Richard hath gathered but little 
money since he came from you. I have sent 
John Norwood this day to Gresham, Besing- 
ham, and Matlaske, to get as much money 
as he may. The blessed Trinity have you 
in his keeping. Written at Norwich, on the 
Utas ® day of Peter and Paul. 

Yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Norwich, Friday, 6th of July, 
1453. 31 H. VI. 



* Philip Beroey , whose death was mentioned in the 
preceding letter, was brother to Margaret Maultby, 
the mother of Margaret Paston. 

^ This must here mean household stuff, and I 
should suppose that the boards required were those 
used for long tables, forms, &c. 

< The octave* or eighth day following the fes- 
tival. 
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LETTER UX^— (XLV. rol. iiL p. 189.) 



The wxMCi daiA of tbte Uttm eaanoi be aaoertaiiied. it was, howerer. moH ivobttfaly pterioosly to liM, at 
ElittlMth PMlmi'f bMdwr, in his ktter to Lord CSrejr, tdb fatal, "there is, and hath been diven tinea, late 
oommanicatioaa of nanriagMwMidivcn gentlenMnnotdelenBtaadasyeC, &C.'' Sir WflUam (Hffliall waa 



• aentleman of larfe propertyte the eonntyof Norfolk, and had been alrtvdy Banied to, or aftetwaada 
did marry, Miuy, daognter of wflUam Lord WOloiu^by of Enaby, by whom he left an only daughter and 
heir, Mary. The maniafe here pr o poaed never took eftct I have dated this letter in 1453, UMragh doubt- 
fully. [This letter also displays a oorioos picture of tiie diplomatic manner hi wfaidi marriages, even 
among persons of only modMrate rank were conducted. The brather laboors that Sir W. OUDiall shall have 
his sister : the sister praveth him to brin| it to a good oondoaion, ao " that it sail be bodwfw hyr woiekap 
and p'fyt," ami the mother is oonteiit " if ye can thynlie that hys lond standyt der."] 

T^is Utter he delivered to John Pasion dwelling in the Inner Inn of the Temple at Londony 

in haste. 



I OSBET you well, and let you weet that this 
day I was with my daughter your wife, and 
•he wai in good heel {health) at the making 
of this letter, thanked be God ! and she let 
your sitter and me weet of a letter which ye 
sent her, tliat ye have been laboured to for 
Sir William Oldhall to have your sister, and 
desiring in the said letter to have an answer 
in short time how she will be demeaned in 
this matter. 

Your sister recommendeth her to you, and 
thanketh vou heartily that ve will remember 
her, and let her have knowledge thereof, and 
prayeth you that ye will do your endeavour 
to bring it to a good conclusion, for she saith 
to me that she trusteth that ye will do so that it 



shall be both for her worship and profit ; and, 
as for me, if ye can think that his land stand- 
eth clear, inasmuch as I feel your sifter well- 
willed thereto, I hold me well content. 

And as for the obligation of the parson of 
Marlingford, which I sent you by John New- 
man, I pray you let it be sued ; and as for 
the parson and Lyndesey they be accorded ; 
and God have you in keeping, and send you 
his blessing and mine. Written at Norwich 
on Pulver Wednesday. 

By your mother, 

AoNES Paston. 
Norwich, 
Ash Wednesday, 6 March, 
1458-4. 38H.VI. 



LETTER LX.— (XLVI. vol. iii. p. 193.) 

This letter, Arom a lover to the brother of his mistress, seems dictated by good sense, and a proper regard for 
the lady ; it shows his anxious wish that all preliminarieB should be settled to the satisfaction of the lady's 
fHonds, and hints at his own impatience for a speedy conclusion in the following expressive words, " as to 
my conceythc y« daj-ys be waxyn wonderly longc in a schorte tyme." On the back of the letter is written, 
in an ancient hand, " A I're aomewhat touchyng a mariage yt snotdd have been between the wt** in named 
John Clopton and Elisabeth I'aston sole daughter to Willm Paston, juatice. Sed non cept effe'm." John 
Clopton, Esq., was one of those convicted on suspicion of receiving lettm from Queen Margaret, with Sir 
Thomas Todenham, &c., before the Karl of Worcesttt. in Feb. 1461, when all of them, exogpt Clopton, 
were beheaded. He married Alice, sister to Sir Robert Darcy. of Maiden in Essex, and was afive in 1488. 
His father. Sir William Clopton. had eatates at Long Melfoid, &c. in Suffolk. [But this pn^jeeted marriage, 

/though evincing more ^-armth of affection than was oaoally displayed, did not take place, and was pro- 
baluy broken off on pecuniary matters.] 

Unto (my) right reverend Sir, and my good mmtter, Jekn Pattom. 



Rtgrt worthy and worshipful sir, and my 
right good master, I recommend me unto you, 
thanking you evermore of your grvat gende- 
aees and good masterhood showed unto me 
«t all times, and specially now to my heart's 
mm^ which on my part cannot be rewarded, 



but my simple serrice is ever ready at your 
commandment ; iiiztiiarmore, 9a for the 
nuOter that ye weet of, I have laboured so to 
my UAm diat yoor mtent as for the jointure 
shall be ftdfiUed; and. Sir, I beseech you 
since I do my part to fulfil your will, that 
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ye will show me your good masterhood in 
her chamber ^ as my full trust is, insomuch 
that it shall nought hurt you nor none of 
yours, and the profit thereof shall be imto 
the avail of my mistress your sister, and to 
me, and to none other creature. 

And also my mistress your mother shall 
not be charged with her board after the day 
of the marriage, but I to dischai^e her of 
her person; and to ease me that hath her 
chamber may be none contradiction. 

And, Sir, I am ready, and always will to 
perform that I have said unto you, &c. 

Furthermore liketh you to weet, I was on 
Thursday last past at Cavendish, to deliver 
an estate to Wentwortii in the land that was 
my brother Cavendish's,* as I told you when 
I was last with you, and there I spake with 
Crane, and he besought me that I would 
send over to my mistress your mother for his 
excuse, for he might not be with her at this 
time ; but on the Saturday in Easter week 
he will not fail to be with her, so he coun- 



selled me that I and my brother Denston^ 
should meet with him there, and so without 
your better advice I and my brother purpose 
us to be with you there at that time, for the 
sooner the lever (better for) me, for, as to my 
conceit the days be waxen wonderly (wonder- 
J^y) long in a short time, wherefore I beseech 
you send me your advice how ye will have 
me ruled, &c. 

No more I write to you at this present 
time, but beseeching you to recommend (nui) 
in the lowliest wise, and the Trinity preserve 
you body and soul. 

Written with my chancery hand in right 
great haste on the Friday before P&lm 
Sunday. 

Your 
John Clopton. 



Friday, 12 April, 1454 
H.VI. 



32 
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NUMBER LXI.— <XLVII. vol. iii. p. 197.) 

On the back of the above indentare, in a more modem hand, is written, " The marriage w^yn mentioned 
never toke effect, for the same Elizabeth was after first maryed to Rob^ Ponyngs, arm., and then to S* George 
Browne, knyght." I thought this dxmight of a marriage settlement too curioos to be omitted. 

Marriage Articles betwixt Agftet Paaton, 8fC. on the one part and fVilliam Clopton, Esq, on the 

other part.^ 



This indenture, made betwixt Agnes that 
was the wife of William Paston, John Paston 
her son, and John Damme,^ on the one part, 
and William Clopton,* esquire, on the other 
part, witnesseth toat accord is taken atwyn 
(between) the said parties, that John Clopton, 
son and heir of the said William Clopton, 
by the grace of God shall wed Elizabetb^ the 
daughter of the said Agnes, for which mar- 

> Perha^ it means some expenses for the ac- 
commodation of the bride. [We radther think he 
asks for Paston's intervention in his favour in her 
privacy.] 

* The Cavendishes and Cranes were respectable 
families in the county of Suffolk. 

* John Denston, Esq., of Denstou in Suffolk, 
married Catherine, daughter of Sir William Cl(^ton, 
and sister to John Clopton. 

« ^ John Damme was a burgess in parliament for 
the city of Norwich, and likewise recorder. 
i_* The Cloptons were a family of consequence. 



riage the said Agnes, &c. shall pay to the said 
John Clopton four hundred marks (266/. 13«. 
id.) in hand of lawful money of England, and 
over that (besides), if the said marriage be 
holden with the said Agnes, the said Agnes 
shall bear^he costages thereof the day of the 
wedding, with such chambering ° as shall be 
to the pleasure of the said Agnes : and the said 
William Clopton shall do [catese'^] his feof- 
fees make a lawful estate to the said William 
of lands, tenements, rents, and services to the 
yearly value of 40/. over all charges borne. 



8 This word is here used in a good sense, and pro- 
bably means joyous entertainment and feasting — 
bat it may mean certain esLpenaes to be borne, or 
goods, &c., to be bought on this occasion. [The 
original is not chambering but " chaumb'yr" only, 
and there is little doubt, means fUmiture or decora- 
tions for the bride's chamber.] 

' [Fenn translates— tofte care tAa^] 



48 



PASTON LETTEBS. 



to have and to hold to him (^for the) term of 
his life, without impeachment of waste, the re- 
mainder thereof to me said John and Elizaheth 
and to his heirs male of her body lawfully 
begotten, without impeachment of waste, 
within twelve days after the said wedding. 

And over that, within the said twelve days 
the said John shall do (cause) lawful estate to 
be made to the said William of lands, tene- 
ments, rents, and services to the yearly value 
of forty marks (26/. 13«. id.) over all cluurges 
home, to have and hold to me said William 
(^/or) term of his life, without impeachment 
of waste, the remainder thereof to the said 
Elizabeth, to have and hold to her (for) term 
of her life, without impeachment of waste. 

Also it is accorded that the said William 
shall make estate of all the residue of his 
lands which he is seized of, or any other man 



to his use, to such persons as the said John 
shall name, to the use of the said John. 

Also the said John Clopton shall do (cause) 
lawful estate to be made to the said Elizabe^ 
of lands, tenements, rents, and services to the 
yearly value of 30/. over all charges borne, to 
have and hold to her during the life of the 
said William. 

And moreover the said John promytteth 
(prwniseth) and ensureth by the faith of his 
body that he shall leave, over the 40/. worth 
(of) land abovesaid, to his heirs and issue 
male of the body of the said Elizabeth begot- 
ten, lands in fee simple or in tail to the yearly 
value of forty marks (26/. ISs, 4d.) in case 
the same male issue be governed to the said 
John as the son oweth [ought] to be to the 
father.^ And, &c. 

About 1454. 32H.VI. 



LETTER LXII.— (XLVIII. vol. iii. p. 201.) 

The contents of this letter show my Lord Scales to be a gentleman and a man of honour, it betrays nothing 
of tile tyranny of an ancient baron» but breathes the sentiments of a friend. At the bottom, in a hand of 
the time, is written,—" Li't. &e mich. xxxi^o." So that it fixes it to the 38id of Henry VI. 

To my right well-beloved friend John Paston, Esq. 



Right trusty and well-beloved friend, I greet 
you well ; and forasmuch as I have under- 
stood that ye have do take (caused to be taken) 
a distress of certain beasts upon certain land, 
which I stand infeoffed in, in the town [town- 
ship] of Palgrave,* for what cause I know not; 
wherefore I pray you that ye will make de- 
liverance again of the said beasts, and if any- 
thing ye can ask be duty of right, set a day, 
and let your evidences and right be showed, 



Walsingham, Friday, 17 May, 
1454. 32 H. IV. 



a 



and I shall assign counsel of mine to be there 
to see it; and all that reason or law will I will 
be right glad ye have ; and otherwise, I trow, 
ye would not desire : and if ye will do this, 
I will be well paid (satisfied) ; and else ye 
will constrain me to purvey otherwise, as law 
may guide me. Our Lord have you in govern- 
ance. Written at Walsingham, the 17th day 
of May. 

Your Friend, The Lord Scales.* 




C(X 



Ci^ 




1 The concluding part of the settlement ought 
not to escape our observation, where the forty 
marks x>er annum settled on the issue male is to de- 
pend upon the good behaviour of such issue to the 
father. 



3 Palgrave by Swaflham, where J. Paston had ''' 
manor. 

3 Thomas Lord Scales, whose dau«;hter and heir 
afterwards married Sir Anthony Widvilhi. — The 
letter is written by his secretary. 
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ETTER LXIII.— (XVII. vol. i. p. 77.) 



[This letter is from William Botener, or 
Worcester [see Letter Ixxxii.], a retainer of 
Sir John Fastolf s, to John Paston, and con- 



tains merely the news of the day, political 
and private occurrences of no general interest 
at the present time.] 



LETTER LXIV.— (XUX. vol. iii. p. 203.) 

We find about this time several alliances prox>08ed to the family for their daughter Elizabeth, none of which 
as yet took nlace. This of Scroope seems to have been approved, not only by the young lady herself, but 
likewise by ber mother and friends, though conditionally that a better could* not be obtained. She after- 
wards married Robert Poynin^, &c. [" So yt his londe stande cleer" — this seems to have been the one 
thing needfixl in all the negotiations for marriage.] 

To John Paston be this letter delivered. 



Son, I greet you well, with God's blessing 
and mine, and I let you weet that my cousin 
Clere writted (wrote') to me that she spake 
with Scroope after that he had been with me 
at Norwich, and told her what cheer that I 
had made him ; and he said \o her he liked 
well by the cheer that I made him. 

He had such words to my cousin Clere, 
that, less than (unless) ye made him good 
cheer and gave him words of comfort at Lon- 
don, he would no more speak of the matter. 

My cousin Clere thinketh that it were a 
folly to forsake him less than ye know of one 
other as good or better ; and I have assayed 
your sister, and I found her never so willing 
to none as she is to him; if it be so that his 
land stand clear. 

I sent you a letter by Brawnton for silk, 
and for this matter before my cousin Clere 
wrote to me, the which was written on the 
Wednesday next after Midsummer Day. 

Sir Harry Inglose is right busy about 
Scroope for one of his daughters. 



I pray you forget not to bring me my money 
from Orwellberry, as ye come from Lon- 
don, either all or a great part ; the due debt 
was at Christmas last past, nothing allowed, 
7/. lis, Sd, and at this Midsummer it is 5/. 
more ; and though I allow him all his asking, 
it is but 1/. 6s. 6d, less, but I am not so ad- 
vised yet. As for the friar, he hath been at 
Saint Benet's, and at Norwich, and made 
great boast of the suit that he hath against 
me, and bought many boxes, to what intent 
I weet never; it is well done to beware at 
London, in dread if he bring any syse (writ of 
assize) at St. Margaret's (20/A Juitf) time. 

I can no more, but Almighty God be our 
good Lord, who have you ever in keeping. 
Written at Oxnead in great haste, on the 
Saturday next after Midsummer. 

By your mother, 

Agnes Paston. 
Oxnead, Satunlay, 29th of June. 
1454. 32 II. VI. 



LETTER LXV.— (L. vol. iii. p. 205.) 

In several letters we have seen Agnes Paston in the character of an active woman, attentive to her children, 
and her own private affairs, but in this she appears to no great advantage as a mother, her treatment 
of a daughter, now a womau, seems harsh and unseemly, even for the age in which it happened, though 
then the parental authority was carried to very different lengths to what it is in these days. We have before 
seen in the articles under which the Earl of Warwick took charge of the king's person, that he required, 
and had granted, a power to chastise his royal pupil. This same lady, in her directions to Master Greenfield 
(in letter cvii.), prays him to belash her son Clement well, " if he hath not done well, nor will not amend.'* 
These manners of the age therefore being considered, we shall be the less surprised at this now seemingly 
severe behanour towards her daughter. Elizabeth Clere's reflections upon it do her credit, and assure us 
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that she thought the young lady's treatment Arom her mother very improper, as tending to force her into 
measures which might occasion much uneasiness to her family and friends. 

To my cousin, John Paston, be this ktter delivered. 



Tbusty and well-beloved cousin, I commend 
me to you, desiring to liear of your welfare 
and good speed in your matters, the which I 
pray Godsend you to his plesaunce (jplecisure) 
and to your heart's ease. 

Cousin, I let you weet that Scroope^ hath 
been in this country to see my cousin your 
sister, and he hath spoken witii my cousin 
your mother, and she desireth of him that he 
should show you the indentures made between 
llie knight that hath his daughter and him, 
whether that Scroope, if he were married and 
fortuned to have children, if those children 
should inherit his land, or his daughter, the 
which is married. 

Cousin, for this cause take good heed to his 
indentures, for he is glad to show you them, 
or whom ye will assign with you; and he 
saitii to me he is the last in the tayle (entail) 
of his livelihood the which is three hundred 
and fifty marks (233/. 6«. %d.) and better, as 
Watikin >Shipdam saith, for he hath taken a 
compt (an account) of his livelihood divers 
times; and Scroope saith to me if he be 
married and have a son and heir, his daughter 
that is married shall have of his livelihood fifty 
marks (33/. 6«. 8</.) and no more ; and there- 
fore, cousin, meseemeth he woe good for my 
cousin your sister with that (without that) ye 
might get her a better ; and if ye can get a 
better I would advise you to labour it in as 
short time as ye may goodly, for she was never 
in so great sorrow as she is now-a-days, for she 
may not speak with no man, whosoever come, 
ne not (neither) may see nor speak with my 
man, nor with servants of her mother's, but 
that she beareth her an hand otherwise than she 
meaneth ; and she hath since Easter the most 
part been beaten once in the week or twice, 
and sometimes twice on a day, and her head 
broken in two or three places. Wherefore, 
cousin, she hath sent to me by Fryar Newton 
in great counsel, and prayefh me that I 
would send to you a letter of her heaviness, 

1 There was a noble family of this name at this 
time, but whether the gentleman here mentioned 
was a branch of it or not, does not appear. He was 
probably the sou of Millicent, the wife of Sir John 



and pray you to be her good brother, as her 
trust is in you ; and she saiili if ye may see 
by his evidences that his children and hers 
may inherit, and she to have reasonable join- 
ture, she ha^ heard so much of bis birth and 
his conditions, that and (if) ye will she will 
have him, whether that her mother will 
or will not, notwithstanding it is told her 
his person is simple (plain), for she saitfa 
men shall have the more dainty [deyutel* of 
her, if she rule her to him as she ought to do. 
Cousin, it is told me there is a goodly man 
in your inn, of the which the father died 
lately, and if ye think that he were better for 
her than Scroope, it would be laboured, and 
give Scroope a goodly answer, that he be not 
put off till ye be sure of a better; for he said 
when he was with me but if (unless) he have 
some comfortable answer of you he will no 
more labour in this matter, because he might 
not see my cousin your sister, and he saith he 
might have seen her and she had been better 
than she is ; and that causeth him to deem 
that her mother was not well willing ; and so 
have I sent my cousin your mother word ; 
wherefore, cousin, think on this matter, for 
sorrow oftentime causeth women to beset them 
otherwise than they should do, and if she were 
in tliat case, I wot well ye would be sorry : 
cousin, I pray you bum this letter, that your 
men nor none other men see it; for and (if) 
my cousin your mother knew that I had sent 
you this letter, she should never love me. No 
more I write to you at this time, but Holy 
Ghost have you in keeping. Written in 
haste, on Saint Peter's day, by candle light. 
By your cousin, 

Elizabeth Clere.* 

June. 1454. 32 f ^ / / 

H. VI 






3 [Fenn translates "dainty," but this does not seem 
the right word. We know of no authority he has 
for such a translation. The word is more probabl^r 
intended for duty, i. «. think her the more dutiful.] t 

3 Elizabeth Clere was the daughter and heir of 
Thomaa U'vedale, Esq. of Tacolneston, in Norfolk, 
and now the widow of Uobert Clere, of Ormesby, 
£eq. She died in 1492. 
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LETTER LXVL— (Ll.vol.iii. p. 211.) 

The ward here mentioned, I should suppose, was Thomas Fastolf of Ipswich, of whom Sir John Fastolf (in 
his letter to J. Pastpn, dated 11th of November, 1454) so much wished to have obtained the guardianship. 
Tliis transaction might have happened previously to Sir John's letter in June, 1454, or in the December foi> 
lowing in the same year, as Saint John Baptist's day is in the former, Saint John Evangelist's day in the latter 
month, but the exact date is immaterial. [It is, however, probably December 26, as that was the Saturday 
preceding Saint John the Evangelist in 1494.] The letter presents us with a curious instance of the methods 
used to obtain and secure the persons of minors, and shows us the warlike manner in which those travelled, 
who supposed they should meet with any resistance. The taking of a child like the ward with them, when 
most probably the real ward was conveyed another way, was an ingenious artifice to deceive those who 
might lay in wait to attack them, and endeavour to get possession of his person. 

Unto my right worshijiful master Pcuton be this bill delivered in haste. 



Right trugty and well-beloved master, I re- 
commend me unto you, desiring to hear of 
your good prospoity and welfare; and as 
touching for Sir Philip Wentford, ^ he rode 
unto London ward upon Saint John's day, 
and on the evening afore he sent to my master 
for to have some of his men for to ride with 
him to Colchester, and for because he should 
not have no suspicion to me, I rode myself 
and a fellow wim me; and he rode with an 
hundred horse with jackets' and salets^, and 
rusty haubergeons;^ and there rode with 
him Guybon of Debenham, and Timperley, 
and all ^e fellowship that they could make ; 
and Guybon said that he would indict as 
many as he could undostand that were of the 
other party ; and Long Bernard was there also, 
and he meide Sir Philip Wentford to turn 
again, and made every man to bend their 
bows and alight down off their horse, for to 

> Thouffh this name is here written Wentford, I 
rather believe it means Sir Philip Wentworth, of 
Nettlested, in Suffolk, who married Mary, the daugh- 
ter of Lord Cli£Ebrd. 

3 The jack or jacket, was a military vestment, 
calculated for the defence of the body, composed of 
linen stuffed with cotton, wool, or hair quilted, and 
commonly covered with leather. 

3 A salet was a light helmet of various consbuc- 
tion. 

* The haubergeon was a coat comrosed either of 
plate or chain-mail widiout sleeves. For a taOiN ac- 
count and view of these the reader is referred to Mr. 
Grose's accurate ' Treatise on Ancient Armour and 
Weapons.' Quarto, 1785. 



weet and (t/*) any man would come against 
them ; and he said how he diould not let his 
way neither for Sir John Fastolf, nor for Pas* 
ton, nor for none of them all. 

And as for the ward he was not tbere, but 
there was had another child like him, and he 
rode next him, and when that he was two 
miles beyond Colchester, he sent him home 
again with a certain meny (fellowship) ; and 
Sir Philip Wentford, and Guybon of Deben- 
ham, and Timperley, and Bernard, they took 
a man of Stratford, a sowter (a shoetnaker), 
and his name is Pearson, and they inquired 
him of every man's name of the other party ; 
and he told them as many as he could ; and 
they bade him inquire further for to know all ; 
for they desired of him for to inquire as far 
as he could, and he should have well for his 
labour. No more to you at this time, but the 
Holy Ghost have you in his keeping. Written 
at Hadley, the Saturday after Saint John's 
day, and I beseech you heartily recommend 
me to my master Alblaster. 
By yoiu* man, 



R. DOLLAY.* 



Hadley, in Suffolk, 
Saturday, 29th of June, 
or 28th of December, 1494. 
32 or 38 H. VI. 



^ R. Dollay seems to have been a servant belonging 
to some one of the party opposed to J. Paston, in J. 
Paston's interest. 



^n. 
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LETTER LXVII.— (LII. vol. iii. p. 215.) 

Edmund succeeded his grandfather, Reguiald Lord Grey, of Kuthyn, in 1441. In 1464 he was appointed 
Lord Treasurer to Edward IV. and the next year created Earl of Kent. He died in 1489. The buony of 
Rttthyn is now in the Earl of Sussex. [It is now. 1840, vested in the Baroness Grey de Ruthyn, married to 
the Marquis of Hastings.] These letters discover to us the great attention paid by families to the proper 
disposition of the female branches in suitable and advantageous marriages. [Butm this case a subsequent 
letter shows Lord Grey was only labouring for his own private interest ; and the following letter fh>m 
J. Pftston seems not to place any great degree of confidence in him.] 



To my trusty and wellrbeloved John 

Trusty and well-beloved friend, I commend 
me to you, certifying you that and (if) your 
sister be not yet married, I trust to God I know 
that where she may be married to a gentleman 
of 300 marks (200/.) of livelihood, the which 
is a great gentleman bom, and of good blood, 
and if ye think that I shall labour any 
farther therein, I pray you send me word by 
the bringer of this letter, for I have spoken 



Paston, Enquire J be this letter delivered, 

with the parties, and they have granted me 
that they will proceed no farther therein till 
I speak with them again, and therefore I pray 
you send me word in haste how that ye will 
be disposed therein, and God have yoa in his 
keeping. Written at Ampthill, the 11th day 
of July last past. 

By Edmond Grey, 
Lord of HastingSy Waiford, and Ruthyn, 



Am 
Tim: 
of Juh 

32 



mpthiU, /\Al 

rsday.Uth f |(jp 

Illy, 1464. L f ^ 

2 H. VI. JV,— 






it 



N.B. At the bottom of this letter, in tlie hand-writing of John Paston« b the following memorandum :— • 
Ub'at. p'. war. Aleyn Valett'. dci dni xiuj. July AP, xxxijo. H. VI." 



LETTER LXVIIL— (LIII. vol. iii. p. 217.) 

The following is transcribed fh>m a copy of the original letter (in J. Paston's own hand) which he had sent to 
. Lord Grey ; it was preserved with the preceding one of his lordshin to J. Faston. He shows himself in 
this letter not only a kind brother, but one who was attentive to his sister's welfare, for though this 
alliance came recommended by a nobleman, who assured him that the gentleman proposed was uot only 
well bom but had an handsome livelihood, yet he would give no positive answer till he knew for whom the 
amplication was made, and in what county his estate was situated. This letter, being only a copy, has no 
concluding subscription. 

The Lord Grey. 



Right worshipful and my right good lord, 
I recommend me to your good lordship, and 
whereas it pleased your lordship to direct 
your letter to me for a marriage for my poor 
sister to a gentleman of your knowledge of 
300 marks (200/.) livelihood, in case she 
were not married; wherefore I am greatly 
bound to do your lordship service ; for sooth, 
my lord, she is not married, nor insured to 
no man ; there is and hath been divers times 
and late, communication of such marriages 
with divers gentlemen not determined as yet, 
and whether the gentleman that your lordship 



meaneth of be one of them or nay I doubt ; 
and whereas your said letter specifieth that I 
should send you word whether I thought you 
should labour farther in the matter or nay. 
In that my lord I dare not presimie to write 
so to you without I knew the gentleman's 
name; notwithstanding, my lord, I shall 
take upon me, with the advice of other of 
her friends, that she shall neither be married 
nor insured to no creature, nor farther proceed 
in no such matter, before the feast of the 
Assumption of our Lady {\bth of August,^ 
next coming^ during which time your lord- 
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ship may send me, if it please you, certain 
information of tbe said gentleman's name, 
and of the place and country where his 
livelihood lieth, and whether he hath any 
children; and after I shall demean me in 
the matter as your lordship shall be pleased ; 
for in good faith, my lord, it were to me 
great joy that my said poor sister were, 
according to her poor degree, married by 



your advice, trusting then that ye would be 
her good lord. 

Right worshipful and my right good lord, 
I beseech Almighty God to have you in his 
keeping. Written at Norwich, the 15th day 
of July. 

Norwich, Monday, 15th of July, 
1454. 32H. VI. 



LETTER LXIX.— (UV. vol. iii. p. 221.) 

By the conversation that had passed betweeu my Lord Grey and Billing, we find that his lordship hod his 
own interest in view in the match he had proposed to John Paston for his sister, but ou finding; tliat his 
ward was not willing to give up to him the lady^s fortune, he would proceed no farther in the proposal. 
Some part of this account, however, appears obscure. 

To my right worshipful brother, John Paston, be this delivered. 

than he said himself he should ado (have 
done'). 

He told me he should make an end be- 
twixt Scroop^ and my sister while he is in 
Norfolk ; many would it should not prove, 
for they say it is an unlikely marriage. 

In case Cressener^ be talked of any more, 
he is counted a gentlemanly man and a 
worshipful, ye know who is most worshipful 
better than I ; at the reverence of God draw 
to some conclusion, it is time. 

My Lord Chancellor^ come not here, 
since I came to London, neither my Lord of 
York.« 

My Lord of Canterbury ^ hath received 



Right worshipful brother, I recommend me 
to you, desiring to hear of your welfare. 
Billing ^ the seijeant hath been in his coun- 
try, and he came to London this week ; he 
sent for me and asked me how I fared ; I 
told him here is pestilence ; and said I fared 
the better {that) he was in good hele (health) 
for it was noised that he was dead ; a toke 
{he took) me to him, and asked how my 
sister did, and I answered well, never better ; 
he said he was with the Lord Grey, and they 
talked of a gentleman which is ward to my 
lord : I remember he said it was Harry Grey 
that they talked of; and my lord said, " I 
was busy within this few days to a maryd 
(have married) him to a gentlewoman in 
Norfolk, that shall have 400 marks (266/. 
13«. id,) to her marriage, and now he will 
not he (qf buy^) me, for 400 marks would 
do me ease, and now he would have his 
marriage money himself, and therefore, quoth 
he, he shall marry himself for me." 

These words had my lord to Billing, as he 
told me, he understood that my lord laboured 
for his own avail ; and counselled to bid her 
be wise; and I thanked him for his good 
counsel. 

I sent you an answer of your letter of Sir 
John Fastolfs coming home as he told me 
himself, nevertheless he bode (staid) longer 

^ Thomas Billing was made a Serjeant in 1453, 
and about 1469 was appointed Chief Justice of the 
Kino's Bench. 

'-* [Perhaps be me tot he with me— agree with me.] 



^ Scroope was a widower, and most probably 
much older than the lady, and therefore it is spoken 
of as an unlikely (disproportioned) marriage. Ho 
was the son-in-law of Sir John Fastolf . 

* Who Cressener was I cannot discover. 

^ Richard Nevile, Earl of Salisbury, was appointed 
chancellor in April, 1454. 

* This must be either Richard Plantagenet, Duke 
of York, or William Booth, who was translated to 
the province of York in 1452, firom Coventry and 
Litchfield. 

' Thomas Bourchier was elected by the convent 
to the archiepiecopal see of Canterbury in April, 
1454, Arom the see of Ely. He lived fifty-one years 
after his first consecration, dying in 1486, after he 
had been archbishop thirty-two years. No English- 
man ever continued so long a bishop, nor has any 
archbishop either before or since his time enjoyed 
tliis dignity so many years. [The present Arch- 
bishop of York already nearly equals this. He 
was consecrated in 1791, forty-nine years, and has 
been archbishop since 1807, thirty-three years. 
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his cross, and I was with him in the king's 
chamber when he made his homage ; I told 
Harry Wilton the demeaning betwixt the 
king and him, it were teo long to write. 

As for the priest that did arrest me, I 
cannot understand that it is the priest that 
ye mean. 

Here is great pestilence ;^ I purpose to flee 
into the country. My Lord of Oxford* it 
come again fro the sea, and he hath gotten 
him little thank in this country ; much more 
thing I would write to you, but I lack leisure. 



Harry Wilton saw the king. My Lord of 
£lys hath done his few the (faith orfeaify), 
God have you in his blessed keeping. 

Written at London, on the Friday before 
our Lady Vday * the nativity, in great haste. 
I pray recommend me to my sister and to 
my cousin Clere. 

By your brother, 

William Pabton.* 

London, Friday, 6th of September. 
1454. 33H.VI. 



LETTER LXX.— (LV. vol. iii. p. 225.)^ 

On the back of this letter, in an ancient hand, is written as follows :— " Sr Jo. Fastolf willing to have maried 
T. Fastolf to one of the daughters of Jo. Pkiston if he had obteyned the wardship^ of hym." This Thomas 
Fastolf api>cars by the pemgrees of the &mlly to have been ttie son and heur of Nicholas Fastolf of 
ItMwicli, by Elisabeth, daugmer and co-heir of Sir John Braham, Knt., and cousin to Sir John Fastolf. 
He was at this time about ten years old, as appears by a subsequent letter, where his mother complains 
of those who had obtained the wardship of him, endeavouring to make him younger than he was, that 
they might keep longer possession of his livelihood. In 1465 she says he was above twenty-one years old. 
This is a very curious letter, as it affords us atme representation of the address mad e use of to get possession 
of a minor, not only that the management of his estate might be in the hands of the guardian, but likewise 
the power of manying him to whom, and on what terms, he pleased. In this case the match proposed 
seems to have been a proper one if the young people, whose inclinations were never consulted on these 
occasions, happened to ajpprove of each other; if they did not, they were both perhaps rendered miserable 
during their lives. This power of marrying the ward, when under the direction of a covetous or bad 
guardian, was often most shamefully abused ; and, tyrannical as it was, it continued in fbrce till the reign 
of Charles II. I should suppose that Sir J. Fastolf did not accomplish his purpose, both firom what the 
mother of the young man complains of in the letter above alluded to, and from no marriage taking place 
between him and a cUuighter of J. Fasten. . 



To the worthipful and my right 

Worshipful and right well-beloved cousin, 
I commend me to you ; like you to weet ^at 
I have received a letter at this time from 
John Booking^ with a copy of the patent 
concerning the wardship that ye wote of, by 
which I understand that ye have both wrought 
and holpen, by your great wisdom, to bring 
this matter about which I desired your friend- 
ship and good advice for, the surety of the 
said ward ; and for expedition of which I 
thank you right heartily, and pray you to 
continue forth your good labours in the same, 
in such wise as it may be made sure in all 
wise, though it cost me the more of my 
good. 

And whereas it is remembered me by the 
said letters that I should labour to get the 

* I do not find this year marked as a year of 
pestilence by our historians. 

< John de Vera Earl of Oxfbrd, beheaded in 
UCl. 



well-beloved cousin, John Paaton, 

said ward into my governance, truly I can- 
not see how I could do it to be done, for I 
have none acquaintance in that country that 
I could trust to, without the sheriff might be 
my tender friend in this cause, or other such 
as ye think best; wherefore I pray you heartily 
to take tiiis matter tenderly to heart, and that 
ye like (to) seek a mean of such frioads as ye 
can best advise, and may verily trust upon, 
to guide this matter in such wise as mine in- 
tent might be sped for the possession of it; 
for now that I have gone so &r in the matter, 



^ William Gray, a man of noble birth and great 
learning : he continued bishop of Ely till 1478, 
when he died at Downham in Norfolk, and was 
buried in his own cathedral. 

* 8th of September. 

fi WilUain Fiaston was the fourth son of Sir 
William Fsston. the judge ; and having been asteady 
Lancastrian, had a pavdion iior all treasons, &c., 
under the Great Seal, dated 16th of July. 1466. 8 
E. IV. 
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I would not it failed for no good, but (that) 
it px>Ted well and took to a good conclusion. 
And whereas I have undexstood lately, by 
certain well-willers to you ward, whidi have 
moved me, that in case the said ward might 
be had that ye desire an alliance should take 
atwixt a daughter of yours and the said ward ; 
of which motion I was right glad to hear of, 
and will be right well willing and helping 
that your blood and mine might increase in 
alliances ; and if it please you that by your 
wisdom and good conduct that ye would 
help bear out this matter substantially against 
my party contrary and evil-willers that I 
might have mine intent, I ensure you ye and 
I should appoint and accord in such wise as 
ye should hold you right well pleased both 
for the increasing of your lineage and also of 
mine; and I pray you beware whom ye 
make of your counsel and mine in this mat- 
ter, and that it may be well bore out ere ye 
come thence, and in a sure way ; and if I had 



known rather {earlier) of your intent, it 
should have cost me more of my good before 
this to have come to a good conclusion, 
which I promise yet shall be and {if) the 
matter take, by the faith of my body. 

Worshipful and right well-beloved cousin, 
I pray God speed you in this matter, and 
send you your good desires. Written at 
Caister, the 11th day of November, in the 
33d year of King Henry VI. 

Your cousin, John Fastolf. 
Caister, 
Monday. 11 Nov. 1454. 33 H. VI. 

Item,^ cousin I pray you when ye see time, 
that my Lord of Canterbury,* and my Lord 
Cromwell* may be spoken with for the goods 
of my Lord Bedford, being in divers men's 
faSEinds, be compelled to be brought in, as ye 
'shall see more along {at large) of this matter, 
with the writings that I have made mention 
{of) and left with John Booking and William 
Barker. 



LETTER LXXL— (LVI. vol. iii. p. 231.) 

On the back of the letter is written in an ancient hand. "The said Jo. Paston allyed to S^ Jo. Fastolf by his 
wiiSe, vidz. Mrgaiett Mauteby, p'ut patt. infra." We have in this letter an instance of the desire of acquiring 
the wardship of rich minors, in order to make advantageous marriages for the families of those who were so 
fortunate as to obtain the cave of them. Who the ward was is not here mentioned, but the young lady alluded 
to, and whom T. Howys, in pleasantry, I suppose, used to call his wife, must have been either Anne or 
Margery, daughters of J. Paston, the elder or whom could not have been at this time more than ten years old. 
(There is little doubt but that the ward was the J. Fastolf m«itioned in preceding letter. Thomas Howys 
was an agent for Sir J. Fastolf and the present letter is dated flx>m Caister. See letter xxix. p. 20.] 

To the worshipful Sir, and my good master , John Paston, at London, in haste, 

him ; and, Sir, my master was glad when he 
heard that mean, considering that your 
daughter is descended of him by the mother's 
side ; and, Sir, I have inquired after the said 
child, and no doubt of but he is likely and of 
great wit, as I hear by report of sundry per- 
sfHis ; and it is so, as I am credibly informed, 
that Jeffrey Boleyn* maketh great labour for 
marriage of the said child to one of his 
daughters ; I would well to him, but better to 
you ; wherefore that ye diligently labour for 
expedition of this matter, that in case ye can 



Worshipful and reverend Sir, and my good 
master, I recommend me to you in as 
diligent wise as on my part appertaineth, 
and please you to weet that my master was 
right well pleased with your faithful labour 
in fulfilling the patent for the ward of A. B. C. 
and he will faithfully labour as ye have ad- 
vised him by writing of John Bocking ; and 
(to) put my master in more courage, I moved 
to him upon mine head, that in case be the 
child were wise, that then it were a good mar- 
riage between my wife your daughter and 

1 This relates to tiie money due.to Sir John Fastolf 
fhim the Duke of Bedford, as his share of the ransom 
paid by flie Duke of Alen^n, who was taken prisoner 
at the batOe of Veraeuil in 1484. See Letter xcL 
p. 70, andtiie notes ttieralo. 

3 Thomas Booiehier was elected flrom the see of 
Ely to the archiepisoopal dignity in April this year. 



* Henry Lord Cromwell. 

* Sir Jeffirey Boleyn was Lord Mayor of London in 
1457, and at this time had two daughters, Isabel, 
afterwards nuurried to WilUam Cheyney, Esq. and 
Anne, afterwards the wife of Sir Henry Heydon, of 
Baconsthorpe, Knt. This JefiTrey was great grandfa- 
ther to Queen Anne Boleyn, the Queen of Henry VIII. 
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find any mean there to have the said child, 
and we shall do faithfully our diligence in 
like wise here, as ye advise us, &c. 

And, Sir, as ye think with advice of my 
master, Yelverton, Jeimey, and others my 
master^s counsel therein, that the sheriff 
may be rewarded,^ and if my said master^s 
counsel think it be to (be) done, that then 
ye like to take an action'^ upon an atteint, 
which ye must with them take upon you at this 
time in my master's absence, for as ye do iti 



that matter he will hold him content, for 
William Barker hath an instruction of my 
master 8 intent upon the same. And I send 
John Barker a copy of the panel, which I 
showed you at Caister, &c. 

Almighty Jesu have you eternally in his 
merciful governance. Written at Caister the 
Wednesday next after Saint Martin, anno 33 
(H. VI.) Thomas Howys. 

Caister, Wednesday, 13 Nov. 1454> 
33 H. VI. 



LETTER LXXII.— (XVII. vol. i. p. 81.) 

This short, though curious letter, conveys to us a very particular account of the king's disorder from him* 
self ; he mentions his total loss of memory, which, nrom the circumstances here related, appears to have 
commenced about October 1453. and to have continued till Christmas, 1454. From this letter, likewise, we 
may form a true judgment of this king's character and dispontion as to charity, devotion, and meekness. 

To my well-beloved cousin, John Paston, be this delivered. 



Right well-beloved cousin, I recommended 
me to you, letting you weet such tidings as 
we have. 

Blessed be God, the king is well amended, 
and hath been since Christmas Day ; and on 
Saint John's day commanded his almoner to 
ride to Canterbury with his ofiering, and com- 
manded the secretary to offer at Saint Edward's. 

And on the Monday afternoon the Queen 
came to him, and brought my Lord Prince' 
with her, and then he asked what the prince's 
name was, and the queen told him Edward; 
and then he held up his hands, and thanked 
God thereof. 

And he said he never knew him till that 
time ; nor wist not what was said to him, nor 
wist not where he had been, whilst he hath 
been sick till now ; and he asked who were 
godfathers, and the queen told him, and 
he was well apaid (content). 

And she told him that the cardinal^ was 
dead ; and he said, he knew never thereof till 
that time ; and he said, one of the wisest lords 
in this land was dead. 

1 [This word seems here to be used ironically. 
The nature of the affidr does not appear, but it 
evidently had no reference to the wardship.] 

3 An action of attaint lies, after judgment, against 
a jury that hath given a false verdict in any Court of 
Record, if the debt or damages arc above 405. 

* Prince Edward was bom at Westminster, in Oc - 
tober, 1453. 32 H. VI. 

* John Kemp, Archbishop of Canterbury, Car- 
dinal, &c. died on the 28nd of March, 1453. 

« WiUSam de Wainfleet, Lord Bishop of Winchester. 



And my Lord of Winchester* and my lord 
of Saint John's' were with him on the morrow 
after Twelfthday, and he spake to them as well 
as ever he did; and when they came out 
they wept for joy. 

And he saim he is in charity with all the 
the world, and so he would all the lords were. 

And now he saith matins of Our Lady, and 
evensong, and heareth his mass devoutly. 

And Richard shall tell you more tidings by 
mouth. 

I pray you recommend me to my Lady 
Morley, and to Master Prior, and to my 
Lady Felbrigg, and to my Lady Hevening- 
ham, and to my cousin your mother, and to 
my cousin your wife. 

Written at Greenwich ,7 on Thursday aftei 
twelfthday. By your cousin, 

Edmund Clere. 



Greenwich, 
Thursday, 10th of 
January, 1454. 
33 H. VL 



ms 



« Robert Botill, Lord Prior of St. John's of Jerusa- 
lem, in Middlesex. 

' Greenwich was at this time the residence of the 
court, in which Edmund Clere, the writer of this 
letter, had an appointment. He was a younger sou 
of John Clere, by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Philip 
Branch, Knight, and, by the gift of his mother, pos- 
sessed manors and estates in Norfolk and Suf- 
folk. This ancient family was seated at Ormsby in 
Norfolk. The letter has the impression of a rose 
on the seal. 
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LETTER LXXIII.-.(LVn. vol. iii. p. 233.) 

Though Sir John Fastolf knew the meaning of these scornful words mentioned in this letter, wc at this dift- 
tance of time shall find a difficulty in expkdning them. They seem to signify, that Sir Jolm was a gascon» 
(a boaster,^ and that it was necessary to beware of him, as those who eat at hb table were often deceived 
by him to their cost. At the time that this spirited letter was dictated by him and written by his secretary, 
he was nearly eighty years of age ; we sec, however, the youthful ardour of the veteran soldier rekindling 
at the insulting language used in his absence to defame his character. 

To my r^ht trusty and well-beloved cousin, John Paston, in goodly haste. 



Right trusty and well-beloved cousin, I com- 
mend me to you ; and please you to weet that 
I am advertised that at a dinner in Norwich, 
where as ye and other gentlemen were pre- 
sent, that there were certain persons, gentle- 
men, which uttered scornful language of me, 
as in this wise with more, saying, "War the 
gosune, war, and go we to dinner, go we 
where? to Sir John Fastolf s and there we shall 
well pay therefore." What their meaning 
was 1 know well to no good intent to me 
ward ; wherefore, cousin, 1 pray you, as my 
trust is in you, that ye give me knowledge by 
writing what gentlemen they be that had this 



report with more ; and what more gentlemen 
were present^ as ye would I should and (>/) 
were my duty to do for you in semblable (»i- 
milar) wise. And I shall keep your inform- 
ation in this matter secret ; and with God^s 
grace so purvey for them as they shall not all 
be well peased. At such a time a man may 
know his friends and his foes asunder, &c. 

Jesu preserve and keep you, written at 
Caister, the 7th day of February, in the 33rd 
year of King Henry VI. 

John Fastolf, Knight, 

Caister, 
Thursday, 7 Feb. 1454. 33 H. VI. 



LETTER LXXIV.— (LVIII. Vol. iii. p. 237.) 

written, not in the style of a scholar or an 
ecclesiastic, but in the polite manner of a 
man of the world and gentleman.] 



[This letter is from John Martin, abbot 
of St. Benedicts, in the parish of Ludham, 
Norfolk, dated March 17, 1454-55, contain- 
ing an invitation to J. Paston to dinner. 



LETTER LXXV.— (LIX. vol. iii. p. 239.) 

We have often seen Margaret Paston in the character of the attentive, careful, and obedient wife ; we here 
view her as the tender and disconsolate one. Her sorrow for her husband's displeasure at her " simple- 
ness " is expressed in the most artless and affectionate manner ; could he *' here hevyncsse in his hert ayens 
her "after this letter? 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, beseeching you that ye be not dis- 
pleased with me, though my simpleness 
caused you for to be displeased with me ; by 
my trutii it is not my will neither to do nor 
say that should cause you for to be displeased, 
and if I have done (i>), I am sorry thereof, 
and will amend it ; wherefore I beseech you 
to forgive me, and tliat ye bear none heaviness 
in your heart against me, for your displeasure 
should be too heavy to me to endure with. 

I send you the roll that ye sent for, en- 
sealed, by the bringer hereof; it was found in 



your trussing coflTer.^ As for herring, * I 
have bought an horse-load for 49. Qd, I can 
get none eels yet; as for bever* there i« 
promised me some, but I might not get it yet. 

1 [Clothes chest.] 

s These herrings and eels were for their Lent 
provision, and this letter was probably written in 
1454, when the first Sunday in Lent was March 10. 

' \Befoer is generally explained as a meal between 
dinner and supper; the term is still used among 
farming labourers in Kssex for the luncheon between 
breakfast and dinner ; but it cannot be used in any 
such sense here, nor can it be used for beverage'— 
drink.] 
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I gent to Joan Petche to have an answer for 
the windows, for she might not come to me ; 
and she sent me word that she had spoken 
thereof to Thomas Ingham, and he said that 
he should speak with yoa. himself, and he 
should accord with you well enough, and said 
to her it was not her part to desire of him to 
stop the lights ; and also he said it was not 
his part to do it, because the place is his but 
for yean. 



And as for all other errands that ye hare 
conmianded for to be done, they shall be done 
as soon as they may be done. The blessed 
Trinity hav^e you in his keeping. 

Written at Norwich, on the Monday next 
after Saint Edward. 

Yours, 

Margaret Paston. 
Norwich, Monday, 
March, 1454. 83 H. VI. 



LETTER LXX VI.— (XIX. Vol. i. p. 85.) 



his letter appears to have been written by the earl's secretary, and signed in the same hand. " Ric Erie 
Warwyke ; it has no date, but was most probably written before the civil wars openly broke oat between 
the houses of York and Lancaster. It is in the plural style, as we and our, &c. 

To our right trusty and well-beloved Ji^iendy Sir ThomM Todenham.^ 



Right trusty, and well-beloved friend, we 
greet you well, heartily desiring to hear of 
your welfare, which we pray God preserve to 
your hearths desire ; and if it please you to 
hear of our welfare, we were in good health at 
the making of this letter, praying you heartily 
that ye will consider our message, which our 
chaplain. Master Robert Hopton, shall inform 
you of; for, as God knoweth, we have great 
business daily, and have had here before this 
time, wherefore we pray you to consider the 
purchase that we have made with one John 



1 Sir Tliomos Todenham, bom in 1399, was the 
second son of Sir Robert Todenham, but, by the 
death of his older brother, became his heir, and re- 
sided at Oxbursh in Norfolk. Whilst under age, in 
1417, ho married Agnes, daughter of John Wode- 
houso, Esq., and in 1436, after a t\x\l hearing of the 
cause at Lynn, before the Chancellor of Norwich, the 
IMor of Lynn, 8cc., he was divorced firom hex, on 

{iroof, and on her own confession, of adultery ; and 
ittd power to marry again. She had before inis left 
him, and was at the time of her conviction a nun 
proressed, at Crubhouse, in WiggenhaU, in Norfolk. 
The close of his life was still more unlGmrtunate, for 
iu February, 1461, l B. IV. John, Earl of Oxford, 
Aubrey, his son and heir, this Sir Thomas Toden- 
ham, John Clopton, John Montgomery, and William 
Tvrrsl, Bsqrs., were arrested by John Earl of 
Woieeitttr, Constable of Ifagland, am suspicion of 
having noeivsd letters ftom BfaxBant, queen of 
Heniy VI.; and befaig ooBvicted in ooort before 
the said Bail of Woiosster. were all beheaded (ex- 



Swyffhcote (Southeoie)^ Esquire, of Lincoln- 
shire of * 88/. by the year, whereupon we 
must pay the last payment the Monday next 
after St. Martin's Day (IIM of November), 
which sirni is 458/. wherefore we pray you 
with all our heart, that ye will lend us ten 
or twenty pounds, or what the said Master 
Robert wants of his payment, as we may do 
for you in time for to come, and we shall 
send it you again afore New Year's Day 
with the grace of God, as we are a true 
knight.® 



cept Clopton) on Tower Hill, on the 22d of Febru- 
ary, 1461. 

'■* It is to be wished that this letter had mentioned 
the sum already paid, as we could then have exactly 
determined the purchase money for an estate of 88/. 
a-vear in those days. 

• His promise for the repayment of the money at 
the time fixed is by Am knighthood, a sacred promise 
in that age of chivalry. Sir Thomas was a man of 
large property, and rich in money likewise. [Mr. 
Hallam, m his * View of the State of Europe during 
the Middle Ages,' iii. 498, is inclined to think this 
application was one of many addressed by the Earl 
of Warwick to his adhsrents for the purpose of 
raising a considerable sum, and thus ensuring their 
adhesion. But we think theparticularity of the detail 
as to the purpose for which he required it, and the 
promise of so a|»eedy a repayment, is against the 
supposition. The scarcity of coin, upon which we 
have before remarked, seems to us a suflKdent cause, 
without searching deeper.] 
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For there is none in your country that we 
might write to for trust so well as unto you, 
for, as we be informed, ye be our well 
wiUer, and so we pray you of good continu- 
ance. 

Wherefore we pray you that ye consider 
our intent of this money, as ye will tiiat we 
do for you in time io come, as Grod knoweth, 
who have you in his keeping. 

Written at London, on All Soul's day, 



within our lodging in the Grey Friars,^ with- 
in Newgate. 

Richard Eabl of Warwick. 
London, 
2Qd of November, before 
1455. 34H.VI. 

The seal of this letter is of 
red wax, on which is the 
bear and ragged staff, the 
badge of this nobleman, with 
liis motto, the whole very fair 
and curious, and around it is 
a braid of twine. 




LETTER LXXVIL— (XX. vol. i. p. 89.) 

This letter is written by the secretary, and signed by the Earl himself ; it has no date of the year, but was 
certainly written before 1460, for in that year the Earl presented Richard Cheyne to the rectory of Little 
Snoring, which was an appurtenant to the manors, and wnich, when this letter was written, had been lately 
purchased. This and the preceding letter, though they contain nothing curious in themselves, yet deserve 
a place in this collection, as being perhaps the only private letters extant of this nobleman, who, from his 
great power and authority, was called the King Maker ; and from his large possessions and magnificent 
style of living, the great Earl of Warwick. He was the son and heir of Richard Nevile, Earl of Siuisbury, 
and married Anne, daughter of Richard de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, who on the death of Anne 
Countess of Warwick (the only child of her brodier Henry Duke of Warwick) in her infiuicv, became 
heir to the honours and inheritance of her family. Richard, in right of his lady, assumed the title of Earl 
of Warwick, and in 1449 obtained a confirmation of it from Henry VI. In 1460 he succeeded his father as 
Earl of Salisbury, and was killed in the battle of Bamet, on Easter day 1471. (They also incidentally show, 
what we have previously remarked on, the great scarcity of money ; and also the desire, not yet extinct, 
of the aristocracy to add to their landed property, doubtless as a means of extending their influence.] 

To the worshipful and my right trusty friend, John Paston, Esquire. 



Worshipful and my right trusty and well- 
beloved friend, I greet you well, and foras- 
much as I have purchased of the worshipful 
and my well-beloved friend. Prior of Wal- 
singham,* two manors in Little Snoring with 
the appiirtenances in the county of Norfolk, 
which manors be oleped (called) Bowie's and 
Walcote's. 

I desire and heartily pray you that ye 
will show to me, and my feoffees in my name, 
your goodvrill and favour ; so that I may by 
your friendship the more peaceably enjoy 
my aforesaid purchase. 

And moreover I pray you to give ciedence 
in this matter to my well-beloved chaplain 



1 The Earl of Warwick lodged at lus house in the 
Grey Pryers iK^enhe came ko London, by the king's 



deriie, in February, 14M, to meet the lords of me 
oaite party on amicable terms. 
Thomas Hunt was prior from 1437 to 1474. 



Sir John Southwell, bearer of this my 
letter. 

And in the same matter to be my faithful 
friend, as my great trust is in you ; wherein 
ye shall do to me a singular pleasure, and 
cause me to be to you right good lord, which 
some time shall be to you available by the 
grace of God, who preserve you and send 
you welfare. 

Given under my signet at Middleham,^ 
the 23d day of August. 

Richard Earl of I R. Warwick. 



Warwick, 

Middleham, 
23d of August, before 1460. 



88 H. VL 



3 The lordship of Middleham in Yorkshire came 
to the fiimily or Nevile by the marriage of Robert 
de Nevile with Mai^, the daughter and co*lieir of 
Ralph Fitz-Randulph. 
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LETTER LXXVin.— (XXL vol. i. p. 93.) 

hi sletter of the Duke of York, written by his secretary, with his title at the top, and in tlie regal style, was 
most probably sent when he was Protector of the Kini^om in 1454, or 1455. It is sealed on red wax, with 
his own signet, having the arms of France and England quarterly, and a label of three points argent, 
charged with nine torteauxes. The purport of the first part of it is to thank J. Paston for some services 
done by him, in regard to some disputes which the prior and convent of Walsingham had had relative to 
some estates. Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, &c., father of Edward IV. Protector of the Kingdom 
under Henry VI. was slain, when very near the summit of his wishes, the throne, in the battle of Wakefield, 
in December 1460, having been imprudentlv tempted out of his castle of Sandal, by the menaces and 
defiances of Queen Margaret. He married Cecily, daughter of Ralph Nevile, Earl of Westmoreland, and 
sister to Richard Nevile, Earl of Salisbury, father of the Earl of Warwick. 

To our right trusty and well-beloved John Paston, Esquire, 



The Duke of York. 
Right trusty and well beloved, we greet you 
heartily well. And of your benevolence, 
aid, and tender love by you, at the instance 
and at the reverence of us, to our right trusty 
and well-beloved in God, the prior and 
convent of the house of our Lady of Walsing- 
ham, of our patronage, in such matters as 
they had ado^ (business) for certain livelihood 
by them claimed to belong unto the said 
house, favourably and tenderly showed, as 
heartily as we can we thank you. And 
desire and pray you of your good continuance. 

And as far as right, law, and good con- 
science will, to have in favourable recom- 
mendation such persons as {have) been, or 
shall be, committed to take possession and 



seisin, in the name and to the use of our full 
worshipful nephew, the Earl of Warwick, in 
and of the manors and lordships of Bowie's 
and Walcote's, with the appurtenances, in 
Little Snoring, in the county of Norfolk, as 
our great trust is unto you. And God have 
you in his keeping. 

Given under our signet, at our castle of 
Sandal, the 19th day of August. 



Sandal Castle, 
19th of August, 
1454, or 1455, 
32 or 33 H. VI. 




LETTER LXXIX.— (XXir. vol. i. p. 97.) 

I have placed this and the following^ letter together, as they both contain instructions from the nobility for 
returning persons of their nomination as knights of the shire. We have here a true picture of the depend- 
ency of the House of Commons on that of the Ix)rds. Neither of the letters have any date of the year. 
[But, from the names, it clearly refers to the election afterwards noticed by John Jenny (Letter Ixxxiii.). 
The dependence, however, was not so complete as Sir John Fenn asserts, at least in this county, for it 
seems tnat John Howard was strongly objected to, and we know that even in these disturbed times the 
House of Commons occasionally showed great independence, and proved that they were not of the king's 
"menyall s'vaunts.'* In Nov., 1455, the same House of Commoiis insisted on its right of taking part in 
the nomination of a protector, in opposition to the claims of the clergy and nobility, and after ref^ising to 
proceed to any other ousiness till this demand was settled, had the right allowed. (See ' Pictorial History of 
England,' vol. ii. p. 23.)] 

To our right trusty and weU-beloved John Paston, Esq, 



The Duchess of Norfolk. 
Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you 
heartily well ; and forasmuch as it is thought 
right necessary for diverse causes that my 
lord have at this time in the parliament such 
persons as belong unto him, and be of his 

1 [Ado is to do.] 



menial servants; wherein we conceive your 
goodwill and diligence shall be right expe- 
dient ; we heartily desire and pray you that, 
at the contemplation of these our letters, as 
our special trust is in you, ye will give and 
apply your voice unto our right well-beloved 
cousin and servants, John Howard, and Sfr 
Roger Chamberlayn, to be knights of the 
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shire ; exhorting all such others as by your 
wisdom shall now be behoveful, to the good 
exploit and conclusion of the same. 

And in your faithful attendance and true 
devoir in this part ye shall do unto my lord 
and us a singular pleasure, and cause us here- 
after to thank you therefore, as ye shall hold 



you right well content and agreed with the 
grace of God, who have you ever in his keep- 
ing. 

Written at Framlingham Castle, the 8th 
day of June. 

Framlingham Castle, 
8th of June. 



LETTER LXXX.— <XXIII. vol. i. p. 99.) 

The contents of this letter plainly point out to us that the election of the members of the House of Ckimmons, 
even for counties, was in this dist-iut ase influenced by the ^nreat and leading men of the time. We have 
liere the clearest evidence that Richard rlantagenet, Duke of York, and John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, 
at their meeting at Buiy St. Edmund's in Suffolk, determined who should be returned knights of the^shire 
for the county of Norfolk, and sent their instructions accordingly. John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, at this 
time, seems to have been a friend to the Duke of York : this letter therefore, must have been written previous 
to the Duke's professed design upon the throne ; for in that contest the Earl sided with the house of Lan- 
caster, and being taken, was beheaded in 1461, the first year of Edward IV., when he was about 55 years 
old. He married Elizabeth, the daughter and heir of Sir John Howard, knight, who had possessions at 
Winch, in Norfolk. The names of the two candidates to be elected are written on a schedule, or strip of 
paper, which is fastened to the original letter by a piece of wax. [No doubt the influence of great and lead- 
ing men must have had much weight, but this letter goes far to prove that it was effected by agreement and 
compromise among the leading men, and does not greatly militate against the independence of the house. 
Oxford and NorfoUc appear here to have each nominated one, but after the battle or St. Alban's, Norfolk's 
party being predominant, he names both, for we believe Uiis letter should precede that of the Duchess of 
Norfolk just given.] 

To our UKll-beloved John Paston, 



Right well beloved, I greet you well ; and 
as touching for tidings I can none, saving that 
my Lord of Norfolk met with my Lord of 
York at Bury on Thursday, and fliere were 
together till Friday nine of the clock, and then 
they departed ; and there a gentleman of my 
Lord of York took, unto a yeoman of mine, 
John Deye, a token and a sedell (siAedule) of 
my lord's intent whom he would have knights 
of the shire, and I send you a sedell closed 



(schedule enclosed^) of their names in this same 
letter, wherefore me thinketh (iV) well done to 
perform my lord's intent, &c. 

Written the 18th day of October at Winch. 

OXENFORD. 

County of (Sir William Chamberlayn. 
Norfolk, 1 Henry Grey. 

Winch, in Norfolk, 
18th of October, before 1455. 



LETTER LXXXL— (XXIV. vol. i. p. 101.) 

Tke account in this letter refers to the first battle of St. Alban's, which Rapin says was fought on the Slst of 
May, 1455, 33 H. VI., but whidi all our other historians place on the 23rd of May. This letter certainly 
fixes it before the 25th (Whitsunday) ; therefore it was most probably fought on Friday the 23rd. History 
informs us that Humphrey Stafford, Earl of Stafford, and eldest son and heir of the Duke of Buckingham, 
cUed of tile wounds he received in this battte : when this letter therefore was written he was not dead. And 
we are told by our historians that the king lost 5000 or 8U00 men. though Holinshed thinks it should be 
only 800, whereas this letter says only six score : how this prodip;ious difi'erence in numbers can be recon- 
tnled, I own I cannot form any conjecture. [Hume and the ' Pictorial History of England.* say May 22. 
That the statement of the loss is an absurd exaggeration there can be no doubt. The force on either side it seems 
was fjEir ftrom large ; that of the Duke of York, according to Whethamstede, Abbot of St. Alban's, who appears 
to have been present, did not amount to more than 3000 men. Hallam, ' Middle Ages,' says, " surely this 
testimony outweighs a thousand ordinary chroniclers."] 

Unto my worshipful and toell-beloved cousin, John Paston, be this letter delivered in haste, 

tidings as we have here, such three lords 
be dead, the Duke of Somerset,^ the Earl 



Right worshipful and entirely well-beloved 
Sir, I recommend me unto you, desiring 
heartily to hear of your welfare. 
Furthermore letting you weet, as for such 



> Edmund Beaufort Duke of Somerset, &c. ; he was 
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of Northumberland,' and the Lord Clif- 
ford,^ and as for any other men of name, 
I known one, save only Quotton* (Cotton) of 
Cambridgeshire. 

As for any other lords, many of them be 
hurt, and as for Fenyngley he liveth and 
fareth well, as far as I can inquire, &c. 

And as for any great multitude of people 
that there was, as we can tell, there was at 
most slain (x) six score;^ and as for the lords 
that were wim the king, they and their men 
were pilled (plundered) and spoiled out of all 
theii' harness and horses; and as fbr what rule 
we irfiall have yet I weet not^ save only there 
be made new certain officers. 

My Lord of York' Constable of England ; 



my Lord of Warwick* is made Captain of 
Calaii ; my Lord Burgchier^ i» made Trea- 
surer of England; and as yet other tidings 
have I none. 

And as for our sovereign lord, thanked be, 
God he hath no great hami. 

No more to you at this time, but I pray yon 
send you Ais letter to my Mistress Paston 
when ye have seen it ; praying you to remem- 
ber my sister Margaret against the time that 
she shall be made a nun. 

Written at Lamdiith (fMmbefh) on Whit- 
sunday," &c. 

By your cousin, John Cbane. 

Lambeth, 
Whitranday,25th of May, 1455. 33 H. VI. 



LETTER LXXXII.-^(XXV. vol- i. p. 1050 

This letter, written in the begpoining of June, ^ves a plain narrative of the state of affiurs reepeeting both 
parties, immediately after the first battle of St. Alban's, which was fought on the 23rd [SSnd] of May, 1455. 
William Worcester, the son of William de Worcester, and Elizabeth, the daughter of Thomas Botoner, was 
bom at Bristol, about the year 1415, 3 H. V. was educated at Oxford, &c. at the expense of Sir John 
Fastolf, Kt. with whom he afterwards lived at Caister in Norfolk, and to whom he was esquire, historian, 
and executor. He sometimes styled himself William Botoner, and at other times William Botoner, al's 
Worcester. He was a man of great application to learning, vCTsed in various soienoeai and indefktigable in 
the study of the antiquities of this kingdom. He wrote many works, and was alive in 1480. 

To William Worcester be this letter delivered in haste. 



Sir, I recommend me to you, and as for 
tidings ye may inform mine master, that for 
new Siere is none but that he hath knowledge 
of. 

But that the king, the queen and the 
prince, remove to Hertford to-morrow with- 
out fault; my Lord of York* to the Fryers 
at Ware ; my Lord of Warwick" to Hunsdon; 
the Earl of Salisbury* to Rye; and there 
they shall abide to the time ^e parliament 
begins. ^° 

The Duke of Bnckingham^^ is come in. 



some years Regent of Normandy, and in &is battle 
commanded the royal army. 

1 Henry Percy Earl of Northumberland, had been 
a favourite with Henry V., and continued a loyal and 
faithful subject to his son Henry VI. : when slain he 
was about sixty years of age. 

3 Thomas Clifford Lord Clifford. 

3 William Quotton or Cotton, of Landwadc, in 
Cambridgeshire, was vice-chamberlain to Henry VI. 

* In the original letter the x is struck out, and vj 
placed after it in the same line. 



and sworn Ihat he shall be ruled, and draw 
the line with them ; and thereto he and his 
brothers be bound by recognizance in notable 
sums to abide the same. 

The Earl of Wiltshire »* sent to the lords, 
from a place of his called Petersfield, a letter 
desiring to know if he should come and 
abide about the king s person as he did before, 
and if he should not, then that they would 
license him to go into Ireland, and live there 
upon his lands, &c. And before this done, 
the lords were advised to have made him to 



* Bichard Plantagenet, Duke of Tork.J 
^ Richard Nevile, Earl of Warwick. 

' Henry Bourchier, Viscount Bourchier. 

" Whitsunday in 1446 fell on the 25th of May. 

* Bichard Nevile, Eari of Salisbury. 

*<* The parliament was summoned to meet on 
Wednesday, 9th of Jolv, 1495. 

" Humphry Staflford Duke of Buckingham, &c., 
slain at Northampton in 1460. 

13 James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire, son and heir of 
James Butler, Earl of Onnond. 
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do 80 th6 Duke of Buckingham hath done 
and no more; but what that will Ml now 
thereof, no man can tell as yet. 

The Baron of Dudley^ is in the Tower, 
what shall come of him God wot 

The Earl of Dorset^ is in ward with the 
Earl of Warwick. 

It was said, forsooth, that Harper and two 
other of the king's chamber,* were, confede- 
rated to have sticked (stabbed ) the Duke of 
York in the king's chamber, but it was not 
so, for they have cleared them thereof. But 
London upon the same tale arisen, [has risen] 
and every man to harness, on Corpus Christi 
even (6th of June), and much ado there was. 

Sir William Oldhall abideth no longer in 
sanctuary than (tilf) the chief justice come ; 
for (at) that time he shall go at large and 
sue all his matters himself, &c. 

The Baron Dudley hath impeached many 
men; but what they be as yet we cannot 
weet. 

Sir Philip Wentworth was in Ihe field, I 



and bore the king's standard, and cast it 
down and fled ; my Lord of Norfolk^ saith 
he shall be hanged thoefore, and so is he 
worthy : he is in Suffolk now, he dares iu>t 
come about the king. 

Edmund Stendale was with Wenlock there 
in the field, and foully hurt. 

Fylongley' is at home at his own place 
with his wife, and shall do right well, but we 
have a great loss of his absence this term, for 
it will be long ere he come this term, I am 
afraid. 

All the lords that died at the journey 
(battle) are buried at St. Alban's. 

Otluer things be none here, but ye shall 
see by Thomas Scales' letter the rule of the 
Frenchmen, &c. 

God speed us well in our matters this 
term, I pray to God, who have you in his 
keeping, &c. 

W. B. 
London, June, 145&. 
83H.VI. 



LETTER LXXXIIL— (LX. vol. iii. p. 241.) 

This is a true picture of modern electioneering, and such a letter might lie written from any county or town 
in the kingdom during the time that a choice for members was depending. The exact date of this letter 
cannot be ascertained ; John Jenney was member for the city of Norwich m 1452, and again in 1477, but 
if thii letter be addressed to John raston the father, (and I rather think it is,) it must have been written I 
believe about 1455, when Sparliament was summoned to meet in July. John Jenney, indeed, was not then 
retnmed, but that does not signify, as he seems to have doubts whe&er he should be so or not. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Thomas Wetherby, the rich alderman of Norwdch, who had been 
mayor in 14fi7, and 1432, and representative in parliament for that city in 1487, on whose decease, in 1445, 
he mherited the estate at Intwood, in right of his wife. He was afterwards deputy recorder and standing 
counsel for the city, and died in 1497. [We have not altered Fenn's arrangement, though we have 
no doubt that this letter refers to ihe same election as Letters Ixxix. and lux. A parliament was 
summoned to meet on Mardi, 6, 1452-3, and was dissolved Feb. 14, 1453-4. The next parliament met on 
July 9, 1455, and sat till Jan. 14, 1455-6. In Oct. 1454, a new parliament being expected, the Duke of 
Norfolk and Earl of Oxford agree upon two candidates; in June, 1455, the Duchess names both, and in 
this letter it appears the nomination was not agreeable to the freeholders. Jenney himself observes, " sum 
mm holds it xif^t straunge to be in this prlemt, and me thinketh they be wyse men that soo doo," which 
would certainly be the case in a parliament held so immediately after the battle of St. Alban's.] 

To my toorshij(ful master John Paston, Esquire. 



Mt master Paston, I recommend me to you, 
and where(as) ye should be informed that 
I should say to Howard^ that ye laboured 



Sutton, Baron Dudtey. 



' Henry Beaufort, Earl of Dorset, son and heir 
of the late Duke of Somerset. He is here styled 
only Earl of Dorset, though, by the death of his 
father at the battle of St. Aloan's, he was now 
Duke of SoniMwt, &». 

' GnxMosoftiM king's chamber. 

* John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk ; be dM in 
1461. 



to be knight of the shire, I [said never so to 
him ; I told my Lord of Norfolk at London 
that I laboured divers men for Sir Roger 

^ He appears to have been a lawyer, and it seems 
as if he had been wounded in the battle of St. 
Alban's. [Is he not the Fenyngley of the pre- 
ceding letter?] 

^ Howazd was a relation to John Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk, whose character here appears to 
be ^At of a^ man who often talked without con- 
sideration. 
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Ghamberlayn, and they said to me they 
would have him, but not Howard, inasmuch 
as he had no livelihood in the shire nor con- 
versement (acquaintance or interctmrse). And 
I asked them whom they would have, and 
they said they would have you, and thus I 
told him; and he said unadvisedly, as he 
can do full well ; I might not say ye laboured 
therefore, for I heard never say ye laboured 
therefore by the faith I vowed to God. 

As for this writ of the parliament of Norwich, 
I thank you that ye will labour therein ; as 
for my friends there, I trust right well all the 
aldermen except Brown ^ and such as be in 
his danger;* I pray you speak to Walter 
Jeffery* and Harry Wilton,* and make them 



to labour to your intent. I pray you that if 
ye tiiink that it will not be, that it like you 
to say that you move it of yourself, and not 
by my desire. Some men hold it right strange 
to be in this parliament^' and me thinketh 
they be wise men that so do. Written at 
Intwood,* on St. John's day, in haste. 

Your servant, 

John Jenney. 




^ 



Intwood, St. John*s day, 
24th of June, about 1455. 
33H.VI. 



LETTER LXXXIV.— (XX VI. vol. i. p. 109.) '' 

This letter shows us, how the Duke of York's party endeavoured to throw the blame of the battle at St. 
Alban^s upon each other ; and that the parliament accused the Duke of Somerset, Thomas Thorpe, a 
Baron of the Exchequer ,< and William Joseph, Esq., as the cause of it, they having secreted (as it was 
said) from the king a conciliatory letter sent for him by the Duke of York. The unsettled state of the 
nation, and l^e violent commotions of the times, are plainly pointed out. 



Unto my moat faithful brethren, John Booking, 

Worshipful Sir, and my most heartily and 
best-beloved brotiier, I recommend me unto 
you in more lowly wise than I can either 
think or write ; and with all my service and 
and true heart thank you of your gentle 
letters, full brotherly written unto me at 
many times of old, and especial of late 
time passed. And truely, brother, I thank 
Almighty God of your welfare, of the which 
the bearer of this my poor letter certified me 
ef, &c. 

And, Sir, as touching all manner of new 
tidings, I know well ye are avarous (eagerly 
desirous) ; truly the day of making of this 
letter there were none new, but such (a«) I 
heard of ye shall be served withal. 

As for the first, the king, our sovereign 

' Richard Brown was mayor of Norwich in 1454, 
and member for that city in 1460. 

3 This means in his debt, and therefore under his 
influence. 

3 Walter Jeffery was under-sheriff of Norwich in 
1451, 1452, and 1459. 

4 Henry Wilton was returned with J. Jenney, 1477. 

* Thi» must refer to the contests between the 
iMMins of York aod Lancaster. 

* This eitete eame afterwards by purchase to the 
•ad hen it was that, in 1549, Sir Thomas 



and William Worcester, and to either of them, 

lord, and all his tnie lords, stand in health of 
their bodies, but not all at hearts' ease as 
we. 

Amongst other marvel, two days afore the 
writing of this letter there was a language 
between my Lords of Warwick^ and Crom- 
well® afore the king; insomuch as the Lord 
Cromwell would have excused himself of all 
the stirring or moving of the male journey 
[evil day'\^ of St. Alban's; of the which 
excuse making my Lord Warwick had know- 
ledge, and in haste was with the king, and 
swore by his oath, that the Lord Cromwell 
said not truth, but that he was the beginner 
of all that journey at St. Alban's ; and so 
between my said two Lords of Warwick and 
Cromwell there is at this day great grudging, 

Gresham, knieht, founder of the Royal Exchange, 
entertained John Dudley, the great Earl of Warwick, 
when he marched into Norfolk to attack Ket the 
rebel tanner. 

' Richard Nevile, Earl of Warwick. 

* Henry Stanhope, Lord Cromwell. 

[Fenu translates this battle ; but he should have 
said disastrous battle to render the French mat 
journee. Indeed joumie is used precisely like our 
day : we say the glorious day of Waterloo, the dis- 
astrous day at Fontenoy.] 
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insomuch as the Earl of Shrewsbury ^ hath 
lodged him at the hospital of St. James' 
beside the Mews," by the Lord Cromwell's 
desire, for his safeguard. 

And also all my Lord of Warwick's men, 
my Lord of York's men, and also my Lord 
of Salisbury's men, go with harness, and in 
harness, with stnuige weapons; and have 
stuffed their lords* barges full of weapons 
daily unto Westminster. And the day of 
malung of this letter there was a proclamation 
made in the Chancery on the king's behalf, 
that no man should neither bear weapon nor 
wear harness defensible, &c. 

Also the day afore the making of this 
letter there passed a bill both by the king, 
lords, and conunons, putting Thorp, Joseph, 
and my Lord of Somerset in all the default ; 
by the which biU, all manner of actions that 
should grow to any^person or persons, for any 
offences at that journey done, in any manner 
of wise, should be extinct and void, affirming 



all things done there well done ; and nothiiig 
done there never after this time to be spoken 
of; to the which bill many a man grudged 
fuU sore now it is passed. 

And if I might be recommended unto my 
special master and yours, with all lowliness 
and true service, I beseech you heartily as I 
can. 

And also to my brethren Th. Upton, 
Lodowick of Pole, William Lynd Calyn 
(j^ncoln)y and John Marshall. 

No more, but our lord have you both in 
his perpetual keeping. 

Written at London on St. Margarets even 
in haste ; and after this is read and under- 
stood, I pay you bum or break (tear) it, 
for I am loath to write anything of any lord, 
but I must needs, there is nothing else to 
write. Amen. 

Your own Henry Windsor. 

London, Sunday, St. Margaret's day, 
20th of July, 1455. 83 H. VI. 



LETTER LXXXV.— (LXI. vo>. iii. p. 245.) 

On the back of this letter in an ancient hand is written, " The Copie of Thearles of Warr and Salisbur Tre 
whereby appere The Suspected Life of Tudenh'm Heydon and others." The persons here mentioned were 
steady Lancastrians, and 1 supjioee immediately after the battle of St. Alban's, fought in May, applied to 
the "Yorkists for that protection which here seems to have been granted to them. This protection appears, 
however, to have given offence to some of their own party, and therefore these directors of the king and 
government now found it necessary to qualify the terms granted by them to those in the opposite interest. 
These protections were certainly prudent, and showed that these noblemen well understood the best 
methods of drawing over those in the contrary party to their side. [While the Yorkists were in power no 
actsof vengeance were committed or allowed. It was thought the Lancastrians had suffered suflBciently 
in the loss of so many of their leaders in the battle, and the avowed nrinciple of the Earl of Warwick was 
to spare the lower and middle classes as much as possible, and to select as victims only the nobility and 
higher daases, both in the battle-field and the justiceHx>urts.] 

The Earls of March, Warwick, and Sali^ntry. 



Right well beloved, we greet you well, and 
where* for the tender love that we have to the 
conservation of the king's peace, laws, and 
justice, in this his realm of England, we have 
commanded the king's people in his name, 

1 John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, (son of the 
fomous General John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury,) 
was lord treasurer in 1456, and fell in the battle of 
Northampton, in 1460, fighting for the House of 
Lancaster. 

' Now St. James's Palace. 

' [A place for the keeping of hawks, afterwards 
the royal stables, and the site of which is now occu- 
Died by the barracks of the foot-guards, behind the 
National Gallery at Charing Cross.] 

* C Whereas the use of the word is frequent.] 
VOL. I. 



by our letters and divers writings, that no 
man should rob or despoil Sir Thomas Toden- 
ham, knight, John Heydon, John Wyndham, 
Harry Todenham, and John Andrews, and 
others, which have sued to us for our said 
letters ; we, willing to eschew that any per- 
son should have colour by our said letters to 
noise us, or any of us, that the said Sir 
Thomas, John Heydon, John Wyndham, 
Harry, and John Andrews, or any other of 
suspected fame be accorded with us, or any 
of us, for such wrongs as they or any of them 
have done to us, our servants, and tenants, or 
well-willers, or that we should have them in 
tenderness or favour to discourage true peo- 

F 
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LKTTKR LXXXTL-H^UOL ToL iii. p. on.) 




U71. 



maj De eotified; uid Jcsa 
pretenre yoa. Written at f^cmdow, die !Ktii 
daj ofiiij. 



26lb of Jnly, 1455. 
38 H. VI. 



At ilM iMtt'Mi f4 Dvk ktt«r ii infHtM l» s 
UitMiwfitUmhf mUmnM fm4ct«« I tlM*«i{hi it prvpcr to ; 

4V Kmv i^nwtl^t Ml *>>MnMM|^> MM M0B0MM t9 NW 

Mmiiu twmmMim with Wilii»m Wwoftwt, BMwp of Wnaribitw, ft 

T0 the wtrthiffuland well-bekeed Mm Ptim, Et^^imt, 

KwwT wifnh'tyftt] $aul well-beltfred Htr, I I thif bdnlf I may be 

iumttn^nd mtt unUt rmif unA with all my 

^iMift thank yew ftw the great laboun that ve 

f/f t'lmav liave djligeiitly done for my well- 

ittihtftal imrfMti Johfi CMe^ tii the intent that 

luf nhofihl nufWii {he ahU to) attain to enter 

atMl tnt^ity tMfOceahly hb itiberitaficcy as I am 

\t\Umtim uiM unto him; and pray you of 

ytmt %t»oA eofitinuaiKse, certify iug you that I 

Smtn written wiiAi Yelverton the juitke, that 

Ite would at utmui twaiKrtmble time commune 

witii Hir Thomas Todentutru, knifcht, and to 

tttUn hitn as much r««s(mas it ibull betbouffbt 

unto him and to you Uuit law will in that 

htthalf r(H|ulrit| prayinjc you that ye will 

mmtmutMt wlili the iiaul Yelverton, and to 

(Min(i«ilv(« ht<fwl)ii ynti Nunh lawful means of 

guldhiK of thU niiitt(«r OuU my said servant 

mav hav<« jmatxtahly wlUiuuiKfoai trouble his 

said hthttritaiici*, as I Hhall in case srmblable 

{Mmiliiv) do tny labour unto your idaasance 

(phMut^), And nray you that of tlio dis- 

|HMiltlon of tho saldNir Thumos Todcinham in 



J. BMop of Lincoln. 




L K T T K R LXXX VII.— (LXIII. vol. iii. p. 249.) 

t)n lti(* hdttli of UiU li«U<Mr In th« ftdktwltiff ■u»monuiduiB in an ancient Iwad : " A C!opis of Hm Duke of N. 
t .'m wti*'^ Nki«w«>tli yi miaW \^\u\i(% wnr oonyttiHl by tho L. Soalw and kto adheiwita." This leUer was 
^fMm Ml i\ Uitti" wh»a Iht* kiutf was uadMr Um dlr«H:tlou of tho Duke of York's party, about the year 1455, 
AH It nwviMMi Ott^lViiiiuU «r thiMluuan ofLanoiuU^r of l)elng K^iUty of riots and outiaeeoiu offences. II 
(WlrW »h»wa \\w \w\\ti\\^\^\t i»f Ui«» vlrtt»rl«Ui party to thoi* In the opposite iatamt, and eoeaks the Un- 
suaili* tif thmM> wim had D\e kinn 1^ their powar. John Mowbmy, liidce of Nadblk, diai in 14«1. For 
ViUitMrimia AubHtrapli aM« I. otter xaavii. Frost auch orders as ttieaa, isHied by dM«ieat men, we can 

1\\\\$f^ \y»\\n of ih<^ tranaartioiw orth«ai» iurbuleni times than firom any Npdar kwery eKtant. [It appears 
It us* m thi» «^>ll(Mry » UmI thU letter or notice displays tesftarkable stodsntion, and oonaeqoently a desire 
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tax peace andjuetioe only. Indeed, it is extraoxdinary how onall an effect the contests of the rival houses 
appear to have produced on tiie domestic and social affairs of the time, as is proved by these as well as 
aU other contemporaneous documents referring to private life, a clear proof that the war was carried on on 
both sides without any wanton or unnecessary cruelties, and on higher principles than merely factious or 
■df-interested motives. The great mischief that was occasioned lay these civil wars was the diverting of 
the energies of the ptsople into an unproductive and wasteful course, unless the securing so high a degree of 
dvil liberty as we attained to during and immediately after them, and which was a consequence of these 
contests, should be considered a sufficient recompense. J 

T%e Duke of Norfolk. 



Be it known to all the king's true liege 
people, the oause of our coming into this 
countiy is, hj the commandment of the king 
our sovereign lord, for to inquire of such 
great riots, extortions, horrible wrongs, and 
hurts, as his highness is credibly informed be 
done in this country, and to know in certain, 
by you that know the truth, by what person 
or persons the said great riots, extortions, 
horrible wrongs, and hurts be done : wiiere- 
fofe we charge you all, on the king's behalf 
our sovereign lord, that ye spare neither for 
love, dsead, nor fear that ye have to any 
person of what estate, degree, or condition he 
be, but that ye say tibe soth (truth) by wh<nn 
such offeocei be don^ and tliat ye spare no 
man that ye know guilty, and, by the fiuth 
that we owe to our sovereign l(»d, they shall 
be chastised after their desert, and it reformed 
as law requireth. 

Also it is openly published that certain 
servants of the Lord Scales should in his 
name menace and put men in fear and dread 
to complain to us at this time of the said 
hurts and griefs, saying tttat we would abide 
but a short time here, and after our departing 
he would have the rule and governance as he 
hath had afore time. We let you weet that 
next the king our sovereign lord, by his good 
grace and licence, we will have the principal 



rule and governance through all this shire, of 
which we bear our name, while that we be 
living, as far as reason and law requireth, 
whosoever will grudge or say the contrary ; 
for we will that the Lord Scales, Sir Thomas 
Todenham, Sir Miles Stapylton, and Johfi 
Heydon have in knowledge, though our per- 
son be not daily here, they shall find our 
power here at all times to do the king our 
sovereign lord service, and to support and 
maintain you all in your right that be the 
king's true liege men ; for it may not be said 
nay, but that here hath been the greatest 
riots, horrible wrongs, and offences done in 
these parts by the said Lord Scales, Thomas 
Todeunam, Miles Stapylton, John Heydon, 
and such as be oonfiederated unto them, that 
ever was seen in our days; aiid most mis- 
chief through their malicious purpose like 
to have faUen among the king's true li^e 
pec^le now late at Norwich, ne had we (had 
we noi) better {nrovided therefore; and also 
that God fortuned us to withstand their said 
malicious and' evil disposed purpose. 

Wherefore make bills of your grievance 
and come to u^ and we shall bring you to 
tibe king's presence ourself, whose presence will 
be here in all the haste with the mercy of God, 
and see the refoinnation there of his own 
person. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL— (XXVn. vol. i. p. 116.) 

Thb letter seems to have been written on the 28th of October, 1455, as from the latter part of it (though 
imperfect) it appears that the king was at Hertford ; reported to be sick again ; and under the direction of 
the Lords of York, Warwick, and Salisbury, &c. All which agrees wztb our hiflfeorical accounts of tiiis 

Sriod. We see in this letter a strong and (tiabolioal instance of party fUry; an old and an infirm mania, in 
e night, by a rtratagem, enticed to open his gates ; his place is robbed and plundered, and himself, after 
various iU treatment, is most cruelly murdered, by the duection of the son and heir of a nobleman then at 
variance with Lord Bonvile. [Scareely, we think, of " party fury." Bonvileand Devonafaive were both at that 
time Yorkists, for Devonshire did not optnly go over to the Lancastrians till a little before the battle of 
Towton in 1461, where he first appeared in arms on tiieir side.] 

To my right worshiipful master, John Paston, at Norwich, be ihit delivered. 

Please it your mastership to weet (here fol- I Here be many marvellous tales of things 
lows an account of tome law businetty Sfc.) \ that shall fall this next mouth, as it is said ; for 

F 2 
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it is talked that one Doctor Grene a priest hath 
kalked (calculated) y and reporteth that before 
St. Andrew's day next coming shall be the 
greatest battle that was since the battle of 
Shrewsbury,^ and it shall fall between the 
Bishop's Inn of Salisbury* and Westminster 
Bars ; and there shall die seven lords, whereof 
three should be bishops. All this and much 
more is talked and reported. I trust to God 
it shall not fall so ! 

Also there is great variance between the 
Earl of Devonshire ^ and the Lord Bonvile,^ 
as hath been many day, and much debate is 
like to grow thereby ; for on Thursday (23rd 
of October) at night last passed, the Earl of 
Devonshire's son and heir ' came, with sixty 
men of arms, to Radford's Place ® in Devon- 
shire, which was of counsel with my Lord 
Bonvile; and they set an house on fire 
at Radford's gate, and cried and made a 
noise as though they had been sorry for the 
fire; and by that cause Radford's men set 
open the gates and yede (went) out to see 
the fire; and forthwith the Earl's son afore- 
said entered into the place, and entreated 
Radford to come down of his chamber 
to speak with them, promising him that 
he should no bodily harm have; upon 
which promise he came down, and spoke with 
the said Earl's son : in the mean time his 



* The battle of Shrewsbury was fought on the 
22nd of July, 1403, 4 H. IV. the Pereies being the 
leaders of the malcontents, who were routed by the 
king's army. The predictions, however, of Dr. 
Grene were not fulfilled, but prophecies, in this 
credulous age, had great influence over the minds of 
the people; and there having been already some 
civil contests, they were easily induced to believe that 
others might be foreseen and foretold. 

2 [The " Bishoppeslnne of Salesbury" was situated 
in the Strand, where Salisbury Street is now. West- 
minster Bars was probably the city of London gates 
towards Westminster, as Westminster itself was never 
walled.] 

3 Thomas Ck>urtney, Earl of Devonshire, was be- 
headed by order of Edward IV. immediately afterthe 
battle of Towton, in 1461. 

* William Bonvile was created Lord Bonvile in 
1449, and was beheaded, by order of Queen Margaret, 
after the battle at Bamard'^s Heath, near St. Alban's, 
in February, 1460-1, though he had staid with 
Henry VI. on a promise of safety. 

» Thomas Courtney, son and heir of Thomas 
Courtney. Earl of Devonshire, was beheaded very 
soon after his father, in 146 1 . 

* Nicholas Radford was an eminent lavrj-er, and 
vetided at PoghiU, near Kyrton. 



meny (servants) rob his chamber, and rifled 
his hutches,? and trussed such as they could 
get together and carried it away on his own 
horses : then the Earl's son said, — " Radford, 
thou must come to my lord, my father." He 
said he would, and bade one of his men make 
ready his horse to ride with them; whicli 
answered him that all his horses were taken 
away : then he said to the Earl's son, '' Sir, 
your men have robbed my chamber, and 
they have mine horses, that I may not ride 
witii you to my lord your father, wherefore 
I pray you let me ride, for I am old, and may 
not go." 

It was answered him again that he should 
walk forth with them on his feet ; and so he 
did till he was a flight ^ shot or more from 

his place, and then he was ^ 

softly, for cause he might not go fast, and 
when they were thus departed he turned • • 

forthwith came nine men 

again upon him and smote him on the head 

and felled .... of them cut his throat. 

This was told to my Lord Chancellor this 

forenoon messengers, as 

come of purpose out of the same country. 

This matter is taken greatly 

passed at two after midnight rode out of Lon- 
don as it is said more than 

the best wise. Some say it was to ride to- 
ward my Lord of York, and some . . . , 
so much rumour is here, what it meaneth I 
wot not, God turn it at Hert- 
ford, ^° and some men are afraid that he is sick 

again, I pray God my Lords 

of York, Warwick, Salisbury, and others are 
in purpose to convey him .... &c. 
The said Nicholas Crome, bearer hereof, 
shall tell you such tidings ... in haste 
at London on Saint Simon's day and Jude. 
Your poor James Gresham. 

London, Tuesday, 28th of October, 
1455. 34H. VI. 



' Huche, French, a coffer or chest standing upon 
legs. 

" A flight was a particular kind of arrow called 
flecta, in the Latin of the middle ages. 

• V\here the lines are supplied with dots the 
original letter is imperfect, from a part being de- 
cayed and torn off. 

"^^ The king seems at the time thb letter was writ- 
ten to have been at Hertford, and it was reported 
that he was sick again. 
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LETTER LXXXIX.— (LXIV. vol iii. p. 253.) 

[From this letter it would appear the London Road had not a good country reputation for security. Tlie 
most curious circumstance^thowever, is, that neither in Norwich nor in all SufTolk was there to be procured a 
sufficient quantity of cloth of a required colour for the male retainers of a private gentleman's familv.] Of 
the liveried Sir John Fenn says : — " A very ingenious and learned friend of mine has suggested to me that the 
honourable and ancient famUies of this land were formerly guided in the colours of their liveries by the 
metals and colours in which their arms were blazoned ; his su^;estion is here verified, for tlie arms of 
Paston were, argent, sox fleurs de lys azure, and a chief indented or : if therefore russet or grey may be 
equivalent to argent, the murrey and the blue are the identical or and azure of the arms. 

To my right worshipful htuhand, Jofm Paston, be this delivered in haste, 

master, as ye have been aforetime; for they 
be informed that Daniel is come to Rising 
Castle, and his men make their boast that 
their master shall be again at Brayston within 
short time. 

Furthermore, as for the matter tiiat my son 
wrote to me for the box whereon was written 
False Carte Sproute, that 1 should inquire of 
William Worcester where it were ; the said 
William was not at home since that I had 
his letter, but as soon as he cometh home I 
shall inquire of him, and send you an answer. 

As touching for your liveries, there can 
none be gotten here of that colour that ye 
would have of, neither murrey, nor blue, nor 
good russet, underneath 3s. the yard at the 
lowest price, and yet is there not enough of 
one cloth and colour to serve you : and as 
for to be purveyed in Suffolk, it will not be 
purveyed not now against the time, without 
they had had warning at Michaelmas, as I 
am informed : and the blessed Trinity have 
you in his keeping. Written at Norwich, on 
St. Katherine's day. 

By your 

Margabet Paston. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
unto you, pleaseth you to weet that mine 
aunt Moundford ^ hath desired me to write 
to you, beseeching you that ye will vouch- 
safe to chevise (^provide') for her at London 
twenty marks (13/. 6s. Sd.) for to be paid to 
Master Ponyngs,' either on Saturday or 
Sunday, which shall be St. Andrew's day, in 
discharging of them that be bounden to 
Master Ponyngs of the said twenty marks for 
the wardship^ of her daughter, the which 
twenty marks she hath delivered to me in 
gold for you to have at your coming home, 
for she dare not adventure her money to be 
brought up to London for fear of robbing, 
for it is said here that there goeth many 
thieves betwixt this and London, which 
causeth her to beseech you to content the said 
money in discharging of the matter and of 
them that be bounden, for she would for no 
good that the day were broken ; and she 
tiiianketh you heartily for the great labour and 
business that ye have had in that matter, and 
in all others touching her and hers, wherefore 
she saith she is ever bounden to be your 
beadswoman,^ and ever will be while she 
liveth. f 

My cousin, her son, and his wife recom- 
mendeth them unto you, beseeching you 
that ye will vouchsafe to be their good 



Norwich, 25th of November, 
1455, or 1460. 34 or 39 H. 

N. B. St. Andrew's day fell on a Sunday, in the 
years 1455 and 14G0 ; this letter was therefore most 
probably written in one of these years. 



[This letter is from W. Botoner, (Wor- 
cester) to John Paston, and contains nothing 
of interest. The principal matter is that Sir 



LETTER XC— (LXV. vol. iii. p. 357.) 

John Fastolf is desirous of making his will, 
and he, Botoner, i|s desirous that Paston 
should be present.] 



1 Osbert Moundford, Esq., of Hockwold, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Beraey, Esq., and by 
her had Maxy, their daughter and sole heir, who 
manned Sir William Tindale, Knight of the Bath. 

2 [Frequently spelt Poynings.] 



3 [The statute of wardship, a most oppressive and 
unjust law, was abolished by the 12th Chas. II.] 

* A beadsman or beadswoman was a person 
employed in praying, though generally in praying 
for another. 
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LETTER XCI.— (XXVIII. vol. i. p. 121.) 

7b lilt teorihiBfil Sir, and mj right sulUtlmtd cauim Join Patlaa, and i 
BoeJaiig, or William Barhtr. 



hUal 



WoRsHtPFUL Sir and couoB, I reconunend 
me to you, and like ymi t> wect that I have a 
tally' with myctnuin FeDD* of 900 nuHu 
(333/. 6i, Sd.) Bud more, for to be changed 
upon luch places aa a man might bare moat 
gpeed; payment; and I piay yon heartily to 
commune villi the said Feon, that I might 
be ensured of the aalil tally to he exciianged, 
and for what leward competent to be given 
upon the same I will [thall or ^umU] agree 
toil. 

Item, I desire to know who be the residue, 
tbs remanent, of the co^xecuton of the Lord 
WUloughby," now tie Lord Cromwell' £■ 
deceaiedj tor ttiif cauaa it mts ao, that there I 



1 A BUla DC BllY «u > 
whicb W6K noBbn) aceordi 



Ow Lord WiUoo^by and to me 
10,000 marks (OOOei. 13i. id.) (or a rewaid 
to ba pud of my Laid BedJortTa * ^ooda, for 
the bkinz of the Dulte of Alen^on.' 

And the uud Lord Willoagbby hod but 
lOOO mark* (9661. I3«. id.) paid, and 
I 1000 marks (mSI. 13«. id.) so 8000 
(5333i.6a.8d.)leyeth(rflmii«(jl)yetlopay; 
of which Bum, 4000 (36661. I3t. id.) muat 
grow to the eiecutoca of the laid Liad Wil- 
loughby to diapoae. 

And therefore I deaite that the eiecutors, 
and auch aa most have jateiest in the Lonl 
Willougbby'i goods, may be communed 
with ; that the; may make punuit for pay- 
ment of the said 4000 marks, for his part ta 
be had, and I shall make for my part. 

And {if) Maatei Nevile, the which hath 
wedded my Lady Willoughby, have power 
or interest to receive the Lord Willoughby 9 
debts, then he to be laboured unto. And m; 
Lord of Salisbury ^ will be a great helper in 




. J Uxi CniBW^. wboas 

»kitt. Lad Wmnuhlir bad aunt—. 

Ma tbaa d» wlA ofBb Tbomaa Ntrvlle. 
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And there is one Youngs a servant of the 
Lord Willougbby, which pafBnad this mat- 
ter; if he were in London he could give 
good information upon tiiis matter. 

I pray you write to me bow vay matters do, 
and of such noyrities as ye hatve there, and 
our Lord have yoa m bis keeping. 



Written at Caister hastily, tlie 5tli day of 
February, in the 34th year of King Henry 
Vlth. 

Your cousin, John Fastolp. 

Caister, 
Wednesday, 
5th of February, 1454. 34 H. VI. 



NUMBER XCII.— (LXVI. vol. iii. p. 2610 

As there are not only scrwntl ktteis ia this eoltMtIrm of the hand-writing of tind renowned wanlor 9ir JoIhi 
Fastolf, but as he i* Hkewise menltoaed in aMuiy others, I thought the two folloMring statements of sum* ef 
money due to him firom the crown womld be acceptable to the reader, as they ascertain several of his entar- 
prizes in France, and point out to iu the two prisoners which he took in the French wars, and Who, \n 
the large sums agreed to be paid for (heir ranstym, must have been persons of great eonseqnenoe in the mili- 
tary line. This lint deelaratlea vekMss to money due to him on the acoooai of the wars and tmnaaetions 
both iu England and ia Fnuice. The seesond states the injuries and losses whioh he hadsustained in Franse. 
There is no date to either of them, but firom the mention of the time since his last return from France, and 
which, from an aeemmt of his life, appetfs to have been in the year 1440, these representations weie iliadia 
in the year 1455^ 8»il.VL 

Billa de dehitis Regit in partibu9 Franciee Johanni Fasfolf, miHfi, dehitit. 



These be the inpries^ losses, and damages 
that the said Fastolf hath bad, as well within 
the realm of England as in other parts in 
manner and form as it easueth :— ^ 

First, it is to consider how £. s, d, 
that the said Fastoif hath been 
vexed and troubled since be 
came last into this land by the 
might and power of the Duke 
of Suffolk,^ and by the labour 
of his counsel and servants in 
divers wise, as in great ^pres- 
sions, grievous and outrageous 
amercements, and many great 
honible extortions, as it may 
appear more plainly by a roll 
of articles thereupon miade, the 
damages of which extend to 
the sum of 5000 marks. . ^ 3333 6 8 

Item, the said YaaixAt hath 
been greatly damaged and hurt 
by the might and power of the 
ittd Duke of Suffolk and bis 
counsel, in disseising and tak-> 
ing away a manor of the said 
Fastolf s, called Dedham, in the 
county of £ssex, to the value 



1 Many of the letten in this collectioa mention the 
disputes between the Duke of Suffolk and Sir John 
Fastolf concemiag dlAneat umumnts and estates. 



of 100 marks (e6i. 13». id.) of £. ». rf. 

yearly rent, which was holden 

from the said Fastolf by the 

term of three year day and 

more, to his great hurt, with 

200 marks (133/. 6s, Sd.) ia 

costs expended in recovery 

of the same, the sum in 

all ... • 500 marks = 333 6 8 

Item, there is cast into the 
king's hands by untrue forged 
offices and inquisitions, sup- 
posed to be found by divers 
escheators in the counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, three 
certain manors of the said 
Fastolf, to the value of 100 
marks (66/. 13«. 4d.) yearly, 
which said offices and inqui- 
sitions were never duly foimd^ 
but forged by untrue imagina- 
tions, and means of certain 
persons his evil willers, as it 
hath been confessed by those 
that were appointed and named 
to be upon the inquests. And 
by the malicious labour of his 
said evil willers, the said 
manors have been troubled and 
put in plea this four year day 
and more, to the damage and 



n 
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costs of the said Fastolf, tbe £. s, d. 
sum of 500 marks . . = 333 6 8 

Item, the said Fastolf having 
the gift of the baronies and 
lordship of SiUie Guill'mi 
and L&usuze, in the county of 
May ne, to him and to his assigns 
for ever, the which were gotten 
by ^% said Fastolf, and no 
charge to the king, for the 
value and denomberment (ittmi- 
her) of 4000 saluts* oi yearly 
rent^ he was commanded by 
the king's letters to deliver up 
the said baronies and lordship 
to the king's commissioners, 
promising him by the king's 
commandment to be recom- 
pensed therefore, as the said 
Fastolf hath to show, and he 
not recompensed nor rewarded 
nothing for the leaving of his 
said baronies and lordship, to 
the damages of the said Fastolf 
of the sum of 2500 marks s 166G 13 4 

Item, whereas the said Fas- 
tolf had a prisoner of his own 
taking, called Guill'm Re- 
mond,^ which was ransomed, 
and agreed to pay him for 
his ransom with the marks the 
sum of 3200 saluts, the pri- 
soner, without knowledge or 
licence of the said Fastolf, was 
taken away from him by the 
Duke of Bedford, then being 
the king's regent of France, 
and with the said prisoner he 
caused the town of Compeyn, 
then lying in the French party's 
governance, for to be yielded 
to the king, and to his said 
regent in his name; and the 
said Fastolf, after long pursuits 
made to tlie king and his 



1 Sir John took the castle of Sillie le Guillem in 
1425, and from which he was dignified with the title 
of bwon. 

» The salute was a gold coin of Henry VI., current 
in France for 1/. 5<. English. 

* In 1423 he took the castle of Pacy, the governor 
whereof was Guilliaume Revmond. 



council, was recompensed but £. «. d, 

to the value of 1600 saluts in 

lands in Normandy, when diey 

fortuned to fall into the king's 

hands, which lands he hatli 

also lost; and also the said 

Fastolf hath lost the residue of 

tbe said ransom, besides the 

said lands, to the sum of 4000 

marks = 2606 13 4 

Item, the said Fastolf is yet 
owing for his portion and part 
for the recompense and reward 
that should grow and be due 
to him for the taking of John, 
calling himself Duke of Alan- 
^n, at the battle of Vemeuil,^ 
which that paid for his ransom 
40,000 marks(26,666/. \ZiM.) 
which reward, beside the Lord 
Willoughby's part^ should ex- 
tend to Uie sum of 4000 mark8= 2666 13 4 

Item, is due to the said Fas- 
tolf, by the execution of the 
last will and testament of John 
Duke of Bedford,^ whose soul 
Godassoil! for prests and other 
charges for safeguard and keep- 
ing of certain fortresses, cas- 
tles, and towns, and for other 
costs, prests, and charges by 
him borne in his service, as 
it may appear in certain ar- 
ticles written in a roll par- 
ticularly of the same, the sum 
of . 4599 marks 5*. 6rf. = 3066 3 6 

Sum total 

21,099 marks 5». 6(/. =14066 5 6 



Item, since the last coming • over of the 
said Fastolf into this realm, as by the space of 
fifteen years and more, he hath borne great 
costs, charges, and expenses, at all times 
attending upon the king's highness, and the 
lords of his council, as he hath had in com- 
mandment, and was his part to do, for the 
which, and for all the service that he hath 



4 This battle was fought in 1424. 
^ See previous letter of Sir J. Fastolfs. 
^ Sir John finally left France in 1440, this account 
therefore was drawn up in 145&. 33 H. VI. 
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done to the right noble prince King Harry the 
rVth. aieul {grandfather) to our sovereign 
lord that now is, and to me most victorious 
prince and king his father, whose souls God 
assoil, and also to our said sovereign lord, he 
hath had neither fee, wages, reward, nor 
recompense in this his realm of England, but 
hath borne it of his own proper goods at all 



times to the king's honour and profit, as to 
his power, which is to him right grievous and 
chargeable, trusting to have been considered 
and rewarded as other men of such deserving 
have been in the times of the right noble pro- 
genitors of our said sovereign lords late kings 
of this said realm. 
1455. SSH. VI. 



NUMBER XCIII.— (LXVII. vol. iii. p. 269.) 
A declaration of the costs whidt Sir John Fastolfwas at, being without this realm,. 



The declaration of certain prests, (loans) 
costs, and charges, done and home by Sir 
John Fastolf, as well in the time of the most 
noble and victorious princes of blessed me- 
mory, King Harry the IVth., King Harry the 
Vth., as in the time of our sovereign lord 
king that now is, in his wars beyond the sea, 
as by the articles that follow more plainly ap- 
peareth. 

First, it is to be remembered £. s, d, 
that to the said Fastolf is owing 
for divers costs and charges by 
him borne for the time that he 
occupied the office of the con- 
stabulary of Bourdeaux, for 
the safeguard of the king's 
duchy of Guienne, as it ap- 
peareth plainly by account 
made of the said office of con- 
stabulary remaining in the 
king's exchequer at Westmin- 
ster of record, whereof he yet 
neither had payment nor as- 
signment, the sum of • . . 227 15 3 J 

Item, in like wise there is 
owing to the said Fastolf for 
wages for his service done to 
the king, and to the Duke of 
Clarence, being the king's 
lieutenant in the said duchy 
of Guienne, as it may appear 
under sufficient writing, the 
sum of . 202 10 

Item, in like wise is owing \o 
the said Fastolf for costs and 
charges that he bare when he 
was lieutenant of the town of 



Harfleur,^ in Normandy, as it £. s, d. 
showeth by a debenture made 
to the said Fastolf with him 
remaining 133 68 

Item, in like wise is owing to 
the said Fastolf for the keeping 
and victualling of the Bastile * 
of St. Anthony in Paris, as it 
appeareth by writing sufficient, 
and by the creditors of Sir 
John Tyrel," knight, late trea- 
surer of the king's house, re- 
maining in the exchequer of 
Westminister of record, the 
sum of 42 

Item, there is owing to the 
said Fastolf for the safeguard 
of the town of Fount Melank * 
in the parts of France, as it 
appeareth by account thereof, 
made in the king's exchequer 
of England of record, the sum 
of ....... . 89 10 4J 

Sum m^ xlij marks ix sh. i farthing. 

And in semblable wise over 
all this is owing to the said 
Fastolf for prests and wages of 
him and his retinues being 
in the king's service, in his 



I Sir John Fastolf was lieutenant of Harflenr in 
1415. 

3 The foundation of this since terrible prison was 
laid by Hugh Aubriot on the 22nd of April, 1369, 43 
of our King Edward III. and the 6th of Charles V. 
of France. 

3 He was grandfather to Sir James Tyrol, the sup- 
posed murderer of Edward V. and his brother. 

* Port Meulcnt was taken in 1422. 



( 
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realm of Ttwacttywad duchy oi 
Nomumdy,^ a* wtll about the 
•afeguazd and governance of 
his tomnBi castles^ and fortresses 
of Aleneon, Fresney le Vi- 
comte, \ememl, Homiefleet,' 
as for other great causes and 
charges borne and paid in the 
king our sovereign lord's days 
that now is, for the advance- 
ment of his conquest, the good 
and utility of him, of his said 
realm and duchy aforesaid, as 
it appeareth openly by ac- 



£• *. ik 



eenatrmadeBi the Chamber of £. », d. 
Aeeonnts of Paris aaod Rea», 
wbtreoi the vidimus remain 
wiHi the said Fastolf, and also 
by certahidebentu«etf coii«ain-> 
ingthe saidsoms, ready toshow, 
whereof the stud Fasted hither- 
to hath had neither payment 
nor assignation, 

The sum of v m* iiij" ij 
marks xiij sh. iij<^ ob. sterlings 3388 13 3^ 

Smn total vj m^ cxxv marks, — 

ix sh. iij. fardiings sterlings 4083 15 7} 

I4S». 3SH.VI. 



LETTER XCIV.—CXXIX. vol. i. p. 125.) 

This letter is written by the secretary, and eoncluded and subscribed by the hand of that greai prelate, cardi- 
nal, and lord chaneellor, Thomas Bourehier, Archbishop of Canterbury ; who is recorded to have been K 
principal means of Intkoduoing the art of printing into England. He was elected arehbishop in 1454. 32 H. 
Yl. was a man of considerable IsMrning, and died in 1480. 3 H. VII. at an advanced age. 

To the right worthiffvA^ and my right entirely weU-beiwed Sir John Fasfo^, Knight. 



Right worshipftil, and my right entirely well 
beloved, I greet you right heartily well; 
thanking you specially, and in full hearty 
wise, for the very genUe goodness that ye 
showed unto me at aQ times, praying you of 
good continuance. 

And as touching such matters as ye sent 
unto me for, I trust to God verily, inswnuch 
as the rule ° is amended here, and the weather 
waxeth seasonable and pleasant, to see you in 
these parts within short time ; at which time 
I shall commune and demean unto you [act 
towards you\ in such, wise that ye shall be 
right well pleased. 

And as for the matter concerning my Lord 

1 Sir John was several years governor of Nor- 
mandy, I believe firom about 1437 to 1440, when he 
left Frmce. 

3 [So in original ; Fenn gives it in the form of 
Honnefleet, having previously given " Fresney, Le 
Vioounte*' as two ^aoes. There is little doubt of the 
place meant being Honfleur, at the mouth of the 
Seine, opposite Harfleur.} 

* This may apply either to some change in the 



of Bedford,^ think it not contrary but that 
ye shall find me heartily well-wUled to do 
that I can or may for the accomplishment of 
your desire, as well in that matter as in other 
like, as your servant John Rocking, bearer 
hereof, can clearlier report unto you on my 
behalf, to whom like it you to give faith and 
credence in this part; and the blessed Trinity 
have you everlastingly in his keeping. 

Written in my manor of Lamehith (^Lam-- 
beth) the 27th day of March. 

Your £uthful and true, 

Thomas Cant. 

Lambeth, S7th of Mardi, 
between 1454, and 1459. 33 and 37 H. VI. 

■ — - II r - I 

administration, or only in the management of the 
house. 

^ There was no Duke of BecUbrd between 1435 
and 1470. This must therefore relate to some mat- 
ter which had formerly passed between Sir John 
Fastolf and .Tohn Planti^enet, Duke of Bedford, and 
Regent of France, who died in 1436 ; perhaps it 
related to the ransom of the Duke of Alenfon. Sir 
John served long under him in France. 
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LETTER XCV.--(LXTin. vol. ill. p. 277.) 

This liBtter was most probably written darii^ the time that the archbishop was loid chaacellor, and it may be 
supposed that this Kdbert OflToid httd been triedf and acquitted upon an indictment ibr the murder, and that, 
BOW tibe next of kin to-thitt deceased, not being' safeisfled with the Teidiet, had lodg^ his appeal. 

To our right trutty and right well-beloved John Paston, Esq., and William Norwichyandto either 

of them. 



Right trusty and right well beloved^ we greet 
you heartily well ; and wherea* Sir Nichol 
Bowet, knt., soeth an appeal in the county 
of Norfolk against one Robevt Offord of 
Barking, for the death of one Sir Henry 
Bowet, clerif: ; we, being informed that the 
matter is piteous, pray you heartily that ye will 
in our behalf move and entreat tiie sheii^ of 
the said county to surcease of the ezeeution 
of any process upon the exigent^ to him 
directed in that behalf unto the next tenn^ 
so that reasonable means may be found to 



8a¥e the sand Robert hannle8»; letting him 
we^ that we have written to the said Sir 
Nichol for a conrenient treaty to be taken in 
that behalf, as shall be thought according to 
right.. And Grod have you ever in his keep- 
ing. 

Written in our manor of Mortlake, the 7th 
day of September. 

m f Ahchbishop 
* I OP Canterbuby.* 

Mortla&e, in Surry, 7l9i of September, 
between 1495 and M68. 34 and 37 H. VI. 



LETTER XCVI.— (LXIX. Tol. iii. p. 279.) 

This letter has no direction, and is only subscribed with the initials H. W. ; from the hand-writing, however, 
it appears to have been written by Henry Windsor, and by the contents we may discover it was addressed 
to J . Paston. The character he gives of his master. Sir John Fastolf, is not a very pleasing one, and from 
his saying that whatever is done will " be called your dede," it appears to have been sent to J. Paston 
in the latter part of Sir John Fastolf s life, when his cousin Pastoa transacted most of his business. 

Sut it evidently appears that H. W. was more anxious to avoid publicity for his own sake than for either 
\ master or Futon. The letter is very obscurely expressed, probably on purpose.] 



After humble and due recommendation, 
please it your good mastership to understand 
liiat at making of thi» my poor letter, there 
were no novelties with us but such as ye 
understood fidl well afore your departing, 
except the king will into Scotland in all 
manner vrise of war, and that my Lord of 
Wiltshire shall be made chancellor. I sup- 
pose the better^ is but a slander, and there- 
fore be ye advised how ye deliver them as 
tidings. 

Also I weet full well where I left you in 
such matters as it pleased you to make me 
of your counsel, as touching one matter spe- 
cially, and how that ye said unto me, when I 
desired your good mastership to show favour, 
such as ye best might if anything should be 
showed ad lumen, my master F. (Fastolf) 
except, and how that ye answered and said 

^ Theeidgnaiia a writ requiring, the appearance 
of the party, and if he eoiae not afr tiie last procla- 
mation he is outlawed. 



as it pleased you, that I was conquered, m 
truth that should prove but a full great 
unstableness in me, with more, &c. But, 
Sir, I pray you, howsomever my master 
reekonedi with any of his servants, bring not 
the matter in revolution in the open court, 
for and (if) it were once opened before the 
judges how that any letters patent should be 
purchased of an ante date, and the default 
found in me, ye woul be a thousand times 
advised, and my master F. (Fastolf) both, ere 
that ye would amend me so much as I should 
be appered (impaired) thereby ; and therefore 
1 beseech you be well advised how that 
matter be opened for my ease. 

I was not desired to write unto you of no 
one person, so God be my help, yourself 
except; but I would ye would toke advice 
and counsel of the priest that had you so 

> Thomas Bourchior, Abp. of Canterbury, from 
1464 to 1486, and Lord ChanBellorftoiB I49ft to 1497. 
' [A mistake apparently for latter or Mter.] 
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long under hands on Shor Thursday, ^ when 
I and my fellowship, God thank you, had of 
you right great cheer to our great comfort 
and your great cost, how that the same priest 
understandeth this letter of the gospel under 
written, " Jesus dixit Simoni Petro, si pec- 
cavit in te frater tuus, vade et corripe eum 
inter teet ipsum soliun; si te audierit lucratus 
es fratrem tuum, si autem te non aud^rit 
adhibe tecum adhuc unum vel duos, ut in 
ore duorum vel trium testium stet omne 
verbum. Quod si non audierit, die ecclesise, 
si autem ecclesiam non audierit sit tibi sicut 
ethinicus et publicanus,"* &c. And in ano- 
ther place '' Tunc accedens Petrus ad Jesum 
dixit, Domine, quotiens petevit (quoties peC' 
ca6t/} in me frater mens, dimittam ei usque 
septiest Dicti illi Jesu, non dico tibi usque 
septies, sed usque septuagesies septies."* 

My master can do nothing, the which 
shall come in open audience at these days, 
but it shall be called your deed, and it is not 
unknown that cruel and vengible {retiengeful) 
he hath been ever, and for the most part 



without pity and mercy, I can no more, but 
** vade et corripe eum," for truly he cannot 
bring about his matters in this word (world) 
for the word (world) is not for him ; I suppose 
it will not change yet by likeliness, but I 
beseech you. Sir, help not to amend him only, 
but every other man, if ye know any more 
misdisposed. 

I can no more, but as I can or may shall 
be his servant and yours unto such time as 
ye will command me to surcease and leave 
off, if it please him. 

Sir, I pray you take this copy of your 
statute, it is not examined by me, for I found 
it these five years passed. 

Written in my sleeping time,* at after- 
noon, on Whitsunday. Also, Sir, if I have 
rehearsed wittingly the text of the gospel 
singularly unto your mastership, 1 beseech 
you to be had excused. 

Your own H. W. 

Whitsunday, May or June, 
between 1455 and 1459. 
33 and 38 H. VI. 



LETTER XCVII.— (XXX. vol. i. p. 129.) 

This letter, though it contains no historical or memorable event, exhibits the dutiful stj'le of a son to a father 
[in law], and on that account deserves to be read ; it was written between 1455, when John succeeded his 
father William as Lord Lovell, aud 1460, when Lord Beaumont was slain. John Lord Lovell married 
Jane, daughter of Viscount Beaumont, and at length heir to her brothers William and Henry, who both 
succeeded to the title, but died without issue. Lord Lovell died in 1464, leaving his son and heir, Francis 
Lord Lovell, who was Lord Chamberlain to King Richard III., and attended him at the battle of Bosworth 
field. 

7*0 my right worshipful, and my most best-beloved lord father, my Lord Beaumont. 



Right worshipful, and my most best-beloved 
lord father, I recommend me unto your good 
lordship ; please it you to weet, I have con- 
ceived your writing right well, and foras- 
much as ye desire the stewardship of Bagge- 
worih for your well-beloved Thomas Ever- 
ingham, which I trow verily be right a good 
anda faithful gentleman. Howbeit, my lord 
your desire shall be had in all that is in me ; 
and at the instance of your lordship, I, by 



> Shere or Shore ThorwUy, Maundy Thursday, 
the day before Good Friday. 

* St. Matthew's Gospel, chap, xviii. v. 15, 16, 17, 
■ndv.si.n. 

* TUsrelstst to papers sent with tliis letter, and 
•fleonnts ftv tiiere beiiigno direction, as the whole 

i endoeed in a paiedL. 



the advice of my council, shall give it him 
in writing, under such form as shall please 
you ; wherein I would be glad to do that that 
might please your good lordship, praying 
you right heartily ye would be mine espe- 
cial good lord and father in all such as ye 
can think should grow to my worship or 
profit in any wise, as my singular trust is 



* We are here made acquainted with the custom of 
H. Windsor, of sleeping after dinner at afternoon ; 
perhaps as the hours of rising were early, it might 
be usual for people in genersLl to do so, as it is still 
practised in tne famUies of many early rising farmers, 
&c. [This guess does not appear very probable ; nor, 
we think, is the practice much known among farmers . 
" Slepying tyme" is more likely to have been here 
I used as leisure time.] 



PASTON LETTERS. 



77 



most in you, and I alway ready to do you 
service with God's grace, who have you, my 
right worshipful and my most best-beloved 
lord father, ever in his blessed keeping. 

Written at Rotherfield Gray, the 24th day 
of July, &c. 

Furthermore, my lord, and it like you, my 
Iddy my mother recommended her unto your 



good lordship, in whom her most faith and trust 
is in, praying you ye will be good brother 
unto her, for she hath taken you for her chief 
counsel, &c. 

John Lord Lovell. . 

Botherfield Gray, in Oxfordshire. 
24ih of July, between 1455 and 1460. 
34 and 99 H. VI. 



LETTER XCVIII.— (LXX. vol. iii. p. 283.) 

To us who live in these days those lawless proceedings seem terrible, but in the tumultuous times here 
treated of such occurrences were too frequent ; and the period here exhibited, distracted by civil dissen- 
sions, made them still more common. This letter must have been written between 1455, 33 H. VI. and 1460, 
39 H. VI. [But this statement is only that of one party, who himself appears very willing to have 
recourse to the violence of which he complains. It is also clear by the man being sent to Lincoln Castle* 
and from the application for his bein^ bailed out, that there was some legal form observed ; the hanging 
also was to be effected only by " settmg a sessions." In these times the active partisans had many 
opportunities, no doubt, of committing great oppression, but they do not appear to be customary or even 

, numerous, as Sir John would make it appear, and usually by form of law at least, though sometimes no 
doubt the form was made the instrument of injustice.] 

To my right honottrahle and right woralUpful lord, my Lord Viscount Beaumont. 



Right honourable and my right worshipful 
lord, I recommend me unto your good lord- 
ship with all my service, ever more desiring 
to hear of your prosperity and welfare, the 
which I pray God encrease and continue to 
his pleasure, and after your own heart's de- 
sire ; thanking you of the good lordship that 
ye have showed me at all times, beseeching 
you alway of good continuance. 

Please it your good lordship to be remem- 
bered how afore this time Hugh Wytham 
hath said he would be in rest and peace with 
me, and not to malign against me otherwise 
than law and right would ; that notwith- 
standing, upon Monday last past, he and 
three men with him came into a servant's 
house of mine in Boston, called William 
Sheriff, and there, as he sat at his work, struck 
him upon the head and in the body with a 
dagger, and wounded him sore, and pulled 
him out of his house, and set him in prison 
without any cause reasonable, or without 
writ, or any other process showed unto him ; 
and that me seems longs (belongs) not for him 
to do, but as he says he is indicted, and as 
your good lordship knows well, I and all my 
servants are in like wise, but an any man 
should have done it, it longs either to the 
sheriff or to your bailiff, as I conceive, and 
other cause he had none to him as far as I can 
know, but only for the maliciousness of that 
he hath unto me, nor I can think none other 



but it is so. And now yesternight my Lord 
Welles came to Boston with four score horses, 
and in the morning following, took him out 
of prison, saying afore all people, ** false thief 
thou shalt be hanged, and as many of thy 
master's men as may be gotten,'* as your ser- 
vant John Abbott can report unto your good 
lordship, and hath taken him away with him 
to Tattershall, what to do with him I cannot 
say, but, as I suppose, to have him to Lincoln 
Castle ; wherefore I beseech your good lord- 
ship in this matter to be my good lord, and 
that it please your good lordship to write a 
letter to the keeper of the castle of Lincoln, 
that it liked him to deliver him out of prison 
under a sufficient surety had for him, for and 
{if) they may keep him still by this mean 
they may take all the servants that 1 have, 
and so I may do again in like wise. 

And also, as I am informed, without he be 
had out of prison in haste, it will be right 
grievous to nim to heal of his hurt, he is 
so sore stricken ; and if there be any service 
that your good lordship will command me to 
do in any country, please it you to send me 
word, and it shall be done to my power with 
the grace of God, which have you, my right 
hojlourable and worshipful lord, alway in his 
blessed keeping. Written at Kyme, upon 
Wednesday next after our Lady's day, the 
Assumption, (15M August,) 

Also, please it your good lordship to weet. 
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after tbifl letter was made there came a man 
from Tattershall into my fenn, which ought 
me good will, and becaiue he would Bot be 
holden suspect, he spoke with women which 
were milking kyne, and bade them go to a 
priest of mine to Dokdyke, and bid him fast 
go [and] give me warning, how that my 
Lord Willoughby,^ my Jjitd Cromwell,* 
and my Lord Welles^ proposed then to set 
a sessions^ and hang the said William Sheriff, 
an they, might bring the intent about; and 
80, as I and your servant John Abbott stood 
togeOier, the priest came and gave me warning 
heiieof, whioi I trust for my worship your 



good lordship would not should happen, for 
it were to me the greatest shame tiboit might 
fall, but and [imilew] it please your good 
lordship to write to all your servants in this 
country that they will be ready upon a day's 
warning to come when I send them word ; I 
trust to God they shall not hang him against 
the law, but I, with help of yvur good lord- 
ship, shall be able to let [prevent] it. 

By your servant, 

William Tailboys.* 

Kynae, in LioooliiBhire, Wednesday, 
▲Qgiuit, behnaesi 14&5 and 1460. 
83aiid89H.VL 



LETTER XCIX*-<LXXI. vol. iu. p. 289.) 

This letter shows the terrible effects of civil commotions to individaals. who rise or £k11 as their party gains 
or loses any advantage. This Earl of Oxford and Sir Thomas Todenham were afterwards beheaded in the 
beginning of the reign of Edward IV. [The " terrible effects" axe certainly not shown in this letter. The 
Lanoastrian party were probably in power when it was written, and -idle rumours were raised of what they 
were likely to do ; but nothing of all this took place. Sir Thomas Todenham appears throughout to have 
been an active Lancastrian, and was beheaded, after conviction, vfHHh Oxford and others for a treasonable 
interoourse with Queen Margaret. See Letter Izxvi.] 

To my right worthigftd ktaUHmd^ Joh» Patton. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, praying you to weet that thoe is a 
great uoise in this town, that my Lord of 
Oxford and Yelv^on and ye be endited in 
Kent for maintaining of the oyer and 
determiner, ^ and John Damme is indited 
there also of treason, because that he did 
Heydon inditen of treslson for taking down of 
the quarter of tibe man ; and the people that 
be against Sir Thomas Todenham, and Hey- 
don be sore afraid because of t^is noise, and 
of other language that is had bodi in this 
town and in the comttry, that these said 

> Bichard Welles, a son of Lionel Lord Welles, 
married Joanna, daughter and heir to Bobert Lord 
Willoughby, in whose right he was, in 1455, sum- 
■Mmed to parliammt as Lord Willoughby of flresby. 

> This, I think, must be Henry Lord CromwdL 

s Lionel Lord Welles, fell ia the battle 4>f Tow- 
ton, in 1461. 

^ Who the writer William Tailboys was I have not 
been able to make out, but it is plain by hisie- 



Todenham and Ifeydon should be as well at 
ease, and have as great rule as ever they had. 

James Gloys tellefh me, that he hath sent 
you word of Heydon 's horse (q, whores ?) and 
of other things, more of which I was purposed 
to asent (^have sent) you word of. 

The holy Trinity have you in keeping. 
Written at Nwwich, the Wednesday next 
after Saint Mat^ias. 

Yours, Margaret Paston. 



Norwich, 
Wednesday, February, 
between 1455 and 1460. 



34 and 39 H. VI. 



questing the attendance of Lord Beaumont's ser- 
vants, &c. that he meant to repcd force bv force, and 
to rescue his servant from a violent death, if he 
should be so fortunate as to overcome his adversaries. 
* A commission of oyer and iermtner is the largest 
of the five eommissions by which o«r judges of assize 
now sit in their several circuits. It was wtont in for- 
mer times to be only in use upon some sudden out- 
rage or insurrection in any place. 
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LETTER C— (LXXII. vol. iii. p. 291.) 

It appean that Lady Ogaid's cocurin and counsel assisted her to good nurpose, for on the 2nd of August, 1456, 
we tnd that Master Thomas Fairclowe, D.D. was presoatMl by her to the church of Attleborough. 

To my right wonhipftd Qousin, John Pcuton, Esq. 



Right worshipful and enturolj weU -^beloved 
oausin, I commeod me to you iievtUy, let- 
ting you weet th«t iher^ im a eootrov-ersj 
moved betwixt my comsin Joba RadcliiB^^ of 
Atdeborough and me S»r the advowson of the 
church of Attleborough, the which it new 
l/atefy'] void, whereof tiie tide is mine verily, 
as God knoweth, the which shall be opened 
tmto you ; and upon Thursday next» at Wy- 
mondham, there shall be taken an £lnquiry 
de jure Patronatus, afore Master Robert Popy 
and Master Simon Thomham, ^ at which 
day I may nought be myself as God knoweth, 
and though I might it were not convenient 
(5. becoming?). And, therefore, right trusty 
cousin, considering that I am a widow impo- 
tent as of body, tenderly and heartily I pray 
you, if it like you to be there assisting my 
cgunsel in my right, as reason and law will, 



upon Thursday next by ^ht of the clock, 
and Fincham,' Spelman, and other of my 
counsel shall be then there waiting npcm yon; 
and, gentle cousin, have me •exonaed though I 
write thus briefly and homely to you, for ia 
truth I do it of a singular trust and affeetion 
tibe which I have in you, coosidering the 
good jwme and fame of truth, wisdom, and 
good conduct, the whi<^ I hear of you. And 
therefore and (if) ye may to your weal, I 
beseech jom heartily to be there, and ye shall 
nought lose thereby, with the grace of Al- 
mighty Jesu, the whidi ever preserve and 
promote you, gentle cousin, in much worship 
to your heart's ease. At Bokenham Castle, 
on Tuesday in Pasche Week, in haste. 

Dame Alice Ogard. * 

Bokmhanu faster Tuesday, 
30 Klaieb^ 1496. 34 H. VI. 



L E T T B R CI.— (LXXni. vol. iii. p. 295,) 

Tlie feoflTment, which Botooer appeMrs «o ansSeus about, most ptoWbly eonoenMd those laads whidi Sir John 
Fastolf intended to devote to charitable uses, as the founding of his collie, &c. Fron the aMMagenieiit of 
his accounts we see the nuuHier in which the affairs of the great men of the time were conducted, and the 
method here proposed seems the best that could be contrived for brining back his auditors to their accus- 
tooted OHMStuess. 

To mjf Master Pofton, 



Please you ta^ weet that, after due reeom- 
moidatioD, it is so that my master sendeth 
me to Iiond<m i(x the matter of Rochester as 
for divers of his own particular matters which 
concern not the law, &c. And I am like to 
tarry there till ye come, in case ye come 
within three weeks. 

Sir, at reverence of God, sith (simcr) my 
master is fully in will to renew his i^flbient, 
{take care) that it may be done by time by 
tbe surest g^und that may be had, for, be it 
never so sur^y done, it shall be thought little 



I John BadcUff, Esq. nvrmd Elisabeth, dangbter 
VA heir of Walter Lord Fitz Walker; he was in her 
Tt^i called Lcnrd Fit« Walter^ and was killed at 
Ferrybridge in 1460. 

> These were civilians and oAeers bdonging to 
the bishop's aourt. 

* Simeon FindMni, of Findian, Era., his son 
John married Agnes, daughter of oiiQ Spelmaa, of 



enou^ to keqp his land out of trouble; and 
to qnre for no counsel nor cost to make it 
sure, for a penny in season i^nt will save a 
pound. 

I communed with my brother Spyding, 
which sayeth he will do his attendance, and 
to keep it right dose of the names,' tarrying 
draw^ peril. 

And ye moved a good matter to the parson 
and to me at your last being at Caister, tibat 
my master ^lould be learned (informed) what 
his household atandeth upon yeBjifr since he 

■ III 1.^^-pyi II ■! ■■■ I I I .» ,1 

Beckerton, Esq.. I suppose ^e peiaon jbteie meo- 
tioned ; he died in 1460, and Simeon is 1458. 

^ Dame Alice Ogard was the widowof Sir Andrew 
Ogaxd, Knt., whose first wife was Margaret, the 
daughter of Sir John Clifton. Knl., ot Bok«afaam 
CaaUe. He died in 1454, and Alice, his rdiet, in 
1460. 

^ Of tile trustees named in the feoffment, I suppose 
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kept it wholly together at one place; and 
that done, then to see by the revenues of his 
yearly livelihood what may be laid and 
assigned out for that cause to maintain his 
said household, and over that, what may be 
assigned to bear out his pleas ; ^ and also to 
pay for his foreign charges,' and deeds of 
alms to a convenient sum. 

And since the greatest ordinary charge must 
be his household keeping, it were most expe- 
dient that ye would note well to remember 
specially my master to do (cause) his auditors 
cast up and make rolls of his accounts con- 
cerning the said household since he came into 
Norfolk these two years and half, which 
was never so long to do these forty winters, as 
ye know ; and it is pity that his audit is none 
otherwise in that intended ; ye must needs, if 



ye will my master know how it stand with 
him yearly of his charges, that this be done 
fintt, as it was always accustomed; my master 
will accord it to be done, but it is forgotten 
through negligence of men given to sensuality, 
as Thomas Upton, me, and others;* my 
master cannot Know whether he go backward 
or forward till this be done. 

I call not (nought) else, but ye will not for- 
get this, that the auditors go verily about it 
to an end; and Heylesdon accounts be behind 
hand for two years too, great pity is ; and it 
were (/ wish it were) yours, or in any wise 
man^s governance. At Norwich, hastily, the 
Wednnday in Easter week. 

BotoHRner. 

Norwich, Wednesday in Easter Week, 
31 March, 1456. 34 H. VI. 



LETTER CII.— (LXXIV. vol. iii. p. 299.) 

We have in this letter a continuation of Botoner*s advice concerning the management of Sir John Fastoirs 
affairs at Caister, &c., and nroper methods proposed for remedying them. He seems to think that Sir John 
Fastolf was a considerable loser by concerning himself with ships, and in merchandise, &c., and hints that 
his com and wool might be turned to better account than ezchansed for wares at Yarmouth. Hie second 
part of this letter, which concerns political matters, seems to refer to the year 1456. when the king was 
again under the management of the queen and her party. The king and his Ariends were now at Herford 
(Hereford I suppose it means), inquiring after and punishing those who had joined the Duke of York's 
army raised in Wales. 

To the right worship/ui Sir, John Paston^ Esquire, being in Norwich, in haste. 



Right worshipful Sir, after due recommend- 
ation, please you to weet that I wrote a re- 
membrance to you the day that I departed 
out of Norwich, by Richard, the parson's ser- 
vant of Blofield, concerning certain matters 
to be remembered by your wisdom for my 
master's avail, which your great wisdom can 
well understand is right needful, as one thing 
in especial, that Shipdam and Spyrling 
ought to labour, first of anything that be- 
longeth, to audit the accounts of ^e receipts 
and dispensfi (disbwsements) of my master's 
booiehold in Caister since he came last into 
Norfolk, which as well for the provisions that 
is had of his own growing as in money paid ; 
for till tiie said accounts be made ordinately 
(mtikodicalfy'), which be of a great charge 
yeuly, weet ye for certain my master shall 



' EUs law business. 

* Cauuges not eonnected with his household ac- 



never know whether he goeth backward or 
forward ; and many other accomptants, that 
maken livery (make delivery) ^Qf provisions of 
corns and cattle to the household by the 
receiver and by the bailiffs, cannot approve 
their liberates [vouchers'^ just, till the said 
household books be made up; and since it 
hath been kept ordinarily since my master 
began to keep house this fifty year almost, 
and when he hath been absent beyond sea, 
&c., it ought (to) be more readilier done and 
made up while he is present and well, the 
rather thathis household meny [retainers^ were 
not so whole together this forty year as be 
now at Caister. Also his minustres of ac- 
counts (minutes or first draughts) of his chief 
manor of Heylesdon for three years to make 
up and to examine; and I assure you full 
simply approved his wools and hiss farm. 

3 [This is a most singular accusation for Botoner 
to lay ngainst himself.] 
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And &e third is, that, so would Jesu, my 
master's auditors would faithfully and plainly 
inform my master of the truth of the yearly 
great damage he heareth in disbursing his 
money about shipping and boats, keeping an 
house up at Yarmouth to his great hann, and 
receiveth but chaffer and ware for his corns 
and wools, &c. And then must abide a long 
day to make money ; of such chaffer taking 
he shall never be monied, nor be answered 
clearly of his revenues yearly, but (unless) 
those things above said be amended betimes. 
In Lewis's days twelve years togethgjiiMp 
master was wont to lay up money jJm^i 
London and Caister, and now the *<4Apy9 
de malo in pejus. ||r 

I dare not be known of this bill, but ye 
may question and vele {feel) of the disposition 
of these matters of others, and then understand 
if I write justly or no; and ye, as of your 
motion, for my master's worship and profit, 
exhorting him, the steward, Shipdam, and 
Spyrling to take a labour and a pain that 
this be reformed. 

I pray you and require you keep this 
matter to yourself. Your Bdtoneb. 

As for novelties none cami^ but it is said 
the siege shall come to QUns : the Earl of 



Warwick* is yet at 




with the 



archbishop,' and Ihe earl's younger brother * 
is married to Sir Edmund Inglethorpe's 
daughter upon Saint Mark's day, the Earl 
of Worcester* brought about the marriage; 
the queen and the king at Herford, ^ the Lords 
Buckingham,^ Shrewsbury 7 and others there ; 
and now it is said Herbert ^ shall come in, 
and appear at Leicester before the king and 
the lords, his life granted and goods, so he 
make amends to them he hath offended ; 
many be indicted, some causelessly, which 
maketh Herbert's party stronger ; and the bur- 
gesses and gentlemen about Herford will go 
with the king, wife and child, but {unless) 
a peace be made ere the king part thence; for 
else Herbert and his affinity will acquit them 
[requite theni], as it is said. 

The Earl of Warwick hath had the folks 
of Canterbury and Sandwich before him, and 
thanked them of their good hearts, and vic- 
tualling of Calais, and prayeth them of con- 
tinuance. 

I fend a bill of the names indicted, to my 
mpsflgr uvl, you, to see and laugh at their 
WdJni maes descended of old pedigrees.* 
Our Lord be with you ; written nastily at 
London, the Ist day of May. Botoner. 

London. Saturday, Ist of May, 
1456. 34H. VI. 



LETTER cm.— (XXXI. vol. i. p. 131.) 

Tliis letter was written on Whitsan Eve, the 15th of May, in 1456. a short time after a tumult in London, 
bet-ween the inhabitants and some merchants of Lombardy. The court supposed the Duke of York's 
partv to have encouraged it, and, by the report of Lord Beaumont being slain and the Earl of Warwick 
much hurt, (I suppose in this tumult,) it appears at least that the leaders of each party were drawn into 
it when it did happen, although no previous plan might be laid by either party for that purpose . But as 
the report was false of cither of these noblemen being killed or wounded, so possibly neitner might be 
present in the tumult. 

To my Master Paston, 



Worshipful Sir and my good master, I re- 
commend me to you ; this day I came home, 

» Richard Nevile Earl of Warwick. 

3 Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Lord Chancellor. 

' John Nevile, afterwards Marquis Montague, 
married Isabel, daughter and heir of Sir Edmuud 
Ingoldesthorpe, of Burgh Green in Cambridgeshire, 
by his wife Jane, sister, and at length co-heir of John 
Lord Tiptoft, first Earl of Worcester. He was slain 
in the battle of Bamet in 1471. 

* John Tiptoft was created Earl of Worcester in 
1449, and in Edward IVth's reign elected a Knight 
of the Garter. During that king's deposition in 1 470, 
the Earl of Warwick obtained in parliament tliat 
Worcester should be beheaded. 



and as to our matters, I shall be with you 
on Monday and Tuesday next by my master's 

^ This must mean Hereford. 

* Humphrey Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, killed 
at the battle of Nor&ampton in 1460. 

'' John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, he was Lord 
Treasurer, and fell at the battle of Northampton, 
set. 49. 

^ Sir William Herbert, knight, had greatly assisted 
the Duke of York in raising forces, and ever con- 
tinuing a steady Yorkist, often contended against the 
Lancastrians. He was afterwards deservedly in favour 
with Edward IV., and by him was created Earl of 
Pembroke ; he was taken prisoner at the battle of 
Banbury in 1469, and beheaded by the rebels. 

* [TIus list does not appear.] 

6 
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escaped when last summoned; but it may be supposed, that, on a meeting or consultation between him and 
the Duke of York, it was determined that they would both attend. All our historians agree that they 
came, though accompanied with armed followers ; and the next letter written by William of Worcester, 
and dated 1st of February, mentions Uiese noblemen as then arrived; so that very soon after sending away 
this letter the Earl must have altered his plan. In consequence of this attendance a public and spedoua 
reconciliation took place, about the latter end of March or the beginning of AprU ; and in a j^roceasion to 
St. Faul's Church, the Earl of Salisbury went hand in hand with the Duke of Somerset, immediately 
before the king. 

The direction of this letter firom an avowed Yorkist is very particular, and being written to a nobleman 
in office about the king's person, snd a strict adherent to the House of Lancaster, the friendly address may 
justly be suspected of wantiiu^ sincerity ; but both these noblemen being Knights Companions of the most 
uoble Order of the Garter, this brotherly mode of address was usual. 

7b the right worshipful, and, with all mine heart, rigid entirely well-beloved brother, the 

Fiecount Beatimont, 



Right worshipful, and, with all mine hearty 
right entirely well-beloved brother, I reco 
mend me unto you; and for so much as, 
the king's most noblest letters, brought 
late by Hagerston, one of the grooms of his 
chamber, I am desired to come unto his 
highness to London. 

Whereunto for such grievous disease and 
infirmities as it hath liked our lord to visit 
me with, whereof Robert Danby can at laige 
declare unto you, I can ne i^owAi)M[{^!§W) 
dispose me ; without feynyng (j&n*"!^ hj 
the truth I owe unto the king, biSwnMteeliy 
I doubt not I should not recover [d^lfftfj days 
of my life such hurt as, by the reason of the 
said disease, would grow unto me ; the which 
hath right fervently and sore holden me in 
many diverse behalves, so that sith (since) my 
last coming from London, I had not by the 
space of six days together my health. 

Wherefore, brother, I pray you with all 




hole heart, that it like you to call 
the said Robert Danby, and to 
him the very truth in the premises ; 
Igd fhereupon to be my good and tender 
jttoyen (mean^, as by your wisdom can best 
be thought convenable unto the king's good 
Efface, for the excuse of my none coming; 
praying you heartily to certify me by comers 
between, such tidings as ye shall have in 
those parts, with other your good pleasure to 
be performed at my power, as knoweth our 
LokL to whom I beseech to ever have you in 
his luessed protection and keeping. 

Writtea at Sheriff Hutton, the 24th day of 
Januaiy. 
Your true brQJIber, which prayeth you 

heartily to c^eiise me to the king's high- 



ness. 



R. Salisbury.^ 



Sheriff Hutton, Tuesday 24th of January, 
1457-8. 36 H. VI. 




'/PQ^^^^' 



» Richard Nevile, Earl of Salisbury, father of the 
Earl of Warwick, was a principal promoter of the 
Duke of York's pretensions; he was a nobleman of 
great character, and of consummate prudence and 
abilities ; but being taken prisoner at the battle of 
Wakefield, in December, 1460, he was beheaded. 



The conclusion ffrom the words '* Yortrew," &c.) 
and signature of wis letter are written by the Earl 
himself, the other parts of it by his secretary. We 
have given above a fac-simile of the concluding part 
of this letter in the hand-writing of the Earl. 
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LETTER CIX.-^XXXVIL vol. i. p. 151.) 



[This letter is from Botoner (Worcester) 
to Sir John Fastolf, and narrates some law 
proceedings of no consequence, and a few 



political matters, either well known, or of 
no interest.] 



LETTER ex.— (LXXV. vol. iu. p. 305.) 

At a time vhen Uie kingdom was in a state of constant alarm from the civil contentions between the White 
and Red Roses, it is not to be wondered at that the coasts were neglected, and tiiat the enemies of Kngland 
took advantage of this neglect by pillaging the inhabitants near the shores. These coasts were likewise 
exposed to the enemy in 1449, see Letter xxiii.p. 16. 

To John Paston, dwelUny in the Inner Inn of the Temple, at London, he this letter delivered 

in hatte. 

Son, I greet you, and send you God's bless- 
ing and mine; as for my daughter your 
wife, she fareth well, blessed be Grod ! as a 
woman in her plight may do, and all your 
sons and daughters. 

And forasmuch as ye will send me no 
tidings, I send you such as be in this coiuitry ; 
Richard Lynsted came this day from Paston ^ 
and let me weet, that on Satiurday last past, 
Dravell, half-brother to Warren Harman, 
was taken with enemies, walking by the sea- 
side, and (/A«y) have him forth with them ; 
and they took two pilgrims,' a man and a 
woman, and they robbed the woman and let 
her go, and led the man to the sea; and when 
they knew he was a pilgrim, they gave him 
money, and set him again on the land ; and 
they have this week taken four vessels off 
Winterton, and Happesburgh and Eccles. 

Men be sore afraid for taking of me, for 



there be ten great vessels of the enemy's; 
God give grace that the sea may be better 
kept than it is now, or else it shall be a 
perilous dwelling by the sea-coast. 

I pray you greet well your brethren, and 
say (teU) them that I send them God's bless- 
ing and mine, and say William that if Janet 
Lauton be not paid for the crimson coat which 
Alson [Alison or Alice'] Crane* wrote to her for 
in her own name, that then he pay her, and see 
Alson Crane's name stricken out of her book, 
for she saith she will ask no man the money 
but Alson Crane. And I pray you that ye 
will remember the letter that I sent you last, 
and God be with you. 

Written at Norwich, the Wednesday next 
before St. Gregory (12/A March), 

By your mother, Agnes Paston. 

Norwich, Wednesday, 8th March, 
1457-8. 36H.VI. 



LETTER CXI.--(XXXVIII. vol. i. p. 155.; 

This letter gives us an account of those noblemen who came to London in consequence of the king's letters, 
requesting their attendance, in order to establish a reconciliation between both parties. It appears that 
each party had a separate council, tihe lords who were friends to the king, being lodged without the city, 
meeting at the White Friars; and those in the Duke of York's interest, being lodged within the city, at 
the Black Friars. The reason given is—their mutual convenience; the real one, perhaps— political; though 
as the meetings were held at different times of the day, the lords of each party might be present. Holinshed 
says, that the king's friends met in the Chapter House in Westminster. 

To my Master Fastolf, at Caister, in haste. 

Like it your mastership to weet, that as for 
tidings, the council is, the forenoon, at the 

' Paston is situated exactly on the north-east 
point of the NorfoUc coast. 

3 We have here an instance of the respect paid to 
pilgrims ; for \fB find as soon as the man carried aboard 
the ships was uuiwn by the commander to be on ]^il- 
grimage, he was dismissed, and set on shore with 



Black Friars, for the ease of resorting of the 
lords that are within the town ; and, at after- 
money in his pocket, which probably might be given 
to him as a recompense tat what the sailors had 
taken ftrom the woman on shore, or to defray the 
expenses of his pilgrimage. 

' This was probably a daughter of Robert Crane, 
of Stonham, in Suffolk. 
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noon, at the White Friara in Fleet-street, for 
the lords without the town ; and all things shall 
come to a good conclusion with God's grace ; 
for the king shall come hither this week, and 
the queen £dso, as some men say, and my Lords 
Buckingham,^ and Stafford' with her, and 
much people. 

My Lord of Canterbury* taketh great 
pain upon him daily, and will write unto 
you the certainty of such tidings as fall ; and 
should have done ere this time, save for that 
he would know an end of the matter. 

Other tidings here are none, save my Lord 
of Exeter is displeased that the Earl of 
Warwick shall keep the sea, and hath there- 
fore received this week 1000/. of the Hanaper.* 



The mestengerwas on horseback when I 
wrote you this bill, and therefore it was done 
in haste, and our Lord Jesu keep you. 
Written at London the Wednesday after 
Midlent.» 

And my Lord of Canterbury told me that 
the Frenchmen" have been before you, and 
that ye shot many guns, and so he told all 
the lords. I have desired him to move the 
council for refreshing of the town of Yarmouth 
with stuff of ordnance, and guns and gun- 
powder, and he said he would. 

Your humble servant, 

John Bocking. 

London, Wednesday, I5th of March, 
1457-8. 36 H. VL 



LETTER CXIL— (LXXVI. vol. iii. p. 309.) 

have given this long letter to show the means used to tamper wifli sheriffs and under-dieriflh, tiiat jwIm 
might be returned favourable to the cause of those who had influenced the rptuming oflfioer; this eonvecsA- 
tion is a very carious one, and exhibits care, caution, and finesse on both ndea. We are happy in living in 
times when neither the crown improperly interferes in matters of trial by jury, nor are any of our shenflb 
in Uiis age ever accused of paekinc a jury to oblige particular narties. liie stream of justice runs pore aadL 
cleai^-^may it ever continue sol This Irtter was most probably written between the yearn 1457 and 14<0 
(see Letters cxiv. and cxv.)* as Lord Moljms was a Lancastrian, and beheaded early in the reign 
of Edward IV., when, from tibe letters here referred to, it appears there were matters of property m 
dispute between this nobleman and J. Puton. The sherifb for the eounties of Norfolk and Snflfolk for flie 
follbvdnK years were, for 1457 Richard Bothe, for 1458 Giles de Saintloe, 1459 William de Callhorpe, and 
1460 Philip Wentworth ; it was with one of these, therefore, that this conversation passed. The manner In 
which our nobles travelled in this age is here pointed out. [Sir John Fenn, we think, is too apt to eon- 
found attempts with deeds in order to depreciate our ancestors unduly. In this case we have au agent of 
Paston's writing an account to his employer of his interview with the sheriff, apparently an intimate friend 
of Paston*s. Tne agent's guesses are worth nothing ; and what are the facts ? The sheriff refuses a present 
for something he had done, and only consents at last that it shall be left till he and Pastou meet; he 
declares "he took never no money of none of them all;" and "he trusty th to Godde to inpanell 
seche men as shuln to hise knowlech'e be indeferent, and non comon juro's." And what does the tampering 
appear to amount to ? The want of the date of the year to so many of the letters makes it difficult to be 

firecise in the chronological arrangement, but there is no reason to doubt that this and the following 
etter, and those alluded to of Lord Molyns, all refer to the same matter — ^namely, a case of disputed right 
of possession, in which even at the present day it is not uncustomary to have resort to force, though not 
quite of so rough a character as was in use in an age when men were compelled by law and necoBsitv to be 
exercised in arms. We have tiicrefore in this instance brought the letters together which Fenn had sepa- 
rated. The ftivour asked appears to refer to proceedings against Lord Molyns' i>arty for a riot, to which 
the sheriff replies, it is the king's matter, and not Paston's, bnt he shall have a fair jury; the bribe seems 
to have been a bond of indemnity (a custom yet in disputed cases), which he declines, as it cannot be made 
large enough to make him entirely safe. There is thus very slight evidenee of an attempt to bribe, and we 
think strong proof of its rejection if offered, and a determinatign to let tiie law take its fair course between 






HmBphnrv Stafford, Duke of Buckinghamf was 
I in this biotle of Northampton in 1460. 
Hsnnrfllaflbrd, Earl of Stafford, grandson to the 
(• of BttBldBgham, sooeeeded him in 1460 ; and 
Iha prfawlpal inatnimeiit in raising Rfchard III . 
- JSOMt Imt afteiwards plotting against him, he 
«rafsd to retire tnm eourt. and eonoeal him- 
I vhtn boliif treaofaeroosly betiayed, he was 
tad bwiMded without any fbrm of trial in 1488. 



• (Thomas Bourchier. See letter xciv.] 

* The Hanaper was the office where the king's 
treasures were Kept, and was at this time, I believe, 
another name tax the Exdiequer. 

^ The first Sunday in Lent happened in the year 
1457-8 on the 19th of February, and Miaient 
Sunday on the Ifth of March. 

s During the year 1457, the French made several 
attempts upon om coast, but witibout mitdi effect. 
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both. The cufltom of partiet addretsing the acting oflBeer or Uie judges was bad, no doubt, but it does not 
of itself make out corruption. We consider this psoriod much more free from such a reproach than 
the later one, extending from the time of James I. tOl some years after the accession of tne House of 
Hanover.] 

7b my r^fkt reverend and wonStipfkU nuutery Jtkn Paston, be Hut delivered. 



Please it your mastenlup to weet, that I 
have spoken with the sheriff at hu place, 
moving to him, as for that that was left with 
his under-sheriff, it is your will he should send 
a man of his for it ; for though it were mor^ 
ye would gladly he should take it; he 
thanked you, and said his under-shoriff was 
at London, and himself had none deserved, 
and if he had he would have taken it. And 
when I departed from him I desired him 
again to send therefore, and then he said 
it should ahide till ye came home, whereby 
I conceive he would have it, and be glad 
to take it. Moreover I remembered him of 
his promises made before to you at London, 
when he took his oath and charge, and that 
ye were with him when he took his oath, and 
other divers times; and for the promises 
made by him to you at that time, and other 
times at the oyer determinej: at Lynn, ye 
proposed you by the trust that ye have in 
nim for to attempt and rear actions that 
should be to Ihe avail of him and of his 
office;^ he would have known what the 
actions should be; I said I could not tell 
him, and then he said he would do for you 
that he may, except for the acquittal of the 
XiOrd Molyns^ men, insomuch as the king 
hath written to him for to show favour to the 
Lord Molyns and his men, and as he saith 
the indictment longeth {behngeth) to tiie 
king and not to you, and the Lord Molyns 
(is) a great lord.' Also, as he saith, now 
late the Lord Molyns hath sent him a letter, 
and my Lord of Norfolk another, for to show 
favour in these indictments, he dare not 
abide the jeopardy of that that he should 
offend the king's commandment, he know 
not how the king may be informed of him, 
and what shall be said to him. 

1 [Tlieae were actions nropoaed to be raised by the 
sheriff against Lord Molyns' men, as common 
rioters.] 

* jThis does not imply improper interference, but 
tlMtt Lord Molyns had told his story, which was of 
course favourable to himself, and such as to cause 
the king to write to flie sheriff not to allow of in- 
dictments in what was properly a civil suit.] 



And then I said, as for any jeopardy that 
he should abide in anything that he doth for 
you, or by your desire, ye have offered him, 
and will perform if^ sufficient surety for to save 
him harmless, and therefore I supposed there 
would none reasonable man think but that 
he might do for you without any jeopardy f 
and then he said he might none surety take 
that passed an hundred pounds; and die 
Lord Molyns is a great lord, he might soon 
cause him to lose liiat and much more; then 
I said, by that mean in default of a sheriff 
every man may be put from his livelihood ; 
and then he said, if it were for the livelihood 
men would take them the nearer for to abide 
a jeopardy, but by his faith, as he swore, ir 
tlie king wrote again to him he will no- 
longer abide the jeopardy of the kingV 
writing, but he trustem to God to impannel- 
such men as Should to his knowledge be in- 
different, and none common jurors. 

As me seemeth it would do good and ye 
would get a omnmandment of the king to the - 
sheriff for to show you favour, and to impannel 
gentlemen, and not for to favour none such 
riots, &c. ; for he said that he sent you the 
letter tiiat the king sent him, and ye said a ■ 
man should get such (an) one for a noble- 
(6#. 8rf.).* 

Item, I remembered him of the promises: 
that he made to Tymperley, and that if he* 
would make you very true promise ye? 
would reward him as much as he would 
desire, or any other reasonable man for him, 
and as much or more than any adversary ye 
have would give him ; then he said he took 
never no money of not» of them all ; thoe 
was proffered him at Walsingham for the 
Lord Molyns twenty nobles (6/. 139. 4d.), 
he had not a penny; moreover I proffered 

* [This shows that the jeooardy of offending the 
king's commandment was merely legal and pecuniary.] 

* [Another proof of the little importance of ttie 
king's interference, and of the one-sidedness of 
Fteton's wi^es, " non aeehe riotts" were to be 
fiivoured in Lord Molyns; though Uie IbUowing 
letter ttom Agnes Pkston evinces no disinclination to 
resort to the same means-] 
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him, if be would make you promise tiiat ye 
mig;ht verily trust upon him, ye would give him 
in hand as he would desire, or to leave a sum 
if he would have named it in a mean (middle) 
man's hand, and such as he hath trust to; 
and then he said, if he might do for you, or 
if he do anything for you, then he will take 
your money with a good will ; and other 

Eromise 1 could not have of him, but that 
e would do for you all that he may, except 
for the indictments; I conceive verily be 
hath made promise to do his part that they 
shall be acquitted, but I suppose he halh 
made none other promise against you for the 
livelihood, but he looketh after a great bribe, 
but it is not for to trust him verily without 
that he may not choose \that he cannot help.'] ^ 
I suppose he had no writing from my Lord 
of Norfolk as he said. 



I was at Framlingham for to have spoken 
with Tymperley, Debenham, or Berry, and 
they were all out; my lord as he came from 
London he was at Ipswich on Monday, and 
when he (came') without the town towards 
Framlingham, he had all his men ride forth 
afore a great pace, for he would follow softly, 
and when his men were out of sight, he rode 
with five men to an esquire's place of hisihere- 
by, and on Tuesday rode my lady to him, and 
so I did nought at Framlingham. No more 
at this time, but Almighty Jesu speed you, 
and have you in his keeping. Written at 
Norwich, the Thursday next after Saint 
Austin, &c. (28/A August.) 

By your servant, 

John Osbebn. 

Norwich, August, between 1457 and 1460. 
85 and 39 H. VI. 



LETTER CXIIL— (LXXVn. vol. iii. p. 315.) 

The direction of this curious letter is obliterated, but it is plainly firom Margaret Paston to her husband ; and 
the paper is likewise so completely filled with writing that she has not even either subscribed or dated it ; 
but by the mentioning of Sir John Fastolf, it must have been written before 1459. We have here a par- 
ticulsir account of tibe offensive weapons used in the castles, and even in the common houses of the inferior 
-people, who seemed to have lived in a continued state of warftre with their neighbours, and to be prepared 
*to oppose force by force. We can firom this account likewise form a judgment for what purposes the 
embrasures now remaining in ancient buildings were intended ; and Arom tneir heights and dimensions 
xietermine whether they were to shoot through with arrows, or to fire through with guns. 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, 



/Right worshipful husband, I recommend 
•me to you, and pray you to get some cross- 
bows and wyiidacs, ' (windlasses) to bind 
them with and quarrels,^ for your houses 
Lere be so low that there may none man 
shoot out with no long bow, though we had 
mever so much need. 

I suppose ye should have such things of 
vSir John Fastolf if ye would send to him ; 
and also I would ye should get two or three 
short pole-axes to keep with [in] doors, and as 
many jackets and (if) ye may. 

Partrich and his fellowship are sore afraid 
that ye would enter again upon them, and 
they have made great ordinance within the 
house, and it is told me they have made 
bars to bar the doors crosswise, and they have 

* (This is merely an opinion, and proves nothing.] 
^ Windacs are what we now call grappling-irons, 
with whicli the bow-string is drawn home. 
' An arrow with a square head. 



made wickets on every quarter of the house to 
shoot out at, both with bows and with hand- 
guns: and the holes that be made from hand- 
guns they be scarce knee high from the plancher 
(floor), and of such holes be made five, there can 
none man shootout at them with no hand-bows. 
Purry fell in fellowship with William 
Hasard at Quarles's, and told him that he 
would come and drink with Partrich and 
with him, and he said he should be welcome, 
and after noon he went thither for to espy 
what they dedyn (had done), and what fellow- 
ship they had with them ; and when he came 
thither the doors were fast sperred \boUef£] * 
and there were none folks with them but 
Maryoth, and Capron and his wife, and 
Quarles s wife, and another man in a black ^ 

< [Orig. " sperid."Feen translates " speared." and 
explains " shut."] 

» [A black — mourning. Black is used by Massinger 
and other dramatic poets in this sense frequently J 
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yed (went) somewhat baiting, I suppose by 
his words that it was Norfolk of Gimming- 
ham; and the said Purry espied all these 
foresaid things. 

And Maryoth and his fellowship had much 
great language that shall be told you when 
ye come home. 

I pray you that ye will vouchsafe to do 
buy for me one lb. of almonds and one lb. of 
sugar, and that ye will do buy some frieze 
to make of your children's gowns, ye shall 
have best cheap and best choice of Hays^s wife 



as it is told me. And that ye will buy a yard of 
broad cloth of black for one hood for me of 
4id, or four shillings a- yard, for there is neitiier 
good cloth nor good frieze in this town. ' As 
for the children's gowns and (if) I have 
them, I will do them maken (have them 
made.) 

The Trinity have you in his keeping, and 
send you good speed in all your matters. 

Maboabet Paston. 

No date, but before 
1459. 37 H. VI. 



LETTER CXIV.— (XUX. vol. i. p. 193.) 
Jh my trusty and well hehved, the vicary and tenants of my Lordship of Gresham. 



Trusty and well-beloved friends, I greet you 
well, and put you all out of doubt for all 
that ye have done for me; and the money 
that ye pay to my well-beloved servant John 
Partrich I will be your warrant as for your dis- 
charge, and save you harmless against all 
those that would grieve you to my power. 

And as heartily as I can, I thank you of 
the good will ye have had and have towards 
me ; and as to the title of right that I have 
to the lordship of Gresham (it) shall within 



short time be knoMm, and by the law so de- 
termined that ye shall all be glad that hath 
ought me your good will therein. 

And Almighty God keep you, and by his 
grace I shall be with you soon after the par- 
liament is ended. 

Written at London, on Our Lady*s even last 
past. 

ROBEBT HUNGEBFOSD, LOBD MOLYNS. 

21st of March, 
before 1460. 39H.VL 



LETTER CXV.— (XLVIII. vol. i. p. 191.) 

Robert Hungerford, Loid Molyns, attached himself to the House of Lancaster, and was beheaded in the be- 
ginningof the reigu of Edwaid IV., and thoush this letter has no date, I should supnoae it m^ht be written 
between 1457 and 1460, when the Bishop of Winchester was liOrd Chancellor, especially as Lord Molyns pays 
so much attention to the bishop's recommendation. TThis and Uie preceding letter have been transposed 
from the order in which they are placed by Fenn. in order, as they have no certain dates, but treat of the 
same aflFair as the foregoing letters, to bring the whole together. They also confirm what we have already stated 
as to the course of Jusoee, as we see in Uie present letter that Paston applies to the Bishop of Winchester, then 
Lord Chancellor, for a private settlement of grievances betwixt himself and Lord Molyns, to which the latter 
consents.] 

To the worshipful Father in God, and my right good Lord, the Bishop of Winchester.^ 

should be had betwixt his counsel and mine 



WoBSHiPFUL father in God, and my right 
good lord, as heartily as I can I recommend 
me to your good lordship, to the which please 
it to weet that I have received your letter ; 
by the which I understand the daily suit to 
your lordship as of Paston, as for the matter 
betwixt him and me, wherein also I feel that 
he is willed &at communication and treaty 

1 William de Waynfleet or Patten, Provost of Eton, 
was appoiiUed Bishop of Winchester in 1447, and 
contimMd bishop of that see till 1486. having just 
lived to see the Une of Lancaster reasoend the throne, 
to whidi he bad always been a faithftil subject. 



now at Midsummer ; to the which, my lord, 
I am at the reverence of your lordship well 
agreed, and have sent to my counsel at 
Ix>ndon, after the seeing of this your last 
letter, as for the treaty betwixt him and me, 
and that they should give full attendance 
to the end of the matter between the said 
Paston and me as though I were present with 
them. 

And, my lord, it were too great a thing, 
and it lay in my power, but I would do at 
the reverence of your lordship, unless that it 
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ihould burt me too greatly; which I wote 
(know) well your lordship would never de- 
iire. 

And God for his mercy have you, right 
worshipful father in God, and my right good 
lord, in his blessed keeping. 



Written with mine own chancery hand in 
haste, the 13tfa day of June, at Teffont 

Very heartily, your Molyns. 

Teffont. in Wiltshire. 13th of June, 

between 1457 and 1460. 

35a&d39H.VL 



LETTER CXVI.— (XXXIX. vol. i. p. 157.) 

The beginning of tliis letter, after the usual conunendatiom, vefera to a maniage that seemed in agiftation for the 
writer ; the other part gives a most particular and curious account of a sea-engagement, in wnicfh ttie writer 
was present and bore a part, between ^e Earl of Warwidc sod Ae Spaniards ; about which our historians are 
much divided, as to what nation the ships taken belonged, &e. From this aothentic narrative it appears that the 
Earl took six of the trading diips of Spain, and thni was obBged to retreat, and secure them and himself in 
Calais; the immediate exoiaage of priaonets is a eurimM piece of inteUigenoe. This battle was fought on 
Monday the 29th of May, 1458. 36 H. VI. Holinshed says this sea-engagement was fought about Mid- 
summer 1459, &3C. A CSommission of Inqniry eoaoemingtiiiaengagcmeat was gxanfced in July, 1456. 



Unto nuf right warduj^ul ootmug Margaret PattoHj this letter be delivered in hatte, * 



RiQHT worshipful, and my most best-beloved 
mistress and cousin, I recommend me unto 
you as lowly as I may, evermore desiring to 
near of your good welfare; the which I 
beseech Almighty Jesu to preserve you, and 
keep you to his pleasure, and to your gracious 
heart's desire. 

And if it please you to hear of my welfare, 
I was in good hele (heaUK) at the making of 
this letter, blessed be Grod; praying you, that 
it please you for to send me word, if my 
fi&ther were at Norwich with you at this 
Trinity mass or no, and how the matter doth 
between my mistress Blanch Witchingham 
and me ; and if ye suppose that it shail be 
brought about or no, and how ye feel my 
father, if he be well willing thereto or no ; 
praying you lowly that I may be recom- 
mended lowly unto my mistress, Arblaster's 
wife, and unto my mistress Blanch her daugh- 
terepeciaUy. 

Right worshipful cousin, if it please you 
for to hear of such tidings as we nave here, 
the basset (embassy) of Burgundy shall come 
to Calais the Satiuday after Corpus Christi 
day, as men say five hundred horse of them. 

Moreover, on Trinity Sunday in the morn- 
ing, came tidings unto my Lord of Warwick, 
that there were 28 sail of Spaniards^ (hi the 
sea, and whereof there was sixteen great ships 
of forecastle; and then my lord went, and 

I [Fenn in mistake has here printed ships.] 



manned five ships of forecastle' and three 
carvells' and four spynnes;^ and on the 
Monday, in die morning after Trinity Skmday, 
we met together afore Calais at four at the 
clock in the morning, and fought together 
till ten at the clock ; and there we took tiz 
of their ships, and they slew of our meo 
about fourscore, and hurt a 200 of us right 
sore ; and there were slain on their part about 
120, and hurt a 500 of them. 

Aind happed me, at the first aboarding of 
OS, we took a ship of 300 ton, and I was left 
thorein, and twenty-three men with me ; and 
they fought so sore that our men were fkin to 
leave them, and go th^ and then come they 
and aboarded the ihip that I was in, and 
there I was taken, and was prisoner with them 
six hours, and was delivered again for their 
men that were taken before; and, as men say, 
there was not so great a battle upon the sea 
this forty winters : and forsooth we were well 
and truly beat, and my lord hath sent for 
mwe ships, and like to fight together again in 
haste. 

No nunre I write unto you at Uiis time, but 

' Ships of forecastle were diips wifli fbrestases, and 
carried about <me hundrad and fifty men each ; tiiey 
were the largestships thai in use. A barge carried 
about eighty men, and a balynaer idmut forty. 

3 Carvels wevftsU^ of a midilftsize. 

* ^pinneSf or pionaces, orried about twenty-five 
men each. 

^ These words are stru(^ acnMs in the original 
letter. 
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that it pleaie you for to recommend me onto 
my right reverend and worshipful cousin your 
hushand, and mine uncle Goumay, and to 
mine aunt his wife, and to all good masters 
and friends where it shall please you ; and 
after the writing I have from you I shall he 
at you in all haste. 



Wiritten on Corpus Christi day ^ in great 
haste. 

By your own humble servant and cousin, 

John Jebnyngan * 

Calais, Corpus Chriati day, 
Thuxaday. 1st June, 
1458, 86 H. YI. 



LETTER CXVII.— (XL. vol. i. p. 163.) 

I have given tliis letter as comlainiQg aeveral promotions to ofieea in tiie atafee, bat I cannot ascertain the date. 
It must have been, I think, in the latter part of Uie reign of Henry VI. Sir Tliomas Stanley died in 1458 or 
1459. He wasaoceeeded by his aoBSirThomas, who, in 1461, wascrealedLoid Stanley. 



To my Muter Peuton, 



I XECOMifENDme luito your good mastership, 
and as for tidings, Arblaster came home to 
my lord on Monday at supper time ; and my 
master Daniel is steward of the Duchy ii 
Lancaster beyond Trent, and Arblaster saith, 
he hath made me his unider-fteward. 

And as for the chamberlainship of England, 
the Lord Beaumont hath it, and the Lord 
Rivers {it) constable of England. 

As for the Duchy on this side Trent, Sir 
Thomas Todenham had a joint patent with 
the Duke of Suffolk, which, if it be resumed, 
Sir Thomas Stanley hath a bill ready en- 
dorsed thereof 



My lord will not to Leicester. Mymaster 
Daniel destretfa you thither. I shall ride 
thith«arward on Friday by times. 

Written in haste at Winch, the ISdi day 
of May. 

I pray you to think upon my matter to my 
mistress your wife for my miirtress Anne, for 
in good £uth I have fully conquered my 
lady since ye went, so that I have her pro- 
mise to be my good lady; and that she shall 
help me by the £udi of her body. 

Your servant, Dbwtbs. 

Wineh, ISfii of May, 
145—, H. YI. 



LETTER CXVIII.— (LXXVIIL voL iu. p. 319.) 

This letter appears to be written between jest and earnest, he laments the smallness of his ahindiiy wasea, and 
aeena to lunt tlMtt his maalar. Sir John Faatolf, would be willing to provide for him if he could do it at 
the expense of another. The date ia unoertaia and immaterial, though it must be bafiue 1459. 38 H. YL 

7b My Matter Patton, H, R, 

And whereas ye of your pleasure write me 
or call me Master Worcester, I pray and re- 
quire you forget that name of mastership, for 
I am not amended by my master of a far- 
thing in certainty, but of wages of household 
in common entant comme nous plaira f by 
Worcester or Botoner I have five shillings 
yearly, all costi borne, to help to pay for 



Atteb due recommendation with my simple 
service preceding, please your mastership to 
weet, that as to such remembrance that ye 
desire me to continue forth, to the uttermost 
I shall, with good will, so as my master will 
license me, as oft as I can, the officer to have 
leisure to be with me, for ye know well I 
cannot do it alone, &c. 



1 Isalwayaon the Thursday after Trinity Sunday 
whioh fell this year on the «8th of May. 

' The fiunily of Jem£»an. or Jemingham, has been 
a fttmily of distfawtion, in Norfolk acKl Suffolk, ever 
since die Conquest, and at present flourishes at Cossfty 
in Norfolk. [Now Lords Stafford. 1840.] JohnJer- 
negaa appears to have had a command in this engage- 
ment : he waathfi aon <tf John Jemegan, who died 1474. 



* {The original is "but of waga of houaold in 
eomume (estaunt eome nowa plaira) ;** we ahould 
prefer, inatead of Fenn'a reading, "but of wages 
of household in common as mudi (atttcmf) aa 
we please;** Hiat is, he had little or no salary, 
but plenty to eat and drink ; was treated like a 
menial, and not as a gentleman and aeholar aa he 
was.] 
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> bonnets that I lose ; I told so my master this 
week, and he said [told] me yesterday, he 
wished me to have been a priest so I had 
been disposed, to have given me a living by 
reason {means) of a benefice, that another 
man must give it, as the bishop, but (if) he 
would ; and so I indure inter egenos ut ser^ 
yus ad aratrum. 

Forgive me, I write to make you laugh; 



and our Lord bring my master into a better 
mood for others as (weU as) for me. At 
Caister, the thid day of September. 

I pray you displeasure not your servant 
be so long, for my master letted him. 

Your 



W. WOBCESTER. 



Caister, 2d of September, 
before 1459. 38 H. VL 



LETTER CXIX.— (LXXIX. Iv. iii. p. 3o21.) 

We see that in the age here mentioned, venison was a present wortiiy acceptance from a nobleman to a great 
commoner, and a Knight of the Garter. It might have been supposed, from the large possessions of Sir 
John Fastolf in Norfolk and Suffolk, that a park had been a part of them, but from we circumstance hoe 
mentioned it certainly was not. [This deduction does not appear quite certain, though it may have been so.] 
John de Verc, the Earl of Oxford, from whom this present of^venison came, married EUzabetli, the daughter 
and heir of Sir John Howard, Knight, of Wigenhall St. German's, in NorfoUc : by her he became posseaml of 
a considerable property in that county. " Master" appears firom this letter to bie a title of distinction whidi 
William Worcester wiwes to dispense with, as it does not contribute to affording him larger wages from his 
master. Sir J. Fastolf^ — That seems to be the meaning of what occurs in this letter [and in the precedingl. 

To my master, John Paston, Esq., be this delivered. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you, and my master heartily thanketh you 
for the venison that ye sent him from my 
Lord of Oxford, and prayeth you that he 
may be recommended to his noble lordship. 
And God thank you for your special remem- 
brance of my matter that ye have it so ten- 
derly to heart, for ye may know well the 
good speed of that is my welfare, and the 
contrary is my utter undoing. 

I have sent to John Porter to weet verily 
how it standeth with him, as ye shall weet 
the certainty this week; as for the matter 
written to John Bocking he hath rad (read) 
his letter, and will remember your desire, 
and also of William Jenney's coming, in case 
he know of it rather than ye. 

And my master heard the substance of 
your letter read, and liked it right well ; and 



as for the matter of Worcester's remembrance, 
he shall give his attendance thereto in that he 
can. 

And where ye call him master, he is dis- 
pleased with tiiat name, for he may spend 5«. 
yearly more by the name of Worcester or 
Botoner, and by his master not a farthing in 
certainty, he prayeth you (to) forget it. 

I pray God keep you. Written at Caister, 
hastily, the 2nd day of September. 

Your own 
T. Howes. 

Item, in case Jankyn be whole [well'] my 

Lord of Norfolk hath granted (him) by mean 

of Robert Wingfield to be in my said lord's 

household, as my master hath it by letter 

from Wingfield. 

Caister, 2d of September, 
before 1459. 38 H. VI. 



LETTER CXX.— (XLI. vol. i. p. 165.) 

We here see the anxiety of an old man, wishing, according to the superstition of the time, to be permitted to 
found a college to the health of his soul, and his future happiness. [The impediments of which he complains 
arose from the very judicious law, called the Statute of Mortmain, to prevent lands from becoming inalienable 
in corporations, amd whidi, under certain modifications, still exists. Sir John's intentions were not effected.] 

7b the worshipful^ and my right well-beloved cousin^ John Pcuton, at the Temple, or to WiUiam 

Barker, at Southwark, be this delivered. 



WcttiBiPFUL cousin, I commend me to you, 
and wlMraas I late wrote unto you, in a letter 



by Henry Hansson, for the foundation of my 
college ; I am sore set thereupon ; and that is 
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the cause I write now, to remember you again 
to move my Lords of Canterbury^ and 
Winchester' for the licence to be obtained, 
that I might have the amortizing without any 
great fine ; in recompense of my long service 
continued and done unto the king and to his 
noble father, whom God assoil, and never yet 
guerdoned (recompensed) or rewarded. 

And now since I have ordained to make 
the king founder, and ever to be prayed for ; 
and for his right noble progenitors, his father 
and uncles, methinketh 1 should not be denied 
of my desire, but the rather to be remembered 
and sped. 



Wherefore, as I wrote unto you, I pray you 
acquaint me and you, for the rather speed 
hereof,' with a chaplain of my Lord of Can- 
terbury, that in your absence may remember 
me, and in likewise with my Lord Chancel- 
lor ; for seeing the king's disposition, and also 
his, unto the edifying of God's service, it 
might in no better time be moved, &c. 

My Lord of Norfolk is removed from 
Framlingham on foot to go to Walsingham, 
and daily I wait that he would come hither. 
Your cousin, John Fastolf. 

CaistCT. 18th of November, 

before 1459. 38 H. VI. 



LETTER CXXI.— (XUI. vol. i. p. 167.) 

[This letter cuiioosly illustrates the preceding.] It is a generally received opinion that the priests were the most 
exorbitant in their demands on every occasion ; but here it seems otherwise, for the king (or hu ministert) 
required 500 marks for a licence for every 100 marks [annual rent ?] that were intended to be settled in mort- 
main. It appears, however, by this letter, that contracts might be made with the abbots, &c. on much more 
moderate terms, for the performance of masses, &c., and equally secure, even without the king's licence. We 
are hue informed that a demand had been made upon the executors of Lady Abei^avenny of nearly as much 
money,ybr a licence to found, as it actually took to found a service for her. 

To my rkfht wor^pful uncle, and my right good mtister, Sir John Fastolf y Knight. 



Right worshipful uncle, and my right good 
master, I recommend me to you wilh all my 
service. 

And, Sir, my brother Paston and I have 
communed together as touching to your col- 
lege^ that ye would have made, and. Sir, it is 
too great a good (sum) that is asked of you 
for your licence ; for mey ask for every 100 
marks that ye would amortise (settle by the 
statute of mortmain) 500 marks, and will 
give it no better cheap (grant no better bargain,) 

And, Sir, I told my brother Paston, that 
my Lady Abergavenny' hath in diverse 
abbeys in Leicestershire seven or eight priests 
singing for her perpetually, by my brother 
Darcy's and my uncle Brokesby's means, for 
they were her executors ; and they accorded 
(agreed) for money, and gave a 200 or 300 
marks, as they might accord (o^ee), for a priest. 

> Thomas Bourchier. 

3 WiUiam de Wainfleet. 

' [t. e. make acquaintance, for you and me, for the 
greater speed hereof, with a chaplain, &c.] 

« This is the college which Sir John Fastolf in- 
tended to have founded at Caister, by Yarmouth, in 
Norfolk. 

^ ElizabeUi, daughter and heir of Richard Beau- 
champ, Earl of Worcester, (son and heir of William 
Beauchamn, Lord B^avenny,) and wife of Sir Ed- 
ward Nevue, a younger son of Ralph, first Earl of 



And for the surety * that he should sing in 
the same abbey for ever, they had manors of 
good value bounden to such persons as pleased 
the said brethren, Brokesby, and my brother 
Darcy, that the said service should be kept 

And for little more than the king asked 
them for a licence, they went through with 
the said abbots. 

And I hold this way as sure as that other ; 
ye may commune with your counsel thereof. 

And if there be any service that I may do 
for you, it shall be ready at all times with the 
grace of God, who have you in his keep- 
ing. 

Written at London, the 17th day of July. 

Your nephew and servant, 

Henry Fylungley.^ 

London, 17th of July, 
before 1459. 38 U. VI. 

Westmorland, who by this marriage was summoned 
as Lord Bergavenny in 1450. 

B This is a curious fact, as it shows us how security 
was given by the abbeys, &c. to the parties contracting 
for a mass or service, that it should be continued for 
ever in the same abbey, &c. 

' He appears from other letters to have been a law- 
yer, and was connected with the Pastons, &c. by mar- 
riaee. This letter was written during the Utter part 
ofme life of Sir John Fastolf, perhaps not long before 
his death, which happened in 1459. 
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LETTER CXXIL— (XLIII. vol. i. p; 171.) 

Thit Utter is chiefly ccorioiu for the Mcooot whieh it gives m of William Woreester^s attention to leafting and 
fondness for poetry and bookft, We find, too, that the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Boarchler, pwmied 
tiie diversion of hunting, &c 

To my/ktU special good matter, John Peuion, 



WoBSHiPFm. Six, and my fbll special good 
master, after hmnble recommendation, please 
it you to understand, tliat sach service as I 
can do to your pleasure, as to mine under- 
standing, I have showed my diligence now 
this diort season since your departing, and in 
special about such a copy of a foundation,^ 
as your mastership commanded me to get you 
a copy of; of the whieh I send unto you at 
this time, by my brother William Worcester, 
three copies written by Luket, because I had 
no leisure, but so much business in setting 
forth of my Master of the Rolls ; at this time, 
and in all this king's days, ye can have none 
other according [agreeing\ anything to your 
intent. 

And as for the names of the Polesy William 
hath more writing than ye and I could find, 
found by labour made by him and me. 

And also, Sir, he hath caused me to examine 
old and many records written by some French- 
man concerning the manor of Dedham, that 
was a cumbrous labour, for these copies were 
full defective, as it appeareth by the correct- 
ing of them. 

Item, Sir, I may say to you, that William 
hath gone to school, to a Lumbard called 
KaroU Giles, to learn and to be read in poetry, 
or else in French, for he hath been with the 
same KaroU every day two times or three j 
and hath bought divers books of him, for the 
which as I suppose he hath put himself in 
danger (debt) to the same Karoll. 

I maae a motion to William to have known 
part of his business, and he answered and 



said that he would be as glad and as feyn* 
of a good book of French, or of poetry, as my 
master Fastolf would be to purchase a fhir 
manor; and thereby I underatand he list not 
to be communed withal in such matters. 

Item, Sir, as for any tidings, William can 
tell you here at London are but foil few, but 
Henry Bourchier is dead suddenly at Ludlow ; 
my Lord of Canterbury and my Lord Bour- 
cluer* shall be this week at Hunsdon, and 
hunt and sport diem with Sir William Old- 
hall. 

At iStua time, nothing dbe to your master- 
ship, but and it please yoo to remember my 
msBter* at your best leisure, whether his old 
promise shall stand, as touching my pvefer- 
ring to tibe Boeor'* Head in Sontfawark ; Sir, 
I would har* been at anotiiicr place, and of 
my master's own moticm he said that I should 
set up in tiie Boar's Head, in the which mat- 
ter I report me to William Worcester, Beck- 
ing and William Barker, and most specially 
to my masters own remembrance; I know 
full well there can no conclusion be taken to 
mine avail without help of your mastership, 
unto the which I utterly submit me in this 
and in all other ; and our Lord Jesu preserve 
you and all yours, and send you your heart's 
desire with right. 

Written at London on Sunday next after 
Saint Bartholomew's day in haste. 
By your servant, 

Henry Wtndesore. 

London, Sunday, Ai^^ust, 
before 1459. 38H.VI. 



LETTER CXXIII.— (LXXX. vol. iii. p. 325.) 

In this letter we Inwre an account of repantions and alterations making in their house, with a description of 

their bed-chamber, and its furoiture . 

To my right worAip/ul huaband, John Paston, he this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
tq^ joa, desirmg to hear of your welfare; 

J. FMDlf • eollsge at Caisler. 

ii*INiS.] 

he was evMted Bail of Esseou 




praying you to weet that Sir Thomas Howes 
hath purveyed four dormants (beamsy for the 

* [He was one of Sir J. Fastolf s household.] 

* [ProbaUy the beaais now technically called 

sleepen."] 
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dxawte^ chamber, and the malthottse, and 
the brewery, whereof he hath bought three, 
and the feur^ that shall be the loogeit and 
greaiert of aU, be shall have from He jlesdon, 
which hesaidi my master Fastolf shall give 
me, because my chamber shall be made 
thorewith. As for the laying of the said 
ddrmanti^ liiey shall be laid this next week 
became of t^ malthous^ and as for the 
remanent I tiow it shall abide 'till ye come 
home, becaase I can neither be purveyed of 
poets nor of boards not yet. 

I hav^ taken the measure in the drawte 
diamber, thoe as ye would yowr coffers and 
your cowntewery * should be set for the while, 
and there is no space bende the bed, though 
the bed were removed to the door, for to set 
both your board and your coffers there, and 
to have a^pace to go and sit beside ; wherefore 
I have purveyed that ye shall have the same 
drawte chamber that ye had before, thereas ye 
shall lye to yourself; and when your gear is 
removed out of your little house, the door 
shall be locked, and your bags laid in one of 
the great coffers, so tiiat they shall be safe, I 
trust. 

Richard Charles and John Dow have 
fetched home the child* from Rockland 
Tofts, and it is a jvetty boy ; and it is told 
me that Will is at Blickling with a poor 
inaai of the town : a young woman that was 
some time with. Burton of this town sent 



me word tiiereof ; I pray yon send me word 
if ye will that anything that ye will be 
done to him eie ye come home. Richard 
Charles sendeth you word that Willes hath 
been at him here, and offered him to make 
him estate in all diings according to their in- 
denture, and if he do the contrary ye shall 
soon have word. 

My mother pmyedi you for io remember 
my sister, and to do your part fi&itfafully ere 
ye come home to help to get her a good 
marriage ;^ it seemeth by my motber's lan- 
guage that she would never so fain to have 
be delivered of her as she will now. 

It was told here tbat Knivet, the heir, is for 
to marry ; both his wife and child be dead, as 
it was told here ; wherefore she would that ye 
dbould inquire whedier it be so or no, and 
what his li vel ihood is, and if ye think that it be 
for to do, to let him be i^oken witb thereof. 

I pray you that ye be not strange of writ- 
ing of letters to me betwixt this and that ye 
come home, if I might I would have every day 
one from you. The blessed Trinity have you 
in his keeping. Written at Norwich on the 
Tuesday next after the conversion (of) Saint 
Paul. (25 January, ) 

By yours, 

Maboaret Paston. 

Norwirfi, Tuesday, 
Jaamry* iometine htian 
1469. 38H.VI. 



LETTER CXXIV.— (LXXXl. vol. iii. p. 329.) 

The dutiful address of Elizabeth Poynings, daughter of Sir William and Agnes Paston, to her mother, and the 
handsome manner in which Am speaks of her hiudbaBd, would do honour to a modem daughter and wife ; and 
the anxiety she shows that her husband might be aUe to discharge his sureties is both pleasing and com- 
mendable. In 1457, when onmairied, die lived with hady Pole, as appeaw from Letter cvii. p. 82. She had 
been now lately married to Bobert FboyniTS, or Pbynhiga, whom she survived, and afterwards manied Sir 
George Browne, of Beediworth Caatle, hn Surrey, and was living in 1485. 

To my right wonkip/ul moiher, AgtuM Paston. 



Right worshipful and my most entirely-be- 
loved mother, in the most lowly manner I 
recommend me unto your good motherhood, 
beseeching you daily and nightly of your 

1 What the word drawte means, when applied to a 
chamber, I am not certain. 

' Counteweiy must mean his counter, desk, or 
board to sit and write, &c., at. 

3 The child now bronsht home seems to have been 
at none at Rocklind Tofts. 



motherly blessing, evermore desiring to hear 
of your welfare and prosperity, the which I 
pray God to continue and increase to your 
hearths desire; and if it liked your good 

* The marriage of his sister Elizabeth was an object 
of great conse<{uenee to his mother, as those two 
did not, from many things which occur, agree pro- 
perly together ; but I cannot ascertain, fh)m the pedi- 
gree of the family of Knivet, which of them is here 
meant. 
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motherhood to hear o( me and how I do at 
the making o( this letter, I was in good hele 
(health) of body, thanked be Jesu ; and as for 
my master, my best beloved that ye call, and 
J must needs call him so now, for I find none 
other cause, and as I tnist to Jesu none shall, 
for he is full kind unto me, and is as busy as 
he can to make me sure of my jointure, where- 
to he is bound in a bond of a thousand pounds 
to you mother, and to my brother John, and 
to my brother William, and to Edmund 
Clere,^ the which needed no such bond; 
wherefore, I beseech you good mother, as our 
most singular trust is in your good mother- 
hood, that my master, my best beloved, fail 
not of atie hundred marks (66/. 13«. id,) at 
the beginning o( this term, the which ye 
promised him to his marriage, with the rema- 
nent of the money of father's will ; for I 
have promitted (promiied) faithfully to a gentle- 
man called Bain, that was one of my best 
beloved's sureties, and was bound for him in 
two hundred pounds, of which he rehearseth 
for to receive]! at the beginning of this term 
one hundred and twenty pounds, and if he fail 



thereof at this time he will claim the whc^ 
of us, the which were to us too great an hurt; 
and he cannot make an end with none of his 
other sureties without Uiissaid silver, and that 
can my brother John tell you well enough 
and it lusteth (Juteth) him to do so, and in 
all other things. As to my Lady Pool, with 
whom I sojourned, that ye will be my tender 
and good mother that she may be paid for all 
the costs done to me before my marriage ; and 
to Christopher Houson, as ye wrote unto my 
brother Jonn that it should have been so; 
and tiiat it please your good motherhood to ' 
give credence to William Worcester; and 
Jesu for his great mercy save you ! Written 
at London, the Wednesday me 3rd day of 
January. 

By your humble daughter, 

Elizabeth Ponyngs. 



London, 
Wedneiday, 
8d January, 1458-9. 
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LETTER CXXV.-<LXXXn. vol. iii. p. 333.) 



[Tins letter from Hugh a Fenne in London 
to J. Paston in Norwich, dated March 1, 
1458-0, contains details and instructions rela- 
tive to Sir J. Fastolfs law business, which the 
writer wishes were concluded, that he might 
''have the better leisure to dispose himself 



godly, and beset (ordain) his lands and his 
goods to the pleasure of God, and the weal of 
his soul, that all men may say he dieth a wise 
man and a worshipful :" it possesses nothing 
else of interest] 



LETTER CXXVI.— (LXXXIII. vol. iii. p. 337.) 

We K4I here a plain, manlv, and sensible letter from a son. who, by some misconduct, had given his father 
ofiVnco : IUh sorrow for having done amiss is projperly expressed, and his promises for future amendment 
appi^ar to be sincere. The offence seems to have been some personal ill behaviour to his &ther, if we may 
jmt|(t* from what he says here, and ftom what his mother mentions in a letter to J. Paston in the following 
month (see Letter cxxviii.)* This is the first letter in this collection ftom John, afterwards Sir John Paston, 
knight. 

To my right worshipful father^ John PattOHy Etq.y be thi» letter delivered in hasty wise. 

been to me since your departing out of this 



Right worshipful Sir, in the most lowly wise 
1 commend me to your good fatherhood, 
Iteseeching you of your blessing ; might it 
please your fatherhood to remember and 
consider the jiain and heaviness that it hath 

* Kdround Clere was the second son of John Clere, 
Ssq*. of Ormesby, and died in 1463. 



country, here abiding till the time it please 
you to show me grace, and till the time that 
by report my demeaning be to your pleasing ; 
beseeching you to consider that I may not 
nor have no mean to seek you as I ought to 
do, saving under this form, which I beseech 
you be not taken to no displeasure, nor am 
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not of power to do anjrthing in this country 
for worship or profit of you, nor ease of your 
tenants which might and should be to your 
pleasing ; wherefore J beseech you of your 
fatherly pity to tender the more this simple 
writing ; as I shall out of doubt hereafter do 
that shall please you to the uttermost of my 
power and labour; and if there be any 

Norwich, Monday, 5th of March, 
1458-9. 37H. VI. 



service that I may do, if it please you to 
command me, or if I may understand it, I 
will be as glad to do it as anything earthly, 
if it were anything that might be to your 
pleasing. And namore, but Almighty God 
nave you in keeping. 

Written at Norwich, the 5th day of March. 
By your older son, John Paston. 



LETTER CXXVII.^(LXXXIV. vol. iii. p. 339.) 

As this is the only letter in this collection written by Sir John Fastolf to a man of superior rank to himself, I 
have given it, that his manner of expressing himself in sudi a situation may be seen. The letter has no 
direction, having been originally enclosed in a cover, but by the contents is plainly intended for the Duke of 
Norfolk, his " castle of Framlingham " being mentioned. Tlie time of its beiug w-ritten, too, can be nearly 
ascertained. Sir John mentioning not only his age, but, in the part that is intendexl to be erased, his infirmities 
likewise, we may therefore conclude that it was wTitten in the last year of his life. 



Right high and mighty prince, my right 
noble and good lord, in my right humble 
wise I recommend me to your good grace, 
and for the noble lordship and supportation 
showed unto me at all times, I beseech our 
I«ord God guerdon (reward) you, whereas I 
may not, but only as your daily and con- 
tinual beadsman now in mine age pray for 
the good prosperity of your right high and 
noble estate, as I am greatly bound to do ; 
praying tenderly your highness to continue 
your good lordship and supportation in the 
matters touching your servant John Porter, 
and my poor chaplain Sir Thomas Howes, 
trusting verily to God, that with the support- 
ation of your good lordship, their matters 
shall yet come to a good conclusion in 
punishing of perjury and embracery^ that 
many years hath been and yet is used in this 
shire, which were great merit, and, to my 
conceit, in you that are so noble a prince, a 
singular renown, as for the best deed that 
may be done for the weal of both shires. 

And in like wise that it please your right 
good grace to continue your noble favour 
and supportation to me in remedying the 
force done by Sir Philip Wentworth, keeping 

1 [Embracery is an attempt to influence a jury 
corruptly, and was punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment under several statutes of Edw. IV. See 
Blackstone's Com., b. iv. c. 10.] 
VOL. I. 



now wrongful possession of certain lands in 
Suffolk, nigh your castle of Framlingham, 
which lands certain of my friends, to my 
use,* have of the king's grant by his letters 
patent before any patent that the said Sir 
Philip hath, which is my singular matter 
in mine own part that I have now to do, as 
my cousin Paston can inform your lordship, 
for he knoweth the matter and mine whole 
intent, to whom your good grace like to give 
credence, he cometh to await upon your 
lordship at this time, as I understand by my 
cousin, your servant Richard Southwell, your 
lordship desired (this is scratched out, but 
legibUy ^*and to pardonne me for necessite 
causeth me, in as mocke as I may not come in 
myn owne p^sone as my will were y) 

Right high and mighty prince, my noble 
and right good lord, I breech the Holy 
Ghost be with you, and evermore send you 
the accomplishment of your right noble 
desires to his pleasure and yours. 

Written at my poor place of Caister, the 
second day of April. 

Your humble man and servant, 

John Fastolf. 

Caister, 
2nd of April, 
about 1459. 37H.VI. 

^ Use in original; Fenn translates, by mistake, 
ease. 

h 



V 



0^ 



98 



PASTON LETTERS. 



LETTER CXXVIIL— (XUV. vol. i. p. 175.) 

Vfe lee in this letter the metliod of raising men was by sending a letter under the Privy Seal, and sometimes signed 
by the Icing himself, commanding the attendance of the persons named, at a certain time and place, with men, 
&c., according to their degree. These privy seals seem to have been issued in April, 1459, when the king,' 
&c, were at Coventry, raising an army to oppose the Duke of York and the Earl of Salisbury. Andif 
J. Paston's son herein mentioned was his eldest, he might then be about eighteen or twenty years of age. 

To my right wwthipful hu^ndy John Paston, in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
unto you; pleaseth you to weet that on 
Thursday last was, there were brought unto 
this town many privy seals, and one of them 
was indorsed to you, and to Hastyngs, and 
to five or six other gentlemen ; and another 
was sent unto your son, and indorsed to him- 
self alone, and assigned (signed) within with 
the king's own hand ; and so were but few 
that were sent as it was told me ; and also 
there were more special terms in his than 
were in others ; I saw a copy of tliose that 
were sent unto other gentlemen; the intent 
of the writing was, that they should be with 
the king at Leicester the lOth day of May, 
with as many persons defensibly arrayed as 
they might according to their degree, and 
that they should bring with them for their 
expenses for two months. 

As for the letter that was indorsed to you, 
and to others, it was delivered to William 
Yelverton, for there appeared no more of the 
remulaunt (remaining). 

Hastyngs is forth into Yorkshire ; I pray 
you that ye vouchsafe to send word in haste 
how ye will that your son be demeaned herein. 
Men tliink here, that be your well-willers, 
that ye may no less do tlian to send him forth. 



As for his demeaning since ye departed, in 
good faith, it hath been right good, and 
lowly, and diligent, in oversight of your 
servants and other things, the which I hope 
ye would have been pleased with and ye 
had been at liome ; I hope he will be well 
demeaned to please you hereafterward. 

He desired Arblaster to bemoan ^ to you for 
him; and was right hea\'y of his demeaning 
to you, as I sent you word also by Arblaster 
how I did to him after that ye were gone ; 
and I beseech you heartily that ye vouchsafe 
to be his good father, for I hope he is chas« 
tised, and will be the worthier hereafter. 

As for all other things at home, I hope 
that I and others shall do our part therein as 
well as we may ; but as for money it cometh 
but slowly, and God have you in his keep- 
ing, and send you good speed in all your 
matters. 

Written in haste at Norwich on the Sunday 
next before the Ascension day.* 

Sir, I would be right glad to hear some 
good tidings from you. 

By yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Nor\vich, Sunday, 29 April, 
UbO. 37 1I.VI. 



LETTER CXXIX.— (LXXXV. vol. iii. p. 313.) 



This letter appears to have been written not 
long before the death of Sir John Fastolf, 
which happened in November, 1459. He 
expresses in it his anxiety for tlie settlement 
of his estate at Caister for the purposes of 

1 [Bemene ia origixiali more probably be mean to 
flMi^-iDediator to you.] 

* In 14M, 87 Hen. Yl., Whitsunday was the 13th 
of May ; Asrenslnn day the Sd of May ; the Sunday 



religion, and wishes much for the presence 
of his cousin Paston. The language is a 
mixture of Latin and English. [It is written 
by Dr. John Brackley to J. Paston.] 



before, the 29tli of April; and 'the Tlmrsday before 
that, the 26th. Tliesc dates will agree witli the time 
mentioned in the privy seals for tlicir attcndana>. 
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LETTER CXXX.— (LXXX VI. vol. iii. p. 347.) 

This letter was written after the dispersion of the Duke of York's army near Ludlow, in October, 1459, as the 
transactions here related refer to the direction of state affairs when in the hands of Henry's friends. Commissions 
were granted to James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire, and Thomas, Lord Scales, and others, to apprehend all those 
who lutd been concerned in Uie late rebellion, and to punish them according to law. It appears here that 
J. Paston was supposed to favour the York party, and fh)m the expressions contained in Dr. Brackley's letters 
he certainly did so. 

"Brother John Brakle or Btackley, the son of John Brakle, a dyer, was bom at Norwich, and, about the year 1418, 
6 H. v., entered when very young into the Convent of the Grey Friars, or Friars Minors, at Norwich ; he 
afterwards took a doctor's d^ree in di\'init^, and became a famous preacher. He was an intimate friend of 
and chaplain to Sir John Fastolf, who appomted him one of his executors ; he was also much connected with 
the Paston family, being chaplain to the judge, and tutor to Sir John Paston his grandson. He died in the 
year 1461 or 1462, and was buried in the church of his own convent. The style and language of his letters 
here produced are very different from those of the other writers of this period here brought together, as they 
abound with quotations from the Old and New Testament, and are often intermixed with sentences in Latin 
of his own composition. I have endeavoured to give these letters to the reader as accurately as possible, but 
in two or three places I have been obliged to omit a sentence or two, as the contractions, added to tne smallness 
and confusednesii of the hand- writing, have made them so illegible, that after the most careful attention and 
examination, I have been forced to give up the deciphering ; and I have likewise referred the reader to the 
places whence the quotations are taken. 



Carissimo suo magiatro, 

Jesus, Maria, &c. 
Right reverend master and most trusty friend 
in earth, as lowly as I can or may I recom- 
mend me^ &c. 

Sir, in faith I was sore afraid that ye had 
a great letting, that ye came not on Wednes- 
day to meet, &c., by my faith and (if) ye 
had been here ye should have had right good 
cheer, &c. ; and have fared right well after 
your pleasure, &c., with more, &c. 

Sir John Tatteshall is at one with Hey don, 
&c., and Lord Scales hath made a loveday^ 
with the prior and Hey don in all matters, 
except the matter of Snoring, &c. And the 
said prior spake masterly to the jurors, &c., 
and told them and {if) they had dreaded 
God and hurt of their souls, they would have 
some instruction of the one party as well as 
of the other, but they were so bold, they were 
not afraid, for they found no bones to say in 
their verdict as Thomas Todenham and John 
Heydon would, &c. 

A lewd doctor of Ludgate preached on 
Sunday fortnight at Paul's, charging the 
people that no man should pray for these 
lords traytors,' &c., and he had little thank, 
as he was worthy, &c., and for his lewd de- 



Johanni Paston, Armigroe, 

meaning his brethren are had in the less 
favour at London, &c. Dr. Pinchbeck and 
Dr. Westhawe, great preachers and parsons 
at London, be now late made monks of 
Charter-house at Sheen, one at the one place 
and another at the other place, &c. 

The chancellor^ is not good to these lords, 
&c., for he feareth the Earl of March will 
claim by inheritance the Earldom of 

Ha * &c., of which matter I heard 

great speech in Somersetshire, &c. 

Wyndham, Heydon, Todenham, Blake, 
W. Chamberleyne, and Wentworth have 
late commissions to take for traytors and send 
to the next gaol all persons fautorers {favottr- 
ers) and well-willers to the said lords, Ac 
Master Radcliff and ye have none of com- 
missions directed to you, &c., for ye be holden. 
favourable, &c. 

Wyndham and Heydon be named here 
causers of these commissions, &c. 

On Monday last at Cromer* was the oar 
and the books of registry of the admiralty 
taken away from my Lord Scales's men by 
a great multitude of my Lord Roos's men, 
&c. the Lord Scales is to my Lord Prince, 
&c. to wait on him, &c. he saith, per Deum 



1 Lofedays, or lovedays, were days' on which 
arbitrations were made, and differences settled amongst 
neighbours. 

^ We have here an instance of the pulpit being used 
for political purposes, and the lords here meant were 
the Earls of March, Warwick, and Salisbury, and 
others in Oie Duke of York's interest. 



a William de Wainfleet, Bisliop of Winchester. 

* The original letter is iicre detective. 

* Cromer is a sea-port, on the north part of the 
Norfolk coast, where me Court of Admiralty appears 
to have been held by the Lord Scales, as Lord Admiral 
of the county. The Lord Roos here mentioned was 
most probably in the opposite interest. 

h2 
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suictum, as we say here, lie shall be admiral, 
or he shall lye thereby, &€., by my faith here 
is a coisy (unsettled) word (world). Walsham 
of Chancery that never made leasing (Jifing), 
told me that Booking was with my Lord 
Chancellor this term, but I asked not how 
many times, &c. 

As I have written to you often before this, 
** Facite vobis amicos de mammona iniqui- 
tatis," (Luke xvi. 9.) 

Tliomas Todenham, Joliannes Heydon, et 
J. Wyndham cum cacteris magistri Fastolf 
£illacibus famnlis magiiam geriuit ad vos 
invidiam, quod excelleritis eos in bonis, &c. 
Judas non dormit, &c. " Noli zelare facien- 
tes iniquitatem quoniam tanquam fenum 
velociter arescent, et quemadmodum olera 
herbarum cito per Dei gratiam decident." 
Ideo sic in PsaJmo, " Spera in Domino et fac 
bonitatem,et pasc^ris in divitiisejus et delec- 



tare in Domino et dabit tibi petitiones cordis 
tui." (Psalm xxxvii. 1, 2, 3, 4.) "Et 
aliter. Jacta cogitatum tuum in domino, & 
ipse te enutriet" (PMtetlv.22.) "Utinam 
inquit aixistolug abscindantur qui vos con- 
turbant,'^ &c. (Gal. v. 12.) " Et alibi, 
cavete vos a malis et importunishomiuibus.'^ 
(2 Theu. iii. 2.) 

Precor ^ratiosum Deum qui vos et me 
creavit et sue pretioso sanguine nos redemit, 
vos vesiros et vestra gratiose conservet in 
prosperis, et gratiosius dirigat in ag^dis. 

Scriptum, Walsham feria 4** in nocte cum 
magna festinatione, &c. Utinam iste mmidus 
malignus transiret et concupiscentia ejus. 
Vester ad vota promptissimus. 

Frater Johannes Bracklev, 

yiinorum Minimus. 

Walsham, Norfolk, Wednesday, 
1459. 38H. VI. 



LETTER CXXXI.— (LXXX VII. vol. iii. p. 353.) 

We have in this letter an account of the proceedings on the death of that renoD^-nefl knight and valiant soldier 
Sir John Fastolf, relative to his effects. After his return and settlement in his native country, he became a 

great builder ; and at Caistfv are still to lx$ seen such magnificent remains of his seat or castle, as even now 
o testify its former state and grandeur : it was a square building of brick, coped Math freestone, each side of 
it being about 300 fieet long, liaving a large and lofty tower at each comer, one of whidi was a few years ago 
standing almost entire. Tlie ludl, we are informed, was 59 feet long, and 28 broad ; the whole was surroundwl 
by a moat, and was a place in ihose davs of strength and defence, having, in the year 1469, 9 E. IV., sustainetl 
a siege by the Duko of Norfolk, &c. ' After the death of Sir John Fastolf, this was for several generations the 
seat of the Paston family ; and so continued until Clement Paston, Esq., iu the reign of Elizabeth, built 
Oxnead-hall, which then becoming their chief place of residence, this noble mansion began to be neglectwl. 
He likewise built a splendid house in Yarmouth, and a palace in Southwark. At length, being nearly eighty- 
three years of age, and as he says of himself in his will, datetl 4th Nov., 1459, " in gowl remembraimce albeit 
gretely vexed with sickness, and through age infebelyd," he departed this life, without issue, on Monday the 
6th of November, 1459, 38 H. VI., at his manor of Caister, and was most sumptuously buried in tlie con- 
ventual church of St. Bcnnet in the Holm, in Norfolk, under the arch of the new chapel which he had lately 
rebuilt there, on the south side of the choir or chancel, under a marble tomb by the body of Dame Miliceut 
his wife, [who died about 24 or 25 Hen. VI., and whose son Stephen ScroiJe, by her first marriage, succeeded to 
her estates in Wiltshire and Yorkshire.] Wlien we consider this our wormy knight, as sprung from an ancient 
and honourable family, inheriting ample fortunes, but immensely increasing them through a long, laborious, 
and indefatigable life, spent in the service of his country, and acquiring riches at the cost of its enemies only ; 
acting in a very high and exalted sphere, renowned for his courage and conduct in the field, and his abilities 
in the council, dispersing the fruits of his riches by his magnificent buildings and hospitality in his lifetime, 
and at his death devising the capital itself for almost every purpose he could think of useful to tlie public, can 
we help exclaiming, "Thou hast founded the fair fabric of thy fame upon a rock to last for ages'" 




nim a bleMing in peace ; all we can find in his retirement being elegant, hospitable, and generous, either as 
to the plaoet of his abode, or Hbom persons and foundations on which he showered his bounty. Tlie streams 
of his trmiire fliat fed ihis fountain of his munificence were numoous and plentiful, as may be seen by the 
yafm ntam to flie writ of inquiry into Uie lands and estates whereof he was possessed at his death, in 
» •W^ inffoik, Yoiiuliire, and Wfltshiie.*' To us this eulogy seems greatly in excess. He ai)pears to have 
aetfve. and venr carefttl man, but by no means generous, as is sbown in several passages of his 
•^of otiwra relaling to him in these columns. He had no doubt large estates, and, being childless, 
rt put of them to charitable or raUier superstitious purposes, giving little while he lived, 
to eflbet his lart ol^eot at as smaU a cost as he could. We have already alluded to the 
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improbability of Shakspere having had any reference to this somewhat common-place old soldier in depict* 
ing the character of his immortal FalstafT. Independently of the fact that Uie character was originally written 
under the name of Sir John Oldcastle, there is nothing in common between the two, not anything to 1^ to 
such a conclusion, except the similarity of the names, and the fact of Falstaff being contemporary with Henry 
v., of whom he was, however, only about ten or twelve years the elder, and whmn he outlived many years. 
But as the subject has excited much attention, it may not be uninteresting to give a slight skctdi of the 
life of Fastolfhere. 
Sir John Fastolf was bom of an ancient and respectable family in Norfolk, either at Caister or Yarmouth, 
about 1377, and is ndd to have been a page ra the service of Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, and 
afterward to have held a considerable post under Thomas, subsequently Duke of Clarence, who, as early as 
the 2nd Hen. IV. (1401), was made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, whither Fastolf accompanied him, smd where 
he married, in 1409, Milicent, Lady Castlecomb, daughter and heiress of Robert Lord Tibetot, and widow 
of Sir Stephen Scrope. Not long after his marriage we find him engaged in the wars of France, and, in 
1413, the 1st of Hen. V., he was made governor of the castle of Veires in Gascony. On the taking of Harfleur 
by Henry V., in August, 1415, he was wpointed to its command under the Duke of Exetar, but in the 
following October we find him dangerously engaged in the battle of Agincourt ; in the same year, he and 
the Duke of Exeter having made a plimdering expedition almost as far as Rouen, were surpris^ and forced 
to retreat by the enemy, but at length succeeded in totally defeating them ; and when the constable of France 
laid siege to Harfleur, it was gallantly defended by Fastolf until relieved by the Duke of Bedford. He was 
actively engaged throughout the war during the life of Henry V., and his services seem to have been very 
well paid, being also made a Klnight of the Grarter about the end of 1417. Under the r^ency of the Duke of 
Bedford Sir John was Grand Master of his Household, and Scnesclial of Normandy, and was very active 
and successful in his warlike enterprises. In 1424, at the battle of Vemeuil, he took the Duke of Alencon 
prisoner, for whose ransom 200,000 crowns were paid, and for the payment of his share of whidi, as has 
been seen. Sir John was very urgent. In 1425, among other places, he took the castle of Sillie-le-Guillem, from 
which he received the tiUe of baron. In 1428, during tlie siege of Orleans, he was despatched by the commander, 
the Duke of Suffolk, to the regent at Paris for supplies, of which the army were in great want ; he was provided 
therewith, and also with a ccMisiderable £orce to convoy them safely to Orleans. The French, aware of his 
movements, attacked him on his return, btit were totally defeated with a loss in killed, it is said, much ex- 
ceeding the total of his force, besides prisoners and wounded. From the nature of ^e provisions he was 
conveying — barrels of herrings — this encounter was caWed by the French the Battle of Herrings. In 
1429 the English were defeated with great loss in the battle of Patay , and though Fastolf succeeded in bringing 
safely off a considerable part of the army, yet his retreat, though conducted with great ability, seems to have 

fiven rise to some imputations on his cnaracter ; it being even said that he was mvested of his knighthood, 
t is upon this occurrence, and under his real name, that Shakspere dilates in the first part of Henry VI. 
Sir John Fastolf, from these letters appears to have had so little chivalry in Iris composition that it is no 
wonder he beoune cmpopular, even by nis prudence, when contrasted with the Talbots and Bedfords of his 
time, though by no means liable to the imputations of either cowardice or treachery. Hall says, " the Duke 
of Bedford took from him the image of St. George and his Grarter, though afterwards, by means of Mends and 
apparent causes of good excuse, the same were to him again delivered, against the mind of the Lord Talbot.** 
According to Anstis (Hist, of the Order of the Garter), his name was never erased from the list of knights. 
At any rate, his disgrace was but temporary, as in 1430 he was appointed by the r^ent to the command of 
Caen in Normandy. In 1432 he was sent ambassador to the Council of Bt^e, and immediately afterward, 
in the same capacity, to negotiate a peace or a truce with France; and again in 1435. In the latter end of 
this year the Duke of Bedford died, and Sir John Fastolf was named one of the executors of his will. 
Richard Duke of York, who succeetled to the regency, had so high an opinion of the merit of Sir John, 
that he settled an annuity upon him of 20/. a-yea». For about four years he seems to have continued quietly 
in his government in Normandy, and in 1440 finally returned to England. He does not appear to have 
distinguished himself in the domestic politics of his time, although not wholly inactive ; and after an illness 
of nearly five months' duration, he died on the 5th of November, 1459. Of his will and its consequences to 
the Paston family, we are tdd something in the foregoing letters, and shall learn more hereafter. The list 
oi his landed estates is very long, hut as it contains only their names, without quantity or value, lias no 
general interest. A part of his personalty is stated as follows : — In coin, 2648/. 10«. ; gold plate, lOlbs. ; silver 
plate, 12251bs.] 

To my nuuteTy Jckn Paston, in Norfolk, 



Right well-beloved brother, I recommend me 
to you, certifying you that on Friday last 
was in the morning Worcester and I were 
come to London by eight of the clock, and we 
spake with my Lord Chancellor,^ and I 
found him well disposed in all things, and 

1 William de Wainfieet, Bisliop of Winchester. 



ye shall find him right profitable to jovl^ 
&c. 

And he desired me to write you a letter in 
his name, and put trust in you in gathering 
of the goods together, and pray you to do so, 
and have all his goods out of every place of 
his, and his own place, wheresoever they 
were, and lay them secretly where as ye 
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thought best at your assignment, and till 
that he speak with you liimself ; and he said 
ye should have all lawful favour. 

I purpose to ride to him this day for writs 
of diem clausit extremum,^ and I suppose 
ye shall have a letter sent from himself to 
you. 

As for tlie goods of Paul's they are safe 
enough, and this day we have grant to have 
the goods out of Bermondsey* without advice 
of any man saving Worcester, Plomer, and I 
myself, and nobody shall know of it but we 
three. 

My Lord Treasurer^ speak eth fair, but yet 
many advise me to put no trust in him ; there 
is laboured many means to intitle the king 
in his goods. Southwell is escheator, and he 
is right good and well disposed. 

My Lord of Exeter* claimeth title in my 
master's place, with the appurtenances, in 
8outhwark, and verily had purposed to have 
entered, and his counsel were with us, and 
spake with Worcester and me; and now 
aitenvards they have sent us word that they 
would move my lord to sue by means of the 
law, &c. 

I have spoken with my Lord of Canter- 
bury, and Master John Stokes, and I find 
them right well disposed both, &c. 

Item, to-morrow or the next day ye shall 
have another letter, for by that time we shall 
know more than we do now. 

My Lord Chancellor would that my master 
should be buried worshipfully, and one 



hundred marks (061. 13. id.) alms done for 
him ; but this day I shall wholly know hU 
intent; Master John Stokes liath tlie same 
conceit and alms giving. 

Harry Fenyngley is not in this town, nor 
the Lord Beauchamp. 

Item, we have gotten men of the spiritual 
law withholden with us, what case soever 
happen ; we have Master Robert Kent ; but in 
anywise have all the goods there together, 
and tarry for no letting, tliough ye should do 
it by day-light openly, for it is my Lord 
Chancellor's full intent that ye should do 
so. 

As for William Worcester he trusteth 
verily ye would do for him and for his avail 
in reason, and I doubt not and (if) he may 
verily and faithfully understand you so dis- 
posed to him ward, ye shall find him faithiiil 
to you ; in likewise I understand by him he 
will never have other master but his old 
master, and to my conceit it were pity but if 
he should stand in such case by mine master 
that he should never need service, considering 
how my master trusted him, and the long 
years that he hath been with him in, and 
many shrewd journey for his sake, &c. 

I write you no liiore because ye shall (have) 
another letter written to-morrow. Written 
at London the 12th day of November iu 
haste. 

By William Paston. 

London, Monday, 

12 Nov., 1459. 38 H. VI. 



LETTER CXXXIL— (LXXXVIII. vol. iii. p. 359.) 

William Wainfleet, Bishop of Winchester, the first of Sir John Fastolf a executors, was at this time Lord 
Chancellor, to whom the others applied for his advice and directions concerning the execution of his will. 
He here gives them fully, but at the same time advises them to apply to some one learned in the spiritual 
law concerning the administration, &c. In times of popery the " Month's Mind" was a monthly solemnity 
in memory of the deceased, when prayers were offered and alms given for the health of his soul, &c. 
William Wainfleet was consecrated Bishop of Winchester in 1447, and continued there till Ids death, in 
1486,ju8t living to see the line of Lancaster (to which he had ever been a well-wisher) restored to the crow-n 
in the person of Henry VII. He was a worthy prelate, and a man of great wisdom and integrity. There is 
no address to these directions. 

tion, hath put me in trust to be one of his 

executors, and since it is desired (of) me to 



Re it remembered, that forasmuch as Sir 
John Fastolf, late deceased, of great affec- 

This was a writ which issued out of Chancery to 
Um> eacheator of the county, upon the death of any of 
'• tenants in capite, to inquire by a jury of 
he died seizea, and of wluit value, and who 
to him. 




2 An abbey in Southwark, where some of his goods 
were deposited. 

* James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire and Onnond. 
[Inorig. "brod [brother] tr'sorer," probably an error 
in transcribing, and the translation is right.] 

* Ilenrv Holland, Duke of Exeter. 
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know my disposition herein, mine advice is 
tlms, tliat first an inventory be made wholly 
of his goods and catell (chattelU) in all places, 
and that they be laid in sure ward by your 
discretions, till the executors, or the most 
part of those that he put his great trust upon, 
speak with me, and make declaration to me 
of his last will, to the accomplishment whereof 
I will be special good lord. 

Furthermore, as touching his buryin* and 
month's mind keeping, that it be done wor- 
shiply {worahipfully) according to his degree, 
and for the healtli of his soul, and that alms 
be given in masses saying, and to poor people. 



to the sum of an hundred marks (JoQI, 13«. 4rf.) 
till that otherwise we speak together; and 
I can agree right well that his servants have 
their rewards betimes according to his will, 
to the intent that they may be better disposed, 
and to pray for the welfare of his soul; taking 
advice of a learned man in spiritual law for 
the charge of administration till the executors 
come together, or the most part, that his 
trust was most upon, to take the administra- 
tion. 

William Winton. 

November or December, 
145 J. 38II. Vi. 



LETTER CXXXIII.— (XLV. vol. i. p. 179.) 

This letter was written at Coventry, where the parliament appears to liave met, after the dcsdrtiou of some and 
the surrender of others of the Duke of York s troops to the army of Henry Vlth, commanded by the Dukes 
of Somerset and Exeter, near Ludlow, in October, 1459 ; and though it contains chiefly accoimts of ;i private 
nature, yet as a list of those there attainted is affixed, it seemed worthy of insertion. 

To my riyht worshipful masters, William Yelverton, just ice, John Pastou, and Henry Filungley,^ 

and to each of them. 



Right worshipful Sirs, I recommend me to 
you; and like it you to weet that my Lord 
Chancellor is a right good and tender lord in 
&\l your matters, and so will continue ; and 
Tny Lord Treasurer in likewise, which both 
have answered Wyndham not aldermost 
(^altogether) to his pleasure, because of his 
uoiscful language ; saying how he might have 
no law, and that my Lord Chancellor was 
not made executor but for maintenance, * with 
many other words nothing profitable nor fur- 
thering his intents. As for any particular 
matters, the parliament, as yet, abideth upon 
the great matters of attainder and forfeiture ; 
and so there be many and diverse particular 
bills put in, but none ready, nor touching us, 
as nigh as we can hearken, to which Playters 
and 1 attend daily, trustuig on my lords 
abovesaid, my Lord Privy Seal, and other 
good lords, and many also of your acquaintance 
and ours, that and {if) anything be, we shall 
soon have knowledge. The chief justice is 
right hearty, and sayeth full well and kindly 

^ [This name is spelt in such a variety of forms 
thai it is quite impossible to fix the orthography.] 

^ [Maintenance is a law-term, implying a suit or 
quarrel to the disturbance or hindrance of rights, and 
if the party is to have any advantage therein, it is 
called Champerty. There nave bvcn many statutes 
passed against both.] 



of my master, wliom Jesu for his mercy par- 
don, and have you in his blessed governance. 
Written at Coventry tlie morrow after Saint 
Nicholas.* And as to money, I delivered 
unto the under-treasurer a letter from JVIaster 
Filongley, and I found him right well dis- 
posed to do that may please you in all our 
matters ; and take no money of him as yet, 
for we have no need to spend any sums as 
yet, nor with God's grace shall not have. I 
came to this town of Coventiy such day 
sev "night as the parliament began; and as 
for such things as I could hearken after, I 
send to William Worcester a great bill of 
tidings to show you and all. 

Yesterday in the morning came in the 
Earl of Pembroke* witli a good fellowship; 
and the Duchess of York* came yester even- 
ing late, as tlie bringer hereof shall more 
plainly declare (to) you, to whom ye like to 
give credence. 

The Bishop of Exeter® and the Lord Grey 

3 St. Nicholas's day, 6tl» of December. 

4 Jasper of Hatfield, lialf-brotlier to Henry VI., 
Earl of Pembroke. 

* Cicely, daughter of Ralph Nevile, Earl of West- 
moreland ; she was deprived of all her goods, 8cc. 

• George Nevile, sixdi son of Richard Earl of 
Salisbury, andbrotlier of Richard Earl of Warwick: 
he was atWrwards Archbishop of York. 
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(of) Ruthin^ have declared tliem full wor- 
shipfuUy to the king's great pleasure. 

Playters and I (have) written you a letter 
by Norff, yeoman for the king's mouth. 

Your 

John Bockino.* 
Coventry, 7th of December, 1459. 
38 H. VI. 

The following list of tliose of the Duke of 
York's party who were attainted by parlia- 
ment is pimied to tlie above lettf* : — 

The Due of York. Therle of Warrwyk. 
Therle of Marche. Therle of Salusbury. 
Therle of Rutland. The Lord Po-.vys. 



The Lord Clynton. 
The Countesse of Sarr* 
S"". Thomas Nevyle. 
S^ John Nevyle. 
S*^. Thorn's Haryngton. 
S^ Thorn's o' Parre. 
S"^. John Conyers. 
S*. John Wenlok. 
S'. Will'm Oldhall. 



Edward Bourghcier sq. 
A broy' of his. 
Thom*8 Vaughn. 
Thorn's Colte. 
Thomas Clay. 
John Denham. 
Thomas Moryng. 
John Oter. 
Maistr Ric Fisher. 



Hastyngs and oy' that as yet we can not know 
y'e names, &c. 

As for y'e Lord Powys he come inne and 
hadde g'ce as for his lyf^ but as for hise gods 
ye forfeture passid. 



LETTER CXXXIV.-.(XLVI. vol. i. p. 183.) 

John Bemey, Esq., appears io have been the son of John Bemey, by Isabel, daughter and heir of Sir John 
Heveningham, knight, and died without issue, in 1461. He had served under Sir John Fastolf, in the war» 
in France, as appears by a part of tliis lettiHr where W. Worcester sa3rs, " You had vcrrey and faytiif uU lofe to 
my maistr yn the yecrs and dayes tliat ye dyd him s'vice yn the werrs and suffired prysonment and manye a 
sherp day for hys sake not rewarded." 

To the right tvorshipful Sir, John Berneye, Esq,, at Castre being. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recomm^id me to 
you. (Here foUow complaints against Fryer 
Brakley, 8fc., concerning Sir J(An Fastolf' s 
interment, affairs, Sfc, Sfc.) 

As to tidings here, I send some off hand, 
written to you and others, how the Lord 
Rivers,* Sir Anthony* his son, and others, 
have won Calais,' by a feeble assault made 
at Sandwich by Denham, Esquire,' with the 
number of 800 men, on Tuesday between 
four and live o'clock in the morning. But 
my Lady Duchess ^ is still again received in 
Kent. The Duke of York is at Dublin, 
strengthened with his earls and homagers as 
ye shall see by a bill. God send the king 
victory of his enemies, and rest and peace 
amongst his lords ! 

I am right greatly heavled for my poor 
wife for the sorrow she taketh; and must 

I Edmund Lord Grey, afterwards Earl of Kent. 

• John Hocking was in employment under J. Pas- 
ton. 

s Alice, daughter and heir of Thomas Montague, 
Earl of Salisbury, wife of Richard Nevile, in her 
right. Earl of Salisbury. 

♦ See notes to the following letter. 

fi The expression of Lord Rivers, &c., having won 



leave her and her country; I shall nothing- 
take from her more than a little spending- 
money till better may be. And the blessed 
Trinity keep and send you healdi. Written 
at London hastily the Monday after I de- 
parted from you, 1459-60. 

Your, 
W. BoTONER, called Wyrcester. 




'"Y^'ifa!!^ cJ^WjhA/T) 



London, 
Monday, January, 
1459-60. 38H. VI. 



Calais, seems to be meant as a sneer upon him, as he 
commanded the ships going to the Duke of Somerset 
with supplies to enable him to drive out the Earl of 
Warwick ttom Calais, and take possession of it as 
governor under the king's commission. 

* John I>enham, Esq., afterwards Sir .Tohn Den- 
ham. 

'^ Cicely, Duchess of York. 
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LETTER CXXXV.— (XLVII. vol. i. p. 187.) 

This bold plan, for surprising the admiral and taking his fleet, was laid by the Earl of Warwick, Sx. at Calais, 
and executed with success by Sir John Denham, at Scmdwich, in Janu'ary , 1459. Lend Rivers and hia son, when 
prisoners, being only rated by the Lords, shows in them great moderation; as the cruelties usually exercised 
on prisoners of consequence in the civil wars of those ferocious times would have warranted their immediate 
execution. [We need not repeat, that, without at all apologising for the cruelties actually committed, we 
think there were fewer in these " ferocious times," than in any civil war in any other civilised country, except 
our own at a later period.} 

To his ri^i worshipful brother, John Patton, be this letter delivered, 

made himself by marriage, and also made a 
lord; and that it was not his part to have 
such language of lords being of the king*s 
blood. 

And my Lord of March rated him in like- 
wise. 

And Sir Anthony^ was rated for his lan- 
guage of all the three lords in likewise. 

Item, the king cometh to London ward, 
and as it is said rereth (raiseth) the people as 
he come ; but it is certain there be commis- 
sions made into diverse shires, that every maii^ 
be ready, in his best array, to come when the 
king send for him. 

Item, my Lord Roos is come from Guisnes. 

No more, but we pray to Jesu have you in 
his most merciful keeping. Amen. 

Written at London the Monday next after 
St. Paul's day. 

Your brother, 

William Paston, 
I^ondon, 
Monday, 29th of January, 
1459. 38H.VI. 



After due recommendation had, please you 
to weet that we came to London upon the 
Tuesday by noon next after our departure 
from Norwich, and sent our men to inquire 
after my Lord Chancellor,^ and Mr. John 
Stokes, and Malmesbury. And as for my 
Lord Chancellor, he was departed from Lon- 
don, and was rode to the king two days ere 
we were come to London ; and as we under- 
stand he hasted him to the king, because of 
my Lord Rivers being taken at Sandwich, &c. 

(^TTien follows a htig account of private 
business, which is here omitted.^ 

As for tidings, my Lord Rivers* was 
brought to Calais and before the lords with 
eight score torches, and there my Lord of 
Salisbury rated him, calling him, " Knave's 
8on,^ that he should be so rude to call him 
and these other lords traitors ; for they should 
be found the king's true liege men when he 
should be found a traitor, &c." 

And my Lord of Warwick rated him, and 
said '* that his father was but a squire, and 
brought up with King Henry V., and since 



LETTER CXXXVI.— (LXXXIX. voL iii. p. 361.) 

We have here the private letter of a great nobleman, wherein he interests himself in the welfare and happiness 
of his domestics in a manner so very pleasing, as to show the goodness of his heart, and the kind attention 
which he paid to those connected with nim. LS«e also to the same effect Letter xliv. p. 53.] 

To our right trusty and entirely uKll-beloved John Paston, Esq, 



Right trusty and right entirely well-beloved, 
we greet you heartily well ; and it is so as ye 
know well yourself, we have and long time 
have had the service of Thomas Denyes, by 
continuance whereof we wend {thought) to 
have had his attendance at our lust(/)/ea«t/re), 

1 I^urence Booth, Bishop of Durham. 

^ Bichard Widville, Lord Rivers, married Jaquetta, 
daughter of Peter of Luxemburg, Earl of St. Paul, 
and widow of John, Duke of B^ford, by whom he 
was father to Elizabeth, the widow of Sir John Gray, 
and afterwauxLs queen of Edward IV. the now Earl of 
March, by whom he was created Earl Rivers, &c. He 
was beheaded in July, 1469, by the Lancastrian 
mutineers in Northamptonshire. 



and nevertheless we have so straightly ex- 
amined his demeaning, that we feel and 
plainly conceive that the love and affection 
which he hath to a gentlewoman not far from 
you, and which ye be privy to, as we sup- 
pose, causeth him alway to desire towards 

3 The w(»d knave appears, by this expression, at 
this time to have been used in a bad sense. [To 
a nobleman certainly, as it was degradatory of his 
rank. It is used in the same sense as " his father 
was but a squire," by Warwick.] 

* Sir Antliony Widville, afterwards Lord Scales 
and Earl Rivers, was beheaded by the tyrannic order 
of Richard III. at Pontefract, on the 13th of June, 
1483. 



PA8TOX LETTEIIF. 



your counttT rather thaii towardi inch DC- i coming rliitlier of our peraoii self iliould be 

cupntionai i» behoveful to in. We «rite | tn {Ihe) pleasure of lier, we will not leave our 

tbraeforeto you, pray iug you lieartily as je Ulwur in that; wherefore we pray you ' 

love ua, that it like you to do that labour at '" ' .: • 






IB your 






belialffoT the weal of Uiismatter, undertaking 
for us that we will show our bounty to tbeni 
both, if it please her that this matter take 
effect, BO that by reaiou she eball liave cause 
to take it in gree {ta bt tatiijitd) ; and if the 



, aa ye will we do 

haste. The Holy Trinity keep vou. Writteu 
at Wirenhoe, the 17lh day of May, 

The Eail of Oxford. 

OXKNFORD. 



ioEiwi. 



I. VI. 



lotMiy, 



The mitten here 

had beloVHLil to Sir Wi 



peinl 



'a'iT.S, 



NUMBER CXXXVII.— (XC. vol. iii. p. 363.) 

UHLed by lEic kla^ to be TC^iKd. v/fn nroVxbly Bome diBputea relative to the midior 
of A^'hieh had been jiurchiaed bvSirWIUlBD PflBtOD, tbeJuilBe. mil the other moleiy 

Ig his Absenee do the king^s alfnin ntii^bl be DeceaBary, but to eilend 
seemi an budahip upoD the peraon who was plaintilf oad thought him- 

rayal armanf Fnnee and England quuterly.flUTmounted by aroytlontHIBt. 
ipiaaed with a ™llBr of SS, (We eivo it below, loaether with die kjn^^a f utogmph. Tliia letteri^H 

To ovr Irusly and witt-btbeid Joha Paiioa, Etq. 

commandment, ye will respite as for anything 
attempting against him, as for any matten 
that ye have to do or say against bim, or any 
other of his servants, well- willere, or tenanti, 
because of him, unto time he sh^ mowe be 
(jn able io hi) iiresent to answer thereunto ; 
wherein ye shaU minister unto us cause of 
pleasure, aud over that deserve of us rigbt 
good thanks. Given miderour signet; kt our 
palace of Westminster, the ISCh day K Sep- 



TbusTv and well beloveil, forasmucli as our 
right trusty and well-beloved the Lord Mo- 
lyns is by our special desire atid command- 
ment waiting upon us, and now, fut divers 
considerations moving us, we purpose to send 
him into certain places for to execute our 
commandments, lijr tbe which he lie may 
(may not) be atti^idaiit to be ill our comities 
of Norfolk ai.d Suffolk at the time of our 



of oyer (and) determiner within th 
our counties. We therefore desire a 
you, that coosiderin 
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LETTER CXXXVIIL— (XCL vol. iil. p. 365.) " 

[Lord Scales was of the party opposed to J. Paston, and we must not therefore accept this accusation against 
tile latter as complete proof oi nis iuj ustice ; but it may rather lead us not to believe in the chafes frequently 
made against other persons opposed to the Paston interests.] 

To our trusty and well-heloved friend, John Paston, Esq. 



Right trusty and well-beloved friend, I greet 
you heartily well, and will ye weet*that 
Wotton is ever crying and calling upon me 
to write unto you for his land : wherefore at 
the reverence of God considering the simple- 
ness of them all, I pray you that ye put them 
at a certain (certainty), and let tliem all that 
they ought to have of right, for their cryiT>g 
cause men to think ye do tliem great wrong, 



which I wote (know) well ye would be sorry 
to do. 

Our Lord have you in his governance. 
Written at Middleton, the 16th day of Octo- 
ber. 

Your friend. Scales. 

Middleton, 
16th of October, 
before 1460. 39 H. VI» 



LETTER CXXXIX.— (XCII. vol. p. iii. 367.) 

[This letter is a curious instance of the caution (arising from insecurity, at a Period when all news was only 
gossip, through the want of a press.) with which information was received. The Duke hesitates to believe 
the letter from London till he has tested its truth by a circumstance within his reacli. The request that the 
letter be burnt is also singular. Tlie official or semi-ofScial letters appear to have travelled very slowly.] 

To my master, John Paston, Esq, 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me unto 
you, and please it you to weet of our new 
tidings here ; as this day came writing both 
to my lord ' and to my lady from London, 
that there be certain letters directed to my 
lord from my lady his Mother,* and divers 
other lords, for to have Daniel ° in his favour 
again, and as it is supposed by tlie means of 
the Duke of Somerset, for he hath been right 
conversant with him all this quarter of this 
year. And also they that sent tliis writing 
say plainly that the Lord Scales is good lord 
to him, and that he hath promised him 
to make Sir Thomas Todenham, Hey don, 
and him accorded, and other men in the coun- 



1 John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, married Ellenor, 
daughter of William Bourchier, Earl of Eu, in Nor- 
mandy. 

8 Catharine, daughter of Balpfa, Earl of Westmore- 
land, and widow of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

3 Tliomas Daniel, Esq. was constable of Rising- 
castle, and married Margaret, sister of John Howa^, 
afterwards Duke of Norfolk. He is said to have been 
attainted in tlie beginning of the reign of Edward IV., 
but afterwards restored and taken into favour. 



try, and that he shall be suffered to enter into 
Brayston, and keep it, to the entent that the 
country shall think, and my Lord also,^ that 
he hath great favour amongst the lords of the 
council, and cause men to fear him the more. 
Whether it be thus or no I cannot say, never- 
theless me thinketh ye shall soon know if 
Mounford will agree that he shall ent«r into 
Brayston, and if that be true, all the remanent 
shall seem the more likely. 

I pray you breune (hum) this letter when 
ye have read it. My lord and my lady say 
ye shall be right welcome and (if) ye will see 
them this Christmas; I report me to your 
wisdom, and God have you in his keeping. 
Written at Framlingham, tlie 18th day of 
December. Richard Southwell.* 

Framlingham, 18th of Decemlwr, 
before 1460. 39 H. VI. 



* [i. e. the Duke of Norfolk.] 

^ Richard Southwell, Esq. married Amy, daughter 
and co-heir of Sir Edmund Witchingham, of Wood- 
Rising, Esq., and so became i)ossessor of tliat estate. 
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LETTER CXL (L. vol.i. p. 195.) 

niis letter, -written from Frumlingham Castle in Suffolk, the ancient seat of the Mowbrays, Dukes of Norfolk, 
most have been written before 1460, when Viscount Beaumont was slain. It is all of the same hand-writing, 
andthatmostprobably of the Duchess's secretarVftiie form of the letters not being like those ofafemale hand. 
The matter recorded shows the princely establiuunentof the households of the nobility in that age ; and that 
they imitated the royal appointments, by having Hxe officers on their own establishments under their letters 
patent. 

To my right toorship/ul and right entirely well-beloved cousin, the Vhcount Beatemont, 



Right worshipful, and right entirely well- 
beloved consiij, I commend me to you with 
all my heart, desiring to hear and verily to 
know of your worshipful estate, profit, health, 
and good prosperity; the which 1 beseech 
our Lord Jesu ever to maintain and preserve 
in all worship, to his pleasance and to yoiu' 
heart's ease. 

- Please it you, cousin, to weet, that your 
well-beloved servant Roger Hunt, and a servant 
of my most dread lord my husband, one 
William, yeoman of his ewry,^ have com- 
muned together, and been fully thorough and 
agreed, that the said William shall have his 
oflSce,* if it may please your good lordship. 

Wherefore, cousin, I pray you, as my special 
trust is in you, that ye will, at the instance of 
my prayer and writing, grant by your letters 



patent to the said William the foresaid office^ 
with such wages and fees as Roger your said 
servant hath it of you ; trusting verily that ye 
shall find the said William a ^ithf ul servant 
to you, and can and may do you right good 
service in that office. 

And, cousin, in the accomplishment of my 
desire in this matter ye may do me a right 
good pleasure, as God knoweth, whom I be- 
seech for his mercy to have you ever in hig 
blessed governance, and send you good life 
and long, with much good worship. 

Written at Framlingham, the 8th day of 
March. 

Elian OR, the Duchess of Norfolk,^ 

Framlingham, 
8th of March, before 1460. 
39H.VI. 



LETTER CXLI.— (XCm. vol. iTi. p. 371.) 

Thedateof this letter cannot be exactly flxed, though I believe it was written in 1460, or, if not then, it must 
have been written early in the reign of Edward IV., as I find there was a presentation to the church of Drayton 
both in 1460 and 1461, but Sir Thomas Hakon was not the person presented on cither of the vacancies. East 
Dereham, a market town, situated nearly in the centre of ttie county of Norfolk, we here find in tlie fifteenth 
century a place of sufScient consequence to have an adjournment of the general quarter sessions of the peace 
ftom Norwich held in it. It has been since that period twice destroyed by fire ; once on the Ist of July, 1*81, 
and again on the 3d of the same month, in 1679. It is now a pleasant, liandsome, and well-built town, ia- 
habitt^ by several respectable families, and furnished with many accommodations for genteel life. [East Dere- 
ham has maintained its rank fi-om Fenn*s time, and is a clean, well-built, and thriviug town. Walsingham 
has been already noticed.] 

To my right wordupful master, John Paston, be this letter delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, please it you to weet that the cause 
that I wrote to you none ere [earlier'] than I 
did after the sessions, was because that Yel- 
verton held the sessions at Dereham and 



1 An officer who had the chargeof the table-linen, 

&c. 

3 It seems by this representation of the matter, as 
if Roger Hunt, the officer of the Viscoimt Beaumont, 
had sold his office under his lordship to William, yeo- 
man of the ewry to the Duke, if, tlm)ugh the Duchess's 
recommendation, Lord Beaumont should think proper 
to accept him. 



Walsingham the next week after the assizes, 
and to have knowledge what labour that was 
made there, and to have sent you word 
thereof; there was great labour made by the 
bailiff of Cossey, and other, for to have in- 
dicted your men both at Dereham and at 



3 Ellenor, Duchess of Norfolk, wife of John Mow- 
bray, Duke of Norfolk, was the daughter of William 
Bourchier, Earl of Eu, in Normandy, and sister of 
Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex. The Duke died in 
1461, and was buried atThetford, where his Duchess 
was likewise buried. 



P ASTON LETTERS. 



109 



Walsingliam, but I punred^ a mean that their 
purpose was letted at those two times. 

Hugh a Fenn is in Flegg; Richard Calle 
spake with him this week, and he said to 
Richard that he and his wife would be with 
me here this week, towards a place of his that 
be hath purchased of Grodered ; if he come I 
shall make him good cheer, for it is told me 
of divers folks that have spoken with him, 
sithen (since) he came into Norfolk, as they 
feel by his saying that he oweth you right 
good will. 

Item, as for my coming to you, if it please 
you that I come, I hope I shall purvey so for 
all things ere I come, that it shall be safe 
enough by the grace of God till I come again ; 
but at the reverence of God, if ye may," 
purvey a mean that ye may come home 
yourself, for that shall be most profitable to 
you, for " men cut large thongs here off other 
men's leather." I shall write to you again 
as hastily as I may. God have you in his 
keeping. Written in haste at Heylesdon, the 
Sunday next after the Assumption of our 
Lady. 

Item, my cousin, Elizabeth Clere is at 
Ormsby, and your mother purposeth to be at 
her place at Caister this week, for the pesti- 
lence^ is so fervent in Norwich that they there 
no longer abide there, so God help; me 
thinketh by my mother, that she would right 
fain that ye did well, and that ye might speed 
right well in your matters; and me thinketh 
by my cousin Clere that she would fain have 
your good will, and that she hath sworn right 
faithfully to me that there shall no default be 
found in her, nor nought hath been, if the 
truth might be understood, as she hopeth it 
shall be hereafter ; she saith there is no man 
alive that she hath put her trust in so much 

1 [In original o'oayd, purveyed or provided. Fenn 
translates ptayed.'] 

3 [Fenn omits majr.] 

3 I do not find any notice in history that any re- 
markable sickness raged at this time, either in 
Norwich or in the kingdom at large. 



as she hath done in you : she saith she wot 
well such language as hath been reported to 
you of her, otherwise than she hath deserved, 
causeth you to be otherwise to her than ye 
should be : she had to me this language weep- 
ing, and told me of divers other things, the 
which ye shall have knowlege of hereafter. 

As for the high sheriff he demeaned him 
right wdl here to me, and he said to me, as 
for the replevins he would ask counsel of 
learned men what he might do therein, and as 
largely as he might do therein, or in any other 
matter touching you, saving himself harmless, 
he would do for you and for yours that he 
might do. 

Item, I have do layd in (caused to be laid 
in) the presentation of Drayton, and have pre- 
sented Sir Thomas Hakon, parson of Felthorp, 
the which is held right a good man and well 
disposed ; and the Duke of Suffolk hath laid 
in another, and there shall be taken an inqui- 
sition thereupon, and Master Stephen is your 
advocate therein. 

Master John Estgate is passed to God on 
Thursday last past, whose soul God assoil! 
whereof in good faMh I am right sorry, for I 
find him right faithful to you ; they die right 
sore in Norwich. 

John Russ saith the profits that hath been 
taken of the manor of Caister since Sir J. 
Fastolf died hath been taken by Sir Thomas 
Howes and Jenney. 

By yours, Margaret Paston. 

Heylesdon, 
Sunday after the 
Assumption of our Lady, 
17th of August, 1460. 38 H. VI. 

I marvel that ye had no tidings from me at 
that time that your letter was written, for I 
sent you a letter by Chittock's son, that is 
prentice in London, and the said letter was of 
the demeaning at the assizes at Norwich, and 
of divers other matters. I pray you send me 
word if ye have it : as for the replevins, Rich- 
ard Calle saith he hath sent you an answer of 
them, and also the copies of ^em. 
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LETTER CXUI.— (XCI V. vol. iii. p. 377.) 

This letter appears to have been written towards the latter end of the reign of Henrv VI., and refers to some 
former trausactions when Southwell appears to have been a retamer to the Diike of York. The exact date 
cannot ho ascertained. 

To the right reverend and wwddpful John Paston, in haste. 



Right reverend and worshipful Sir, and my 
right trusty and well -beloved cousin, I re- 
commend me unto you, praying you heartily 
to remember me unto my master Radcliff, 
80 that by your good means I shall and may 
have his good mastership, the which I have 
effectually to my power sued for this three 
years, and never deserved the contrary to my 
knowledge, by my truth; and if it can or 
may be found that I have, I will obey (sub- 
mit) me, and offer me to abide the rule [de- 
cision'] of you and my cousin your brother, &c. 
Also my Lord of Canterbury,^ (and) Mas- 
ter Walter Blacket' will help forth, if need 
be ; and as to the remanent of the lords, if 
the case require that ye may understand by 
your wisdom they be displeased with me, as 
I trust to God they be not, I beseech you to 
remember that I have aforetime been accused 
unto the king's highness and the queen's for 
owning my poor good will and service unto 
my Lord of York and others, &c., whereof I 
suppose that Thomas Bagham is remembered 
that I brought him once from my lady a 
purse and five marks (3/. 6#. 8</.) therein, 
and to Sir Philip Wentworth another and an 
hundred shillings therein, for their good will 



and advice therein to my lady and all us 
that were appealed for that cause ; notwith- 
standing the king wrote to my lord, by the 
means of the Duke of Somerset, that we 
should be avoided from him, &c. And 
within this two years we were in like wise 
laboured against to the queen, so that she 
wrote to m3^ lord ^ to avoid us, saying that 
the king and she could nor might in uo wise 
be assured of him and my lady as long as we 
were about him, with much other thing, as may 
be sufficiently proved by the queen's writing, 
under her own signet and sign-manual, the 
which I showed to my Lord of Canterbury 
and other lords, &c. 

I pray you have me excused that I en- 
cumber you with these matters at this time, 
for me thinketh ye should will and desire me 
to do anything to your honour and pleasure 
at any time, whereto I shall be ready and 
well-willed ever to my power, by the grace of 
God, who have you ever in his keeping^ and 
all yours. 

Written atNonvich, on Saint Faith's day, in 

haste. Yours, Richard Southwell. 

Norwich, 6th of October, 
about 1460. 39 H. VI. 



LETTER CXLin.— (XCV. vol. iii. p. 381.) 

Though this letter shows us the influence of the great men in the election of the members of the House of 
Commons, yet it appears firom it that in this case the Duke of Norfolk's power was limited, as he could not 
bring in his Ariend and relation Sir Jolm Howard, for I conclude he was the person mentioned in the letter, 
andhis being called a " straunge man" most probably arose from his not having been resident in the county, 
as he was for a long time occupied in the wars of France. He was high-sheriff of the county of Norfolk and 
Suffolk in the first year of Edward IV., and by him was afterward created Lord Howard. His sovereign, 
Richard III., granted him the title of Duke of Norfolk, as being descended from the heir-female of the 
Mowbray s, and, with his royal master, he fell in the battle of Bosworth-field in 1485. [A new parliament 
was called in October, 1460. If this letter was written before 1460, as Fenn says, it must refer to the elections 
of 1455, referred to in Letters Ixxix.. Ixxx., and Ixxxiii., and confirms what we there stated as to the power 
of nol^lemen in elections. It is probable, however, that this letter refers only to a vacancy in the representa- 
tion, and not to a general election, as the letter only mentions one member.] 

To my worshipful master, John Paston, Esq, 



My worshipful master, I recommend me to 
you, and I thank you that it pleaseth you to 

» Tliomas Bourchier. 

3 This family came originally ftova. the bishopric 
of Durham, and a descendant of it was created a ba 
ronct in 1673. 



take such labour for me as ye do : my servant 
told me ye desired to know what my Lord of 
Norfolk said to me when I spake of you, and 



3 John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, in whose 
household R. Soutliwell had au appointment. 
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Ill 



he said inasmuch as Howard might not be, 
he would write a letter to the under-sheritl* 
that the shire should have free election, so 
that Sir Thomas Todenham were not, nor 
none that was toward the Duke of Sufiblk : 
he said he knew ye were never to him ward ; 
ye may send to the under-sheriff, and see my 
lord's letter ;^ Howard was as wode (mad) as 
a wild bullock ; God send him such worship 
as he deserveth; it is an evil precedent for 
the shire that a strange man should be chosen, 



and no worship to my Lord of York, nor to 
my Lord of Norfolk, to write for him; for if 
the gentlemen of the shire will suffer such 
inconvenience, in good faith the shire shall 
not be called of such worship as it hath been. 

Written at Intwood, the Wednesday next 
after Saint John, in haste. 

Your servant, 

John Jennev. 
Intwood, Wedneaday, 
before 1460. 38 H. VI. 



LETTER CXLIV.— (LL vol. i. p. 199.) 

iTHis letter is from Christ. Hausson, in Lou- | the battle of Northampton in July of that 
on, dated October 12th, 1460, to J. Paston, ; year. It is entirely political, and contains 
detailing minor events which took place after ■ nothing of novelty.] 



LETTER CXLV.— (XCVL vol. iii. p. 383.) 

[We give this letter as a curious specimea of the style and language of a learned man, and an eloquent and 

popular preacher. See notice of Brackley in Letter cxxx. p. 99.] 

To my master, John Paston, Esq., he this letter presented. 



Jesu, Maria, &c. 
Right reverend Sir, after due recommenda- 
tion ; we say in this country that Heydon is 
for Berkshire in the Commons' House, and 
the Lady of Suffolk* hath sent up her son 
and his wife^ to my Lord of York, to ask 
grace for a sheriff the next year, Stapilton, 
Boleyn, or Tyrel, qui ahsit. God send you 
Poynings! W. Paston, W. Rokewood, or 
Arblaster, ye have much to do ; Jesu speed 
you; ye have many good prayers, what of 
the convent, city and country. God save 
our good Lord Warwick, all his brethren, 
Salisbury, &c., from all false covetise {cove- 
tousnesB) and favour of extortion, as they will 
flee utter shame and confusion. God save 
them and preserve (them) from treason and 
poison ; let them beware thereof, for the pity 
of God; for if aught come to my Lord 
Warwick but good, farewell ye, farewell I, 
and all our friends ; for by the way of my 
soul this land were utterly undone, as God 

* [In the orig. — " ye may seude to the under-shreve 
and see my lord Ire. Fenn translates — " the mayor 
sent to the under-sheriff and saw my lord's letter."] 

'^ Alice Duchess of Suffolk, widow of William 
Duke of Suffolk, beheaded at sea in 1450. 



forbid ; their enemies boasting with good to 
come to their favour ; but God defend them, 
and give them grace to know their friends 
from their enemies, and to cherish and prefer 
their friends, and lesse (lessen) the might of 
all their enemies throughoulrthe shires of the 
land; and [of those who^ my good Lord 
Warwick with my lord his brother (the) 
Chancellor, and my lord their father would 
oppose, as did Daniel, Fortescu, Alexander, 
Hody, Dr. Aleyn, Heydon, and Thorpe; of 
the writing made by them at Coventry par- 
liament,* they should answer worse than sub 
cino or sub privo* (or prino), and this ge- 
nerally would I say at Paul's Cross, &c., and 
(if) 1 should come there, &c. 

It is verified of them (Jeremiah, viii. 8), 
" vere mendacium operatus est stilus mendax 
scribarum, &c." And think of two verses of 
your Psalter, " Scribantur haec in generatione 
alter^ (hujus, scilicet, parliamenti) et populus 
qui creabitur laudabit Deum.'* (Psalm 

3 Johnde la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Ricliard Plantagenet, Duke of 
York. 

« This relates to the Bill of Attainder. 

s Query ? The meaning of tliis expression. 
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cii. 18.) "Deleantur etiam tales penrerei 
scriptores de libro viventium et cum justu 
non scribantur." (Pscilm Ixix. 28.) Et non 
plura, sed vos, vestros et vestra coiuervet 
Jesus graciose in prosperis et graciosius dirigat 
in agendis. Ex Norwico feria 4^, nuntio 
festinaiite. 

And I pray you for Grod's sake to be good 
master to John Lyster, &c. And I pray you 



think in this parliament of the text of Holy 
Scripture, *'quicunqu€ fecerit contra legem 
Dei, et contra legem Regis, judicium fiet 
de eo, vel in condemnationem substantia 
ejus, vel in carcerem, vel in exilium, vel in 
mortem," l»o Esdrae vii. v. 26, et p. 2^ Et- 
drae, 8°. ^ John Braceley. 

Norwich, Thuradav, 
1460. S9H.Vi; 



LETTER CXLVI.— (XCVII. vol. iii. p. 387.) 

[Is another letter of Brackley's. It contains obscure style, and with more Latin, than the 
nothing of interest, and is written in a more preceding.] 



NUMBER CXLVII.— (XCVIII. vol. iii. p. 393.) 

We have in this sermon of Dr. Brackley a curious specimen of pulnit eloquence and divinity in the reign of 
Henry VI., commemorating the descent of the Holy Ghost upon tne Apostles, &c., under the visible appear- 
ance of fiery tongues. We are next informed of the three requisites for a preacher of the Grospel, and of tlie 
divine assistance which the Apostles received to enable them to preach with effect. He then sets before his 
audience the vanity of earthly joys, and the immensity of heavenly ones, both by precept and example. His 
texts are chosen with propriety, and his examples, as adduced, have their effect. There are in two or three 
places a few quotations wluch, from the smallness of the hand, and the badness of the writing, I have been. 
obliged to give up as illegible. As the exact year in which this sermon was preached cannot be ascertained, I 
have placed it to follow the last letter, written by the author of it. 

An ancient Whitsunday Sermon, preached hy Friar Brackley (ivhose hand it is) at the Frier* 

Minora Church in Norwich.* 



Friends, this holy time, as our mother holy 
church maketh mention, the Holy Ghost came 
from Heaven, and lighted on the disciples of 
Christ, inflaming them with cunning, and 
strengthening them with grace. And because 
the doctrine and preaching of them should go 
throughout all the werd (world) ; first, they 
were to be informed and taught cunning {skill 
or knowledge), and to be strengthened with 
audacity (conjidence) and grace, and then to 
be endued * {with) and given all manner of 
languages, that they might preach to all 
manner of nations, so that those nations that 
they preached to might understand them, and 
every nation his own tongue. And so these 
Apostles, after that they were inspired with 
the Holy Ghost, wheresoever they preached, 
were there never so many nations present, 
each nation thought that they spoke in their 
own language, etenim illud loquebantur variis 
linguis Apostoli. 

Friends, three things be necessary in preach- 

* [These references are Brackley's own, but the 
passage is in Ezra vii. 26.] 
^ [Fenn gives endotred,] 



ing to him that shall preach through the 
world as the Apostles did, that is to say, J 
cunning, boldness, and languages; if they ' 
had had cunning and none audacity, but ' 
have feared to have preached, it should little 
a (have) profited, as we have examples daily 
at Cambridge, exempli gratia, de clerico quis 
studuit sermonem, &c. And if they have 
both cunning and audacity, and have none 
eloquency nor copiousness of language, so 
that he preach that (which) his audience is 
most exercised in, that they imderstaud him, 
else it profiteth not. 

Therefore these holy Apostles before they 
should preach, first they were to be confirmed 
and strengthened. Our Lord strengthened 
them by imder-nemyng,* informing, and 
helping, (culpando, q f) ut in evaugelium re- 
cumbentibus, &c. 

He strengthened them with his help and 
grace when he breathed in them, saying, 
" Accipite spiritum sanctum, et quorum re- 

3 This is written on the back of the paper contain- 
ing the original sermon. 
* [Under-naming, t. e., appointing.] 



PASTON LETTERS. 



113 



miseritis peccata, remittuntur eis, et quorum 
retinueritis retenta sunt, &c." {John, xx. 
22, 23); he straigthened them also by his 
doctrine, when he said, '^ Petite et accipietis; 
si quid petieritis patrem in nomine meo, dabit 
vobis." (John, xvi. 23, 24.) How that ye 
should pray to God and ask, I taught you on 
Easter day ; therefore ye shall pray Giod by 
good working, right lull labouring, and in 
good deeds persevering. 

Friends, ye ought for to ask of God that 
your joy may be a full joy and perfect ; we 
may never have a full joy in this world, 
whereas ever among followeth heaviness. A 
man joyeth sometimes in gold and silver, and 
in great substance of earthly goods, in b^uty 
of women; but this joy is not perfect, but 
tiiig joy is not stable, but it is mutable as a 
shadow ; for he that thus joyeth in the beauty 
of his wife, it may fortune to-morrow he shall 
follow her to church upon a bier ; but if ye 
will know what is a full and a vary joy, 
truly forgiveoess of sin, and everlasting bliw, 
whcareas is never sickness, hunger, nor thirst, 
nor no manner of disease, but all w^th, joy, 
and prosperity, &c. There be thvee manner 
of joys, ^e one void, another half full, the 
third is a full joy ; the first is plenty of worldly 
goods ; the second is ghostly grace ; the third 
is everlasting bliss. The first joy, that is, 
affluence of temporal goods, is called a vain 
joy, for if a man were set at a board with 
delicate meats and drinks, and he saw a 
cauldron boiling afore him witli pykke (pitch) 
and brimstone, in the which he should be 



thrown naked as soon as he had dined, for 

S though^ he should joy much in his deliciose 
delicious) meats, it should be but a vain joy* 
Right so doth the joy of a covetous man, if 
he see what pain his soul shall suffer in hell, 
fftt the miskeeping and getting of his goods, 
he ^ould not joy in his treasure, ut in libro 
Decalogorum, ^ Quidam homo dives, &c.'* 

Semiplennm gaiadium est quando quis in 
presenti gaudet et tunc cogitans de futuris 
dolet; ut in quodam libro Graaco, &c., 
" Quidam Rex Grsecis, &c.," here ye may 
see but half a joy ; who should joy in this 
world if he remembered him of the pains of 
the other world? "Non glorietur fortis in 
fortitudine su^, nee sapiens in sapientiA, sua, 
nee dives in divitiis suis," (Jer, ix. 23) ; de 
quibus dicitur, qui confidunt in multitudine 
divitiarum suarum, quasi oves in inferno 
positi sunt (Psalm xlix. 6, 14), " Qui glori- 
antur, in Domino glorientur" (Jer, ix. 24) ; 
tiierefore let us joy in hope of everlasting 
joy and bliss. 

Gaudete quia nomina vestra scripta sunt 
in c»lo, ut gaudium vestrum sit plenum. 
(Luc. X. 20.) 

A full joy is in heaven. 

Et in hoc apparet, quod m£^um gaudium 
est in caelo, quoniam ibi est gaudium quod, 
"oculos non vidit, nee auris audivit, et in 
cor hominis non- ascendit, quae Deus pre- 
paravit diligentibus," (1 Cor. ii. 9); et ideo 
Fratres, variis linguis loquens (precor), ut 
gaudimn vestrum sit plenum, vel, habeatis 
gaudium sempitemum. 
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LETTER CXLVIir.— (XCIX. Tol. i 

Wfliwhenthftt tbe Abbotof LBiiffW4nirei1a>ie eicuwd BttpnEliDif In 

Ibil Sir Johfl hiimiilt daired ptnicnliri; Ihnt Uw whola ewnilion d( 
hi! wUl ilioqld mt vilh 1. PiHon and Thomu llowei. Muur/lciha 
Stokai mt i doctor of Uws. > eivlllnn. •nd tn offlnr of ths Bijhop'a 
Court, Nldu>1uDaanAbbotDfLij]vleyiiil4C8nndli] 1465; bemtirt 

by ;^ Rolnnnti RogR , Kelke , o 

wm ilAwy of muiderablH posse 



1 b«*ni« Oie burkil-plkcfi 




jmp^recl. E hvfe delinei 



Ta tht r^ht worihipfai Si 
R:qut worahiprul Sir, 1 recommend me b 
joa, and furssmuch at it is jiiformed mi 
that it wag ajipotnted that all the eiecutor 
of the worshipful knight Sir John Futulf, 
whose toa\ God araoil [ should b« 









tort I am named for one, as I understand ; 
wherdbte inoimucb oa ye be ordinary and 
cue of the same eiecuton, I pray you tender 
my labour without my coming, by your dta- 
cretioii, might be more profit to toe dead,' 
for I conceive it should be but chaige to the 
dead and little available, conaideiing that 
John Parton, Esq., and Thomas Howes, parson 
of Blofield, shall come up at this time, whicli 
were the persulis above all otben Oiat the sdrl 
Sir John Fasfolf put in his moat singular love 
and trust, and would they should have the 
leepii^ and disposition of his goods, as well 
in his life as after his decease, to dispose for 
tlie ueal of iiis sou); and tbat none otlier 



LTh* Virgin .iiUp^in . isbenuBle,] 


>, Malta- John Slota. 




named his eiecutora, 


but only they twain. 


should have any keep 
part of his goods durin 


ng or disposing of any 


g their lives; and that 


all other named exe< 


utors ahould support 


them, a,id give them 


o (he said John Paston 


and Thomas Howes th 


ir good advice in per- 


forming of bis desire 


ji that behalf; wliere- 


foire thatitliketh you 


iti anything ye desire 


me to do in this cause 


or matter, to ^ve your 


faith and credence to 


the said John Paston 


and Thomas Howes, a 


nd BO desired me the 


said knight faithfully 


to do, that knoweth 


God, whom I beseech 


preserve you from all 


adversity. Written in 


the abbey of Langley, 


the 8th dav of the month of May, the year of 


our Lord 1460. 




Your priest. 




The 


Abdot of Lanolkv. 


Abboyorijmilf.y. 





LETTER CXUX.— (C.vol.iil. p. iOl.) 



his requcBt. bbIi 



ii \ftla musl hate been n-rltm Ihcl 
r, llie request must have beea lo Quei 



was prior of Bromholm 
rl J. PasloD died Id May. 



ta EhaixHi. lbs queeu of Edoard IV. 

7b mj right worAip/ul mailer, John Paiton, Etq, 
WiBKT wonbipful master, I recommend me I and prosperity, which Jesu n 
. unto you, desiruig to know of your welfare crease to his pleasure after yoi 
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thanking you ever of your good mastenhip to 
me showed at all times without desert on my 
behalf, praying you and heartily beseeching 
of your good continuance. Please it your 
mastership forasmuch as it (^U) moved unto 
the my good masters the counsel of the Duchy 
of Lemcaster, that they be well willing to 
make labour unto my sovereign lady the 
queen of your good instance for certain tim- 
ber toward my dortour (dormitory) at Brom- 
holm, in which mine especial desire is to 
have eight principal beams, every one in 
length eleven yards. I am not expert in 
making of any supplication, beseeching your 



mastenhip to take it upon you to do it make 
after your advice, alleged sdl poverty as your 
worshipful discretion can much better than I 
can inform, aud I remit all to your wisdom, 
ever beseeching you to call this matter to your 
remembrance. No more at this time, but the 
Holy Trinity mote (pleatey have you in hit 
governance, and send you long life to endure 
to his pleasuie. Written the 14th day of 
October. 

Your priest and chaplain, 

John, Prior of Bromhalm. 

14th of October, 1460, 39 H. VI., 
or 1465, 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CL.— (LII. vol. i. p. 203.) 

Clement Paston appears to have written this letter to his brother, to induce him to show himself zealous 
for the York party, who had now possession of London and the king ; and to induce him to do it with 
the greater readiness, informs him that the Lancastrian army, led on by the queen, had leave to pilU<{u 
the south, and take away any man's property : this is a true, though teiribie, picture of a kingdom 
harassed by civil commotions ! 

To his right worshipful brother, John Paston, 



Right reverend* and worshipful brother, I 
recommend (me) to you, certifying you your 
letter was delivered me the 23d day of January 
about the noon season, and Richard Calle 
rode in the morning, and therefore I broke 
your letter, if (lest) there were any after 
matter; and I did (ordered) Christopher 
Hauswan (to) go to my Lord of Canterbury' 
to tell him as your letter rehearsed ; and my 
lord said he had spoken with your man 
thereof the day before, and if the Bishop of 
Norwich* would not do so much for him, he 
is the less beholden to him ; notwithstanding, 
he said he would save you harmless against 
John Young ; but, and ye do well, remember 
this lord have many matters to think on, and 
if it be forgotten the harm is yours ; also if 
the word [q, world ?] turn John Young will 
not do at his prayer. 

And my Lord Fitzwalter* is ridden north- 
wards, and it is said, in my Lord of Canter- 



^ Not please, but might. The sentence means, 
*• but may the Holy Trinity," &c. 

3 [Reverend is here not used in its now usual 
acceptation, but in that of revered, honoured — as 
we have already noticed, and in which sense it 
frequently occurs.]) 

3 Thomas Bouichier. 






bury's house, that he hath taken 200 of 
Andrew Trollop's® men. And as for Colt, 
and Sir James Strangwyse, and Sir Thomai 
Pykering, they be taken or else dead : the 
common voice is that they be dead. 

Hopton and Hastings be with the Earl of 
March, aud were not at the field. 

What word that ever he have from my 
lords that be here, it is well done and best for 
you to see that the country be always ready 
to come, both footmen and horsemen, when 
they be sent for ; for I have heard said the 
farther lords will be here sooner than men 
ween, I have heard said ere three weeks to an 
end ; and also that ye should come with more 
men and cleanlier arrayed than any other 
man of your country should; for it lieth 
more upou your worship and toucheth you 
more near than other men of that country, 
and also ye be more had in favour with my 
lords here. In this country every man is well 

* Walter Hart, [or Lyhart] Bishop of Norwich. 

s This must have been some action, after the 
battle of Wakefield, in which the queen's party wad 
beaten. 

« Andrew Trollop was killed at the battle of 
ToD^ion, on the 29th March, 1461, fighting for Iho 
House of Laucasier. 

I 2 
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willing to go with my lords here, and I hope 
God shall help tiiem, ibr the peo]|^ in me 
north rob ancL steal, and be appointied^ 
to pill (jpiUage) all this country, and give 
away men's goods and livelyhoods in all the 
south country, and that will ask a mischief. 
My lords that be here have as much as they 
may do to keep down all this country, more 
than four or five shires, for they would be up 
on the men in the north, for it is for the 
weal of all the south. I pray you recom- 
mend me to my mother, and that I prayed 
her of her blessing; I pray you excuse me to 
her that I write her no letter, for this was 
enough to do. I dare not pray you to re- 



commend me to my sister your wife^ aadtlie 
messenger I trow be so wise he can not d*) 
it. Ye must pay him for his labour, Ibr bt 
tarried all night in tliis town for this letter. 

Written the 23d day of January in haste, 
when I was not well at ease. God have 
(jrow) in his keeping. 

By Clement P^crreN, 

Your Brother. 
S3d Jaimaryi 1460. S9 H. VI. 



[The sealt of the Pastons were asuiUly 
one or more fleur de lis, but on this 
letter Clement Pastou gives an m- 
calop shell.] 




LETTER CLI.— (CI. vol. iii. p. 405.) 

In these days few persons died without bequeathing something to the church, to be distributed at Ae pleasme 
of their executors. This trust seems to have been reposed in J. Paaton by several, though it appears he was 
slow in disposing of the money, as his father had been dead now above flifteen years, and a part of his goods 
so bequeathed remained still in his hands ; as appears by this letter. 

AmioabiH magiatro noUro, Johanm Paston, Armigero, 



Full reverend and worshipful, afber all due 
reverence and recommendation, yoto' poor 
priest beseecheth humbly it please your good 
mastership to understand by this simple bill, 
that on the Friday next aJfter the Feast of the 
Conversion of Saint Paul last past, I was at 
your place at Caister to have told you what 
answer I had of Sir Thomas Howes, parson 
of Blofield, and inasmuch as ye were not 
at home, I told it to my mistress your wife, 
and God thank her of her gentleness, she 
made me great cheer ; and moreover advised 
me to send you a bill thereof to London. 
This was his answer, when I had talked to 
him as I could, in like wise as ye adverted* 
me to do ; he answered again in these words, 
** Near is my kirtle, but nearer is my smock ;*' 
and this was his meaning, that ye should be 
more near us, and tender to us, than he, and 
that ye should rather owe us good will than 
he, and that we should labour rather to your 
mastership than to him ; and also that good 
that he had to dispose he had beset it, and 
of parcell, he told me, he had delivered 
the Abbot of Langley, foinrscore pounds, 

1 The queen had informed her northern army 
that they should plunder the country south of Trent. 



whereof, as he said to me, ye grudged and 
were in manner displeasec^ notwithstand- 
ing ye said again to him ye should give as 
much; and he said to me ye named tiie 
places where; and therefore he advised me 
to labour effectually to your good masteraiiip, 
for ye might help us well ; for he said ye had 
much good of the dead to dispose, what of 
your father, God bless that soul! what of 
Bemey, and what now of his good master 
Fastolf. And as for Sir John Fastolf, on 
whose soul Jesu have mercy! he said to me, 
ye had of his good four, four, and four more 
than he, in these same terms, without any 
sum. 

And after all other talkings he told me 
he should be with you at London hastily, and 
that he would say good word to you to 
relieve our poor place; Sir, I beseech, be thee 
not displeased, for truly and {if) I wist to 
have your heavy mastership therefore, I had 
lever {rather) it had been unthought. And 
[t/1 is this, that when Sir Thomas Howes and 
ye be soon at London we might be so in your 
good grace that our place might be brother 



[8 The original, is " au'ted." 
tised, or avertyzed.] 



We think for adver* 
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us 



to Langley, for that should glad 
more than the commission that the Bishop 
of Norwich^ sent us on Thursday last past to 
gather the dymes (tenths), for that is a 
shrewd labour for us, a great coet and a 
■shrewd jeopardy. 

Evermore that high and mighty celestial 
prince preserve you body and soul, and send 
you comfort of the Holy Ghost well to per- 
form all your heart's desire in all your 



matias to his pleasance and your worship, 
and solace to all your weU-willers. Written 
8t Bromholm on the Saturday next after the 
feact of the conversion of Saint Paul last 
past. 

From your priest and beadsman, 

John, prior of Bromholm.* 

Bromholm, 
Saturday, 31 January, 
1469. S9H. VI. 



LETTER CLII.— (CII. vol. iii. p. 409.) 

In former times a person't signet or seal was of the utmost consequenoe, and we find by this letter that J. 
Paston had made immediate inquiries after his as soon as he missed it. I cannot in this plaee forbear 
mentioning the promiscuous and unauthorised use of arms, which, to tiie disgrace of the laws of honour, 
now so generally prevails, since it has been supplied that the college of arms is not empowered to compel 
IMtyment by attaching the body of goods of ihe oSimder for any fine set by the Court of Honour upon those 
persons who have assumed arms, and bear them without a proper grant or descent from the original 
^antee. When county visitations were permitted, and the king of arms of the province and heralds went 
tiieir progresses, distinctions of family descents and family arms were recorded and kept up, and the heirs 
of gentlemen's fomilies for a small fee were enabled to join tiiemaelves to their parent stodc, by attending 
wiw their vouchers at the time and place appointed, of whidi they were informed by a public summons from 
the sheriffs of their respective coimties. It may be said, that in a free government like ours every man 
ought to have a right to ornament his carriage, his plate, or the wax on ms letters, with any device most 
agreeable to himself without being aoeountable to any one. This being allowed, what will follow ? That 
every one may aastime a name, or even a title, or may decorate himself with the insignia of any of the honour- 
able orders. But would not such an one be called a fool or a madman ? He oertaMy would. I have often 
thought that government might fairly avail itself of the present prevailing taste for arms-bearing, by con* 
])elling every person of what rank or degree soever to take out an annual licence or eertifioate, for whidi a 
stated sum according to his rank or degree should be paid for the liberty of bearing or displaying any unaa, 
crest, or device, on his banners, carriages, plate, seals, &c. &c. This would be a tax which couU not eflsot 
the poor, nor in reality any one who did not wish to put himself in the rank of a gentleman. [TUs 
suggestion of Fenn's is curious as being probably the origin of a tax not long afterwards Imposed, and now 
in existence-] 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you ; praying you to weet that I have received 
your letter this day that ye sent me by Yel- 
verton's man. As for your signet, I found it 
upon your board the same day that ye went 
hence, and I send it you by Richard Heberd, 
bringer hereof; as for your errands that ye 
wrote to me for, Richard Charles is out 
about your errands aboijt Gre^am, and for 
his own matters also, and I suppose he 
cometh not home till it be Tuesday or 
Wednesday next coming, and as soon as he 
cometh home he shall go about your errands 
that ye wrote to me for. 



' Walter Hart [or Lyhart] became Bishop of Nor- 
wich in 1446, and died in 1472. 

3 This priory was founded by William de Glan- 
ville, in the reign of Henry I., and in the year 1113. 



I sent you a letter written on Tuesday 
last past, which, as I suppose, Roger Ormsl^ 
delivered you. I took it to Alson Partridge ; 
she rode with Clippesby's wife to London. 

I pray you if ye have anotlier son that yt 
will let it be named Hairy ,^ in remembrance 
of your brother Harry ; also I pray you that 
ye would send me dates and cinnamcm ai 
hastily as ye may. I have spoken with 
John Damme of tiiat ye bade me say to him 
to say to Thomas Note, and he says he wac 
well paid that ye said and thought therein, 
as ye did: nerles (nevertheless) I bade him 
that he should say to the said Thomas therein. 



3 On the back of the original letter in an ancient 
hand is written " It appere by this IrS yt Justice 
Paston had a sonne named Heny, who dyed 
yonge." 
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88 it were of himself, without yoar advice or 
any others; and he said he eliould so, and 
that it shovdd be purveyed for this next 
week at the furthest. The blessed Trinity have 
you in his keeping. Written at Norwich in 



haste the Friday next before Candlemas 
day. By your groaning wife,^ 

Margaret Paston. 

Nor^rich, Friday, Ist February, 
1460. 39H.VI. 




LETTER CLIII.—(CIII. vol. iii. p. 413.) 

This letter has no direction, and lest it should be opened, the paper which fiutens the seal is. aloiiff the edge, 

marked with lines '^ *^=-^ ' ' " ^^ '-^ - "- -^"^ **• »— ~r-.v* — .m.. 

have discovered 
On the back of it, 

this letter was written just before the important crisis that finished Henry's reign and placed Edward on the 
throne ; if so, it was written on the Ist of March, 1460-1. at a time when the friends of Henry might be elated 
at the approiich of the queen with her army, which had been lately victorious at St. Alban's, not foreseeing 
that in a few days the Duke of York would become their sovereign. Giles Saint Loe was high sheriff (rf* 
Norfolk and Suffolk in 1468. N.B. To this letter the initial letter of her Christian name is only affixed. Seal, ft 
fleur de lys. See engraving at end of the letter, wherein the marks drawn by a pen to show if it had. 
been opened, are expressed. The square lines represent the i>aper folded over the letter on which the seal 
is impieflsed ; the angular ones show the oonuectmg lines from that paper to the paper on which the lettm is 
written. 

A Utter to John Ptuton, Esq., from hU wife. 



Please it you to weet that it is let me weet 
by one that oweth you good will, that there is 
laid a wait upon you in this country if ye 
come here at large, to bring you to €ie pre- 
sence of such a lord in the north as shall 
not be for your ease, but to jeopardy of your 
life, or great and importable loss of your 
goods; and he that hath taken upon him 
this enterprise now, was under-sheriff to 
Giles Saintlowe ; he hath great favour hereto 
by the means of the son of William Baxter 
that lieth buried in the Grey Friars ; and as 
it is reported the said son hath given great 
silver to the lords in the north to bring the 
matter abouf^ and now he and all his old 
fellowship put out their fins, and are right 
flygge (ripe) and merry, hoping all thing is 
and shall be as they will have it; also it is 
told me that the father of the bastard in this 
country said that now should this shire be 
made sure for him and his heirs, and for the 
Baxter's heirs also, whereby 1 conceive they 
think that they have none enemy but 
you, &c. 

Wherefore like it you to be the more wary 
of your guiding for your person's safe-guard, 
and also that ye be not too hasty to come 



into this country till ye hear the world (w) 
more sure. I trow the bearer of this shall 
tell more by mouth as he shall be informed 
of the rule in this country. God have yoa 
in his keeping. Written in haste, the second 
Sunday of Lent, by candlelight at even. 

By yours, &c. 

Margaret Paston. 

1st March. 1460-1. y 

89 II. VI. -T^X ^S^ / / 

/ / 




/ 



1 The oonchisiou of this letter is particular, and 
shows that the WTiter was very i.eir her time of 
lyiug-in : it was written I believe about 1460. 
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LETTER CLIV.— (LIII. vol. i. p. 209.) 

This letter must have been written in the reign ofHenryVL.bat in what year I cannot say: it contains a curious 
historical anecdote , greatly to the honour of the commander of the ships. [It is certainly very curious, if true • 
but we believe it must be greatly exaggerated. So remarkable an event could not have passed unnoticed by 
historians, none of whom even allude to it, though they mention the far less important capture of a few 
Spanish or Hans-town vessels by the Earl of Warwick about the same time, i. e. the latter end of the reiir n of 
Henry VI.] * 

To mtf reverend master, nomas Daniel, Esquire^ for the king's bodif,* be this letter delivered in haste. 

Most reverend master, I recommend me unto 
your gracious mastership, ever desiring to 
hear of your worshipful estate; the which 
Almighty God maintain it, and increase it 
unto his pleasance. 

Pleasing you to know of my welfare, and 
of all your men, at the making of this letter, 
we were in good health of body, aye^ blessed 
beGrod. 

Moreover, master, I send you word by 
Rawly Pickering of all matters, the which I 
beseech you give him credence, as he will 
inform you of all, so sure I beseech you in 
the reverence of God that ye will inform our 
sovereign lord the king of all matters that I 
send you in this letter ; like as I have sent a 
letter to my Lord Chancellor, and to all my 
lords, by the said Pickering : the which letter 
I beseech you that ye take and deliver to my 
lord, and all my lords, by your own hands, 
and let the said Pickering declare all things 
as he hath seen and known. 

First, I send you word that when we went 
to sea, we took two ships of Brest coming out 
of Flanders; and then after, there is made a 
great arming in Britayne to meet with me and 
my fellowship, that is to say, the great ship 
of Brest, the great ship of Morlaix, the great 
ship of Vannes, with other eight ships, barges, 
and balingers to the number of 3000 men, 
and so we lay on the sea to meet with them. 

And then we met with a flote {fleet) of an 
hundred great ships of Prusse [Prusia'\, 
Lubeck, Campe, Rostock, Holland, Zealand, 
and Flanders,* betwixt Guernsey and Port- 
land ; and there I came aboard the admiral, 
and bade them strike in the king's name of 
England, and they bade me skite in the 
king's name of England; and then I and 



* Thomas Daniel, Esq. [See Letter cxxxix.] 
3 An esquire of the iuug*s body was an officer of 
great trust, lodged near, and during the night all 
messages, &c. were delivered by him in person to the 
king. 



my fellowship said but {unless) he will strike 
down the sail, that 1 will oversail tbem by the 
grace of God, and God will send me wind 
and weather ; and they bade me do my worst, 
because I bad so few ships, and so small that 
they scorned me. 

And as God would, on Friday last was, we 
had a good wind ; and then we armed us to 
the number of 2000 men in my fellowship, 
and made us ready for to oversail them ; and 
then they launched a boat, and set up a 
standard of truce, and came and spoke with 
me, and there they were yielded all the 
hundred ships to go with me into what port 
that me list and my fellows ; but they fought 
with me the day before, and shot at us a 1000 
guns, and quarrels out of number, and have 
slain many of my fellowship, and maimed 
also. 

Wherefore methinketh that they have for- 
feited both ships and goods at our sovereign 
lord the king's will. 

Beseeching you that ye do your part in thi» 
matter, for this I have written to my I^rd 
Chancellor, and all my lords of the king's 
council ; and so I have brought them, all the 
hundred shijis, within Wight (the Isle of 
flight), in spite of them all. 

And ye might get leave of our sovereign 
lord the king to come hither, it shall turn you 
to great worship and profit, to help make our 
appointment in the king's name, for ye saw 
never such a sight of ships taken into England 
this hundred winters; for we lie armed night 
and day to keep them in, to the time that we 
have tidings of our sovereign and his council ; 
for truly they have done harm to me, and to 
my fellowship, and to your ships, more than 
2000/.* worth (of) harm. 

3 [Aye was frequentiy written /, as it is here in the 
original. Fenn omits it in the translation.] 

* These were great marts for trade. 

& I cannot tell whether this, in the original letter 
182000/. or 3000/. 
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And therefore I am advised, and all my 
fellowship, to drown^ them and slay them, 
without that we have tidings from our sove-# 
reign the king and his council ; and therefore 
in the reverence of God come ye yonrself, 
and ye shall have a great avail and worsliip 
for your comiitg to see a such sight, for I dare 
well say, that I have here at this time all the 
chief ships of Dutchland, Holland, Zealand, 



and Flanders, and now it were time for to 
treat for a final peace as for these parts. 

I write no more to you at this time, but 
Almighty Jesu have you in his keeping. 

I write in haste within Wight, on Sunday 
at idght after the Ascension of our Lord. 

By your own servant, 
Robert Wenyngton. 
Isle of Wight, Sunday, H. VI. 



LETTER CLV.— (CIV. vol. iii. p. 415.) 

On the back of this letter, but in a later hand, is the following memorandum, " Robttts Debenham ar* huit exit. 
GilbVm Debenham mil. fil. suu, ipso pat. viren." We have here a curious and at that time a oommau 
instance of forcible entry, and l^eeping possession by force, from which, and many other similar accounts 
contained in these letters, we see the propriety of buildings of tliat age being strengthened by towers, moats, 
and draw-bridges, as deuces against tnose forcible invasions of private property. William Naunton, tiw 
writer of this letter, was of the very ancient and wor^ipf ul family of Naunton, at this time ritoated at Aldoton 
in Suffolk. His ilescendants afterwards removed to Letheringham in the same county, where they posaeaaed 
a considerable property, and resided in a venerable mansion, formerly the abbey. Tlie last male possessor 
of ^is estate left it by will to his heir at law^ : the consequence of which has been that pretended heirs have 
been continually starting up, and disputing the right of the person in possession to the detriment of the estate, 
and to the utter destruction of the church and chancel, now become a ruinous mass firom n^lect, and in 
which were many curious, es^nsivc, and valuable monuments of this, the Wingfields and other allied 
feimilies ; the windows were also adorned with exceedingly elegant paintings on the glass, of Scripture 
history, effigies, and armorial bearings, all of which have been within these very few years entirely de- 
molished ! The monuments, however, are most of them preserved by the accurate pencil of Mr. Johnson* 
of Woodbridge, at the expense of my friend Craven Ord, Esq. This writer little thought, whilst he was 
I lamenting the proceedings at Cotton -hall to J. Paston, that in after-ages his desceno^ts would be de- 
spoiling a litigated property in somewhat a similar manner. [This note of Fenn's was published in 1789.3 

To n.y Master Paston, the elder, be this letter delivered in hast. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
your good mastership the cause why I M'rite ; 
I let you have knowledge of the men that be 
in Cotton-hall (in Suffolk), how they he 
strangely disposed against you, for, as I hear 
say, they make revel there, they melt lead, 
and break down your bridge, and make that 
no man go into (the) place but on a lad- 
der, and make tliem as strong as they can 
against you by the supportation of Jenney, 
and Debenham, and his son, for they say 
there that Jenney hath sold the livelihood 
unto Debenham, and that his son tlie knight 
shall dwell there, and tiierefore they have 
warned a court against Monday, and now 
they have advised to keep it on Saturday 
he&te Monday; what they mean thereby 1 
wot never; but as for the fellowship in the 
place &at is th«% now, and have been there 



1 It seems contnry to all rules of war or humanity 
to drown or slay prisoners of war, ai^er they have 
MIMMMNQ* 



all this week, tliere is no man of substance as 
we hear, and there have been but seven or 
pii^ht all this week, but there will be a great 
fellowship tliis night or to-morrow upon 
Saturday, for then they will keep the court; 
and as for Edward Dale he dare not abide 
well at home, they threaten him so, because 
he will send them no vytaly (victuals), and as 
for myself Edward D^e dare not let me well 
be there for taking in suspicion. And as for 
tlie tenants, they be well disposed, except one 
or two, so that ye will support them in haste, 
for they may not keep their cattle off the 
ground longer, and specially they desire to 
have your own presence, and they would be 
of great comfort. 

No more I write to you, but the Holy 
Ghost have you in keeping. Written on the 
Friday after my departing. 

By your servant, 

William Naunton. 



Friday, . • , 
Date uncertain. 
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LETTER. CLVL— (CV. yoL iii. p. 419.) 

We have here a mostcnrioas letter firom a brother of the Order of the Temple of Svon to J. Paston, earnestly 
persuading him to a temporary residence amon^t them, aocordingto &e rulM of the order, and dissuading 
nim from improper alms-giving to the hurt of his private affairs. The diooaing of a place to do his penanee 
In during Advent, reminds us of the establishment lor the secret house of the Earl of Northumborland, in ihe 
reign of Henry the Vlllth, who at certain seasons of the year retired from his principal mansion to some 
small retreat, where he lived privately, and most probably performed oflSces of devotion and charity, as 
atonements for his sins of omission and commission. See die ' Northomberland Book.' p. 361, and notea at 
p. 442. We may firom this letter suppose that persons of inferior rank at certain times likewise left flMnr 
nouses, and retired for the same purposes of praying and alms-doing, and that the season of Advent was the 
time set apart by J . Paston for those religious duties. [From all other parts of the correspondence, however, 
notwithstimding Hie writers " p'flte knowlich of yor fireeU and natrall cUroosiseon,** J. Paston would seem to 
have been among the last of men who ruin themselves through their tiherality . The ^ixeat of a sharp and hasty 
process in case of disobedience, seems to confirm the subsequent passage, where he is invited to come and be 
jocund, " as ze sholde be yn the place of yor p'fession amounggis yo'holy bryy*yn," that Paston was himself 
professed of the order, which we think however is hardly piol^ble.] 

To my right worshipful master and brother, John Paston, this letter be taken. 



Right worshipful and reverent master and 
brother, with all my service I recommend me 
unto you. Please it unto your great wisdom 
to have in your discreetreraembraucethe strait 
order on which we be professed, and on which 
ye are buunden to keep your residence, and 
specially on this time of Christmas amongst 
your confreres of this holy order, the Temple 
of Syon; for unless that ye keep duly the 
points of your holy religion, our Master 
Thomas Babyngton, master and sovereign of 
our order, by the assent of his brethren, be 
advised to award against you right sharp and 
hasty process to do call you to do your ob- 
servance, and to obey the points of your 
religion, which were unto me great heaviness. 
Wherefore I, as he that hath most greatest 
cause, and is most bounden unto your great 
gentleness, and also whom nature and kin 
most specially before every of all our brethren 
binden me to owe and will you good will and 
true heart, considering the great time of 
penance that ye have been in from soon upon 
Michaelmas hitherto, tiiat is to say in reliev- 
ing and sustenance of your even Cristen,* and 
siho in the charitable and meritory (meri' 
torious) deed of alms-doing, that is to say, in 
plenteous and liberal gifts, which is more 
preciouser than gold or silver, which hath not 
been at all times to your great ease, neither 
heart's pleasaunce {pleasure), but rather to 
your great disease and intolerable pain, and 



^ Even Cristen. I wish for au explanation of this. 
[JSoea is eqitai mfoHow. Fellow Christians.] 



where' Grod's law and man's law accord that 
it shall not be lawful to none earthly man to 
be so liberal and plenteous of that that God 
sendeth him, that he should so dispose it so 
that he should nought have to live by ; and 
forasmnch as I have perfect knowledge of 
your freell (free tvill) and natural disposition 
so set unto them that be needy and hungry, 
that of yourself ye have no might, neither 
power, to abstain and rule yourself, but all so 
long as God sendeth and giveth you whereof 
to dispose and help your even Cristen, ye must 
needs dispose it forth amongst your even 
Cristen, I counsel you that in all so hasty and 
goodly time as ye can, to come unto your 
holy brethren that be of this devout and close 
conversation,^ to the intent that ye might be 
advertised and learned by them the good 
rule and measure that ye ought and should 
have in the disposition and dealing of your 
alms. 

And also siihen (since) ye have chosen yon 
a place in this season of Advent, in which ye 
have had a reasonable leisure and space to 
do your penance in, which draweth fast to an 
en(^ which hath been a convenient place ai 
for the season of the year, and now it drawedi 
fast unto Christmas, on which time every 
true Christian man should be merry, jocund, 
and glad ; and sithen there is no place which 
by likelihood of reason ye should find in your 
heart to be so glad and jocund in, as ye should 



3 [Whereas.] 

3 [Original, " cSTeraaion," Fenn translates 
sel."] 
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be in the place of your profession amongst your 
holy brethren, in which place in this season of 
the year it is accustomed to be (have) all man- 
ner of disport,^ like as it is not unKnown to your 
wise discretion; wherefore as my simple 
reason leadeth me, your great discretion 
should rule you, that ye should approach 
nigh the place of your holy religion in all so 
hasty time as ye could or might, of whose 
coming all your said brethren would be glad 
and fain (pleased), and in especial I your 
servant and brother, like as I am most 
singular bounden to the increase of your pros- 
perity and welfare, which I shall ever desire 
with God's mercy, which have you under his 
blessed and favourable protection. Written 



I in the Temple of Syon, the 3d day of Decem- 
ber, in great haste. 

By your servant and brother, T." 




Temple of Syon, 3rd December, 
Date nncertain. 



LETTER CLVIL— (CVI. vol. iii. p. 425.) 

We have in this letter an instance of force used in entering into possession of manors and estates ; a very common 

method of proceeding in those violent and unsettled times. 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, he this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you, desiring heartily to hear of your wel- 
fare, praying you to weet that it was told me 
this week that there is a fair place to sell in 
St. Laurence's parish, and standeth near the 
church, and by the water-side, the which 
place Topps hath to sell, Pyte Alyster 
bought it of Topps, and now for default of 
payment Topps hath entered again therein, 
and shall sell it in haste as it is told me ; the 
said Lyster dwelleth therein at this time, but 
he shall out, for he is held right a poor man ; ^ 
I suppose if ye like to buy it, when ye come 
home ye shall mow (he able to) have it of 
Topps as good cheap or better than another 
should. 

As for tidings we have none good in this 
country ; I pray God send us good : it was 
told me that Richard Southwell liath entered 
in the manor of (Holm) Hale, the which is 
the Lady Boys's,* and keepeth it with strength 

1 The jovial manner of living at Christmas in these 
societies is here likewise pointed out, and makes us 
Avish we could have taken a look at their pastimes, 
feasts, &c. 

' The writer of this singular letter was from his own 
account a relation of J. Paston, and his signature is 
like what in heraldry often represents a fountain ; it is 
therefore x>ossible that his name might be Thomas 
Fountaine, sis a family of that name resided at Salle 



with such another fellowship as hath been at 
Brayston, and wasteth and despoileth all that 
there is; and the Lady Boys, as it is told me, 
is to London to complain to the king and to 
the lords thereof; it seemeth it was not for 
nought that he held with Charles and his 
fellowship. 

I pray you that ye will vouchsafe to speak 
to James Gloys to buy the unguentum album 
that I spake to him for ; and that ye will re- 
member your fair daughter's girdle. 

I hope ye shall be at home so soon that I 
will write no more tidings to you. The 
blessed Trinity have you in his keeping, and 
send you good speed in all that ye will speed 
well in. Written at Norwich on the Ascen- 
sion day. 

Yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Norwich, May, 
H. VI. Date uncertain. 



in the county of Norfolk, about the time that this 
letter was written. 

3 [We do not think Margaret Paston intends to ex- 
press anything so atrocious here as that Pyte " shall 
out" unjustly because he is a poor man, but only 
that being " rygth apore man," he will not be able to 
pay, and must relinquish his bargain.] 

* Sibilla, daughter and heir of Sir Robt. Ylley.and 
widow of Sir Roger Boys,knt.: shew as alive afterU50. 
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LETTER CLVIII.— (CVII. vol. iii. p. 427.) 

"We have here an account of a low amour ; but the reason why I have eiven this letter is to show that E. Paston's 
mother was governed by some one in the house, who took upon iiim to direct as he pleased, and for that 
reason a par^ seemed to be forming against him by her children. The person here meant was, I believe, 
Gloys, a jiriest, who resided in the house, and was a favourite with Agnes raston. As a mistress of a &mily, 
she was certainly doing her duty in discouraging improper behaviour in her servants ; but then, as now, we 
find it would be sometimes prudent to overlook improprieties in a domestic, who was in other respects a 
[Particularly when, as here, the facts are not very indubitably proved, and are denied.] 



valuable one. 



To John Paston, Esq, 



Sir, I recommend me to you ; please it you 
to weet that my mother hath caused me to 
put Gregory out of my service, as God help I 
write to you the very cause why ; it happened 
him to have a knave's lust, in plain terms, to 
lie with a quean, and so did in the Coning 
Close ; it fortuned him to be espied by two 
ploughmen of my mother's, which were as 
fain (desirom) as he of that matter, and 
desired him to have part, and as company 
required said not nay, insomuch that the 
ploughmen had her all night in their stable, 
and Gregory was clear delivered of her, and 
as he swears had not ado with her within my 
mother's place ; notwithstanding my mother 
thinks that he was (the) ground of that mat- 
ter, wherefore there is no remedy but he 
must avoid; and insomuch that at the last 
time that ye were here (ye) desired him of 
me if that be should depart from me, I send 
you the very cause of his departing, as my 
mother saith, but I am in certain the contrary 
is true; it is no more but that he cannot 
please all parties ; but that gentleman is his 
word's lord, he hath said that he would lift 
them whom that him please, and as it showed 
well he lifted one fourteen miles in a morn- 
ing, and now he hath been causer of his lift. 



I wot not how far but if (unless) that ye be 
his better master ; but and we among us give 
not him a lift, I pray God that we never 
thrive ; and that is his intent, I trow, to bring 
us to; wherefore I require you, if that it 
please you to have him, that ye will be the 
better master to him for my sake, for I am 
he that is as sorry to depart from him as any 
man alive from his servant, and by my truth, 
as farforth as I know, he is as fxue as any 
alive. 

I trust my fortune shall be better than ever 
to live thus here ; but if 1 were hencewards I 
assure you I would not change for none that 
I know ; he is profitable on divers things as 
ye know well. 

There has been a great break (breacK) be- 
twixt Calle and me, as I shall inform you at 
my coming, which shall be on Wednesday 
next by the grace of God, who preserve you. 

Written at Mauteby on Whitsun eve. 

Edmond Paston. 



(^-V-y^^n-K 



'P'f.'in 



Miiuteby, 
Whitsun Eve. 



LETTER CLIX.— (CVIIL vol. iii. p. 431.) 

I have given thisletter, as it ascertains the public mamier by which the «^>P«J^«f^^|^^^'f*^^^^^^ 
it waS done by a kind of voluntary subsSiption. in every town throuj^iout ^ehundmls^f money and com, 
though what proportion the com bore to tlie money collected does not appear from this account. 



To my master f 

Pleaseth your mastership to weet, that I 
was at Scole, and spake with Arblaster and 
John Sadler, and with other good yeomen of 
the country, to understand how they were 
guided for the victualling of tlie barge of 
Yarmouth; and I understand by them that 



Mn Paston, 

their hundred have paid, nevertheless it is 
but little, there was gathered in that hundred 
eighteen shillings and certain corn; and (in) 
some other hundred six marks (4/.) and com; 
and so they have paid in, all tlie hundreds 
and towns here about, that is to say, East 
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Flegg and West Flegg, and up to Blofield, 
Tunstead, and up to Stalman. I understand 
by the commission that Debenham hath, it is 
more large than Master John\ as ye shall 
understand, whereof I send you a copy, which 
cansetib me that I labour no farther therein, 
notwithstanding your mastership shall have 



knowledge what erery hundred gives, and 
Yarmou^ both. 

Written at Winterton, the morrow after I 
departed from your martership. 
Your poor beadsman, 

RicHABD Calls. ^ 

Winterton. 



LETTER CLX.— (CEX. vol. iii. p. 433.) 

It appears by this copy of a letter (for ao it is styled at the top of the paper) that the candMatas wexe not always 
present on the day of election. The under^heriff here meant to do his duty, and to ma^e his return after the 
sufficient, that is, aoeordii^ to the greatest number of votes, though he at the same time hints, that it is not 
entirely as he shall ]^lease, but as tlM hi^h-sheriff aftiall direct. [The high-sheriif, as the l^gal rotoming oflloer, 
would of course decide who had the nugority of votes, or, as is likely here, show of hands, aecordii^ to his 
own opinion, and not on that of his deputy.] 

The cdpjf of a letter sent to John Paston, by the under-shariff f^ Norfolk, 

that is after the sufficient you and Master 
Grey, nevertheless I have a master. Written 
at Hefiierset, the Thursday next before Mid- 
summer. 

By 

William Pryce. 



RiQHT worshipful Sir, I recommend me unto 
you, &c. And, Sir, as for the election of the 
knights of the shire here in Norfolk, in good 
faitb here hath been much to do, nevertheless 
to let you have knowledge of the demeaning, 
my Master Bemey, my Master Grey, and ye 
had greatest voice, and I purpose me, as I 
will answer God, to retiurn the due election. 



Hetherset, 
Thursday, 



June. 



LETTER CLXI.— (CX. vol. iii. p. 433.) 

jt appears firom what is said in this letter, tliat Perse was committed as one who had been a partisan in the civil 
wars of the times, though of whicli party it docs not appear; nor is it material, as my reason for giving tlie 
letter is to show the treatment of prisoners. 

To my right ivorskip/ul Sir Robert Roheshy, 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you, beseeching you of your good mastership 
that ye will vouchsafe to speak to Richard 
Kowven, that he might bring me or send me 
the money that is between him and me hi all 
the haste that he may, for in good faith I had 
never more need for to have help of my good 
as I have at this time, for God wot it stands 
right strange with me, for the false gaoler tliat 
keepeth me entreatetii me worse than it were 
a dog, for I am fettered worse than ever I was, 
and manacled on the hands botib day and 
night, for he is airaid of me for breaking 
away; he miaketh false tales of me, through 
the means of a false quean fhat was tending 
to a Frenchman that is prisoner to my Lord 
Roos, and for because of that he bronde (i^ 



braideth) me every day by John of Bemey 
that is gone to the other lords, but I trust to 
God once to quit him his meed ; and, Sir, I 
thank you mickle (wiwcA) of that ye have 
done for me or said, and Sir, I shall deserve 
it against you, by the grace of God, for in 
faith I am beholden to you more than to all 
men that ever I found since I came in 
prison. 

No more to you at this timo, but God have 
you in his keeping. 

By your servant and beadsman, 

Perse. 
This letter has neither place nor date mentioned. 



' Richard CaUe of Edinthorpe, he afterwards mar- 
ried Margery, daughter of John and Margaret Paston. 
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EDWARD IV.— 1460 to 1483. 



LETTER CLXII.— (I. vol. i. p. 217.) 

This letter gives a very ciirioui and authentic account of the bloody battle of Towton (a village about 10 miles 
8. W. fVom York), fought on Palm Sunday, the 29th of March, 1461 ; witUiu a month afior Edward's possess' 
iug himself of the crown, and upon tlw ute of which his future hopes of retaining it depended. Tne facts 
here related are those sent bv the king himself to his mother Cecily Duchess oi York, widow of lUchaid 
Duke of York, daughter to Ralph Nevile, Earl of Westmoreland. 

To my tnaBter, John Paston, in haste. 



Please you to know and weet of such 
tidings as my Lady of York hath by a letter 
of credence under the sign-manual of our 
sovereign lord King Edward; which letter 
came unto our said lady this same day 
Eastern even^ at xj o'clock, and was seen and 
read by me, William Paston. 

First, our sovereign lord hath won the 
field; and upon the Monday next after 
Palm Sunday^ he was received into York 
with great solemnity and processions. And 
tlie mavor and commons of the said city 
made tneir means to have grace by Lord 
Montagu' and Lord Bemers, * which, before 
the king's coming into the said city, de8ii;ed 
him of grace for the said city, which granted 
them grace. 

On the king's part is slain Lord Fitz- 
walter, * and Lord Scroop • sore hurt ; John 
Stafford 7 [and] Home of Kent be dead, and 

1 Eastern eve was this year on the 4th of April. 

' Palm Sunday fell on. the 29th of March. This 
accotmt therefore fh>m the king did not arrive in 
London till six days after the battle. 

^ John Nevile, Lord Montagu, was, in 1464, 
created Earl of Northumberland, and, on his resigna- 
tion of that title, in 1470, Marquis of Montagu ; he 
fell in the iMttle of Bamet in 1471. fighting against 
King Edward. 

4 Sir John Bourchier, Lord Bemers, in the battle of 
St. Alban's, in 1450, fought on the pui of Henry VL ; 
but after that time he and his family espoused the 
cause of the Yorkists: he died in 1474. 

' It does not appear from our baronages that there 
was at this time a Lord Fitzwalter ; our historians 
however mention such a nobleman, as commanding at 
Ferry Bridge for Edward IV., where he was defeated 
and killed a few days before this battle; aud this 
fetter confirms the exUtence of such a title. 

« Jolin Lord Scroop, of Bolton, died iu 1494., 



Humphrey Stafford' {and) William Hastyngs® 
made knights, with others ; Blount is knighted, 
&c. 

On the contrary part, is dead Lord Clifford,* 
Lord Nevile, >» Lord Welles,^! Lord Wil- 
loughby,^* Anthony Lord Scales,'* Lord 
Harry,'*and by supposition the Earl of North- 
umberland,** Andrew Trollop, with many 
others, gentle and commons, to the number of 
twenty thousand. 

Item, King Harry, the queen, the prince, 
Duke of Somerset,'* Duke of Exeter,'? Lord 

' John Stafford and Humphrey Stafford were both 
of the ftimily of the Duke of Buckingham. 

» William Hastings was soon after* created Lord 
Hastings, aud in 1483 beheaded by tlie command of 
Richard III. 

» John Lord ClifToid, killed at Ferry Bridge, tho 
day before the battle of Towton, was the man who 
basely stabbed Edmund Earl of Rutland, immediately 
after the battle of Wakefield, in December 1460. 

>o John Lord Nevile. 

" Lionel Lord WeUes. 

'3 Richard Welles, a son of Lord Welles, in 1455 
was summoned as Lord Willoughby in riglit of his 
wife, Joanna, heir of tliat great warrior Robert Lord 
Willoughby. 

13 Anthony Widville, Lord Scales, was not killed 
in this battle, but became afterwards Earl Rivers, and 
dieil in 1491. This nobleman and Lord Montagu 
must have been created lords immediately on the 
accession of Edward IV. 

'* Lord Harry : — query, Stafford ? 

" Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, jointly 
commanded with the Duke of Somerset, and was then 
slain, being about the use of 36 yean. 

'" Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, was taken 
prisoner at the battle of Hexham in 1464, and beheaded 
by onler of Edward IV. 

" Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter, took sanctuary 
at Westminster, after tlie battle of Bainet, in 1471 ; 
went hence privately abroad, where hu lived in great 
poverty. 
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Roos ^ be fled into Scotland, and they be 
chased and followed, &c. We send no er 
[earlier]^ unto you because we had none 
certain till now ; for unto this day London 
was as sorry city as might; and because 
Spordams had no certain tidings, we thought 
ye should take them a worth [at their worth]^ 
till more certain. 

Item, Thorp Waterfield is yielded as Spor* 
dams can tell you. 

And Jesu speed you; we pray you that 
this tidings my mother may know. 

By your brotiier, 

W. Paston. 
Th. Platters. 
London, 
Saturday, Easter Eve, 
4th April. 1461. I.E. IV. 

On a piece of paper pinned to thcabore 
letter, is a list of the names of the noblemen 
and knights, and the number of soldiers 



slain at the above battle of Towton, as 
follow : — 

Noblemen. 

Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland. 
Thomas Courtney, Earl of Devonshire.'* 
William Beaumont, Viscount Beaumont. 
John Clifford, Lord Clifford. 
John Nevile, Lord Nevile. 
Lord Dacre. * 
Lord Henry Stafford, of Buckingham. 
Lionel Welles^ Lord Welles. 
Anthony Rivers, Lord Scales. 
Richard Welles, Lord Willoughby. 
Sir Ralph Bigot, knight. Lord de Malley. 

Knights. 
Sir Ralph Grey. 
Sir Richard Jeney. 
Sir Harry Belingham. 

Sir Andrew Trollop, with twenty-eight thou* 
sand,' numbered by the heralds. 



LETTER CLXra.— (n. vol. i. p. 223.) 

Vtom hence we learn some farther particulars relative to the batfle of Towton, and of the proeeediags after it ; 
particularly of Ae besieging of a phtf» where Henry VI. was, and firom which he mi^nt have been easily 
stolen a\v-ay. This aooount differs from that given by our historians, who sav that Ae lung, &c. fled direcdy 
into Scotland. [There seems no authority for the fact. It is indeed reported as hearsay only ; nor is theve 
any place in Yorkshire with a name like " Coroumbr/* or at least none such aUe to stand a ai£ge.] 

To my master y John Paston, Esq. 



Please your mastership to weet, that I have 
spoken with Essex in the matter that ye 
weet of, and find him by his talking well dis- 
posed ; notwithstanding he will not fall to 
no conclusion to engpross up the matter till 
tlie chief baron be come to London, and 
that he be made privy to the matter; 
which we look after this same second Saturday 
after Easter. 

And as for Nottingham he is not yet coming 
to London. 

Item, as for tidings, it is noised ami told 
for truth of men of worship and others, that 



I Thomas Lord Boos. 

3 [Er is evidently a contraction for earlier, but Fenn 
translates it sooner.] 

•» [Feun translates, as you would."] 

* Thomas Courtney, Earl of Devondiire, was 
taken and beheaded. 

s Sir Kichard Fynes was at this time Lord Dacre, 
but he was not killed in this battle. 



the Earl of Wiltshire is taken. Doctor Morton 
and Doctor Makerell, and be brought to the 
king at York. Mast' William 7 also spoke 
with a man that saw them. Item, Sir, I hear 
of Sir John Borceter^and Christopher Hanson 
that Harry the Vlth is in a place in Yorkshire 
(which) is called Coroumber, such a name it 
hath, or much like. And there is siege laid 
about, and divers esquires of the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland and (have) gathered them toge- 
ther a five or six thousand men, to byger 
(fight^) with the siege, that in the mean while 
Harry the Sixth might have have been stolen 



^ This number is less than that given by [some of] 
our historians. 

' William Paston I believe is here meant. 

^ Sir John Bourchier, query ? 

* [Byger here is Odter, to skirmish, rather tlian to 
fight : it occurs again a few lines below. The slayinj; 
of 4000 men out of 5000 seems an exaggerated state- 
ment.] 
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away at a little posteni ou the back side ; at 
which byker be slain four thousand men of 
the north, Sir Robert of Ocle (q. if Ogle?), 
and Conyers lyeth the siege on our side, and 
they it is that have done this act. Some 
say the queen, Somerset, and the prince should 
be there. Item, it is talked now for truth the 
Earl of Northumberland^ is dead. Item, 
the Earl of Devonshire is dead justly. Item, 
my I^rd Chancellor* is to York. Item, 
the king and the lords come not here before 
Whitsuntide^ as it is said. 

Item, Sir, soon upon the chief baron's 
coming I shall send you a letter with God's 



grace, who preserve you, and have you in his 
blessed keeping. Your 

Thomas Playters.* 

London, Saturday, 18th of April, 1461. I.E. IV. 

At Cockermouth was the Earl of Wiltshire 
taken, and these other doctors. Item, some 
men talk Lord Welles, Lord Willoughby, 
and Scales be on live (alive). 

Item, Sir Robert Yeer is slain in Cornwall, 
as it is took for truth. 




LETTER CLXIV.— (I. vol. iv. p. 3.) 

We have here a most curious account of the diflRculties started, and the delays craved, in a suit at law, and we 
might easily mistake this for a modern letter from a solicitor to his client. It sliows us likewise that the 
(Ufference of manners nearly four hundred years ago and at present is not so great as we are too apt to think it. 

To my right reverend and worshipful John Past on, Esq., or to my mistress his wife. 



After my most special recommendation, like 
your mastership (Jo) weet that the matter for 
you and my mistress your mother against 
Powtrell and Tanfield hath been called upon 
as diligently and as hastily this term as it 
might be, and alway days given them by the 
court to answer; and then they took small 
exceptions and trifled forth the court; and 
alway excused them because the bill is long, 
and his counsel had no leisure to see it; and 
they prayed hearing of the testament of my 
master your fatlier,* and thereof made another 
matter, and argued it to put them from it, 
because tliey had emparled® to us (craved 
respite of us) before ; and then Hillingworth, 
to drive it over this term, alleged variance 
betwixt the bill and the testament, that John 



1 By this accoimt it appears that the Earl of North- 
umberland was not slain in the battle, but died of 
his wounds some days after. 

* GeowfC Nevile, Bishop of Exeter, and Lord 
Chancellor. 

3 Whitsunday, 20th of May. 

< Thomas Playters was of a good family in the 
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and at this time 
seems to have been an attendant about the court. In 
1623 the family was honoured with the title of 
baronet. 

5 Sir William Paston, the judge, who died in 1444. 

* [Emparled is the licence or privilege of a defend- 
ant, granted on motion, to have delay of trial, to sec 
• VOL I. 



Damme was named in the testament Joh 
Dawme,'' in which case now the court must 
have sight of the said testament, wherefore ye 
must send it up the beginning of the next 
term, or else we shall have no speed in the 
matter. And therefore, mistress, if my mas- 
ter be not come home, and ye have not the 
said testament in your keeping, that then it 
please you to speak unto my mistress your 
mother-in-law^ for the said testament, that I 
might readily have it here, and that it be 
sealed in a box and sent to me, and I shall 
keep it safe with Gods grace. 

And as for tidings in good faith we have 
none, save the Earl of Wiltshire's* head is set 
on London Bridge. 

Master William (Paston) is ridden him to 

if he can settle the matter amicably by talking to tlie 
plaintilV, and thus to determine what answer he shall 
make to the plaintiffs action.] 

' [Tliis is a most curious objection to have made 
at a time when the orthography of the language was 
wholly unsettled, and when proper names were di- 
versely written, even by their owners. In the ori- 
ginals of Uiese letters variations are constantly occur- 
ring.] 

** Dame Agnes Paston, the widow of the judge. 

James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire and Ormond, 
was taken at the battle of Towton, and soon after- 
wards beheaded. He had been twice Lord High 
Treasurer. 

K 
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my mistress Poynings, and as for Master 
Poynings himself, she letteth as though she 
wist not where he were. 

A gentleman that came from York told me 
my master was heyl (healthf) and merry, and 
rode to meet the king coming ^ from Middle- 
ham cMde. 

Berwick ' is full of Scots, and we look by 



likelihood after another battle now betwixt 
Scots and us. 

And I pray Jesu have you in his blesssed 
keeping. 

Your 

Thomas Playtehs. 

April. 1461. 
1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXV.— (in. vol. i. p. 227.) 

This letter, without either date, name or direction, we may discover, from the contents, was written by one of 
John Paston's sons, soon after the accession of Edward I V . to the throne ; and gives a curious representation 
of tilie state ofaflGairs in the countv of Norfolk at this important x>eriod. The reason for this secrecy of 
address was, lest some one of the Lancastrian party should get possession of the letter, and so discover flie 
sentiments of the Pastons respecting public affairs. 



I RECOMMEND me to you, and let you weet, 
that notwithstanding tidings come down as ye 
know that people should not come up till they 
were sent for, but to be ready at all times ; 
tiiiis notwithstanding, most people out of this 
country have taken wages, saying, they will 
go up to London ; but they have no captain nor 
ruler assigned by the commissioners to await 
upon, and so they straggle about by them- 
selves, and, by likeliness, are not like to come 
at London half of them ; and men that come 
from London say there have not passed Thet- 
ford not passing 400 ; and yet the towns and 
the country that have waged \hire(P'^ them 
shall think they be discharged ; and therefore 
if these lords above wait after more people in 
this country, by likeliness it will not be easy 
to get without a new commission and warning, 
and yet it will be thought right strange of 
them that have waged people, to wage any 
more, for every town hath waged, and sent 
forth, and are ready to send forth, as many 
as they did when the king sent for them 
before the field at Ludlow ;* and they tliat 
are not gone be going in the same form. 
Item, there was shrewd rule toward in this 



^ This shows that the king was not yet returned 
out of Yorkshire to London since the battle of Tow- 
ton. 

'^ Henry VI. and his queen after the battle escaped 
to Berwick, and from thence retired to Edinburgh. 

3 Fenn translates this engaged. 

* Battle at Mortimer's Cross near Ludlow, 2nd of 
February, 1460, between Edward, then Duke of York, 
and the Lancastrians under Jasper, Earl of Pembroke, 
who were routed. Henry VI. was then in London, 
under the direction of the Earl of Warwick. 



country, for there was a certain person forth- 
with after the journey at Wakefield* gathered 
fellowship to Lave murdered John Damme, 
as is said. 

And also there is at the castle of Rising,^ 
and in other two places, made great gathering 
of people and hiring of harness, and it is weU 
understood they be not to the king ward, but 
rather the contrary, and for to rob. 

Wherefore my father^ is in a doubt whether 
he shall send my brother up or not, for he 
would have his own men about him if need 
were here ; but, notwithstanding he will send 
up Dawbeney his spear and bows with him ; 
as Stapleton^ and Calthorp or other men of 
worship of this country agree to do; where- 
fore demean you in doing of your errands 
thereafter; and if ye shall bring any message 
from the lords, take writing, for Darcot's 
message is not verily believed because he 
brought no writing. 

Item, this country would fain take these 
false shrews, that are of an opinion contrary 
to the king and his council, if they had any 
authority from the king to do so. 

Item, my brother is rode to Yarmouth for 
to let bribers (hinder plunderers) that would 
have robbed a ship under colour of my Lord 
of Warwick, and belong nothing to them 
ward. 



John Paston. 



1461. IE. IV. 



* Battle of Wakefield, wherein Richard Duke of 
York was killed, fought 31st of December, 1460. 
6 In Norfolk, it is now a fair and venerable ruin. 
^ John Paston, Esq. ; he died in 1466. 
B Sir Miles Stapleton ; he died about 1466. 
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LETTER CLXVJ.— (IV. vol. i. p. 231.) 

By tills acoount it appears that Lord Montagu must have marched \ery soon after the battle of Towton to the 
siege of Carlisle ; but our historians are silent on tliis subject. J. Paston does not appear to have been 
knighted at the coronation, John Markham and William Yclverton wore called to the degree of scijeants, 
in 1440, and in 1444 both made judges; the former succeeded as cliief justice of the Ring's Bench in 1462. 
Below the direction of this letter, and in a more modem hand, is written, " J. Paston, wb others imbiUed 
to be made knights at the coronation of £. y*' iiiji^i." 

To my right good master, John Pation, in all haste. 



After my most special recommendation, 
please your mastership weet; the king, be- 
cause of the siege of Carlisle, changed his 
day of coronation to be upon the Sunday next 
after Saint John Baptist, to the intent to 
speed him northward in all haste. And how 
be it, blessed be God, tliat he hath now good 
tidings that Lord Montagu hatli broken the 
siege, and slain of Scots six thousand, and two 
knights, whereof Lord Clifford's brother is 
one, yet notwithstanding he will be crowned 
the said Sunday. 

And John Jeimey informed me, and as I 
have verily learned sithen (since) ye are in- 
billed to be made a knight at this coronation ; 
whether ye have understanding beforehand, 
I wot not; but and it like you to take the 
worship upon you, considering the comfort- 
able tidings aforesaid, and for the gladness 
and pleasure of all your well-willers, and to 
the pine and discomfort of all your ill-willers, 
it were time your gear necessary on that behalf 



were pur^'eyed for: and also ye had need 
hight^ you (come) to London, foras I conceive 
the knights should be made upon the Saturday 
before the coronation. And as much as may 
be purveyed for you in secret wise witliout 
cost I shall bespeak for you, if need be, against 
your coming, in trust of tlie best ; neverthe- 
less if ye be disposed, ye had need send a man 
before in all haste, that nothing be to seek. 
William Caltliorp is inbilled, and Yelvertoii 
is inbilled, which caused Markliam ; because 
Yelverton looked to have been chief judge, 
and Markham thinketh to please him thus. 
And as for the matter against Pontrell,* we can 
no farther proceed till we have my master 
your father's testament ; I sent my mistress a 
letter for it. No more, but I pray Almighty 
Jesu have you in his keeping. 

Your Thomas Planters. 

Loudon, 
May or June, 1461. 
1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXVIL— (IL vol. iv. p. 7.) 

In Letter L. we have seen that the Duke of Norfolk reported Uiat Sir John Fastolf had given him Caister : we 
find he has now asserted his claim, and seems to be in possession : and though this letter contains nothing 
ver>' curious, yet as it relates to Caister and to the possession of that estate, it was proper to give it to tlie 
reader, as it leads to a previous knowledge of circumstances, which a few years after brought on the regular 
siege of that place, the account of which is both remarkable and curious. It seems by this letter that the 
Duke of Norfolk was at this time keeping his secret house at the lodge, where the writer of this letter was not 
permitted to speak with him. Tlie order for the establishment of the secret house is given in the Earl of 
Northumberland's Household-Book, where it is said that " at certain times of the year tlie nobility retired from 
their principal mansion to some little adjoining lodge ; where they lived private, no longer kept open house, 
but put their sarvant* to board-wages, dismis^ part of them to go to their friends, and only retained a few 
of the most necessary about their person." Edward IV. was crowned on Momlay the 29th of June, 14G1 ; and 
from the mention of his coronation the exact date of tliis letter is asoertaiued. Corpus Cluisti day is tlie 
Thursday after the octave of Whitsunday. 

To my right reverend and worshipful master, my master John Paston. 



Right reverend and worshipfiil master, I 
lowly recommend me mito your good master- 
ship, pleaseth you to weet that I have been 
at Framlingbam, and spake (with) Richard 
Southwell to have his advice in this matter, 
wherein he would give me but little counsel, 



and said ye were strangely disposed, for ye 

^ [Tliore is no authority, we believe, for this transla- 
tion of hight, sdthough it here api>ears to be tlu^ 
meaning. The origiual may probably have been 
pight, to place or make ready.] 
2 ri'owtrell iu a previous letter.] 

K 2 
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trusted no man; and had much language 
which the bearer hereof shall inform your 
mastership. 

And as for the letters, they were delivered 
my lord at the lodge, but I could not speak 
with his lordship, and such time as they were 
delivered Fitawilliam was there, which is now 
keeper of Caister, and what time as (when) 
my lord had seen the letters, he commanded 
him to avoid [leave^, and so he did ; and then 
my lord sent for Southwell, and in the mean 
time my lord sent a man to me and asked 
me where ye were, and I told him ye were 
•with tlie king, and so he sent me word that an 
-answer should be made by Southwell to the 
king, saying that two or three heirs had been 
-with my lord and showed their evidence, and 
•delivered it to my lord, saying they have great 
wrong, beseeching my lord that it might be 
reformed ; wherefore he commanded me that 
I should go home, for other answer could I 
none have ; so I abode (waited) upon South- 
well to have known my lord's answer to the 
Icing, which answer Southwell told me was, 
that he writeth to the king that certain points 
in your letters be untrue, and that he shall 
prove (at) such time as he cometh before the 
king, beseeching the king to take it to no dis- 
pleasure, for he is advised to keep it still unto 
the time that he hath spoken with his high- 
ness, for he trusteth to God to show such evi- 
dence to the king and to the lords that he 
should have best right and title thereto ; and 
so he sent a man forth to the king this day ; 
it were right well done ye awaited upon his 
man coming, that ye might know the ready 
intent of my lord's writing. 



Bartholomew Ellis hath been with my 
lord, and made a release to my lord; and 
Sir William Chamberlaine was there two 
days before I came thither, I can think for 
the same matter; and Thomas Fastolf was 
there the same time that I was there, and as I 
am informed they have delivered my lord 
certain evidence; wherefore me seemeth it 
were right well done, saving your better 
advice, to come home and seal up your evi- 
dence, and have them with you to London, 
to prove his title nought. There be but two 
or three men within the place, and if ye think 
it best to do it send word, and I suppose a 
remedy shall be had. 

Also, I hear no word of Master William, 
nor of the writs for the parliament. Also it 
is told here that Todenham and Heydon have 
a pardon of the king, and that they shall come 
up to London with the Lady of Suffolk to the 
coronation ; also as for the letter that ye sent 
to Thomas Wingfield, I have it still, for he is 
at Loudon ; some men say he moved my 
lord for to enter, and some say Fitzwilliam is 
in default, so I can see there is but few good. 
Also my master Sir Thomas Howes shall 
send a letter to the person ye weet of for to 
deliver you the gear at London the next week. 
My right worshipful and reverend master. 
Almighty God preserve yon. Written at 
Norwich, on the morrow after Corpus Christi 
day. 

Your poor servant and beadsman, 



Richard Calle. 



Norvvicli, 

Friday, 5th of June, 
14C1.' 1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLX VIII.— ( V. vol. i. p. 233.) 

The mauners of the times being what I wish to point out, this letter affords a remarkable instance of the super- 
stition of that age. Holy Innocents, or Childermas day, is the 28th of December, a day reputed so unlucky, 
that during the year many yeople even now (this is observed like\*ise in the ' Spectator') will not l)cgin any 
neyf i)icce''of work on that day of the week on which it liappens. In the year 1460 this unfortunate day fel'l 
on a Sunday ; at that time therefore they must reckon forwards in the next year for the weekly Childermas 
day, according as it happened in the December of the year preceding ; as the 28th of June, in no year, could 
be on the same day of the week as the 28th of December in the same year ; but it would seem that at this 
time they observed only the 28th day of every month as a Childermas day, and therefore ominous. Supposing 
it to iiave been either way, we here find ttiis piece of superstition countenanced by a priest and celebrated 
preacher ; for such wo must suppose Fryar lirakle, the person appointed to preach at St. Paul's at so public 
a time as the day preceding a coronation. 

To my right wwshipful master, John Paston, at Heylesdon, in Norfolk, in haste. 

After due recommendation had; please it he shall excuse the writ of the parliament, &c. 
your mastership to weet, that as for Playters As touching my Master Howard, I cannot 
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yet speak with him nor with Montgomery 
neither ; but as for the day of the coronation 
of the king, it shall be certainly the Monday 
next after Midsummer, and it is told me that 
ye amongst others are named to be made 
knight at the coronation, &c. 

Item, it is said, that the coronation done, 
the king will into the north part forthwith ; 
and therefore shall not the parliament hold, 
but writs shall go into every shire to give 
them that are chosen knights of the shire day 
after Michaelmas ; this is told me by such as 
are right credible. 



Master Brakle shall preach at Paul's on 
Sunday next coming, as he told me, and he 
told me, that for cause Childermas day fall 
on the Sunday, the coronation shall on the 
Monday. 

Written in haste at London, the Sunday 
next tofore Midsummer. 

Your right poor servant, 

James Gresuam. 

London, Sunday, 21st of Jane, 
1461. IE. IV. 



LE TTE R CLXIX.— (III. vol. iv. p. 11.) 

[Commou swearing U stated by the historians to have been very prevalent prior to and during this period ; 
but we have in these letters met with few expressions tending to oaths ; in this one. however, the >\'riter first 
says perde, meaning par Dieu ; a little farther he writes " by God ;" and he concludes with a still stronger 
adjuration.] 

To my master, Paston. 



Right worshipful and mine especial good 
master, I recommend me to you with all my 
service, beseeching you heartily, at the reve- 
rence of Grod, to help me now in the greatest 
extremity that I came at since my great trouble 
with Ingham. 

It is not out of your remembrance how 
Twyer in Norfolk vexeth me both by noise 
and searching mine house for me, so that 
there I cannot be in quiet, and all that, I am 
verily ascertained, is by Heydon's craft; and 
here in the king*s house anenst (6y means of) 
Howard, where I had hoped to have relieved 
myself, I am supplanted and cast out from 
him by a clamour of all his servants at once ; 
and ne (nothing) were, only that his disposi- 
tion accordeth not to my poor conceit, which 
maketh me to give less force, because I desire 
not to deal there (where) bribery is like to be 
used, else by my truth this unhappy unkind- 
ness would I trow have killed me. ^ I pray 
you at the reverence of Jesus Christ to inform 

* [The foregoing sentence is very obscure, but it 
stands thus, without any explanation, in Fenn's trans- 
lation, and corresponds with the original as he has 
given it. We are, however, inclined to think there 
has been an error in the transcription, and that it 
should read thus: — and nothing were (t. e. there 
were no causes) save only that his disposition 
accordeth not to my noor conceit, (t. e. that his ^- 
position, being greeay, accordeth not to my poor 
wit or reason, which maketh me to give less, fur 
because I desire, &c. The use of the word for 



my Lord of Warwick of me ; perde (par 
Dieu) I have done him service ; I was with 
him at Northampton, that all men know, and 
now again at St. Alban's, that knoweth James 
Ratcliffe, and there lost I twenty pounds worth 
horse, harness, and money, and was hurt in 
divers places. I pray you to get me his good 
lordship, and that I may be toward him in 
Norfolk in his courts holding, or else, if any- 
thing he has to do ; and that ye will get me 
a letter to Twyer to let me sit in rest, for now 
if I made any fellowship against Twyer,* I 
can have no colour, now the sheriff and I be 
out; so I must keep me apart, which I am 
loath to do, by God, if I might better do. 

I beseech you to send me your intent by 
the next man that come from you ; I should 
have come to you, but, so help me God, my 
purse may no farther. 

The Trinity preserve you. Written hastily 
at York, &c. 

Yours, to his power, 

Thomas Denyes. 




^^Q< 



York, before July, 14dl. 
1 Ed. VI. 



before because is not unfirequent in our earlier 
•writers.] 

'-' [That is, used any collected force against Twyer.j 
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LETTER CLXX.— (I V. toI ir. p. 15.) 

I tlitiik tld^ It'tttT wu vTitten about tlic Ijcfpnuirif; of Edvard IVUfs reign ; but of that I cannot be certain. 
It i^w'fi Wiir\7i Hc*nnan to be a tioiibleAomc n<>i!(hb^ur. rCHiiirch of Burlingliam seems to liav(> been astiudy 
»ii{ion<>iit of tlio cUsrfv, for dion^^h iiii );;>o(b are seized and himself thrown into prison, he avows ^riiat he hw 
aireaily thmc :ind said, and thrrateos damage to a greata person and to a greater extent than what he had 
ahvady iuflicti^d.] 

To my right worshipful huAand, Jolin Pagton, he this delivered in haste. 



Right worsliipful husltand, I recommend me 
to you, desiring Iieartily to hear of your 
welfare, praying you that ye will send me word 
jti Iiaste }k)w ye l>e agreed with Witching- 
liam and Inglos for that matter tliat ye spake 
to me of at your departing, for if I should 
purvey either wow! or liay it should be bought 
hegt cheap betwixt tliis and Saint Margaret's 
mass (2()//i July), as it is told me. As for 
Appleyard he; come not yet to this town since 
he come from J^mdou ; I liave sent to Sir 
Bryse to let me Iiave knowledge when he 
Cometh to town, and he hath promised that I 
■liall liave knowledge, and when he cometh 
I shall do your commandment. My mother 
bade me send you word tliat Waryn Herman 
liatli daily fished her water all this year, and 
therefore the ])rayetli you to do therefore, 
wliile ye be at London, as ye tliink best. 
Church ^ of Burlingham was taken and 
brought to the castle yesterday by the bishop's 
men, and all his goods l)e seized for that he 
owcth to the bishop ; and tiie said Churcli 
6aith, as for that he liath said of them that 
he hatli appealed before tliis time, he wiU 



avow it, and abide diereby ; and saith that be 
will appeal one that hath more nobles Ami 
they have all tliat he hath spoken of yet, and 
that shall avail the king more than tliey have 
all that he hath spoken of yet, but what he is 
he will not name till he know more. I trow 
but if (unless) there be the great labour made 
against him, he is like to have great faiYour 
of them that have been his supporters ; men 
think, that have spoken with him, that he 
hopeth to have good help ; I pray God that 
the truth might be known. 

I pray you that ye will vouchsafe to send 
me another sugar-loaf, for my old is done ;. 
and also tliat ye will do make (have made) a 
girdle for your daughter, for she hath need 
thereof. The blessed Truiity have you in his 
keeping. 

Written at Norwich, in haste, on the Tues- 
day next before Saint Thomas's day. 

Paper is dahity.* Yours, 

Maroarbt Paston. 

Non*icli, Tuesday, 
eud of June or l)eginniDg of July, 
about 1461. 1 Ed. IV. 



LETTER CLXXL— (V. vol. iv. p. 19.) 

TliiH letter was written in the be^niug of July in the year 1161, 1 E. IV. aud relates to election matters. Ilic 
multitude of commous must mcau such ns possessed freehold lands to tiiu yearly value of AOs. ; for in the 
eighth and tenth years of the reign of Henry V I . acts of parliaments passed to restrain all those Arom voting for 
knights of the shire who did not possess that property, &c. Sec 8 II. VI. c. vii. and 10 H. VI. c. ii. The 
last sentence is a prettily-turned com^)limcut uix)n his mistress, Margaret Paston. It appears from the 
following letters that the writer of this was munlered a very few days alter he wrote it, by a party in the 
interest of the House of Lancaster. [The Commons' testimonial seems not to have been confined to free- 
holders, but to be from the ]M.'ople gouerally. We have transposed this and the following letter from 
Fenn's arrangement, as it is clear tlmt IJerney's letter was written after Denyes' death. This letter must 
therefore have iM'un written before Jnly 10.] 

To my riijht noble and worshipful mistress, my Mistress Paston^ or to JVilUam Paston, if she he 

absent. 



llKJilTnobh^ and worshipful mistress, I recom- 
nu'iul mo to you willi my poor serA'ice, and 
forsomuch as I hear notliing of my muster 



' \Vl»om ("hurch means to api>eal, or for what 
ofTeuce, does not appear, though it seems to be for 
some misdemeanor for which a line would accrue to 
lie king. [Appeal is hcn^ use<l in thehcnsi> otnccuse-] 



your husband's coming hastily home ; and 
though he come or come not, it were expedient 

2 "Paper is doynty:'* this, I believe, is the only 
letter in which a want of i>aper is complained of. 
Tlie letter is written uuou a piece nearly square, out 
of which a quarter haa been cut before l^io letter was 
written. 
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that the king were informed of the demean- 
ing of tlie shire, therefore I send to you a 
testimonial which is made by a great assent of 
great multitude of commons to send to the 
king ; I pray you for the good speed thereof 
that in all haste possible ye like to send 
it to my said master if he be with the king, 
else find the mean to send it to the king 
though my master be thence ; beside farther 
that ye vouchsafe to let diligent labour be 
made to a sufficient number to asseal for my 
master alone^ for if both hold not I would 
one held. 

I pray you that it like you to send for my 
master, William Paston, and show him aU 
this, and that it were hasted, for on the 
adversary's part Judas sleepeth not. 

Bemey promised to have sent, but for our 
Lord's love trust not that, for I see his sloth 



and silly labour, which is no labour, and I 
would full fain speak with you, &c. 

My master, your husband, will perad- 
venture blame us all if this matter be not ap- 

Elied, for he may not of reason do so largdy 
erein by his might, because be is elyted 
( elected) f^ as the commons might wisely do 
with help of his favour if it w€Bre wisely 
wrought. If my master William Paston ride 
hastily from a x dayes (within ten days) to 
London, I will with him if he send me woni. 
The Holy Trinity preserve you. 

Written rudely in haste the Sunday, &c. 
Men say, send a wise man on thy errand 
and say little to him, wherefore I write briefly 
and little. 

Thomas Denyes. 

Sunday, 
July, 1461. 1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXXIL— (VL vol. i. p. 237.) 

[We have in this letter a very curious instance of the tendency to defamation and exaggeration, arising from 
limited publicity. After the press had come fully into operation, such unfounded charges as are here 
made could never have been hazarded, as they would have been followed by instant cbntradictioii and the 
disgrace of the libeller. Fenn remarks : " Private duelling was unknown here at this period, and long 
after ; the king's licence for a combat was necessary to be obtained ; this procured, the combat proceeded 
publicly ; in all matters of treason the vanquished party was immediately executed." The principle, how- 
ever, avowed in this letter, seems to approach very closely to the modem practice ; one party accuses the 
other of asserting falsehoods, and offers to make it good as " a gentleman."] 

To the worship/ulJohn Paston, and William Rokewoode, Esq., emd to overreach (eadi) of them* 

lords, that the said Stapylton, &c. make great 
gatherings of the kings rebellions (rebels) 
lying in wait to murder me ; and in that I 
may make open proof. Written in haste the 
loth day of July, in the 1st year of the reign of 
Edward IV. 

John Bebney. 

Remember to take a writ to choose coro- 
ners in Norfolk. 

lOth of July. 1461. 1 E. IV. 



Right worshipful cousins, I recommend me 
to you; and forasmuch as I am credibly 
informed how that Sir Myles Stapylton, 
knight, with other ill-disposed persons, de- 
fame and falsely noise me in murdering of 
Thomas Denyes, the coroner ; and how that 
I intend to make insurrections contrary unto 
the law ; and the said Stapylton farther- 
more noiseth me with great robberies, in 
which defamations and false noisings the 
said Stapylton, and in that his saying, he is 
false, that knoweth God, &c. And for my 
plain acquittal, if he or any substantial 
gentleman will say it and avow it, I say to it 
contrary ; and by licence of the king to make 
it good as a gentleman. And in this my 
plain excuse, I pray you to open it unto the 



^ {Elected does not appear to convey a right mean- 
ing, as, if elected, he would surely have be^ able to 
do more "lurgely." We think it more probably 
means elided — ^left or struck out. We think thie 
meaning to be that if left out in the presentation of the 
tcstimoniad to the king, he could not use his might 
so largely in favour of the commons as he could 
otherwise do.] 
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LETTER CLXXIII.— (VI. vol. iv. p. 21.) 

This letter is undoubtedly writtca by John Paston to his wife Margaret Faston ; it is therefore difficult to aay 
why he directs to her as to his cousin. I suppose from the late change of government he was cautious olf 
being known to correspond with any one, lest ne shoidd be suspected by either party ; and as this letter was 
on matters relative to an election of knights of the shire, he might be particularly careful not to have his 
sentiments known, fearing another change might take place, as the times were so unsettled. Sir John 
Howard was sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk at this time, diough the under-sheriff seems to have been the 
manager in these election disputes. J. l^aston's advice concerning the election seems not only judicious, but 
calculated to promote the peace of the county ; a tiling at this period much to be desired by me new king. 

To my cousin, Margaret Paston.. 



I RECOMMEND me to you, lettinij you weet 
that the under-sheriff doubteth him of John 
Bemey, wherefore I pray ye bring them to- 
gether, and set them accord [in agreement] * 
if ye can, so that the said under-sheriff be sure 
thathe shall not be hurt by him nor of his coun- 
trymen ; and if he will not, let him verily 
understand that he shall be compelled to find 
him surety of the peace to agree on this head, 
and that shall neither be profitable nor wor- 
shipful ; and let him weet that there have 
been many complaints of him by tliat knavish 
knight, Sir Miles Stapylton,* as I sent you 
word before, but he shdil come to his excuse 
well enough so he have a man's heart, and 
the said Stapylton shall be understood as he 
is, a false shrew, and he and his wife and 
other have blavered (blabbed or prated) here of 
my kindred in hoder moder (hugger-mugger, 
clandestinely), but, by that time we have 
reckoned of old days and late days, mine 



shall be found more worshipful than his and 
Iiis wife's, or else I will not for his gilt gypcer 
purse). 

Also tell the said Bemey that the sheriff is 
in a doubt whether he shall make a new elec- 
tion of knights of the shire, because of him and 
Grey, wherein it were better for him to have 
the sheriff's good will. 

Item, me thinketh for quiet of the country 
it were most worshipful, that as well Bemey 
as Grey should get a record of all such that 
might spend forty shillings a-year, that were 
at the day of election, which of them that had 
fewest to give it up as reason would. ^ Written 
at London, on Relick Smiday.* 

Item, that ye send about for silver accord- 
ing to the old bill that I sent you from Lynn. 

John Paston. 

London, Sunday, 
12th July, 1461. 
1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXXIV.— (VIL vol. i v. p. 25.) 

This is an answer to the preceding letter, and is plainly written by Margaret Faston to her husband John 
Paston. though it has no direction : it informs him what she had done towards executing his commands, and 
gives him further information. Richard Cheyne was parson of Little Snoring at this time, and John Fowler 
of Great Snoring, pl'he setting of the parson in the stocks, and the personating of Scottish soldiers in order 
to extort money, are two curious incidents. The Scotch had been brought in by Queen Margaret, and had 
probably received letters of safe-conduct for their return.] 

Margaret Paston to John Paston, 



I RECOMMEND me to you ; please you to weet 
that I have sent to my cousin Bemey, accord- 
ing to your desire in the letter that ye did 

* [Fenn translates ?/irOM^ A.] 

2 Sir Miles Stapylton, knight, of Ingham, died in 
1466, and was there buried; his first wife was 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Simon Felbrigg; his 
second was Catherine, daughter of Thomas de la 
Pole, second son to the Earl of Suffolk; she was 
living in 1464, and was most probably the lady here 
mentioned. 



write on Relick Sunday to me, whereupon he 
liath written a letter to you and another bill 
to me, the which I send you. He told the 
messenger that I sent to him, that the under- 

3 [This seems to have been a doubtful or contested 
return for a member for the county between Bemey 
and Grey. John Paston 's recommendation is a sort 
of scrutiny, probably not so expensive a proceeding 
then as it is now.] 

< Relick Sunday is the Sunday following the 
translation of St. Tliomas a Becket. 
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sherifT needeth not to fear him, nor none of 
his, for he said, after the election was done, he 
spake with him at the Grey Friars, and 
prayed him of his good mastership, and said 
to him that he feared no man of bodily harm 
but only Twyer and his fellowship. 

Item, Sir John Tatersalle, and the bailiff 
of Walsingham, and the constable, hath taken 
tiie parson of Snoring and four of his men, 
and set them fast in the stocks on Monday 
at night; and as it is said they should be 
carried up to the king in haste, God defend it 
but they be chastised as the law will. 
Twyer and his fellowship beareth a great 
weight of Thomas Denyes' death in the country 
about Walsingham, and it is said there, if 
John Osbern had ought him as good will as 
he did before that he was acquainted with 
Twyer he should not have died, for he might 
{have) ruled all Walsingham as he had list, 
as it is said. 

Item, William Lynys, that was with Master 
Fastolf, and such other as he is with him, go 
fast about in the country and bear men a [i/i] 



hand, priests and other, they be Scots, and 
take bribes of them and let them go again. 
He took the last week the parson of Fritton, 
and but for my cousin Jemyngham the 
younger they would have led him -forth with 
them, and he told them plainly if they made 
any such doings there, but (unless) they had 
the letter to show for them, they should have 
aley on their bodies {be beaten) ;^ it were well 
done that they were met with betimes. It is 
told me that the said William reporteth of 
you as shamefully as he can in divers places. 
Jesu have you in his keeping. Written in 
haste, the Wednesday after Relick Sunday. 

If the under-sheriff come home I will assay 
to do for him as ye desired me in your letter ; 
as for money, I have sent about, and I can 
get none but 13*. 4rf. since ye went out; I 
will do my part to get more as hastily as T 
may. 

By your Margaret Paston. 

Wednesday, 
15tliJuly. 1461. 
1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXX v.— (VII. vol. i. p. 239.) 

It was certainly incumbent u^jon the king to pay every mark of attention to those who had espoused his 
cause, and helped to seat him on the throne, and to make them appear with consequence amongst their tenants 
and dependents as noticed and rewarded by him : at the same time, it was certainly a wise measure in the 
prince to endeavour to attach to his interest as many as he could of tliose who had espoused a contrary 
party. This Edward seems to liave been endeavoiuring to accomplish, though, if we may suppose the writer 
of this letter unbiassed, he began already to neglect those who had served him in the most critical time. 

To the toorshipful John Paston, and to my cousin fViUiam Rokewood, Esq. with my Lord of 

Canterbury, 

Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you, praying you heartily to labour for that 
the king may write unto me, giving me 
thanking of the goodwill and service that I 
Jiave done unto him, and in being with him 
against his adversaries and rebellions, as well 
in the north as in this country of Norfolk. 
And in that the king should please the 
commons in this country ; for they grudge, 
and say how that the king receiveth such of 
this country, &c. as have been his great 
enemies, and oppressors of the commons; and 
such as have assisted his highness be not 
rewarded ; and it is to be considered, or else 
it will hurt, as me seemeth by reason ; and in 



aid of this changeable rule it were necessary 
to move the lords spiritual and temporal, by 
the which it miglit be reformed, &c. And in 
case that any of mine old enemies, Toden- 
ham, Stapylton, and Heydon, with their 
affinity, labour the king and lords unto my 
hurt, I am and will be ready to come to my 
sovereign lord for my excuse, so that I may 

* [The original has "they should aley on her 
bodys." Fenn's interpolation appears unnecessary 
and his explanation too precise. We have not met 
with the word a/ey elsewhere in our older writers, but 
think it signifies here the same as alewe used by 
Spencer and others for howling, crying through 
sufferiug.] 
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coiuo safe for unlawful hiiii purveyed by my 
laiil eiiemios. No more at this time, but God 
prostTve you in grace. Written at Witch- 
inglium, the 16tli day in tlie mouth of July, 



in the lint year of the reiga of Edwafd 
IV. Jouir BuMBT. 

Fleaae it you move this unto my Loi^i 
Canterbury, Ely, Norwich,^ &c. 




Witc-hingliam. 

16th of July. 1461. 
1 E.IV. 

'Jlku letter waa sealed with an o^al seal of vax, having a hnid of 
twine round it, of which we give an engraving. 



L K T T E R CLXXVI.— (VIII. vol. iv. p. 29.) 

ThiM Is tho li>ttcr mentionetl by Margaret Pastuu in the previous one to her husband, and Mcplains thebelwvioiiT 
t)f tho under-sherifT, who appears to have been ia an opposite interest to Bemey, anil in the party of the lately 
dethroned King Henry, llie other letter sent by Bemey is No. clxxii. dated the lOth of July. 1461. j 

7h the right worship/ulJohn Polony Etq. in ha^e. 



Sib, I recommend me to you, &c. and as for 
my plain disposition towards the under- 
sherifl', I will him no l)odily hurt, nor (he) 
shall not be hurt by mc, nor by no man mat 
I may rule; but tlie commons through all 
the shire be moved against him for cause of 
his light demeaning towards them for this 
election of knights of the shire for the parlia- 
ment ; and I suppose, if that he will, he may 
be hastily eased: as thus, let him make 
notice unto tlie said commons that this their 
election shall stand, or else let him purchase 
a new writ, and let him make writing unto 



them what day they shall come^ and they to 
make a new election according unto the lair ; 
and, Sir, I pray you say to him, fliat it is not 
his honesty to lie upon too" many men, 
noising them rebyliones (rebels) of Norfiilk, 
and B. (Bemeif) their captain. No more to 
you at this time, but I have sefl^TOu two 
letters within this eight days. WSt«n tihe 
I7th day of July, in the 1st yea^^ ^ 
reign of Edward IV. 

John Beri 

Friday, 
17 July, 1461. IE. IV. 






LETTER CLXXVII.— (IX. vol. iv. p. 31.) 

This and some of the foregoing letters arc very curious, as they a£ford a striking picture of the times, and 
display the misfortunes ever attendant on tho people at large when so violent a convulsion happens in the 
government of a kingdom. 

To my worship/til hutbandj John Paston, this letter be delivered in haste. 



UiGHT worshipful husband, I recommend 
me to you, please it you to weet that I am 
desired by Sir John Tatersalle to write to you 
for a commission, or an oyer and terminer, 
for to be sent down into this country to sit 
upon the parson of Snoring, and on such as 
was cause of Thomas Denyes' death, and for 
many and great horrible robberies; and as 
for tiie costs thereof the country will pay 
therefore, for they be sore afraid but (tuitess) 
the said death be chastised, and the said 
robberies, they are afraid Uiat more folks 
shall be served in like wise. As for the priest 



and six of his men that be taken, they be 
delivered to Twyer, and four be with them of 
the country's cost for to be sent with to the 
king ; and if they be brought up, at the reve- 
rence of God do your part that they escape 
not, but that they mav nave the judgment of 
the law and as they have deserved ; and be 
committed to prison, not to depart till they 
be inquired of their foresaid robbery by such 

1 Thomas Bourchier was Archbishop of Canterbury 
William Gray Bishop of Ely, aud Walter Hart 
Bidiop of Norwich. 

*'' \too in original ; Fenn in error has so.] 
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a commission that ye can get^ that the king 
and the lords may understand what rule they 
have been of, not only for the murders and 
the robberies, but as well for the great insur- 
rection that they were like a made (Jo have 
made) within the shire. The priests of 
Caister (hey be straitly take heed^ at by 
Robert Harmerer and other, so that the said 
priests may have nothuig out of their o^vn 
nor of other men's but tliey be ransacked, and 
the place is watched both by day and night ; 
the priests think right long till they (have) 



tidino:£t iroin vou. At the reverence of God 
beware how ye go and ride, for it is told me 
that ye be tlureatened of them that be naughty 
fellows, that hath been inclining to tibem 
that hath been your old adversaries. 

The blessed Trinity have you in his keep- 
ing. M'rltteii in haste, the Saturday next 
befoi'e Saint Margaret. 

By yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

S.iiurdav, 
I8di.luly, l»6i. 1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXX VIII.- (\ . vol. iv. p. 33.) 

'Xliis letter appears to have been written in MOl, as it insinuates :i sii>«picion of treason against Sir Thomas 
Toduidiam. &c. who was a faithful Lancastiian, and suffered on the block, for corresponding with the late 
queen, in the February following the date of this letter. 

To the right worship/ul Sir and my good master, my iim*ter. John Paston, he this delivered. 



Reverend and right worshipful Sir, and my 
good master, I recommend me to you ; pray- 
"ig you to weet that there is raised a slan- 
derous noise in this country upon my master 
Yelverton, and you, and my master Alyngton, 
which I suppose is done to bring you out of 
the conceit of the ^jeople, for at this day ye 
stand greatly in the country's conceit. 

It is said by Heydon and his disciples that 
my master Yelverton, and ye, and my master 
Alyngton, should have do (made) one Sir 
Thomas Tartyssale** parson of the east church 
of Warham,® and chaplain to the Prior of 
Walsingham,** to jjut into the parliament a 
bill of divers treasons done by my Lord of 
Norwich,* Sir Thomas Todenham, and John 

* [" Tak hede" of the orit^iual is perhaps iu- 
tended for attacked ; or it niav mean tuat tliey be 
"atreyteley" watched, only thattliis is said afterwurds.] 

*<< [Probably the same name, though not tlie same 
person, as the Tatorsalle of several preceding letters.] 

* There were three churclies iu the parish of 
Warham. 

* Tliomas Hunt was admitted prior in 1437. 

^ Walter Lyhart [or Hart, as he is named in 
page 138,] was declared Bishop of Norwich by 
papal provision in 1446. He was a man of singular 
wisdom, and, Xmng of a peaceable disposition, was 
mnoh beloved by Uie citizens. In 1449 he entertained 
S^ing Henry VI. at his palace in Norwich, and being 
a man of great political abilities, was sent in the same 
year ambassador into Savoy. He died on Whitsunday, 



Heydon. and ye should have set (there)to 
your seals : and if that Heydon had been six 
hours from the parliament longer than he was, 
there had been granted an oyer determiner 
to have inquired of them, &c. This was 
told yesterday in right worshipful audience, 
and among the thriftiest men of this country; 
and they said right shrewdly, for my Lord of 
Norwich hath so flattered the lay people as 
he hath ridden about [m] his visitation that 
he hath their hearts; wherefore and (i^)it 
please you to let me have knowledge what ye 
would I should say to it, where as I hear any 
such language, I will do my part, and have 
done hitheruard as I have thought in my 
conceits best, &c. and if there be any other 
service that ye v^ill command me, I am and 
will be ready at your commandment with the 
grace of God, who ever have you in his 
blessed keeping. Written |;at Wighton in 
haste, on Saint James's day. 

By your servant, 

James Gloys. 



Wight ou, 
Saturday, 25th July, 
1461. 1 E. IV. 



^s^^/^K^Vc^iT' 



24fh ot May, 1478, and was buried directly before 
&e rood loft in his oura ■cathedral. 
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LETTER CLXXIX.— (XL vol. iv. p. 37.) 

This letter is not the only one firom John Paston, to his wife, which is directed to his cousin Matgaret Ptston. 
He had therefore, I suppose, at this time some particular reasons for concealin}; his correspondenee; it 
might be either for some public reason on the late change of government, or for some private letson on his 
own affairs. John Bemey was the second son of John Bemey, Esq. of lleedham. and inherited from his 
father estates in Witchingham ; he was uncle to Ma]^;aret Pastou, and died in July 1461. HiawMthia 
money and plate was considerable for that age, and the caution which was taken in Uiose unsettled times to 
conceal prox)erty is worthy observation. As Tliomas Holler was become, by the decease of John Bemey, 
the only person who had knowledge of some of his property, the desire which Paston expresses that his wilb 
should first get information, and then acquaint him with his friend's deatli, seems to insinuate doubts of his 
hoensty respecting the goods, &c. The hint, too.thathe has a written account of them, any implies the same 
suspicion. 

To my worahip/tUamsin, Margaret Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



I RECOMMEND me unto you, letting you weet 
that your uncle John Bemey is dead, (o/i) 
whose soul God have mercy ! desiring you to 
send for Thomas Holler, and inquire of him 
where his good is, and what he is worth, and 
that he take good heed to all such goods as 
he had, both moveable and unmoveable, for 
I understand that he is worth in money five 
hundred marks (333/. 6s. Sd.) and in plate 
to the value of other five hundred marks, 
beside other goods; wherefore I would ye 
should not let him weet of his decease unto 
the time that ye had inquired of the said 
Thomas Holler of all such matters as be 
above written ; and when he hath informed 
you thereof, then let him weet verily that he 
is dead, desiring him that no man come into 
his place at Reedham but himself, unto the 
time that I come. 

Item, I let you weet that great part of his 



good is at William Tavemer*s as I understand. 
Thomas Holler will tell you justly the truth 
as I suppose, and desire him on my behalf 
that he do so, and there is writing thereof; 
and tell Thomas Holler that I and he be 
executors named, and therefore let him take 
heed that the goods be kept safe, and that no- 
body know where it shall lie but ye and 
Thomas Holler ; and Thomar Holler, as your 
uncle told me, is privy where all his good 
lieth, and all his writings; and so I will that 
ye be privy to the same for casualty of death, 
and ye two shall be his executors for me as 
long as ye do truly, as I trow verily ye will. 
Written at London the 28th day of July. 

I require you be of good comfort, and be 
not heavy [jshw'] if ye will do aught for me. 

Your John Paston. 
London. Tuesday, 
28th July, 1461. IE. IV. 



LETTER CLXXX.— (XIL vol. iv. p. 39.) 

We have here an instance of the tumultuous and desperate manner iu which distresses were made ; in this 
case corn seems to have been the object. It appears that another entry of the same kind was intended. 
It is not said which of his sons J. Paston had sent. [In cases of disputed right, which this appears to have 
l»cn, force is yet firequently used on both sides, as the readiest means of trying the right legally, although 
ouly incidentally, upon the question of assault or riot. The levy would appear to have been intended on 
the crops, but " Blake had hoom the corn" before the 24th of August, a rather early harvest.] 

To my worshipful and right good master, John Paston, Esq, 



Worshipful Sir, and my right good master, 
I recomthend me to you, and heartily I thank 
your good mastership that ye liked to send 
my master your son to Sporle with such fel- 
lowship as ye did, for which I am ever bound 
to do you service, praying you of your good 
continuance. 

Sir, the cause, why I came not was this. 



I was fallen sick with an axis * (access), and 
truly that caused me that I and my fellow- 
ship tarried, and so because thereof I caused my 
lady to write a special letter to my Lord Scales 
but for all that Blake hath home the com 

1 An axes, or access, firom the French word acces, 
means the fit or paroxysm of a disease, and in tliis 
place most probably may be considered as an ague fit. 
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Id my Lady of Suffolk's name ; and tbe cause 
why I sent no word of my sickness was that 
I would not mine enemy should be rejoiced 
by the knowledge of my sickness, so God 
help me; the fellowship tiiat was ready to 
go was right sorry that they might not go 
farther with me, and my lord's and my 
lady's^ will was that they should have gone 
fartlier, but if I had been hele (well) and not 
sick, tiiere should have come a worshipful 
fellowship out of Suffolk of so little warning, 
but truly I lay sick at Ipswich of the access 
both Sunday and Monday; but. Sir, since 
ye have showed me so kindly your good 



mastership, I pray you I may have your fel- 
lowship ready at another time to help to 
execute a commission touching Blake, and 
that they may be ready within two days 
after ye have warning; and, Sir, my service 
is ready to you at all times, as ye show me 
great cause to do you service. 

Written at Thelverton, the Wednesday 
next before St. Bartholomew's day (21/A of 
Auffust) in haste. 

Your servant, 

William Jennev.* 
Thelverton, Wednewlay, 

August. 1461 or 1462. lor2E.IV. 



LETTER CLXXXI.— (XIII. vol. iv. p. 43.) 

This letter was written whilst the Earl of Warwick was in the North Marches, endeavouring to manage matters 
with regard to the Scoti. He went thither soon after the coronation, and before the king had called a par- 
liament. What the matter was in which J. Paston had been so strangely treated does not appear. The 
account of his son is curious, and shows us that in that remote age money was in a certain degree as neces- 
sary as it would be now, for the bringing a young gentleman properly forward amongst his equals. It 
appears from several of these letters that J. Paston kept his children rather too strait fur a man of liis birth 
and fortune. 

To my right worshipful and reverend master, John Paston, at Norwich, 



Right worshipful Sir, and my right honour- 
able master, I recommend me lowly to you ; 
and please your mastership to weet that my 
master Clement your brother and Playters 
wrote a letter to my master your son yester- 
day, the tenor of which was how ye were 
entreated there, and as ye desired me, so I 
informed them the matter along, for they wist 
not of it till I told them, and they wrote the 
more pleynerly [/«%]* inasmuch as a wor- 
shipful man rode the same day, and bare the 
letter to my said master your son.* 

The Jjord Bourchier is with the king, and 
my Lord Warwick still in the north, &c. 

Item, Sir, this day came one John Wayn- 
fleet from the king straitway, and he is of 
mine acquaintance: and he told me there 
was no voice nor speaking about the king of 

' I suppose these mean the Duke and Duchess of 
Norfolk. 

* William Jenney, of Kuotishall, in Suffolk, was 
an eminent lawyer, and in 1477 was made a judge of 
the King's Bench : he died in 148.3. aged above sixty 
years. I believe this letter was written in the begin- 
ning of ihe reign of Edward IV. On the back is 
written, in an ancioat hand, "A friendly Trc of 
"W. Jenney, who alter became a mortal enemyo." 

3 [Penn translates "plainerly" (plainly) It is 
apparently firom the French j)/et7t.] 



that matter, and I told him all the matter 
along how ye were entreated, which he will put 
in remembrance in any place that he cometh 
in in Suffolk or Essex as he goeth homewards, 
for he oweth no good- will to your adversary. 
And the said Waynfleet told me that he 
knoweth for certain the king cometh not into 
Norfolk till he hath been upon the marches 
of Wales, and so there is no certainty of his 
coming this many days ; he told me he letlb 
the king with a small fellowship about him. 

And I inquired (of) him of the guiding of 
my master your son, which he commended 
greatly, and said that he stood well in con- 
ceit, and daily should increase; and he was 
well in acquaintance and beloved with gen- 
tlemen about the king; but he said there 
shall nothing hurt him but your straitness of 

* [Tliis is a curious exemplification of the evils 
arising from uncertain means of communication. It 
would appear from this that the contents of the letter, 
as far as regarded matters of importance, must depend 
much upon the trust- worthiness of the messenger. 
Here, as the messenger was "a w'rchypfuU man," 
the letter was wTitten "more pleynerly" than it 
would otherwise have been. " The matter in which 
J. Paston, had been so strangely treated," was proba- 
bly the quarrel with Howard's men, alluded to by Iiis 
son in Letter clxxxii.] 
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LETTER CLXXXin.—(XV. vol. iv. p. 53.) 

[The economy of tlie royal household is inciclentally shown in this letter. It appears that not all the followers 
of the court were provided for at the king's expense, and that the cost of attending the king in his journeys 
was greater than when he was resident in London. The quarrel with Howard is again aUuded to.] 

To his rUfht reverend attd worghip/ul brother, John Patton. 



Right reverend and worshipful brother, I 
recommend me to your good brotherhood, 
desiring to hear of your welfare and good 
prosperity, the which I pray God increase to 
his pleasure and your heart's ease, certifying 
you that I have spoken with John Russe, and 
Playters spoke with him, both (also)^ on 
Friday before St. Bartholomew; he told us 
of Howard's guiding, which made us right 
sorry, till we heard the conclusion that ye 
bad none harm. 

Also I understand by William Peacock 
that my nephew had knowledge thereof also 
upon Saturday next before St. Bartholomew 
in the king's house; notwithstanding upon 
the same day Playters and I wrote letters 
unto him, rehearsing all the matter, for cause 
if there were any questions moved to him 
thereof, that he should tell the truth, in case 
that the questions were moved by any wor- 
shipful man, and named my Lord Bourchier,* 
for my Lord Bourchier was with the king at 
that time. 

I feel by William Peacock that my nephew 
is not 5'et verily acquainted in the king's 
house, nor with the officers of the king's house; 
he is not taken as none [owe] of that house, 
for the cooks be not charged to serve him, nor 
the sewer to give him no dish, for the sewer 
will not take no men no dishes 'till they be 
commanded by the controller ; also he is not 
acquainted with nobody but with Wykes,^ 
and W^ykes had told him that he would 
bring him to the king, but he hath not yet 
done so; wherefore it were best for him to 

^ [We know of no authority for stich a translation of 
both. We think it means both of us or both topether. 
The context supports this view, as it adds that he 
(Russe) told us (C. Paston and Plas'ters) of Howard's 
guiding, &c.] 

* William Viscount Bourchier, eldest son of Henry 
Bourchier, who was created Earl of Essex in June 
H61 : he was cousin to Etlward IV. and died iu the 
life-time of his father. 

3 .Tolin Wykes was an usher of the king's chamber, 
and a friend and cousin of J. Paston's. 



take his leave and come home till ye had 
spoken with somebody to help him forth, for 
he is not bold enough to put forth himself; 
but then I considered that if he should now 
come home, the king would think that when 
he should do him any service somewhere,^ 
that then ye would have him home, the which 
should cause him not to be had in favour; 
and also men would think that he were put 
out of service. Also William Peacock telleth 
me that his money is spent, and not riotously, 
but wisely and discreetly, for the costs is 
greater in the king's house when he rideth 
fiieii ye wend it had been, as William Pea- 
cock can tell you; and therefore we must get 
him one hundred shillings at the least, as by 
William Peacocks saying, and yet that will 
be too little, and I wot well we cannot get 
forty pence of Christopher Hanson, so I shall 
be fain to lend it him of mine own silver ; if 
I knew verily your intent were that he should 
come home I would send him none; there- 
fore I will do as me thinketh ye should be 
best pleased, and that me thinketh is to send 
him the silver; therefore I pray you (a«) 
hastily as ye may send me again five marks 
(3/. 6». Sd.) and the remanent I trow I shall 
get upon Christopher Hanson and Loket. I 
pray you send me it as hastily as ye may for 
I shall leave myself right bare, and I pray 
you send me a letter how ye will that he 
shall be demeaned. Written on Tuesday 
after St. Bartholomew, &c. Christus vos 
conservet ! By 

Clement Paston. 



C^A^nv^^^^i^^ /p olhj^ 



August, about U61 or 1462. 
1 or 2 E. IV. 



•* [Fenn translates " any service, it were,' ' &c. The 
original is " ony srvie sO wer yt," Sec.] 
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LETTER CLXXXIV.— (X VI. vol. iv. p. 59.) 

[This letter chiefly relates to personal and private matters ; but the notice of Agnes Paston is remarkable and 
characteristic. She everywhere appears to be a strong-willed and energetic woman.] 

To the right reverend and worsJupful Sir, and my good master, John Paston, Esq. 



Right reverend and worshipful Sir, I recom- 
mend me to your good mastership, praying 
you to weet that I was at Blake's and spake 
with his wife, and she saith he was not at 
home this three weeks, he rideth up the coun- 
try to take OtCcounts of bales, and that this 
day sev'night he should have sate in Caister 
by you upon accounts, and from thence he 
should have ridden to Ljmn, and that he shall 
be at home on Monday at night next coming ; 
wherefore I have left my errand with her; 
but she saith that he shall not mown coming 
{be able to come) to you, for my lady have 
sent for him in great haste, both by a letter 
and by a token, to come to her as hastily as 
he may; notwithstanding she shall do the 
errand to him. 

As for Yelverton I did a good feel to inquire 
of James Skinner when the said Yelverton 
should go to London; he said not this sev'- 
night, he could not tell what day till he had 
spoken with his son, his son should come to 
him ere his master should ride ; I shall inquire 
more at Walsingham ; and for God's love be 
not too long from London, for men say there, 
as I have been (informed) that my Lord of 



Gloucester should have Caister, and there is 
great noise of this revel that was done in Suf- 
folk by Yelverton and Jenney; and your 
well-willers think that if they might prevail 
in this, they would attempt you in others ; but 
cease their power and malice, and preserve 
you from all evil, and at the reverence of God 
let some interposition go a-twixt you and my 
mistress your mother ere ye go to London, 
and all that ye do shall speed the better, for 
she is set on great malice, and every man that 
she speaketh with, knoweth her heart, and it 
is like to be a foul noise (over) all the country 
without it be soon ceased. 

Also, Sir, it is told me that my Lord of 
Norfolk is coming to Framlingham, and that 
ye be greatly commended in his household, 
therefore it were well do;ie, me seemeth, that 
ye snake with him. 

The Holy Trinity keep you. Written at 
Norwich, the Thursday after St. Matthew. 

Your poor priest, 

James Gloys. 

Norwich, 

Thursday, 24th of September, 

1461. 1 E. IV. 



LETTER CLXXXV.— (Vm. vol. i. p. 211.) 

The writer in tite former part of this letter seems to accuse lus master Paston of delay in fuUfiling tlie trusts 

in Sir John Fastolfs will, to whom he was executor. 

To my full wwshipfulj special good master, John Paston, Esq., abiding at Norwich. 



Right worshipful Sir, and some time my 
most special good master, I recommend me 
unto your good mastership, with all my poor 
service, if it may in any wise suffice ; and 
farthermore. Sir, I beseech you, now being in 
your country, where ye may daily call unto 
you my master Sir Thomas Howes, once to 
remember my poor matter; and by your 
discretions to take such a direction theieiu, and 
so to conclude, as may be to your discharge 
and to my furtherance, according to the will 
of him that is passed unto God, whose soul 
I pray Jesu pardon ! for truly, Sir, there was 
in him no fault, but in me oxdy, if it be not 

VOL, I. 



as I have remembered your mastership afore- 
this time. For truly, Sir, I dare say 1 should 
have had as special and as good a master of 
you as any poor man, as I am, within England 
should have had of a worshipful man, as 
you are, if ye had never meddled the ffoods 
of my master Fastolf ; and as mudb ye 
would have done and laboured for me in mj 
right, if it had been in the hands of any 
omer man than of younelf only. Ba^ I 
trust in God, at your next coming^ to have 
an answer such as I shall be oontent widi; 
and if it may be lo, I am andihal^ be yow 
•enrant in that I can or maj, fliat ' 

X 
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our Lord Jesus, 'whom I beseech save, and 
send you a good end in all your matters, to 
your pleasure and worship everlasting. Amen. 
Written at London, the 4th day of October. 

As for tidings, the king will be at London 
within three days next corsangy ami aU the 
castles and holds both in South Wale» and in 
North Wales axe given and yielded up into 
the kind's hand; and the Duke of Exeter^ 
and the Earl oi Pembroke^ aie fled and taken 
[to] the mountains, and divers lords with 
great puissance are after them. And the 
most part of gentlemen, and men of worship 
aie come in to the king, and have grace of 
all Wales. The Duke of Somerset^^ the Lord 
Hungerford, ^ Robert Whityngham, and other 
four or five esquires, are come into Normandy 
out of Scotland, and as yet they stand strait 
under arrest ; and as merchants that are come 
late thence say, they are like to be deemed 



and judged prisoners. My Lord Wer Jock, ^ 
Sir John Cley, and the Dean of St Severin^s 
have abode at Calais these three weeks, and 
yet are there, abiding a safe conduct, going 
upon an embassy to ^e French king.® And 
Sir Waker Blount,? treasurer of Csdais, wi& 
a great fellowship of soldiets of Calais, and 
many other men of the marchesi» have lain, 
and yet do, at a siege aiote the castle of 
Hammes, by-side Calais, and daily make 
great war, either party to other. 

Item, I send unto you a copy of a letter 
that was taken upcm the sea, made by the 
Lord Hungerford and Whityngham. 

Item, we shall have a great embassy out of 
Scotland in all haste of lords. 

At your commandment, and servant, 

Henry Wyndesore. 
London, 
4th of October, 1461. 1. E.IV. 



LETTER CLXXXVI. (IX. vol. i. p. 247.) 

This copy is -wTitten by Henry Windsor, and having the same paper-mark with the foregoiitf original letter, is 
that which was sunt wi& it to his master Paston, to whom it is directed. We here see tne suspicious state 
the adherents of the queen were in abroad, though in the kingdom of her cousin germain. What a fall 
for poor King Henry, from a throne to the attendance of four men and a boy. 

To the Queen of England, in Scotlcmd. 



Madam, please it your good God, we have 
since our coming hither written to your 
highness thrice ; the first we sent by Bruges, 
to be sent to you by the first vessel that went 
into Scotland; the other two letters were 
sent from Dieppe, the one, by the carvel in 
the which we came; and the other, in another 
vessel; but, madam, all was one thing in 
substance, of putting you in knowledge of 
the king^ your uncle's death, whom God 
assoyl (pardon), and how we stood arrested, 
and do yet. But on Tuesdey next we trust 
and imderstand we shall up to the king° 
your cousin germain. His conunissaries, at 

1 Henry Holland ; he married lady Anne, sister to 
Edwanl IV., but continued firm to the interest of the 
House of Lancaster. 

3 Jasper Tudor, of Hatfield, half-brother to 
Henry Vl. ; he was afterwards Duke of Bedford. 

3 Henry Beaufbrt, he was beheaded in 1463, after 
the battle of Heidiam. 

* Robert, Lord Hungerford, was beheaded in 1463. 

B John Lord Wenlod^ left the York party, mm! 
joiued that of Lancaster, but negle<^iug to come up 



the first of our tarrying, took all our letters 
and writings, and bear them up to the king ; 
leaving my Lord of Somerset in keephig at 
(the) castle of Arques; and my fellow Whit- 
yngham and me (for we had safe conduct) in 
the town of Dieppe, where we are yet. But 
on Tuesday next we understand that it 
pleaseth the said king's highness that we 
shall come to his presence : and are charged 
to bring us up Monsieur de Cressell, now 
bailiff of Cause, ^° and Monsieur de la Mot. 

Madam, ferth (fear) you not, but be of 
good comfort, and beware that ye adventure 
not your person, nor my lord the Prince, by 

in time at the battle of Tftwkesbiu'y in 1471, Edmund 
Duke of Somerset cleft him down with a battle-axe. 

* Lewis XI. 

' He was created Lord Montjoy in 1465, and 
obtained part of the estates of tiie attainted Thomas 
Courtney, Earl of Devonshire. 

» Charles VII., king of France, died 22nd of July, 
1461, aged 60. 

9 Lewis XI. king of France. 

^ [ProbaWy Cannss.] 
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the sea, till ye hare other word from us ; in 
less than (unkts that) your person eannot be 
sure there as ye are, and that extreme neces- 
sity drive you thence. And for (rod's sake 
{let) the king's highness he advised the same ; 
Ibr as we be informed the Earl of March ^ is 
into Wales by land, and hath sent his navy 
thither by sea. And madam, think verily, 
we shall not sooner be delivered but that we 
will come straight to you, without death take 
us by the way ; the which we trust he will 
not, till we see the king and you peaceable 
again in your realm ; the which we beseech 
God soon to see, and to send you that your 
highness desirelh. Written at Dieppe, the 
30th day of August. 

Your true subjects and liege men, 

HuNeERFORD.' 

Whityngham. ' 
Dieppe, 
SCthof August. 1461. 
1. E.fv. 

At the bottom of the copy of the letter is 
added i~— 

These are the names of those men that are 
in Scotland with the queen. 



The King Harry is at Kirkhowbre (Kirk- 
cudbriffhi) with four men and a child. 

Queen Margaret is at Edinburgh and her son. 

The Lord Roos and his son.^ 

John Ormond. 

Will'm Taylboys. 

S^. John Fortescue. 

S'. Tho« Pyndem. 

S'. Edmund Hampden.^ 

S'. Henry Roos. 

John Courtney. 

Myrfyn of Kent. 

Waynesford of London. 

Tho* Thompson of Guynes. 

Tho^ Brampton of Guynes. 

John Audeley of Guynes. 

Langheyn of Ireland. 

Tho* I%ilip of Ipswich. 

Danson. 

Tho* Bumby. 

Borret of Sussex. 

S^ John Welpdale. 

Mr. Rog' Clerk of London, 

John Retford late Coubitt. 

Giles Seintlowe. 

John Hawt. 



LETTER CLXXXVIL— (X. vol. i. p. 251 .) 

I have given this as the contents of a paper which accompanies the two foregoing letters, but how far they 
merit any regard I cannot pretend to say. The writer seems to doubt the truth of many of the assertions, as 
he adds to almost every one of them " as they say." It relates to the return of the Duke of Somerset, &c. 
from France into Scotland, to join Queen Margaret, and must have been written in or about 1462. 

Memorandum, This is the confession of sixteen Frenchmen with the master, taken at Sheringham 

(in Norfolk) the third week of Lent, 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you, and let you weet, that I have been at 
Sheringham and examined the Frenchmen, 
to the number of sixteen with the master; 
and they tell that the Duke of Somerset is 
into Scotland, and they say the Lord Hunger- 
ford was on Monday last past afore Shering- 
ham into Scotland ward in a kervel (cormih 
of Dieppe, no great power with him, nor witn 



1 Edward IV. king of England. 

3 See not* to Letter clxxxv. 

3 Sir Rttbttrt WhityDl^iam and Sir Edward Hamp- 
den were slaiB aithe battiLe of Tewkesbury in 1471. 

* Thomas. Lonl Boos and his son Edmund : the 
former was MbMded in 1468, aftor the batkls of 
Hevhom. 



the said duke neither. And they say that the 
Duke of Burgoyn^ is poisoned and not like 
to recover. 

And as for powers to be gathered against 
our welfare; they say there should come 
into [theli Seine .200 great forstages^ out of 
Spain from the king there ;7 and 300 ships 
from the Duke of Bretagne® with the navy of 
France, but they be not yet assembled, nor 



fi Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy. [This 
rumour was incorrect.] 
^ Large ships were ships with fMestages or fore^ 

7 Henry IV. Uug of Spain, died in U74. 
« Frs]icisILUstI>idMofBrslB(Be,disdiBliM. 

L % 
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victual there purveyed, as they «ay, nor men. 
And the king of France^ is into Spain on pil- 
grimage with few horse as they say ; what the 
purpose is they cannot tell certain, &c. 

In haste at Norwich. 

The king of France hath committed the 
rule of Bourdeaux unto the merchants of the 
town, and the browd' that be therein to be at 
their wages ; and like as Calais is a staple of 
wool here in England, so is that made a staple 
of wine. 



John Fermer prisoner saith, one JoTin Giles, 
a clerk that was with the Earl of Oxford, 
which was some time in King Harry *s house, 
was a privy secretary with the Earl of Oxford ; 
and if any writing were made by the said 
earl, the said Giles knew thereof in this great 
matter. 

Norwich, 

March , 1461-2. 

2E.IV. 



LETTER CLXXXVIII.— (XVII. vol. iv. p. 63.) 

John Mowbray. Duke of Norfolk, succeeded his father in 1461, 1 E. IV. and I should suppose came to age 
very soon after, for, in November 1462, he by the king's command was to keep his Christimas at his caatje 
of Holt in Denbighshire, when he appears to have l^en married, and was tlieu most probably past hi 
twenty-first year. This letter might therefore be written on the 12th of October, 1461, and at latest on the 
same day in 1462. We are here acquainted with the pajade and attendance expected by tlie nobility from 
their retainers and vassals on the delivery of their lands, and on tiieir taking possession of offices. 

To our trusty and entirely beloved servant, John Paston, Esq, 



The Duke op Norfolk. 
Right well-beloved servant, I greet you 
heartily well, certifying that we shall be at 
full age on Friday next coming, wherefore, 
well counselled by the lords of our counsel, 
and other of our counsel, that ye, one of our 
servants of household with others, be with 
us at London on Friday or Saturday next 
coming at the furthest, to accompany us 
then to our worship, for we shall have then 
livery of our lands and offices ; and that ye 
fail us not as ye will have our good lord- 
ship in time coming, and also that ye do 
warn our feedmen^ and servants, such as be 



nigh to you, that they be there then in our 
livery. Written the 12tli day of October. 

Norfolk.* 
Monday, 12th of October, 1461. 1 E. IV. 



^/\a< 




LETTER CLXXXIX.— (XVIII. vol. iv. p. 65.) 

Though this letter has neither address nor subscription, it appears to have been written to John Paston ia the 
beginning of Edward the Fourth's reign, and the business it contains seems to be relative to Sir John 
Faiitolf's affairs and vrill. Thomas Howes was parson of Blofield from about 1460 to 1471, and his 
cheve-day or thriving -day, I should suppose means the day on which he received the profits of his liviuj? ; 
Saint Andrew's day being now a usual time for the payment of compositions for tythes. The writer of this 
letter was a friend of J. Paston, and from the advice which he here gives him, may be supposed one who 
knew mankind. 

To my right worshipful master, John Paston, 



Right worshipful master, I recommend me 
unto you, &c. the cause of my writing is this, 

1 Lewis XI. kingof France, died in 1483. 

* This word is imperfect in the original paper, 
perhaps it means they bruit. 

3 Feedmen were those who held lands by an ac- 
knowledgment of any superiority to a higher lord. 



I was at Blofield on Saint Andrew's day 
(30 November)'wii\i the parson, and he under- 

* John Mowbray was the last Duke of Norfolk of 
that name, and married Elisabeth, daughter of that 
renowned warrior John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury : 
he died suddenly at Framlingham Castle, in SufTolk, 
on Wednesday the 17 A of January, 1475. 
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stood none other but that I came to see his 
masterdiip, for it was his cheve day; and 
there I moved unto him of the land in Soche* 
werk (^Southwartt), how I heard say when I 
was in Suffolk that Jenney made his avaunt 
that he had given you and him a chop 
[exchange] of twenty pound of land; and 
incontinent he told me all the matter bet- 
ter than I could tell him; and as I could 
understand in him by my simple wit that 
he was of knowledge of all the matter, for 
he said that Yelverton came down from 
the Bench, and plete {^pleaded) the matter, and 
for cause ye were so laches (n^Ugent), and 
came not in time, the matter yede (went) 
amiss, and so I understood by him that he 
is disposed to excuse Yelverton in all 
matters rather than you, but nevertheless 
make good cheer to the parson as though ye 
understood that he were your friend till time 
ye have your intent, but beware and trust him 
not, but make you so strong in lordship 
and in the law, that ye reek not (care not) 
much whether he be good or bad, &c. 

Item, ye be much beholden unto Thomas 
Greene and to Edmund Wydeville, brother 
to Hugh Fenn, for they report much worship 
of your mastership in all matters, and that 
causes the substance of the town to owe you 
service, and be well disposed unto your 
mastership, and that understand I every day ; 
and if it please you, when we parted at Nor- 
wich in your place, ye said unto me ye would 
somewhat do by my simple advice ; and this 
is mine advice, that in any wise ye make 
Hugh Fenn and Thomas Greene on your 
counsel, if ye can find in your heart, for I 
dare say as I hear and imdentand that they 
owe you right good will and service, for a man 
may hear by the half what the whole meaneth ; 
and therefore for God's love remember you 



well in this matter, for and (if) it stood on 
my life I would do as I advise you, &c. 

Item, for our Lord's love go through with 
William Worcester, and also please Cbrewys 
as ye think in your heart best for to do, for 
it is a common proverb '^ A man must some- 
times set a candle before the devil;'' and 
therefore though it be not aldermost meet and 
profitable, yet *' of two harms the least is to 
be taken." 

Item, ye shall understand that the parson 
told me that they were summoned to come 
for the probate of the testament at con- 
version of Saint Paul (25 January), and 
therefore I would advise you in any wise that 
ye should understand the matter wisely ere 
ye come home, for I suppose that Yelverton 
and he is confederate and accord together. 

Item, when I was at Blofield with the 
parson, there came Robert Fyrass (Ferrers f) 
to him, saying that he is compelled by the 
king's commissioners to have harness after his 
degree, and that the parson sent him to my 
mistress that she should deliver him harness, 
and I understand she will not till ye come 
home, but ye shall understand it is an 
alms deed to do him good, understanding 
his necessity and need that he stand in, and 
also understanding that he was kinsman to 
my master, and it is a common proverb, " A 
man should keep from the blind and give it 
to his kind," and every man will say well 
thereof, the more because he is a gentleman, 
and of his kin, and in great penury ; and 
therefore for the love of God remember 
such matters. No more at this time, but God 
have you in his keeping both body and soul, 
and speed you in your matters as well as I 
would ye should do. 

December, or Januaryi between 1460 and 1462. 
1 and 2 E. IV. 



LETTER CXC— (XIX. vol. iv. p. 69.) 

At this time Henry VI. was in Scotland, and his queen in France, soliciting assistance from Lewis XI. though 
with little success ; the report therefore of an invasion with so large an army could have no real foun- 
dation; it was, however, the news of the day, and alarmed the friends of Edward, On the seal of this 
letter is the impression of the bear, the weU-knowu cognizance of the Earl of Warwick. ^ It shows both 
the popularity and power which this great peer had at this time when his friends used this device of his 
on wioix seals. 

To my right worthipful Sir and master, mine master, John Paston, Esq, 

Right won^pful Sir and master, I recom- i of Drayton is or shall be resigned in hasfe into 
mend me to you, and please you that the church I the bishop's hands by Sir John Bullock, de- 
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siring you heartily that ye like I may ha.ve 
the presentation c^ the next avoidance for 
a nephew of mine, called Sir Reynold Spen- 
delowe, which I trust your mastership will 
agree to make in your name and mine as was 
Lut, &c.^ And, Sir, please you also that I 
have had divers communications with Worces- 
ter since Christmas, and I feel by him utterly 
that he will not appoint in other form than to 
have the lands of Fairchilds, and other lands 
in Drayton, to the sum of ten marks (6/. 13«. 
4<^) of you properly, beside that that he de- 
sireth of mine master, whom God assoil, which 
matter 1 remit to your noble discretion. 

And as for answer of the bills that I have, 
I have been so aekelele {tkkly) since Christ- 
mas that I might not yet done them, but I 
shall in all hai^, wherein ye may excuse you 
by me if ye please till the next term, at which 
time all shall be answered by God's grace, 
who preserve you and send you the accom- 
plbhment of your desires, &c. 

Item, Sir, please your mastership, it was 



letten me weet in right secret wise that a 
puissance is ready to arrive in three fiaits of 
this land, by the mean of King Harry and &e 
queen that was, and by the Duke (of) So- 
merset and othors, of six score thousand men, 
and their day, if wind and weather had 
served them, should have been here soon upon 
Candlemas ; at Trent to London ward, mey 
should have been by Candlemas, or soon 
after, one part of them, and anoflier part 
coming from Wales, and the third from Jersey 
and Guernsey, wherefore it is well done ye 
ii^orm mine Lord Warwick, l^at He may 
speak to the king that good provLnon be had 
for withstanding their malicious purpose and 
evil will, which God grant we may over- 
come them, and so we should I doubt not if 
we were all one; there be many meddlers, 
and they be best cheridied which would hurt 
much if these come too, as God defend, &c. 



Thomas Howes. 



February, 1461-2. 
1 E. IV. 



LETTER CXCL— (XX. vol. iv. p. 78.) 

The persoBS here mentioBed to have been summoned to attend the king under his writ of FHvy Seal were at this 
time I sappose suspected not only of concerning themselves in tibe affairs of their late Sovereign Henry VI. 
but of acting for his interest, particularly Bemey and Bough, or such viol«it fooceedings as that of raising the 
county to apprehend them would scarcely have been commanded : it might however be for some other cause. 
If William Yelverton had offended, he soon made his peace, for he now was, and continued to be, a justice of 
the King's Bench. This embassy from Philip Duke of Borgimdy fixes the date of this letter to the year 1461-2, 
as in the beginning of this year his ambassacuMrs arrived. 

To my most reverend and worship/ul master, my master John Paston, be this delivered. 



Pleaseth it your good mastership to ui^er- 
stand that I have received a bill of John 
Boteler, which speaketh of your hay at Hel- 
lesdon, and of your barley in other places, 
but I understand not what ye would I should 
do therein; nevertheless I shall do make 

* The following extracts from the Institution books 
in the registry of the Bishop of Norwich, ascertain 
the date of this letter. 

Draiton. 

"Beg. xi. 124, 29 January, 1460-1. Johnanes 
Bullock ad preesentatienem JohTs Paston arm. et 
The. Howys Capellani." 

"Beg. xi. 131. 15 March 1461-2. JohSs Flour- 
dew ad prsesentationem eorundem." 

It .appears from hence that John Bullock resigned 
the living of Drayton in 1461-2. and on that the 15th 
of March John Flowerdew was presented thereto 
and not Sr Reynold Spendelowe. 



(have it made) ready ; and as for your hay I 
shall tell you when I come home ; and as 
for money at Helleedon I can none get, and 
at Swainsthorp I have tak«i four mai^s 
(2/. 13». id.) 

Item, as for tidings, the sessions shall be at 
Thetford on W^ednesday next coming, where 
I understand Master Bemey will be with 
much people, because there is come to him a 
privy seal that he should be wiHi the king 
within six days (q/ter) that the privy seal was 
delivered him, which he cannot do, for the 
sixth day is to-morrow ; there is one come 
to Felbrigg, to William Yelverton one other, 
and to Robert Rough another, and none of 
them will go to th« king ; and the under- 
sheriff ixHd m/c tliat there is come a commis- 
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Bion down to his master, diat in case they 
come not up to the king by their privy seals, 
that Ihen he rear the oomitry, and take tiiem, 
and bring them to the king wheresoever he be. 

Item, James Gresham telleth me the same, 
and as for tidings from London we hear none, 
but that John Colman telleth me that if 
Bemey or Robert Rough come up they are 
like to die. 

There be come to London ambassadors 
from the Duke of Burgundy, which caused 
the king to speed him the rather to London. 

Item, as f(xr any new assizes at Thetford 



there is none but that hath hanged this five 
years, as the sheriff telleth me. 

I was purposed to be at home this night 
till I had your bill, which causeth me to ride 
on to Drayton for divers things, &c. Al- 
mighty Jesu preserve you. 

Written at Norwich, the second Monday of 
clean Lent. 

Your poor beadsman and servant, 

Richard Calle. 
I^orwich, 
Monday. 15 March, 1461-2. 
2 E. IV. 



LETTER CXCII.— (XXI. vol. iv. p. 77.) 

It appeals ftom this letter that the king in person attended at the assises in Cambridge, daring the time tliat his 
judges transacted the business of the Court. The extortions, and other acts of oppression, done by the sheriffs, 
&c., of counties were at this time very great, and loudly called for reformation. On the back of this letter 
is written &e following memorandum : " Juatioe Yelverton boasteth of cSmeudacon had at the king's hands.** 



To my right singular mastery 

After due reconunendation, please it your 
mastership to weet. Master Yelverton, justice, 
said in tk« sessions that the king should keep 
his Easter at Bury, and from thence come 
into this coimtry, and see «uch riots as have 
been in this couxitry punished in such form 
as happily some should hang by the neck ; 
and he told what thank he had of the king at 
Cambridge, for cause he declared so well the 
charge of extortion done by sherifis and other 



/. Paston, Esq. in haste, 8;c, 

officers, &c., for the which declaration the 
king took him by the hand, and said be 
cowde (owed) him great thanks, and prayed 
him so to do in this country, &c. 

In haste, at Norwich, the Wednesday next 
before the Annunciation. 

Your'poor James Gresham. 

Norwich, 
Wednesday. 24 March. 14«l-2. 2 E. IV. 
Bat this date is not certain. 



LETTER CXCIII.— (XI. vol. i. p. 253.) 

This letter appears to have been written the year after the accession of Edward IV., as in the February nre- 
ceding this letter John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, and Aubrey his son, were beheaded. The informations then 
given night probably make it necessary to have many of their depeDdantB and servants taken into custody 
and detained in prison. The attention of the Paston^s, father and son, to ibe writer of this letter, who appears to 
have been a. confidential servant of Edward, seems to be directed to the obtaining of his fiivour with the king 
on Aeir behalf. Lavenham. in Suffolk, had been in the possession of the De Veres fh>m the reign of Henry I. 
The Church there is a noble and elegant structure, and was Irailt by Ui^n and the family of Spring. 

To my right trusty and ujell-behved/riend, Jehn Paston, Esq. 

Fermor, is seiced and arrested within the 
town of Yarmouth, because he dwelled with 
the Earl of Oxford's son, and {nroposed to have 
passed the sea without licence, and standeth 
out of the conceit -of much people, I would 
desire you that ye would write to the bailiffs 
of Yarmouth to deliver the said John Fermor 
to'my servant John Brenerigg, bringer ef this, 
with an officer of the said town, to be carried 



Right worshipful and mine cntipely well- 
beloved friend, I recommend me unto you, 
heartily thooiking you of your ^great present 
offish, aud <xf the fellowship thadt my cousin 
your son showed unto me at Norwich, pro- 
posing by the grace of God to deserve it unto 
you in time to come, in such place as I may 
do for you. Desiring you specially, whereas 
a tenant of mine of Lavenham, called John 
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utito the king's castle of Rising at my cost ; 
thore to be examined of certain articles, which 
I may not disclose till I have spoken with 
the king's highness. Praying you to write to 
the said bailiffs that I shall be their sufficient 
discharge against the king, desiring you to 
give credence to the bringer hereof, as my 
very trust is in you. 



Written at Lavenham, the 25th day of 
Marcb. 

Your true and faithful friend, having 
no blame for my good will, 

John W\*kes, 

Usher of the King's Chamber. 

Lavenham, 
Thursday, 25th of March. 1462. 2 E. IV. 



LETTER CXCIV.— (XXII. vol. iv. p. 79.) 

This letter was most probably \iTitten in the beginning of the reign of Edward IV. after the executors of Sir 
J. Fastolf had disagreed amongst themselves ; and would scarcely have been worth preserving, but as it mesa- 
tions ' A Clirouicle of Jerusalem,* and ' A History of the Valiant Acts of Sir John Fastolf.' This Bussazd 
appears to have been one of those persons who were employed to transcribe books before the art of printing 
reached Kngland, and perhaps was likewise concerned in drawing up, as well as in writing, the account of Sir 
John Fastolf 's exploits in France. 

Unto my master, Paston, be this letter delivered. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me unto 
you, and if it like you I have spoken with 
Bussard, and demanded him if he had any 
evidence, deeds, or copies, or any other 
evidence of any place, or of any livelihood 
that longg* (behngetk) unto my master, 
and (he) saith nay, by his faith and by his 
truth, for if he had he would send them 
unto you with a good will ; for he saith it 
should do him none ease, (they wottld be of no 
use to him). And, Sir, if it please you, I 
asked him if he knew any evidence that he 
had delivered unto William Worcester, bill, 
or deeds, or any other evidence, that should 
belong unto any purchase, or of any liveli- 
hood unto my master's, and he saith nay 



truly, for he saith the last time that he wrote . 
unto William Worcester it was before Mid- 
summer and then he wrote ' A Chronicle of 
Jerusalem,^ and the jomes (jourties, valiant 
exploits) that my master (Fastolf) did while 
he was in France, that God on his soul have 
mercy ! And he saith that this drew more 
than twenty whazerys (wases^ bundles ?) 
of paper, and this writing (he) delivered unto 
William Worcester and none other, nor 
knoweth not of none other by his faith. 

By your man, 

John Daw. 

Most probably written after 1460, 
and in the beginning of the roigu 
of E.I V. 



LETTER CXCV.— (XXIIL vol iv. p. 81.) 

We have here an exact picture of the times, and arc fiunished with the steps taken to keep and defend landed 
property. Possession seemed to depend entirely upon the number of men the possessor was able to bring 
together, at a short notice, to resist such a fellowsnip as his adversary brought to dispossess him. Tlie 
influence of the great, however, extended far, and if^they interfered ihe others were obliged to submit. 
Tliis seems to have been the case here, as the heads of both parties were retainers of the Duke of Norfolk. 
Had they been under different nobles, perhaps a local civil commotion would have been stirred up, and 
many lives have l)een lost before the contest had been decided. It is difficult to ascertain the exact year in 
which this letter was written. I think it must have been in the beginning of king Edward's reign, but I am 
not certain. [These remarks of Fenu are much too general. In cases of disputed right, as we have before 
remarked, it was and is not uncommon to have recourse to force as the quickest means of obtaining a legal 
decision. No doubt the influence of the rich and powerful was great either for good or evil, but the present 
letter, while it shows the good efliects of the Duke of Norfolk's interference, proves that neither party con- 
sidered themselves " obliged to submit" farther than their own interests prompted them. " A local civil com- 
motion" is wholly gratuitous. Landed as well as other property appears on the whole to have been 
sufficiently secure and consequently eifectually guarded. We snail have to speak of this subject more at 
length in the subsequent account of the siege of Caister.] 

To my right reverend and wor^shipful father, John Paston, be this delivered. 

After all humble and most due recom- i of your blessing; please it you to have 
mendation, as lowly as I can, I beseech you | knowledge that as on Sunday next before 
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Michaelmas day as my mother came from 
London ward, she came homeward by Cotton, 
and she sent for me to Hellesdon to come to 
her thither, and so I have been in the place 
ever since : and as soon as Michaelmas day 
was passed I began to distrain the tenants, 
and gathered some silver, as xbuch, I trow, 
as will pay for our costs, and yet I keep here 
right a good fellowship, and more were pro- 
mised me, which yet came not to me, whereby 
I was near deceived ; for when Debenham 
heard say how that I began to gather silver, 
he raised many men within one day and an 
half to the number of three hundred men, as 
I was credibly ascertained by a yeoman of 
the chamber of my lord s (of Norfolk) that 
oweth me good will, which yeoman, as soon 
as he had seen their fellowship, rode strait to 
my lord and informed him of it ; and also 
he informed my lord how that I had gathered 
another great fellowship, which fellowship he 
named more than we were by one hundred 
and an half, and yet more ; and he said unto 
my lord and my lady, and to their counsel, 
that without that my lord took a direction in 
the matter, that there were like to be done 
great harm on both our parts, which were a 
great disworship to my lord, considering how 
that he taketh us both for his men, and so we 
be known well enough; upon which infor 
mation, and disworship to my lord, that 
twain of his men should debate so near him, 
contrary to the king's peace, considered of 
my lord and my lady and their counsel, my 
lord sent for me and Sir Gilbert Debenham 
to come to him to Framlingham both ; and 
as it fortuned well, my mother came to me 
to Cotton not half an hour before that the 
messenger came to me from my lord, which 
was late upon Tuesday last past at night, and 
the next day on the morning I rode to my 
lord to Framlingham, and so did Sir Gilbert 
also ; and as soon as we were come we were 
sent for to come to my lord, and when we 
came to my lord, he desired of us both that 
we should neither gather no fellowship, but 
such men as we had gathered that we should 
send them home again, and that the court 
should be continued into the time that my 
lord, or such as he would assign, had spoken 
both with you, and Yelverton, and Jenney; 
and that one indifferent man, chosen by-xis 



both should be assigned to keep the place 
into the time that ye and they were spoken 
with. 

And then I answered my lord and said, 
how that at that time I had my master within 
the manor of Cotton, which was my mother, 
and into the time that I had spoken with her 
I could give none answer ; and so my lord 
sent Richard Fulmerston bearer hereof to 
my mother this day for an answer, which 
answer he should bring to my lord to London ; 
for my lord rode to London ward as yesterday, 
and the sooner because he trusted to have a 
good end of this matter and all others betwixt 
you, which he taketh for a great worship to 
him, and a great advantage both, and 
{if) he could bring this matter about, for 
then he would trust to have your service, 
all which were to him great treasure and 
advantage. 

And this was the answer that my mother 
and I gave him, that at the instance of my 
lord and my lady we would do thus much as for 
to put the court in continuance, and no more 
to receive of the profits of the manor than we 
had, and had distressed for, till into the time 
that she and I had word again from my lord 
and you ; if so were that tiiey would neither 
make entries nor distrain the tenants, nor 
keep no court, more than we would do, and 
we told Richard Fulmerston that this my 
mother and I did at the instance and great 
request of my lord, because my lord intended 
peace, which reasonable we would not be 
against, and yet we said we knew well that 
we should have no thank of you when ye 
knew of it, without it were because we did it 
at my lord's instance ; but before this answer 
we had received as much silver, full nigh, as 
Richard Calle sent us books of for to gadier 
it by ; and as for the possession of the place, 
we told him that we would keep it, and Sir 
Gilbert agreed, so that Yelverton and Jenney 
would do the same, for it was time for him to 
say so, for my lord told him that he would set 
him fast by the feet else, to be sure of him, 
that he should make none insurrections into 
the time that my lord came again from 
London. 

I ween, and so doth my mother both, that 
this appointment was made in good time, for 
I was deceived of better than an hundred 



IM 
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men and an half that I had promise •£ to have 
come to me when I sent for them, this promise 
had I before that I sent to you the last letter 
the day after St. MichaeL Jeaney heard say 
that I kept Cotton, and he rode to Nacton, 
and there held a court, and received the 
profits of the manor. 

I beseech you that I may have knowledge 
in haste from you how ye will that I be 
demeaned in this matter and in all others, 
and I shall apply me to fulfil your intent in 
them to my power by the grace of God, whom 
I beseech have you in guiding, and send you 
your hearths d^re. Written at Hemnale's 



Hail, in Cotton, the Thursday nest hetore 
St Faith. 

My mother vecemmendeth her to you, and 
prayefh you to hold her excused &at tike 
writetk not to you at this time, for ^e may 
have no leisure ; Ihe bearer hereof shall inform 
yo<u whedker lenaey will agree to this appoint- 
ment or not, I think he dare do none other- 
wise. Your son and lowly servant, 

John Paston. 

H«Biiule'8 Hall. Cettoa. SuiEo]k. 
ThiuBday. October. 
Early in the reign of Edward IV., but exact 
year wnoertain. 



LETTER CXCVI.— (XXI V. vol. iv.p. 89. 

From several of the letters contained in these volames it appears that proposals for a marriage often originated 
ftom the friends of the lady, not that she Ind any prepofisession in ntvoar of the gentleman, font because ker 
friends thought such a match might be pnper in vespeet to worldly matters. litis seems to have been the 
case here, and the graadmo&er oi the young lady wishes the friends of Sir John dey to be spaiken. to on 
tiiis subject, thinking that his son's livelihood would be a suflBcient one, and that a marriage might be con- 
cluded as times now go, (for that must be the meaning of tiie words " now in thys •wotlA,') on reasonable 
terms; tliis maniage however never took efSoet. 

To my right wor^fful huthand, John P€ttton, he this letter delivered in haste, 

this world than it should be hereafter, either 
thut 0D€^ or aome other good marrii^. 

Item, I mpeike with Master John Est^gaite 
for Pykering's matter after your intent of the 
matter of the letter that ye sent home, and be 
said to me he should write to you how he 
had done therein, and so he sent you a letter, 
the which was sent you by John Wodehouse'^ 
man with other letters* 

As iot answer (of) other matters, Daubeney 
t^leth me he wrote to you. I beseech 
Almighty God have you in his keeping. 
Written at Caister, the Sunday next after 
St. Martin. 

By your 

Margaret Paston. 
Caister, Sunday, November, 
between 1461 and 1465. 
1 and 5 E. IV. 



Right woishiplul huj^iMuod, I recommend me 
to you; please you to weet that I was at 
Norwich this week to purvey such things as 
needeth me againrt this winter; and I was 
at my mover's, and while I was there, there 
came in one Wrothe, a kinsman of Elizabeth 
Clere's, and he sey (saw) your daughter and 
praised her to my mother, and said that she 
was a goodly young woman ; and my mother 
prayed him for to get for her one good mainage 
if he knew any ; and he said he knew one 
should be of a 300 marks (200/.) by year, 
the which is Sir John Cley's son, that is 
chamberlayn with my Lady of York, ^ and he 
is of age of eighteen years old ; if ye think 
it be for to be spoken of, my mother thinks 
that it should be got for less money now in 



* Cecily, Dudiess of York, fwidow of Richard 
Hantagenet, Duke of York, and mother of Edward IV. 
She died in an advanced age, at her castle of Be«k- 
hflonstead, in May. 1495, and was buried near her 
husband, in the choir of the eollegiate church of 
Fotheringhay in Northamptonshire. 






» John Wodehouse, Esq., of Kimberley, son of the 
renowned John Wodehouse, Esq., who gained so 
much honour at ihe battle of Arincourt ; he died in 
1465, and lies buried in Kimberley chancel. 
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LETTER CXC VIL— (XX V. vol iv. p. 91.) 

The various matter contained in this letter makes it worthy the reader's notice ; the references to fhe receivers, 
accounts of Sir Jolkn Fastolf shorw die regularity with which all mon^ and other transactions were entered and 
kept. The eooKloding verses ftimish us with a specimen of Hhe familiar poetry of the time. 

To my counn^ Margaret Paston. 



Mine own dearsoinereign lady, I recommend 
me to you, and tfaank you of tiie great cheer 
that ye made me here to my great cost and 
charge and labour. No more At this time, 
but that I pray you ye will send me hither two 
ells of worsted^ for doublets, to happe me 
this cold winter and that ye inquire where 
William Paston bought bis tippet cf fine 
worsted, which is almost like silk, and if that 
be much finer than tiiat ye should buy me 
after seven or eight shillings, then buy me a 
quarter and the nail thereof finr collars, thot^h 
it be dearer than the other, for I would make 
my doublet all worsted for wor^ip of Norfolk, 
lather than like Qonner's doublet. 

Item, as for the matter of the nine sco^ 
pounds asked by my Lady of Bedford ' Ibr 
the manor of West Thurrock, wbereas Sir 
Thomas Howes saith that he hatb no writing 
thereof, but that Sir John Fastolf purchased 
the said manor, and paid certain money in 
earnest, and afterwards granted bis bargain 
to the Duke Bedford, and so the money that 
he took was for the money that he had paid ; 
peradventure Sir Thomas Howes hath writing 
thereof, and knoweth it not ; for if there be 
any such money paid upon any bargain he 
shall find it in Kyrtling's books, that was Sir 
John FastolTs receiver, and it was about such 
time as the Duke of Bedford was lait in Eng- 
land,/ which, as it is told me, was the eighth 
year of King Harry V. (1420), or the eighth 
year of King Harry VI. (1429) ; and the 
sum that he paid for the said bargain was 
300 marks (200/). Also, he shall find the 
twenty-second year of King Harry (VI.), or 



1 WorstedisasBaUmarketHtownuitibe 
part of the -emiaty of NgarfbUc, latmexXw lamotis f»r Ae 
wannfanture af Aoae atmffs which atfll hear its aaaae, 
«udof whicii. UftHm warahip^f Nodfeik, J. Paston 
derised his doublet might he made. 

> Jaquelina, daughter of Peter of Luxemhorgh, Earl 
of Saint Pol, was the second wife of John Planta- 
genet, Duke of Bedford ; she was married to him in 
1433, and after his decease in 1435, she became the 
wife of Sir Richard Wydvile, and died in 1472. 



tiwre about (1443), in the accounts of one of 
Fastolfs receivers at London, that there was 
taken of Sir Thomas Tyrell, and of the 
Duchess of Exeter," that was wife to Sir 
Lewis Johnes, farmer of the said manor, cer- 
tain money for repayment of part of the said 
300 marks. Also he shall find in years after 
that, or that year, or thereabouts, that Sir John 
Fastolf received money of my Lord Riv«n^ 
that now is, by the name of Ridutrd Wydvile, 
for his own debt due to Sir John Faatolf ; 
wbereiare, if Sir Thomas be true to his master, 
let him do his devoir to make that Worcester, 
which is uphdd by him with the dead's goods, 
be true to Ids master, or else it is time for Bke 
Thomas to forsake him, and helpto punish him, 
or men must say that Sir Thconas is not true ; 
and moreover let Sir Thomas famine what 
he can find in this matter that I sent ham 
word o^ which matter he shall find in the 
said receiver's books if he list to seek it. 

Item, on the day after your departing I re- 
ceived letters by William Reos from your 
sons to me, and to you, and to Richaid 
Calle, &c. 

Item, I shall tell you a tale, 

Pampyng and I have picked your male' 

And taken out pieces^ five. 

For upon trust of Calle's promise we may 
soon imthrive, 

And if Calle bring us hither twenty pound. 

Ye shall have your pieces again, good and 
round; 

3 This was most probably Maisaret, daughter and 
heir of Sir Thomas Nevile, and widow of Thomas 
Beaufort, Duke of Exeter. 

4 SirRUshanl Wydvile. hi 1448, wu craatad Baon 
Rivers of Grafton ki Northampto M hiie, and efteefted a 
Kjught of the Garter. His daughter Eliabeth «fter- 
wudsbeeaiBe the queen of Edaraid IV^ who then aA- 
vaneed her ffcliier to Ibedignitv of Earl Rivera. He 
was seized by the Lancaaler mutineers, andfceheadBd 
at Banbury in 1469. 

fi Male, or mail, is a4raak or portmaaieau. It is 
to be observed, that in the original letter the verses do 
not finish the line, but are written as prose. 

* Pieces of money. 
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Or else if he will not pay you the value of 

the pieces, there 
To the post do nail his ear, 
Or else do him some other wrongs, 
For I will no more in his default borrow ; 
And but if (unless) the receiving of my 

livelihood be better plied, 
He shall Christ's hour and mine clean 

tried; * 
And look ye be merry and take no thought. 
For this rhyme is cunningly wrought. 



My Lord Percy * and all this house 
Recommend them to you, dog, cat, and 

mouse, 
And wish ye had been here stiU, 
For they say ye are a good gill. ' 
No more to you at this time, 
But God him save that made this rhyme. 
Written the of Saint Mathe, 

By your true and trusty husband, 

J. P. 

February, between 1461 and 1465. 
1 and 5 £. IV. 



LETTER CXC VIIL— (XXVI. vol. iv. p. 97.) 

John Beauchamp, Lord Beatichamp of Powick, in Worcestenhire, was so created in 1447. In 1450 he was ap- 

Saintei Lord Treasurer, and became a Knight of the Garter. He died in 1475, 15 £. IV., and was buried in the 
hvach. of the Dominican fYiars at Worcester. 

7b mine weU4>elovedf friend Sir TTtomas Howes, Parson of Blofield, 



Well-beloved friend I greet you well, and 
forasmuch as I understand tliat William 
Worcester, late the servant unto Sir John Fas- 
tolf, knight, whose soul God assoil ! is not had 
ill favour nor trust with my right well-beloved 
friend John Paston, neither with you, as he 
saith, namely in such matters and causes as 
concerneth Ibe will and testament of the said 
Sir John Fastolf *, and as I am informed the 
said William purposeth him to go into his 
country, for the which cause he hath desired 
me to write unto you that ye would be a 
special good friend unto him for his said 

Greenwich, 
28th of August, 
between 1461 and 1466. 
Iand6£. IV. 



master's sake, to have all such things as 
reason and conscience requireth, and that ye 
would be (a) mean unto Paston for him in 
this matter, to show him the more favour 
at this time for this my writing in doing of 
any trouble to him, trusting that he will de- 
mean him in such wise that he shall have no 
cause unto him but to be his good master as 
he saith, and if there be anything that I can 
do for you, I will be right glad to do it, and 
that knoweth Almighty God, which have you 
in his keeping. Written at Greenwich, the 
28th day of August. J. Beauchamp. 




1 I do not understand this line. [In the transcript 
it stands— "He shall Grists ours and mine clene 
tryed." May there not be an error in the transcrip- 
tion ? " He shall Christ's cur; and mine clean hide " 
would give an apposite meaning, and the variations 
only be such as mieht easily occur in copying.] 

'^ This must be Henry Lord Percy, son and heir of 
Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland, who was 



kiUedat the battle ofTowton.in 1461, by EUenor, 
grand-dauffhter and heir of Eobert Lord Poynings. 
His father having been attainted, he continued to be 
called Lord Percy ; but in 1472 was fhlly restored both 
in blood and title, tiie attainder of his father being made 
void. He was murdered by a tumultuous mob in 
Yorkshire, in 1488. 
' An agreeable comiMinion. 
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LETTER CXCIX.— (XXVII. vol. iv. p. 101.) 

Sir George Browne, knight, of Beechworth Castle in Surrey, was the second husband of Elizabeth, the sister of 
J. Faston, and widow of Robert Poynyngs ; this short letter was therefore most probably written by him to 
J. Paston in the beginning of Edward iVth's reign; it recommoids in a friendly manner to ham loyalty to 
the prince upon the throne, and seems to hint at some actions of J. Paston's done contrary thereto, which had 
come to Sir George's knowledge, and which he would not disclose. [It is a curious specimen of letter-writing, 
and has no doubt a concealed meaning ; whether Fenn has explained the meaning must remain a matter of 
opinion.] 

To my trusty and well-beloved cousin, John Paston, Esq. in haste. 
LoYAWLTE, Ay me. (^Love, Loyalty.') 



It shall never come out for me. 



By your own 



Written most proba- 
My between 1461 
and 1466. 1 and 6 
E.IV. 



^ 



G. Browne. 



0^ 



% o'\t? ri mcy^rvt y 



C i^ O^twnt 




LETTER CC— (XXVIII. vol. iv. p. 101 .) 

We have here a letter written by John Paston to his father, from Lynn in Norfulk, at a time when, by the 
king's command, he was to convey soldiers from thence to Yarmouth on ship-boaid, I suppose for foreign 
serme. It appears from hence, likewise, that the soldiers wore Uie livery of tnose who retained them. 

To my right wonhipful father, John Paston, 



Please you to weet that I am at Lynn, and 
understand by divers persons, as I am in* 
formed, that the master of Carbrooke ^ would 
take a rule in the Mary Talbot as for cap- 
tain, and to give jackets of his livery to divers 
persons which he waged by other men, and 
not by him, being in the said ship ; where- 
fore inasmuch as I have but few soldiers in 
mine livery here, to strengthen me in that 
which is the king's commandment, I keep 
with me your two men Dawbeuey and Calle, 
which I purpose shall sail with me to Yar- 



1 The master of Carbrooke, I believe, means the 
master of the commandry of Carbrooke in Norfolk, 
formerly a society of Knights Templars, and the onlv 
one in the county, who were bound to go on pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem, either as religious devotees 
or as soldiers to fight against the infidels. 



mouth, for I have purveyed harness for them, 
and ye shall well understand by the grace of 
God that the said master of Carbrooke shall 
have none rule in the ships, as I * had pur- 
posed he should have had, because of his 
business ; ° and for this is one of the special 
causes I keep your said men with nve, be- 
seeching you ye take it to none displeasure 
with me, notwithstanding their herden ^ at 
Wygenhall shall be done this day, by the 
grace of God, who have you in his keeping. 

^ It api)ears that in this case the master was sub* 
ordinate to J. Paston, and under his command. 
3 [Because of his making himself so busy.] 
^ I do not understand the meaning of Uie word 
herden. [Is it not herding, or assembling? Mean- 
ing that notwithstanding their assembling at Wygen- 
hsdl was required for some purpose, yet in a case of 
sudi need he had ventured to retain uiem.] 
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Written at Lynn, the morrow after my de- 
parting from you. 



Written betwwn IMl and 1466. 
laBd6E.IV. 



Item, as for such tidings as be here Th. 
shall inform you. John Paston. 



(y^^dM^^ 



LETTER CCI.— (XXIX. vol. iv. p. 105.) 

As tMi letter has no subscription, the ^-riter cannot be ascertained, though it appears to be written by one who- 
had some concern at the county court, where election or other country disputes seemed ^to be expected to 
come on. He was probably a retainer of some great man or lady whose .intexest he was to support. The 
being obliged to send as far as Cambridge for a physician must have been both troublesome and expensive. 
[It appears to us rather that he was sued for debt. He feared arrest if found in the town, and expected a 
ditfkress on his property. Without the assistance he prays for, he '^ must sell or let to farm all that he has."] 

To my right wG^Akff id MiOreat Paston. 



I RECOMMEND me to your good mistress-ship, 
beseeching you in the way of charity, and as 
I may be your beadsman and servant, that ye 
will let me have weeting how I may be ruled 
against the next shire ; it is said tiiere shall 
be much more people than were the last; 
and also if I be in my lady's place, or in any 
other in the town. I shall be taken out. 
Also, mistress, that my master Rad cliff shall 
take all my cattell {chatties) and all other 
poor good tiiat I have, and so but (unless) I 
may have help of my master and of you I 
am but lost. Also my servant Maryot will 
go from my wife to my right great hurt, 



wherefore, mistress, I beseech your help in all 
these, and I s^all content the costs as ye shall 
be pleased, by the grace of God, who ever 
preserve you, &c. 

Also, mistress, I cannot be without your 
continual help, but I must sell or let to farm 
all that I have. 

Mistress my lady sent to Cambridge for a 
doctor of physic, if ye will anything with him 
he shall abide this day and to-;norrow, he is 
right a cunning {jikUJiil) man and a gentle. 

Written 
between 1461 and 1466. 
1 and 6 E. IV. 



LETTER CCIL— (XXX. vol. iv. p. 107.) 

As it is always best to liave the chaxacteis of tlie writers of ttiese letters ficom their contemporaries, I hfeive 
given this letter as furnishing us with that of Hugh Fenn. The mention of pewter vessels shows us what 
was then fei^ionable ; and the aunt here mentioned I believe was a Bemey. This letter appears to have 
been written after the decease of Sir John Fastolf, and in the beginning of the reign of Edward I v. 

To my right wor^pfiil husband, John Paston. 



Right worshipful husband I recommend me 
to you, please it you to weet that mine aunt 
is deceased, whose soul God assoil ! and if it 
please you to send word how ye will that we 
do for the livelihood that she had at Walcot, 
whither y^* will that anybody take possession 
there in your name or not ; and if it like you 
to have wi& you my cousin William her son, 
I trow ye shouhl find him a necessary man to 
take heed to your household, and to buy all 



manner of stuff needful thereto, and to see to 
the rule and good guiding thereof, it hath 
been told me before that he can good skill of 
such things, and if ye will that I send for him, 
and speak with him thereof, I shall do as ye 
send me word, for in &iith it is time to crone^ 



1 [Croon ift a Scotdi wind for to hum or talk over, 
and crone appeaxs to be used here in a somewhat si- 
miUur senspj 
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your old officers for divers things, whereof I 
have known part by Dawbeney, and more I 
I shall tell yoa when ye come Inhbc. 

Also it is thought by my cousin Elizabeth 
Clere, and the vicar, and others that be 3rour 
friends, that it is right necessary for you to 
have riew (^Hugh) of Fenn to be your friend in 
your matters, for he is called right faithful 
and trusty to his friends that trust him ; 
and, as it is reported here, he may do much 
with the king and the lords ; and it is said 
that he may do much with them that be 
your adversaries, and therefore for (lod's 
sake, if ye may have his good will, forsake it 
not ; also it is thought the more learned men | 



ye have of your own country of your counsel, 
the more worshipful it is to you. 

Also, if ye be at home this Christmas, it 
w^e well done ye should do purvey a garnish 
or twain of pewter vessel, two basins and two 
ewers, and twelve candlesticks, for ye have 
too few of any of these toserve this place : I am 
afraid to purvey much stuff in this place till 
we be surer thereof. The blessed Trinity have 
you in his blessed keeping. Written the 
Thursday next after St. Andrew. 

By your Margaret Paston. 

Thursday, December, 
between 1461 and 1466. 
laxid6E.IV 



LETTER CCIII.— (XXXI. vol. iv. p. 1 09.) 

We have here a curious instance of a person illegally recovering an estate by making a great man a party in 
the proceolings, for such manifestly appears to have been die case here, where Rous takes possession of the 
manor of East Lexham, and then makes a feoffment of it to the Earl of Warwick, thinking that no one 
would daxe to dispute his title when sanctioned by this nobleman. [We do not see ihe manifest illesality 
here, though there may be some hardship. R(nu claims in virtue of an entail, and if this really existed, the 
case is only like- many of modern times wherein a purdiasev gotten ftom having aooepted a bad title. The 
recovery " ^e3mii the aunaetrys of Bows " may have easily oceurred, eitiisrthiougfa collusion, or by the right 
of entail nothaving tiiea accrued to the plaintiff.^ 

To my right worshipful Sir and my right good nephew, John Paston, Esq. be this letter delivered, Sfc, 



Right worshipful Sir and my right good 
nephew, I recommend me unto you witib all 
mine heart; please it you to imderstand the 
great necessity of my writing to you is this, 
that there was made au exchange by the 
grandsixe of my husband Mimdeford^ on 
whose soul God have mercy ! of the manor 
of Gressenhall with the ancestors of Rous 
for the manor of East Lexham, the which is 
part of my jointure, and my grandfather 
Mundeford recovered the said manor of East 
Lexham by assize^ against the ancestors of 
Rous, and so made it clear ; and now have 
Edmund Rous ^ claimed the said manor of 
East Lexham by the virtue of a tail {an entail) 
and hath taken possession, and made a feoff- 
naent to my Lord of Warwick, ^ and Walter 

1 Assize is a writ directed to the sheriff of the 
county fat recovery of tlie possession of things im- 
moveable, whereof yourself or ancestors have been 
dispo«0es8ed. 

^ iMmi^p^ Bons was second son of Henry Rous, 
Esq. of DennuigtoB, in Suffolk, the ancestor of tlie 
present fknily, which had the title of Baronet con- 
ferred apoa ibe head of it in 1660. 

3 Bicbaid Nevile, Earl of Warwick. 



Gorge,* and to Curde ;* and on Friday before 
St Valentine 8 day Walter Gorge and Curde 
entered and took possession for my said Lwd 
of Warwick, and so both the f(»>Maid manors 
were imtailed ; and at the same time of the 
exchange made, the tails and evidence of 
both {the) foresaid manors were delivered 
unto Ihe parties indiffer^iAy by the advice 
of men learned ; wherefore I beseech yoa that 
it please you to take the great labour upon you 
to inform my l<»rd's good lordship of the tnidi 
in the form above written, and that it please 
you to understand whether that my lord will 
abide by the feofihient made to him or not, 
and that it dtiall please my lord that I may 
have right, as law require it; for I trust to 
God by such time as my kurd shall be in- 

* Walter Gorges, Esq. married Mary, tiie daughter 
and heir of Sir William Oldhall. and was at this time 
lord of the manor of Oldhall in Great Fransham; 
he died in 1466. His son and heir. Sir Edmund 
Grorgea, afterwards married a daughter of Sir John 
Howard, knight, the first Duke of Norfolk of that 
femily. 

^ John Curde was lord of the manor of Guide's 
Hall in Fransham. 
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formed of the truth by you, that his lordship 
will not support the foresaid Rous against my 
right ; and if I had very understanding that 
my lord would take no part in the matter 
abovesaid, I would trust to God^s mercy, and 
to you, and other of my good friends to have 
possession again in right hasty time, beseech- 



ing you to pardon me of my simple writing, for 
(/) had no leisure. Right worshipful and my 
right good nephew I beseech the blessed Trinity 
have you in his gracious keeping. Written 
at Norwich in great haste the Tuesday next 
after St Valentine^s day. 

Your own Elizabeth Mundeford.^ 



Norwich, Tuesday, February, 

between 1461 and 1466. 

1 and 6 E. IV. 



^4l<3 



^ 



i^ 




LETTER CCIV.— (XXXII. vol. iv. p. 1 13.) 

This letter contains a curious circumstance, it shows us a x>erson petitioning for a place, nnd promising, if he 
should be suocessftil, he would make tlie son of the person through whose interest he obtained it an annual 

{tresent of five marks. May we not compare tliis transaction with those of modem times? John Tiptoft, 
^arl of Worcester, was appointed Lord Treasurer in 1462, which office he had also before held in the late 
king's reign. On the re-accession of Henry V I . he was taken prisoner, unj ustly accused of cruelty, convicted, 
and in October 1470 beheaded. 

To the right reverend and worshipful Sir, my right honourable master, John Past<m» 



Right worshipful Sir, and my right honour- 
able master, I recommend me to you in my 
most humble wise, and please it your good 
mastership to weet, that it is said here that 
my Lord Worcester is like to be treasurer, 
with whom I trust ye stand right well in 
conceit, with which God continue ; wherefore 
I beseech your mastership that if my said 
lord have the said office, that it like you to 
desire the nomination of one of the offices, 
either of the Controuller or Searchership of 
Yarmouth, for a servant of yours; and I 
should so guide me in the office as I trust 
should be most profit to my said lord ; and 
if your mastership liked to get grant thereof, 
that then it please you to licence one of your 
servants to take out the patent of the said 
office, and if it cost five, or six, or eight 
marks (3/. 6». Sd., or 4L,or 5/. 6«.8</.) I shall 
truly content it again ; and yearly as long as 
I might have the offices, or any of them, I 
shall give my master your son five marks 
(3/. 68, Sd,) toward an hackney (a road 
horse). 



It should be to me right a good mean to 
stand as well in the trust as in the conceit 
amongst merchants, with whom, and with all 
men, I call myself a servant of yours, and so 
will do if it please you, which boldeth (em- 
holdens) me the more to call upon your wor- 
shipful mastership in this matter, wherein I 
beseech you to forgive me my boldness in this 
behalf. And if I knew that my lord should 
have the office in certain, then I would wait 
upon your good mastership there to obtain fhe 
patent, if it pleased your good mastership to 
get me the grant, &c. 

No more unto you my right honourable 
master at this time, but Jesu I beseech send 
you a good conclusion in all your matters, 
and grant you ever your hearths desire. 

Your continual servant and beadsman, 

John Russe. 

1462. 2 E. IV. 

1 Elizabeth Mundeford was the widow of Osbert 
Mnndeford, Esq., of Hockwold, in Norfolk, and was 
daughter of John Berney, Esq., by which means she 
was aunt to J. Fasten. 
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LETTER CCV.— 



To my wordupful master, John Paston 

Right reverend and worshipful Sir, I 
heartily recommend me unto your reverence, 
tiianking you for the great cheer and com- 
fortable words that ye gave imto me what 
time that I was last in your presence; 
desiring full specially of Almighty God, out 
of all your worldly tribulations and adversity 
gracious deliverance, and in all virtuous 
prosperity good increase and continuance. 
If it like your mastership to know the cause 
of this writing, it is this ; it is not unknown ^ 
unto you that Master Brakle, Christ rest his 
soul! delivered to William Paston your 
brother, certain obligations, of the which the 
duty should grow to my convent in Norwich. 
I have spoke to William Paston hereof, 
and he excuseth him, and saith on this wise ; 
that by the will of Master Brakle, what time 
that Sir Thomas Todenham, knight, should 
be put unto his death, he delivered them unto 
his confessor ; the which, as he saith, should be 
a Grey friar, whose name he knoweth not. 
Also, he saith, that after the death of the 
foresaid knight he spake with the friar, con- 
fessor luito tibe knight, and asked him after 
the foresaid obligations, and, as he saith, the 



(XII. vol. i. p. 257.) 

the oldest, be this letter delivered in haste, 

friar said imto him that he had delivered them 
imto (the) knight marshall. 

Wherefore I beseech you, as specially as I 
may, that now while your brother is at 
London, that ye of your grace will know the 
truth in this matter, for the comfort of the 
dead and profit of my convent. 

No more at this time, but that I beseech 
Almighty God in Trinity conserve yours, 
and keep you in all virtuous prosperity. 
Amen. 

Written at Heylesdon in great haste, the 
12th day of May, in your ihanor after meat. 

The cause why the master delivered them 
to him more than to you, was, as he said unto 
me, forasmuch as ye had so many matters 
in hand for yourself, and also for the dead, 
that he durst not attempt you with all ; and 
also because he had less for to do, his hope 
was that he should a sped (have done) it more 
readily. 

Friar William Thorp dwells at Salisbury*. 
By your poor orator and beadsman. 

Friar John Mowth* 

Heylesdon, 12th of May, 1462. 
2 E. IV. 



LETTER CCVI.— (XIII. vol. i. p. 261.) 

The first part of this letter relates to the disputes concerning Sir John Fastolf 's estates, and shows that proceed- 
ings concerning property were often carried on in a clandestine manner. [Then as now each party taking. 
all legal advantages of each other.] 

To my right honourable and vwrshipful master, my Master Paston, 



Please it your worshipful mastership to weet, 
that it is informed me this day secretly, that 
there is directed out a commission to Master 
Yelverton* and master Jenney* which shall 
to-morrow sit by virtue of the same at Saint 
Olave^B,^ and the substance of gentlemen and 
yeomen of Lothingland be assigned to be 
afore the said commissioners ; and it is sup- 
posed it is for my master's lands, for as the 

1 [Fenn by mistake prints this ftnotrn.] 

2 I suppose these were William Yelverton. a judge 
of the King's Bench, and William Jenney, a aerjeant- 

» Stl Olave's, a village in the hundred of Lothing, 
In Suffolk. 
VOL. I.' 



said person informed me, the said com* 
missioners have been at Cotton, and there 
entered and holden a court ; I cannot inform 
your mastership that it is thus in certain, but 
thus it was told me, and desired me to keep 
it secret ; but because I conceive it is against 
your mastership, it is my part to give you 
relation thereof. 

I send you a letter which cometh from 
Worcester* to my master your brother, I 
would ye understood the intent of it, for as 
for Worcester I khow well he is not good. 

* William Worcester, the secretary and servant of 
Sir John Fastolf, and one of his executors. 

M 
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Some men are busy to make war, for by 
the absenting of my master, the parson cometh 
not of his own motion, but I would your 
mastership knew by whom it is moved. I 
heard you never call him false priest, by my 
truth, nor other language that is rehearsed 
to or by) him, but God send a good accord, 
or of variance cometh great hurt often time ; 
and I beseech Jesu send your mastership your 
heart's desire, and amend them that would 
the contrary. 

Sir, yester even a man came from London, 
and he saith, the king came to London on 



i 



Saturday, and there did make a proclamation 
that all men that were between sixty and 
sixteen should be ready to wait upon him 
whensoever they were called; *and it is said, 
that my Lord Warwick had sent to the king, 
and informed his highness that the Lord 
Somerset' had written to him to come to 
grace, but of the fleet of ships* there is no 
tidings in certain at London on Monday last 
past. 

Your beadsman and servant, 

John Russe. 
1462. 2E. IV. 



LETTER CCVII.— (XIV. vol. i. p. 263.) 

This appears to contain the report of the day relative to the transactions of the fleet which was sent out towards 
Britanny in 1462, but which seems to have had no foundation, at least no material one, as our historians 
make no mention of such an engagement, nor does the writer himself give much credit to the report. It 
however authenticates the truth of a fleet having heoi sent out at that time. 

To my right honourable and VDorshipful master, my master, John Paston, 



Please your worshipful mastership to weet, 
there is a ship of Hythe, which saith that 
John Cole came from the west coast on 
Wednesday last past ; and he saith that the 
fleet of ships of tiiis land met with sixty sail 
of Spaniards, Bretons, and Frenchmen, and 
there took of them fifty, whereof twelve ships 
were as great as the Grace de Dieu ; and 
there is slain on this part the Lords Clinton 
and Dacre,* and many gentlemen,* juve and 
others, the number of four thousand, and the 
said Spaniards were purposed with mer- 
chandize into Flanders ; my Lord of Warwick's 
ship, the Mary Grace, and the Trinity, had 
the greatest hurt, for they were foremost. 
God send grace this be true. On Thursday 
last past at London was no tidings in certain 
where the fleet was, nor what they had done, 
and therefore I fear the tidings the more. 

1 A similar proclamation is said to have been issued 
in 1464. 

» This letter must have lieen written in 1462, as 
in that year the Duke of Somerset was generously 
pardoned ; but revolting, was taken at the battle of 
Hexham, and beheaded. 

3 This fleet was most probably that which our 
historians mention as being sent this year to Britanny 
and the Isle of Uhee, but of which the foreign his- 
torians say nothing. 

* John* Lord Clinton, revolted ft-ora Henry VI. 
about 1459, and joined the Duke of York's party, 
on which account his lands were confiscated and 



Item, Sir, as for tidings at London, there 
were arrested by the treasurer forty sail lying 
in Thames, whereof many small ships ; and 
it is said it is to carry men to Calais in all 
haste, for fear of the king of France for a 
siege ; and it was told me secretly there were 
two himdred in Calais sworn contrary to the 
king's weal, and for default of their wages ; 
and that Queen Margaret was ready at 
Boulogne with much silver to pay the soldiers 
in case they would give her entrance ; many 
men be greatly afraid of this matter, and so 
the treasiurer hath much to do for this 
cause. 

Item, Sir, as for tidings out of Ireland, there 
were many men at London at the fair of the 
countries next them of Ireland, and they say, 
this three weeks came there neither ship nor 
boat out of Ireland to bring no tidings ,- and 

himself attainted, but, on the accession of Edward IV., 
he was restored to his estates and honours, and soon 
after joined in commission with the Earl of Kent, 
Sir John Howard, &c., for the safe keeping of tlic 
seas, when, landing in Britanny with 10,000 men, they 
won Coquet with Uie Isle of Rhee. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Fynes, Lord Dacn^ 
and died in 1464, aged about fifty-four years; the 
report therefore of his death here mentioned was 
certainly premature, as was that likewise of Lord 
Dacre. 

^ This word is doubtfhl in the original. [It may 
be intended for j uvenile.] 
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so it seemeth there is much to do there by 
the Eaxl of Pembroke ;^ and it is said, tliat 
the king should be at London as on Saturday 
or Sunday last past, and men deem that he 
would to Calais himself ; for the soldiers are 
80 wild there, that they will not let in any 
man but the king or my Lord Warwick; 
other tiding there were come to London, but 
they were not published; but John Welles 



shall abide a day the longer to know what 
they are. No more unto you my right 
honourable master at this time, but Jesu send 
you your hearths desire, and amend them that 
would the contrary. 

Your beadsman and continual servant, 

John Russe. 

1462. 2 £. IV. 



LETTER CCVIIL— (XXXIIL vol. iv. p. 117.) 

This letter was most probably written early in the reign of Edward IV., but in what year I cannot easily 
determine. The pardon of J. Paston here mentioned must have reference to the late change of the sovem- 
ment, and the restlessness of the Scotch and Welsh alludes to the time when Queen Mai^aiet was soliciting 
their assistance, I believe. The reflections here tlirowu upon the courage of Jx)rd Scales are new, and I 
should think not well founded, as his character has ever been lianded down to us as that of a nobleman 
highly distinguished for deeds of arms, not only against the enemies of his country, but in the gallant feats 
of chivalry ; yet we have the authority of the king for the insinuation here thrown out by J. F^ton. There 
was, however, at this time some disagreement between these spirited young men, which soon subsided ; and 
my Lord Scsedes s^Eterwards became his warm friend and advocate. We must, therefore, make some adlow- 
ance for the asperity of the expressions here recorded, and consider them as the hasty words of a young man 
uttered in a moment of anger. Anthony Widville was summoned to parliament as Lord Scales in 1461, 
and by the death of his father in 1469 became Earl Rivers ; this letter, therefore, must have been written 
between those years, if my former supposition should be wrong. 

To Mistress Margaret Paston, 



Most worshipful and my most special good 
mother, as humbly as I can I recommend me 
unto you, beseeching you of your blessing ; 
please it you to understand that this day I 
spake with Batchelor Water, which let me 
have understanding of your welfare, whereof 
I thank God with all my heart ; also he let 
me have knowledge that the Lord Scales had 
granted you to be my good lord, whereof I 
am nothing proud, for he may do least with 
the great master ; but he would depart over 
the sea as hastily as he may, and because he 
weeneth that I would go with him, as I had 
promised him ever, and he had kept forth his 
journey at that time, this is the cause that he 
will be my good lord and help to get my 
pardon; the king is not best pleased with 
him for that he desireth to depart, insomuch 
that the king hath said of him that whenso- 
ever he hath most to do, then the Lord Scales 
will surest ask leave to depart, and weeneth 
that it is most because of cowardice. 

As for pardon, I can never get, without I 
should pay too much money for it, and I am 
not so purveyed. 

1 Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, was in Ireland, 
endeavouring to procure assistance for the deposed 
King Henry, his half-brother. 



As for Harry Hallman my brother will ask 
him no silver till ye be paid, therefore ye may 
send to him and have it. 

Item, I am sorry that ye have fadyrd 
(fathered) my horse that was at Caister to be 
my brother Edmund's, for I had lever {rather) 
that they had him still than aught else; 
wherefore, though they proflfer him you, from 
henceforth let not my brother Edmund take 
him, but let him say, whether they will let 
him have him or not, that I have promised 
my brother Edmund a better horse for him, 
so that he will not claim the same for his. 

As for tidings, here be none but that the 
Scots and Welsh men be busy, what they 
mean I cannot say, my cousin John Loveday 
can tell you and there be any other flying 
tales, for he hath walked in London and so 
do not I ; when I may I will come home 
with God's grace, whom I beseech to send 
you your heart's desire. Written the 5th 
day of July. 

By your humblest son and servant, 

John Paston. 
5 July, 
between 1461 and 1469. 
1 and 9 £. IV. 

il2 
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LETTER CCEL— (XXXIV. ToL IT. p. 121.) 



b» aato of thif letter canaot be exaeaT aaeertaiaed; it mut have been written after flie praeediiv one. as 
J. Base ■!!■■ nov to be in ofiee at VamMmdi. He ipeaka freely of Chapman, and m$ fteely tells J. 
of die oD4Baoa ^oiee againt him. I have gircn tins letter fiv the strictniei it eootaUu on tiie 
of J. Frnkm. and to show the anxiety of the writer of it for the good of his mmler. MaslerFenn, 
appears to hare been a lawver of eminenee. and was a perwrn in great confldence with 

severuoff* 



J. Vaatoa, tx^ as may be ooUeded fkom 



the letters in tins collection. [The 



ofOiapaun 




in^nioasly strives to make Pkston's sappmt of himself the more earnest, by endeavooring to irritate i»im 
a^iinst Chapman by repeating hit gossipmg scandal.] 

To the right worthipful my right honourable matter, John PaMton. 



Right worshipful Sir and my right honour- 
able master, I recommend me to you in my 
most humble wise ; and please your mastership 
to weet, that here is one Thomas Chapman, 
an evil-disposed man alway against you, as 
I have informed your mastership many times, 
and now he hath laboured to my Lord 
Treasurer to supplant me, and brought down 
writing from the king and my Lord Treasurer ; 
but, ere his writing came, Wydeville found 
tlie means, by the supportation of Master 
Fenn, tliat we had a discliarge for him out of 
the Cliancery ; wherefore the said Chapman 
proposeth to be at London in all haste, and to 
advertise tlie king and my Lord Treasurer 
against me, to the greatest hurt he can 
imagine: wherefore I beseech your master- 
ship, considering his evil di8])osition to you, 
and also the rather at my jraor instance, that 
yc like that my Lord Treasurer might under- 
stand that the said Chapman is of no reputa- 
tion, but evil disposed to bribery of strangers, 
and by colour of his office of supervisor of the 
search shall greatly hurt the port ; the said 
Chapman's supporters is Blakeney, clerk of 
the signet, and Avery Cornburgh, yeoman of 
tlie king's chamber; he hath here of Avery's 
twenty-four tuns wine, whereof at the long 
way lie sliall make the said Avery a lewd 
{bad) reckoning; the said Chapman loveth 
not you, nor no man to you ward, &c. 

Sir, 1 J)! ay God bring you once to reign 
among your countrymen in love, and to be 
dreaded; the longer ye continue there the 



more hurt groweth to you; men say ye will 
neither follow the advice of your own kindred, 
nor of your counsel, but continue^ your own 
wilfulnc»B, which, but grace be, shall be your 
destruction. 

It is my part to inform your mastership as 
the common voice is : God better it, and grant 
you once heart's ease ; for it is half a death 
to me to hear the general voice of the people, 
which daily increaseth, &c. 

Sir, I beseech your mastership to remember 
my mistress for the little silver, which, for 
certain things delivered to your use, is due 
to me : I have need of it now ; I have bought 
salt and other things, which hath brought me 
out of much silver : I would trust and ((/*) I 
needed to borrow twenty pounds, your master- 
ship would ease me for a time, but this tiiat 
I desire is mine own duty. And Jesu grant 
you ever your heart s desire to your worship 
and profit, and preserve you my right honour- 
able master from all adversity. 

Written at Yarmouth, the 15th day o. 
July. Here is a carvel of Caen, in Normandy,, 
and he taketh Dutchmen, and ransometi^ 
them grievously. 

Your servant and beadsman, 

John Russe. 

Yarmouth, 15th July, 
14C2,or 14(i3. 
2 or 3 E. IV. 



' [Ff nn prints " but onlif your owti wilfulness, anti 
which/* i;:c. Tlie orijjiual is as in tlie text. 
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LETTER CCX.— (XXXV. vol. iv. p. 125.) 

This lettei is given as mentioning the death of one of the writers of letters in this collection, and as containing 
an historicid fact relative to an embassy into Scotland, consisting of Richard Nevile. Karl of Warwick, 
Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex, John Lord Wenlock, Laurence Booth, Bishop of Durham, &c. For the 
time of Christopher's death see Letter ccxii. p. 166. 

To my right good master, John Paston the oldest, being at Heyksdon, beside Norwich, in haste. 



Please your mastership weet, that Chris- 
topher Hajison is dead and buried, and as for 
«xecutor or testament he made none. 

As for tidings the Earls of Warwick, of 
Essex, Lord Wenlock, Bishop of Durham, 
and other, go into Scotland of inbassat (in 
embassy). 

And as for the siege of Calais we hear no 
more thereof, blessed be God, who have you 
in his keeping. 

Item, as for Christopher's papers that 



longeth to your tenants, I have gotten {then) 
of William Worcester, and as for all the 
remanent of Christopher's goods William 
Worcester hath the rule as him seemeth most 



convenient. 



After July, 1462. 
2 E. IV. 



Your 
Thomas Playters. 






(j ' 



LETTER CCXI.— (XV. vol. i. p. 267.) 

John Paston appears, according to the commendahle custom of those times, to have been brought up in tho 
femily of John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, and at this time, when he was scarcely twenty years of age, 
to have been an attendant upon him at his castle of Holt, in Denbighshire. 

To my right reverend and worshipful father, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right reverend and worshipful father, I 
recommend me imto you, beseeching you 
lowly of your blessing. Please it you to 
have knowledge that my lord is purposed to 
send for my lady,^ and is like to keep his 
Christmas here in Wales ; for the king hath 
desired him to do the same, wherefore I 
beseech you that {you) would vouchsafe to 
send me some money by the bearer hereof; 
for in good faith, as it is not unknown to 
you, that I had but two nobles* in my purse, 
which that Richard Calle took (delivered) 
me by your commandment when I departed 
from you out of Norwich. 

The bearer hereof should buy me a gown 
with part of the money, if it please you 
to deliver him as much money as he may 
buy it with ; for I have but one gown at 
Framlingham, and another here, and that is 
my livery gown,^ and we must wear them 

1 Elizabeth Duchess of Norfolk, was daughter 
of John Talbot, the first Earl of Shrewsbury. 
'^ A noble is 6<. 8d. 
' We leara from hence that the young gentlemen 



every day for the more part, and one gown 
without change will soon be done. 

As for tidings, my Lord of Warwick yed 
(toent) forwards into Scotland, as on Saturday 
last past with twenty thousand men, and Sir 
William Tunstall is taken with the garrison 
of Bamborough* and is like to be headed, 
and by the means of Sir Richard Tunstall* 
his own brother. 

As soon as I hear any more tidings, 1 shall 

send them you by the grace of God, who 

have you in his keeping. Written in haste 

at the castle of the Holt, upon Hallowmass 

day. ♦ 

Your son and lowly servant, 

J. Paston, y««. 

Holt, Ist of November, 1462. 
2 E. IV. 

attending upon the great men were generally obliged 
to appear dressed in their livery gowns. 

* Bamborough Castle, in Northumberland, was 
taken by Queen Margaret, and garrisoned with Scots. 

6 Sir William Tunstall was taken in the garrison 
on King Edward's part, whilst his brother. Sir 
Richard, was in the army of Queen Margaret. 
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LETTER CCXIL— (XVI. vol. i. p. 271.) 

The facts mentioned in this letter are carious, as well those relative to the queen and lords, as those eon- 
ceming Earl Douglas ; and must have happened in 1462, or in the beginning of 1463. 

To my master, John Paaton, at Heyletdon. 



Item, please you weet of other tidings ; these 
lords in your other letter, with Lord Hastings 
and others, (have) been to Carlisle to receiye 
in the Queen of Scots.* And upon this 
appointment Earl Dougla^ is commanded 
to come thence, and as a sorrowful and a 
sore rebuked man lieth in the Abbey of 
Saint Alban ; and by the said appointment 
shall not be reputed nor taken but as an 
Englishman, and if he come in the danger 
of Scots they to slay him. Item, King Harry 
and his adherents in Scotland shall be 
delivered ; and Lord Dacre of the north is 
won and yielded, and the said lord, Sir 
Richard Tunstall, and one Byllingham in the 
said castle be taken and headed. Item, 



the queen and |vince have been in France 
and have made much ways and great (number 
of) people to come to Scotland and there 
trust to have succour, and thence to come 
into England. What shall fall I cannot say, 
but I heard that these appointments were 
taken by the young lords of Scotland, but 
not by the old. 

Your 

Planters. 

Christopher died on the Saturday next 
before Saint Margaret (20/A /«/y), in the 2d 
year of Edward IV. 



LETTER CCXIII.— (XXXVI. vol. IT. p. 127.) 

This letter, dated from Stamford (either in Northumberland or Yorkshire"), appears to have been written in 
March 1462-3, when the king had an army in the north to act against the Scots, who had made several 
attf;mpts in favour of Henry and Margaret. The letter is written in an easy and dutiful style, and the 
request in it seems reasonable from a young man attending his royal master in the field. In the year 1463 
Easter Sunday fell upon the lOih of April, which gave a suflBcient time for his father to have money ready 
for him according to his request. He subscribes himself the older, to distinguish himself from his younger 
brother John Paston. [It was not uncommon at this period, though it must have been inconvenient, to have, 
as in this instance, brothers or sisters \('ith the same baptismal names.] 

To mine right reverend and worslupful father, John Paston, being in the Inner Temple. 



Right reverend and worshipful father, I 
recommend me unto you, beseeching you 
of your blessing and good fatherhood. 
Please it you to understand the great ex- 
pense that I have daily travelling with the 

» Mary, daughter to Arnold, Duke of Guelders, 
was married to James II., king of Scotland, in 1448, 
and died in 1463. 

3 James Earl of Douglas was banished his own 
coimtry, and being received by Edward in England 
with honour and respect was by him made a luiight 
of the Garter. In 1483 he was taken prisoner by fiie 
Scots, and detained a prisoner till his death, in 1488. 
He is said to have entered into holy orders. 



king, as the bearer hereof can inform you, 
and how long that I am like to tarry here in 
this country ere I may speak with you again, 
and how I am charged to have mine horse 
and harness ready, and in hasty wise, be- 
seeching you to consider these causes, and so 
to remember me that I may have such 
things as I may do my master service with, 
and pleasure, trusting in God it shall be to 
your worship and to mine avail ; in especial 
I beseech you, that I may be sure where to 
have money somewhat before Easter, either 
of you or by mine uncle Clement, when need 
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is; of other caases the bearer hereof can I Written at Stamford, the 13th day of 

inform you. No more to you at tiiis time, I March. By your older son, 

but God have you in his keeping. j John Paston. 



Stamford, 
Sunday, 13th of March, 1462-3. 3 E. IV. 






LE T TE R CCXIV.— (XXXVII. vol. iv. p. 129.) 

This letter contains nothing by vhich ve can exactly fix the date, though it must have been written between 
1462 and 1465, as it appears from it that J. Paston^s son had been knighted. The hint of him trnd his son 
being out of the king s good grace would fix it about 1465, as in 1466 J. Paston was committed to the Fleet, 
and died the same year. The exact date, however, is immaterial, the character of tlie father being the object 
of the reader's notice. [The writer is not known.] 

To my worshipful master, Master Paston, the eldest. 



Right worshipful master, I recommend me 
unto your mastership, and of one matter at 
reverence of God take heed, for in truth I 
hear much talking thereof, and that is both 
in Norfolk, Suflfolk, and Norwich among all 
men of worship, as well that love you as 
others, and that is of my master, your son Sir 
John,^ because he is so at home, and none 
other wise set for (provided for). Some say 
that ye and he both stand out of the king's 
good grace, and some say that ye keep him 
at home for negardchepe (niggardship, covet- 
otisness), and will no thing ware (spemT) upon 
him, and so each man say his advice as it 
please him to talk ; and J have inquired, and 
said the most cause is in part for cause ye I 



are so much out, that be is the rather at 
home for the safeguard of tiie coasts. Bat 
at the reverence of God eschewing of com- 
mon language, see that he may worshipfuUy 
be set for either in the king's service or in 
marriage; for as for touching the Lady 
Chamberlajrne* that matter is done for, I 
spake with the parson thereof, and I heard by 
him that that matter will not pre. (q, wiU not 
succeed,') 

No more, but God speed you as well in all 
matters as I would ye should do, I beseech 
you that this letter be kept secret 

By your beadsman, R. C. V. C. 

Between 1462 and 1465. 
2 and 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXV.— (XXXVIII. vol. iv. p. 131.) 
We have here the whole process of a writ of fieri facias, and the subterfuges us«l by the defendants to defeat its 
effect, which they seem to have understood as well formerly as in these days of modem reflnemeuts and 
vexatious proceedings. [Master Hugh Fenn appears not to have been quite so true and trusty a friend as 
he has been represented in some of the preceding letters.] 

To my right worshipful mistress, my mistress, Margaret Paston, at Caister. 



Please it your good mistress-ship to weet, 
that a fieri facias * is come out of the Exche- 

* It appears ftom this letter that Sir John P&ston 
was knighted in the life-time of his father. 

* This Lady Chamberlayne was Anne, daughter and 
sole heir of Sir Robert Herling, knight, by Jane, 
daughter and heir of John Gonvile, Esq. She 
maniedto her first husband Sir William Chamber- 
layne, Knight of the Garter, a renowned and valiant 
soldier, who died in 1462. She was at this time his 
widow, and inherited from her fatlier a very consider- 
able fortune. She afterwards married bir Robert 



quer for Hugh Fenn to the sheriff of Norfolk to 
make levy of two hundred marks (133/. 6s, 8d,) 

Wingfield, and after his decease she became the wife 
of John Lord Scrope of Bolton. By the name of 
Lady Scrope she founded and endowed a fellowship 
in the college of Gonvile and Caius at Cambridge, 
originally founded by an ancestor of her ladyship's. 
She was born in 1426, and was alive in 1508. At 
the time this letter was writing she must have been 
nearly forty years old, when Sir John Paston could 
not have been much above twenty. 
3 Fieri facias is a writ judicial, that lies (at all times 
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of the proper goods and chattels of my master, 
as executor of Sir John Fastolf, of which fieri 
facias we sent my master worid, which sent 
us word again by Bemey that we should let 
the sheriff understand that my master never 
took upon him as executor, and so for that 
cause that writ was no warrant to take my 
master's goods; and also that my master 
made a deed of gifk of all his goods and chat- 
tels to Master Prowet and Clement Paston and 
others, so that my master hath no goods 
whereof he should make levy of the foresaid 
sum; and if the sheriff would not take this 
for none answer, that then my master would 
he should be letted (hindered) in Master 
Prowet's and Clement Paston's names ; never- 
theless we spake with the sheriff this day, and 
let him understand the causes aforesaid, and 
he agreed, so that he might have surety to 
tave him harmless, to make such return as 
my master of his counsel could devise,^ and 
because my master wrote by Bemey that he 
would not find the sheriff no surety, we 
would not appoint with him in that wise ; 
and so we took advice of Thomas Green, and 



because the under-sheriff shall be on Monday 
at (Potter) Heigham, by Bastwick Bridge en*^ 
he and we thought that it was best that Master 
Prowet should meet with the sheriff there, 
and require and charge him that by colour of 
the foresaid fieri facias that he make no levy 
of any goods and chattels of the said Prowet'a 
and Clement Paston*s against the said John 
Paston's, letting him weet that such goods, 
as the said Paston had, be now the said 
Prowet's and Clement Paston's by virtue of 
a deed of gift made to them almost two years 
ago; and if the sheriff will be busy after tiiat 
to take any chattel, that he be letted in 
Master Prowet's name and Clement Paston's 
by Daubeney and others; which business of 
the sheriff shall be on Tuesday or Wednesday, 
and, as we understand, at Heylesdon; where- 
fore ye must send thither Daubeney with 
Peacock, and they may get them there more 
fellowship by the advice of master Sir John 
Paston. 

James Gresham. 



Written 
between 146S and 1465. 



2 and 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXVI.— (XXXIX. vol. iv. p. 136.) 

(Tlie proceeding respecting Hall, "claimed for a bondman," is curious, and in a case where tlie damages were so 
large, the details we have no doubt would have been still more interesting ; but were probably too well 
known to have been given in a familiar letter of the time. Villenage was nearly extinct at this time, but 
letters of enfranchisement were granted by Elizabeth, and villena;re was pleaded, though unsuccessfully, as 
late as the reign of James I. See ' Hallam's Middle Ages,' vol. iii.] 

Unto my mistress, Margaret Paston, be this letter delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful mistress, I recommend me 
unto your good mistress-ship ; please it you 
to weet that my master your husband, my 
mistress your mother, my master Sir John, 
Master William, Master Clement, and all 
their men were in good health when this letter 
was written, thanked be Jesu, and also their 
matters be in a good way, for my Lord 
Chancellor ^ is their singular good lord in this 
matter at this time, and tibat it proveth so 



within the year and day, for him that hath recovered 
in an action of debt or damages) to the sheriff, to 
command him to levy the debt or damages of his 
goods against whom the recovery was had. 

* [Fenn has, by mistake, desire.} 

' George Nevile, Bishop of Exeter (or Archbishop 
of York), was Lord Chancellor at this time. 



he was yesterday in the Exchequer, and there 
he had afore him all the judges, all the 
barons of the Exchequer, and all the Serjeants, 
and there argued wher (whether) that the 
barons of the Exchequer should award any 
such commission * or not, and upon that the 
said commission shall be brought upon Friday 
into the Chancery, and there to be proved 
whether it be lawful or not, &c. 

Item, and if it please you to givepaveney* 
knowledge that there is judgment given upon 
the condemnation against Hall, that he 
claimed for his bondman, and the judgment 

3 Wo do not learn what ihis commission related to. 
* [Query if this name is not intended for Dau- 
beney.] 
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is given against Daveney, Richard Calle, and 
Thomas Bon, and there is coming out process 
for to take their bodies this same day, and 
if they or any of them be taken they shall 
never go out of prison unto the time that they 
have satisfied the party of eight score marks ^ 
(106/. 13<. id,) and therefore let them beware, 



&c. The Holy Trinity have you in his keep- 
ing. Written at London, upon Thursday 
next after the purification of Our Lady, &c. 

By your servant, 

John Wykes. 
Thursday, February, 
between 1463 and 1465. 2 and 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXVII.— (XL. vol. iv. p. 139.) 

I have given this letter for two reasons ; the first, as it shows the ease with which the familiar conversation be- 
tween the x>er8ons here mentioned is reduced to writing, and the second, as it throws some light upon the 
means used for manning and victualling such ships as then composed the navy of England. 

To my most reverend and worshipful master, John Paston, dwelling at Heylesdon, be this delivered - 



Ihs 

Most reverend and worshipful master, I re- 
commend me unto your good mastership; 
please you to have knowledge, on the Friday 
at afternoon next after Saint Peter, there was 
at the tavern in London old Debenham and 
yoimg Debenham, Thomas Edmonds and I ; 
and diere the said Thomas Edmonds fell in 
communication with old Debenham, and said 
t^at my Lord Treasurer,* had put him to a 
great charge [oj^cc] for the victualling of 
{the) Mary Talbot,^ saying to old Debenham 
mat he heard say that he had a hundred bul- 
locks to sell, the which the said Edmonds will 
buy so that they may accord of the price : 
then the said old Debenham answered again 
and said he would, so that he might have 
good payment, or else the said Edmonds to 
be bound in an obligation to pay him at such 
days as they might accord ; anon, upon this 
same language, young Debenham spake to 
his father, " Sir, I pray you that ye will take 
avisement of this matter till to-morrow, for 
I trust to your good fatherhood that ye will 
let me have a serteyn (a certain number^ of your 
bullocks for the victuaUiag of the barge of 
Yarmouth, and I shall find you sufiicient 
surety for the payment thereof; for Edmonds, 

^ The costs on this process in favour of the bond- 
man appear large. 

' John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester ; he was beheaded 
in October 1470. 

^ The Mary Talbot,— it anpears as if this ship re- 
ceived her name firom the Blessed Virgin, who most 
probably had been implored to protect her, and from 
the valiant Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, who liad so 
courageously fooj^t in the French wars: this is 
merely a ooigectoxe, and perhaps an ill-founded one. 



I will that ye know I have been there, and 
spoke with the owner and with the master 
of the said barge, and they know my appoint- 
ment." 

Then the said Edmonds answered to young 
Debenham, and told him that the city of 
Norwich and Yarmouth hath granted, and 
sent writing to the king and to the lords, that 
they will man and victual the said barge of 
their own costs from the time of her going 
out till her coming home ; and thus the said 
Edmonds told him that my Lord Treasurer 
and all the lords that be at London think they 
do right well their devoir (duty), and be wor- 
thy much thank of the king : " WeU," quoth 
young Debenham, " I had in commandment 
for to have the rule of the said barge, and I 
will be at Yarmouth ere this day four days, 
and man her and bring her down to tlie Gylyg 
[Giles'] of Hull, for that is ray ship." 

Also, he said more, without that he might 
have the said barge, he will not go to sea but 
himself and his twenty-four men, and thus, 
if please your mastership, he departed from 
the tavern; and at his departing he told the 
said Thomas Edmonds, ''this is Paston^g 
labour ;" then the said Edmonds answered 
him again, and said plainly he was to blame 
for to report so of your mastership, for he 
knoweth verily he said untruly of you and 
of my master your son both, and thereon he 
would take an oath ; and so, if it please your 
good mastership, let the city of Norwich and 
Yarmouth have knowledge of his great crack- 
ing and boasts, and let {hinder) him of his 
purpose by the authority that they have. 

Item, my master your son will have to hii 
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jackets, murrey^ and tawney, and that it 
please you some of my fellowship may speak 
to one of the drapers for to ordain it against 
his coming home, for I trow it shall be this 
day sev'night ere he cometh home. 

Item, Sir, if please you Scrope hath sent 
to you to London by Bingham for the money 
that ye know of; yet I spake not with him, 
but I shall tell him that I suppose ye will 
be here in the last end of the term, and I shall 
send your mastership word what answer I 
have of him. 

Item, Sir, if please, such tidings as I hear 
of I send you word, my Lord of Warwick hath 



been in Scotland' and taken a castle of the 
Scots, and upon this there came the Queen of 
Scots* with other lords of her country, as ye 
shall hear the names, in basetry (in embassy) 
to my said Lord of Warwick, and a truce is 
taken betwixt this and Saint Bartholomew's 
day in August : these is the last tidings that 
I know. No more to your good mastership 
at this time, but Jesu have (jfoti) in keeping. 
Written on the Saturday next after Saint 
Peter. By your poor servant, 

J. Daubeney. 

Saint Peter, 
Saturday, 2d of July, 1463. 3 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXVIII— (XLI. vol. iv. p. 145.) 

We liave in this letter a further account of the proceedings relative to the commanding, manning and victualling 
of the barge of Yarmouth, and the means made use of to procure the different stores to fit her for her voy- 
age, &c. 

To my master John Paston, the younger, he this delivered. 



Sib, I have received your letter, wherein I 
understand that my master desired that my 
master your brother might have the guiding and 
governance of the barge of Yarmouth : as to 
fiiat, and (if) men of Yarmouth had known my 
master's intent a fortnight ago he had been sure 
of it, but now it is so that Debenham hath a 
conunission of the king, expressed only for that 
ship named in his commission, and he hath 
been here at Yarmouth, and spoken with the 
bailiffs and with the owners of the said ship, 
and taken such a direction that they may 
grant it no man but him ; and moreover he 
hath indented with the owners of the ship 
what day it shall be ready as well victualled 
as manned ; and also he hath brought down 
letters from my Lord Treasurer to all persons,* 

* Dark red or purple, and yellowish colour. 

' This relates to the transactions in the north during 
the year 1463, when the Earl of Warwick com- 
manded there ailer Edward's return to London, who 
was now attentive to the designs of France respect- 
ing Henry and Margaret. 



and gentlemen in this country to help him 
and assist him to victual and man the said 
ship, and his men is here daily, and goeth 
about and gathereth wheat, malt, money, and 
whatsoever any man will give, &c. 

The blessed Trinity preserve you. Written 
at Caister, the Friday next after I received 
your letter. 

Item, it is talked here that my master 
your brother and Debenham were at words at 
London, and that Debenham should have 
stricken him had not Howard a been (have 
been), &c. whereof I am right sorry, &c. never- 
theless I trust to God all shall be well. 

Your servant, Richard Calle. 

Caister, Friday, 
July 1463. 3 E. IV. 

3 Mary, daughter of Arnold, Duke of Gueldres, and 
mother to James III. king of Scotland. She was a 
woman of heroic valour, and took an active part in 
the government with tlie regents during the minority 
of her son. She died during this year. 

* In original, p'Oss. Fenn translates it priors.]. 
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LETTER CCXIX.— (XLIL vol. iv. p. 147.) 

We see in this letter the hold which the clergy had on .the laity for any omissions in payment of vrhat was due 
to the church ; the dan^r of Sir John Paston's soul is gently touched upon, and the fears for the peace of 
that of Sir John Fastolf is ingeniously introduced. From the account in this letter the arrears were of so 
considerahle standing that Su* John Paston's memory seemed to want a little refreshing, and the hringer of 
this letter appears to nave received his instructions accordingly. The Abbey of Langley was founded m tho 
time of Richard I. about the year 1198. Nicholas occurs abbot in 1428 and 1463, and Nicholas Wamerton in 
1467 and 1474 ; it was most probably the first Nicholas who was the writer of this letter, as Wamerton can 
scarcely be supposed to have been the abbot so early as 1428, unless he lived to a very old age. [But he 
might have bm>me abbot in 1463.] 

To the right worshipfid Sir John Paston, knight j be this delivered. 



Right worshipful Sir, and tenderly beloved 
in our Lord God, I commend me to you, 
sending you knowing {^knowledge') that I did 
your errand to my brother die parson of 
Blofield on Wednesday was se'nnight, after 
the imderstanding that I had of you and 
from you by this bringer, which man I felt 
right well and favourably disposed to you 
ward, and more favourably will be than to 
any other gentleman living, the will of the 
dead performed, and his conscience saved; 
and more things said favourably for you, 
which I entitled in a scroll to have certified 
to your servant Calle, if he had come as ye 
sent me word he should have done, and should 
as ye behested [appointed^ ^ me, have brought 
me our farm for Heylesdon, which not done 
causeth me to write, praying your gentleness 
that I send no more therefore, for it is unpaid 



master Falstolf died, and for the same yee^ 
that he died in, and since for two years, and 
five shillings unpaid of a year, and come 
Michaelmas next shall be another year un- 
paid, thus is four years unpaid and five 
shillings, and at Michaelmas next shall be 
five years and five shillings. 

This thus kept from holy church, that is, 
holy church's good, may not be without great 
peril of soul; where the peril is God knoweth. 
I pray God amend it, and give them grace 
that have his goods so to dispose them, that 
they and the dead both may be out of peril, 
and the Trinity have you in his merciful 
keeping. Written at Langley, on Sunday at 
even late, next after Saint John's day (the") 
decollation, (29/A of August), 

By your well-will and [wilier] , 
Abbot of Lang lev. 



for the year afore the Hallowmass that my 

4th^leptem^ U63. 7^ 4 ^ • \t^ 'VV « & Vl^ Cea,^^ty^ 



3E.IV. 



(^B^ ^f ^h^C^e ^ 



LETTER CCXX.— (X VII. vol. i. p. 273.) 



We have in this letter a most accurate and interesting accoimt of the noblemen and others, employed in the 
sieees of three castles on the eastern shore of the county of Northumberland, takoi by Queen Mai^aret, 
and now in the possession of the a^erents and friends of Henry VI. We are informed whence they received 
tibeir victuids and ordnance, and of the soldier-like care and attention of the Earl of Warwick, who com- 
manded the forces of King Edward. We may here observe that though the troops were hired for a certain 
time, yet though that time was expired, they durst not leave die camp and return home ; for if they did 
even get away by stealth, yet if discovered and taken they would be severely punished. Others who had not 
obeyrathe king s orders, and attended him in person, would likewise sufTcr severely, unless they made proper 
excuses for their abs^ice ; and the writer of tnis letter kindly offers his services, from his connexion witn men 
of consequence about the king, to have their excuses admitted. We here also see who were most in the royal 
favour. These sieges were undertaken, our historians say, soon after the battle of Hexham, which was 

1 (Tenn translates— promtsfrf.] 
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fought and won on the 15th of May, 1463. by Ring Edward, but according to this account they were not 
undertaken till near eight months after. The castles of Bamborough and D^nstanborough were soon taken ; 
but that of Alnwick, being relieved by the Scots, the garrison marched out, probably by treaty. 

To my right worstupful brother, John Potion, the elder ton of John Piuion, E»q., be this 

delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful brother I recommend me 
to you; please it you to weet^ that as this 
day we had tidings here ^ that the Scots will 
come into England Mrithin seven days after 
the writing of this letter, for to rescue these 
three castles, Alnwick, Dunstanborough, and 
Bamborough, which castles were besieged as 
on yesterday; and at the siege of Alnvrick 
lieth my Lord of Kent* and the Lord Scales, 
and at Dunstanborough castle lieth the Earl 
of Worcester and Sir Ralph Grey, and at the 
castle of Bamborough lieth the Lord Mon- 
tague and the Lord Ogle, and other divers 
lords and gentlemen that I know not; and 
there is to them out of Newcastle ordnance I 
know, both for the sieges and for the field, in 
case that there be any field taken, as I trow 
there shall none be not yet, for the Scots keep 
no promise. My Lord of Warwick lieth at 
the castle of Warkworth, but three miles out 
of Alnwick, and he rideth daily to all these 
castles for to oversee the sieges ; and if they 
want victuals, or any other thing, he is ready 
for to purvey it for them to his power. The 
king commanded my Lord of Norfolk for to 
conduct victuals and the ordnance out of 
Newcastle unto Warkworth castle, to my 
liord of Warwick ; and so my Lord of Nor- 
folk commanded Sir John Howard,* Sir Wil- 
liam Peche, Sir Robert Chamberlayne, Ralph 
Asheton, and me, Calthorp, and Gorge, and 
others, for to go forth with the victuals and 
ordnance unto my Lord of Warwick, and so 
we were with my Lord of Warwick with the 
victuals and ordnance as yesterday. 

The king lieth at Durham, and my Lord 
of Norfolk at Newcastle; we have people 
enough liere. In case we abide here, I pray 
you purvey that I may have here more money 
by Christmas eve at the farthest, for I may 
get leave for to send none of my waged men 
home again ; no man can get no leave for to 

* [Fenn in error prints /iow.] 

* William Nevile, Lord Falconbridge, now F.arl 
of Kent. 

3 Sir John Howard, afterwards tlie first Duke of 
Norfolk of that name. 



go home but if they steal away, and if they 
might be known they shall be sharply pu- 
nished. Make as merry as ye can, for there is 
no jeopardy towards not yet, and there be 
any jeopardy I shall soon send you word by 
the grace of God. I wot well ye have more 
tidings than we have here, but these be true 
tidings. 

Yelverton and Jenney are like for to be 
greatly punished, for because they came not 
hither to the king ; they are morkyn (marked) 
well I know, and so is John Byllingfbrth and 
Thomas Playters, wherefore I am right sorry. 
I pray you let them have weeting thereof, 
that tiiey may purvey their excuse in haste, 
80 that the king may have knowledge why 
that they came not to him in their own per- 
sons. Let them come, or send their excuse 
to me in writing, and I shall purvey that the 
king shall have knowledge of their excuse ; 
for I am well acquainted with my Lord 
Hastings,^ and my Lord Dacres,' which be 
now greatest about the king's person; and 
also I am well acquainted with the younger 
Mortymer, Ferrers, Hawte, Harpur, Crowmer, 
and Bosewell, of the king's house. 

I pray you let my grandam and my cousin 
Clere have knowledge how that I desired you 
to let them have knowledge of the tidings in 
this letter, for I promised for to send them 
tidings. I pray you let my mother have 
knowledge how that I, and my fellowship, 
and your servants, are at the writing of this 
letter in good hell (health), blessed be God. 

I pray you let my father have knowledge 
of this letter, and of the other letter that I 
sent to my mother by Felbrigg's man; and 
how that I pray both him and my mother 
lowly of tl^ir blessings. 

I pray you that you will send me some 
letter how ye do, and of your tidings with 
you, for I think long that I hear no word 
from my mother and you. 

I pray you that this bill may recommend 



* William Lord Hastings, beheaded in 1483^ 
6 Richard Fines, Lord Dacre. 
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me to my sister Margery, and to my Mistress 
Joan Gayne {Jenney), and to all good masters 
and fellows within Caister. 

I sent no letter to my father never since I 
departed from you, for I could get no man to 
London, and never since. 

I pray you in case ye speak with my cousin 

Newcastle, Saturday, 

10th of December, 1463. 

3 E. IV. 



Margaret Clere, recommend me to her; and 
Almighty God have you in his keeping. 
Written at Newcastle on Saturday next after 
the Conception of our Lady. 
Your 

John Paston, the youngest. 
I pray you let Richard Calle see this letter. 






LETTER CCXXI.— (XLIII. vol. iv. p. 151.) 

It appears ftom this letter, which contains many curious particulars, that the king interested himself in the 
election for the county of Norfolk, in behalf of those candidates who were recommended by the Duke of 
Suffolk. This parliament was summoned to meet in January 1463-4, and it appears that Paston, Bemey, 
and Heydon. were the candidates, though Paston did not intend to be present, as his wife was to give him the 
earliest intelligence of what passed. 

To my right toorddpful husband, John Paston, be this Utter delivered in haste. 
Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 



to you ; please you to weet that I received a 

letter from you on the Sunday next after 

Twelfth day, which was sent by a priest of 

St. Gregory's parish of Norwich ; and whereas 

ye marvelled I sent you no writings of such 

letters as ye sent me before, I sent you an 

answer of the substance of such matters as ye 

have written of to me before (by Playters), 

the which he told me a \h»\ sent them to 

you to London. And as touching the 

errands that ye sent to me for to do to Richard 

Calle, I have done as ye commanded me to 

do, and called upon him, therefore, both 

before your writing and sithen (since) ; he 

therefore have none excuse for default of 

leisure, for he hath been but right little here 

since ye departed hence; he is out at this 

time, and when that he come& home I shall 

make him make you a clear bill of the 

receipt of your livelihood, and Fastolf^s 

both ; and I shall send you a clear bill of my 

receipts, and also of my payments out thereof 

i^;ain ; and as for sudi errands that should 

be done to Sir Thomas Howes, I have showed 

Richard Calle your writing, and told him 

your intent, as for such things as ye would 

he should say to him on his own head. Also 

I have done your errands to my mother and 

to my cousiix Clere after your writing. Item, 



I have spoken to John Adam and to Playters 
of your intent of the last bill that ye sent me, 
and they, say they will do after your intent 
as much as they may, and ye shall have an 
answer thereof in haste. 

Item, Sir Robert Conyers dined with me 
this day, and showed me a letter that came 
from the king to him, desiring him that he 
should await upon his well-l^loved brother 
the Duke of Suffolk, at Norwich, on Monday 
next coming, for to be at tiie election of 
knights of the shire; and he told me that 
every gentlemen of Norfolk and Suffolk that 
are of any reputation hath writing from the 
king in likewise as he had. I feel him by 
his saying, that he is right well disposed to 
you ward; he saith there shall no man make 
him to be against you in no matter. Skip- 
with shall tell you such tidings as beeth in 
this country, and of Thomas Gomey ^ and of 



1 There was at this time a Thomas Gumey, Esq., 
of Norwidi, who had married Margaret, daughter of 
Sir Thomas Jemegan, of Somerleyton, and who died 
in 1471, but it does not appear to have been him *»!i it 
is hero mentioned. The following extract f^om one 
of those old letters from Thomas Playters to John 
Paston, Esq., explains the crime committed by fliis 
person and his servant (Jan. 1463-4. 3 E. IV.). 

" Please yor maistrship wete, that as for my Lord 
of Norwich cosyn's deth, Thomas Gumay's man hath 
confessed that he slewe bym by com&undmet of his 
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and there is none other help, but every brother 
Ihat hath any worshipful kin or friends, every 
man to do hisjpart to the welfare, and succour, 
and relief of our monastery. 

Therefore worshipful cousin, I, a brother of 
that worshipful monastery wherein b^^un the 
faith of all this land, meekly beseecheth you 
in the reverence of Almighty God, to render 
help, and succour us in our great necessity ; 
for m London lieth to wad (pawn) many rich 
jewels of ours, with other great debts, which 
my brother will inform you of. 

Pleaseth your goodness, for God's sake, and 
all the saints of Heaven, and at my simple 
request, to have compassion upon us, ye 
having due surety both in obligations and 
pledges. 

In the reverence of Almighty God do your 
alms and charity ; it shall cause you to be 

Canterbury, 
28th of January, 
1463 or 1464. 
3 or 4 E. IV. 



prayed for, and all your kin as long as thef 
church standeth ; and by this means, I trust 
to Almighty God,to see my cousin William, 
or Clement, to be steward of our lands, and 
so to have an interest in Kent, to the worship 
of God and you all, which ever have you in 
his keeping. Amen. 

Written at Canterbury in haste the 28tb 
day of January. 

Also I beseech you show the bringer of this 
letter some humanity and worship, that when 
he Cometh home he may report as he findeth. 

* This is the cause every while they put 
my kin in my beard, saying, I am come of 
lords, knights, and ladies. I would they were 
in your danger 1000 marks (666/: 13«. id,} 
that they might know you, &c. 

By your cousin and headman, 

Henry Berry. 







LETTER CCXXIV.— (XLV. vol. iv. p. 159.) 

This letter was written at a time when Edward, having confiscated many of the estates of the Lancastrians, 
and ^-anted them to those of his own party, was by mildness and affability endeavouring to become- 
■ popular. 

To my right worshipful master, John Paston, the elder, Esq, 



Please your mastership to weet that the 
assize^ hold this day at Thetford ; and as for 
any new assize that ye spoke of there is none, 
nor none there saving one for a man about 
Brunham. 

I spake with Herward, and I asked him if 
there was any great day at Bury, and he said 
there was but a small day, and as for any 
assizes there were none but old ; and he told 
me that Debenham and the under-sheriff were 
fallen out; Debenham bare the sheriff on 
hand that he had do (caused to be) indicted 
an hundred men since he came into his office, 
and the sheriff told him that the king's books 



^ William Calthorpe was sheriff of Norfolk and 
Suffolk. 



appeared whether it was so or not, and he told 
Debenham that he could indict an hundred 
at one time when ye were indicted, and 
named you the cause of their breaking. 

There was a man killed now late in Suffolk, 
and he that did it was one of Debenham 'g 
men, and Herward told me that the sheriff 
said to him he would do Debenham a shrewd 
turn and (t/*) he could. 

Item, it was told me at Norwich that 
Master Bemey should have been here with a 
great fellowship, and it is not so, nor no man 
heareth of his coming, nor here is but little 
people neither, there were not so few this 
three years, as men say. 

Item, Herward asked me where John Gayne 
was, and I asked why, and he said there is a 
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capias out against him upon the condemna- 
tion,^ and the sheriiT hath it, he bade me give 
him warning; it is returnable xv Pasche.* 

Item, they say here that the king was on 
Monday at Waltham. 

Item, Nicholas Colman hath brought home 
your fardel : it is at Norwich. 

Item, there be no more judges here but Sir 
Pers Ardem.^ 

Written at Thetford, the Wecbiesday the 
last day of February. 

Item, Wymondham is here, and was at the 
Sliire-house this day, and tlie king's livery 
about his neck,* and there stood by the judge 

1 Query, as to this word, it being not perfect in 
the original ? 

3 Quinzieme Pasche. the fifteenth day after Easter. 

' Sir Peter Ardem, knight, was Chief Harou of the 
Exchequer, &c. 

* This WHS either some coloured ribbon, or, most 
probably, a collar with the king's device. Collars 
were at this time generally worn by persons of con* 
sequence, and by the fashion and form of them the 
rank of the wearer was intended to be ascertained ; 
they were usually formed of SS, having on the 
ecutre before, a rose or some other device, and were 
mnde either of gold or silver, according to the rank. 



while a letter of the king's was read; the 
effect was, as it was told me, that the king 
wills that justice be had, and that all risers 
against the peace and oppressors of the people 
be chastised, letting them weet that he was 
late in Cambridgeshire, and tliat there such 
as had offended asked grace, which they had, 
saving such as were rulers, whom he will 
somewhat be punished,^ proposing to be in 
this country about Easter. 

Your Servant, John Pampynge. 

Thetford, Wednesday, 
the last «lav of February, 
1463-4. 3 E. IV. 

diKuity, or fortune of the wearer. Hy an act " For 
Reformation of Excess of Apparel." pissed in the 
24 H.Vm. 1532,ch. 13. it was enacted. " that no 
man, unless he be a knieht, wear any collar of gold, 
named a collar of SS.*' This collar, therefore, from 
that time became the distinguishing badge of knight- 
hood. [We give, as an illustration, a badge or collar 
worn by the friends of Richard, drawn by the lato 
C. Stothard from an effigy of Ralph, second Earl of 
Westmoreland, in Brancepeth church, Durham. 

^ [Fenn has seepunisMd. The original is as above 
given, and means that he wills they be somewhat 
punished.] 
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LETTER CCXXV.— (XIX. vol. i. p. 285.^ 
To my right reverend and tvorshipful father, John PctstoUy dwelling in Caitter, be this delivered. 



Right reverend and worshipful father, I re- 
commend me unto you, beseeching you lowly 
of your blessing, desiring to hear of your 
welfare and prosperity, the which I pray 
Grod preserve unto his pleasance, and to your 
heart's desire; beseeching you to have me 
excused that ye had no writing from me since 
that I departed from you, for so God me help, 
I sent you a letter to London anon (soon) after 
Candlemas by a man of my lord's ; and he 
forgot to deliver it to you, so he brought to 
me the letter again; and since that time I 
could get no messenger till now. 

As for tidings such as we have here I send 

you. 

My lord and my lady^ are in good hele 
(health), blessed be God, and my lord hath 
great labour and cost here in Wales for to 
take diverse gentlemen here which were con- 
senting and helping unto the Duke of Somer- 
set's going ; and they were appealed (accused) 
of other certain points of treason ; and this 
matter, and because the king sent my lord 
word to keep this coimtry, is (the) cause that 
my lord tarrieth here thus long ; and now the 
king hath given my lord power whether he 
will do execution upon these gentlemen or 
pardon them, whether that him list (pleaseth), 
and as far forth as I can understand yet, they 
shall have grace, and as soon as these men be 
come in my lord is purposed to come to 
London, which I suppose shall be within this 
fortnight; the men's names that be impeached 
are these, John Hanmer, and William his son, 
Roger Puleston, and Edward of Madoc, these 
be men of worship that shall come in. 

The commons in Lancashire and Cheshire 



were up to the number of 10,000 or more, 
but now they be down again ; and one or two 
of them was headed in Chester as on Saturday 



Thomas Daniel is here in Cheshire, but I 
wot not in what place ; he hath sent three or 
four letters to Sir John Howard, siqce my 
lord came hither. 

And other tidings have we none here but 
that I suppose ye have heard before; I 
suppose verily that it shall be so nigh Easter 
ere ever my lord come to London, that I shall 
not move* (to) come home to you before Easter ; 
wherefore I beseech you that ye will vouch- 
safe that one of your men may send a bill 
to mine uncle Clement, or to some other man, 
who that ye will, in your name, that they 
may deliver me the money that I am behind 
of the quarter since Christmas ; and for the 
next quarter, in part of that sum that it pleased 
you to grant me by the year ; for by my truth 
the fellowship have not so much money as 
we wend (thought) to have had by right much ; 
for my lord hath had great costs since he 
came hither. 

Wherefore I beseech you tliat I may have 
this money at Easter,^ for I have borrowed 
money that I must pay again after Easter. 

And I pray Almighty God have you in 
keeping. 

Written in the castle of the Holt, in Wales, 

the first day of March. 

Your son and lowly servant, 

John Paston, the youngest. 

Holt Castle. 
Denbighshire, 
1st March, 1463-4. 3 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXVL— (XLVI. vol. iv. p. 165.) 

Though this letter contains nothing very interesting, yet as it mentions the commission of *^f. P^ff^.^^^fj'^J^'f. 
some account of a law process,! have thought proper to present it to the reader. It mention. likcN^ i.e the 
Xnsi^^and defensive krmour.&c.. thenin usi; ^d concludes with some very serious and pressing advice 
to J. Paston to conclude his own intricate business relative to Sir John Fastolf 's property. Jtc 

To my right worshipful master, John Paston the oldest, be this delivered in haste. 



I recommend me, &c. 
If it please you, I would right fain that John 

I John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, and Elizabeth 
Duchess of Norfolk. 



Jenney were put out of the commission of the 
peace, and that my brother William Lumnor 

2 [So Fenn; but we think muue is mowe, be able. 

3 In 1464, Easter Sunday fell on the 25th March. 
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were set in his stead, for me thinketh it were 
right necessary that there were such a man 
in that county that oweth you good will, and 
I know verily he oweth you right good will : 
he was with me at Caister but late. If there 
be made any labour for Doctor Allen to be 
justice of the peace, I pray you for God's sake 
let it be letted if ye may, for he will take 
too much upon him if he were ; I would not 
that he were remembered of your part, but 
if (unless) he be spoken of of other parts ; he 
is right great with Master Philip Lypzate and 
the bailiff of Cossey. 

If it please you to weet that Wykes did 
arrest one William Dylmjm of Norwich, as 
Pampynge can inform you of, for certain har- 
ness which he delivered him at Newcastle 
for to carry to Yarmouth by water, and there 
to deliver it to him again, which harness he 
kept still, and may not be delivered; and 
now there is come down an habeas corpus 
for him, and (he) must appear at the common 
place on Friday next coming ; wherefore if 
it pleased you that there might be taken an 
action in Wykes's name of trespass, under such 
form as there may be a capias awarded against 
his coming ; for after that he was arrested he 
did (caused) Daubeney to be arrested for 
maintaining ;^ and as for the harness, Wykes 



delivered it to him the lOtli day of January, 
the 2nd year of King Edward IV. (1462), in 
Pilgrim-street, at Newcastle ; imprimis a pair 
(of) briganders, a salet [%A/ helmet and 
visor], a boar-spear, a bow, eighteen arrowy 
two pair (of) pauldrons (shoulder-pieces), a 
standard of mail, a pair (of) sleeves of plate, 
to the value of five marks (3/. 6s. Sd.) 

And at the reverence of God sloth not your 
matters now, and make an end of them ; either 

Eurvey you to make them or to mar them in 
aste, for this is too horrible a cost and trouble 
that ye have and have had for to endure any 
while, and it is great heaviness to your friends 
and well-willers and great joy and comfort to 
your enemies. 

My Lord of Norwich said to me that he 
would not abide the sorrow and trouble that 
ye have abiden to win all Sir John Fastolfs 
good. God be your speed in all your 
matters. Written at Heylesdon the 13th day 
of May. 

I think right long to hear tidings till I have 
tidings from you. 

Your 



Margaret Paston. 



IStli of May, 
between 1463 and 1465. 
3and5E. IV. 



LETTER CCXX VII.— (XLVII. vol. iv. p. 169.) 

No one can read this letter without feeling concern for the displeasure that Sir John had occasioned his mother 
bv his improper departure ; slie tenderly blames his conduct, gives him the advice of a kind, affectionate 
and sensible parent, and at the same time is anxious to hear of his welfare. Her account of Jane Walsham s 
regard for Wykes is natural and pleasing, and interests the reader in her behalf. The whole letter is \^-ntten 
in a clear and easy style, and shows the maternal affection of the writer for her son. 

To my well-beloved son, Sir John Paston, be this delivered in haste, 

I hope he will be your good father hereafter 
if ye demeaji you well, and do as ye ought 
to do to him ; and I charge you upon my 
blessing that in anything touching your 
father that should be (to) his worship, profit, 



I GREET you well, and send you God's bless- 
ing and mine, letting you weet that I have 
received a letter from you the which ye de- 
livered to Master Roger at Lynn, whereby I 
conceive that ye think ye did not well that ye 
departed hence without my knowledge, where- 
fore I let you weet I was right evil paid* witii 
you ; your father thought, and thinketh yet, 
that I was assented to your departing, and 
that hath caused me to have great heaviness ; 

' [Maintenance. See Letter cxxiii. p. 103.] 
3 [Appayed— content.] 



or avail, that ye do your devoir and diligent 
labour to the furtherance therein as ye will 
have my good will, and that shall cause your 
father to be better father to you. 

It was told me ye sent him a letter to 
London ; what the intent thereof was I wot 
not, but though he take it but lightly, I would 
ye should not spare to write to him again as 

^ "I 
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lowly as ye can, beseeching him to be your 
good father; and send him such tidings as be 
in the country there ye beeth, and that ye 
ware [ffuarcC] of your expenses better and 
(than) ye have been before this time, and be 
▼our own purse-bearer ; I trow ye shall find 
it most profitable to you. 

I would ye should send me word how ye 
do, and how ye have shifted for yourself since 
ye departed hence, by some trusty man, and 
that your father have no knowledge thereof; 
I durst not let him know of the last letter 
(hat ye wrote to me, because he was so sore 
displeased with me at that time. 

Item, I would ye should speak with Wykes, 
and know his disposition to Jane Walsham ; 
she hath said since he departed hence but 
(unless) she might have him she would never 
• (he) married, her heart is sore set on him ; she 
told me that he said to her that there was 
no woman in the world he loved so well ; I 
would not he should jape {deceive) her, for she 
meaneth good faith; and if he will not have 
her let me weetin haste, for I shall purvey for 
her in other wise. 

As for your harness and gear that ye left 



here, it is in Daubeney's keeping ; it was never 
removed since your departing because that he 
had not the keys ; I trow it shall apeyer (grow 
worse) but if (unless) it be taken heed at be- 
times ; your father knoweth not where it is. 

I sent your grey horse to Ruston to the 
farrier, and he saith he shall never be nought 
to ride neither right good to pi ough nor to 
cart ; he said he was splayed, and his shoulder 
rent from the body ; I wot not what to do 
with him. 

Your grandam would fain hear some tidings 
from you ; it were well done that ye sent a 
letter to her how ye do as hastily as ye may, 
and God have you in his keeping, and make 
you a good man, and give you grace to do 
well as I would ye should do. 

Written atCaister, the Tuesday next before 
Saint Edmund the king (20th of November), 
Your mother, 

Margaret Paston. 

I would ye should make much of the par- 
son of Filby, the bearer hereof, and make him 
good cheer if ye may. 

Caister, Tuesday, November, 
between 1463 and 1466. 3 and 6 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXVIII.— (XLVIII. vol. iv. p. 173.) 

it is very lUflicult to fix any date to this letter, as not only the writer of it, but the persons mentioned in it, are 
new t.> us. Tlie injury sustained bv T. Da verse from Mnchester is likewise inexplicable. Who is Lady 
Anne 1*. : — and how are we to expla'in the expression " as white as whale's bone ?" The mention of Ovid's 
Morks is carious, and the application humorous and witty. The subscription to this letter is T. D., which is 
explained by"T. Daverse" Ix^ini; written imder the cUrection, I believe by the hand of the receiver. 
Tlie fiunily of Davers were of considerable standing in the county of Suffolk, and advanced to tlie dignity of 
baronet in 1682. 

To my right good mastery Sir John Paston, knight. 



My right sjiocial good master, I recommend 
lue to you, thanking you right heartily of 
your «:ontle letter late sent to me ; and as to 
Pinchtstor's matter, &c. I would I were your 
nigli kinsman if it pleased God, and then 
should 1 knt>w if it stiould grieve your heart 
as much i\s It doth other of my km and friends 
to soo me thus cowariUy hurt by Pinchester 
causeU^ss ; uiitl of mine intent in that matter 
^Villiinu Rabl.es shall tell you more; also I 
WsetK'h you to rt^commend me to my lord's 
gi>o<l grace, :is to him Avhom of eartldy estates 
next uiy duty I mwt love and dread, and 
That shouhl he well know and it lay in my 
iH.nver, praying you heartily to declare (to) 



his lordship such matter as William Rabbes 
shall infonn you, and to send me my lord's 
answer. 

Also inasmuch as I understood by you that 
money should cause you conclusion in your 
matter this next term, and ye will be at Lon- 
don on Monday at night or Tuesday by noon, 
I trust that I have studied such a mean, that, 
upon surety as ye may make, to get you 
an hmidred pounds or two himdred marks 
(133/. Os. Sd.) to be lent unto you for an 
half year, without any chevisance ^ or loss of 

1 [Chevisance— BIX agreement or composition, as 
an order set down between a creditor and his debtor. 
It seems here used for usury.] 
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goods by you, as William Rabbes shall tell 
you more, &c. 

And as to Ovid *De Arte Amandi/ I 
shall send him you the next week, for I have 
him not now ready; but me thinketh Ovid 
* De Remedio ' were more meet for you, but 
if (unless) ye purposed to fall hastily in my 
Lady Anne P.'s lap as white as whales bone, 
&c. Ye be the best chooser of a gentlewoman 
that I know, &c. ; and I pray you to recommend 
me to my Lord^ of Oxford, and to my good 
masters, Needham, Richmond, Chippenham, 



Stavely, Bloxham, Stuard, and Ingulton in 
special, and all other good masters and friends 
in general, &c. And, Sir, Mistress Gaydade 
recommend me (</. her) to you and said buss- 
ing fare for charity, and she said (/o) me she 
would fain have a new fillet, &c. 

Written at London the 29th day in January^. 
With heart and service, 

, Your Thomas Daverse. 

London, 29 January, 
between 1463 and 1469. 
3 and 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXIX. — (XLIX. vol. iv. p. 177.) 

Tins letter was written in 1464, about the time that King Henry VI. was taken and committed to the Tower, 
an^order having been issued in May for the subjects of this kingdom to take arms and attend King Edward. 
The Commission of Inquiry seems to relate to this order, which most probably was enforced for the more 
easy discovery of the unfortunate prince, who perhaps was by this time lodged in the Tower, as those gentle- 
men who had obeyed it were now dismissed and returned liome. 

To mine right loorshipfulhisband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
unto you ; pleaseth you to weet that I sent 
yesterday Loveday to Norwich to speak with 
the vicar of Dereham * for the matter between 
Master Constautine and him, and he saith 
that as for that matter Master Constantine 
sued him for faith and truth breaking, and 
he sued Master Constantine in the tempo- 
ral court upon an obligation of ten pounds ; 
and there was made an appointment between 
them, by the advice of both their counsels, 
before Master Robert Popy, tliat each of them 
should release other, and so they did, and the 
sureties were withdrawn on both parties, and 
each of them acquittanced other : and as for 
any copy of the plea he had never none, nor he, 
nor Master John Estgate, that was his attorney 
remembereth not that it was registered ; and 
Master John Estgate saith, if it should be 
searched in the register it would take a fort- 
night's work, and yet peradventure never be 
the nearer. 

Sir Thomas Howes ^ hath been right busy 
this week at Blofield in vrriting and looking 
up of gear, and John Russe hath been with 

' [Fenn by mistake gives Ladyi] 

^ Constantine Dalby was instituted to the vicarage 
of East Dereham, in 1451, and was succeeded in 1456, 
by Robert Sheringham. 

3 J. Paston and Thomas Howes had at this time 
disagreed about executorship of Sir J. Fastolfs will. 



him there the most part of all this week, andk 
this day was Robert Lyiine there with him ; 
what they have done 1 wot not, but I shall 
weet if I may. 

It was told me that Sir Thomas desired of 
John Russe to make him a new inventory of 
Sir John Fastolfs goods; John Russe might 
not be spoken with yet for the letter that he 
should have written which ye sent me word of. 

Item, it is told that the Duke of Suffolk * 
is come home, and either he is dead, or else 
right sick, and not like to escape; and Sir 
John Howard is come home ; and it is said 
that the Lord Scales and he have a com- 
mission to inquire why they of this country 
that were sent for came not hastilier up after 
they were sent for. It is reported that the 
king is greatly displeased therewith. 

At the reverence of God arm yourself ZM 
mightily ye can against your enemies,* for I 
know verily that they will do again you as 
mightily as they can with all their power. 

It is told me that Sir Thomas shall come 
up in haste, and other such as he can make 
for his party. 

Also for God 8 sake beware what medicines 



« John Duke of SufTolk did not die till 1491. 

^ Tliese may either mean those enemies which the 
affairs of Sir John Fastolf had caused him, or thobe 
which the national disputes liad occasioned* 
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ye take of any physicians of London ; ^ I shall 
never trust to them because of your father and 
mine uncle, whose souls God assoil! 

The blessed Trinity have you in his keep- 
ing, and send you health and good speed in 
all your matters. Written in haste, on the 
Friday next before St. Barnabas. 

By yours, Margaket Paston. 



All the gentlemen of this counti^ Aat 
went up to file king are countermanded, and 
are come home again. It is told me that 
Rous of Suffolk is dead ;* if John Grayn might 
have any release of his son, if it might do him 
ease, it were a good turn for him. 

Friday, 8th June, 
1464. 4B. IV. 



NUMBER CCXXX.— (L. vol. iv. p. 183.) 

From this 'appointment of the king it appears that j?rants for foundations of religious establishments were 
made one mean of raising money for the service of the crown ; and that the royal protection was likewise 
obtained by a present of money or plate. Whether the terms by which the king's favour was now to be 
procured were fulfilled by John Paston, or whether his majesty had any reasons for withdrawing his pro- 
tection, does not appear, but in the following year the royal favour was forfeited, and J. Paston was a 
Srisoner by the king's command. During this year the king was moving from place to place, and by con- 
escension and affability acquiring popularity. 

Appointment of the king /or the foundation of a college at Caister, 8fc, 



The king, for the sum of 300 marks (200/.) 
of lawful money of England, or of silver plate 
to the value thereof, granteth to John Paston 
the elder, Esquire, to have licence lawfully 
made, to make and found a college of seven 
priests, and seven poor folk at Caister, in 
Flegg (htmdred) in Norfolk, for the soul of 
Sir John Fastolf, knight; they to be endued 
with certain rent and otherwise, after the 
intent and effect as is specified in a bill 
thereof signed by the king; and that he shall 
show his good grace, favour, and assistance to 
have the said foundation enacted and autho- 
rized in the parliament next holden, and dis- 
charge the said John Paston and the said 
priests of any other fine or fee to be made in 
the Chancery forthe said foundation, and that 
the king shall sign and grant wan-ants for said 
licence, and show his good grace and favour 
in the expedition thereof, what time he be 
sued to tlierefore by the said John Paston. 

Also, the king granteth to be good and fa- 
vourable lord to the said John Paston, and 
in especial in all things touching the exe- 
cution of the will of the said Sir John Fastolf, 
and also to be good and favourable lord to 
the said John Paston in supporting and 
helping him in that the king's highness may 
lawfully do, in such matters as are in debate 
atwixt the said John Paston and William 



* How her father and her unde had suffered from 
London physicians does not appear. 



Yelverton, or William Jenney, or any other, 
concerning the lands and tenements, goods or 
chattels, that were the said Sir John Fastolfs; 
also the king granteth to help and support the 
said John Paston to obtain and have to the 
use of the said Sir John Fastolf, such goods 
as were the said Fastolf s, deceitfully aloyned 
(removed) out of the possession and know- 
ledge of the said John Paston, and that the 
king shall grant the said John Paston such 
lawful writings and letters from the king, 
directed to such persons as shall be behove- 
ful for the same, what time the said John 
Paston sueth to the king's highness there- 
fore. 

Also where Yelverton or Jenney, or any 
justice of the peace of the shire of Suffolk, 
hath recorded any riot, trespass, or offences 
to be done against the king's peace by the 
said John Paston, his servants, or tenants, or 
friends; or where any indictment or present- 
ment is found against them, or any of them, 
before any of the said justices, forany such riot, 
offences, trespass, or for any other matter re- 
maining of record in the King's Bench, or in 
any other place, the king granteth to the said 
John Paston, and all other persons named in 
the said records or indictments, or in any of 
them, and to all their boroughs (sureties) and 
pledges, and to each of them that will sue it. 



' Reginald Rous, Esq. of Dennington, in Suffolk, 
died in 1464. 
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a pardon of all riots, trespasses, offences, 
felonies, forfeitures done against the king's 
peace, and of fines therefore dempt {adjttdged) 
or to be dempi^ and of all other things generally, 
treason except, and that the king shall sign 
warrants law^ of the said pardons, what 
time his highness be required by the said John 
Paston or his attorneys. 

And also that his highness shall do {cause) 
inquiry and examination (to) be made 
whether the said record of the said justices, 
and presentments and other informations or 
complaints made against the said John Paston, 
were done truly and lawfully or not ; and if 
it be found that they were done otherwise than 
truth, law, or conscience will, then the king 
granteth to cause the doers tiiereof to recom- 
pense the said John Paston, and the said other 
|)er8ons, as far as law and good conscience 
will in that behalf. 

And that if it fortune any complaint to be 
made against the said John Paston, by any 
person in time coming, to the king, that he 
shall take no displeasure to tiie said John 
Paston till the time he come to his answer 
and be found in default. 

And that the king shall receive 100/. of 
the said 300 marks what time he send for 
it, and the remanent as soon as the said foun- 
dation take effect ; and also that his highness 
shall get the assent of the reverend father in 
God the Archbishop of Canterbury, in such 
appointments as is made atwixt the king 
and the said John Paston of such goods 



as were the said Sir John Fastolf *s, for the 
delivery thereof, and that if the said John 
Paston refuse the administration of the goods 
and chattels that were the said Sir John Fas- 
tolfs, suffering other to take it upon them, 
the king, at the instance of the said John 
Paston, granteth to be good and favourable 
lord to such other as (hf) the course of the 
law, and assent of the said John Paston, shall 
take the said administration in execution of 
the said Fastolf s will, touching the adminis- 
flation of the goods and chattels aforesaid, 
according to the same will ; and that the king 
shall not Claim nor desire any of the lands or 
tenements, goods or chattels that were the 
said Sir John Fastolf s against the said John 
Paston or any other executor, administrator, 
or feoffee of the said Sir John Fastolf, nor 
support or favour any other person in claim- 
ing any of the said lands or tenements, goods 
or chattels, against any of the said adminis- 
trators, executors, or feoffees. 

Also the king granteth that whereas this 
bill is not sufficiently made in clauses and 
terms according to the intent thereof, that 
his highness will take and execute the very 
intent thereof, notwithstanding the insuf- 
ficience of any such terms and clauses in this 
bill. Written at Marlborough, the Monday 
next after the nativity of our Lady, the fourth 
year of the reign of the king. 

Marlborough, Wiltshire, 
Monday, 10th of September, 
1464. 4E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXXI.— (LI. vol. iv. p. 189.) 

The exact year when this letter was written cannot be determined, but it must have been during J. Paston*8 

troubles in the latter part of his life, between 1464 and 1466. 
To my right worshipful master, John Paston, in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend 
me to you, desiring heartily to hear of your 
welfare, praying you to weet that I have 
spoken with Strange's wife of the matter that 
ye spoken to me of, and she saith plainly to 
me by her faith that she knew never none 
such, nor never heard of none such, and told 
to me in like wise as she had said to James 
Gloys, and she said to me if she could inquire 
of any other that she thought should have 
knowledge of any such, she should weten of 
them, and letten me have knowledge thereof; 



and if ye suppose that any other be in this 
country that ye think should have knowledge 
of this foresaid matter, if ye will send me 
word thereof I shall do my part therein. 

Also I have been at Swainsthorp and spoken 
with Kokett and he saith that he will do like 
as ye bade me that I should say to him for to 
do. And I have spoken witii the sexteyn 
(sexton), and said to him as ye bade me that I 
should do, and he asked me right faithfully 
how ye sped in your matters. 

I told him that ye had fair behests, and I 
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said I hoped tliat ye should do right well 

therein ; and he said he supposed that D ^ 

would do for you; but he said he was no 
hasty labourer in none matter; he said by his 
iaith he wist where a man was that laboured 
to him for a matter right a long time, and 
always he behested that he would labour it 
effectually; but while he sued to him he 
€X>uld never have remedy of his matter, and 
then when he thought that he should no 
remedy have to sue to him, he spake with 
Fynes,^ that is now Speaker of the parliamei% 
and prayed him that he would do for him in 
his matter, and gave him a reward; and 
within right short time after his matter was 
sped ; and the said sexteyn^ and other folks 
that be your right well-willers have counselled 
me that I should counsel you to make other 
means than ye have made to other folks, that 
would speed your matters better than they 
have done that ye have spoken to thereof 
l>efore this time. Sundry folks have said to 
me that they think verily but if (unless) ye 
have my Lord of Suffolk's* good lordship, 
while the werd (world) is as it is, ye can 
never live in peace without ye have his good 
lordship ; therefore I pray you with all mine 



heart that ye will do your part to have hi» 
good lordship and his love in ease of all thooe 
matters that ye have to do, and in easing of 
mine heart also, for by my truth I am afraid 
else, both of these matters the which ye have 
in hand now, and of other that be not done to 
yet, but if (unless) he will do for you and be- 
your good lord. I pray you heartily send 
me word how ye do, and how ye speed in 
your matters; and I pray you as for such 
things as James hath a bill of, t^at I may 
have them as hastily as ye may ; and that ye 
will vouchsafe to buy a piece of black buck- 
ram for to line with a gown for me, I should 
buy me a murrey gown to go in this summer, 
and lay in the collar the satin that ye gave 
me for an hood; and I can get none good 
buckram in this town to line it with. The 
holy Trinity have you in his keeping, and 
send you health and good speed in all your 
matters. 

Written at Norwich, on the Friday next 
after Crouchmas day.^ 

Yours, Margaret Paston. 

Norwich Friday, 
May, between 1464 and 1466. 
4 and 6 £. IV. 



LETTER CCXXXII.— (LII. vol. iv. p. 195.) 

This letter discovers to us some of the politics of the times, probably when the Earl of Warwick had taken 
displeasure at the king's marriage, and informs us that the Yorkists were fearful that too much lenity might 
be shown to the Lancastrians : to what good lord Margaret Paston and her husband wished her cousin 
Book wood to be faithful is not mentioned, it probably was to the Duke of Norfolk. ^ We find also that the 
exportation of wool was [considered] an hardship u]^n the jwor, who by that means'wcrc deprived of work 
in that branch of the manufacture which affected their spinnmg, &c. 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you; pleaseth it you to weet tliat I re- 
ceived your letter that ye sent me by Nicholas 
Colman on Sunday last past; and as for the 

I Perhaps this may mean John Damme, a person 
often mentioned in these letters, and who was mem- 
ber of parliament for the city of Norwich in 1451. 

3 It does not appear what relation this Fynes was 
to Sir Richard Fynes, who married Joan, daughter 
and heir of Lord Dacrc of the south, by which title 
in her right he was summoned to parliament in 1459. 
The reward given to Fvncs seems previous to his 
beingelected Speaker. fHe was doubtless a lawyer, 
like Damme, and the reward was his fee.] 



matter that ye desired me to break of to my 
cousin Rookwood, it fortuned so that he came 
to me on Sunday to dinner, soon after that I 
had your letter, and when we had dined, I 

3 The sacrist or sexton of the priory of Norwich, 
was the officer who had the care of the sacra or holy 
things, as the church plate, copes. Sec. ; he was like- 
wise secretary, auditor, and chancellor of the coa- 
vent, and had a subsacrist or deputy to perform the 
servile parts of his office. In 1444 Brother Kichard 
de Walsham was appointed sacrist. 

* John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk. 

5 Crouchmas day, or the Invention of the Cross, 
was on the 3d of May. 
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moved to him thereof in covert terms, as 
Playters shall inform you hereafter ; and as 
I thought by him, and so did Playters also, 
by the language that he had to us, that he 
would be as faithful as he could or might be 
Id that good lord that ye wrote of, and to you 
sAso, in anything Ihat he could or might do, 
in ' case were that he were set in office so that 
he might aught do, and thereto he said he 
vreuld be bound in 1000/., and (if) he was 
80 much worth. 

As for the other that ye desired I should 
move to of the same matter, me seemeth he is 
too young to take any such things upon him, 
and also I know verily that he shall never 
love faithfully the other man that ye desired 
that he should do, for when he remembereth 
the time that is past ; and therefore I spake 
not to him thereof. 

This day was holden a great day at Okyll 
(^Acle) before the under-sheriff and the under- 
escheator for the matter of Sir John Fastolf 's 
lands, and there was my cousin Rookwood, 
and my cousin John Berney of Reedham, and 
divers other gentlemen and thrifty men of the 
country, and the matter is well sped after 
your intent, blessed be Grod ! as ye shall have 
knowledge of in haste. 

I suppose Playters shall be with you on 
Sunday or on Monday next coming if he 
may; ye have many good prayers of the 
poor people that God should speed you at 
this parliament, for they live in hope that ye 
should help to set a way that they might live 
in better peace in this country than they have 
done before, and that wools should be pur- 
veyed for that they should not go out of this 
land, as it hath been suffered to do before, 
and then shall the poor people more live 
better than they have done by their occupa- 
tion therein. Thomas Bone hath sold all 
your wool' here for 20</. a stone, and good 
surety found to you therefore to be paid at 
Michaelmas next coming, and it is sold right 
well after that,^ {because) the wool was for 
the most part right feeble. 

Item, there be bought for you three horses 
at St. Faith's* fair, and all be trotters, right 
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* [At that, i.e. price, as we say now.] 

* [Near Norwich. There is still a considerable 
fair at this place, but chiefly for lean cattle.] 



fair horses, God save them, and they be well 
keeped. 

Item, your mills at Heylesdon be letfoi 
twelve marks (8/.) and the miller to find the 
reparation ; and Richard Calle hath let all 
your lands at Caister ; but as for Maultby 
lands they be not let yet. William White 
hath paid me again this day his 10/., and I 
have made him an acquittance thereof because 
I had not his obligation. 

There is great talking in this country of 
the desire of my Lord of York,^ the people 
report full worshipfully of my Lord of 
Warwick, they have no fear here but that he 
and other should show too great favour to 
them that have been rulers of this country 
before time. 

I have done all your errands to Sir Thomas 
Howes that ye wrote to me for ; I am right 
glad that ye have sped well in your matters 
betwixt Sir Philip Wentworth and you, and 
so I pray God ye may do in all other matters 
to his pleasance. 

As for the writings that ye desired that 
Playters should send you, Richard Calle told 
me that they were at Harry Barber's, at the 
Temple Gate. 

TSlie mayor* and the mayoress sent hither 
tHeir.. dinners this day, and John Damme 
came with them, and they dined here ; I am 
beholden to them for they have sent to me 
divers times since ye yed (went) hence; the 
mayor saith that tiiere is no gentleman in 
Norfolk that he would do more for than he 
would for you, if it lay in his power to do fo» 
you. 

J. Perse* is still in prison, but he will not 

3 George Nevile became Archbishop of York in 
1464, and died in 1476. 

* As the exact date of the year of this letter cannot 
be ascertained, we cannot determine who this mayor 
of Norwich was, though it must have been eitiier 
John Gilbert, Thomas KUis, or John Chytock. John: 
Damme had been the recorder, and might perhaps 
be so now. (This is a curious trait — the mayor and 
mayoress of Norwich send their own dinners to a 
gentleman's house where they go to dine ; nor is it 
noticed as anything out of the common course; 
indeed, "they have sent to me divers times'* may 
imply that they sent dinners.] 

* What offence Perse had committed does not 
appear, nor can I understand the expression "that 
the dede may have xwirt of hys own goode." An 
ingenious tnend suggested the following explanation : 
might not Perse liaN %: raurdereU some one snvl secreted 
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confess more than he did when ye were at 
home. Edmund Brome was with me, and 
told me that Perse sent for him for to come 
speak with him, and he told me that he was 
with him and examined him, but he would 
not be a knowe (acknowledge) to him, that he 
had no knowledge where no goods was of his 
master's more than he had knowledged to 
you; he told me that he sent for him to 
desire him to labour to you and to me for 
him if ye had been at home ; and he told me 
that he said to him again that he would never 
labour for him but (imless) he might know 
tiiat he were true to his master, though it lay 



in his power to do~right much for him; I 
suppose it should do none harm though the 
said Perse were removed further. I pray to 
God give grace that the truth may be known, 
and that the dead may have part of his own 
goods, and the blessed Trinity hftye you in 
his keeping. 

Written in haste, at Heylesdon, the Tuesday 
next afber St. Luke. 

By yours, Margaret Paston. 

Heylesdon, 
Tuesday, October, 
between 1464 and 1466. 
4 and 6 E. IV. 



;LET T E R CCXXXIIL— (Lin. voL iv. p. 201.) 

I have given this letter as containing not only the whole process of a replevin, but likewise lo show the dis- 
agreeable situation the tenants of the lands and manors were put into when the landlords and lords of 
manors disagreed. Drayton and Heylesdon had been the manors of Sir John Fastolf, and were now bv his 
death in the possession of John Paston, as one of his executors and trustees ; this letter therefore must have 
been written alter Sir John's decease. A replevin is a writ {Replegiare de averiis) brought by one whose 
cattle are distrained or put in x>ound upon any cause by another, upon surety given to the sheriff to pursue 
or answer the action at law. 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, he this delivered in haste. 



Please it you to weet that on Saturday last 
your servants Naunton, Wykes, and others 
were at Drayton, and there took a distress for 
the rent and farm that was to pay, to the 
number of seventy-seven neat (beasts), and so 
brought them home to Heylesdon, and put 
them in the pin-fold, and so kept them still 
there from the said Saturday morning unto 
Mondaji three at clock at afternoon. First on 
the same Saturday the tenants followed upon, 
and desired to have their cattle again : and I 
answered them if they would do pay such dewts 
(debts or duef) as they ought for to pay to you, 
that then they should have their cattle de- 
livered again ; or else if they were not a power 

his goods, which he refuses to acknowledge, but part 
of which, if they had been discovered, would have 
been disposed of for the benefit of the soul of the 
deceased, in procuring masses, &c., to be sung for 
him, so that in fact by these means the dead might 
be mid to have part of his own goods f This explana- 
tion will appear perhaps far-fetched, bnt it is adduced 
solely with a hope that it might prove a clue to a 
discovery of the real meaning of this passage. [A 
murderer Perse could not have been from the terms in 
which they speak of him, and the way in which he 
seeks for assistance. But he might have been 
servant to some one who had died, and have been 
suspected of secreting his master's goods.] 



(were not able) to pay ready money, that then 
they to find sufficient surety to pay the money 
at such a day as they might agree with me, and 
thereto to be bounden to you by obligation; 
and that they said they durst not for to take 
upon them for to be bounden, and as for money 
they had none for to pay at that time, and 
therefore I kept still the beasts. 

Harleston was at Nonvich, and sent for the 
tenants the said Saturday at afbemoon, and 
there, by the means of the bailiff of Cossey, 
put the tenants in such fear, saying that if 
they would pay such debts, or else for to 
be bounden to pay, that then they would put 
them out of such lands as they held bondly 
of the lordship, and so to distrain them and 
trouble them liiat they should be weary of 
their part ; and that put them (in) such fear 
that they durst neither pay nor be bounden. 

And on the Sunday at even-song time Harle- 
ston came to me to Heylesdon, desiring me that 
I would deliver again the said distress ; and as 
for such distresses as they had taken here of 
your tenants (they) should be delivered again 
in like form ; and I said I would not deliver 
them so, and I told him that I would deliver 
them as is written afore and otherwise not, 
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and otherwise I would not delirer them but 
by the form of law. And other communica- 
tion!was had between us at that time of divers 
matters which were too long to write at this 
time, but ye shall have knowledge thereof in 
haste. 

And on Monday next after at nine at clock 
there came Pynchemore to Heylesdon with a 
replevin, which was made in Harleston's name 
as under-steward of the duchy, saying that the 
beasts were taken upon the duchy fee, where- 
fore he desired me to make him livery of the 
said beasts so taken ; and I said I would not 
deliver them unto the time that I had ex- 
amined the tenants of the truth, and so I sent 
thither Wykes with Pjmchemore to under- 
stand what they would say ; and the tenants 
said that there was taken none upon the 
duchy at their knowledge, save onlyPyrse 
Waryn the younger, and Paynter, said that 
their cattle was taken upon the duchy, which 
tiiey cannot prove by none record save only 
by their own saying ; and so we would not 



obey that replevin and so they departed; and 
at three at clock at afternoon Pynche- 
more came to Heylesdon again with two men 
which brought witii tiiem a replevin from the 
sherifij whose names be John Wilherley and 
Robert Ranson, which required me by the 
same replevin to make them delivery of the 
said beasts taken at Drayton ; and so I, see- 
ing the sheriff's replevin and under his seal, 
bade my men deliver them, and so they were 
delivered. 

And as for all other matters that ye have 
written to (me) of, I will speed me to send 
you an answer as hastily as I may, for I may 
no leisure have to write no more to you thiiB 
time. The blessed Trinity have you in his 
keeping. Written at Heylesdon the 20th day 
of May 

By yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Heylesdon, 
Monday, 20th of May, 
1465. 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXXIV.— (LIV. vol. iv. p. 207.) 

The beginning of this letter is curious, at it furnishes us with an account of the process to dispossess a parson 
of his church ; what Flowerdew had done to incur deprivation does not appear. John Flowerdew was in- 
stituted to the rectory of Drayton on the 15th of March, 1461, on the presentation of John Paston, Esq. and 
Thomas Howes, clerk. At the time that this and the foregoing letter was written, there was a dispute be- 
tween the executors of Sir John Fastolf and the Duke of Stmblk oonoeming these estates at Drayton, 
Heylesdon, &c. 

To my right worshipful kuabandy John Pastony be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you ; please it you to weet that I have sent 
to Master John Smyth and to Master Stephen 
to have advice for the church of Drayton ; and 
they send me word that there must be had a 
commission from the bishop to call in the 
Parson Flowerdew, and that must be pro- 
daimed in the church of Drayton three times 
by a dean,^ and after that if he appear not 
within six months atlker the first proclamation, 
that then he for to be deprived, and the patron 
to present whom he lust (lists), and else your 
presentation is not sufficient. And I have so 
purveyed that a commission is had, and shall 
be served as hajstily as it may be. 
As for John Rysing I have sent to him to 

1 This means the rural dean. 



weet tiie cause that he is not brought up to 
London, and he saith that he called upon the 
sheriff ihat he might be had up for (to) come 
to his answer, and the sheriff told him that he 
would not bring him up at his own cost ; and 
John Andrews said that he would not have 
him up, and so he is still in prison at Ipswich, 
and so shall he be but if (unless) ye can find 
the better mean' for to have him out; I have 
sent to him I3s. id, to help himself therewith, 
he payeth for his board weekly twenty-pence ; 
and Hopton and Smith be there still also, and 
they have money enough wheresoever that 
they have it ; Rysing deemeth that they have 
comfort of the other party ; and I send you 
the copy of the warrant that they were arrested 
by, &c. 

I spake not with my mother since Richard 
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Calle brought me the letter from you touch- 
ing her matter, for I might have no leisure ; 
when I speak with her at leisure I will re- 
member her in that matter according to your 
writing ; and as for your tenants of Drayton, 
as I can understand by them, they be right 
good and true-hearted to you to their powers, 
and full fain would tiiat ye had it again in 
peace, for they had as leffe Qief) almost be 
tenants to the devil as to the Duke, except 
"Will. Heme, Piers at Sloth, and one Knott of 
the same town, for they be not good. 
. All your tenants at Heylesdon andDrayton, 
except these three, be right glad that we are 
there amongst them, and so be many others of 
our old neighbours and friends ; and but if 
(unless) ye come home by Wednesday or 
Thursday^ in Whitsun week, I purpose me to 
see you in secret wise by Trinity Sunday* but 



if (unless) ye send to me contrary command- 
ment ere that time ; and I pray you send me 
your advice how ye will that we do against 
the next shire, which shall be the Monday 
next after Trinity Sunday, as frar calling upon 
the replevin that the beasts of Drayton were 
delivered by. 

Item, Richard Calle told me that ye desired 
to have Master Philip^s name, and his name 
is Philip Lypzate, and I sent you a letter by 
Henry Wilton*s man wherein I wrote Master 
Philip's name ; and in the same letter I wrote 
to you for Will. Lumnor; I pray you send 
me word if ye have it, and the blessed Trinity 
have you in his keeping. Written the Mon- 
day next after Ascension day.° 

By yours, Margaret Paston. 

Monday, 27th of May, 
1465. 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXXV.— (LV. vol. iv. p. 213.) 

This and the following letter, giving an account of the proceeding of the Duke of Suffolk's men at Hcylca- 
don, of their attempts there, and of the steps taken oy those m possession to oppose them, exhibit a true 
picture of the times, when the numerous fellowships of the great men, sometimes with and sometimes 
without the knowledge of their lords, attacked the smaller fellowships of their inferior neighbours, either 
on a pretence of having some title to their estates, or under colour of having warrants to apprehend them 
on civil suits, or on prosecutions for felonies;^. 

To my master, John Paston^ in haste. 



Pleaseth it your mastership to weet of the 

rule and disposition of the M Philip * 

and the bailiff of Cossey, with others of my 
liord of Suffolk's men, on Monday last past 
at afternoon {who) were at Heylesdon with the 
number of three hundred men for to have 
entered, notwithstanding they said they came 
not for to enter, but without doubt and (if) 
they had been strong enough for us they 
would have entered, and that we understand 
now ; but we knowing of their coming, and 
purveyed so for them, that we were strong 
enough ; we had sixty men within the place, 
and guns, and such ordnance, so that if they 
had set upon us they had been destroyed; 
and there my mistress* was within, and my 

» 5th or 6th of June. ' 9th of June. 

3 23rd of May. 

* This does not clearly point out the person. [Is 
it not the Philip Lipzaie whose name is given in the 
preceding letter ? We.are inclined to think, also, that 
the M. before Philip does not in this place stand 
for master, but for the place, probably manor, in 



master Sir John, and (he) hath gotten him 
as great worship for that day as any gentle- 
man might do, and so is it reported of the 
party and in all Norwich ; and my Lord of 
Norwich® sent tliither Master John Salett 
and Master John BuUeman for to treat, and 
so they did ; and the duke's men said they 
had a warrant for to attach John Daubeney, 
Wykes, Calle, Hunworth, and Blickling, 
and other, which they would have, and my 
master Sir John answered them and said that 
they were not within, and though we had 
been they should not have had them ; and so 
they desired one of our men, and so Nauntoii 
stood by my mistress and asked them whom 
they would have, and said if they would have 

which case the subsequent interpolation of who be»- 
comes unnecessary.] 

6 We have often seen Margaret Paston in the 
character of wife, mother, and friend, but tliis is the 
first time of her appearance as the governess of a 
fortress, for such this may now be called. 

*J Walter Lyhart, bishop of Norwich. 
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him he would go with them, and so he did, 
and on the next day they carried him forth to 
my Lord of Suffolk to Claxton, through 
Norwich, and there we liad found a remedy 
for him for to have let [hindered or stayed] 
him, and he would not, out needs go forth 
with them; but like a gentleman he was 
entreated amongst them. And Harleston de- 
sired at Heylesdon to spak with my master 
Sir John, and so he did, and said to him it 
were right well done that he rode to my Lord 
of Suffolk, and desired him in any wise that 
he should do so, and said that it was his duty 
so for to do, inasmuch as my lord was come 
to (^the) country, and that he would ride 
with him and bring him to my lord; and he 
answered and said to him, when that be 
understood that my lord were his father's good 
lord and his, that then he would see his lord- 
ship, and else he had none errand to him ; 
and so they departed ; and then appointment 
was taken that they should send home their 
men, and we should send home ours; and 
now my Lord of Suffolk's men come from 
Claxton to Norwich, and face us and fray 
upon us thus daily ; there fell upon me be- 
fore Swaine's door twelve of his men, eight of 
them in harness, and there they would have 
mischieved me, and the sheriff letted (hindered) 
hem and other, and they make their avaunt 
were [wherever'] that I may be gotten I should 
die, and so they lie in await for to mischief 
me, Daubeney, and Wykes ; and so I dare 
not ride out alone without a man with me ; 
and I understand there is coming an oyer 
{^and) determiner to inquire of all riots, and 
my Lord of Suffolk and Yelverton be com- 
missioners ; and so they say as many of us as 



can be taken shall be indicted and hanged 
forthwith ; and so the people here are dis- 
mayed with their rule, wherefore that it like 
you to send word how my mistress shall do 
at Heylesdon, and we in all other matters; 
and whether ye will that we fetch again the 
flock of Heylesdon, for they are now driven to 
Causton, and there go they on the heath ; and 
my Lord of Suffolk will be at Drayton on 
Lammas day, and keep the court there, 
wherefore ye must seek a remedy for it or else 
it will not do well. 

If my Lord of Norfolk ^ would come he 
should make all well, for they fear him above 
all things, for it is noised here that my Lord 
of Norfolk hath taken party in this matter, 
and aU the country is glad of it, saying that 
if he come they will wholly go with him. 

And me seemeth it were well done to move 
my lord in it though ye should give him the 
profits of Heylesdon and Drayton for the keep- 
ing, and some money beside ; for ye must 
seek some other remedy than ye do, or else in 
my conceit it shall go to tlie devil and be de- 
stroyed, and that in right short time, and 
therefore at the reverence of God take some 
appointment with Master Yelverton, and such 
as ye think should most hurt. 

I beseech you to pardon me of my Avriting, 
for I have pity to see the tribulation that my 
mistress hath here, and all your friends, &c. 

Almighty Jesu preserve and keep you. 
Written the Wednesday next Saint Thomas's 
a^y nth of Jubf), 

Your poor servant and beadsman, 

Richard Calle. 

Wednesday, 10th of July, 1465. 
b E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXXVI.-~(LVI. vol. iv. p. 219.) 

Margaret Paston in this letter in some measure continues the narrative of the riotous proceedings at Heyles- 
don and Norwich against her husband's servants and tenants by the retainers of the Duke of Suffolk ; she 
pathetically complains of her troubles both of body and mind, and gives an alarming account of her b&d 
state of health ; appearing, however, under all her misfortunes, the careful, tender, and amiable wife. 

To my right worshipful kutband, John Paston, in haste. 

Wykes, and Richard Calle, that wheresoever 
they may get them they shall die; and affrayg 



Right worshipful husband I recommend me 
to you, praying you heartily that ye will seek 
a mean that your servants may be in peace, for 
they be daily in fear of their lives ; the Duke 
of Suffolk's men threaten daily Daubeney, 



* John Mowlnray, Duke of Norfolk, whose favour, 
it appears here, must have been purchased at a high 
piice. 



190 



PASTON LETTEBS. 



have been made on Richard Calle this week, 
so that he was in great jeopardy at Norwich 
among them; and great affrays have been 
made upon me and my fellowship here on 
Monday last past, of which Richard Calle 
telleth me that he hath sent you word of in 
writing more plainly than I may do at this 
time, but I shall inform you more plainly 
hereafter. 

I suppose there shall be great labour against 
you and your servants at the assizes and 
sessions here, wherefore me seemeth, saving 
your better advice, it were well done that ye 
should speak with the justices ere they come 
here ; and if ye will that I complain to them 
or to any otiber, if Good (Gorf) fortune me 
life and health, I will do as ye advise me to 
do, for in good faith I have been simply en- 
treated among them, and what with sickness 
and trouble that I have had, I am brought 
right low and weak, but to my power I will 
do as I can or may in your matters. 

The Duke of Suffolk^ and both the 
duchesses shall come to Claxton tliis day, as I 
am informed, and this next week he shall be at 
Cossey ; whether he will come further hither- 
ward or not I wot not yet ; it is said that he 
should come hither, and yet his men said 
here on Monday that he claimed no title to 
this place. They said their coming was but 
to take out such riotous people as was here 
within this place, and such as were the king's 
felons, and indicted and outlawed men, never- 
theless tliey would show no warrants whereby 
to take none such, though there had been 



such here. I suppose if they might have 
come in peaceably they would have made 
another cause of dieir coming. 

When all was done and they should depart, 
Harleston and other desired me that I should 
come and see mine old lady, and sue to my 
lord, and if anything were amiss it should be 
amended. 

I said if I should sue for any remedy that 
I should sue further, and let the king and all 
the lords of this land to have knowledge what 
hath been done to us, if so were that ihe Duke 
would maintain that hath been done to us by 
his servants, if ye would give me leave. 

I pray you send me word if ye will that I 
make any complaint to the Duke or the 
Duchess, for as it is told me * they know not 
the plainness^ that hath been done in such 
things as hath been done in their names. "^ 

I should write much more to you but for 
lack of leisure. 

I commanded my master Tom this day to 
have come again by me from Norwich when 
he had spoken wUh Richard Calle, but he 
came not; I would he were quit of his in- 
dictment so that he were quit of your service, 
for by my truth I hold the place the more 
ungracious that he is in for his disposition in 
divers things, the which ye shall be informed 
of hereafter. 

The Trinity have you in keeping. Written 
the Friday next after Saint Thomas. 

By your Margaret Paston, 

Friday, 12th of July, 
1465. 5 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXXXVII.— (LVII. vol. iv. p. 225.) 

The ease and familiar style of this letter will not be displeasing to the reader ; perhaps he will smile at tlie par- 
ticular directions concerning J. Paston's hose, and his minute description of the hosier. 

To my mistress, Margaret Paston, be this delivered in haste at London, 

After all humble and most due recommen- 
dation, as lowly as I can, I beseech you of 

1 John de la Pole, Duke of SufiFolk, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Richaid Plantagenet, Duke 
of York, and sister of King Edward IV. The 
Duchess his mother, the relict of the late Duke 
of Suffolk, was daughter and heir of Thomas 
Chaucer, Esq., and was grand-daughter to that 
famous poet, Geoffry Chaucer. She med in 1475. 

^ It seems from her expressions here that this 
riotous fellowship had proceeded to these outrageous 



your blessing ; please it you to weet that I 
have sent to my father to have an answer of 

lengths without the Duke's knowledge, and that 
she appears to believe the report to be true. 
3 [In original pleynesse, — fulness or extent.] 
* [This is not the language or style of thought 
that would be used by a people accustomed to the 
oppression of an overpowering aristocracy. Dukes 
and Duchesses appear to weigh very little with 
Margaret Paston, while she fe^ conscious of her 
right.] 
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such matters as I have sent to him for in 
haste, of which matters the greatest of suhstance 
is for the manor of Cotton, beseeching you 
to remember him of the same matter that 
I may have an answer in the most hasty wise. 

Also I pray you that mine aunt Poynings 
may be desired to send me an answer of such 
matters ajs she woteth of by him that shall 
bring me an answer of the matter of Cotton. 

Also, mother, I beseech you that there may 
be purveyed some mean that I might have 
sent me home by the same messenger two 
pair of hose, one pair black and another pair 
of russet, which be ready made for me at the 
hosier's with the crooked back, next to the 
Black Friar's-gate within Ludgate; John 
Pampynge knoweth him well enough I sup- 
pose, and {if) the black hose be paid for he 
will send me the russet unpaid for ; I beseech 
you that this gear be not forgotten, for I have 



not an whole hose for to don ; I trow they 
shall cost both |>air 8«. 

My brother,* and my sister Anne,* and all 
the garrison of Heylesdon fare well, blessed be 
Go<5 and recommend them to you everych 
(every) one. 

I pray you visit the Rood of Northdoor and 
St. Saviour at Bermondsey,® among while ye 
abide (during your abode) in London, and let 
my sister Margery * go with you to pray to 
them that she may have a good husband ere 
she come home again : and now I pray you 
send us some tidings as ye were wont to com- 
mand me; and the Holy Trinity have you 
in keeping ; and my fair mistress of the Fleet. 
Written at Norwich, on Holy Rood day. 
Yoxa son and lowly servant, 

John Paston, the youngest. 

Norwich, Saturday, 
14th of September, 1465.5 E IV. 



LETTER CCXXXVIII.— (LVIII. vol. iv. p. 227.) 

We who fortunately live at a time of peace and domestic tranquillity, can scarcely believe the picture of savage 
manners here represented.: if the Duke of Suffolk were ignorant of, or did not even encourage such proceed- 
ings, it can hardly be supposed that his retainers dared to have done such mischief ; they certainly must 
know that what they did would not meet with their lord's displeasure. Their behaviour in the church is 
very extraordinary, as papists almost universally pay great respect not only to their priests, but to their 
places of public worship, esteeming them as sacred, and on no pretence to be violated or proftined. On the 
back of the original letter is written in an ancient hand, " A Lre concerning the extreme dealing of the Duke 
of Suff. at Haylesdon." [These cases of disputed right, and actions of ejectment, seem ever to Iiave been 
conducted with singular rudeness and barbarity. The scene here depicted, and which Fenn says we can 
scarcely believe, is by no means of un&equent occurrence at the present day in Ireland. The presence of the 
bailiffs of Eye and Stradbroke clearly shows that it was a legaJ, proceeding, though Margaret Paston calls 
it a robbery. All excesses of the acting agents are of course uniformly repudiated by their employers.] 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
to you ; please it you to weet that I was at 
Heylesdon upon Thursday last past, and saw 
the place there, and in good faith there will 
no creatiure think how foully and horribly 
it is arrayed * but if (unless) they saw it ; 
there cometh much people daily to wonder 
thereupon, both of Norwich and of other places, 
and they speak shamefully thereof; the Duke 
had by better than a thousand pound that it 
had never been done, and ye have the more 
good will of the people that it is so foully 
done ; and they made your tenants of Heyles- 

1 Sir John Paston. 

' Anne Paston, afterwards wife of W. Yelverton. 

■ The Abbey of Saint Saviour at Bermondsey, in 
Surrey, was founded in 1081, I5th William the Con- 
queror, by Alwin Child of London ; it was sur- 
rendered in 1589, 31 H. VIII. when it was pulled 



don and Drayton, with other, to help to break 
down the walls of the place and the lodge 
both, God knoweth full evil against their 
wills, but that they durst none other wise do 
for fear ; I have spoken with your tenants of 
Heylesdon and Drayton both, and put them 
in comfort as well as I can : the Duke's men 
ransacked the chinrch, and bare away all the 
good that was left there, both of ours and of 
the tenants, and left not so much but that they 
stood upon the high altar and ransacked the 
images, and took away such as they might 
find, and put ayray the parson out of the 

down, and a fair house built on the site by Sir Thomas 
Pope, knight. 

^ Mai^ry Paston, she afterwards married Richard 
Culle. 

^ [ In original arayed, doubtlessly for harried or her> 
ried — damaged or destroyed.] 
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church till they had done; and ransacked 
every man's house in the town five or six 
times ; and the chief masters of robbing was 
the bailiff of Eye, the bailiff of Stradbrook, 
Thomas Slyford, and Porter; and Slyford 
was the chief robber of the church, and he 
hath most of the robbery next the bailiff of 
Eye; and as for lead, brass, pewter, iron, L 
doors, gates, and other stuff of the house, men 
of Cossey and Cawston have it, and that th^ 
might not carry they have hewn asunder in 
the most despiteous wise. If it might be 
I would some men of worship might be sent 
from the king to see how it is bo& there and 
at the Lodge, ere than any snows^ come, that 
they may make report of the truth, else it shall 
not mowe be seen so plainly as it may now ; 
and at the reverence of God speed your mat- 
ters now, for it is too horrible a cost and 
trouble that we have now daily, and must have 
till it be otherwise ; and your men dare not go 
about to gather up your livelihood, and we 
keep here daily more than thirty persons for 
savation of us and the place, for in very truth 
and (if) the place had not been kept strong 
the Duke had come hither. 



Arblaster thinketh verily that Hugh a Fenn 
may do much in your matters, andhetfiinketh 
he will do for you faithfully if ye will, &c. 

At the reverence of God, if any worshipful 
and profitable mean may be takea in your 
matters, forsake it not in eschewing of our 
trouble and great costs and charges that we 
have, and may grow hereafter; it is thought 
here that if my Lord of Norfolk would take 
upon him for you, and that he may have a 
commission for to inquire of such riots and 
robberies as hath been done to you and other 
in this country, that then all the country will 
await u}X>n him and serve your intent, for 
the people loveth and dreadethhim more than 
any other lord, except the king and my Lord 
of Warwick, &c. 

Grod have you in his keeping, and send us 
good tidings from you. Written in haste, 
upon the Simday Saint Simon and Jude a 
even. By yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Sanday, 
27th of October. 1465. 
5 E IV. 



LETTER CCXXXIX.— (LIX. vol. iv. p. 233.) 

Then* is no direction to tliis letter, but tlie line which precedes it is written in an ancient hand upon the ^k 
of it. The first imprisonment of John Fasten was in consequence of a writ of trespass brought against him 
bv WiUiam Jenny, Esq., seijeant-at-law, in Easter Term, 4 E. IV. 1464, when the issue being found for 
tlie plaintiff, a cap'ias pn> fine was awarded for the king ; Paston absconded, and the exigent was awarded and 
diiwtetl to the shoriflF of Suffolk, and he was called at four county- courts ; but before the fifth he surrendered 
himself and was committed to the Fleet. The second was in 1465, upon a vile suggestion that he was a 
bondsman of the king. lie died in London the 26th of May, 1466, and was buried in the Priory of Brom- 
holm, in Norfolk. 

A letter to John Paston, Esq.j/rom his wife, showing his imprisonment in the Fleet. 

he had knowledge for very truth that ye were 
delivered out of the Fleet ; and that Howard 



Right worshipful husband I recommend me 
to you : please it you to weet that I received 
your letter that ye sent me by John Holme 
on We<lnesday last past, and also I received 
another letter on Friday at night that ye sent 
me by Nicholas Newman's man, of the which 
letters I thank you, for I should else have 
thought that it had been worse with you 
than it hath been or shall be, by the grace of 
Almighty God, and yet I could not be merry 
since I had the last letter, till this day that 
the mayor sent to me, and sent me word that 

' If we may judge from the mention of snow here, 
the winters began earlier at this period tlian at the 
present seasons, we having verv rarely now anv con- 
siderable fall of snow before Christmas. 



was committed to ward for divers great com- 
plaints that were made to the king of him ; 
it was talked in Norwich and in divers other 
places in the country on Satmrday last past 
that ye were committed to the Fleet, and in 
good faith, as I have heard say, the people 
was right sorry thereof, both of Norwich and 
in the country, ye are right much bound to 
thank God, and all those that love you, that 
ye have so great love of the people as yc liave ; 
ve are much beholden to the mayor,-^ and to 



2 Thomas Ellis was Mayor of Norwich in 1460, and 
again in 1465. 
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Gilbert,* and to divers others of the aldermen, 
for faithfully they owe you good will to their 
powers. 

I have spoken with Sir Thomas Howes for 
such things as ye wrote to me for, and he pro- 
mised me that he should labour it after your 
intent as fast as he could, and in good faith, 
as my brother and Playters can tell you, as 
by his saying to us he is and will be faithful 
to you ; and as for William Worcester he 
hath been set so upon the hone,* what by the 
parson and by others, as my brother and 
Playters shall tell you, that they hope he will 
do well enough ; the parson said right well 
and plainly to him. The parson told me that 
he had spoken with Sir William Chamber- 
lay n, and with his wife, and he thinketh that 
they will do well enough after your intent so 
that they be pleasantly entreated ; and the 
parson told me that he wist well that Sir 
William Chamberlajrn could do more ease 
in such matters as ye wrote of touching my 
Lord of Bedford than any man could do that 
liveth at this day ; also he told me that he 
felt by them that they would owe you right 
good will, so that ye would owe them good 
will ; the parson hopeth verily to make you 
accorded when he cometli to London. 

Item, my brother and Playters were with 
Calthorpe to inquire of the matter that ye 
wrote to me of, what answer he gave them 
they shall tell you; I sent the parson of 
Heylesdon® to Gumey * to speak to him of the 
same matter, and he saith faithfully there 
was no such thing desired of him, and though 
it had been desired, he would neither have 
said nor done against you ; he said he had 
ever found you loving and faithful to him, 
and so he said he would be to you io his power, 
and desiring me that I would not thiulc him 
the contrary. 

As for John Gros he is at Sloley, therefore 
he might not be spoken with. 

1 John Gilbert had been mayor in 1459 and in 
1464. He died in 1472. 

^ This expression is taken from setting a razor, and 
means that he had been talked to not only in a smooth, 
but likewise in a sharp and severe manner. 

' Thomas Hert was instituted to the rectory of 
Heylesdon in 1448. 

* Thomas Gumey, of Norwich, Esq., died in 1471 . 



I pray you that ye will send me word whe- 
ther ye will that I shall remove from hence, 
for it beginneth to wax a cold abiding here. 
Sir Thomas Howes and John Russ shall make 
an end of all things after your intent, as much 
as they can do therein this week, and he 
proposeth to come forwards to you on the 
Monday next after St. Leonard's day. 

My brother and Playters should have been 
with you ere this time, but that they would 
abide till this day were past, because of the 
shire. I spoke to my brother William as ye 
bade me, and he told me, so God him help, 
that he hired two horses two days before that 
ye rode that he might have ridden forth with 
you ; and because that, ye spoke not to him 
to ride with you, he said that he wend ye 
would * have had him with you. 

Thomas® Fastolf's mother was here on 
the next day after ye were ridden, to have 
spoken with you for her son, he (and) she 
prayeth you at the reverence of God that ye 
will be his good master, and to help him in 
his right, that he may have home his liveli- 
hood out of their hands that have it in his 
nonage ; she saith that they would make him 
a year younger than he is, but she saith that 
he is more than twenty-one, and upon that she 
dare take an oath. 

And the blessed Trinity have you in his 
keeping, and send you good speed in all your 
matters, and send ye victory of all your 
enemies. Written in haste, on Soulmas^ 
day. 

By yours, 

Margaret Paston. 

Soulmas day, 
2d of November, 1465. 5 E. IV. 

s The word not seems here to have been omitted in 
the original letter. [In the original " he seyd yt he 
woud ye wold have had hym wt y ow.' ' Meaning we 
think— and beciiuse you did not ask him to ride with 
you, he had said that he thought or wished ye would 
have had him with you.] 

* I am not certain in what degree of relationship 
this Thomas Fastolf stood to Sir John Fastolf ; he 
was, I believe, a cousin, and a Suffolk branch of the 
Fastolf family, as a Thomas Fastolf resided near 
Ipswich in 1474. See I^etter Ixx. p. 54. 

' All-souls, otherwise Soulmas day, 2d of No- 
vember. 
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LETTER CCXL.— (LX. vol. \v. p. 241.) 

John Wynondhun, Eiq., the writer of this letter, married Margery, the daughter of Sir Robert Clifton, 
knight, of DenTer, in Norfolk, and widow of bir Edward Hayings, of Elsing. knight ; he therefore calls 
Wr " my lady.** He died in 1475. He porchmsed the manor and estate at Felbrigge of the trustees of 
Six Simon Felbrigge. where be had resided : but once in his absence Sir John FelOTigge made a foinfale 
entry, and drasging out his lady by the hair of her head (who hail locked herself up in a chamber to keep 
possession), got into possession, and retained it tfll Wymoudham obtained the king's order to Thomas 
jfontgomery. Esq., high-flherifT of the county, to put him again into possession. The dispute was dien 
settled with' Sir John Felbrigge, and ui>on Wymondham's paying to him two hundred marks (133/. 6«. BdJ) 
he released all claims. &c. This letter seems to have been written during the time that he was dispoaaeaed 
of Felbrigge, and which must have been either before the year 1<161 or 1466. those being the years in whidi 
Sir Thomas Montgomery was sheriff of Norfolk ; and as J. Paston at this time seems to have been vmda 
misfortau 
the letter 



misfortaues, it was probably near die latter ^rear. I have therefore ventured, though doubtfully, to date 
in 1465. This leUer is curious, as it aoqaainta us with the ordinary and plain manners of die 



To my worthipjktl cousin, John Pastoii. 



Right worshipful couaixi, I commend me to 
Toa ; and f<»a8mach as there was a child 
dead at Astlev's. and another like to be dead 
in the same place, what time that I rode out 
aboat my little lirelihood, my lady and I 
bodi thought pity on my mistress your wife 
to see her abide there, and desired her to 
come to my poor house unto such time as 
ye should a be otherwise avised (provided), 
which if it please you I am right well apayed 
(eomtemied). 

Sythen (timeeS I undflstand by my lady 
that ve desire to know whether that I should 
abide here still or not: as to that I have 
none other place that I would abide at, and 
niv ladv saith how she is advised to end her 
life here : also slie saith how ye desire to have 
a stablo within my place : and as to that, a 
iaitlu Sir. I liave none but that must needs 
ser\e for niv wix>d : as for a chamber ve shall 
have one for your men all ready; and as 

Nor>vich. 
0th of No\omW'r, 1465. 
5 L. IV. 



touching a stable Sir John Sparham and I 
have gotten you one there (where) your horse 
stood the last time ye were in this town, and 
an house to lay in hay and straw, and cost 
you not (nothing) but making of a rack and 
a manger, and more to your ease there than 
here ; and if ye will that it be made ready 
for you, send word by the bringer of this 
letter. And, cousin, as touching to payment, 
I cannot say how ye shall be pleased with 
my poor fare, but after that ye are come home 
and are acquainted therewith, we shall so 

j accord as shall be pleasure to us both ; with 
the grace of God, which have (you) in his 

j blessed governance, and send you your mo- 

' ther's blessing. 

I Written at Norwich, on Saint Martin's even. 

I Your poor cousin and friend, 

J. Wymondham. 
And how that ever ye do, hold up your 
manship. 






/ 




LETTER CCXLI.— (LXl, vol. iv. p. 243.) 

I hnve jjivon this letter to show the estimation that John Paston's assistance was held in; for the present of 
«u huiulrtHl marks to s^'cure his friendship was a verN- large sum in these days. From fliis letter we arc 
liko\viA> iUH)naiuttHl with the lUsimtes subsisting between Felbrigge and Wvmondham. Tlie date cannot 
W rloiuly asivrtniued. but I have placed it in the January after J. Wvmondham's letter, but whether rightly 
or nut 1 cannot say. 

To my cousin^ Paston, be this delivered in haste. 
Right reverend and worshipful cousin, I your welfare, the which the Almighty Jesu 



commend me unto you, desiring to hear of 



preserve to his pleasaunce, and to your own 
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hearths desires; furthermore, and if it please 
your gentleness to be my .trusty friend, as my 
full trust is in you, as for such matters as iL« 
bringer of this letter shall inform you, and be 
effectually my friend and bring it about, and 
by my truth I shall give you an hundred 
marks (66/. 13«. id.) for your labour; for in 
truth I am afraid that Robert Raddiff hath 
deceived me, for he laboured to me daily by 
my lord's commandment of Warwick, and 
brought with him Illingworth and other of 
my lord's counsel, and saw my evidences; 
and so we stood upon appointment, and I for 
to have had an answer sent to Felbngge Hall, 
and if ne had been (if it had not been) for 
defending of my lord's lordship, I might 
have had my money for my right ere I came 
out of London, as my man shall inform you ; 
for in truth I must now make a shift, for 
Wymondham hath sold his right, and rather 
than it should go that way too I had lever 
(rather) my lord had it two hundred marks 



(133/. 68, 8e/.) within the price that I granted 
it last, and therefore I beseech you to labour 
to my lord that I may have an answer. And 
these many towns ^ belongeth thereto (name/y), 
Felbrigge, Aylmerton, Runton, Colby, Bau- 
ningham, Ingworth, Sturston, besides hamlets. 
No more to you at this tune, but the Holy 
Trinity have you in his keeping. Written at 
Felbrigge, the Monday after Saint Agnes's 
day. By your cousin, 

John Felbrigge. 

Felbrigge, Monday, 27th of 
January, 14G5. 5 £. IV. 




LETTER CCXLIL— (LXII. vol. iv. p. 247.) 

Though this letter contains nothing very curious, yet the easy style of it. and the news of the day which It 
announces to Sir J. Faston, make it worthy the reader's notice. His father's unkindness is likewise just 
hinted. This writer had an appointment in the household of Edward IV., and it may be supposed, tcom. 
the concluding part of this letter, that Sir John Paston belonged to it likewise. 

Unto the right worshipful master, Sir John Paston, Knight, be this letter delivered. 



Right worshipful and my especial good 
master, I recommend me unto your good 
mastership, letting you weet that the bearer 
hereof told me tliat ye had great marvel that 
I send to you no word nor letter of answer of 
the letters that ye had sent to me to London ; 
as for one letter ye sent to me by Richard 
Playters' man, and thereof I sent you an an- 
swer in a letter by a man of the Prior of 
Bromholm, and as for other letters there came 
no more to me but that one. 

Item, Master Flemming looketh daily for 
his horse, and at every time that I meet with 
him he asketh of me when his horse should 
come, and when I heard any word from you ; 
wherefore I pray you send me word in a letter 
liow he shaU be answered, and if the horse 
shall come let me know when, for and (if) he 
had not trusted thereupon he would have pur- 
veyed him in another place, &c. 

Item, John Oter is not yet paid, but as I 



suppose it shall not be long to till he have it, 
for he hath spoken to my master your father 
again therefore; and as for Gilmyn he hath 
not spoken to my master as yet, &c. 

Item, I trust he will be your good father, 
for JcHm Say hath told him plainly of his 
demeaning against you, and told him that he 
had the less favour for your sake, &c. 

Item, the Earl of Arundel's son' hath 
wedded the queen's sister. 

Item, the Lord Lovel's son^ hath wedded 
my Lady Filzhugh's daughter, &c. 

I I suppose this refers to manorial rights extending 
into these towns [or townships] , &c. 

3 Thomas Fitz Alan, Lord Maltravers, eldest son 
of William Fitz Alan, Earl of Arundel, married 
Margaret, second daughter of Bichard Widville, Earl 
Rivers, and sister to Elizabeth, queen of Edward IV. 
He succeeded his father as Earl of Arundel iu 1487. 
3 H. VII., and died in 1524. 16 H. VIII. 

3 Francis Level, son and heir to John Lord Lovel, 
married Anne, daughter of Henry Lord Fitz Hugh. 

O 2 
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Item, Jenney desireth a treaty with my 
master, aiid spake to my master thereof him- 
self in Westminster Hall. 

Item, all fellows in the king's house fareth 
well, and would have you there. No more 

London, Monday, 17th of 
February', 1465. 5 E. IV. 



to you at this time, but the Holy Trinity 
have you (in) keeping. Written at London, 
the Monday next after Saint Valentine. 

Your servant, 

John Wykes. 



LETTER CCXLllI.— (LXIII. vol. iv. p. 25 1.) 

We here find that John Faston was one of the counsel to John Mowbray, the last Duke of Norfolk of that 
name ; and that r^ular summonses were sent to those in this confidential station when any matters of 
importance arose on which their deliberations and advice became necessary ; this summons appears to be 
on some very material business, which most orobably required secresy as the purport of it was not commu- 
nicated, but deferred till he should be arrived at Framlingfaam. 

To our right trusty and entire^ well-beloved servant, John Paston, the elder. 



The Duke of Norfolk. 
Right trusty and entirely well-beloved ser- 
vant, we greet you heartily well, and specially 
praying you that ye will be with us at Fram- 
iingham on Sunday next coming, that we 
may commune with you there, and have 
your sad (serious) advice in such matters as 
concemeth greatly to our weal, which shall 
be ministered (made known) unto you at your 
coming. 



Praying you that ye fail not hereof, as our 
special trust is in you ; and our Lord preserve 
you in his keeping. 

Written at Framlingham, the 31st day of 
August. 

Norfolk. 
Framlingham, 31st of 
Auguiit, before 1466. 
6 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXLIV.— (I. Appendix, vol. ii. p. 289.) 

The tidings contained in this letter Margaret Paston thought of sufiicient conseauence, as her son a])pearB 
to have been on his way to join these forces, to send in a letter to her husband, though she had left him 
only that day. This letter was written before 1466, for in that year her husband, J. Faston, died. 

To my right worshipful husband, John Paston, be this delivered in haste. 



PLEASETHyou to wcet, that John Welles and 
his brother told me this night that the kinglay 
at Cambridge as yesternight, to Sandwich 
ward for there is great division betwixt the lords 
and the shipmen there that causeth him to go 
thither to see a remedy therefore. 

I thank God that John Paston went not 
earlier forth, for I trust to God all shall be 

He very soon succeeded his father as Lord Lovel, and 
was afterwards created Viscount Lovel. This noble- 
man was lord chamberlain to Richard III., whom he 
attended at Bosworth Field, and was killed at the 
battle of Stoke in 1487, 2 H. VII. [He was the 
*' Lovel our dog," of the rhyme, — 

** The cat, the rat, and Lovel our dog. 
Rule all England utider the hog." 

Alluding to Catesby, Ratcliffe, and Richard Ill.'s 
•ognizance of a white boar.] 



done ere he cometh ; and it is told me that 
Sir John Howard is like to lose his head. 

If it please you to send to the said Welles, 
he shall send you more tidings than I may 
write at this time. 

God have you in his keeping. 

Written in haste at Thetford, at 11 of the 
clock in the night the same day I departed 
fro you. 

I thank Pampynge of his good will, and 
them that were cause of changing of my 
horse ; for they did me a better turn than I 
weend they had done, and I shall acquit 
(requite) them another day and I may. 

By your Margaret Paston. 

Tlietford, before 1466. 
6 E. IV. 
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LETTER CCXLV,— (LXIV. vol. iv. p. 253.) 

This and the' following letter were writteu by Roger Taverham. a descendant of a family of that name, 
long before this time seated at Taverham in Norfolk. He was now resident at Salisbury, and was going 
on a pilgrimage to Rome and other holy places, with an intention never to return to England. The style 
and speUing of the letters come near to those of modem times. The methods then in use by which pro- 
perty was conveyed are here fully related, and are matters worthy of attention of the lawyer and anti- 
quary, and on that account I have thought the contents of these letters worth preserving. The letters 
seem written from the heart, and express the gratitude of one who in his youth had receivMl countenance 
and protection from the person to whom he now wishes to return the obUgations he thought due to him. 
It does not appear with what lord he now dwelt at Salisbury. 

To my reverend and most'betmsted master, John Paston, Esq.y dwelling in the Inner Temple, 

be this delivered. 



Right reverend and most betrusted master, 
I recommend me in the most lowly wise 
unto your good and proved mastership, and 
desiring many days to hear of your welfare, 
which I beseech God increase unto his 
pleasaunce and unto the prosperity and wel- 
fare of your person and of all yours. And I 
beseech you of the good continuance of your 
mastership at divers times before this writing 
showed unto me ; and. Sir, there is none man 
alive that I trust more to than I do unto you, 
and I am your beadsman, and so shall 
remain by the grace of God all the days of 
mine life ; and, Sir, I suppose I shall never 
see you no more, nor none of mine friends, 
which is to me the greatest lamentation that 
might'come unto mine heart, for. Sir, by the 
grace of God I shall go to Rome, and into 
other holy places, to spend mine days of this 
present life in the service of God ; for I had 
lever^ (rather) live in great tribulation in 
the service of God in this present life, than 
for to follow the wretchedness of this world. 

And, Sir, of one thing I beseech specially 
your good mastership, that ye will show 
yovir good mastership unto my father in time 
of his need, and that ye will recommend me 
in the most lowly wise with all reverence 
unto his good fatherhood, beseeching him 
that he will give me every day, during the 
days of his life, his paternal blessing ; and I 
have marvel san (since) that I have written 
so many letters unto him before this time 
that I had never none letter again, which is 
to me the greatest lamentation that ever came 



^ [This word is the Gferman Ueher — ratlier, and is 
still used, though probably become a vulgarism, in 
the phrase •* I had as lief."] 



to my heart; and now knowing that I shall 
never see him more, nor you, nor none other 
of mine friends, marvel ye not that sorrow 
is imprended (impressed) in mine heart. 

But, reverend master, mine singular trust 
remaineth now in your person, for, Sir, and 
(if) it please you, I must needs write unto your 
good mastership, in the which my most trust 
remaineth ; for. Sir, and (if) it please you, 
as for mine inheritance and other things 
which should come to me after the death of 
my father, whose life God preserve to his 
long pleasaunce ! knowing that I shall never 
come there, I had lever that by your good 
advice that ye would take it unto you, for 
I had lever that ye had it rather than any 
person in the world during my life, with aU. 
the profits thereof, and if that ye will make 
as good evidences (title) for you in that part 
as ye can, and I shall seal them ; and as to 
you seemeth best, and in the most secret 
wise, rule you in Ais matter. 

And, Sir, 1 beseech you to recommend me 
in the most lowly wise to mine reverend 
master William Lumnor, saying him (telling 
him) that I am and shall be his perpetual 
beadsman, and as ye think best ye may tell 
him of all these matters; and. Sir, I beseech 
you to recommend me with all reverence unto 
my mistress your wife, and to all other 
masters and friends there ; and for that ye 
will thank the bringer of this letter which 
hath been in my great tribulation my good 
friend; and. Sir, when ye speak with my 
father recommend me unto him with all 
reverence, and say unto him I shall send him 
a letter in all haste possible. 

And, Sir, as for this matter demean you as 
ye will, and I shall do your pleasaunce as 
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much as in me is; and, reverend master, 
remit me some letter by the bringer hereof 
of all these matters, for he dwelleth with my 
lord , and he is right much betrusted, for I 
know well he will give attendance unto you 
for to have some letter from you ; for. Sir, 
it shall not be long ere that I go to Rome 
by the grace of God ; and as soon as I have 
a letter from you at this time I shall send 
you another again. 



No more at this time, but the Holy Trinity 
Iiave you in his blessed keeping. Written at 
Sarum, the Monday after Midsummer day. 
And let these matters be kept secret by your 
best advice. 

By your poor Servant, 

Roger Tavebbam. 

Salisbury, Monday. June, 
before 1466. 6 £. IV. 



LETTER CCXLVI.— (LXV. vol. iv. p. 259.) 

[This letter U from the same person as the last, and is remarkable as showing tliat the heir of a 
considerable landed estate could live in England, aud write many letters to liis father, without receiving 
intelligence that he had been dead " long tyme passed."] 

To my right worshipful master, John Potion, Esq., be this letter delivered. 



Right worshipful master, I recommend me 
unto your mastership, and I thank your 
mastership that it pleased your mastership 
to send me word again of my letter that 
I sent you by the bringer hereof. Sir, as 
I am informed ye sent me word how that 
my father was dead long time passed, and 
also ye desired to know my title of right; 
Sir, I am very heir by the decease of my 
father to a place called Keswick, in Taver- 
ham, with all the appurtenances, and tliat 
Cometh by inheritance and descent to me, 
for I am the elder and heir; and though 
my Lord Cromwell ^ hath taken Thomas 
Taverham, my younger brother, as ward for 
the same inheritance, that maketh no matter 
to me, insomuch (as) 1 am elder brother ; 
wherefore I beseech you to send me a letter 
of attorney, made to you in my name, in tlie 
strongest wise that ye can, for to enter into 
the same livelihood, and 1 shall asseal that, 
and then I shall do my 8er\'ice and fealty to 
the said Lord Cromwell in all things as by 
the tenure of the same livelihood of old time 
ought to be done ; and herein I know well 
the king shall cause my Lord Cromwell to 
do me both law and right ; and also my 
Lord Chancellor, with other lords divers 
shall do the same ; and, Sir, I beseech your 
mastership to do and to take possession in the 

^ Humijhry Bourchier Lord Cromwell, so created 
in 1461. 



said place with the appurtenances in short 
time, for losing' of the rent this year passed. 

And, Sir, as for the place of Attlebridge that 
my mo4her-in-law now dwelleth in, Sir, your 
mastership shall right not attempt there now 
in, for my Lord of Warwick* hath seen how 
the same place was given me by testamenl^ 
by Sir Roger Dalling, after the decease of 
my father, which is ready to be showed ; and 
thereupon my Lord of Warwick hath com- 
manded certain gentlemen to enter in tlie same 
place, and your mastership had been- moved 
therein ere this, but for cause tliat ye love 
well Lumnor,** and that my mother-in-law is 
his sister; but I know well it will cost three 
hundred pornids but tliat she shall be dis- 
possessed of that place in short time ; and, 
master, how ye will be ruled in the said place 
of Keswick I beseech you to send me word, 
as my singular trust is in you, for and (if) 
ye would not take possession in tlie said 
place, my Lord Wenlock* would have that 
full fain, for all the country knoweth that 
while I live I am heir and none other, and 
therefore 1 beseech you in all haste send me 

2 [In order not to lose.] 

3 Kichard Nevile, Earl of Warwick. 

* William Lumnor, of Mannington, in Norfolk. 

* John Wenlock was created Baron Wenlock in 
1461, by Edward IV., but he afterwards left the York 
party, and joined that of Lancaster; he was cleft 
do^-n with a battle-axe by the Duke of Somerset, 
for not coming up in time at the battle of Tewkes- 
bury, in 147 1> whereby that battle was lost. 
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wwd by the bringer hereof in haste, quia 
mora trahit periculum, and, Sir, I would come 
(cmcT) speak with you ; I am sick and may 
not go ; but tell the bringer hereof all your 
intent, for my life during I had lever (rather) 

July, before 1466. 
6E.1V. 



that ye had that place for one penny than 
another man though he would give me much 
money, for your mastership showed to me in 
my young age, and God keep you, &c. 
Your chaplain, Roger Taverham. 



"S! 



i((a.v»^ ^t^ 



f^JUt^j^OAvJ 



LETTER CCXLVII.— (LXVI. vol. iv. p. 263.) 

This appears not to have been the first letter which J. Paston had received relative to the behaviour of his 
cousin Mary. It seems by it that she liad happened of an accident too common in our age, but which, in 
the times here treated of, was looked upon as disgraceful in a high degree, not only to the person but liktt- 
wise to her family and friends. I wish the sliame of it was more attended to now than it is, as that would 
perhaps prevent the ruin of many young people of both sexes ; and in most cases of this kind the female, 
for the first offence, is generally entitled to our pity, however al)andonod she may become afterwards. I 
am sorry, as an acting magistrate, to say that licentiousness in this respect is an increasing evil, affecting 
not only the morals of the lower classes in an amazing degree, but adding considerably to the already 
enormous burden of the poor rates. [It is not ejxsy to say what Sir .John here desires. He says he wishes 
"the shame of it was more attended to than it now is," but adds, "the female, for the first offence, is 
generally entitled to our pity." We doubt the correctness of his experience as an " acting magistrate," as 
to licentiousness being an increasing evil ; but the recent alteration in the poor laws has no doubt afforded 
a great correction of the evil, whatever it was. We believe also that the " disgrace" in a resi)ectahle family Is 
felt as acutely now, if not more acutely, than ever; the result of .an iiicreascd delicacy of feeling arising 
Arom a more extended and better education.] 

Be this delivered to Master John Paston, 



I RECOMMEND me unto you as unknown; 
and as for the writing I send unto you, the 
cause why it was not endorsed was. for the 
bearer thereof knew you well enough, and as 
for your cousin Mary she is no longer with 
us, as upon Saint Mattliew's even she de- 
parted from me and went to Audrey Crox- 
ton ; and she told me that ye would pay for 
her board there ; but one thing I let you know, 
she hath demeaned her full simply, both for 
your worship and also for her own; there 
is but few within our place but they know 
how it is with her, and all by her own 



business of her tongue. And (if) I had 
known as much at the beginning as I have 
done since, I would not have dealt in the 
matter not for forty pounds, for I wis she is 
nothing so sad [serious] as I would she were. 
No more to you at this time, but the Holy 
Ghost have you in his keeping and send you 
your heart's ease ; I pray you heartily I may 
speak with you. B. D. M. S. 

No exact date of the year can be afBxcd 
to this letter, which appears to have 
been written in September or October, 
before 1466. 6 £. IV. 



LETTER CCXLVm.— (LXVIL vol. iv. p. 265.) 

I have given this letter to show the very great repute in which the liquor here mentioned was held at this 
time : Sir John Paston's observations to prove it genuine mauifestthe esteem in which it stood as a cordial. 
Geane, Gin, or Geneva (if that be the thing here meant), is a compound water, procured flrom the berries 
of the Juniper, distilled with brandy or malt spirits, and was for many years drank in improper quantities 
by the lower order of people in this kingdom, and attended with very pernicious effects ; as a medicine it 
has now it* uses. In a letter which I have examined since I copied the above, I find the following order ; 
— " I prey yow send me by the next man that comyth fro London ij pottys of tryacle of lenue, they shall 
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cost xy)^.*' I believe I am mistaken, therefore, in calling the medicine mentioned in this letter Gin or 
Geneva ; it seems from this last extract to be treacle of Genoa, a city in Italy, from whence various drugs and 
medicines are imported. This letter has no date, and the subscribing signature is torn off; it was, how- 
ever, written by Sir John Paston to his mother in the reign of Edward IV. [The last explanation seems 
the true one ; uiey would hardly send Geneva in treacle pots, nor in so very small a quantity, nor through 
an apothecary. It was more probably a medicated treacle.] 

To Mistress Margaret Paston, he this delivered. 



Please it you to weet that I send you by 
Barker, Ihe bearer hereof,* three treacle pots of 
Geane as my apothecary sweareth unto me, 
and moreover that they were never undone 
since they came from Geane, whereof ye 
shall take as many as pleaseth you, never- 
theless my brother John sent to me for two, 
therefore I must beseech you that he may 
have at the least one ; there is one pot that is 
marked under the bottom two times, with 
these letters M. P., which pot I have best 
trust unto, and next him to the wryghe {<(, 



twisted) pot, and I mistrust most the pot that 
hath a krott (ji . a crack, or piece chipt off) 
above on the top, lest that he hath been un^ 
done ; and also the other two pots be printed 
with the merchant's mark two times on the 
covering, and that other pot is but once 
marked but with one print ; notwithstanding 
I had like oath and promise for one as well 
as for all. 



John Paston. 



Between 1460 and 1470. 
land 10 E.IV. 
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PASTON LETTERS. 



EDWARD IV.— 1460 to 1483. 



LETTER CCXLIX.— (LXVIII. vol. iv. p. 267.) 

I have given this letter to show the great desire which the relations and other connexions of a deceased man 
of proper^ alwavs expressed to get possession of his estites, in prejudice to the minor and widow, and of 
the steps they took to obtain it. This letter likewise makes us acquainted with the process the Udy wished 
to pursue, through the means of Sir John Paston, to regain her property. Elizabeth Poynings, the writer 
of this letter, and the daughter of John Paston, married Robert Poyuings, a younger son of Robert Lorrl 
Poynings, by whom she had her son Edward here mentioned. He was Lord Deputy of Ireland, and 
during his administration in 1494, 10 H. VII., those statutes called Poyniugs* Laws were passed, by which 
the xx)wer of the Irish parliament was restrained, and their Acts subjected to the revisal of the I^ivy 
Council of England. He died of a pestilential fever in 1538, 14 H. VlII., aged about sixty-two years. 
These, with other Acts enacting the dependency of Ireland on this kingdom, were repealed in 1785, 25 
Geo. III. [We need hardly point out Feun's magical deduction of " always" drawn from this single letter. 
We believe there is no want of alacrity shown even now by the relations and connexions of a deceased 
man of property in taking advantage of any point of law in their fiivoux.] 

To the toorskip/ui Sir John Paston, Knight, be this delivered in haste. 



WoBSHiPFUL and with all mine heart entirely 
well-beloved nephew, I recommend me to 
you, desiring to near of your prosperity and 
welfare, which I pray Almighty God main- 
tain and increase to his pleasure and your 
heart's desire, thanking God of your amending 
and health. Furthermore certifying you that 
Sir Robert Fynes * hath done great hurt in 
the livelihood which pertained to my husband 
and me in the shire of Kent, wherein William 
Keene and other persons are enfeoflfed, and 
greatly troubleth it, and receiveth the issues 
and profits of great part of them, and as of 
my said husband's livelihood as well in the 
same shire as in other shires. 

Beside mine jointure my said husband, 
when he departed towards the field of St. 
Alban's, made and ordained his will that I 
should have the rule of all his livelihood, 
and of Edward his son and mine, and to take 
the issues and profits of the said livelihood to 
the finding of his and mine said son, to pay 
his debts, and to keep the right and title of 
the same livelihood, which I might not ac- 



1 This was a knightly family, of great wortli and 
worship, and a branch of it became Barons Dacre 
of Gillesland. 
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cordingly occupy for Sir Edward Poynings 
mine said husbands brother; and so, since 
my said husband s departing, I assigned that 
the said Sir Edward for certain years should 
have and take the revenues of the manors of 
Westwood, Eastwell, Loneland, Horsemonden, 
Totiugdon, Eccles, Standon, and Combesden, 
parcel of the said livelihood, which are clearly 
yearly worth 76/. I3s, id., to the intent that 
the said Sir Edward should pay mine 
husband's debts, for he would not suffer 
me to be in rest without that he might have 
a rule in the livelihood ; and after the said 
assignment made, the said Robert Fynes, 
contrary to truth, and without cause of right, 
interrupted me and the said Sir Edward, as 
well of and in the said manors as of other 
manors underwritten, whereupon the same 
Sir Edward sued unto tlie king's highness, 
and had the king's honourable letters under 
his signet directed to the said Sir Robert 
Fynes, the tenour whereof I send unto you 
herein enclosed; and as for residue of the 
livelihood of mine »iid husband's and mine 
within the same shire of Kent, wherein the 
said William Keene and other are enfeoffed, 
that is to say, the manors of Tyrlingham, 
Wolverton, Halton, NewingtDii, Bartram, 
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Rokesley and Northcray, with the appur- 
tenances, I of them, by mine said husband^s 
will, should have residue, and take the issues 
and profits of them, contrary to right and 
conscience taking away my rieht, and break- 
ing my said husband's will, me said Robert 
Fynes hath done great waste and hurt there, 
and long time hath taken up the revenues 
and profits of the same, where thorough I 
have not my right, and the said will may 
not be performed. 

Wherefore I heartily pray you that ye will 
labour unto the king*s highness diat it liketh 
him (to) address his honourable letters to be 
directed to the said Robert Fynes, discharging 
him utterly of the menurance, occupation, 
and receipt of the revenues of the said manors 
of T3rrliugham and other, according to the 
tenour of die letters laboured by Sir Edward, 
for the manors assigned to him from the king's 
highness directed to the same Robert Fynes, 
or straiter if it may be, and that I and mine 
assigns may peaceably re-enjoy them ; and if 
any person would attempt to do the contrary, 
that a commandment, if it please the king's 
highness, by him might be given to my Lord 
Chancellor to seal writings sufficient with 
his great seal in aiding and assisting me and 
mine assigns in the same. 

And as for the manors of Easthall, Faulkham, 



Asslie, and Chelsfield, with the appurtenances 
in the said shire of Kent, whereof my husband 
at his departure was seised, and my son sitfaen 
(tinee), imto the time that the Earl of Kent,^ 
without any inquisition or title of right for 
the king, by colour of the king's letters 
patent, entered into them, and him thereof 
put out, and now my Lord of Essex * occu- 
pieth them in like manner and form ; if any 
remedy therein will be had I pray you' 
attempt it. 

Also, furthermore I heartily pray you that 
if any general pardon be grantcMl, that I may 
have one for John Dane, my servant, whom 
the said Robert Fynes of great malice bath 
indicted of felony, and that ye secretly labour 
this, and send me an answer in writing in as 
goodly haste as ye may ; as soon as it may 
please you to send me parcels of costs and 
expenses ye bear and pay for the said causes, 
I will truly content you it of the same, and 
over that reward you to your pleasure ; by 
the grace of Je8u,whohave you in his blessed 
keeping. Written in Southwark, the 15th 
day of December, 

By your aunt, 

Elizabeth Poynings. 

Southwark, 15th December, 
between 14B5 and 1471. 
5 and 11 E. IV. 



LETTER CCL.— (XX. vol. i. p. 289.) 

This letter, though without any name, w^as written by Sir John Paston to his brother John Paston, and the 
mention of oil for sallads shows us that at this time vegetables for the table were still cultivated here ; for 
the common opinion has been that most of our fruits and garden productions were so entirely neglected during 
tliesc civil wars, as to have been almost totally destroyed. [And oil was used in drcs:iing sallads as 
now.] 

To Master John Paston, or to my mistress his mother, he this letter delivered in haste. 



Brother, I commend me to you (then follows 
an (yrder for making out an account, and re' 
ceiving some retits, ^c) 

By Juddy I sent you a letter by Corby 
within four days before this; and therewith 
two pots of oil for sallads, which oil was 
good as might be when I delivered it, and 

' Edmund Grey , Lord Grey of Ruthin, and Baron 
Hastings, was created Earl of Kent in 1465 ; he died 
in 1489. 



shall be good at the receiving, if it be not 
mishandled nor miscarried. 

Item, as for tidings, the Earl of Northum- 
berland^ is home into the north, and my 



* Henry Viscount Bourchier, &c., uncle to King 
Edward IV., was created Earl of Essex in 1461 ; he 
was succeeded by his son Henry in 1483.^ 

^ John Nevile was created Earl of Northumb^^r- 
land in 1463, but resigtied this title in 1469 to the 
family of Percy, the ancient possessors uf it. 
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Lord of Gloucester * shall after as to-morrow, 
men say. Also this day Robert of Ratclyff 
wedded the Lady Dymock at my place in 
Fleet-street, and my lady and yours. Dame 
Elizabeth Bourchier,' is wedded to the Lord 
Howard*8 son and heir. Also Sir Thomas 
Walgrave is dead of the sickness that reigneth 
on Tuesday, now (y. no) cheer for you. 
Also my Lord Archbishop' was brought to 
the Tower on Saturday at night; and on 
Monday, at midnight, he was conveyed to a 
liiip, and so into the sea, and as yet I cannot 
understand whither he is sent nor what is 
fallen (become) of him ; men say that he hath 
offended; but, as John Forter saith, some 
men say nay ; but all his meny [houtdtold] 
are disparbled {dUperted), every man his 
way; and some that are great clerks and 



fiunous doctors of his go now again to Cam- 
bridge to school. 

As for any other tidings I hear none. The 
Countess of Oxford* is still in St. Martin's; 
I hear no word of her. 

The queen had child, a daughter,* but 
late at Windsor, thereof I trow ye had word. 
And as for me, I am in like case as I was ; 
and as for my Lord Chamberlain* he is not 
yet come to town, when he comefh then shall 
I weet what to do. Sir John of Parr is your 
friend and mine, and I gave him a fair arm- 
ing sword within this three days. I heard 
somewhat by him of a back friend of yours ; 
ye shall know more hereafter. 

Written the last day of April. 

30th of April. 
1466. 6E.IV. 



LETTER ecu.— (LXIX. vol. iv. p. 273.) 

This letter is endorsed in an aucient hand, as follows, " A very good Lrfi movioffSir J. P. to be carefull for 
his wrytings and evidence and how much his l&ther did esteme of them." The disputes concerning Sir 
John Fastolf s will being undetermined at John Paston's death, his widow was fearfiu lest, bv taking the 
management of his affairs, she should bring both herself and her son into trouble ; she therefore cautious 
hlra iigainst interfering. Her admonitions to Sir John respectinghis attention to his writings and evidences 
show us the value our ancestoiis set upon tiieir title-deeds, &c. The whole letter is replete with good advice 
to a young man just become his own master by the death of his fatther, and convinoes as that the writer luiew 
mankind, and wished her son to profit by her experience. The date may be kter than I have placed it, but 
the reasons for giving the letter remain the same. 

To my right uHn'ship/ul master. Sir John Piuton, Knight, he this letter delivered in haete, 

be of charge, that it (they) come not in their 
hands that may hurt you hereafter ; your 
father, whom Grod assoil in his trouble's 
season ! set more by his writings and evidence 
than he did by any of his moveable goods : 
remember, that if they were had from you, ye 
could never get no more such as they be for 
your part, &c. 

Item, I would ye should take heed that if 
any process come out against me, or against 
any of those that were indicted afore the co- 



I 6BEBT you well, and send you God's bless- 
ing and mine ; desiring you to send me word 
how that ye sp«ed in your matters, for I think 
right long till I hear tidings from you ; and 
in alwyse (by all means) I advise you for to 
beware that ye keep wisely your writings that 

1 Richard Plantag<;uet» afterwards King Rich- 
ard III. 

3 Thomas Howard, son of John Lord Howard, 
was created Earl of Surrey by Richard III., and 
Duke of Norfolk by Henry VlII. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Sir Frederick 
Tilney, Kt., aiid widow of Humphrey Bourchier, 
Lord Bemers; she died about 1507. Their son 
Thomas, afterwards Duke of Norfolk, was bom 
about 1470. 

' I suppose this means George Nevile, Archbishop 
of York, and brother to Ridiard Nevile, Earl of 
Warwick* who at this time was greatly discontented 
with the proceedings of the kine, and perhaps had 
drawn his brother the Archbisnop into the com- 
mission of some act disc^eeable to Edward. 



* Mni^ret, wife of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, 
was daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of Salisbury, 
and sister of Richard Earl of Warwick. This lady 
suffered much, both from poverty and distress, 
during the imprisonment and exile of her hus* 
band. 

& £lizal)eth, afterwards Queen Consort of Henry 
Vn. ; she was bom in February, li65. 

« William Lord Hastings. 
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Tcner, that I might hare knowledge thereof, 
and to purvey a remedy therefore. 

Item, as for yoiir father's will, I would ye 
should take right good counsel therein, as I 
am informed it may be proverJ though no 
man take no charge this twelvemontli ; ye 
may have a letter of administration to such as 
ye will, and administer the goods, and take 
no chai^; I advise you that ye in no wise 
take no charge thereof till ye know more than 
ye do yet, for ye may verily know by that 
your uncle William said to you and to me, 
that they will lay the charge upon you and 
me for more things than is expressed in your 
father's will, the which should be too great for 
you or me to bear, but as for me I will not be 
too hasty to take it upon me I assure you ; and 
at the reverence of God speed your matters so 
this term that we may be in rest hereafter, and 
let not for no labour for the season, and re- 
member the great cost and chaige that we 
have had hithertoward, and think verily it 
may not long endure. Ye know what ye left 



when ye were last at home, and weet it ' 
there is no more in this country to bear c 
charge with. I advise you to inquire i 
if ye can get any more there as (where) ; 
for else by my faith I fear else it will i 
well with us; and send me word in hast 
ye do, and whether ye have your last 
tliat ye failed [tpanted], for plainly the 
not in this country. It is told me in c( 
that Richard Calle hath nigher conq 
your uncle William with fair promise t 
ing his livelihood and other things, the ' 
should prevail him greatly as he saith ; fa 
of him and of his fellow by mine a* 
God send you good speed in all your m; 
Written at Caister, the morrow next 
Simon and Jude, whereas I would not 
this time but for your sake, so might I c 

By your mother, 

Margaret Paston 

Caister,' Wcdnesdav, 
29tU of October, 1466. 6 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLII.^(LXX. vol. iv. p. 277.) 

On the hack of this letter in an ancient hand is written, " Testes idonei ad ne^andu voritatcm, ut patet 
Tlie disposal of Sir John Fastolfs larije property occasioned many long and expensive contests, some 
ing by neirship, some by gift, and others by different titles under his will. Tlie present dispute so 
lia-ve l>een relative to the estate intended for the foundation of his college at Caister. The account 
characters of those who were going to I.ondon to be examined on this occasion is curious. This 
has neither subscription nor date, but by the contents it appears to have been written to Sir .Tohn 
by his brother, and not till after the death of their fother ; it could not be wTitten therefore before 1 

John Paston to Sir John Paston, Knight, 



Sir, it is so that this Saturday John Russe sent 
me word by Robert Butler that William 
Yelverton hath been this three days in Yar- 
mouth for to get new witnesses up to London, 
and it is thought ^y the said John Russe and 
Robert Butler, their witnessing is for to prove 
that it was Sir John Fastolfs will that there 
should be amortised 300 marks (200/.) by 
year to the college ; and also that such estate 
as my father took here at Caister, at Lammas 
next before that Sir John Fastolf died, was 
delivered to my father to the intent for to per- 
fonn the said will. 

Bartholomew Ellis, John Appleby and John 
Clerk are the witnesses : and as for Bartho- 
lomew Ellis he is outlawed; and also men say 



in Yarmouth that he is bawd betwixt a 
of Yarmouth and his own wife. And 
John Appleby he is half frentyk {crnzij 
80 taken in the town, notwithstanding he 
attorney, as Bartholomew Ellis is. i 
bailiff's court of Yarmouth ; and as for 
Clerk of Gorleston, he is outlawed at Sir 
Fastolfs suit, and at divers other men's 
withstanding he is thorough with Sir Tl 
for Sir John Fastolf, for this cause tha 
said clerk was one of Sir Thomas He 
last witnesses before this. I trow John 
shall be another witness. As for Barthol 
Ellis and John Appleby, they lie this 
at Blighborou|fh onward on their wj 
London ward ', make good watch on the 
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I pray you gend us some good tidings. 

'Written the Saturday late at night next 
after Candlemas-day. I pray you remember 
John Grey and John Burgess ; we have home 
the most part of your barley save from Wiu- 
terton, and that I trust to have the next week, 
or else we will strait (9. dUircUti) for it by 



the grace of God, whom I beseech make you 
good. 

I think their coming up is for to disprove 
your witnesses that ye had into the Chancery. 

John Paston. 

Febraar>-, after 1466. 
6 E. IV. 



LETTER CCUn.-<LXXL vol. iv. p. 281.) 

The various matter treated of in this letter gives it a claim to be inserted in thb collection, espodnlly as it 
discovers the characters and views of many persons mentioned in this work. It has no date. n.>r cati we 
clearly ascertain how lonj; after 1466 it must have been written ; 'tis probably not a great while. WiilLnm 
Wainfleet, the founder of Magdalen Colhtge in Oxford, was at this time Bishop of Winchester, \iu par- 
tiality for this university is therefore easily to be accounted for. 

To my right worshipful mUtreUf Margaret Potion, widow. 

Right worshipful mistress, after due recom- 
mendation, please your good mistress-ship to 
weet that I communed late with your entirely 
well-beloved son. Sir John Paston, if the 
foundation of my master Fastolfs college 
might be at Cambridge in case it shall not be 
at Caister, neither at St. Benet*s, because that 
university lieth near the comitry of Norfolk 
and Suffolk ; for albeit [although'] ^ my Lord 
of Winchester is disposed to found a college in 
Qxford for my said master to be prayed for, 
yet with much less cost he might make some 
other memorial also in Cambridge, and {jtf) 
it were of two clerks and three or four scholars, 
founded at least with the value of good bene- 
fices and rich parsonages that might be pur- 
chased the advowsons with much less goods 
than lordships or manors may ; and I fbuud 
your son well disposed to move and excite mv 
said lord. Also now the Christmas week 
next before the feast at London, my Lord 
Winchester called me to him in presence of 
Sir John, and desired him eflectually to be 
my good wilier ; and master would have no 
words rehearsed on my behalf, and he said, 
full well, would Jesu, mistress, that my good 
master that was some time your husbaiul in 
mjr said master Fastolf's life days, as he 
showed to me there could have found in his 
heart to have trusted and loved me as my 
master Fastolf did, and that he would not 



1 [In the original atbe it. Fenn translates " for all 
be it, my Lord of Winchester,** &c.} , 



have given credence to tlie maliciously con- 
trived tales that Friar Brackley, W. Barker 
and others imagined untruly, saving your 
reverence, of me. And now ye may openly 
understand the sooth, and your son Sir John 
also; and yet for all that, I put never my 
master Fastolf s livelihood in trouble, for all 
the unkindness and covetousii^w that was 
showed me, as I have declared to tlie bearer 
hereof, tliat I know ye trust well, to whom in 
this ye may give credence at this time. 

God amend J. Russe, I would he had been 
at Ireland for one day's sake. 

Your 

William Worcester. 

And I thank you heartily for my ^loor 
woman, she should come to you at your com- 
mandment late or rathe (early), but for jea- 
lousy and misdeeming of {leople tiiat liave me in 
great await (that mean to do me mischief) ; and 
ye know well, mistress, better is a friend un- 
known tlian known ; the world is so misdeem- 
ing and ready to make division and debate : 
that cometh of an envious disjMsition. And 
I am right glad tliat Caister is and shall l>e 
at your commandment, and yours in esjieciftl, 
a rich jewel it is at need for all tlie amwity \n 
time of war; and my master Fastolf would 
rather he had nei'er builded it tlian it sliouM 
be in die governance of any sovereign that 
will op^nress the country. And 1 find tlu) 
religious of 8t. ISeiict*s full unkindly took 
away a chamber the elder abbot liod put urn 
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ill poiseaiion for my solace, when I might 
come thither and desport me, and took that 
chamber to master John Smyth, that Sir 
Thomas Howys said to me was none whole- 
some couuseller in the reformation of the last 
testament made, but two executors to have 
the rule alone ; I would he had nerer meddled 
of it, that counsel made much trouble; I 
pray you keep this letter close to yourself, as I 
trust you and Sir James, and also in R. Toly, 
.<that 1 understand him close and just. 

1 had no time to speak withm now late, 

>when I was but one day at Norwich. W. 

Barker slandered me in certain matters of good 

to the sum of 500 marks (333/. 6«. Sd,) that 



Reynold Hameys should keep and take one 
half; would Jesus Barker had said true, it 
might hare done me much good ; and, mis« 
tress, as I dare desire you, I pray yoa recom- 
mend me to my best mistress your mother 
AgneS) for she faroured me and did me great 
charity, to be the better disposed to her son 
master John. And by my soul it made me 
the heartier to save the livelihood from trouble 
or from claims, as I report me to all the world, 
I put never manor nor livelihood of my 
master Fastolfs in trouble, nor entitled no 
creature to no place, and ye may speak to her 
hereof when ye be alone. 
After 1466. 6 E. IV. 



LETTER CCUV.— (LXXU. vol. iv. p. 287.) 

In the propoolt of marriage here preserved of this distant age, we find the care and attention paid by oar 
ancestors to the endowment of the hidy ; most proposals being accompanied with terms for that purpoae. 
The Strangers or L'Estranges here mentioned, were of the ancient and knightly family of L'Estrange of 
Hunstanton, in Norfolk. 

To my right tconhip/ul cmd good matter, Sir John Patton, Knight, 



Right worshipful Sir, after due recommend- 
Ation, please it you to understand the cause 
of my writing is for a marriage for my mis- 
tress Margery your sister; for my nephew 
John Straunge would make her sure of forty 
pounds jointure, and two hundred marks 
•(133/. 6*. 8rf.) by year of inheritance ; and if 
ye and your friends will agree hereto, I trust 
to God it shall take a conclusion to the 
pleasure of God and worship to both parties. 
Moreover, and it pleaseth you to weet, I 
am sore troubled with Bedston, as well by the 
way of attachments out of the Chancery as 



otherwise ; I must beseech you of your good 
mastership and help in secret manner, as Sir 
Thomas Lynes the bringer of this shall inform 
you. I shall be at London in the beginning 
of this term by the grace of God, which pre- 
serve you. Written at Norwich, in haste, the 
Monday after Twelfth-day. 



By your 



J. Strange. 



Norwich, January-, 

between 1466 and 1469. 

6 and 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLV.— (XXI. vol. i. p. 293.) 

This letter of Sir John Paston, tohis mother, appears to hare been >vritten between the years 1466 and 
1469, after King Edward's marriage, and the consequent displeasure of tlie Earl of Warwick ; but as it 
has no date the precise time cannot l)e ascertained, nor have our histories mentioned any public entry of 
the king into London, on his coming from York, about this period. Here is no mention of any of the 
queen's relations as attendant on the king, who is said to speak of the Duke of Clarence, the Earls of 
\Varwick and Oxford, and the Archbishop of York as his best ftriends, though those of his household knew 
he regarded them in a very different light. 

To Mittrett Margaret Patton be this delivered. 

Right worshipful mother, I commend me I Gods; thank youforyourtendemess and help 
to you and beseecli you of your blessing and I both to me, my brother, and servants. (^Then 
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foUmosan account of money, dthts, Sf^c, a dispute 
with hit uncle William, and a deaire to defer hie 
titter Margery' t marriage with Riduxrd Calk 
till Christmat, SfC.) 

The king is come to London, and there 
came with him, and rode again (and rode to 
meet) him the Duke of Gloucester, the 
Duke of Suffolk,^ the Earl of Arundel,^ the 
Earl of Northumherland,^ the Earl of Essex ; * 
the Lords Harry and John of Buckingham, ^ 
the Lord Dacre,* the Lord Chamberlain, 7 
the Lord Montjoy ^ and many other knights 
and esquires ; the mayor of London, twenty- 
two aldermen in scarlet, and of the craftsmen 
of the town to the number of two hundred 
all in blue. 

The king came thorough Cheap, though it 
were out of his way, because (if he had not) 
he would not be seen ; and he was accom- 
panied in all people with one thousand horse, 
some harnessed and some not^ 

My Lord Archbishop* came with him from 
York, and is at the Moor,^^ and my Lord of 
Oxford ^^ rode to have met the king, and he 
13 with my Lord Archbishop at the Moor ; and 



came not to town with the king. Some say 
that they were yesterday three miles to the 
king wards from the Moor ; and that the king 
sent them a messenger that they should come 
when that he sent for tliem. I wot (know) not 
what to suppose therein. 

The king himself hath good language of 
the Lords of Clarence, of Warwick, and of 
my Lords of York and of Oxford, saying, 
they be his best friends ; but his household 
men have other language, so what shall 
hastily fall I cannot say. My Lord of 
Norfolk ^' shall be here ins night. I shall 
send you more when I know more. 

Item, if Ebesham ^' come not home witli 
my uncle William, tliat then ye send me the 
two French books, that he should have written, 
that he may write them here. 

John Paston, Knight, 



The seal has here a circle 
of fleur de lys, they usually 
adopted but one. 




LETTER CCLVI.— (LXXIII. vol. iv. p. 289.) 

The date of this letter firom Margaret Paston does not appear* but it seems to have been written within a few 
years after her husband's death, though as the age of her daughter Anne at her father's decease is not 
known we cannot exactly ascertain it. Anne was now grown tall, and becoming a woman. The endeavour- 
ing to educate young women in the houses of their superiors or of their friends and relations at a distance 
from home has been before noticed (see Letter cvii. v. i. p. 82.), and was certainly a very proper method of 
having them instructed [There anpears, notwithstanding, a great want of affectiuu between mother and 
daughters ; a consequence, we think, of such estrangement.] 

7b John Paston, the younger, be thit delivered in haste. 



I GREET you well, and send you God's bless- 
ing and mine; letting you weet that since ye 
departed my cousin Calthorpe sent me a 

1 John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, he married 
Elixabeth, sister of Edward IV. 

3 William Fitzalan. Earl of Arundel, manied 
Joan, daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of Salis- 
bury. 

9 John Nevile, Earl of Northamberland, ttom 
1463 to 1469. . ^ 

4 Henry Bonrchier. Earl of Essex, he married 
Cecily, aunt to Edward IV. 

» These two lords were of the family of Stifford, 
Duke of Buckingham. 



letter complaining in his writing tliat foras- 
much as he cannot be paid of his tenants as 
he hath been before this time, he propjseth 



* Richard Fynes, Lord Dacre. 
7 William Lord Hastings. 

s Walter Blount, created Lord Montjoy In 1465. 

* George Nevile, Archbishop of York. 

10 The Moor, a seat of the Archbishop's in Hert- 
fordshire. 

11 John de Vere, Earl of Oxford. 

S' John Mowlnray, Daki> of Norfolk. 

» Ebesluun was a transcril>er of Ixraks, an employ- 
ment much patronised befbru tliu iuveution of 
printing. 
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to letsen hU houtehold, and to live the 
straitlier, wherefore he desireth me to 
purvey for your lister Anne; he Huth she 
waxeth high {grow tall), and it were time to 

Surrey her a marriage ; I marvel what causeth 
im to write ao now, either she hadi displeased 
him, or else he hath taken her with default ; 
thoefore I pray you commune with my 
cousin Clere at Loudon, and weet how he is 
disposed to her ward, and send me word, for 
I shall be fain to send for her, and with me 
she shall but lose her time, and without she 
will be the better occupied she shall often 
times move me and put me in great inquiet- 
i^ess; remember what labour I had with your 



sister, therefore do your part to help her forth, 
that may be to your worship and mine. 

Item, remember the bill that I spake to 
you of to get of your brother of such money 
as he hath received of me since your father's 
decease; see your uncle Maultby if ye may, 
and send me some tidings as socm as ye may ; 
God keep you. Written the Friday next 
before Sahit Thomas of Canterbury, in haste 
(29th of December), 

By your mother, 

Margaret Paston. 

Friday, December, 
between 1466 and 1470. 6 and 10 £. IV. 



LETTER CCLVII.— (LXXIV. vol. iv. p. 291.) 

I have printed this letter as showing not only the Ariendly and just disposition of the writer, evident from the 
advice which he g\se» Sir John Paston, but to show the duty and respect of children then continued 
annually to the memory of their deceased parents. The year-day or anniversary of any person's death was 
called the Obit; and to observe such day with prayers and alms, or other commemoration, was called 
keeping tlie Obit. We find that Hugh Fenne strictly fulfilled this observance of filial duty to his deceased 
motuer. The deTioe on hU seal is a flourishing tree, having the initial letters of his names, one on eadi 
side ; it alluded perhaps to his own happy and flourishing situation in respect to his fortune, fiunily, and 
friends. [Tlieaavicu seems very strongly to tend to his own interest, or his client's.] 

To the right worshipful Sir John Paston, KHtght. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you ; like you (/o) weet a distress was taken 
in Caister, by Thomas Peacock, I trow your 
servant, a busy man called, of a full true 
soul, John Hadyuet of Heringsby, a poor 
man, his plough bath Iain ever since he saith ; 
I understand it is for Catts' land. I sent 
my clerk to my mistress your mother, and 
the said John with him therefore; and my 
mistress would him come again another day, 
for Peacock was not then at home ; so he did, 
and cannot have it as he saith, but that ye 
would 1 should speak with you at Caister 
thereof and of other matters he told me this 
day ; and because of my mother's year-day 
iriulden tJiis day, God liave her soul, and to- 
morrow shall be a good day, I would by God's 
grace dispose me to his mercy against 
Thursday, as I have used, therefore I pray you 
paidon my coming ; in the week after Easter, 
1 intend to see you and my said mistress 
cei tainly ; it is long since I saw her meseemeth, 



and if ye be not then at Caister I pray you 
send me word that I may come sooner to you 
to commune with you in this matter, and in 
all other that ye will, and so depart to 
London from thence, and therefore I will 
abide with you a good while. 

Sir, as to Catts, ye be remembered what I 
said to you at London at two times, I am the 
same man; I have since 1^ came gotten the 
evidences into my hands, and I am ready to 
show them what learned man here that ye 
will assign, the matter is clear to my think- 
ing. Titteshale that sold it to Sir John 
Fastolf might as well have sold him your 
land or mine ; and if the sale be lawful, 1 
sh^^U leave my hands at the first, as I said at 
Lokidon, the distress to be kept for that I 
wiss it need not, and it was unlawfully taken ; 
like it you to do deliver the poor man his goods 
again, I am ready to answer you for old and 
new as right will ; I shall break no day to be 
assigned for to leave all other things. 
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I 



By the Blessed Lady I believe that ye will 
dispose you well, and so I pray God ye do, 
and have you in his blessed governance. 



Written at the head town of Norfolk, this 
Tuesday. Your own 

Hugh at Fenne. 




Norwich, Tuesday, Mardi or April, 
between 1467 and 1469. 7 and 9 £ IV. 




LETTER CCLVIIL— (XXIII. vol. ii. p. 3.) 

We have in this letter a most curbus and authentrc account of the marriage of Charles the Bold, Duke of 
Burf^ndv, with MargAret. daushter of Richard Plantagenet. Duke of York, and sister of Edward' IV., and 
of the subfle<}uent diversions exhibited at Bruges in honour of it, written by John Pkiston, an eyo-witucss 
who, with his brother Sir John Paston, Knight, attended in the retinue of a princess. The descriptiou 
here ^iven affords us a high idea of the splendour of tlie court of the duke, and of the politeuess of the 
courtiers. 

To my righi reverend and worahipfui mother^ Margaret Pcuton, dwelling at Caister, be this 

delivered in haste. 



Right reverend and worshipful mother, I re- 
commend me unto you as humbly as I can 
think, desiring most heartily to hear of your 
welfare and heart's ease, which I pray God 
send you as hastily as any heart can think. 

Please it you to weet, that at the making 
of this bill, my brother, and I, and all otu: 
fellowship, were in good heele (health), blessed 
be Grod. 

As for the guiding here in this country, it 
18 as worshipful as all the world can devise, 
and there were never Englishmen had so good 
cheer out of England that ever I heard of. 

As for tidings here, but if (unless) it be of 
the feast, 1 can none send you ; saving, that 
tny Lady Margaret ^ was married on Sunday 
last past at a town that is called The Dame,** 
three miles out of Bruges, at five of the clock 
in the morning; and she was brought the 
same day to Bruges to her ditmer; and there 
ibe was received as worshipfully as all the 
world could desire ; as with procession with 
ladies and lords, best beseen of any people 
that ever I saw or heard of. Many pigeants 
were played in her way in Bruges to her wel- 

1 Margaret Plantagenet, sister of Edward IV., ac- 
cording to this account, was married on Sunday the 
3rd of July, 1468. 8 E. IV. 

* [Danune.J 



coming, the best that ever I saw; and the 
same day my Lord, the Bastard,^ took upon 
him to answer twenty-four knights and gen- 
tlemen within eight days at justs of peace; 
and when that they were answered, they 
twenty-four and himself should tuniey with 
other twenty-five the next day aOer, which is 
on Monday next coming ; and they that have 
justed with him into tliis day have been a« 
richly beseen, and himself also, as cloth of 
gold, and silk, and silver, and goldsmith *s 
work, might make them; for of such gear, 
and gold, and pearl, and stones, they of tha 
Duke 8 court, neither gentlemen, nor gentle- 
women, they want none ; for without (unless) 
that they have it by wishes, by my truth I 
heard never of so great plenty as here is. 
This day my Lord Scales^ justed with a 



> Anthony Count de la Roche, called the Hastard 
of Burgundy, was a natural son of Duke iniilip th« 
Good, by Johanna of Prulles, famous fur his wit, 
coonge, oad polite ■ccomplishnuints. He was bom 
inU21.andf&edinlft04. 

* Anthony Widville. or Woodvllle, Lord Hcales* 
&e., and afterwards Earl Kivers, son of Sir lilchard 
Widville, by Joqueline of Luxemhurgh. Ducheim 
Dowager of lledford, and brother of Kllxabeth, quoi'u 
of Edward IV., was bom abciut 1441, and iNtsMmo 
the most distingulshiNi Murrior, stotrsman, and nuui 
learned geutleniau of bis time. In Um* 7 Kilwaf.l 
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lord of thb country, but not with the Bastard ; 
for they made (a) promise at London, that 
none of them both should never deal with 
other in arms ; but the Bastard was one of the 
lords that broug:ht the Lord Scales into the 
field ; and of misfortune a horse struck my 
Lord Bastard on the leg, and hath hurt him 
so sore that I can think he shall be of no 
power to accomplish up his arms; and that 
IS great pity, for by my truth I trow (think) 
God made never a more worshipful knight. 

And as for the Duke's court, as of lords, 
ladies, and gentlewomen, knights, esquiies, 
and gentlemen, I heard never of none uke to 
it, save King Arthur*s court. And by my 
troth, I have no wit nor remembrance to write 
to you half the worship that is here ; but what 
lacketh, as it cometh to mind I shall tell you 
when I come home, which I trust to God 
shall not be long tofore. We depart out of 
Bruges homeward on Tuesday next coming, 
and all folk that came with my Lady of Bur- 
goyn (Burgundy) out of England, except 
such as shall abide here still with her, which 
I wot {know) well shall be but few. 

We depart the sooner, for the Duke^ hath 
word that the French king ' is purposed to 
make war upon him hastily, and that he is 
within four or five days^ journey of Bruges, 
and the Duke rideth, on Tuesday next coming, 
forward to meet with him; Grod give him 
good speed and all his ; for by my troth they 
are the goodliest fellowship that ever I came 

TV. he challenged and vanquished the Bastard of 
Burgundy in a grand and solemn just in Smithfield; 
at which time the promise mentioned in this letter 
was made. This accomplished nobleman was be- 
headed at Pomfret. in June 1483, by the command 
of the Protector, Richard Duke of Gloucester. 

1 Charles the Bold. Duke of Burgundy, was bom 
in 1433, and was slain in battle, near Nancy, in Lor- 
rain, in 1477. 

3 Charles VII. It is worthy of remark how cautious 
the writers of these times were not to pve the title of 
King of France to the ruler of that kingdom, but to 
style him the French Ring. In this place (and I 
have observed it in others) the word ** Kyng" ^in- 
tending to go on with, of France) was written with- 
out consideration* and then, on observius it, imme- 
diately croised out, and " Frenshe Kyng** put in its 
place. 



amongst, and best can behave them, and most 
like gentlemen. 

Other tidings have we none here, but that 
the Duke of Somerset' and all his bands 
departed well beseen out of Bruges a day 
berore that my lady the Duchess came 1hith«r, 
and they say here that he is to Queen Mar- 
garet that was, and shall no more come here 
again, nor be bolpen by the Duke. 

No morej but I beseech you of your bless- 
ing as lowly as I can, which I beseech you 
forget not to give me every day once ; and, 
mother, I beseech you that ye will be good 
mistress to my little man, and to see that he 
go to school. 

I sent my cousin Daubeney five shillings 
by Calle's man for to buy for him such gear 
as he needed : and, mother, I pray you tins 
bill may recommend me to my sisters both, 
and to the master, my cousin Daubeney, Sir 
James, Sir John Stylle, and to pray him to 
be good master to little Jack,^ and to leam 
him well; and I pray you that this bill may 
recommend me to all your folks, and to my 
well-willers ; and I pray God send you your 
heBrt*s desire. 

Written at Bruges the Friday next after St 
Thomas.^ 

Your son and humble servant, 

J. Paston, the younger, 

Bruges, 

Friday, 8th of July, 

1468. 8E. IV. 



3 Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somt^rset, an ad- 
herent to Henry VI. and his queen Margaret, com- 
manded at the battle of Tewke.^bury, in 1471 ; which 
being lost, he fled to sanctuary', whence he was 
taken and beheaded. 

4 This little J<ihn, whose school education J. Pas- 
ton seems so anxious about, must have been born 
before 1464, and most probably died under age, if he 
was his sou, as Sir William Paston, knight, who, as 
some pedigrees state, was bom in 1464, stands in tiie 

rdigree as heir to his father ; but I rather think that 
Paston had not been married at this time, and that 
this " lytyll man" was not his son. 

fi This must mean either the 3rd or 7th day of 
July, the one being the translation of St. Thomas the 
Apostle, the other of St. Thomas a Bccket. I believe 
it means tibe latter. 
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LETTER CCUX.-<LXXV. vol. iv. p. 295.) 

The exact date of this letter is not easily determined, nor is it of any consequence, it only shows tliat one of 
ibe family of Fastolf of SoflTolk pretended a daim to Caister, and intended coming to assert that claim 
with a laiige fellowship : whether this was Thomas Fastolf, the son of the lady who had some time before 
applied to J. Faston fbr his assbtance towards regaining the livelihood of her son out of the hands of 
those who had the wardship of him, does not appear. I have ventured to fix the date of this letter to 
1468, as it most probably was written about that time. Relic Sunday is the Sunday fortnight after Mid- 
tummer^ay. 

To Sir John Patton, Knight, he thii delivered in haste. 



I GREET you well, and send you God^s bless- 
ing and mine ; letting you weet that Blick- 
ling of Heylesdon came from London this 
week, and he is right merry, and maketh his 
boast that within this fortnight at Heylesdon 
should be both new lords and new officers ; 
and also this day was brought me word 
from Caister, that Rysing of Fretton should 
have heard said in divers places there, as 
he was in Sufifblk, that Fastolf of Cong- 
hawe maketh all the strength that he may, 
and proposeth him to assault Caister, and to 
enter there if he may, insomuch that it is 
said that he haJh. a five score men ready, 
and sendeth daily spies to understand what 
fellowship keep the place; by whose power, 
or favour, or supportation, that he will do 
this I know not, but ye wot well (hat I have 
been afirayed {^frightened) there before this 
time, when that I had other comfort than I 
have now ; and I cannot well guide nor rule 
soldiers, and also they set not by a woman 
as they should set by a man ; therefore I 
would ye should send home your brothers 
or else Daubeney to have a rule, and to take 
in such men as were necessary for the safe- 
guard of the place, for if I were there, 
without I had the more sadder (graver) or 
worshipful persons about me, and there come 
a meny ^ of knaves and prevailed in their 
intent, it should be to me but a villainy. 
And I have been about my livelihood to set 
a rule therein, as I have written to you, 
which is not yet all performed after poiine 

I IMeni/—^ following. Penn translates many."] 



desire, and I would not go to Caister till I 
had done ; I will no more days make there- 
about if I may, therefore in any wise send 
somebody home to keep the place, and when 
that I have done and performed that I have 
begun, I shall purpose me thither-ward if I 
should do there any good, and else I had 
lever (rather) be thence. 

I have sent to Nicholas and such as keep 
the place, that they should take in some 
fellows to assist and strength them till ye 
send home some other word, or some other 
man to govern them that be therein, &c. 

I marvel greatly that ye send me no word 
how that ye do, for your elmyse (enemies) 
begin to wax right bold, and that putteth 
your friends both in great fear and doubt, 
therefore purvey that they may have some 
comfort tnat they be no more discouraged, 
for if we lose our friends it shall (be) hard in 
this troublesome world to get them again. 

The blessed Trinity speed you in your 
matters, and send you the victory of your 
elmyse [enemies^f to your heart's ease and 
their confusion. 

Written at Norwich, the Saturday next 
before Relic Sunday, in haste. 

I pray you remember well <iie matters that 

I wrote to you for in the letter that ye had 

by James Gresham^s man, and send me an 

answer thereof by the next man that cometb, 

&c. 

By you mother, 

Mabqaret Paston. 

Norwich, Saturday, 9th of July, 
1468. 8E.IV. 
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LETTER CCLX.— (LXXVI. vol. iv. p. 299.) 

On the back of this letter ia the following memorandum : — " Sir T. Howyg a^^ith to aell the mannor of 
Caister to the Dake of Norff. and movith thereto my Lord Cardenall." It was in conaeqaence of this 
agreement with Sir Thomas How>-8. one of the executors of Sir John Fastolf, tliat tlie Duke of Norfolk, I 
suppose, claimed the manor and castle of Caister, and in pursuit of that claim undertook to beslexe it ia 
the manner explained in the folio wiug letters. "What sir Thomas Howys says of J. Paston musfc be 
believed with caution, as they had disagreed concerning the executorship of Sir John Fastolf s will. 

To mtf tnotthmoUrabU Lord Cardinal ^ and ArdAi^top of Canterbury, 



Most reverend and my right goo^ lord, I 
recommend me to your gracious lordship in 
my most humble wise; please your lordship 
to weet that my Lord (of) Norfolk's counsel 
hath now late moved Sir William Yelverton, 
\night, and me, to be profiered for to pur- 
chaise the manor of Caister and certain other 
lordships that were my master Fastolf s, 
whom God pardon ! out excepted the manor 
of Gunton that your lordship desireth to pur- 
chase, and other certain manors that my master 
Fastolf 8 friends have desired to be proffered;* 
and because the pretens (pretended) bargain 
that John Paston in his lifetime surmitted 
{surmised),^ by colour of which he intended 
to have all my master FastolPs lands in 
Norfolk and Suffolk fur nought, saving the 
high reverence of your estate, was not just 
nor true ; and because that I, with other of 
my master Fastolf s executors, may have 
whereof to dispose in charityful deeds to do 
for his soul, 1 have condescended the rather 



that my said Lord of Norfolk shall be prof- 
fered to the purchase of the said manor of 
Custer and other manors that may be spared 
to the increase of his livelihood in this landy 
and these covenants to be engrossed up within 
short time as by All Halowaunce^ in case 
your lordship be agreed and pleased withall, 
whereupon I would beseech your noble lord- 
ship to let me weet your good pleasure aud 
advice in tiiis behalf. 

And because my said Lord (of^ Norfolk 
is so near of blood to your highness knitted, 
that moved me to be the more willing to 
condescend to the foresaid purchase, and to 
trusting your lordship would be right well 
pleased withall. Written at Norwich the 
10th day of October, in the eighth year of 
the reign of Edward IV. 

Your poor chaplain, 

Thomas Howvs. 

Norwich, Mondav, 
1 0th of October, 1468. 8 E . I V. 



LETTER CCLXI.— (LXXVII. vol. iv. p. 303.) 

This letter informs us of the preparations for the defence of Caister, and gives us a very minute account 
the several merits of the four warlike men sent down to be useful when it should be attacked. 

To my right well-beloved brother^ John Paston, Esq., being at Caister, or to John Dauheney 

there, be this letter delivered. 



of 



Right well-beloved brother, I commend me 
to you ; letting you weet that I have waged, 
for to help you and Daubeney to keep the 
place at Caister, four well assured and true 
men to do all manner of thing what that they 
be desired to do in safeguard or iuforcing 



1 Tliomas Bourchier, Bp. of Ely, was translated to 
Cautorbury in 1454. Ho died an old mau, in 1486. 
a [Fenn'reads pr^/«rrcd.] 
3 ISurmised cannot be the meaning of the word^ 



(strengthening) of the said place ; and more- 
over they be proved men, and cunning 
(ejrperty in the war and in feats of arms, and 
they can well shoot both guns and cross-bows 
and amend and string them, and devise bul- 
warks, or any things that should be a strength 



Procured or fraudulentiy procured seems the sense 
here required.] 

[* In orig. a// Ha/oieaance, AUhallows, Nov. 1. 
Fenn omits all.j 
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to the place, and they will as need is keep 
watch and ward, they be sad (aerioui) and 
well-advised men, saving one of them, which 
is bald, and called William Peny, which is 
as good a man as goeth on the earth saving a 
little, he will, as I understand, be a little 
copschotyn ^ (high'Crested), but yet he is no 
brawler but full of courtesy, much upon 
(much like) James Halman; the other three 
be named Peryn Sale, John Chapman, 
Robert Jack's Son (Jackgon), saving that as 
yet they have none hieimess come, but when it 
Cometh it shall be sent to you, and in the 
mean while I pray you and Daubeney to 
purvey them some. 

Also a couple of beds they must needs 
have, which I pray you by the help of my 
mother to purvey for them till that I come 
home to you ; ye shall find them gentlemanly 
comfortable fellows, and that they will and 
dare abide by their tackling, and if ye under- 
stand that any assault should be towards ; I 
send you these men, because that men of the 
country there about you should b^ frayed 
(frightened) for fear of loss of their goods ; 
wherefore if there were any such thing to- 
wards, I would ye took of men of the country 
but few, and that they were well assured men, 
for else they might discourage all the remanent. 

And as for any writing from the king, he 
hath promised that there shall come none, 
and if there do hisunwarys* (with hit privity), 
your answer may be this how the king hath 
said, and so to delay them till I may have 
word, and I shall soon purvey a remedy. 

I understand that ye have been with my 
Lord of Norfolk now of late, what ye have 



[} Copschotyn is cup-shotten, apt to get a little 
drnnk.] 

'^ I do not understand this scfnteuce, rterhaps it 
means, " unless they take him unexpeciediy.*' [We 
think "his unwarjrs" means without his privity.] 



done I wot not ; we see that he shall be here 
again this day. Moreover I trow John Al- 
ford shall not long abide with my lord ; I 
shall send you tidings of other things in haste, 
with the grace of God, who, &c. Written on 
Wednesday next before St. Martin. 

John Paston. 

I fear that Daubeney is not all there (al- 
together) best stored to continue household 
long ; let him send me word in haste, and I 
will relieve him to my power, and ere long 
too I hope to be with you. 

Roger Ree is sheriff of Norfolk, and he 
shall be good enough. The escheator I am 
not yet ascertained of. 

Also, that these men be at the beginning 
entreated as courteously as ye can. 

Also, I pray you to send me my flower * 
by the next messenger that cometh. 

Also, as for my Lord Fitzwalter's obligation 
I know none such in mine adward as yet. 

Also, the obligation of the Bishop of Nor- 
wich's obligation, I never saw it that I re- 
member, wherefore I would and pray my 
mother to look it up. 

Also, as for the Bible* that the master 
hath, I wend the utmost price had not past 
five marks (3/. 6*. 8rf.) and so I trow he will 
give it, weet I pray you. 

Also, as for Sir William Barber and Sir 
William Falgate, I would, if they can purvey 
for themselves, full fain be discharged of them. 

London, Wednesday, 
9th November. 1468. 8 E. IV. 



3 This may mean flour for household use ; or it 
may sifpiify his flower, his device or cognisance. 

* This must mean some MS. copy, for at this time 
there was only one printed edition of the Bible, 
which would have solu even then for a much greater 
sum than is here mentioned. I mean " Biblia La- 
tina. Mogunt. per J. Fust and P. Schoffer, 1462." 
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LETTER CCLXn.— (LXX VIII. vol. iv. p. 309.) 



At a time when his keepins ponenion of Caiater was doubtftil, it was a stroke of polley in Sir Jdbn PMln to 
gain the goodwill oi the queen by presenting her chaplain to the flree chapel at Caister, thou^ his 
intention had been to have united it to the mastmhip of his college there, and this he doM not aow deapsir 
of accomplishing, as it was probable that the queen's chaplain would soon have soeh preferment as wonUl 
induce him to resign this. The diflereiice of opinion between the parson who was to receive the moner, 
and him who was to pay it, is a curious anecdote, and the cautions determination of Sir John likewise is 
worthy observation, that this priest " must have it as it was hadde befor.** The following entry is takoi 
ftom the institution books of the Bishop of Norwich :-— 

" Gantaria in Gaysler-hall. 
Lib. XI. p. 170. SI Mar. 1468. M'. lohes Yetton S. T. P. ad col. EpI pr. laps.** " 
By which it appears that Sir John Paston's presentation either was not allowed, or was not made out is 
time, and that the bbhop presented by a lapse. 

To my weli-bebved brother, John Potion, or to John Daubenetf, in hit abtenee. 



Right worshipful and well-beloved brother, 
I commend me to you, letting you weet that 
Sir Thomas Howes hod a free chapel in 
Caister whereof the gift belongeth to me, 
which chapel as I understand should be in 
the old time, ere the place at Caister were 
built, within the moat, wherefore I am but 
the better pleased ; and so it is now that at 
the special request of the queen and other 
especial good lords of mine, I have given it to 
the bearer hereof called Master John Yotton, 
a chaplain of the queen's; nevertheless in 
time past I purposed that the master of the 
college should have had it, and so ere long to 
I hope he shall, wherefore I think he must 
take possession, and that is the cause of his 
coming; wherefore I pray you make him 
good cheer ; he is informed that it should be 
worth an hundred shillings by year, which I 



believe not ; I think it dear enough (a#) forty 
shillings by year ; he must have it as it was 
had before. 

Item, this day I understand that tfaoe be 
come letters from my mother, and you, and 
Daubeney, wherein I shall send you aimrar 
when I have seen them. 

No more at this time, for within this ihne 
days I shall let you have knowledge of othar 
matters. 

Writtib the 17th day of March. 

Whither he needeth induction, or insHtn- 
tion, or none, I wot not; if it need, brother, 
ye may seal any such thing as well ag I. 
Master Stephen can tdl all such things. 

John Paston, knight. 

London, 
Friday, 17th of March, 
1468. 9 £. IV. 



LETTER CCLXIII.— (LXXIX. vol. iv. p. 31 1.) 

Tlie curiosity of this letter consists in the cautions given by W. Paston to the bailiff for the safe and secret 
conveyance of the money, and in his attention to the good keeping of his horse Bayard. William Paston 
was brother to John Paston, and uncle to Sir John, ai^ probably wrote this letter in the reign of Edward 
IV. Edward IV. was in Norfolk in 1469, and again in 1474. 

To the bailiff of Mouthy. 



Master bailiff I recommend me unto you; 
praying you that ye will send me by WiUiam 
Cocks, bearer hereof, four nobles in gold, put 
into the same box that this bill is in as though 
it were evidence, for I have told the mes- 
senger that he should bring me nothing but 
evidence, for he is in a manner departing out 
of my service, wherefore I would not he 
knew 80 much of my counsel, and as for the 
remanent I would ye should keep it till I 
come myself. 



And if Bayard be unsold, I pray you let 
him be made fat against the king come into 
the country, whatsoever I pay for the keeping 
of him, and I shall weet how good a courser 
I shall be myself at my coming into the 
country, by the grace of GJod, who have you 
in keeping. Written at Heveningham. 

By your William Paston. 

Heveningham, Suffolk, 

Perhaps 14G9. 9E. IV. 



I 
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LETTER CCLXIV.— (XXIV. vol. ii. p. 1 1.) 

Before the invention of printing, the number of writers and oopiert was very great; meet monaetoies and 
raiigions houses having an office called a scriptorium, whexein sevOTal writers were almost constantly 
employed in copying books on various suljects, missals and books of psalms, &e. richly and el^antly 
adorned witili illnminatbns, &c. Men of fortune and learning likewise occasionally employed copiers to 
transcribe books for their libraries. W. Ebesham was one of those who pursued this emplovment and 
wrote a good hand; he complains of poverty, and petitions to have his aoconnt discharged. One of the 
articles in the bill is dated 30th of October, 1468. 8 E. IV.: what follows therefore was done after thatday ; 
so that perhaps the bill was not delivered, nor this letter written, before the next year, 1469. 

To my most worshipful master ^ Sir John Paston, Knight, 



Mr most worshipful aiid most special master, 
with all my service most lowly I recommend 
(me) unto your good mastership, beseeching 
you most tenderly to see me somewhat re- 
warded for my labour in the great book 
which I wrote unto your said good master- 
ship ; I have oftentimes written to Pampyng, 
according to your desire, to inform you how 
I have laboured in writings for you, and I 
see well he spake not to your mastership of 
it; and God knoweth I lie in sanctuary * at 
great costs and amongst right unreasonable 
askers. 

I moved this matter to Sir Thomas {Lewis) 
lately, and he told me he would move your 
mastership therein, which Sir Thomas de- 
sired me to remember well what I have had 
in money at sundry times of him. 

(Then comes the account, as stated more at 
large in the following hill.) 

And in especial I beseech you to send me 
for alms one of your old gowns, which will 
countervail much of the premises I wot well ; 
and I shall be yours while I live, and at 
your commanchnent; I have greatly missed* 
of it God knows, whom I beseech preserve 
you from all adversity ; I am somewhat ac- 
quainted with it. 

Your very man, 

Wm. Ebesham. 

Following appeareth, parcelly, divers and 
sundry manner of writings, which I, William 
Ebesham, have written for my good and 

1 Why he was in sanctuary I know not, but it 
appears that it was expensive being tliere. [Most 
likely Tor debt.] 

2 \Grete myst in orig. Probably great want."] 



worshipful master. Sir John Paston, and 
what money I have received, and what is 
unpaid.' 

" First, I did write to his mastership a *. d, 
little book of jphysic, for which I 
had paid by Sir Thomas Lewis, in 
Westminster 20 

'' Item, I had for the writing of half 
the Privy Seal, of Psunpyng • . 8 

^'Item, for the writing of the said 
whole Privy Seal,* of Sir Thomas . 2 

" Item, I wrote eight of the witnesses * 
in parchment but after 14<^ a- 
piece, for which I was paid of Sir 
Thomas ••••••••10 

'< Item, while my said master was over 
the sea in midsummer term, Calle 
set me at work to write two times 
the Privy Seal in paper, and then 
after clearly in parchment •••48 

And also I wrote at the same time one 
more of the longest witnesses, and 
other diverse and necessary writings, 
for which he promised me 10«. 
(whereof I had of Calle but is, 8d.) 
due 6s id, 54 



Carried forward. 



• • • 



2i i 



' We are here furnished with a curious account of 
the expenses attending the transcribing of books pre- 
vious to the noble art of printing. At this time the 
common wages of a mechanic were, with diet. Ad., and 
without diet bid. or M. a day ; we here see that a 
writer received id. for writing a folio leaf, three of 
which he could with eiue finish in a day, and I 
should think that many quick writers at that time 
would fill four, five, or even six in a day : if so, the 
pay of these greatly exceeded that of common hundi- 
crsutmen. 

* Some grant, or other matter, which was to pass 
the Privy Seal. 

^ The depositions of witnesses. 



t6 



PASTON LETTERS. 



Brought forward • • • • 

^< Item, I received of Sir Thomas at 

Westminster dOth October,^ 8 E. 

IV. 1468 . 

** Item, I did write two quires of 
paper of witnesses, every quire con- 
taining 14 leaves after 2d. a leaf • 
** Item, as to the Great Book : — ■ • • 
" First, for writing of the Coronation ; 
and other Treatises of Knighthood, in 
that quire which containeth a 13 
leaves and more, 2d, a leaf. • • 
" Item, for the Treatise of War in 
four books, which containeth 60 
leaves, after 2d. a leaf • • • • 
" Item, for Othea,^ an epistle, which 
containeth 43 leaves • . • • 



24 



d. 
4 



3 4 



4 8 



2 2 



10 



7 2 



Carried forward • 



• • 



51 8 



' This exactly aaoertains the date of this receipt to 
be the 30th of October, 1468. 8 E.IV. 

* This Great Book seems to have oontainod various 
treatises. 

3 Othea means a TVeatise on Wisdom . 

* De RegiminePrincipu oi. — ^A Treatise Cooceming 
the Government of Princes, and by being written for 
a penny each leaf, I suppose it was in quaito. 

^ This ebher means ornamenting the whole with 
rod capital letters, or writing the heads of the several 
treatises or chapters in red letters. [Ruhricliing.'] 

« *' Und p'o m" libro script' xxvij* cu' diu' chal." 
This in the original follows *'Snm' non sol. 41i. Id." 

The following account of payments for writing, &c. 
is extracted from an original quarto MS. in the editor's 

Jmssession, containing the various expenses of Sir 
fohn Howard, knight, of Stoke by Nayland, in 
Suffolk, (afterwards Duke of Norfolk). 

Item the vijih yere of Kynge Edward y* iiijth and 
v^ xxviij day of July (1467). My mast' rekened wt 
^omas Lympnor of Bury, and my mast* peid hym— 

s. d. 
For vii.i hole vynets ,• p'se y« vynett xij^ . viij 
It'", for xxj di vynets, p'se y* dl vynett, iiij"* vg 
it' far Psalmes lettres, xv*^t and dT, y* p'se, of 
Ciiij'l vV) 

Carried forward . . xx ij 

* Borders, flowers, or flourishes at the beginning of 
a hook, chapter, &c.f— [vignettes.] 

t xvc and di=1500 and xn half. 



51 



Brought forward • • • • 
" Item, forthe Challenges and the Acts 

of Arms, which is 28 leaves • 

" Item, for De Regimine Principam,'* 

which containeth 45 leaves, after 1 

penny a leaf, which it is right well 

worth 3 

'' Item, for rubrishing^ of all the book 3 



d, 

8" 



4 8 



9 
4 



63 5 



Sum received 
Sum unpaid 



£. «. d. 

22 4 
41 1« 



Sum total. .335 



William Ebeshah. 



«. d. 
Brought forward • . xz 4 

It' for p'ms lettres, Ixiij*. X p'se of a C jd . . y i>j 
It* for wrytynge of a quare and dl, p*ae y« 

qvuKyrxsA , jjvi 

It* for wrytynge of a Calender .... xQ 
It* for lij quayres of velym, p*se y* quayr 

zx<l ▼ 

It' for notynge of v quayres and ij leves, 

p'se of y« quajTj viiij iU ^^ 

It' for capital drawjugc iij*^ and dl y* 

p'se • . iij 

It' for floryshynge of capytallis v*^ . . . v 

It' for byndyngeofy* bokell . • . • , xij 

The wyche p'cellis my mastr paid hy yi« 

day and he is content 1 ij 

This is an account of a limner or illuminator of 
manuscripts, who resided at Bur>-. 



I 



f 



lxiijc-6300. 

A quire of vellum trom this entry seems to con- 
sist of four leaves, and his receiving only 3d, for 
noting two leaves might be accounted for, b^ the last 
leaf not being full ; the drawing and flourishing of 
the capital letters seems very cheap. 

li \2s. appears a great price for binding a book, but 
it is so stated in the original account. 
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LETTER CCLXV.— (LXXX. vol. iv. p. 313.) 

The reader cannot help being interested in the family scenes here laid before R&n ; the pleasure his mother 
expresses at her son's engagement, and the good aod prudent advice she giyta him relative to his marriage 
shows her anxiety for his future happiness. The desire which she lias to have her daugliter (Margery, I 
suppose) introduced into the family of some noble lady, shows her concern for her education, at the same 
time that it hints at tlieir not being comfortable together. Tlie handsome cimracter given of Sir John 
Paston by my Lord Scales, and re^ieated to him by his mother, shows her satisliiction at hairing so good a 
report of him. 

To Sir John Paston, 



I GREET you well, and send you God's blessing 
and mine, thanking you for my seal that ye 
sent me, but I am right sorry that ye did so 
great cost thereupon, for one of forty pence 
should have served me right well ; send me 
word what it cost you and I shall send you 
money therefor; I sent you a letter by a 
man of Yarmouth, send me word if ye have it, 
for I marvel ye sent me none answer thereof 
by Juddy. 

I have none very (certain or true) know- 
ledge of your insurance (engagement), but if 
ye be insured, I pray God send you joy and 
worriiip together, and so I trust ye shall have 
if it be as it is reported of her;^ and anemps 
(be/ore) God ye are as greatly bound to her 
as ye were married, and therefore I charge 
you upon my blessing that ye be as true po 
her as she were married unto you in all de* 
grees, and ye shall have the more grace and 
the better speed in all other things. 

Also I would that ye should not be too 
hasty to be married till ye were sure of your 
livelihood, for ye must remember what charge 
ye shall have, and if ye have not to maintain 
it it will be a great rebuke; and therefore 
labour that ye may have releases of the lands, 
and be in more surety of your land or than 
(before) ye be married. 

The Duchess of Suffolk* is at Ewelm, in 
Oxfordshire, and it is thought by your friends 
here, that it is done that she might be far and 
out of the way, and the rather feign excuse 
because of age or sickness if that the king 
would send for her for your matters. 

Your enemies be as bold here as they were 



* Who the lady is does not appear in this letter, 
but it most probably meant Anne i^lault. 

« Alice, widow of William de la Pole, Duke of 
Suffolk, was the daughter aatBL heir of Thomas 
Chaucer, Esq. of Ewelm, and graud-daugliter of our 
famous poet. Geoffrey Chaucer. 

VOL. II. 



before, wherefore I cannot think but that they 
liave some comfort;^ I sent to Caisterthat they 
should be wary^ in keeping of the place as ye 
did write to me; haste you to vpeed your 
matters as speedily as ye can that ye may have 
less fellowship atCaister, for the expenses and 
costs be great, and ye have no need thereof, 
and [if] ye remember you ivell what charges ye 
have beside, and how your livelihood is de- 
spoiled and wasted by your adversaries. 

Also I would ye should purvey for your 
sister^ to be with my Lady of Oxford," or with 
my Lady of Bedford^ or in some other wor- 
shipful place whereas ye think best, and I 
will help to her finding, for we be either of us 
weary of other ; I shall tell you more when I 
speak with you ; I pray you do your devyr 
(endeavour) herein as ye will my comfort and 
welfare and your worship, for divers causes 
which ye shall understand afterward, &c. 

I spake with the Lord Scales at Norwich, 
and thanked him for the good lorddbip that he 
had showed to you, and desired his lordship 
to be your continual good lord; and he 
swore by his trotli he would do that he might 
do for you, and he told me that Yelverton 
the justice had spoken to him in your matter, 
but he told me not what ; but I trow and (if) 
ye desired him to tell you he would. Ye are 
beholden to my lord of his good report of you 



' [Comfort is here meant for tupporl.] 

* [Fenn translates beware. In orig. be war."] 

^ This was most probably Margery Paston, with 
whom the whole family were very soon after the 
writing of this letter so much displeased for having 
without their consent contracted herself in marriase 
to Richard Calle. 

* Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir John Howaid. 
knight, and widow of John de Vere. Earl of Oxford. 

' Jaqueline, the widow of John Plantagtmet. Duke 
of Bedford, was at this time the wife of Richard 
Widville, Earl Rivers, by whom she ¥ras the mother 
of Anthonv Widville, Lord Scales, the noblemau 
mentioned in this letter : she died in 1472. 



\ 
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in this coutitry, fur \m reported better of you 
than I trow ye deserve. I felt by him that 
there hath been proffered him large proffen 
on your adrenanei* part again you. 

8eud me word at hastily as ye may after 
the beginning of the term how ye have sped 
in all vour matters, for I shall thmk right 
long till I hear some good tidings. 

Item, I pray you recommend me to the 

?ood ,master* that ye gave to the chapel of 
*aif ter, and tliank him for the great cost that 
he did on me at Norwich ; and if I were a 
great lady he should understand that he 
wiould fare the better for me, for me seemeth 
l>y Iiis demeaning he should be right a good 
man. 



Item, I send you the ouch' with the dia- 
mond, by the bearer hereof. I pray you fbr- 
get not to send me a kerscbe of cr^meUe^ Ibr 
ueckerchie& for your sister Anne^ for I am 
schent (blamed^ of the good lady that the u 
with because she hath none, and I can none 
get in all this town. 

I should write more to yon but for lack of 
leisure; God have you in his keeping, and 
send you good speed in all your matten. 
Written in haste on Easter Moiulay. 
By your mother, 

Mabgabet Pastox. 

Norwfeh, Monday, 
8d of April, 1469. 
9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLXVIr-(LXXXI. vol. iv. p. 319.) 

F.<lwiinl IV. ramo into Norfolk in the spring of the year in 1469. We see the desire wliich noblemen had to 
Ik> honourably attended on toeh ooiouons, and the intevett iliey employed to procure a resnectnMe letkuM 
when th(>y came to meet their eovfureign. Jolin Puton in this case applied to the lady to nad oat her 1m«> 
band's iutuutioBi« and it appesn that his applicatkm was suocesafiil. 

To Matter Sir Jokn Pattom, 



8 IK, I pray you recommend me to my Lord 
Sca1«s*s good lordshijp, and to let him weet 
Uint in like wise as his lordship gave me in 
conimandnicut 1 have inquireil wliat the gen- 
tlomairs answer was that my l^ird of Nor- 
folk sent to await upon him at the king^s com- 
ing into this country; his answer was to my 
Ijord of Norfolk's messenger, that he had pro- 
mised my Lord Scales to await upon him at 
the same season* and inasmuch as he had 
promised my Lord Scales, he would not false 
liis promise for no man on live (a/<Vr). 1 
found tlie means that the said gentlemairs 
wife moved her husband with the same matter 



I l^r. John Yotton. to whom Sir John Pissloii had 
gix-t'n tho chapel in C«i»ler in 146«. 

* .\n inich l« a rollar of fold, fonnerly worn by 
«komon : a K\Ud buttiui. «»t with KMBte jem^l. b like- 
wise si> called, and that most piobablv wa« the onta- 
mmu here mentkuked !;> I^ip sent to :^ John by his 
m«Mher ; >»em«v mppoee it was iatended as a pre- 
•i^nt to hUi IvtroUied oride. 

<* A ker«rhe of n'^nseUe. perhaps means a ker- 
chief K^t nemell. ciewel or worslM. ii> he m»de into 
neck hatHlkeiehiel^ for Ker daujthter .knae, «kho ap- 
^«ear« k> hate been widi some Udy <^ coMqvieace 
tv>r cdacaiioa and boaid. 



af though she had asked him of her own head, 
and he told her that he had given this answer; 
this gentleman is Sir William Calthorpe,^ 
but 1 pray you tell my Lord Scales that ye 
understand not who it is, for he prayed me to 
be secret therein. 

I pray with all my heart hie you home in 
haste, for we think long till ye come ; and I 
pray you send me word whether ye shall be 
made a Christian' man ere ye come home or 
not ; and if so be that ye send any man home 
hastily, 1 pray you send me an hat^ and a 
bonnet by the same man, and let him bring 
the hat upon his head for (/ear of) mis- 



* Sir William Odthorpe. knight, had been Hu'h 
Sheriff of Norfblk and Soliolk, bodi in this and the 
preceding reign, and died very old in 1494. Hia 
second wilV> was Elisabetti. daughter and co-heir 
of Sir MiVtt Stapteion. kniriil. of Ingham. 

* If this mean that Sir J^n FMton was now to be 
chrbtcned it appears wmewhat extraordinary, aud 
what else it can mcen I know not, unless we may 
infer fVom this cxpie«ioa an entianee into some re- 
Ugioos society. 

* We have h«te a ptoof cC &e early introdnctiott of 
hats: and J. Ftaloa'aeaie that his might not be put 
oat of shape, is worthy a Wan of the present age. 
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fashioning of it; I have need to both, fori may 
not ride nor go out at the doors with none that 
I have, they be so lewd (jduAby) ; a murrey 
bonnet, and a black or a tawney hat ; and Grod 



send you your desire ; written at Caister, the 
7th day of Ajiril. Your 

Cwster, Friday, JoHN PastoN. 

7th of April, 1469. 9 £. IV. 



LETTER CCLXVIL— (LXXXII. vol. iv. p. 323.) 

A copy of this and the following letter are written upon the same piece of paper, but without sifnatore or 
addrest. The following memorandum on the back of the paper, however, ascertains both. " Copea LitSrs Dai 
de Scales ad concilia Dflc Norff et al^s (aliot) in fkvore J. l:>aston mil. e6 quod maritaret Cognata suam Anna 
Hawte.*' The contents of these letters sufficiently ascertain the advantages arising ftom forming connexions 
with families of consequence; no sooner was an alliance proposed, but both the father and son take Sir 
John Paston and his affairs under their protection ; the Duke of Norfolk's counsel (of which Lord Scales 
was one) were immediately to take care tluit no fnrAer ii^uries were to be committed upon his property, and 
the servants and dependsmts of these powerful noblemen are to do all in their power to give him every 
assistance. This marriage never took effect, and the manner in which this affair is seveml times mentioned, 
serves only to involve itln mystery. It appears here that the lady's connexio n s were great, and that she 
must have been nearly related to the queen. 



Worshipful and my right good friend, I 
commend me to you; and whereas I am 
informed that my Lord of Norfolk pretendeth 
title to certain lands of Sir John Paston s 
which were late of Sir John Fastolf, it is said 
that by the commandment and supportation 
of my said lord certain his servants felleth 
wood, maketh great waste, and distrained the 
tenants of the said lands, to the great damage 
of the said Sir John Paston and his said 
tenanti ; and also that my said lord intendeth 
to enter certain places of the same; and foras- 
much as marriage is fully concluded betwixt 
the said Sir John Paston and one of my nearest 
kinswomen, I doubt not that your reason 
well conceiveth that nature must compel me 
the rather to show my good will, assistance, 
and favour unto tlie said Sir John in such 
things as concern his inheritance; and 
because 1 am one of my said Ionics counsel, 
and must and will tender his honour, I 
heartily pray you that it may like you to 



advertise and advise my said lord and yours 
that all such entries, felling of wood, distrain- 
ing of tenants, and all such matters like, 
touching the said lands or any part of them, 
be ceased imto such time as a reasonable 
mean may be found by my said lord's 
counsel, my lord my father's, and other cousins 
and friends of my said kinswoman this next 
term, as may be to my said lord's honour, and 
and to the saving of the right title of the said 
Sir John Paston. 

Over this I pray you that ye will inform 
my good friend James Hobart of the premisses, 
that he may advertise my said lord in like- 
wise; and that ye will give credence unto 
William Paston, and I shall be well willed 
to do diat may be to your pleasure, with 
God's mercy. 

From Westminster, the 10th day of ApriL 

Scales. 

Westminster, Monday. 10th of April. 
14G9. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLXVIII.— 

Right trusty and well-beloved, I greet you 
well ; and forasmuch as a marriage is fully 
concluded betwixt Sir John Paston and my 
right near kinswoman Hawte, I will that ye 
and all other my servants and tenants under- 
stand that my lord my father, and I, must 
of nature and reason show unto him our good 
assistance and favour in such matters as he 
shall have a do; wherefore I pray you 
heartily that ye will take the labour to come 
to Norwich to conmiune with William Paston, 



(LXXXIII. vol. iv. p. 325.) 

and to give credence unto him in such 
matters as he shall inform you of mine intent, 
and of certain persons with whom ye shall 
commune by the advice of the said William 
Paston, of such matters as touch the said Sir 
John P&ston, praying you to tender this matter 
as ye would do mine own. 

From Westminster, the 10th day of April. 

Westminster, Scales. 

Monday. 10th of April, 1469. 
9 E. IV. 

c % 



70 



PASTON LETTERS. 



LETTER CCLXIX.— (LXXXIV. toI. it. p. 327.) 

This letter mut luiTe been written in 1469, as the thanks to his broUMr here given by Sir John PaalOD 
related to his proper and spirited conduct at Caister Place. His attention to whose snocess in his marriaM 
with the danghter of Lady Boleyn shows his good nature, and his brotherly regard for him ; and tte 
advice which he gives him, respecting his behaviour hotix to the lady and her daughter, shows Sir John to 
be a man who not only knew the world, but likewise one who understood the paask>ns and prejudicea of 
individuals. He seemed to think too that a handaome young man could not fail of pleading his own cauae 
snceessfally with a young lady. Sir Godf^, or Sir Jeffery Boleyn, was Lord Mavor of London aboat 
1467 or 1458. He died in 1 463, leaving Anne, the daughter of Thomas Lord Hoo and Hastings, his widow, 
by whom ho had three daughters, Isabel, Anne, and Alice; thelast of thesewastheladytownom J.Paalim 
wMied to_pay his addresses, and who afterwards married Sir John Fortescue, knight. The elder married 
'William Qieyney. Esq., and the other became the wife of Sir Henry Heydon, of tiaoonsthorp, knight, mad 
all were great aunts to Queen Anna Boleyn, the mother of our sovereign jElixabeth. 

To my brother, John Paston, 



Right worshipful and yerily well-belored 
brother, I heartily commend me to you, thank- 
ing you of your labour and diligence that ye 
hate in keeping of my place at Caister so 
surely, both with your heart and mind, to 
your great business and trouble ; and I again 
ward nave had so little leisure tiiat I have not 
sped but few of your errands, nor cannot 
before this time. 

As for my Lady Bole3n3*s disposition to 
you ward, I cannot in no wise find her agree- 
able that ye should have her daughter for 
all the privy means that I could make, inso- 
much 1 had so little comfort by all the means 
that I could make that I disdained in mine 
own person to commune with her therein ; 
jievertheless I imderstand that she sayetb, 
" what if he and she can agree I will not let it, 
but 1 will never advise her thereto in no 
wise." And upon Tuesday last past she rode 
home into Norfolk ; wherefore as ye think ye 
may find the mean to speak with her yourself, 
fur without that in mine conceit it will not 
be ; and as for Crosby, 1 understand not that 
there is no marriage concluded between them. 



nevertheless there is great language that it is 
like to be ; ye be personable, and, peradventim^ 
your being once in the sight of the maid, and a 
little discovering of your good will to her, bind- 
ing her to keep it secret^ and that ye can find in 
your heart with some comfort [nipport'] of her 
to find the mean to bring such a matter about 
as shall be her pleasure and yours, bot that 
this ye cannot do without some comfort of 
her in no wise ; and bear yourself as lowly to 
the mother as ye list, but to the maid not too 
lowly, nor that ye be too glad to speed, nor 
too sorry to fail ; and I always shall be your 
herald both here, if she come hither, and at 
home when I come home, which I hope hastily, 
within forty days at the farthest; my mother 
hath a letter which can tell you more, and ye 
may let Daubeney see it. 

John Paston, knight, 

I suppose and (if) ye call well upon R, 
Calle he shall purvey you money. I have 
written to him enough. 

London, April, 
1469. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLXX.— (LXXXV. vol. iv. p. 331.) 

This curious letter furnishes us with the solemn declarations of a sick man on his death-bed, relative to the 
authenticity of the will of Sir John Fastolf, which was proved by John Paston, and which was reported 
not to have lieen tlie real will of that knight. The Pftstons had many long and expensive suits at law oa 
this acouunt. which were not finished either in the life-time of John Faston or in that of his son Sir Johix 
l^tou. Tliese solemn as!=ertions of a priest, and a man of leamin|( and character, thus conscientiously 
declared, must have had great weight m clearing the character of J. Paston ttom tliese foul aspersions, 
especially as they came from so respectable a man as Friar Mowth or Mowglit, who was a brother of con- 
sequence in the monastery at Norwich (see Letter xxix. p. 20). 

John Paston, to his brother Sir John Peuton, 

Sir, please it you to weet that my mother and I to imderstand what his saying shall be in tiic 
1 communed this day with Friar Mowght^ I court when he cometh up to Loudon, which 
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is in this wise : he sayeth that at such time as 
he had shriven Master Brackley^ and how- 
•elled him both, he let him weet that he was 
informed by divers persons that the said 
Master Brackley ought for to be in great 
conscience for such things as he had done 
and said, and caused my father, whom God 
assoil, for to do and say, also, in proving of 
Sir John Fastolf s will ; to whom the said 
Master Brackley answered thus again ; *' I am 
right glad that it cometh to you in mind for 
to move me with this matter in discharging of 
my conscience against God ;*' saying further- 
more to the said Friar Mowght, by the way 
that his soul should to, that the will that 
my father put into the court was as verily 
Sir John Fastolf s will as it was true that he 
should once die. This was said on the Sun* 
day when the said Brackley wend (thought) 
to have died then ; on the Monday he revived 
again, and was well amended till on the Wed- 
nesday, and on the Wednesday he sickened 
again, supposing to have died forthwith, and 
in his sickness he called Friar Mowght, which 
was confessor unto him, of his own motion, 
saying unto him in this wise, '^ Sir, whereas 
of your own motion ye moved me the last 
day to tell you after my conscience of Sir 
John Fastolf s will likewise as I knew ; and 
now of mine oivn motion, and in discharging 
of my soul, for I know well that I may not 
escape but that I must die in haste, wherefore 
I desire you that {you) will report after my 
death that I took it upon my soul at my 
dying that that will that John Paston put in 
to be proved was Sir John Fastolf s will ;' and 
the said Brackley died the same Wednesday. 



And whereas ye would have had Richard 
Calle to you as on Sunday last past, it was this 
Tuesday ere I had your letter ; and whereas 
it pleaseth you for to wisb me at Eltham, at 
the tourney,* for the good sight that was 
there, by truth I had lever (rather) see you 
once in Caister-hall than to see as many 
king*s tourneys as might be betwixt Eltham 
and London. 

And, Sir, whereas it liketh you to desire \o 
have knowledge how that I have done with 
the Lady Boleyu, by my faith I have done nor 
spoken nought in that matter, nor nought 
will do till time that ye come home, and {if) 
ye come not this seven year; notwithstanding 
the Lady Boleyn was in Norwich in the weeK 
after Easter, from the Saturday till the Wed- 
nesday, and Heydon's wife and mistress Alice 
both, and I was at Caister and wist not of it ; 
her men said that she had none other errand 
to the town but for to sport her, but so God 
help me, I suppose that she wend {thought) I 
would have been in Norwich for to have seen 
her daughter. I beseech you with all my 
heart hie you home though ye should tarry 
but a day, for I promise you your folk think 
that ye have forgotten tiiem, and the most 
part of them must depart at Whitsuntide at 
the furthest, they will no longer abide ; and 
as for R. Calle we cannot get half a quarter 
the money that we pay for the bare housebolck 
beside men's wages. Daubeney nor I may 
no more without coinage. 

Your 

JoBN Paston. 

^pril, 1469. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLXXL— (LXXXVI. vol. iv. p. 335.) 

As Ring Edward often made excorsions. and by hit inainuating manner and address conciliated the minds of 
his subjects, and induced them to bestow liberal gifts npon him, it cannot be certainly known whether tiiis 
visit to Norwich was merely to raise money, or whether, having intimations of the discontent of the Karl 
of Warwick, tht king was endeavouring to make himself popular, the better to encounter and defeat any 
designs of that nobleman. His maimer of travelling, his attendants, and the familiar conversations which 
are drawn in this letter with ease and precision, interest the reader as well as delineate the manners of the 
times. We find the Duke of Gloucester accompanied the king, but we hear nothing of the Duke of Cla- 



1 The meaning of this is, after he had heard his 
confession and administered the extreme sacrament 
lo Master Diackley. 



3 Sir John Paston is said to hare been the king's 
champion at this tournament at Eltham. 
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after Carattec 
taaaljr very ftrypcr 

bat I will k( the lav 




To&r 



To begin, God ydd (MM w fftaerve) * Tua 
Ibr nj hati. The long liath been in tint 
coontrj, and wcnhipfiill j received into Nor> 
wich, Uid bad rigfat good dieer and gicat 

giib in diif eoontrj, wberevitb be boldctfa I 

bim ao well content fbat be will baetflr be i 

bene again, and die qoeen alio, widi wbom I 

bj my poor adriee je fball come, if ao be i 

tibatdie tenn be done by tbat time tbatibe j 

eome into tbia country; and as for your \ 

matten bere, ao God belp me, I bare done aa j 

nodi as in me was, in laboorinfr of tbem, aa ; 

well to my Lord Rirert* as to my Lord Scales,* j 

Sir Jobn Wydrillc, Tbcmas Wingfield and | 
otfaers aboot the king. And as for tbe Lord 
Riren, be said tomT ancle WiUiam, Fair&z, 
and me, that be sboold more the king to 

meak to tbe two Dukes of Norfolk and SolTolk j 

tnat they should leave of their titles of socb | 

land as were Sir Jobn Fastolfs, and if ao be j 

that tbey would do nought at tbe king's re* { 

Guest, diat then tbe king should coimnand ; 

mem to do no waste, nor make none assaultiUM' ; 

frays upon your tenants uor places, till such • 

^ime as the law hath determiued with you or . 

against you ; this was said by him the same , 

day in the moniing that he departed at noon ; - 

whether he moved the king with it or not I i 

cannot say, my uncle William thinks nay ; I 

aiid the same afternoon following I told my j 

Lord .Scales that 1 had spoken with my lord i 

lii^ father in like form as I hare rehearsed, ' 

and asked him whether tbat my lord his father [ 
liad spoken to the king or not, and he gave 
me this answer, that whether he had enoken 
to tlie king or not that the matter should do 
well enough. 

^ \Yeld is rather rAoaA. Ithssocc m re d in time 
TOlumes almdv more than onoe in that wnse.] 

> Richard Wydvilie. Earl RiT«n, fadier to th« 
qaeen, was at this time Laid Treamier. Th s no- 
bleman and his eldest aon Sir Jtthn Wj^ville. were 
in Au^st following both beheaded at Northampton, 
by a riotous mob headed by one Robert of Riddes- 
dale. 

» Anthony Wydville, Lord Scales, was 8ec3nd son 
to the Earl Kiver^i. 



TboMs Wnig6cid fold 




iiulo nsc^ uiat 

and beaoagbt kim to show my lonl 

bis mattass agunat too, Aaft Ifae king 

onto kim again "Ifandon, thm^gk ikam. 
canst begoile the Doke of Bioiloik and bring 
khnabont the thnmb aa thoa liat^ 1 left ' 
vcet thoa shalt not do me ao ; fcr I 

Mand tfay false dealing wdl enoogli.^ 

ke aid unto bim, uw eoig, that if lay I^ni 
oTNorlblkleftnotof hbbold ofduift nntto 
fkat BrandoD dbonld repent it, erery vein ii 
bis heart, Ibr he told him that he knev wD 
enough Aat he might rale my Lovd of NoHblk 
as be would, and if my lord did auytium 
^at were eoirfary to hu lawa, the kiny tali 
him he knew well enough that it was by no- 
body's means but by lus^ and thus he de* 
parted fium die king. 

Item, aa by words, the Locd Scalea and 
Sir John Wydrille took tender your ■■■tlm 
more than the Lord Rivets 

Item, Sir John Wydville told nae, when 
he was on horseback at the king's departing, 
that tibe kii^ had commanded Brandon of 
purpose to ride forth from Norwich to Lynn, 
fur to take a conclusion in your matter for 
you ; and he bade me that I should cast no 
doubts but that ye should have your intent, 
and so did the Lord Scsdes also'; and when 
that I prayed them at any time to riiow their 
favour to your matter, they answered that it 
was dieir matter as well as yours, considering 
the alliance betwixt yoo.* 

Commune with Jakys Hawte, and he shall 
tell you what language was spoken between 
the Duke of Suffolk's counsel, and him, and 
me; it is too Xfsug to write, but I promise 
you ye are bdioldai to Jak^n, for he spared 
not to speak. 

Item, the king rode through Heylesdon 
Warren towards Walsingham, and Thomas 
Wingfield promised me that he would find 

^ * 

* This refers to the coolrsct between Sir John Pas- 
tun and Auae Hawte.- 
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the means that my Lord of Gloucester,* and 
himself both should show the king the lodge* 
that was broken down, and also that they 
would tell him of the breaking down of the 
place. 

Contrary to these matters and all the 
comfort that I had of my Lord Scales, Sir 
John Wydville, and Thomas Wingfield^ my 
uncle William saith that the king told him 
(with) his own mouth, when he had ridden 
forth by the lodge in Heylesdon Warren, that 
he supposed as well that it might fall down 
by the self as be plucked down, for if it 
had been plucked down he said that we 
might have put in our bills of it when 
his judges sat on the oyer and determiner in 
Norwicl^ he being there ; and then my uncle 
saith how that he answered the king, that ye 
trusted to his good grace that he should set 
you thorough with both the dukes by mean 
of treaty, and he saith that the king answered 
him that he would neither treat nor speak for 
you, but for to let the law proceed, and so 
he saith that they departed ; and by my troth 
and (i/) my Lord Treasurer encourage you not 
more than he did us here, ye shall have but 
easy help as on that party, wherefore labour 
your matters eiTectually, for by my troth it is 
needy; for, for all their words of 'pleasure, 
I cannot understand what their labour in this 
country hath done good, wherefore be not 
over swift till ye be sure of your land, but 
labour sore the law, for by my troth till that 
be passed with you ye get but easy help as I 
can understand. 

I had with me one day at dinner in my 
mother 8 place, she being out, the Lord Scales, 
Sir John Wydville, Sir John Howard, Nichol- 



as Howard, John of Parr, Thomas Garnet, 
Festus Cheyney, Trussel the knight's son, 
Thomas Boleyn, qua propter {in short) 
Brampton, Bernard, and Broom, Perse Howse, 
W. Tonstal, Lewis de Bretayl, and others, 
and made them good cheer, so as they held 
them content. 

Item, my Lord of Norfolk gave Bernard, 
Broom, nor me no gowns at this season, 
wherefore I awaited not on him ; notwith- 
standing I offered my service for ^at season 
to my lady, but it was refused, I wot by ad- 
vice ; wherefore I purpose no more to do so. 
As for Bernard, Barney, Broom, and W. Cal- 
thorpe are sworn my Lord of Gloucester's men, 
but I stand yet at large notwithstanding my 
Lord Scales spoke to me to be with the king, 
but I made no promise so to be, for I told 
him that I was not worth a groat without 
you, and therefore I would make no promise 
to nobody till they had your good wUl first, 
and so we departed. 

It was told me that there was out a privy 
seal for you to attend upon the king north- 
ward ; and if it be so, I think verily it is 
done to have you from London by craft, that 
ye should not labour your matters to a con- 
clusion this term, but put them (m) delay. 
I pray you purvey you on it to be at home 
as soon as the term is done, for by God I 
take great hurt for mine absence in divev 
places, and the most part of your men at 
Caister will depart without abode and (if) ye 
be not at home within this fortnight. I pray 
you bring home points and laces of silk for 
you and me. 

John Paston. 
1469. 9E.IV. 



LETTER fJCLXXII.— (LXXX VIL vol. iv. p. 345.) 

On the back of this letter is written. '* pro muiitag. intr Blcm Call and Mai^am Fkston." " A pleasant IrS 
to Sir J. Fasten, Arom his brother J. Paston. wherein the •toutneas of Sir John is somewhat declared." 
The stoutness, or rather family pride, both of Sir John Faston and his brother, are discovered in this letter, 
in the behaviour of the one to the Duke of Norfolk, and in the disdain whidi the other showed to the idea 
of his sigter*s marriage with a person in trade. Richard Calle has been often mentioned in the course of 
Uiese letters, and he seems to have been a confidential fHend of the fiunily. This, however, seems in the 
opinion of J. FSaton by no means to have been sufBcient to have authorised his pretensions to become the 
husband of hit sister. [This, however, seems strangely in contradiction with Letter odv. p. 7, where, accord - 
ing to Fenn. Sir John had agreed to the marriage, but only wished it deforred.] We here see the origin of 
the Duke of Norfolk's claim to Caister to have arisen ttom hU supposed purchase of it ttom two of Sir 



1 Rfehard Duke of Gloucester, afterwards King 
Richard III. 



' For a All] account of the mischief here done, see 
Letter ccxxxviii. vol. i. p. 191.) 
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John Faatoiri occntora : fhis dMim be pnisned, and in a few BMmtlis after tbe writing of this letter, be- 
tiftfA the plaee in form. Imvinii been, I presame, reftaard a peaerable entry by John Pluton, who drfianded 
it for his bmthrr. and in which defimoe Danbenev and others loat tlirir lives. The letter is cariosu, and 
written in such an easy and familiar style as greatly to intemt the reader in itscontents. [It is, however, 
atnuurely stafTed with 1^ needless oaths, whidi were too customary at the time. Fenn aays *' Ihuihfay 
and others loss their lives ;" the others werp two men of the Dakc of Norfolk's party.] 

To Sir John PoMiom, Knighi. 



Sir, pleaaetb it to understand, that I conceive, 
hy your letter which that ye sent me by Jnddy, 
that ye have heard of Richard Calle's labour 
whicli he maketh by our ungracious sister^s 
assent, but whereas they write that they have 
my good will thoein, saving your reverence, 
they falsely lie of it, fw they never spake to 
me of that matter, nor none other body m their 
name. Lovell asked me once a question 
whether that I understood how it was betwixt 
Ri Calle and my sister ; I can think tliat it 
was by Calle 8 means, for when I asked him 
whether Calle desired him to move me that 
question or not, he would have gotten it away 
by hums and by haas, but I would not so be 
answereil ; wherefore at the last he told me diat 
bis eldest son desired him to spere (inquire) 
whether that Richard Calle were sure of her 
or not, for he said that he knew a good mar- 
riage fur her, Imt I wot he lied, for he is whole 
with Richard Calle in that matter; where- 
fore to that intent that he nor they should pick 
no comfort of me, I answered him diat and 
(i/*i my father, whom God assoil ! were alive, 
and had consented thereto, and my mother, 
and ye lH)th. lie should never have my good 
will for to make my sister to sell candle and 
miistanl in Framlingham, and thus, widi more 
whioh were too long to write to you, we de- 
parted [/Kir/rr/]. 

And whereas it pleaseth you in your letter 
to cry me mercy fi>r that ye sent me not 
such srear as I sent you money for ; I cry you 
mercy that I was &i» lewd ntd*) to encum- 
ber you with any so simple a matter, con- 
sidering; the great matters and weighty that 
ye have to do; but neeil compelled me, for in 
tliis country is no suchstuffas I sent to you fw. 
Also, wherpas it pleaseth you to sfnd 
to Richard Calle to deliver me money, so Gfod 
help me I will none ask him for myself, nor 
none had I of him, nor of none other man but 
of mijie own since ye departed, but that little 
that I might forbear (spart) of mine own I 
have delivered to Daubeney for household, 
and paid it for you in meu^s wages, and then* 



fore whoever sendeth you word that I bave 
spent you any money since ye went faonoe, 
they must give you another reckonings, saving 
in meat and drink, for I eat like an horse, of 
purpose to eat you out at the doors, but thst 
ncedeth not for you come not within Atem, 
wherefore so God help me, the fellowship 
here tiiinks that ye have forgotten us all^ 
wherefore and ((^ anything be ill ruled when 
ye come home wyte {biune) it youiself for 
default of oversight. 

Also, I understand for very certain, and it 
is sent me so word out of my lord's boose, 
diat this Pentecost (fVhiistmtide) is mj lord*s 
couumI at Framlingham, and tiiey parpose 
this week and the next to hold courts here at 
Caister, and at all other manors that were Sir 
John Fastolfs, purchased of Yelverton and of 
Sir Thomas Howys, whom God assoil, and 
how that my demeaning should be it is too late 
to send to you for advice, wherefore and (if) 
I do well I ask no thank, and if I do ill I 

Eray you lay the default cm over little wit, 
ut I purpose to use the first point of hawking, 
to hold fast and (i/) I may ; but so God help 
me, and (if) they might pull down the house 
on our heads I wyte (Mime) them not, which I 
trust to God to keep them from ; for by God 
that bought me, the best earl in England 
would not deal so with my lord and my lady 
as ye do, without making of some means to 
them ; so God help me, whosoever advise you 
to do so he is not your friend ; and I may I 
trust to God to see you about Midsummer or 
before, for in good faith I ween ye purpose 
you that it snail be Easter ere ye come home, 
for all your servants here ween diat ye purpose 
no more to deal with them, but to leave them 
here in hostage to my Loid of Norfolk. 

Also, Sir, I pray you purvey what inn^ that 
my brodier Edmund shall be in, for he loseth 
sore his time here I promise you ; I pray you 
send me word by the next messenger that 

> [The inn to be purveyed was an inn of court no 
doubt. But Edmnnd became a soldier, and was in 
garrison at Calais in 1473.] 
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cometh, and I shall either send him or bring 
him up with me to London. 

• Also, Sir, we poor sans deniers (moneyless 
men) of Caister have broken three or four steel- 
bows, wherefore we beseech you and there be 
any maker of steel-bows in Lfindon which is 
very cunning, that ye will send me word, and 
I shall send you the bows that be broken, 
which be your own great bow, and Robert 
Jackson's bow, and John Pampyng's bow ; 
these three have cast so many calvys that they 



shall never cast quarrels (tquare^ieaded ar^ 
rows) till they be new made. 

I pray you find the means that my lord 
may have some reasonable mean proffered, so 
that he and my lady may understand that ye 
desire to have his good lordship ; I promise 
you it shall do you ease and your tenants 
both, and God preserve {you). 

John Paston. 

Caister, Whitsuntide, 
May, 1469. 9 E. IV. 
Whitsunday was on the 21st May, in 1469. 



LETTER CCLXXIII.— (LXXXVIII. vol. iv. p. 351.) 

On the back of this letter is the following memorandum. " Lra Kici Calle Margerie Paston filie JohTi 
Paston a'ri qnft ptea duxit in uxrem." We cannot read this letter without entering into the private family- 
concerns of the Pastona, and however we may think with them that their daughter may have made, without 
their knowledge and consent, an improper contract, yet we must pity the lover. In ancient times families in- 
termarried more amongst those of their own rank than at present; the gentry considered those in trade as 
moving in a different sphere to them ; they dealt with them and required their attendance, but they scorned 
to intermarry. The extension of commerce and the largo fortunes raised by the merchants and men of busi- 
ness have however broken down those harriers of distinction ; and not only the gentleman but the nobleman. 
now often select their wives from the city, and introduce into their families the daughters of those, who. by 
their honourable and extensive dealings in various branches of traffic, have enriched themselves, and trained 

.* up their children to become that elevated situation which their beauty, their edncation, and their good 
qualities, enables them to adorn. The picture drawn in this letter is a true one, and gives us a much better 
idea of ancient family matters than the most laboured disquisition of a dry historian. 

To Mistress Margery Paston. 



Mine own lady and mistress, and before God 
very true wife, I with heart full sorrowful re- 
commoid me unto you, as he that cannot be 
merry, nor nought shall be till it be otherwise 
with us than it is yet, for this life that we lead 
now it neither pleasure to God nor to the 
world, considering the great bond of matri- 
mony that is made betwixt us, and also the 
gre&t love that hath been and as I trust yet is 
betwixt us, and as on my part never greater; 
wherefore I beseech Almighty God comfort us 
as soon as it pleaseth him, for we that ought 
of very right to be most together are most 
asunder, meseemeth it is a thousand year 
ago since that I spake with you, I had lever 
{rather) than all the good in the world I 
might be with you ; alas, alas ! good lady, full 
little remember they what they do that keep 
us thus asunder, four times in the year are 
they accursed that let (hinder) matrimony ; it 
causeth m^y men to deem in them they have 
large conscience in other matters as well as 
herein; but what lady suffer as ye have 
clone ; and make you as merry as ye can, 
for I wis, lady, at the long way, God will of 



his righteousness help his servants that mean 
truly, and would live according to his laws, 
&c. 

I understand, lady, ye have had as much 
sorrow for me as any gentlewoman hath had 
in the world, as would God all that sorrow 
that ye have had had rested upon me, and that 
ye had been discharged of it, for I wis, lady, 
it is to me a death to hear that ye be entreated 
otherwise than ye ought to be ; this is a pain- 
ful life that we lead, I cannot live thus with- 
out it be a great displeasure to God. 

Also like you to weet that I had sent you a 
letter by my lad from London, and he told 
me he might not speak with you, there was 
made so great await upon him and upon you 
both : he told me John Thresher came to him 
in your name, and said that ye sent him to 
my lad for a letter or a token which I should 
have sent you, but he trust him not, he would 
not deliver him none ; after that he brought 
him a ring, saying that ye sent it him, com- 
manding him that he should deliver tlie letter 
or token to him, which I conceive since by my 
lad it was not by your sending, it was b^ ^^cv^ 
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miftrfff and Sir Jameses adyice;^ alas! what 
mean they f I luppote they deem we be not 
enfuzed together, and if they to do I monrel, 
for then they are not well advised, remember- 
ing the plamness that I brake to my migtrett 
at the beginning, and I luppoee by you, both,* 
and ye did as ye ought to do of Tery right, 
and if ye have done the contrary, as I have 
been informed ye have done, ye did neither 
conciensly (contcUntioutly) nor to tiie pleasure 
of God, without ye did it for fear and for the 
time, to please such as were at that time about 
you ; and if ye did it for this cause, it was a 
reasonable cause, considering the great and 
importable ' calling upon that ye had, and 
many an untrue tsde was made to you of me, 
which, God know it^ I was never guilty of. 

My lad told me that my mistress your 
mother asked him if he had brought any let- 
ter to you, and many other things she bare 
him on hand, and among all other at the last 
she said to him that I would not make her 
"pnyy to the beginning, but she supposed I 
would at the ending; and as to that Grod 
knoweth, she knew it first of me and none 
other ; I wot not what her mistress-ship meaneth, 
for by my troth there is no gentlewoman alive 
that my heart tendereth more than it doth 
her, nor is loather to displease, saving only 
your person, which of very right I ought to 
tender and love best, for 1 am bound thereto 
by the law of God, and so will do while that 
I live whatsoever fall of it ; I suppose and (if) 
ye tell them sadly (seriously) the truth, they 
will not damn their souls for us ; though I 
tell them the truth they will not believe me 
as well as they will do you, and therefore, 
good lady, at tiiie reverence of God be plain 



to ihem and tell the tmdi, and if tbey will in 
no wise agree thereto, betwixt God, &% deril, 
and tfaem be it^ and that peril that we should 
be in I beseech God it may lie upon them and 
not upon na; I am heavy and sorry to lemem* 
her their di^KMition. God send them grace to 
guide all things well, as well (as) I would 
they did ; God be their guide;, and send them 
peace and rest, &c. 

I marvel much that they should take this 
matter so heedely (etuttioutfy)* as I under- 
stand they do, remembering it is in such case 
as it cannot be remedied, and my desert upon 
every behalf it is for to be thought there 
should be none obstacle against it; and also 
the worshipful that is in them is not in your 
marriage, it is in their own marriage^ which 
I beseech God send them such as may be 
to their worship and pleasure to God, and 
to their hearts ease, for else were it great 
pity. Mistress, I am afraid to write to you, 
for I understand ye have showed my letters 
that I have sent you before this time; htit I 
pray you let no creature see this letter, as 
soon as ye have read it let it be burnt, for I 
would no man should see it in no wise ; ye 
had no writing from me this two year,' nor I 
will not send you no more, therefore I remit 
all this matter to your wisdom ; Almighty 
Jesu preserve, keep, and (give) you your 
heart's desire, which I wot well snould be to 
God's pleasure, &c. 

This letter was written with as great pain 
as ever wrote I thing in my life, for in good 
faith I have been right sick, and yet am not 
verily at ease, God amend it, &c. 



1469. 9E. IV. 



Richard Calle. 



LETTER CCLXXI v.— (XXV. vol ii. p. 17.) 

Humphrey Lord Stafford was created Earl of Devonshire in May 1469, and beheaded at Bridgewater. the 
17th of August following, by command of the king, for abandoning the Earl of Pembroke before the battle 
of Banbury ; by which means the rebel* were victorious. 

To my worAipfttl brother y Sir John Paston, be thit bill delivered in hatte. 



Right worshipful brother, I recommend me 
unto you, lettmg you to weet that my Lord 

» [Probably Sir James Oloys.] 
' [Tlie construction is rather obaeore here, but we 
think he means to speak of the plainness with which 
I and (I suppose) you, both, brake the matter to my 
mistress, if ye did as ve ought to have done. See.'] 

3 [/fsforfab/e— nnbeantble.] 



Stafford was made Earl of Devonshire upon 
Sunday; and as for the king, as I understiind 

* [We rather think Asmft'/y— angrily, madly— is 
here meant] 

* [This would seem to put letter cdv. at least as 
Hi back as 1466. and is scarcely recondleable with 
Letter cdzxii., where the marriage seems spoken of 
as recent.] 
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lie departyt (depart*) to Walsingham^ upon 
Friday come lev'night, and the queen also, 
if Grod send her hele (health). And as for the 
king, (he) was appointed for to go to Calais, 
and now it is put off. 

And also as for the going to the sea, my 
Lord of Warwick^s ships go to tlie sea, as I 
understand. None other tidings I can none 



write unto you, but Jesu have you in his 
keeping. 

Written at Windsor on Monday after Whit- 
sunday in haste, &c. 

By your brother,* 

James Hawte. 
Whitsun Monday, 
22nd of May, 1469. 9 Ed. IV. 



LETTER CCLXX v.— (XXVL vol. ii. p. 19.) 

This letter shows the attention which the city of Norwich wished to pay to the qaeen on her reception, and 
during her residence there. Henry Spelman married Ela, daughter and coheir of William de Marburgh, 
and was the first of that Aunily tliat settled at Narborough in luirfiolk. 

To the right reverend Sir Henry Spelman, recorder of the city of Norwichy be thit letter 

delivered. 



Right reverend Sir, I recommend me to you. 
Please it you to know this same day came to 
me the sheriff of Norfolk^ himself, and told 
me that the queen * shall be at ^orwich upon 
Tuesday * come sev'night surely. And I de- 
sired to have know of him, because this should 
be her first coming hither, how we should 
be ruled, as well in her receiving as in ber 
abiding here. And he said he would not 
occupy him therewith, but he counselled us 
to write to you to London, to know of them 
that been of counsel of that city, or with 
other worshipful men of the same city, that 
been knowing in that behalf; and we to be 
ruled thereafter as were according \ftting] 
for us; for he let me to weet that she would 



desire to be received and attended as worriiip- 
fully as ever was queen afore her.' Where- 
fore I, by the assent of my brethren aldermen, 
&c., pray you heartily to have tbis labour for 
this city, and that it please you, if it may be, 
that at that day ye be here in proper person. 
And I trust in God, that either in rewards or 
else in thankings both of the king's coming 
and in this, ye shall be pleased as worthy is. 
Written in haste at Norwich, the 6th day of 
July anno 9^ Regis Edw^ quarti. 

By your well-wilier, 

John Aubrv,^ &c. 

Norwich, 
Thursday, 0th of July, 
1469. 9E.IV. 



LETTER CCLXXVI.— (XXVIL vol. ii. p. 23.) 

Tliore is no date to this letter; whether it refers therefore to the coming of the king into Norfolk, in 1469 or 
in 1474. is uncertain and of little consequence; the chief reason for inserting it was to show the prenaratious 
expected to he made for the attending upon and receiving him. The neeuliaritv of the Dnke of Norfolk's 
liveries is worthy notioe« heing to Ke made party-colonred of blue and tawny, having the left side of the 
former, and the right of the latter colour. Dresses of this kind may be seen in various illuminated manu- 
scripts of this age. [From the time of Richiud II. there had been many enactments agamst the practice of 
keeping large bands of liveried retainers. The prohibition was renewed 8 Edward IV. c. 2, and the penalty 
was one hundred shillings for evety person, " ower than his menial servant, officer, or man learned in the 
one law or the other," so retained by any one " of what estate, degree, or condition that he be ;'* the fine to 
he repeated for every month " that any such person is so retained by him, by oath, writing, indenture, or 
promise." and a like penalty on the person reUhied. The exceptions, however, are numerous. '* Provided 

^ This must have been on a pilgrimage to our Lady I * Roger Ree was sheriff of Norfolk in 1 469. 
of Walsingham in Norfolk. * EUiabeth, queen of Edward IV. 

'^ I do not know why he calls Sir John Paston I <> ISthof July, 1469. 
his brother ; for Sir John certainly never married t < [A necessary caution, perhaps, on account of her 

Anne Hawte, who possibly might be the sister of I birth.] 
James. I ' John Aubry was mayor of Norwich in 1469. 
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mUo. that this nrdinanee 4o not extend to any livery giveB or to be friven at ihe king's or qaeen*S4 
or at the sUllation of an archbiahop or hUhop. or erection, creation, or marria^ of any loid or lady of 
«state. or at the creation of kniffhti of the B:ith. or at th« eommnicement of any derk in any nnireniky, or 
nt the creation of aeijeants in the law. or by nny iniild, f^atemit^, or myaterv corporate, or by Um mmfUK 
and therifrt of London, or any other mayor. therilT, or other chief officer of any dty, bonmith. town, or 
port of this realm of England fur the time being, daring that time, and for execoting their oOe* or fwat- 
pation; nor to any badges or liveries to be given in defence of the king and of this rnlm of Eaglaad: nor 
to the constable and marshal, nor to any of them for giving any badge, livery, or token for any wnA fbnt of 
arms to be done within this renlm : nor to any of tiie wardens toward Scodand fur any livery, taaln. or 
token of them to l)e given from Trent northward, at such time onlv as shall be necessary to levy peoplB ftr 
defence of the said marshes, m any of tliem.*' We should think tfiat now. at least, a coach and Ibar ini|^ 
be driven thrmigh an act like this, althongh the Earl of Oxford could not escape ; bat to be aaro he vw 
taken by snrpriae. and entrapped by a powerful antagonist. Bat, as Hallam remarks. (' State of EuopB 
daring Uie Middle Ages.' vol. iii. p. S46.) " it appears that, fiur ftom these acts being regarded, it wi 
sider^ as a mark of respect to the king** (and he cites this letter as a prooO " for the noblemen and 
to meet him with as many attendants in livery nt they could master. Sir Joha Paston was to n 
twenty men in their livery gowns, and the Duke of Norfolk two handred. Thb illostrates the well-ki 
«t(n7 of Henry VII. and 'the Earl of Oxford, and shows the mean and oppressive conduct of tbe Uog In 
that affair, which Hume has pretended to justify.**] 

To my moiheTf and to my brother John Paston. 



Bbotiier, it is so that the king shall come 
into Norfolk in haste, and I wot (know) not 
whether that I may come with him or not ; if 
I come, I must do make a livery of twenty 
gowns, which I must pick oijtt by your advice ; 
and as for the cloth for such persons as be in 
that country, if it might be had there at Nor- 
wich or not I wot not; and what persons I 
am not remembered. 

If my mother be at Caister, as there shall 
be no doubt, for the keeping of the place while 
the king is in that country, that I may have 
the most part at Caister.* 

And whetlier ye will offer yourself to wait 



upon my Lord of Norfolk or not, I would ye 
did that best were to do; I would do my 
lord pleasure and service, and so I would ye 
did, if I wist Qhouyht) to be sure of his good 
lordship in time to come. He shall have two 
hundred in a livery blue and tawny,' and 
blue on the left side, and both dark coloon. 

I pray you send me word and your advice 
by Juddy of what men, and what hone I oouH 
be purveyed of, if so be that I must needs 
come ; and of your advice in all thing;s hj 
writing, and I shall send you hastily otlior 
tidings. Let Sorrell ® be well kept. 

John Paston, knight. 



LETTER CCLXXVII.— (LXXXIX. vol. iv. p. 359.) 

We find by the conversatioo here given us between the Bishop of Norwich. Agnes Pastnn. and Margnrot 
Paston. that a contract of marriage had been made between Margery Paston. the dauj^hter of the latter, 
and Pichard Calle, and that her family wished to have a hearing in the ffishop's Court, either to disprove 
it, or. if proved, to set it aside. The young lady's behaviour, and the account which both she and Richard 
Calle give of the contract, seem to confirm it. and obliged the bishop to take time to consider of the matter 
before any sentence could be pronounced ; though he seemed to wish to have it in his power to at^ost the 
matter to the satisfaction of the family. The expressions of Margaret Paston respecting her daughter must 
l>e rend with some allowance; we must cnnstr^ie some of them as words of passion and resentment, arising 
from her avowal of her intentions to fUlfll the contract, &c. [The bishop was still Walter Lyhert or 
Hart, who died in 1472.] 

To Sir John Patton, Knight, 



I GREET you well, and send you God*s 
blessing and mine ; letting you weet that on 
Thursday last was, my mother and I were 
with my Lord of Norwich, and desired him 

1 TThis sentence is not clear . Perhaps *' the most 
part " may mean the strongest party.] 



that he would no more do in the matter 
touching your sister till that ye and my 



' Tawny colour appears to have been a yellowish 
dusky broi»n orange cokMir, and much woim at this 
time. 

' A horse so called. 
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brother and others that were executors to 
your father might be here together, for they 
had the rule of her as well as I ; aud he said 
plainly that he had been required so often to 
examine her, that he might not nor would no 
longer delay it, and charged me in pain of 
cursing that she should not be deferred, but 
that she should appear before him the next 
day ; and I said plainly that I would neither 
bring her nor send her; and then he said 
that he would send for her himself, and 
charged that she should be at her liberty to 
come when he sent for her ; and he said by 
his troth that he would be as sorry for her, 
and (i/*) she did not well, as he would be 
and {if) she were right near of his kin, both 
for my mother's sake and mine, and other of 
her friends, for he wist well that her demean- 
ing had sticked sore at our hearts. 

My mother and J informed him that we 
could never understand by her saying, by no 
language that ever she had to him, that 
neither of them were bound to other, but 
that tliey might choose, both ; then he said 
that he would say to her as well as he could 
before that he examined her ; and so it was 
told me by divers persons that he did as well 
and as plainly as (t/*) she had been right 
near to him, which were too long to write at 
this time, hereafter ye shall weet, and who 
were labourers therein; the chancellor^ was 
not so guilty therein as I wend {thought^ he 
had been. 

On Friday the bishop he sent for her by 
Ashtield and other that are right sorry of her 
demeaning, and the bishop said to her right 
plaiidy, and put her in remembrance how 
she was bom, what kin and friends that she 
had, and should have more if she were ruled 
and guided after them ; and if she did not, 
what rebuke, and shame, and loss should be 
to her if she were not guided by them, and 
cause of forsaking ^ of her for any good, or 
help, or comfort that she should have of them ; 



1 Dr. John Saresson, otherwiie Wigenhale, was 
chancellor tu the bishop from 1435 to 1471, and had 
oUier church preferment in the diocese. 

3 [And be Ute cause of their fbrsaking, &c Many 
instances of this concise style will have been already 
noticed in these letters, and was by no means un- 
common among our best writers to a much later 
period.} 



a,t she^ 
itnotj 
tke itt 



and said that he had heard say that she loved 
such one that her friends were not pleased 
with that she should have, and therefore he 
bade her be right well advised how she did ;. 
and said that he would understand the words 
that she had said to him whether it made 
matrimony or not, and she rehearsed what she 
had said, and said if those words made 
sure, she said boldly that she would make 
surer ere than she went thence, for she said 
she thought in her conscience she was bound 
whatsoever the words were ; these lewd words 
grieveth me aud her grandam as much as all 
the remanent ; and then the bishop and the 
chancellor both said that there was neither 
I nor no friend of hers would receive (her). 

And then Calle was examined apart by him- 
self, that her words and his accorded, and the 
time, and where it should have been done; 
and tlien the bishop said that he supposed 
that there should be found other things 
against him that might cause the letting 
thereof, and therefore he said he would not 
be too hasty to give sentence thereu^jou, and 
said that he would give over day till the 
Wednesday or Thursday after Michaelmas^ 
aud so it is delayed ; they would have had 
her will iieifurmed in haste, but the bishop 
said he would none otherwise than he had 
said. 

I was with my mother at her place when 
she was examined, and when I heard say 
what her demeaning was, I charged my 
servants that she should not be received in 
my house : I had given her warning, she 
might have been aware afore if she had been 
gracious; and I sent to one or two more 
diat they should not receive her if she came; 
she was brought again to my place for to 
have been received, and Sir James told them 
that brought her that I had charged them all 
and she should not be received ; and so my 
Lord of Norwich hath set her at Roger Best's, 
to be there till the day before said, God 
knoweth full evil against his will and hi» 
wife's if they durst do otherwise ; I am sorry 
that they are cumyred {cumberedy or troubled} 
with her, but yet I am better paid {satisfied) 
that she is there for the while than she had 
been in other place, because of the sadness 
(seriottsneu) aud good disposition of himself 
and his wife, for she shall not be sou'd 
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(tuffertd f) there to play the brethel (frail 
one); I pray you aiid require you that ye 
take it not pensily {hMvify), for I wot well 
it goeth right near your heart, and so doth it 
to mine and to omen, but remember you, 
and ao do I, that we have lost of her but a 
brethel, and let it the len to heart, for and 
(^f) ihe had been good, wheresoever she had 
been, it should not have been as it is, for 



and 



(if) he were dead at this hour, slie 
shoula never be at mine heart as she was. 
As for the divorce that ye write to me of, I 
suppose what ye meant, but I charge you 
upon my blessing that ye do not, nor cause 
none other to do, that should offend Grod and 
your conscience, for and (if) ye do, or cause 
for to be done, God will take vengeance 



thereupon, and ye should put yourself and 
others in great jeopardy, for wot it well she 
shall full sore repent her lewdness hereafter, 
and I pray God she might §o. I pray joa 
for mhie heart's ease be ye of a good com- 
fort in all things; I trust God shall help 
right well, and I pray Crod so do in all oar 
matters ; I would ye took heed if there were 
any labour made in the court of Canterbury 
for the lewd matter aforesaid. 

But if ihe duke * be purveyed for, he and 
his wise counsel shall leave thiscountrj; it 
is told me that he saith that he will not spaoe 
to do that he is purposed for no duke -in 
England. God help at need.* 
Norwich, before Michaelmas, 
U69. 9E.IV. 



LETTER CCLXXVIII.— (XC. vol. iv. p. 367.) 

The dispute concerning the possession of Caiater now becoming a matter of great consequence, and the aiage 
of it being determined upon by the Duke of Norfolk if some condliatory plan could not be devised, Mar- 
garet Paston inilnnu Sir John of the different schemes proposed ;, these she wishes him thMoaglily to 
ooiisidor, and, if none should be adopted, at all events to succour lUs friends there. Sir John Herenln^am* 
though engaged against the Pnstons, shows himself not only a friend to them, but a fitithfUl officer to his 
commander the Duke of Norfolk. 

To Sir John Potion^ be this delivered in haste. 



I GREET you well, and send you God's bless- 
hig and mine ; letting you weet that Sir John 
Heveniiighom was at Norwich tliis day, and 
spake with me at my mother's, but he would 
not that it should be understood, for my lord 
hath made him one of the cantaius at Caister 
of the i)ooule that sliould Keep the watch 
about the place that no man should succour 
them, if my lord departed. I desired him 
to favour them if any man should come 
to them iVom me or you, and he would not 
grant it, but he desired me to write to you to 
understand, if that my lord might be moved 
to Hnd surety to recompense you all wrongs, 
and [i/] ye would suffer him to enter peace- 
ably, and the law aller his entry would deem 
it you ; be ye advised what answer ye would 
give. 

Item, since that I spake with him and the 
same day, a faithful friend of ours came 
unto me ami moved me if that my lord might 
!« intxvated to suffer indifferent men to keep 
the place, and take the profits for both parties 



till the right be determined by the law ; and 
my lord for his part, and ye for your iwut, 
to find sufficient surety that you neither 
should vex, let, nor trouble tlie said indiffer- 
ent men to keep peaceably the possession of 
the said place, and to take the profits unto 
the time it be determined by the law to his 
behoof that the law deemeth it ; and the said 
persons that so indifferently keep possession, 
before their entry into the said place, to find 
also sufficient surety to answer the party that 
the law deemeth it to of the profits during 
their possession, and to suffer him peaceably- 

I This I suppose relates to the Duke of Norfolk ; 
the oUier duke most probably means either the Duke 
of Clamioe or or Sufiblk. 

s On die back of the letter in an ancient hand is 
written, ** A LrS to Sr. lo. Pulon from his mother, 
touching the good-will bet w een hir daughter Mar- 
gery P. and 1^. Call, frtio were after maryed to- 
gether.** It s(«ms from this memorandum that the 
contract of mairiage was prored and confirmed, and 
that in couseqnence of it a saanriage took place be 
tweea the parties. 
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to enter, or any in hit name, whensoerer they 
be required ly the party to whom the right 
is deemed of aU these premises ; send me word 
how ye will be demeaned by as good advice 
as ye can get, and make no longer delay, for 
they must needs have hasty succour that be 
in the place^ for they be sore hurt and have 
none help, and if they have hasty help it 
shall be tne greatest worship that ever ye had, 
and if they be not holpen it shall be to 
you a great disworship ; and look never to 
have fitvour of your neighbours and friends 
but if (wUei8) this sp^ well; therefore 
prend (contidery it in your mind, and purvey 



therefore in haste ; howsoever ye do, God 
keep you, and send you the victory of your 
enemies, and give you and us all grace to 
live in peace. Written on St* Giles's even, 
at nine of the bell at night. 

Robin came home yester even, and he 
brought me neither writing from you, nor 
good answer of this matter, which grieveth 
me right ill tiiat I have sent you so many 
messengers and have so feeble answers again. 
By your mother, 

Mabgabet Paston. 
Norwich, Friday, 
1 September, 1469. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLXXIX. (XCI. Vol. iv. p. 371.) 

Master Writtill, or Wiettell, the person to whom this letter is addressed, was a lerraiit of the Duke of Cla- 
rence, and appears to have been sent down to endeavour at an accommodation between the besiegnra and the 
besieged, during the truce which was thed taken. Sir John Paston, however, seems fearAil lest any ap. 
pointment should be taken detrimental to his interest, thoush at the same time he would submit to any- 
thing rather than that his brother^s and his servant's lives should be endangered. John Duke of Norfolk 
claimed this manor and oastle of Caister under an agreement for a purchase, which had passed between him 
and Sir William Yelverton and Thomas Howys, two of Sir John Fastolf s executors. It does not appear 
that they could legally convey this estate, as, by Sir John Fastolf swill, it had been left for charitable uses, 
' ~ Luding and endowing a ooUege, tee. &c. [What was Sir John Piston's right? It is nowhere 



and towards fimnoing 
clearly stated.] 



To Matter WrittiU. 



Master Wbittill, I recommend me to you, 
beseechii^ you heurtily, as mine whole trust 
is in you, that ye do your devoir to continue 
truce till Friday or Saturday in the morning, 
by which time I hope the messenger shall 
come, and that ye be not driven to take an 
appointment if ye can understand by any 
likelihood that it be able to be abydyn * and 
resisted, and that ye feel my brother's dis- 
position therein as my trust is in yon, praying 
you to remember that it resteth, as God help 
me, on all my weal ; for, as God help me, 
I had lever (rather) the jdace were brenned 
(burnt), my brother and servants saved, than 
the best appointment that ever ye and I com- 
muned of snould by my good-will be taken, if 
this message from the aing may rescue it; 
and if it be so that my lord be removed by 
the king's commandment, which restedi with 
his honour, I may in time to come do him 

I [Prttend in original; perhaps an error tot per- 
pendj 

> tSo in ori(|[inal. Abydin is to be delayed. Fenn 
translates osomW.j 



service as shall recompense any grudge or 
displeasure that he ever had or hath to me or 
mine ; and ye, if it the rather by your wisdom 
and policy the mean above written may be 
had, shall be as sure of the service of my 
true brother and servants and me as ye can 
devise by my troth; for in good faith this 
matter stickedi more nigh mine heart and me 
than I can write unto you, and to my brother 
and servants more near than, as God knoweth, 
they wot of; wherefore, master Writtill, all 
our welfare resteth in you, beseeching you to 
remember it, for this matter is to all us either 
making or marring. 

Item, as for Arblaster or Lovell, I cannot 
think that they or any of them may be with 
you, wherefore in you is all ; and God have 
you in keeping. 

Written at London, the next day after your 
departing ; I shall send you more knowledge 
to-morrow, with God'a grace. 

Yours, 

John PastoNi knight, 
London, September. 
1469. 9E.IV. 
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LETTER CCLXXX.— (XCn. vol. iv. p. 373.) 

Sir John Paston in this Iciter gives further directions to Master Writtill, and informs him of what had pinaml 
at London, between the lords and himself, &c. ; he appears likewise to rely much on his wisdom and 
discretion. 

To Matter WrittiU. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you, thaiikiug you of your great labour which 
I have uot as yet but I sliall deserve to my 

riwer ; and furthermore like you to weet that 
have thought right long aiter you ; never- 
theless I remember well that ye dealt with 
right delayous people, my lord archbishop 
and other of my lords, and I dempt (deemed) 
because of your long tarrying that by your 
sad (sage) discretion all had been set thorough ; 
nevertheless I understand by your writing 
that my Lord of Norfolk*8 counsel thinketh 
that his intent, which ye certified me by your 
writing, should be mure to his worship than 
the appointments and rule made by the lords 
of the king^s council, which be to my said 
Lord of Norfolk iier kyue {nothing kind), 
which appointments since your departing 
hath been largely remembered among the 
said lords here, thinking it in themselves so 
honourable to my Lord of Norfolk, that there 
should none of my lord's counsel well ad- 
vised (have) moved to the contrary. 

James Hobart* was sent from my (Lord) 
of Norfolk hither, and spake with my lord 
archbishop,^ and answer he had of my said 
lord and how my lord tendered the matter 
yet and will ; I trow he hath told you, and 
if he have not tlie bringer hereof shall inform 
you ; and he brought this same appointment 
from my lord, that my lord was well agreed 
that I should occupy ; for my part, if I should 
take no otiier appointment but according to 
your letter, it were hard for me and for my 
title to put my lord in that |x)Sse8sion, fur 
there is things in erthe {scarcely) to mine ease 
in your letter, \pr^ good for me in that ap- 
pointment, saving the surety of my brother's 

* This most Y>robably was James Hobart, who, in 
1478, was Lcnt-reader at Lincoln's Inn, and in 1487 
altorney-geuend. He died in 151G, and lies buried 
in Norwich Cathedral ; ftrom him tlie present Earl 
of Buckinghamshire is lineally descended. 

^ George Nevilc was translated fcom. Exeter to 
York in 1464. 



life and my servants, which ye think doa^yt- 
ful if so be that they lack stuff, i^t, aud 
victuals; marvelling sore, aud think it im- 
possible in this short season, or in four timet 
the season hithertowards, that they should 
lack either, without it so be that my loidi 
men have entered ought (somewhat) the pUcc^ 
and so had their stuff from them, which I 
cannot think. Also, Sir, for the time of your 
coming to my Lord of Norfolk, servant! of 
my lord's were with my mother at Norwich, 
moving to send to my brother her sod t» 
deliver the place under such a form as your 
letter speciHeth, and so I caimot under^nd 
what regard my lord's counsel taketh to my 
lords* letter and to your labour in this behalf 
but that they offered as largely afore; ye 
writeth in your letter that ye durst uot past 
your credence, please you to remembor that 
[yott] said your credence afore the lords wat 
right large, and as large as might well be in 
this matter, both to my lord's counsel of 
Norfolk to withdraw the siege, with more 
other matter as ye know, and to the justice 
of the peace, and to the sheriff and his olficers, 
your authority was great enough to each of 
them. 

Wherefore, Master Writtill, I never for thia 
nor yet will take appointment in this matter 
but as my lords will and my lord arch- 
bishop, which, as well as I myself, have 
wholly put our trust to your discreet direc- 
tion; and my said lord shice your going, 
thinking you as meet a man in executing 
their commandment as could be chosen; 
nevertheless for answer to you at this season 
my lord archbishop is northwards towards 
tlie king ; howbeit, it is said, upon a meeting 
with my Lord of Clarence my lord shall 
return again ; and as yester even he sent a 
servant of his to me, weening to his lordship 
(hit hrdthip thinking) tliat Sir Humphrey^ and 



' Sir Humphrey Talbot was a captain at this 
siege, under the Duke of Norfolk. 
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ye were in Caister as was appointed, and ye 
should send to his lordship answer of the 
guiding there by writing, commanding me 
that, if any such writings came from you, if 
his lordship were not past twenty miles from 
London to come to his lordship with the 
same; understanding for certain that he is 
not yet so far; wherefore I will in all the 
haste possible ride night and day till I see 
his lordship, and after communication had 
with his lordship, as soon as is p(»sible that a 
man may go betwixt, ye shall have an answer 
of his disposition ; for his interest is such that, 
as I have written, I shall never do therein 
without him, as my cousin, bringer hereof, 
more plainly shall inform you; for I can 
think right well that, as ye writeth to me, my 
brother will not deliver the place to none 
earthly person but if (unless) he see writing 
from my lord. 

It seemeth by your writing that my Lord 
of Norfolk's counsel intend not that my lord 
archbishop should deal in this matter, for he 
is not named in your letter, whereof I marvel ; 
for it was moved to you at your departing 
hence the king's council should have taken 
direction in this matter, or else my lord 
cardinal,^ my Lord of Clarence, my lord 
archbishop, and my Lord of Essex, ' &c. 
Nevertheless, Master Writtill, all profit, 
manor, or livelihood laid apart, if it be so 
that through recklessness my brother and 
servants be in such jeopardy as ye have 
written to me, which should be half im- 
possible in my mind that they should mis- 
use so much stuff in four times the space, 
and that ye have evident knowledge by my 
said brother himself thereof; I will pray you 
to see him and them in surety of their lives, 
whatsoever shall fall of the livelihood, how- 
beit, I would not that my brother and servants 
should give up the place not for a thousand 



^ Thomas Bourchiett Archbishop of Canterbury* 
and Lord Cardinal. 
. ' Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex. 



pounds if they might in any wise keep it and 
save their lives ; and therefore, at the reverence 
of Grod, since it is so that my lord arch- 
bishop, and my lords all, and I, have put our 
trust in you, that ye wiU do your devoir to 
have the very knowledge of my brother him- 
self, and not of my lord's men, whether he 
stand in such jeopardy as your letter specifieth 
or not, for I doubt not upon the sight of this 
letter, and of the letter that ye had before, 
that my brother will put no mistrust in you, 
considering that he kuoweth that ye come 
from my lords and my lord archbishop and 
have my writing ; and as for my lord arch- 
bishop's writing and answer, such as it shall 
be, ye shall have it in all haste possible, but 
I think verily that my lord escheweth to tell 
you anything without that he might speak 
with you alone^ and methinketh verily that 
they ought not to let (hinder) you to speak 
with him alone, considering that ye have 
authority and writing from the lords so to do; 
and as for the justification of entering the 
place, and siege laying to the same, and the 
commandment of tiie justice of the peace and 
the sheriff to assist my lord in this guiding, I 
wot ye understand that the lords know all 
that matter, and ye heard it communed, and 
how they took it in their conceits. 

There is no more. Master Writtill, but I 
commit all this writing unto your discretion, 
and as ye think best according to such men's 
desire as have intreated you therein and for 
my most avail, I pray you, Sir, so do, and I 
shall see unto your business, and labour that 
ye shall have cause to do for me in time 
coming, and as the bringer hereof shall tell 
you, and I pray God have you in his keep- 
ing. 

Written at London, the 10th day of Sep- 
tember. 

By your friend for ever, 

John Paston, knight, 

London, Sunday, 
10th of September, 
1469. 9 £. IV. 
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LETTER CCLXXXL— XCIII. vol. iv. p. 383.) 

My mdor» I make nn donbt will he eqnally pleased «ith myvelf . ib haTinf to authentic an aecoant of fhe 
siiuno7> of the ::ni<*s placed before thorn, wheiein a disputed title to an estate is not contested in tha 
o^ur.« cf Uw. but by a rojuLv and well condurted s:ej(' laid to the castle churned by the be«iegenL 
Fiory warlike preparati:*n u made by lioth putie«, an-i the assault and defence is cmrricd on with ths 
CT-.M'.i^ mi'.itary »KiU. Th^ number of the Dene^irn i* foid by Ulomefteld to have amoonted to three 
tho'Kinii, «hil*; the number of thvwe who defende^l the ^lare did not exceed thirty persons ; a proof of the 
>-;n-u^ih of ;he fortress attacke«l. which. «-i:h thi« hazdfal nf men. beU out some time. The anxiety of 
Maxran-t P.uumi for the safety of her 8>tn and hi« coQpaai>ns interests as in her fsrour. and her adriee to 
Sir Johu to apply tt the Earl of Oxford for his a^i^tance lo raise the fieee, thoush. if attended with 
s:utvs». he sho'ild' enj ty the manor of CaiAer for hi« hi-f. is a corions orcnmstanee, and throws light BpoB 
the manr.er> and politics of the limes. [This was in fact a iegai j<xoc«edittc: and even at praaent, aive 
}iA' o I efore rem. irked, the holdinz or aequirin.: poM'>sri.ia of premises by force is by no w»^*w nnfxeqiiat. 
" Pi>«oifrin. \M- foxvlMe disposiovsionof freeh-ild*." sats llollam v.* Middle Aces,* t6l iii.*), ** makes one of 
tVii^ mi>$t c.'»nsiderable amoles in our law IkkAs." He also adiis in a note ; — " If a man was diiMcisrd of 



h;« lind. he mL;ht enter upon :he diMeis^T and r«iz:fu;e himself without coarse of law. In what cues 
this ri^hi of entrj- «^as taken away, or uUm. as it » as expressed, by the death or alienation of the ^ 
setior. i» a subject extensiTe eno'.:;:h lo oonxry two chajnen of Li*.:lev>n. What pertains to oar inquirj, is 
th.u. by •!« ^■'ry in the old law-N>oks, we muft uadersund an actual lepaiession of the diswisee, not a 
suit in* ejer.ment. as it is ntw in:er|«reted. b^it which is a cjmyaratively modem proc ec dmg. Theflnt 
rometly, &i>s Briiton. of the disseisee u to collect a tody of his friends trecoiller asys et foree), and with- 
out t-ei.iy to ca^t out the dis«eLstx«, or at leatt to mainaia himself in poaseasion along with tlMnn— c. 44. 
This eutry oiurh: in-ioed. t-y 5 Rie. II., stat. i. c. >, to br made peaceably : and the justieea might ■sn^mhltj 
the pone'coraitaiust? impn^-^n |vr».''ns enteriozon lands by \-iole»>e 15 Ri^r. II., cap. S> ; bat these lavs 




. puMu' pejof IS n"» i^s^er permi . _ . ^ — ,•» 

a# roiT-inls lea^^hoM or >e.ir'iy tenancies, it was only by tlie 1 & S VicsoriA, c. T-i. that magitfnteB were em* 
p<->« end u> eire pv«9ewiou to landloids of premi«es of not moze than SO., a-year rent^ wheie the tenant 
TvtV.«ed to ^ive up po^wssion. Unrooda^ the house, stopping the chimneys, and oAer Benna were 
cvva»iouar.y Tenoned to in oxdn-Y to elect a rofractory tenant. In'ihe case of Caxfter. te iWht on either 
S!.v appears ver^- doubtful. Sir John Futon held it as exevQtor>o Sir J. Fastolf : but firamne eomplBdnts 
cf How\-s. Worcester, the Abiot of Laneley . an i others, it woald seem he was Ter\- dihttarT in faifiUing 
the dirmti.Mk* of the will. a=d. in fact, w-as tz«atinr it as his own propernr. On the other hand. Telvertoo 
and llww-\-s sold it to .Norfolk, prohab'.y under the *pze:ext of payins the'bequests of the wJU. or ak lent 



tho:r V V u : but the an of tht>jio r«'o executors only could riearlv convey no le^ title. That these pro* 
civv.r.j* wi^ro o;;st,-«rr.;ir*. ar. I o'ssMiTed i.ot iUe^ril. a^v.^ust* also fT the absence of any personal ani- 
r.'. .><::>. Th--" IV.ke of N.^rf ^'.k sr^.ry »/.'. k:.*^ :"..a: J. Pa#:-'a ry-.li never be c-'karicted cwjthe murder, 
«::>. \»:-.:."h '.0 was .w-sovi. bv.: i*..e ch;w.:t* wo-", i uke r.a .u.-^iv^ ,-»j'p.-»aeai out of their way : while J. 
Vi*: •*.:. I .: ;V.;y awa:^' c: :":■.«» ;.'il >:.i:o o: ih^- cs-,*, \\c.:".d Ui;-; tii-freby "w yrevecSed fzom takin'^ service 
U'.:oor •.'.:c lV.;kc." 

I GSFET yoii well, lerv.iir y:u weet iiia: your in.inell^tii greatiy that ye suffer them to be 

1 rv>thtfr ar.d his fclL^\v>.;:p star.J ::i gre^: | s.^ lo:.^ ::. so irvAt jeopardv without help or 

nvr.i:i;y a: Caistir, av.-l Ijick vicrwals. a:id " ciher itn:eciy. 

ll.:viV<:-.ey ■ a::d Ror.^.ey* l-o dead, ar.d divers » The duke batli been more fervently set 

t !.-.. r c:ia:".y ::ur: : ar.d t:\:y iV»:l irur-ivwder ', ' :>:-•/-»;...?./ ~ thereupon, and more cruel, since 

a:./. .\j:t. u ?. .*:.d t:;e rlaco ^i*^ s^re l-roten j ilia: Wr::t:U. my Lord of Clarence's man, was 

M :'.'.. cuv.s cf the i:":.ir rarty. >.^ t>a: i-r»: . :":.e:>c, :Li:i he was before : and he hath sent 

.;.•;..{.«.< ^ :;-.iy have ::.i*:y be>.> :";-.i v l-e like :o i f-r all his tenants from every place, and 

W^ K::i ihtir liv*-^ a:id :'.:e y'.ace. i.^ :be oiherp, to be tbeie at Caister on Thursday 

jTrtati^t nbr.ko :.> you ::u: cvir cmie :o a::y j iiext CLiiiiiiir. that thexe is then like to be the 

j:« ::tlt:r..i-. . vr fvfry n^.a:i in this couuiry I creates: multimde of people that came there 

n:on;v.;;i\i;;'V;i^;:c=:^ofr.;lvr^"i:;tS I ^uli. for tney have sent for 5uns to Lyim 

oov.v.:> .-•; N.r:.^;"K * j ai.j otner riaces by the seas side, that, with 

■ vSlvT". Hot:;o> . tV.o o:hor person V.ors- srtiti.^aed I thtir great multitude of gtms with otlier shot 

,v .v'A,;. >».is 1'..^. k:".'.i\-. .i: this >ii'c*> : he«rvi-.od. ! -,,.J ..^Jv.,-,^ ttv*^ «k«n «w««»9n do*^ ««^^ 
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sliall not lie in their power within to hold it 
against them without God help them or {they) 
have hasty succour from you; therefore, as 
ye will have my blessing, I chaj^ you and 
require you that ye see your brother be holpen 
in haste, and if ye can have none mean ramer 
desire writing from my Lord of Clarence if 
he be at London, or eUe of my Lord Arch* 
bishop of York, to the Duke of Norfolk, that 
be will grant them that be in the place 
their lives and their goods, and in eschewing of 
insurrections with other inconveniences that 
be like to grow within the shire of Norfolk, 
this troublous werd (tumultuous world), be- 
cause of such conventicles and gatherings 
within the said shire, for cause of the said 
place, they shall suffer him to enter upon 
such appointment or o&er like, taken by the 
advice of your counsel tiiere at London if ye 
think this be not good, till the law hath 
determined otherwise, and let him write 
another letter to your brother to deliver the 
place up on the same appointment ; and if 
ye think, as I can suppose, that the Duke of 
Norfolk will not s^^e to this because he 
granted this afore, and they in the place 
would not accept it, then I would the said 
messenger should with the said letters bring 
from the said Lord of Clarence, or else ray 



lord archbishop, to my Lord of Oxford 
other letters to rescue them forthwith, though 
the said Earl of Oxford should have the place 
during his life for his labour ; spare not mis to 
be done in haste if ye will have their lives, and 
be set by (esteemed) in Norfolk, though ye 
should lose the best manor of all for the 
rescuse \rescue\ . I had lever (rather) ye lost 
the livelihood than their lives ; ye must get a 
messenger of the lords, or some other notable 
man, to bring tliese letters ; do your devoir 
now, and let me send you no more messengers 
for diis matter, but send me by the bearer 
hereof more certain comfort than ye have done 
by all other that I have sent before ; in any 
wise let the letters that shall come to the 
Earl of Oxford, come with the letters that 
shall come to the Duke of Norfolk, that if he 
will not agree to the one, that ye may have 
ready your rescuse that it need no more to 
send, therefore God keep you. 

Written the Tuesday next before Holy 
Rood day, in haste. 

By your mother, 

Margaret Paston.. 

Norwich, Tuesday, 
12ih of September, 
1469. 9£. IV. 



LETTER CCLXXXIL— (XCIV. vol. iv. p. 387.) 

Sir John Paston here seems hurt at his mother's suspecting him of not exerting himself to the utmost in 
endeavouring either to accommodate matters, or to assist his brother and fhends within the phice. He 
shows himself likewise both a man of spirit in coming with a few to their relief if he had a place in Norfolk 
for their reception, and of feeling for the distress of ib)se shut up in his castle at Caister. [We do not doubt 
that Sir John Paston was a man of courage and of feeling; but this is but a slight proof of either, particu- 
larly as he neither came nor sent any effective assistance. He does not, in fsict, appear to attach much 
importance to his mother's news.] 

To Margaret Paston* 



Mother, upon Saturday last was Daubeney 
and Bemey were alive and merry, and I 8up> 
pose there came no man out of the place to 
you since that time that could have ascer- 
tained to you of tiieir deaths ; and as touching 
the fierceness of the Duke or of his people, 
showed since that time that Writtill departed, 
I trow it was concluded that truce and absti- 
nence of war should be had ere he departed, 
which shall endure till Monday next coming; 
and by that time I trow that truce shall be 
taken till that day sev'nnight after, by which 



time I hope of a good direction [that] shall be 
had; and whereas ye write to me that I should 
sue for letters from my Lords of Clarence and 
York, they be not here, and if they wrote to 
him as they have done two times, I trow it 
would not avail ; and as for to labour those 
letters and the rescue together, they be two 
sundry things, for when the rescue is ready, 
that the cost thereof is done, for if I be driven 
thereto to rescue it, ere they come there that 
should do it, it shall cost a thousand escutyg, 
and as much after, which way were hard for 

D 2 
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me to take while that I may do it otherwise ; 
but as to say that they shall be rescued if all 
the lands that I have in England and friends 
may do it, they shall and (if) Grod be friendly, 
and that as shortly as it may goodly and well 
be brought about; and the greatest default 
earthly is money and some friends and neigh- 
bours to help, wherefore I beseech you to send 
me comfort with what money ye could find 
the means to get or chevise (borrow upon in- 
terest), upon surety sufficient or upon liveli- 
hood to be in mortgage or yet Bold, and what 
people by likelihood your friends and mine 
could make upon a short warning, and to send 
me word in all the haste as it is needful ; but, 
mother, I feel by your writing that ye deem 
in me I should not do my devoir {emieavour) 
without ye wrote to me some heavy tidings, 
and, mother, if I had need to be quickened 
with a letter in this need I were of myself too 
slow a fellow ; but, mother, I ensure (assure) 
you that I have heard ten times worse tidings 
since the siege began than any letter tliat ye 
wrote to me, and sometimes I have heard 
right good tidings both; but this I assure 
you that they that be within have no worse 
rest than I have, nor casteth more jeopardy ; 
but whether I had good tidings or ill, I take 
God to witness, that I have done my devoir 
as I would be done for in case like, and shall 
do till there be an end of it. 

I have sent to the king to York, and to the 
lords, and hope to have answer from them by 
Wednesday at the furthest, and after that 
answer shall I be ruled, and then send you 
word, for till that time can I take none di- 
rection; and to encomfort you, despair you 
not for lack of victuals nor of gunpowder, 
nor be not too heavy nor too merry therefore ; 
for and (if) heaviness or sorrow would have 
been the remedy thereof, I knew never matter 
in my life that I could have been so heavy 
or sorry for, and with God's grace it shall 
be remedied well enough, for by my troth I 
had lever (rather) lose the manor of Caister 
than the simplest man's life therein if that 



may be his salvation ; wherefore I beseech ^ 
you to send me word what money and men 
ye think that I am like to get in that country ; 
for the hasty purchase of money and men 
shall be the getting and rescue of it, and the 
salvation of most men's lives, if we take that 
way. 

Also, this day I purpose to send to York to 
tiie king for a thing, which same only may 
by likelihood be the salvation of all ; ye must 
remember that the rescue of it is the last 
remedy of all, and how it is not easy to get ; 
and also ye send me word that I should not 
come home without that 1 come strong, but 
if I had had one other strong place in Norfolk 
to have come to, though I had brought right 
few with me, I should with God's grace have 
rescued it by this time, or else he should have 
been fain to have besieged both places eie 
yet, and (if) the duke had not kept Yarmouth 
out: bu^ mother, I beseech you send me 
some money, for by my troth I have but tea 
shillings ; I wot not where to have more ; and 
moreover I have been ten times in like caa^ 
or worse, within this ten weeks. 

I sent to Richard Calle for money, but he 
sendeth me none; I beseech you to guide the 
evidence that Peacock can tell you of, and 
to see it safe, for it is told me that Richard 
Calle hath had right large language of them; 
1 would not they come in his fingers : I have 
no word from you of them, nor whether ye 
have yet in your keeping the evidence of 
East Beckham out of his hands, nor whether 
ye have sent to my manors that they should 
not pay him no more money or not; also that 
it like you to give credence to Robin in other 
things. 
Written the Friday next after Holy Rood day. 

John Paston, knight, 

London, Friday, 
I5th of .September, 
1469. 9E.1V. 

1 Tlie original word, in this and some similar cases, 
is iamdon, — a better word for the purpose though 
long obsolete.] 
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LETTER CCLXXXIIL— (XCV. voL iv. p. 395.) 

This letter is written by Sir John Paston to bis brother John Paston, to encourage him to hold out Caister 
Castle as long as he has hopes of relief : he tells him of the good opinion which is entertained of the courage 
and conduct of those in the place, but that those who liesiege it are mentioned in a very different manner. The 
letter is curious, and written in a style to give both spirits and hope to the besieged. 

To John Paston, and to none other. 



I RECOMMEND me to you, and promise you 
that I have and shall labour and find the 
mean that ye shall have honour of your deal- 
ing, as ye have hithertowards, as all England 
and every man reporteth; and moreover I am 
in way for it by many divers ways, whereof 
there shall be one executed by this day fort- 
night at the furthest, and peradventure within 
seven days ; and if ye may keep it so long 
I would be glad, and after that if ye have 
not from me other writing, that then ye do 
therein for your safeguard and your fellow- 
ship only and to your worships ; and as for 
the place, no force therefore ; ye know this 
hand, therefore needeth no mention from 
whom it Cometh ; and moreover they that be 
about you be in obloquy of all men; and 
moreover they have been written to by as 
special writing as might be, after the world 
that now is, and promise you that the Duke's 
counsel would that they had never begun it ; 
and moreover they be charged in pain of 
their lives that though they get the place they 
should not hurt one of you ; there is neither 



ye nor none with you, but, and {if) he knew 
what is generally reported of him, he or ye, 
and God fortune you well, may think him 
four times better in reputation of all folk than 
ever he was. 

Beware whom ye make a counsel to this 
matter. 

Also, I let you weet that I am in much 
more comfort of you than I may write, and 
they that be about you have cause to be 
more ferde (a/raid) than ye have ; and also 
beware of spending of your stuft* of quarrels 
(square-headed arrows), powder, and stone 
(stone bullets), so that if they assault you ere 
we come that ye have stuft* to defend you of 
over, and then of my life ye get no more ; and 
that your fellowship be ever occupied in re- 
newing of your stuff. 

Written the Monday next after Holy Rood 
day. 

I trow, though ye be not privy thereto, there 
is taken a truce new till this day sev'nnight. 

Monday, 18th of September, 
1469. 9E.lV. 



LETTER CCLXXXIV.~(XC VI. vol. iv. p. 397.) 

This well-written letter of Margaret Paston to Sir John Paston gives us a high opinion of her good sense and 
prudent conduct; she is justly displeased with him for supposing that she should linowingly send him false 
information : the good advice she gives him flows ttora her own reliance upon God, and troxn her know- 
ledge of mankind; she laments her own inability to assist him with money, and recommends propei 
meUiods for the increase of his livelihood. 



To Sir John Paston 

I GREET you well, and send you God's bless- 
ing and mine, letting you weet that me- 
think by the letter that ye sent me by Robin 
that ye think that I should write to you 
fables and imaginations, but I do not so, I 
have written as it have been informed me, 
and will do: it was told me that both Dau- 
beney and Bemey were dead ; but for certain 
Daubeney is dead, God assoil his soul! 
whereof I am right sorry, and it had pleased 
God that it might have been otherwise. 



in haste, a matre. 

Remember you, ye have had two great 
losses within this twelvemonth of him and of 
Sir Thomas. \ God visiteth you as it pleaseth 
him in sundry wises : he would ye should 
know him and serve him better than ye have 
done before this time, and then he will send 
you the more grace to do well in all other 
things; and for God's love remember it right 
well, and take it patiently, and thank God 
of his visitation ; and if anything have been 
amiss, any othervrise than it ought to have 



38 



FASTON LETTERS. 



been before thi^ either in pride, or in laviah 
expenses, or in any other thmg that have 
oflwnded God, amend it, and pray him of his 
grace and help, and intend well to Grod and 
to your neighbours ; and though your power 
hereafter be to acquit [requite] them of their 
malice, yet be merciral to uiem, and God 
shall send you the mixre grace to have your 
intent in other things. I remember theK 
clauses because of the last letter that ye sent 
me. I have sent to Harry Halman, of Sporle^ 
to help to get as ye desired me, and he 
camiot get past five or eight at the most, and 
yet it will not be but if (wUest) he come 
that pVyl yc trust upon Uiat should come, 
for they long (behmgf) apart to him; and 
Richanl Shamian hath assayed on his part, 
and he cannot get past five ; for those that 
long to us, they long also to our advenanes, 
and they have been desired by them, and 
they would nought do for them, and there- 
fore they think to have magery (q, mmm my t^ 
memty of the other part. 

As for the gentleman that ye desired me to 
speak with, I spake with hxi wife, and she 
told me he was not in diis country nor 
nought wist when he should be here; and as 
for die other man, he has bousht him a 
livery' in Rromholm priory, and have given 
up the world. &c. 

ltom» iis for nionev I could cet but ten 
|xnnu» mx^n pUHii;:«>s« and that is spent for 
your matters herv» for paying of your men 
that worv at Caister, and other things, and I 
wot lu^t whor^ ti> s:et ni.me. neither for surety 

* t\V> do nc»t know the word mui^en; bat it 
s.vm* wsiol ill ihe 5eQ5«» of iioutnditv--the senices 
of t!n» leiuatrx aw cl«inM«l by bolK ivirtirts and 
Iw^iiijT n^fv.s^'.l t.-» ti> Aurht fortlw one i>art, thev 

hink U nih; k> h>U a oeaindity as to the other ivutT] 

• I; >Aas uso.al in thesv times tot ^^rsoas crovin^ 
?n: > \ . »Ts to prwaw b\ punrhase or j:;ft a letzvAt in 
SvMUi* T\\:c".v^"* *x"'ie:Y. whew, jriviujc up all cuacera 
ia ^orUilx uiatteK, thev psused the wrcAi:;.*er of 
their tim*' i:» pr»>w ana cv^nfeswioa : some did it w 
f.x»»sh a ixire .indun.<)ySM\i life in a pUee «t apan 
Tor wV.j:io;v. ^ hew they shouU W iVee fr>in e\VtT 
vor';;l> e:;c«a?fr.*.eoi : Vthets tt»ienoek i: as aa 
;\io:jon;er.: f.^r ihe:r forrser enl deeds, witlx a ho;«e 
:h.\j i; -.v.v^*;; :r.>aro tV.e;r e^^r^A: wKfjco'. 



nor for pledges ; and as for mine own liveli- 
hood, I am so simply paid thereof that I fear 
me lYhall be fain to borrow lor myself or 
else to break up housdiold; or botii. 

As for the yielding of the plaoa at Cauter, 
I trow Writtill hadi told of the pawntementi 
(appointwtenit) how it is deliver^ I would 
that had been so ere this time, and tim than 
should not have been dooe so mickle hart as 
there is in divers wmys, for many of our wdl- 
wiUen are put to loss for oar aakes^ aand I 
fear me it shall be long ere itbe leoompented 
again, and that shall cause othfln to do &e 
less for us hereafter. 

I would ye should (somO 7^""** Ibradier 
word, and some odwr that ye tnul^ to aee Id 
your own livelihood to set it in a mle^ and 
to ga&er thereof diat may be had m baste; 
and also of Sir John Fastolfs liv^diliood that 
may be gathered in peaceable win^ ftr as for 
Richard CaUe he will no more gadier it but 
if (wUett) ye command him, anl ha would 
foin make his account, and havo jonr good 
masterdiip, as it is told me, and dsfifor te 
evidence of Beckham and all other ^dngt 
that kngdhto yoa,that hetniiledi thitva 
will be his good master hereafter; and m 
saidi he wiU not take none new inaiUn till yo 
refuse his service. 

Remember that your livelihood may be 
set in such a rule that ye may know how it 
is. and what is owen to you, for by my faidi 
I hare holpen as much as I may and more, 
saving myself, and therefore take heed ere it 
be worse. 

This letter was begun on Friday was 
sev nnifht, and ended this day next after 
Michaelmas day. God keep yoo, and give 
Tou grace to do as well as I would ye did, 
and 1 chai^ you beware that ye set no land 
To mortgage, for if any advise you thereto they 
are not your friends; beware betinies mine 
advice. &c. : I tiow yoor brother will give 
you tidings in haste. 

MAaGAKBT PaSTON. 
Bein&a FHday . titA otSepttmbet, 
taied Nttsinlav, »>di S«ukmbec 

U«?. *E.iv; 
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LETTER CCLXXXV. (CXVIL vol. iv. p. 405.) 

This is the only letter -written to the besiegers which appears in this collection, and the writer of this cannot 
be ascertained : he seems howerver to be a well-wisher to the Pastons by what he says in his letter of the 
opinion of tlie lords on this buriness, who likewise appear favourable to them. He seems to hint that 
the extremity to which things are carried is more the fault of these captains to whom the letter is addressed 
than that of the Duke of Norfolk, who " is noted so well disposed." 

(To) Sir JchnHevenghaw} Tkomaa Wingfield,^ Gi&ert DAenhamf William Brandon,'^ and every 

of them severalUf in others absence. 



It is 80 that, according to such direction as 
was moved to be desired of my lords being 
here as for such as here be, they marvel greatly 
thereof, thinking and remembering in them- 
selves that such offer as was made by my cre- 
dence to my lord, and tofore you reported, 
should have sounded more to his pleasure and 
honour than this his desire ; nevertheless my 
lords think, whereas they wrote and desired 
jointly that such credence, as ye remember, 
might be observed and taken, and by you re- 
fused ; now if they should assent to the desire 
of this direction, it is thought in them not so 
to do, for it is so fortuned that divers of my 
lords, tcora whom I brought both writing and 
credence, be at the king*8 nigh commandment 
hastily departed unto his highness ; trusting 
in God to have hearing in brief time of their 
hasty again coming, at which time my lords 
that here be, and they that shall come again, 
shall commune and speak together of this 
desire and direction, and such answer as they 
give and make shall be sent unto you then 
with haste possible. Over this me thinketh 
for your excuse of burden and charge, such 
as I hear will be laid unto you concerning 
the great works that daily be and are at the 
manor of Caister, if ye think that God should 
have pleasure, and also the king our sove- 
reign lord, and that my said lords should 
think in you good advice or sad, and that 
ye intended to avoid the shedding of Chris- 
tian blood and the destruction of the king's 
liege people, that at your politic labour and 
wisdom ye might bring my lord to the 
abstinence of war, and a truce to be had and 

1 Sir John Hevcningham, knight and banneret, 
was a descendant of an ancient family situated at the 
towns of Heveningham, in Suffolk ; his son Thomas 
became owner of the estate at Ketteringham, in Nor- 
folk, where this family continued for several genera- 
tions. 

3 Sir Thomas Wingfteld was a younger son either 



continued unto time of the return of my 
said lords, or else knowledge of their intent; 
certifying you for truth that there be mes- 
sengers sent unto my said lords with letters 
of such answer as I. had of you and your 
desire together, knowing certainly that there 
shall be hasty relation of their intents in the 
{Hremises; which answers ye shall have at 
furthest by Monday cometh sev'nnight. 
Fiuthermore letting you weet that I under- 
stand for certain tibat my lords that be here 
eschew, for such inconvenience that might 
fall, to conclude any answer by themselves 
considering that my credence was given by 
all the lords, praying you, as shall be done 
to the continuance of this truce aforesaid, 
that I may be ascertained ; or if at this hour 
ye could yet think my credence reasonable 
and honourable to be accepted and taken, 
send me word in writing from you by my 
servant, bringer of this, all delays laid apart; 
for I ascertain [assure'] you as he that owe you 
service, I was and yet am greatly blamed for 
my long tarrying with you, for divers of my 
lords tarried here for me, by the assent of aU 
my lords, longer than they would Iiave done, 
to know my answer and guiding from you ; 
and over this I certify you that ye cannot 
make my lords here to think that if there be 
inconvenience or mischief, murder or man- 
slaughter, had or done, but and (i/) your 
wills and intents were to the contrary, my 
lord is noted so well disposed, that without 
your great iibetment he neither will do nor 
assent to none such thing; praying you, 
therefore, as your friend, to remember well 

of Sir Robert or Sir John WingQeld, of Letheriugham, 
in Suffolk. 

3 Sir Gilbert Debenham, knight, was descended 
of an ancient fiunily in the county of Suffolk. 

* Sir William Brandon married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir Robert Wingfield, and was ancestor to Charles 
Bnndon, afterwards Duke of Suffolk. 
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younelf, and so to rule you aa my lords 
may have in time to come knowledge of 
your more sad (grave) disposition than as yet 
I feel they think in you ; and how that my 
lords note some of you, James Hobart, being 
of my lord's comisel, can inform you, where- 
fore for God's sake remember you, and 
deliver my servant, and if ye think my first 
credence or this advertisement shall be 



taken to eflfect, then I pray you that my 
servant, bringer hertof, may have sure con- 
duct to speak with Jdm Fasten, and to 
report to him these directions, and upon that 
to deliver him a bill certifying tbe 

London, 

September, 1469. 
9E.IV. 



LETTER CCLXXXVI.— (XXVIII. vol. ii. p. 25.) 

This letter is endoned in an ancient hand. ** Tlie Dnke of Norff' Lr*e upon hk entrie into Cmisler A* E. 
4. ix<>." This is ffi\-en to show the reg^d style used by the nobility of these timea. In BlomelMd's ' Hirtory 
of Norfolk.' vol. v. p. 1552. a particular acooant of the siege of Caister Castle is given, widi tbe naows 
of the principal persons encaged on both sides. The mark of the signet remains, but tiie imptessifOii is de- 

' fkced. It is likemisesignrd with the Duke's own hand. 



The Duke of Norfolk. 
WHERs(.is) John Pastoiu Esquire, and other 
diverse persons have, against the peace, kept 
the manor of Caister witli force, against the 
will and intent of us the Duke of Norfolk to 
our great displeasure; which notwithstanding, 
at the contemplation of the vrriting of the 
most worsliipful and reverend father in God 
the Canlinal of England, and our most trusty 
and eutirely*beloved uncle the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, tlie rijrht noble prince my Lord of 
Clart'noo, and other lords of our blooil. and 
alw at the great lalxnir and instance of our 
niiwt dear and sinjrular-lH?loveil wife, we be 
agrveil that the s;\id John Paston, and his 
saitl fellow$ht|\ Ihmu^ in tlie said manor, 
shall de{virt and go out of the said manor 
without ilelay, and make thereof deliverance 
to such persons as we will assign, the said 
fellowship having their lives and goods, horse 



and harness, and other goods being in the 
keeping of the said Johji Ptoton; except 
guns, cross-bows, and qoairelB, and all other 
hostlements {warlike iw^^lewtemi*^ to the said 
manor annexed and belonging; and to have 
fifteen dap respite after their said deputing 
out to go into what place shall like Aem, 
without any actions or quarrel to be taken or 
made by us or in our name to tiiem or any of 
them, within our franchise or withoot, daring 
the said time. 

Given under our signet at Yamiouth the 
26th day of September, the 9th year of Bang 
Edward' the IV^*". 

Norfolk. 

YarmoQth, 
Tuesdav. S6th of September, 
1469. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCLXXXVII.— (XCVIII.vol.iv.p.411.) 

Caister yielded. J. P. 

C>tt twavUiij: thi* letter no o»e oan withhold th* f«ais« doe to Joha Futca as a hnw 
)^n10I\>l)s m»$t4rr. »nd m the one time wishiiK? that he and his coMpanioB* had ' 

S^tM^stkni of CAij>$er : the m^bW manlier in which he speaks of hi» c^MBi 
eir tA\ vMir : thesr a:K> the same four Sk^Muns that his brother Sir John had w 
tv> hi:u :n h» l*<ix"T dAted No>ember9. 14*$, 

UiouT wv^rsliipful Sir, I rewmiueiHi me unco I ance of Caister. John Chapman can tell yon 
von ; Aud M ivvr the cinUiinty of the deliver* | how that we were enlbrced thereto as well at 



and 

able to hmnekept 
tts boch in his and 
iy leeonunended 
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myself; as for John Chapman and his three 
fellows I have purveyed that they be paid 
each of them forty shillings with tiie money 
that they had of you and Daubeney; and 
that is enough for the season that they have 
done you service ; I pray you give them their 
thank, for by my trofh they have as well 
deserved it as any men that ever bore life ; 
but as for money ye need not to give them 
without ye wil^ for they be pleased with 
their wages. 

Wry ttill promised me to send you the cer- 
tainty of the appointment, we were for lack 
of victuals, gunpowder, men's hearts, lack of 



surety of rescue, driven thereto to take ap* 
pointment.^ 

If ye will that I come to you send me 
word and I shall purvey me for to tarry with you 
a two or three days ; by my troth the rewwd- 
ing of such folks as hatii been with me during 
the siege, hath put me in great danger for the 
money ; God preserve you, and I pray you be 
of good cheer till I speak with you, and I 
trust to God to ease your heart in some 
things. 

John Paston. 

September, 1469. 9 £. IV. 



LETTER CCLXXXVIII.— (XCIX. vol. iv. p. 413.) 

The advice given to Sir John Paston by his brother relative to his servants, who had faithfiilly served him 
daring the siege, &c. shows the goodness of his heart, and interests the reader in wishing that ne had been 
of abuity to have retained them himself. It seems odd that a man who had so lately commanded a garri- 
son agamst the forces of the Duke' of Norfolk, should, so immediately after the surrender of the place, 
have any thoughts of engaging himself in his grace's service, as it fully appears by this letter that J. 
Paston had. We learn from it, however, that, in disputes of this kind, whenever the cause of dispute was 
ended aU animosity ceased, and the different parties forgot they had so lately been enemies. We find a 

. great deal of similar behaviour between the partisans of the White and Red Ro«e during the civil wars of 
this distant period. [This is true, but very contradictory of Sir J. Fenn's opinions expressed in other 
places.] 

7o my master f Sir John Paston, in Fleet-street, 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend (me) 
unto you; praying you that ye will in all 
haste send me word how that ye will that 
Sir John Styll, John Pampyng, William 
Milisent, Nicholas Maudent, (and) T. Tom- 
son shall be ruled, and whether that they 
shall seek them new services or not; and 
Matthew Bedford also, for he hath been with 
me this season, and is from my mother ; and 
if so be that ye will have these to abide with 
you, or any of them, send word which that 



> [The original has — '* we wer sor (with a long », 
probably a typographical error) lak of vetayl gone- 
poudyr menys herts lak of suerte of rescwe dreuyn 
therto to take apoyntemoit." Fenn translates it 
thus : "we were sore lack of victuals (and) gun- 
]>owder, men*s hearts lack of surety of rescue (were), 
driven thereto to take appointment." Two words 
are here driven in, and the sentence is made non- 
sense. With the correction of sor into /or we think 
the meaning is quite clear. Lack of men's hearts 
means, that the hearts of the men, having done all 
they could, had at length given way— they were no 
longer manly.] 



they be, for betwixt tliis and Hallowmas my 
mother is agreed that they shall have meat 
and drink of her for such a certain weekly 
as my mother and ye and I can accord when 
we meet, notwithstanding if ye could get 
Bemey, or any of these said fellows which 
that ye will not keep, any service in the mean 
season, it were more worship for you than to 
put them from you like masterless hounds^ 
for by my troth they are as good men^s 
bodies as any alive, and specially Sir John 
Still and John Pampyng ; and (j^) I were of 
power to keep them and all these before 
rehearsed, by troth they should never depart 
from me while I lived. 

If ye send me word that I shall come 
to you to London for to commune with you 
of any matter, so God help me, I have 
neither money to come up with nor for to 
tarry with you when I am there, but if 
(unless) ye send me some ; for by my troth 
these works have caused me to lay out for 
you better than ten or twelve pounds,b esides 
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that money that I had of my mother, which 
18 about an eight pound ; God amend default!, 
but this I warrant you, without that it be 
Matthew which ye sent word by John Thresher 
that ye would have to await on you, there is 
no man that was hired for the time of this 
siege that will ask you a penny. 

Also, I pray you send down a command- 
ment to Stutevylle, or to some auditor, to 
take accounts of Daubeney's bills, for his 
executors are sore called upon for to admi- 
nister by the bishop, or else he saith that he 
will sequester; Daubeney set in his debts 
that ye owed him twelve pounds and ten shil- 
lings ; whether it be so or not his bills of his 
own hands will not lie, for he made his bills 
clear or then (before) the siege came about 
us. As for the evidence of Beckham, my 
mother sent to Calle for them, and he sent 
her word that he would make his accoimts 
and deliver the evidence and all together. 

My mother hath sent to him again for them 
this day ; if she speed they shall be sent to 



you in all haste, or else and (if) ye send fac 
me I shall bring them with me. Send my 
mother and me word who ye will that (^^""^ 
have the rule of your liveuhood bete in dua 
country, and in what form that it shall be 
dealt with. I will not make me maatieffiMt 
with my Lord of Norfolk nor with none other 
till I speak with you; and ye think it be to 
be done get me a master. 

Deal courteously with the queen and that 
fellowship, and with mistress Anne Hawte 
for wappys^ till I speak with yon. Wriftoi 
on St. Faith's even. 

John PAsvcm. 

By Saint Greorge I and my fdlowship 
stand in fear of my Lord of Norfolk's men, fat 
we be threatened sore, notwithstanding the 
safeguards that my fellowship have; asfbr 
me I have none, nor none of your housdiflld 
men, nor none will have ; it were diame* to 
take it. 

TliaTaday . 5 October, 
1469. 9E.IV. 



LETTER CCLXXXIX.— (C. vol. iv. p. 417.) 

T^-o men liaving been killed during the sie^ at Caister, the Duke of Norfolk's counsel instigate Oieir widows 
to lod|^* an appeal for the murder against John l^ton and others. An appeal is an accusation of a muxdensr 
by a pt*raon who liad interest in the person killed, as the wife had intt>rest in the life of her husband, and most 
be brought witliin a year and day alter the fact committed ; and in this appeal of death tlie king cannot paidon 
tlie defendant. The latter \t»x\. of this letter contains Latin. Fivneh. and English, by which w« may judge how 

' liberally J . Paston had been educated. \lo seems likewise in good spirits though threatened with thi« appeal 
[Tlie appeal in cases of murder is now abolished.] 

To Master Sir John Pastoity Knight. 

Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you, &c. ; it is so tliat this tlay there came a 
good fellow to me which may not be dis- 
coveretl, and let me weet that my Lord of 
Norfolk's counsel liath this Christmas gotten 
the two willows, whose husbamls were slain 
at the siogo of Caister, and have them bounden 
in a gn^at sum that tliey shall sue an appeal 
against me and such as were there with me 
within the place, and they be bomid also that 
they sliall release no man witliin the appeal 
iiameil till such time as my Lord of Norfolk 
will license them. 

Item, tlte cause is this, as it is told me 
by divers, that ye make no more suit to my 



lord for yourself than ye do, and therefore 
they do the worse to me for your sake. 

Item, as for my coming up to London, so 
God help me, and (if) 1 may choose I come 
not there for, argent me faut, ^without an ap- 
peal or an inkyr (q. inquiry) of some special 
matters of yours cause it. Item, I pray you 
remember Calais, for I am put out of wages in 
this country. 

Item, I pray you send me some tidings how 
the world goeth ad confortandumstomachum. 



not ondsr- 



^ This expression " for wappys*' I 
stand. 

* J. Paston*s honour and courage aie ^topwent 
fh>m his thinking a safei^azd shameful. ^^"^ 
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Item, ye must purvey a new attorney in 
this country as for me, for our matters and 
clamour is too great and our purse and wit 
too slender ; but I will rub on as long as I 
may both with mine own and other means 
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that will do for me till better peace be. 
Written this Saturday at Norwich. 

John Paston.. 
Saturday/ 
December oi January, 1469. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXC— (CI. vol. iv. p. 421.) 

As this letter contains a variety of matter I have given it to the reader. The bargain with the archbishop was 
I suppose relative to the expenses attending the probate of the will, &c. It seems extraordinary that the Nor- 
folk family should speak mvourably of J. Paston, and yet pursue the appeal against him for murder. His 
device to interrupt the keeping of the court at Saxthorp d»Krves notice, and shows the plain deaUng of 

; the times. 

To my right toor^p/ul brother^ Sir John Paston^ Knight y be thii delivered. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you in my best wise. Liketh it you to weet 
that I have this day delivered your mantle, 
your ray gown,^ and your cross-bows with 
telers and windlass, and your Normandy bill, 
to Kerby, to bring with lum to London. 

Item, in any wise and (if) ye can, ask the 
probate of my father's will to be given you 
with the bargain that ye make with my Lord 
of Canterbury, and I can think that ye may 
have it ; and as soon as it is proved ye or I may 
have a letter of administration upon the same, 
and an acquittance of my lord cardinal even 
forthwith; and this were one ofthe best bargains 
that ye made this two year I assure you ; and 
he may make you acquittance, or get you one 
ofthe Bishop of Winchester for Sir John Fas- 
tolfs goods also, and in my reason this were 
light to be brought about with the same bar- 
gain ; and (if) ye purpose to bargain with 
him ye had need to hie you, for it is told me 
that my Lord of Norfolk will enter into it 
hastily, and if he so do it is the worse for you, 
and it will cause them to proffer the less 
silver. 

Item, I pray you send me some secret 
tidings ofthe likelihood ofthe world by the 
next messenger that cometh between, that 
I may be either merrier or else more sorry 
than I am, and also that I may guide me 
thereafter. 

Item, as for Sir Robert Wingfield, I can 
get no ten pounds of him, but he saith that 

> This means a gown made of cloth that was never 
either coloured or dyed. 



I shall have the fairest harness that I can 
buy in London for silver, but money can I 
none get. 

I cannot yet make my peace with my Lord 
of Norfolk nor my lady by no means, yet every 
man telleth me that my lady saith passingly 
well of me always; notwithstanding I trow 
that they will sue the appeal this term, yet 
there is no man of us indicted, but if (unlcu) 
it were done afore the coroners ere then we 
came out of the place ; there is now but three 
men in it, and the bridges always drawn. 
No more, but God lat you mine her.* Writ- 
ten the Tuesday next after Saint Agnes the 

John Paston. 

Item, yesterday W. Gomay entered into 
Saxthorp, and there was he keeping of a 
court, and had the tenants attorned to him ; 
but ere the court was all done I came thither 
witihi a man with me and no more, and there, 
before him and all his fellowship, Gayne, 
Bomsted, &c. I charged the tenants thatfiiey 
should proceed no further in their court upon 
pain that might fall of it; and they letted for 
a season, but they saw that I was not able 
to make my party good, and so they proceeded 



3 This sentence I wish to have explained. 

> The festival of St. Agnes the first (and the most 
noted of the two), was kent on the 21st of January; 
her second festivu was on tne 28th ofthe same month, 
whidi it is to be observed was not the octave of die 
former, but a distinct feast ux>on a different occasion, 
and it is sometimes written " Agnetis Nativitas ;*' but 
it was on account of a miracle wrought at her tomb 
that this second feast was instituted. 
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further : I saw that, and tat me down by the 
steward, and blotted his book with xny finger 
as he wrote, so that all the tenants affirmed 
that the court was interrupted by me 'as in 
your right, and I requested them to record 



that there was no peaceable court kept, and 
so they said they would. 

Tuesday, 
S3 January, 1469— -70. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXCL— (CIL vol. iv. p. 425.) 
TUi letter shows the means that were laboured by the enemies of the Pastons to piosecote this appeal. 

7b John PoMtoH, E»q,, be this delivered. 



I GREET you well, and send you God^s bless- 
ing and mine; letting you weet that the 
woman that suetli the appeal^ against your 
bn)ther and his men is come to London to 
call thereupon, and when that she should 
come to Lcoidon there was delivered her an 
hundred shillings for to sue with, so that, by 
that I hear in this country, she will not leave 
it, but that she shall call thereupon (at) such 
time OS sliall be to your most rebuke but if 
(wtitss) ye lay the better watch ; she hath 
evil counsel, and that will see you greatly 
uttered (ottted or ditplatfed)^ and that ye may 
understand by tlie money that was taken her 
(gh^H her) whoi she came up, and ye should 
find it, I know it well, if they might have you 
at advmitogo ; therefore for Ciixl's sake make 
dilijrent search by the advice of your counsel, 
that there W no lUHrlipence in you in this 
nnitter nor other for default of labimr, and 
call u}X)n your l>n>ther, and tell him that I 
send hnn (ivhI's blosisiug and mine, and de- 
sire him that he will now awhile, while he 
hath tlie lor\l$ at his intent, that he seek the 
moans to make an end of his matters, for his 
enemies are greatly coiuaged now of late; 
what is the cause I know not. 



Also I pray you speak to Pla3rten that there 
may be found a mean that the sheriff or die 
gatherer of the green-wax'may be diachaiged 
of certain issues that ran up on Fastolf for 
Maryot*8 matter, for the bailiff was at him 
this week, and should have distrained him, 
but that he promised him tiiat he should 
within this eight days labour the means that 
he should be discharged, or elae he must con- 
tent him, &c. 

Also I send you by the bearer hereof closed 
in this lettor, five shillings of gold, and pray 
you to buy me a sugar-loaf, and dates, and 
almondft, and send it me home, and if ye 
beware {hy out) any more money, when ye 
come home I shall pay it you again; tiie 
Holy Ghost keep you both, and deliver you of 
your enemies. Written on Saint Agas 
[^^•Iffotha's) day in haste. 

Item. I pray you speak to Master Roger 
for my syrup ; * for I had never more need 
thereof, and send it me as hastily as ye can. 

By 
Mabgaret Paston. 

Mondav. 
5th of Febniarv, 1469-70. 9 E. IV. 



LETTER CCXCII.— (X^IX- ^o^- "• P- ^0 

John ao V<>rr. Karl of Oxfoitl. ivtAiaiog bi$ loyalty to the lloase of Lancaster, in whose canae his father and 
t^Uir^r bTv>th<'r had lost thinr h<N[ids upcMa the scauNoM in 1461-2, and for whose sake he himself had sofieied 
A Knx): impru^vaitttHit. scvms n«>w privately k> be pieparinj; to join the Earl of Warwi^ in favour of the 
do^vvW Kitu: Henry. I sh«>uld sapposo thi$ leuer to have been written either in July, 146?. at the time 



S." 



"INxo men nviv kil:ed v-rf the l>ake of Nor<t4k*s 
^\rt\ ; »iul the fiudin< of the co(vm<n-*s inquest, 
thv^ii^h ju^sened to W invalid, was uaCuwmrable w» 
the rANtxU\*> But «e hear of nc» trial pi\>cv«Un< the 
*Vl'<^*> or api^eal. for thoujch apreals are talked vVf, 
tVre apivars to have been actually bet oae.] 



^ Estmus delivered to die sheriff o«t of the Exdie- 
qner. to be letied in his coonty oader the seal of that 
evHirt, made in green wax. wete ftom thenc« called 
Swen-wTOt. 

' ;Ma$ier S«ver was, I suppose, some leedi, 
<aK0us fox bis s> roj*. fc-,] 
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that the Earl of Warwick and his adherents were meditating the plan for dethroning Edward, or in 1470, 
when they had come to a resolution of reinstating Henry on the throne. The order to Sir John Riston, for 
providing the horse-harness, was to be executed, ** at it were for himself*' and the referring him to the 
Countess for money, shows it to be at a time when his finances were very low. The expression " Yet the 
mustborrow it" implies too that his lady had not already the money, but that she had it still to procure. 
Though the Earl desired that his horse-harness might be of the same price with one wliich Lord Hastings 
had purchased, yet he wished it not to be like his ; the reason seems to be, he did not choose to appear 
with caparisons similar to those of a Yorkist. The w<n-ds '• I trust to God we shall do right well" refer to 
some scheme then in agitation ; and on the success of which he had placed great confidence. 

To Sir John Paston, Knight. 



Right worshipful, and my especial true- 
hearted friend, I commend me unto you, 
praying you to ordain (order for) me three 
horses' harness as goodly as ye and Genyns 
can devise as it were for yourself; and that I 
may have them in all haste order; also 
Skem saith ye would ordain two standard 
staves; this I pray you to remember, and 
my wife shall deliver you silver, and yet she 
must borrow it. Six or seven pounds I would 
bestow on a horse-harness; and so Skem told 
me I might have. The Lord Hastings had 



for the same price, but I would not mine 

were like his: ~ ~ " 

do right well, 

at Canterbury 

July. 



and I trust to Grod we shall 
who preserve you. Written 
in haste, the 18th day of 



OXYNFOBD. 



Canterbury, 
ISthof July, 1469 
or 1470. 9 or 10 K. 
IV. 




LETTER CCXCIII.-<XXX. vol. ii. p. 29.) 

This letter was written in February or Mafch 1469, 1470, or 1471, for in these years civil dissentions were on 
foot. The caution respecting tidings, and the uncertainty of what may befall, shows that this letter was 
wTittcn during some convulsion of the state. By the Earl of Warwick's beiug supposed to go with the king 
into Lincoln^ire, it appears as if this letter was written during the restoration of Henry VI., and that their 
going there was to oppose Edward's return. 

To John Paston, Esquire, being at Norwich, be this letter delivered. 



I COMMEND me to you, letting you weet, 
&c. (Here follows an account of bills, and 
receipts, 8^'C. of no consequence.) 

Item, as for Mistress Katherine Dudley I 
have many times recommended you to her, 
and she is nothing displeased with it ; she 
rekkythe not how many gentlemen love her, 
she is full of love ; I have betyn (enforced) 
the matter for you, your unknowledge (yolHth' 
out your knowledge) aa I told her; she 
answered me that she would (have) no one 
this two years, and I believe her : for I think 
she hath the life that she can hold her content 
with. I trow she will be a sore labouring 
woman this two years for the meed of her 
soul. 

And Mistress Gryseacress issure to Selenger 
(St. Leger), with my Lady of Exeter, ^ a foul 
loss. 

* Anne, daaghter of Richard Duke of York, and 
sister of King Edward IV.« married Henry Holland, 



Item, I pray you speak with Harcourt* of 
the abbey, for a litde clock, which I sent 
him by James Gresham to mend, and that 
ye would get it of him, and (if) it be ready, 
and send it me ; and as for money for his 
labour, he hath another clock of mine, which 
Sir Thomas Lyndes, God have his soul! 
gave me ; he may keep that till I pay him ; 
this clock is my lord archbishop's, but let 
not him weet of it, and that it (be) easily 
carried hither by your advice. 

Also as for oranges I shall send you a 
serteyn by the next carrier, and as for tidings 
the bearer hereof shall inform you; ye must 
give credence to him. 

Duke of Exeter, and in 1468 had possession of his 
forfeited estates, and remained with her brother, 
Edward IV. She afterwards married Sir Thomas 
St. L^r, and ^ed in 1475. 

s Tms shows that oar curious mechanical arts 
were i^ractised in Uie relifrious houses, and performed 
there by the monks, &c. for money. 
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LETTER CCXCV.— (XXXII. vol. ii. p. 37.) 

Tliis letter -was written a short time after the battle of Stamford, wherein Edward was victorious, having 
slain and dispersed the forces commanded by Sir Robert Welles, who in this engagement had fought most 
foriously ; being exasperated at the recent a^Ah of his father the Lord Welles. We are here acquainted 
with the movements of the king af^r his victory, and with some of the executions which took place by his 
order on those who had opposra him. [After uie quarrel of Edward IV. with Warwick his rule became 
much more severe and sanguinary than it had been. A proof that the previous moderation was owing, as 
it is usually asserted, to the counsels of Warwick.] 

To my cousin, Jchn Ptuton. 



The king came to Grantham, and there tar- 
ried Thursday ^ all day, and there was headed 
l^ir Thomas Delalaunde and one John Nellie, 
a great captain ; and upon the Monday' next 
after that at Doncaster, and there was headed 
Sir Robert Welles and another great captain ; 
and then the king had word that the Duke of 
Clarence and the Earl of Warwick was at 
Easterfield,^ twenty miles from Doncaster ; and 
upon the Tuesday,* at nine of the bell, the 
king took the field^ and mustered his people ; 
and it was said, that (there) were never seen 
in England so many goodly men and so well 
arrayed in a field ; and my lord * was wor- 
shipfuUy accompanied, no lord there so well ; 
wherefore tiie king gave my lord a great 
thank. 

And than (when) the Duke of Clarence 
and the Earl of Warwick heard that the king 
was coming to themward, incontinent (imme- 
diately) they departed, and went to Man- 
chester in Lancashire, hoping to have had 



help and succour of the Lord Stanley;® but 
in conclusion there tiiey had little favour, as 
it was informed the king; and so men say 
they went westward, and some men deem to 
London. 

And when the king heard they were de- 
parted and gone, he went to York, and came 
thither the Thursday ^ next' after, and tiiere 
came into him all the gentlemen of the shire ; 
and upon our Lady-day® (he) made Percy 
Earl of Northumberland, ana he that was 
earP afore Marquis Montague; and so the 
king is purposed to come southward; God 
send him good speed. 

Written the 27th day of March. 

For Tbuth.10 



Tuesday, 27th 
March, 1470 
10 E. IV. 



•' -p)XV/2^^^^^ 



LETTER CCXC VI.— (CIII. vol. iv. p. 429.) 

I have given this letter as not only containing a case of law, but to show the steps taken by the Duke of 
Norfolk's counsel to harass and distress Sir John Faston and his party for the death of two men who, I 
presume, were shot by those in the place during the siege of Oaiister. It appears firom this and some other 
letters in this collection, that the Townshend therein mentioned was a lawyer. It is therefore maeX pro- 
bable that the person was Roger Townshend, of Lincoln's Inn, afterwards a seijeant-at-law, and by Richard 
III. appointed one of the judges of the Common Fleas, in which important office he was continued by Henry 
VII. and knighted. His second son John (the issue of the elder being extinct) was ancestor to the present 
most noble the Marquis Townshend, of Rainham, in Norfolk. 

To Sir John Paston, Knight, or to Thomca Stomps, to deliver to the said Sir John. 

much as I cannot send you good tidings ye 
shall have such as I know. 



Right worshipful Sir, and my special good 
brother, I recommend me to you ; and foras- 

> 15th March, 1469. 
3 19th March, 1469. 

3 [Probably Austerfield ; but this is not half the 
dbtance here stated from Doncaster.] 

* 20fh March, 1469. 

* John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. 

< Thomas Lord Stanley, afterwards Earl of Derby. 
' 22nd March, 1469. 

8 25th March, 1470. N. B. The date changed on 
the 25th of Maich, yearly. 



9 John Nevile, brother to the Earl of Warwick ; 
by this advancement in honour we must suppose that 
the king had no suspicion of the loyalty of the 
marquis. I have been more particular in ascertain- 
ing the dates of the occurrences in this letter, as they 
differ ftrom some of those in our historians. 

" The name of the writer is not put to this letter, 
but at the end, in a hand of the time, though in a 
difTerent one fh>m that used in the letter, is written 
" for trowyth." 
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It is 80, thai on Wednesday last past ye 
and I, Pampyng, and Edmund Broom were 
indicted of felony at the sessions here in Nor- 
wich, for shooting off a gun at Caister, in 
August last past, which gun slew two men, I 
Pampyng, and Broom as principal, and ye as 
accessary, notwithstanding Townshend and 
Lomner hold an opinion that the verdict is 
Toid, for there were two of the inquest that 
would not c^^ree to the indictment^ and inas- 
much as they two were i^;reed in other mat- 
ters and not in that^ and that they two were 
not discharged from the remnant at such time 
as that verdict of your indictment was given, 
their opinion is that all the verdict is void, as 
well of all other matters as of yours ; whetiier 
their opinion be good or not I cannot deter- 
mine, nor themselves neither. 

I pray you let not this matter be slept, for 
I can think that my Lord of Norfolk's coun- 
sel will cause the widows.. to take an appeal, 
and to remove it up into the King's Bench at 
the beginning of this term ; Townshend hath 
promised me that he shall be at London on 
Tuesday next coming and then ye may com- 
mune with him in toat matter, and take his 
advice. 

Item, Townshend and Lomner think that 
and (if) jreTiave good counsel, ye may justify 
the keeping of the place for the peaceable 
possession that ye have had in it more than 
three year ; but in conclusion, all this is done 
for nought else but for to enforce you to take 
a direction with my Lord of Norfolk. 

I understood by R. Southwell, for he and 
I communed in this matter right largely 
betwixt him and me, insomuch he telleth me 
that and (if) I be at London in the week 
next after St. Peter, at which time he shall 
be there himself, he saith that my lady hath 
promised me her good ladyship, and sent me 
word by him, inasmuch as he spake for me 
to her, that she would remember mine old 
service^ and forget the great displeasure, in 



such wise that I shall understand that the 
suit that I have made to my lord, her hus- 
band, and her, shall turn to your advantage 
and mine more than we ween as yet or shall 
understand till such time as I hiav^ spoken 
with her good grace ; and upon this promise 
I have promised Southwell to meet with him 
at London that same week next after St 
Peter ; wherefore I would passingly fain that 
ye were in London at that season, or nigh 
about London, so that I might understand at 
your place where that I might speak with you 
or them (before) ^ I speak with my lady. 

I purpose to go to Canterbury * on foot this 
next week with God's grace, and so to come 
to London from thence. 

1 pray you see that I be safe for Parker^s 
and Harry CoUett's matter. 

Southwell^ told me this, that if so be that 
ye will yourself, ye shall have botib good 
lordship and ladyship, and money, or lands, 
or botli^ and all your matters set clear; what 
that he meaneth I cannot say. 

As for all other matters in this country, I 
shall do as well as I may for fault (defoMtU) 
of money till I speak with you : I have many 
collars on as I shall tell you when I come. 

No more, but God preserve you and yours ; 
written at Norwich, Friday next after Corpus 
Christi day. j^„^ p^^^^^ 

I did as much as I could to have let (Aiit- 
dered) the indictments, but it would not be, 
as I shall inform you, and Townshend know- 
eth the same. 

Norwich, 
Friday, 22nd of June, 1470. 
lOE. IV. 

* [In the original — or then I spek, 8fc. — which is 
clearly ere then I speak, ^c] 

2 On pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Thomas 
Becket, I suppose. 

3 Richard Southwell, Esq., of Wood-Rising; he 
acquired this estate by marrying Amy, daughter 
and co-heir of Sir Edmund Wichingham, kuight. 
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LETTER CCXCVII.— (CIV. vol. iv. p. 435.) 

The former part of this letter gives us the same information as we received from the last, and would not have 
been inserted, had I not thought the account of the proceedings relative to the levying the tine worthy of 
notice. The being able to produce the copy of the fine shows the propriety of Margaret Paston's cautions 
to Sir John, respecting the great care which he ought to take of his deeds and writings. 

To Sir John Pcuion, Kniffht, or to Thomcu Stomps, to deliver to the said Sir John, 



As I sent you word, by a letter that John 
Wymondham brought to London, J. Pam- 
pyngis indicted of felony, and Edmund Broom, 
as principals, and ye as accessary, for shoot- 
ing off a gim in August last past, which gun 
killed two men, and I trow that my Lord of 
Norfolk's counsel will make one of the widows 
or both to sue an appeal upon the same in- 
dictment this term, wherefore I pray you see 
well to this matter, that when it is certified 
into the King's Bench, Broom and Pampyng 
may have warning that they may purvey for 
themselves if there come any capias out for 
them ; Townshend can tell you all the mat- 
ter. 

Also, ye must in any wise beware, for my 
grandam,^ and mine Lady Anne,* and mine 
uncle William, shall be at London within 
these eight or ten days; and I wot well it is 
for nought else but to make mine uncle Wil- 
liam sure of her land, notwithstanding she 
hath reared (levied) a fine of it before Good- 
red,^ the justice, in my grandfather's days ; 
and my mother telleth me that ye have the 
copy of the same fine, I would advise you 



to have it ready whatsoever betide; I trow 
they will be the more busy about the same 
matter, because they think that ye dare not 
come in London nor at Westminster to let 
them, but if so be that ye have not the copy 
of the same fine, look that ye spare for no cost 
to do (make) search for it, for it will stand 
you on hand I feel by the working. 

This day sev'nnight I trust to God to be for- 
ward to Canterbury at the farthest, and upon 
Saturday come sev'nnight I triist to be in Lon- 
don, wherefore I pray you leave word at your 
place in Fleet-street where I shall find you, 
for I purpose not to be seen in London till I 
have spoKen with you. 

I pray you remember these matters, for all 
is done to make you to draw to an end with 
these lords that have your lari4 from you. 
No more, but I pray God send you your 
heart's desire in these matters and in all 
others. Written at Norwich, the Monday 
next after St. John Baptilt. 

John Paston. 

Norwich, Monday, 25th of June, 
1470. 10 E. IV. 



LE TTE R CCXCVIIL— (XXXIIL vol. ii. p. 41.) 

These letters of King Edward were copied, and the copies appear to have been sent inclosed immediately to 
the person to whom the letter containing them was directed. The letters were written by the king in 1470, 
either immediately before he was taken prisoner by the Earl of Warwick, or soon after his esca])e and re- 
assumiug the government, when a conference was held at Westminster under a safe conduct ; or (which is 
most probable) they were written at the time that the king had ordered his forces to rendezvous at Notting- 
ham, in order to oppose Warwick ; when, on the earl's approach, he retreated, and marched for Lynn, m 
Norfolk, from whence he embarked for Holland. The date will not coincide with the time as fixed by our 
historians. The letters are short and concise, but coutain everything the writer intended, and, as royal 
letters, are certainly curious. The signature at the top is copied from an autograph of King Edward. 



1 Agnes, widow of Sir W. Paston, the judge. 
3 Anne, daughter of Edmund Beaufort, Duke of 
Somerset, married WiUiam Paston, the uncle of Sir 
John Paston. 

VOL II. 



* William Gk>odrede vras created a serjeant-at 
law in 1425, in 1431 he was appointed king's 
serieant,and in 1424 became a justice of th<3 King's 
Beach. 
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imagine to say it considering the little leisure 
that he had with her ; and he told me that he 
had right an agreeable answer of her ; but 
what his answer was he would not tell me ; 
then I asked him what answer I should send 
you, inasmuch as ye made me a solicitor to 
his lordship for that matter ; then he bade me, 
that, under counsel, I should send you word 
that her answer was more to your pleasure 
than to the contrary; which ye shall have 
more plain knowledge of this next term, at 
which time both my lord and she shall be at 
London. 

The bishop came to Framlingham on 
Wednesday at night, and on Thursday by 
ten of the clock before noon my young lady 
was christened, and named Anne ;^ the bishop 
christened it and was godfather both; and 
within two hours and less after the christening 
was do, my Lord of Winchester depaited 
towards Waltham. {Then follows the sub- 



stance of a conversation between the Lady of 
Norfolk and Thomas Davers, wherein she pro^ 
mises to be a friend to Sir John Paston con-' 
cerning Caister, but T, Davers swore J. Pastom 
not to mention her good will to any person eX' 
cept to Sir John.^ And I let you plainly 
weet I am not the man I was; for I was 
never so rough in my master's conceit as I am 
now, and that he told me himself before 
Richard Southwell, Tymperley, Sir W. 
Brandon, and twenty more, so that they that 
loved not laughed upon me; no more but 
god look {q. good luck). 

Written at Framlingham the Friday next 
after that I departed from you. This day 
my lord is towards Walsingham, and com- 
manded me to overtake him to-morrow at the 
farthest. 

J. PASTOTi. 
Framlingham, 
Friday, 1470. 10 E. IV. 



LETTER CCC— (XXXV. voL ii. p. 47.) 

This letter was written at a time when the nation was in a most unsettled state, the late kinj^'s adherents every 
day expecting the arrival of the Duke of Clarence and the Earl of Warwick, their new friends. Some ex- 

{>ressions in this letter seem to insinuate that Sir John Pastou wished well to their cause ; and his putting 
limself, as soon as the revolution in the government happened, under the protection of the Earl of Oxford, 
shows he did so. 

To J, Paston, 8fc. 

hath licence to tarry there till he be sent for. 



Brother, I commend me to you, &c. 
(^Here follows an order about searching for 
some toritir^s, <^c.) Also tell John Pampyng 
that the maid at the Bull at Cludey s at 
Westminster, sent me on a time, by him, to 
the Moor, a ring of gold to a token, which I 
had not of him; wherefore I would that he 
should send it hither, for she must have it 
again or else 5«. for it was not hers. Item, I 
pray you be ready, the matter quickeneth both 
for you and yours, as well as for us and 
ours. 

As for tidings, my lord archbishop^ is at tlie 
Moor, but there is beleft with him diverse of 
the king^s servants ; and as I understand he 

* Anne, daugltter and heir of John Mowbray, the 
last Duke of Norfolk of that name. She was married 
in 1477 (being quite a child) to Richard Duke of 
York, second son of Edward IV., who on this mar- 
t\^ was created Duke of Norfolk, &c. 

^ This must mean George Nevile, Archbishop of 
York, and brother to the Earl of Warwick, who 



There be many folks up in the north, so that 
Percy * is not able to resist them ; and so the 
king hath sent for his feodmen to come to him, 
for he will go to put them down ; and some 
say that the king should come again to Lon- 
don, and that in haste; and as it is said 
Courtneys* be landed in Devonshire, and 
there rule. 

Item, that the Lords Clarence and War- 
wick* will assay to land in England every 
day as folks fear. 

I pray you let not John Mylsent be long 
from me, with as much as can be gathered ; 
and also that ye write to me of all things that 



seems to have been suspected by the king, and left at 
the Moor as a kind of state prisoner. 

3 Henry Percy, the lately created Earl of Northum- 
berland. 

* The Courtneys were late Earls of Devonshire. 

s These noblemen landed about the beginning of 
the montli following. 

E 2 
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I have written to you for^ so that I may have 
answer of every tiling. 

Other things Uatchelor Walter, bearer 
hereof, shall inform you. Written at London, 
the Sunday next before Saint Lawrence's 
day.* 

Also my brother Edmund is not yet re- 



membered; he hath not to live with, think 
on him, &c. 

John Paston, knight. ; 

London, 
Sunday. 5th of Augoat, 1470. 
10 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCL— (C V. vol. iv. p. 439.) 

The original, with tlie king's signature, from which this letter is copied, is placed in a MS. Iblio volame, 
containing many curious original state-papers, and copies of state>]^pers of various dates and reigns, 
formerly mdonging to Sir Kdward Coke, and is thus endorsed in hu own hand. " Privye Seale fiom 
Kitchard y^ thvrd enhabling Mr. Swanues Auncetours to lea\ye Armes.'* How he came to mistake Ah 
signature for that of Richard III. I cannot conceive, it being so evidently R.E. Rex Edwardtu, tiiat of 
Kdwartl IV. : neither was there any in\-asion intended or expected from France, either in September 14S3, in 
the very lM>ginuing of the reign of Cliarles VIII. .or iu the following year, when that prince deurad a nib 
conduct for the amlvissadors which he intended sending to England. This volume came into the poaseaiian 
of that great anti(iuar>' Sir Andrew Fountaine. knieht. and tlience into the valuable library of hu nenhev 




escape ot lulwant irom liis conuueraent at Miaoienam <jastie, ana alter nis ha\-ing 
Wells near Stamford, when the IHike of Clarence and the Earl of Warwick, retiring into France, were 
reconciled to Queen Margaret, and. aided by Lewis XL. meditated an invasion of ^gland in Ikvoiir of 
llenry VI. Tliis invasion tliey accomplished^ and landed at Dartmouth in September : on their maidi tliey 
daily increasiHl in numliers. when E«hvard, on their approach towards him and proclaiming Henry VI., 
was seized with such a panic that, retreating towards the sea-^hore on the Norfolk coast. £e onbazked 
alx>ard a small vi*ssel, and after several escapes from corsairs. &c., he landed safely in Holland, wImb 
Henry for a few months reoscended the throne. A William Swan is mentioned in Letter ccocr.; but wheAer 
he is the same i>er9on here atldressed does not appear. 



To our well-bihved U 

Rex Enw AUiH s. By the King. 
Tki ^iTY aiul well-Wloved, we grcot you weU. 
and for*i)nmcli as we be crevliblv iiscertained 
that our ancient enemies of France, and our 
outward rebels and traitors, be ilrawn tosrether 
in accorvl, and intend h.istily to liuid in our 
cinnity of Kent or in the parts thereof near 
adjoininsr. with great might and ]x>wer of 
Frenchmen utterly to destroy us and our 
true subjtHTts and to subvert the common weal 
oi the s.ime our realm. 

We s'raitly charge and wmmand you, 
ujx^n the faith and liw^^ance that ye bear 
\u»to us, that ye arrevlie ymakf i^.niy^ you 
with all the tellowship ye can make; and as 
skxm as ve nuw understand that thev land 

' St, IJiurviHv's .U\ is the l>th of Auirjst. 



llliam Sivan, Gtnileman. 



in our said county or nearby, tliat ye draw 
thither, as we have commanded other our 
subjects to do. and put you in uttermost 
devoir, with them to resist the malice of our 
said enemies and traitors ; and if they and ye 
be not of piwer so to do, that tlien ve draw 
you to our city of London, by which' time we 
trust to be there in our person or nearby • and 
if we lie not that, that then ye do fardier all 
ye shall be commanded by our council there, 
upon the pain above said. 

Given under our signet, at our city of 
York, the seventh day of September. 

York, Friday, 

7th of Sep«innber, 14T0. 
10 E. TV, 
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LETTER CCCIL— (XXXVL vol.ii. p. 51.) 

This letter was written after the flight of Edward, and very soon after the restoration of Henry VI. to tho 
throne. Sir John Paston, and his brother JohnPaston, the writer of this letter, had been and still were of 
the household of the Duke of Norfolk, but were now making their court to the Earl of Oxford ; and hoped 
by his favour to have appointments under this new government, which took place the l^ginning of 
October. jThis letter is a curious specimen of the rapidity and facility with which changes took place, even 
among the great political characters of the time, and the subservience of the Duke of Norfolk to the Earl 
of Oxfbrd is very strikingly marked.] 

To my right worshipful mother, Margaret Paston, be this delivered. 

After humble and most due recommendation, 
as lowly as I can I beseech you of your bless- 
ing. Please it you to weet, that, blessed be 
God, my brother and I be in good hele 
(^health); and I trust that we shall do right 
well in all our matters hastily ; for my Lady of 
Norfolk^ hath promised to be ruled by my 
Lord of Oxford^ in all such matters as belong 
to my brother and to me; and as for my 
Lord of Oxford, he is better lord to me, by 
my truth, than I can wish him in many 
matters ; for he sent to my Lady of Norfolk by 
John Bernard only for my matter, and for none 
other cause, mine on weeting (forgetting),^ 
or without any prayer of me, for when he sent 
to her I was at London and he at Colchester, 
and that is a likelihood he remembered me. 

The Duke and the Duchess sue to him as 
humbly as ever I did to them ; insomuch that 
my Lord of Oxford shall have the rule of them 
and theirs, by their own desires and great 
means. 

As for the offices that ye wrote to my 
brother for and to me, they be for no poor 
men ; but I trust we shall speed of other 
offices meetly for us. For my master the 
Earl of Oxford biddeth me ask and have. 
I trow (think) my brother Sir John shall have 
the constableship of Norwich Castle, with 20/. 
of fee; all the lords be agreed to it. 

Tidiings, the Earl of Worcester* is like to 



* John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk; Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Talbot, first Earl of Shrewsbury, 
Duchess of Norfolk. 

^ John de Vere, a firm Mend to the House of 
Lancaster, and who, during the short exaltation of 
Henry, was amongst the first statesmen of that party. 
He died 10th of March, 1412, 4 H. VIII. 

3 lOn weeting is unweeting — without his know- 
ledge.] 

^ John Tiptoft, Lord Treasurer and Lord Constable, 



die this day, or to-morrow at the farthest; 
John Pilkington, M. W. at Clytf, and 
Fowler, are taken, and in the castle of Pomfret, 
and are like to die hastily without they be 
dead. Sir Thomas Montgomery and Jou- 
done be taken, what shall fall of them I can- 
not say. 

The Queen^ that was, and the Duchess of 
Bedford,*' be in sanctuary at Westminster; tlie 
Bishop of Ely,'' with other bishops are in Saint 
Martins ; when I hear more I shall send you 
more ; I pray God send you all your desires. 
Written at London on Saint Edward's even. 
Your son and humble servant, 

J. Paston. 

London, Thursday, 
nth of October, 1470, 
IDE. IV. (49H.VI.) 

Mother, I beseech you that Brome may be 
spoken to to gather up my silver at Gujrton 
in all haste possible, for I have no money.' 
Also that it like you, that John Milsent may 
be spoken to, to keep well my grey horse an 
(if) he be alive, and that he spare no meat on 
him, and that he have cunning leeches to 
look to him. As for my coming home I know 
no certainty, for I tarry till my Lady of 
Norfolk come to go through with the mattery 
and she shall not be here till Sunday. 

absconded on the departure of his royal master, but 
was taken in Weybridge Forest, in Huntingdonshire, 
concealed in a tree ; aud being brought to the Tower, 
was there beheaded upon a charge of cruelty, on the 
18th of October, 1470. 

s Elizabeth, Queen of Edward IV. 

* Jaqueline. of Luxcmburgh, Duchess-dowager of 
Bedford, and widow of Sir Richard Widville or 
Woodville, mother to Elizabeth. 

' William Gray, a man of family and great learn- 
ing, was placed mthis see by Pope Nicholas V. in 
1454. He was lord treasurer to Edward IV., and 
died in 1478. 
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LKTTER CCCIII.— (CVI. vol. iv, p. 441.) 

Vt'o hnc RTo t\\o viirii>uii nrtiflr<>« that had IxHm mnclc use of to brinff forward thk appeal against the FMtoni, 
nnil th«« pniiw thnt hnd lio«*n tnkiMi bv thoM* who ttoomed to have been their fHends to dutreaa thorn by it. 
Tlw i>iiil(«n\t>iini uNcd to indiirt* th(* witlow to pnt herself under the Duke of Norfolk's protection, and to beeoae 
IiIh xnuHtil undor th(* dllTorrut titU'« of waive and widow, are curious, and throw some light npon ttie feadsl 
syntoni. I do not exactly uiiderttnud the senao in whicli the word wrve or waive is nsed here. Caurther dun 
it mennii to nuivcy the idtvi of subjection. Tlie widow, however, chose to be her own mistreaa in tfae 
seeond >e(ir, nud to take another hnslMind. 

To hi» wonhififMl mtutft, John Pattott, Esquire, 



RinuT womliipfiil Sir, I commend me to 
yotir (TimhI nuiaterslnii, j^c. Please it you to 
iimlenttniul that UtHlft»nl desiwHl me, on }'our 
lirhiilC that 1 shoiiUI ^) anil conminne with 
the woiiiAU thnt was the fuUor's wife at Skmth 
IValshant, which woman is now marrietlto 
one Thonta.4 Stywaril, dwelling in tlie {virish 
of Siiint (lih^ji in Norwich : which woman 
mill to me tluit idie siuhI never the ap|>ea], but 
that she was hy subtle craft hnuight to the 
New Inn at Norwich, ami there was Master 
Simthwell, ami he intreattnl her to Iw my 
lord s wewe v,*«>»*»v^* by the sjxice of an 
whole year next following, and thereto he 
made her to In* UhiikI in an obligatii>n : and 
when that ye«r)s as jvul, hedesireil her to l^my 
liwii's \kido« aiu^heryear: and ilieti she said 
tliat site Iwtd lever yf\itkfr> lose tJut that she 



had done than to lose tiiat and more, and 
theR'fore she said plainly that she would no 
more of that matter, and to she took her an 
husband, which is the said Thomas Styward ; 
and she saith that it was full sore against her 
will tliat ever die matter went so far foctii, 
for she had never none avail thereof but it 
was sued to her great labour and loss, for die 
had never of my lord's counsel bat barely her 
costs to London. No more, bat Grod have 
you in his keeping. Written at Norwich, tiie 
Monday next afVtf the feast of Saint Lake. 

By Toor senranf, 

R. L. 

Monday. 
S:Sd c^ Or»ber, 1470. 

!•> E. rv. 
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Norwich to-morrow at night towards Walsing- 
ham, which shall I wot well be another let 
to me, but I had more need to be otherwise 
occupied than to await on ladies, for there is 
as yet I trow no spear that shall go over the 
sea so evil horsed as I am, but it is told me 
that Richard Calle hath a good horse to sell, 
and one John Butcher of Oxborough hath 
another, and if it might please you to give 
Sym leave to ride into that country at my 
cost, and in your name, saying that ye will 
give one of your sons an horse, desiring him that 
he will give you a penny^vorth for a penny, 
and he shall, and the price be reasonable, 
hold him pleased with your payment out of 
my purse, though he know it not ere his horse 
depart from his hands. Mother I beseech you, 
and (if) it may please you to give Sym leave 
to ride on this message in your name, that he 
may be here with me to-morrow in the morn- 



ing betimes, for were I once horsed I trow I 
were as far forth ready as some of my neigh- 
bours. 

I heard a little word that ye purposed to 
be here in Norwich the next week, I pray God 
it be this week. 

Mother, I beseech you that I may have an 
answer to-morrow at tlie farthest of this mat- 
ter, and of any other service that it please you 
to command me, which I will at all seasons 
(be) ready to accomplish with God's grace, 
whom I beseech to preserve you and yours. 

Written at Norwich, this Wednesday in 
Easter week, 

By your son and servant, 

John Paston, 

Norwich, Wednesday, April, 
between 1470 and 1474. 
10 and 14 E. IV. 



LETTE R CCCV.— (CVIII. vol. iv. p. 449.) 

The wages due to these men was for their attendance, under the command of the Duke of Suffolk at the battle 
of Lincoln Field, usually called the battle of Stamford, where the king [£dw. IV.], in the beginning of 
March, 1 469-70, obtained a complete victory over the rebel forces, commanded by the son of Lord Welles, who, 
being there taken prisoner, was a few days after beheaded. On the news of this defeat the Duke of Cla- 
rence and the Earl of Warwick repaired to Exeter, from thence they went to Dartmouth, and there, about 
May , embarked, for Frauce. We find by this letter that the king's army followed them to Exeter. This 
letter by the date appears to have been written just about the time of Edward's leaving the kingdom, when 
Henry VI. was re-instated on the throne, unless the payment of the men had been longer delayed ; if so it 
was not written till after Edward's return and re-accession. [They were of course Lancasterians, as Suf- 
folk himself was ; and this letter must have been written during Henry's short restoration. They had retreated 
to Exeter, and had probablv had no chance of obtaining payment till this time. The battle was tbught, 
March 12, at Erpingham in Rutlandshire.'] 

To the Bailiffs, Constables^ and Chamberlains of our Borough of Eye, and to every of them. 

we will and charge that ye without any longer 
delay pay them their whole duties accord- 
ing the covenants that ye made with them, 
and ye fail not hereof as ye intend our plea- 
sure. Written at Wingfield, the 22nd day of 
October. 

Suffolk. 
Wingfield, 
Monday, 22nd of October, 
1740. 10 E. IV. 



The Duke of Suffolk.* 
Forasmuch as Edmund Lee and John 
Barker, which were waged for your town to 
await upon us in the King^s service to Lincoln 
Field, and from thence to Exeter and (back) 
again ; and for that season, as we be informed, 
they are not yet fully contented and paid of 
their wages ; wherefore, upon the sight hereof, 

1 John de hi Polo, Duke of Suffolk, died in 1491. 
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L K T T E II CCCVL— (CIX. vol. iv. p. 451.) 

It appears plainly Trom tlio contents of this letter, that it was written dnring tihe short time that HenxyVI. 
was in iwssesHion of the throne. The Earl of Oxford was comin;; to Norwich to see how the county of 
Norfolk stood affected to the present change in the government, and most probably to bepreaentat the 
election of members to be returtietl for that eity, as well as for the county, to serve in the enaoing parliament. 
It in a most curious letter, and gives us a very particular description IJoth of the paitiea and of fhe pohtia 
of die times. 

To John Pastoitf Esq., in hatte. 

I commend me to you, praying | sufficient matters, and tell the railing ;* fnay- 

ing them not to cause my lord to owe his 



BROTHER; 

you that this be your guiding, if other folks 
will agree to tlie same, that Master Roos, old 
Knivet,^ ye, and the worshipfuUest tliat will 
do for our sake, as Arblaster, John Jenney, 
Wodehouse,* and all otiier gentlemen tliat at 
the day will be in Norwich, that ye all whole 
as one body come together, that my Lord of 
Oxford may understand that some strength 
resteth thereby, which if it be well handled 
and prove in the handling, I trow Heydon's 
party will be but an easy c()mj)arison ; never- 
theless, tlien must ye Iwware of one pain, and 
that is this, Heydon will of craft' send among 
you per case (jprobably) six or more with harness, 
for to slander your fellowship witli saying that 
they be riotous people and not of substance ; 
require the gentlemen above written that if 
any men be in Norwicli of the country that 
bear any such harness to do {make) tliem 
leave it, or any glistering bill {pole-axe). 

The mayor and citizens of Norwich were 
wont to have a certayne (a number) of men 
in harness of men of tlie town to the number 
of two or three or five hundred, which if they 
now do in like case, these will owe better will 
to Master Uoos and you than to other Iblks ; 
and if it be so that they thought not to have 
none such at this time, I tliink the mayor 
will do it at the retpiest of IMaster Roos and 
you, if lack of time cause (prevent) it not. 

Item, be well ware of Clopton, for he hath 
advised my lord to be altogether ruled by 
Heydon, insomuch he hath reported that all 
things and all matters of my lord's and in all 
the country .should {be) guided by lleydon : if 
Clopton or Hyghani or Lewis John be busy, 
press into my lord before them, for they be no 



^ John Knevct, Es(i, of Buckcuham Castle. 

2 Sir Kdward Wodehouse, kuiuht, of Kimberley 
in N()rft)lk. 

3 This is a curious scheme, and worthy the con- 
ductor of a modern election contest. 



favour, for their pleasure, to some folks there 
present; for if my lord favour, or tiiey either, 
by likelihood my lord and diey might lose 
six times as many friends as he should win 
by their means. 

Also, if ye could find the means, Mato 
Roos and ye, to cause (Jhe\ mayor in my 
lord's ear to tell him, though he should bind 
my lord to conceal (iV), tihat the love of tiie 
comitry and city resteth on our side, and tiut 
other folks be not beloved nor never woe; 
this would do none harm. 

If it be so that all things go oly ver'canent 
with more, to remember that there is out of 
that country that be not at Norwich, becide 
me, that be right worshipful, and as wiNnhip- 
ful as few belonging to Norfolk, that will and 
shall do my lord service the rather for my 
sake and Master Roos's, and the rather if my 
lord remit notmuch thing to Hey don's guiding. 

Also the goodly means whereby ye best 
can entreat my cousin Sir William Calthorpe 
at the said day wse {advise)^ them to cause 
him, if it will be, to come ye in his company 
and he in yours, in chief at your chief show, 
and Master Roos and he in company, letting 
my said cousin weet that I told him once that 

* [In the original •' for the be no suff . matrvs, and 
tell the rayling." We think the translation should 
be " for they be no sufficient masters, and tell thb 
re.al thinj?," t. e. the truth.] 

» This appears to be the word in the original, but 
the meiinin^ of it I shall be glad to have explahied. 
[May it not be clever — cleverly. If it be so that aU 
these thhigs, with more, go cleverly current^ that if 
smoothly, then to remember, &c. This appears to 
us the coii.struction. The whole letter is verv oh- 
scun^ly worded ; we have altered even more of the 
punctuation here than elsewhere, and a few of 
the words that appeared wrong translated, and m 
trust the meaning is now generally to be understoocLI 

« [fFse is probably tMc—" the goodly means.... 
use them to cause him," Sec.'j 
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I should move him of a thing I trusted should 
be increasing both to his honour and weal. 

I sent you a letter, come to Norwich by 
likelihood, to you on Monday last past, it 
came somewhat the later, for I wend (to) have 
died not long before it. 

Also, I received one from you by Master 
Blomvile yester even. Tell my cousin W. 
Yelverton^ that he may not ap])ear of a while 
in no wise, I trow my cousin his father shall 
send him word of the same ; do that ye can 
secretly that my lord be not heavy lord unto 
him : it is understood that it is done by the 
craft of Heydon, he gat him into that office to 
have to be against me, and now he saith that he 
hath done all that he can against me, and now 
may do no more, now he would remove him. 

The day is come that he fasted the even for ; 
as an holy young monk fasted more than all 
the convent, after that for his holiness and 
fasting hoped to be abbot, which afterward 
was abbot, then left he his abstinence, say- 
ing, " the day was come that he fasted the 
even for." 

Brother, I pray you recommend me to my 
Lord of Oxfords good lordship; and whereas 
I told my lord that I should have awaited 
upon his lordship in Norfolk, I would that I 
might so have done lever (rather) than an hun- 
dred pound ; but in good faith these matters 
that I told my lord (/) trowed should let me 



were not finished till yesterday, wherefore 
of that cause, and also since Hallowmass every 
other day must not hold up mine head, nor 
yet may, insomuch that since the said day, in 
Westminster Hall and in other place, I have 
gone with a staff as a ghost, as men said, more 
like that I rose out of the earth than out of a 
fair lady's bed, and yet am in like case, saving 
I am in good hope to amend, wherefore I 
beseech his lordship to pardon me, and at 
anotlicr time I shall make double amends, for 
by my troth a man could not have hired me 
for five hundred marks (333/. 6s. 8d,) with 
so good will to have ridden into NorfolK, as to 
have at this season there to have awaited on 
his lordship ; and also I would have been glad, 
for my lord should have known what service that 
I might have done his lordship in that country. 

Item, your gear is sent to you as Thomas 
Stomps saith, saving Mylsents gear and the 
chaffron which I cannot iiitreat Thomas 
Stomps to go there for this three or four days, 
wherefore I knocked him on the crown, &c. 

Item, look that ye take heed that the letter 
were not broken* ere that came to yourhand^ 
&c. Written at London, on Thursday next 
after Saint Erkenwald'sday^(14M November'). 

John Paston, knight, 

London, Thursday, 

15th of November, 1470, 
lOE. IV. (49H.VI.) 



LETTER CCCVIL— (CX. voL iv. p. 459.) 

These facetious verses seem to have been ^-ritten without any regard to quantity, the rhyming of the lines in 
each stanza appears to be all that was attended to; they are here produced only as a specimen of the Latin 
poetry of the age, for otlier merit of any kind they have none, as they abound in false quantity, false con- 
cord, &c. &c. They were written by the seneschal of the Eaxl of Oxford, but to whom, unless by the Black 
Knight we may suppose Sir John Paston to be intended, it is not to be discovered. 

Senescalh/8 Comitis Oxoniee nigro Militi. 



NoN decet senescallo tam magni comitis 
Ut comes Oxouiae verbis in Anglicis 

Scribere epistolas, vel suis in nunciis 
Aliquid proponere si non in Latinis. 

* William Yelvertonhad been in the interest of 
Edward IV. and therefore durst not appear till be 
had secured a pardon from the present govem- 
roeut. 

* The caution concerning the safe delivery of the 
letter unopened in worthy of observation. 

3 Erkenwaid, Bishop of London, founded one mo- 
nastery at Chertsey, in Surrey, for men, and another at 



Igitur ille pauperculus prasdicti comitis 
Magnus senescallus magni comitatis 

Nuncupatur Norft'. Latinis in verbis 

Apud Knapton in curi^ in forma judicis. 

Barking, in Essex, for women, who before that time 
were often obliged to retire into France for want of a 
proper retreat in England. He was the son either of Offa 
or Ina, a king of the East Angles, and died at Bark- 
ing, in the latter end of the seventh century, when his 
body w:i8 interred in his own cathedral, but was taken 
up in 1148, and deposited anew with great venera- 
tion, on the 14th of November. 
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Tibi nigro militi salutem, et omnibus 
Notifico, quod lAugdon ille homunculus 

Nullam pecuiiiam liberare vult geiitibus, 
Quod est magnum impedimeutum nostris 
operibus; 

Idcirco tibi mando sub psRn^ contemptds. 
Quod tu indilate propriis manibus 

Scribas tuas litteras, quod ille homunculus 
Copiam pecuniee deliberat gentibus : 



Sin autem per litteras has nostras patentes 
Ego and operarii, qui sunt consentientes 

Omnes unk voce promemus suos dentes 
Nisi liberet pecuniam, cum simus egentef. 

Teste meipso apud Knapton predicta. 
Est et mihi testis Maria Benedicta, 

Quod vicesimo die Julii non inderelicta 
Erat summe solidi^ res hsec non est ficta. 
20th of July. 



LETTER CCC VIII.--(XXX VIL vil. ii. p. 55.) 

Sir Thomas de Vere, knight, was third brother to John de Vere. Earl of Oxford. It appears from this letter, 
that the county of Norfolk was in the interest of Henry VI., and by the orders which it contains, tiiat tlie 
Earl had had advice from his brother of the appearance of Edward's fleet on that coast, and of its proceeding 
Arom thence to the north. Holinshed informs us that Edward came before Cromer, in Norfolk, on tbe 
12th of March, where he sent on shore Sir Robert Chamberlaine, Sur Gilbert Debenham, and oUiers, to 
understand how the country stood aflfected. They found the vigilance of the Earl of Oxford, and the great 
preparations he had made, were such, that it would be unsafe to land, and Uierefore they steered norfh- 
waras. 

To my right dear and well-beloved Brother, Thomat Fere, 



Right dear and well-beloved brother, I com- 
mend me heartily unto you ; ccartifying you 
(hat I have received your writing, directed 
now last unto me, by my servant William 
Cooke, by which I understand the faithful 
guiding and disposition of the country to my 
great comfort and pleasure ; which I doubt 
not shall redound to the greatest praising and 
worship that ever did till (to) any country ; 
certifying you farthermore tliat by Nicheson 
of your other tidings last sent unto me ; also 
these by Robert Porter. I have disposed me 
with all the power that I can make in Essex 
and Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, and other places 
to be on Monday next coming at Bury, which 
purpose I intend to observe with God's grace, 
towards you into Norfolk, to the assistance of 
you and the country, in case Edward with 
his company had arrived there, and yet I 
shall do the same notwithstanding ; for if he 



arrive northward, like as ye weet by likelihood 
he should, I cast (intend) to follow and pur- 
sue him, and where(a«) ye desire that I 
should send you word what disposition siiall 
be taken in the country where ye be, I desire 
you, that ye, by the advice of the Gentlemen 
which be there, chuse three or four and send 
them to me at Bury on Monday next ; and 
then I and they, with my council, shall take 
a direction for the surety of all that country 
by God's grace ; by whom I shall send then 
to you relation whether ye shall remain still 
there yourself, or resort to me with all those 
that be accompanied with you, and Jesu pre- 
serve you. At Hithingham (Heningham) the 
14th day of March. 

By your loving brother, 

OXYNFORD. 

Heningham, or Hedingham Castle, in Essex. 
14th of March, 1470, 11 E. IV. (49 H. VI.) 



LETTER CCCIX.— (XXXVIII. vol. ii. p. 69.) 

This spirited letter was written immediately after notice of the landing of Edward at Ravenspur, in Yorkshire, 
on the 14th of March ; but whether the forces raised in Norfolk, and the neighbouring counties, marched 
towards Newark does not appear ; — if they did, they and those they mi^ht meet there, never faced Edward's 
array, which came forwards to the Earl of Warwick's forces entrenched at Coventry. Edward there made 
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a feint of attacking them, but being joined by his brother the Dnke of Clarence, it was determined to omit 
that, and proceed immediately to London; where he arrived on the 11th of April without opposition, and 
instantly re-assumed the government of the kingdom. 

To my right trtisty and tuell-beloved Henry Spibrum, Thomas Seyve, John Seyve, James Radclif^ 

John Brampton the elder, and to each ofthem. 



Trusty and well beloved, I commend me to 
you, letting you weet that I have credible 
tidings that the king^s great enemies and 
rebels, accompanied with enemies estrangers, 
be now arrived and landed in the north parts 
of this his land, to the utter destruction of 
his royal person, and subversion of all bis 
realm, if they might attain ; whom to encounter 
and resist, the king's highness hath commanded 
and assigned me, under his seal, sufficient 
power and authority to call, raise, gather, and 
assemble, from time to time, all his liege 
people of the shire of Norfolk, and other 
places to assist, aid, and strengthen me in the 
same intent. 

Wherefore, in the king*8 name, and by 
authority aforesaid, I straitly charge and 



command you, and in my own behalf heartily 
desire and pray you that, all excuses laid a-part 
ye and each of you, in your own persons, 
defensibly arrayed, with as many men as ye 
may goodly make, be on Friday next coming 
at Lynn, and so forth to Newark ; where with 
the leave of God I shall not fail to be at that 
time ; intending from thence to go forth with 
the help of God, you, and my friends, to the 
rencounter of the said enemies; and that ye 
fail not hereof, as ye tender the weal of our 
said sovereign Lord and all this his realm. J 
Written at Bury, the 19th day of March. 

OXYNFORD. 



Bury, 19th of March, 

1470, HE. IV. (49H. VI.) 



LETTER CCCX.— (XXXIX. vol. ii. p. 61.) 
To the right vjorshipful and special singular master, Sir John Paston, Knight, be this delivered. 



After due recommendation had, with all my 
service, &c. {Here follow copies of indictments 
and appeals procured against Sir John Paston, 
and his servants ; — and likewise other law busi- 
ness,') 

As for tidings, here in this country be many 
tales, and none accord with other ; it is told 
me ;by the . under-sheriff that my Lord of 
Clarence is gone to his brother late king; inso- 



much that his men have the gorget on their 
breasts, and the rose over it. And it is said 
that the Lord Howard ^ hath proclaimed King 
'E(dward) king of England in Suffolk. 
Yours, and at your commandment, 

James Gresham. 

Latter end of March, 
or beginning of April. 

1471, HE, IV. (49H. VI.) 



LETTER CCCXL— (XL. voL ii. p. 63.) 

This curious letter was written by Sir John Paston to his mother, the fourth dav after the battle of Bamet, 
wherein he had personally fought ; and which may be said to have settled Eaward almost securely on the 
throne, by depriving him of his implacable enemy the great Earl of Warwick, who here fell, most furiously 
fighting. His brother, the Marquis of Montagu, shared the same fate ; Sir John Paston shows himself a 
true Lsmcastrian, and even now entertains great hopes of a change of affairs favourable to Henry ; — ^these, 
I suppose, were raised by the landing of Queen Margaret and her son, Prince Edward, in Dorsetshire, but 
they proved of short continuance, for at the fatal battle of Tewkesbury, fought on the 4th of May following, 
her army was totally routed, and herself and son taken prisoners ; when the latter was almost immediately 
most basely murdered in the presence of Edward ; and our historians say that this young prince fell by 
the swords of the Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester, and of the Lords Dorset and Hastings. He was only 
eighteen years of age. and was buried, without any funeral pomp, in the church of the Black Friars, in 
Tewkesbury. It seems somewhat surprising that Sir John should commit to paper his wishes and opinions 
so fully at a time when he was scarcely at liberty himself, and had reason to fear that, if his sentiments were 
discovered, his life might be in danger. [Hall is the first historian who mentions Clarence and Gloucester 

1 John Howard, afterwards the first Duke of Norfolk of that name. 
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as participating in this miirder. The monk of Croyland, a contemporary, merely says it was done by " certain 
persons ;" and Fabvan, a boy at the time, that the king " strake him with his gauntlet upon Uie race ; after 
which stroke so by nim received, he was by the king's servants incontinently slain."] 

To my Mother. 

As for other tidings, (iV) is understood here, 
that the Queen Margaret^ is verily landed 
and her son in the west country, and I trow 
(believe) that as to-morrow, or else the next 
day, the King £dwardwill depart from hence 
to her ward to drive her out again. 

Item, I beseech you that I may be recom- 
mended to my cousin Lomner, and to thank 
him for his good will to me ward if I had 
had need, as I understood by the bearer 
hereof J and I beseech you on my behalf to 
advise him to be well ware of his dealing or 
language as yet, for the world I assure you is 
right queasy (unsettled), as ye shall know within 
this month ; the people here feareth it sore. 

God hath showed himself marvellously like 
him that made all, and can undo again when 
him list ; and I can think that by all like- 
lihood shall show himself as marvellous again, 
and that in short time; and as I suppose 
oftener than once in cases like. 

Item, it is so that my brother is unpurveyed 
(unprovided) of money, I have holpen (helped) 
him to my power and above; wherefore, as 
it pleaseth you, remember him, for [/J cannot 
purvey for myself in the same case. 

Written at London the Thursday in Easter 
week. 

I hope hastily to see you. All this bill 
must be secret.® Be ye not a doubted (sus- 
piciomy^ of the world, I trust all shall be well ; 
if it thus continue I am not all undone, nor 
none of us ; and if otherwise then, &c. &c. 



Mother, I recommend me to you, letting you 
weet, that blessed be God, my brother John 
(Paston) is alive and fareth well, and in no 
peril of death; nevertheless he is hurt with 
an arrow on his right arm beneath the elbow ; 
and I have sent him a surgeon, which hath 
dressed him, and he telleth me that he trusteth 
that he shall be all whole within right short time. 

It is so that John Mylsent is dead, God have 
mercy on his soul! and William Mylsent is 
alive, and his other servants all be escaped 
by all likelihood. 

Item, as for me, I am in good case, blessed 
be God ; and in no jeopardy of my life as me 
list myself ; for I am at my liberty if need be. 

Item, my lord archbishop^ is in the 
Tower; nevertheless I trust to God that he 
shall do well enough: he hath a safe- 
guard for him and me both ; nevertheless we 
have been troubled since, but now I under- 
stand that he hath a pardon ; and so we hope 
well. 

Tliere are killed upon the field, half a mile 
from Baniet, on Easter day, the Earl of War- 
wick, the Marquis Montagu,* Sir William 
Tyrell,^ Sir Lewis Johns, and divers other 
esquires of our country, Godmerston, and 
Booth. 

And on the King Edward's paiiy, the Lord 
Cromwell,* the Lord Say,* Sir Humphrey 
Bourchier ® of our country, which is a sore 
moonyd (moaned) man here ; and other people 
of both parties to the number of more than a 
thousand. 7 



" 1 George Nevile, Archbishop of York; — ^it was 
from the oistody of this prelate that Edward escaped, 
after having been surprised and taken prisoner by 
the Earl of Warwick in 1470 ; perhaps the kind treat- 
ment of his then prisoner now procured his pardon. 

2 Tlie bodies of these two noblemen were exposed 
three days to public view in St. Paul's Cathedral, 
and then buried at Bishara Abbey, Berkshire. 

3 Sir William Tyrel was cousin to Sir James 
TjTel, the afterwards supposed murderer of Ed- 
ward V. and his brother the Duke of York. 

4 Ilumphery Bourchier, third son of Henry Earl 
of Essex, had summons to parliament iu 1461, as 
Lord Cromwell, in right of his wife. 

* W^illiam Fienes, Lord Say. 

* Son of John Lord Bemers. 

' Tills number is considerably less than the least 



London, Tliursdav, 
18th of April, 1471. 



11 E. IV. 



given by any of our historians, who, some of them, 
made the list of slain to amount to 10,000, others to 
4000, and those who speak the most moderately to 
1500 men. The battle of Bamet began on the 
morning, and lasted till afternoon on Easter Sunday, 
the Udi of April, 1471. 

" Queen Margaret, and Prince Edward her son, 
lande<l at W^eymouth, in Dorsetshire, about the 13th 
or 14th of April. 

^ Sir John had suflBcient reason to say, " All this 
bill must be secret," for if the conclusion of this 
letter had been seen by the York party, liis liberty, 
if not his life, would have been at stake. 

10 r^'e rather think w^pec^ed is meant ; t. e. if they 
do notliing to make them suspected.] 
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LETTER CCCXII.— (XLl. vol. ii. p. C9.) 

Thisearioos and secret letter, without aame, date, or direction, was written by some person of consequence in 
this reign, and I believe by John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, after the unsuccessful battle of Bamet when ho 
retreated witli some of his men towards Scotland ; but discovering a design to betray him, he privately 
left them, and went into Wales to join the Earl of Pembroke. The supplies of men and money, &c. herein 
required to be sent to him were intended to strengthen the queen's army, which was now with the utmost 
expedition assembling, and which before the Earls of Pembroke and Oxford could join it, was totally 
routed at Tewkesbury on the 4th of May following. 

To the right reverend and vyorshipful Lady.^ 



Right reverend and worshipful lady, I re- 
commend me to you, letting you weet that I 
am in great heaviness at tlie making of this 
letter; but thanked be God I am escaped 
myself, and suddenly departed from my men ; 
for I understand my chaplain would have 
detrayed {betrayed) me : and if he come into 
the country let him be made sure, &c. 

Also ye shall give credence to the bringer 
of this letter, and I beseech you to reward 
him to his costs ; for I was not in power at the 
making of this letter to give him, but as I was 
put in trust by favour of strange people, &c. 

Also ye shall send me in all naste all the 
ready money that ye can make ; and as many 
of my men as can come well horsed, and that 
they come in divers parcels. 

Also that my horses be sent with my steel 
saddles, and bid the yeoman of the horse 
cover them with leather. 

Also ye shall send to my mother,' and let 
her weet of this letter and pray her of her 
blessing, and bid her send me my casket by 



this token ; that she hath the key thereof, but it 
is broken. 

Also ye shall send to the Prior of Thetford,' 
and bid him send me the sum of gold that he 
said that I should have ; also say to him by 
this token;* that I showed him. the first privy 
seal, 8fc. 

Also let Paston, Felbrig, and Brews, come 
to me. 

Also ye shall deliver the bringer of this 
letter an horse, saddle, and bridle. 

Also ye shall be of good cheer, and take no 
thought (be not melanchofy), for I shall bring 
my purpose * about now by the grace of God 
who have you in keeping. 

<© 




AprU,1471. nE.IV. 



LETTER CCCXIIL— (I. vol. v. p. 3.) 



[This letter is from J. Paston to his mother, 
and contains an account from J. Paston him- 
self, of his wounded state, and great want of 
money, con6rmatory of the letter of Sir J. 
Paston his brother (cccxi.). It was written 
in London, April 30, 1471 ; and although he 
says *'now I have neitlier meat, drink, 

1 Margaret, daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of 
Salisbury, and sister to the late Earl of Warwick, and 
wife of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford. 

* Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Sir John Howard, 
kniirht, who was uncle to John Howard, first Duke 
of Norfolk of that name. She was now the widow 
of John de Vere, late Earl of Oxford. 

> John Veacey, Prior of Thetford, firom 1441 to 1479. 



clothes, leechcraft, nor money, but upon 
borrowing, and I have essayed my friends so 
far that they begin to fail now in my greatest 
need ;" yet he is in high spirits, most pro- 
bably from his knowledge of Queen Mar- 
garet^s return, and of a large army having 
assembled in her favour. He appears to have 

* The precision of the privy tokens shows the 
caution observed, lest the money, &c. should be fhia- 
dulentl^ obtained by making use of his name only. 

& Thu shows the expectations formed by this last 
attempt of the Queen and Prince Edward. 

* The first character of this signature may te 
supposed to resemble an O, and the last a D, though 
this is only supposition. 
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been very sanguine of her success, for he says 
'* it shall not be long to or than {before) my 
wrongs and other men's shall be redressed, for 
the world was never so like to be ours as it is 
but a few days after the battle of 



now 



Tewkesbury was fought, and the queen totally 
defeated. One of the principal objects of the 
letter was to procure money. " Mother, I 
beseech you, and ye may spare any money, 
that ye will do your alms on me and send me 
some in as hasty wise as possible/* His 
horses, however, appear to have as much or 
even more of his attention than his own 
affairs. His directions are most minute ; one, 
" if he be not takyn up for the king's hawks," 
is to have '^ as much meat as he may eat ;" 



" that he have every week three bushels of 
oats, and every day a pennyworth of bread ;" 
others are to " be put to some good grass in 
haste.'* He Mrrites also for several articles of 
his wardrobe, and desires his mother most 
particularly " that nobody look over my 
writings;" and he adds, no doubt antici- 
pating the success of his party, " I thank God 
I am whole of my sickness, and trust to be 
clean whole of all my hurts within a sev'nnight 
at the farthest, by which time I trust to have 
other tidings; and those tidings once had, 
I trust not to be long out of Norfolk." The 
letter is signed John of Gelston, from 
Geldestone in Norfolk, where he sometimes 
resided.] 



LETTER CCCXIV.— (II. voL V. p. 7.) 



S'uE battle of Tewkesbury was fought on 
ay 4, 1471, and in this letter, like the last, 
from J. Paston to his mother, dated July 17, 
he tells her, " that this Wednesday Sir 
Thomas Wingfield sent for me, and let me 
weet that the king had signed my bill of 
pardon, which the said Sir Thomas delivered 
me ; and so, by Friday, at the farthest, I 
trust to have my pardon ensealed by tlie 
chancellor, and soon after, so as I can furnish 
me, I trust to see you." The sudden turns in 
political events and in the personal opinions 
of men are perhaps not more remarkable in 
these times than our own, but when the 
■weightiest arguments were swords or bullets, 
it is gratifying to observe how little rancour 
existed in the middle classes, at least against 
each other. With the leaders of coui-se the 



downfal or ruin of one was necessary to the 
rise or maintenance of the other; but among 
their followers the ties of family, relationship, 
friendship or acquaintance, though not suf- 
ficient to prevent their taking opposite sides in 
political matters, were seldom ineffectoallj 
urged by the defeated towards their conqaerots. 
We have repeated instances in these letters of 
the interference of friends to procure pardons 
for their political opponents, and the present 
is one instance of the facility with which they 
were granted. J. Paston does not forget his 
horses in this letter, "he would fain his gray 
horse were kept in mewe for gnattys," that is, 
kept in the stable (or mews as is often now 
used in London) to preserve him from the 
gnats or Hies ; and all are to have as much 
meat as they will eat.] 



LETTER CCCXV.— (XLII. vol. ii. p. 73.) 

This letter contains no anecdotes of much consequence, yet we may learn from it how little intercourse was 
kept up between one part of the kingdom and another ; no opportunity perhaps having occurred of send- 
ing a letter from Norwich to London, unless at the time of the fair ; another thing strikes us, which is, 
the use tliat pilgrims were of in conveying intelligence. The advice which Sir John hints to his brother 
is good, and his anxious concern for the safety of his young brethren gives us a favourable opinion of 
his kind disposition to wards them. 

To Mrs, Margaret Paston, or to John Paston, Esquire, her son, in haste. 

Right well-beloved brother, I commend me I thank God, and have been ever since that I 
to you, letting you weet that I am in welfare, spake last with you ; and mar\'el for that ye 
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sent never writing to me since ye departed ; I 
heard never since that time any word out of 
Norfolk ; ye might at Bartholomew fair^ have 
had messengers enough to London, and if ye 
had sent to Wykes he should have conveyed 
it to me. I heard yesterday that a Worsted 
man of Norfolk, that sold worsteds at Win- 
chester, said that my Lord of Norfolk and 
my lady were on pilgrimage at our lady* on 
foot, and so they went to Caister ; and that 
at Norwich one should have had large lan- 
guage to you, and called you traitor,* and 
picked many quarrels to you ; send me word 
thereof; it were well done that ye were a 
little surer of your pardon than ye be; 
avise you, I deem ye will hereafter else 
repent you. 

I understand that Bastard Fauconbridge * 
is either headed or like to be, and his brother 
both ; some men say he would have deserved 
it and some say nay. 

I purpose to be at London the first day of 
the term, send me word whether ye shall be 
there or not. 

Item, I would weet whether ye have spoken 
with my Lady of Norfolk or not, and of her 
disposition and the household's to me and to 
you wards, and whether it be a possible 
(thing) to have Caister again and their good 
wills, or not. 

And also I pray you imderstand what fel- 
lowship and guiding is in Caister; and have 
a spy resorting in and out, so may ye know 
the secrets amongst them. 

There is much ado in the North, as men 

1 Bartholomew fair, in Smithfield. 

2 Of Walsingham. 

3 This refers to the part he had taken previous to, 
and at, the restoration of Henry VI. 

4 Thomas Nevile, the natural son of William 
Lord Fauconberg, called the Bastard Fauconberg, 
having adhered to Henry VI. was, on his taking the 
government, appointed vice-admiral of the Channel, 
which place, on the change of affairs, he lost ; ^ and 
being a man of loose character, first turned pirate, 
and then, landing, collected a large army, with 
which he attempted to surprise London; where 
being repulsed, ne retired, and on the king's ad- 
vancing towards him submitted ; when he was not 
only pardoned but knighted, and again appointed 
vice admiraL This happened in May, 1471, but 
was of short continuance, for between the 13th and 
29th of September following he was beheaded, 
though whether for any Aresh crime or not is un- 
certain. 



say ; I pray you beware of your guiding, and 
in chief of your language, &o that from hence- 
forth by your language no man perceive that 
ye favour any person contrary to the king's 
pleasure. 

I understand that the Lord Rivers* hath 
licence of the king to go to Portugal now 
within this sev'nnight. 

I pray you recommend me to my mother, 
and beseech her of her blessing on my behalf. 
(Here follow some directions about payments of 
money.) 

Item, I pray you send me word if any of 
our friends or well-willers be dead, for I fear 
that there is great death in Norwich and in 
other borough towns in Norfolk ; for I ensure 
you, it is the most universal death tliat ever 
I wist in England'; for by my truth, I cannot 
hear by pilgrims that pass the country, nor 
none other man that rideth or goeth any 
country, that any borough town in England 
is free from that sickness; God cease it when 
it please him.® 

Wherefore, for God's sake, let my mother 
take heed to my young brethren that they be 
not in none place where that sickness is reign- 
ing, nor that they disport not with none other 
young people which resorteth where any sick- 
ness is ; and if there be any of that sickness 
dead or enfect (infected) in Norwich, for God's 
sake let her send them to some friend of hers 
into the comitry, and do ye the same by mine 
advice; let my mother rather remove her 
household into the country. 

Even now Thyrston brought me word from 
London that it was Doctor Allen that caused 
your trouble that ye had at Norwich; and 
that John Pamp3rng rode for a discharge for 
you, and that he hath sped well, but how 
that, wot I not ; if ye be clear out of Doctor 
Allen's danger keep you there, and here- 
after ye may scofif as well at his carte 
(q. cost) ; I pray you send me word of all the 
form of his dealing with you. 

I had almost spoken with Mrs. Anne 
Hawte, but I did not, nevertheless this next 
term I hope to take one way with her or 



* On a pilgrimage. 

' I do not find this year marked by our historiaxui 
M a year of sickness. 
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other; she is agreed to speak with me, 
and she hopeth to do me ease as she 
saith. 

I pray you send me word how ye do with 
my Lady Elizabeth Bourchier, ye have a 
little chafed it but I cannot tell how ; send 
me word whether ye be in better hope or 
worse. 

I hear say that the Earl of Oxford's 
brethren be gone out of sanctuary.^ Sir 
Thomas Fulforth ^ is gone out of sanctuary, 
and a great fellowship fetched him, a three 
score^ and they say that within five miles of 



London he was 200 men, and no man weeteth 
(knoweth) where he- is become not yet. The 
Lords Hastings and Howard be in Calais 
and have it peaceably ; and Sir Walter 
Wrottesly and Sir Jeflrey Gate be comiing 
thence, and will be at London this day 
as it is said. 

Written at Waltham beside Winchester 
the day next Holy rood day.* 

John Paston, knight. 

13th or 15th of September, 
1471. UE.IV. 



LETTER CCCXVI.--(XLIII. vol. ii. p. 81.) 

We may from this letter pick out some curious particulars relative to the church of Bromholm Priory in Nor- 
folk, and likewise form some plan of the embattled mansion of the Pastons at Gresham in Norfolk, buildings 
l> which are now both in ruins. 

To 1u8 well-beloved John Paston, Esquire^ at Norwich, or to Airs. Margaret, his mother, 

how much is from the north gate where the 
brigg was at Gresham ^ to the south wall, 
and in like form from the east side to the 
west ; also the height of the east wall, and 
the height of the south-east tower from the 
ground, if ye may easily. Also what breadth 
every tower is within the wall, and which 
tower is more than other within. Also how 
many foot, or what breadth each tower taketh 
within each corner of the quadrate over- 
thwart'^ the doors, and how many tailor's yards 



I COMMEND me to you, letting you weet that, 
&c. ( Here follows an account tha t the Duchess 
of Suffolk * and Duke of Norfolk intend again 
commencing appeals against Sir John Paston 
and his brother, S^c. concerning Caister, 8fc.) 
I would fain have the measure where my 
father lieth at Bromholm ;* both the thick- 
ness and compass of the pillar at his head, 
and from that the space to the altar, and 
the thickness of that altar, and imagery of 
timber work ; and what height the arch is to 
the ground of the aisle, and how high the 
ground of the choir is higher than tlie ground 
of the aisle. 

Item, I pray you let the measure by pack- 
thread be taken, or else measured by yard, 

* Till the reign of Henry VIII. all our churches 
and churchyards were sanctuaries, and protected 
traitors, murderers, &c. if within forty days they 
acknowledged their fault, and submitted themselves 
to banishment: — ^the most eminent sanctuaries in 
England were St. John's of Beverley, St. Martin's 
Le Grand. Ripon in Yorkshire, St. Burien's in Corn- 
wall, and Westminster. 

2 Sir ThoDias Fulford was son of Sir Baldwin 
Fulford, beheaded at Bristol in 1461; he likewise 
ended his life on the scaffold. 

3 Holyrood day, 14th of September. 

* Elizal)eth, sister of Edward IV. 

^ John Paston was most sumptuously buried in the 

friory church of Bromholm in 1466 ; these measures, 
suppose, were required in order to adopt a plan for 
his monument. 



^ This mansion, built by the Stutevilles, was, by 
licence from Edward II., embattled by the Bacons; 
Sir William Paston, the judge, purchased this estate. 

' The drawing, here given in the original letter, is 
intended, by Sir John Paston, for a plan of the quad- 
rangle at Gresham, and if we suppose that the pro- 
jection in the side represents the bridge, then that 
must be the north side, and so we have a complete 
ichnography of the whole. 




18 from tlie mote side, ivhere the brigg was, 
to the highway, or to the hedge all along the 
entry, aiid what breadth the entry is between 
the dikes. 

I pray you, if ye have a leisure in any 
wise, see this done yourself if ye may, or else 
if Pampyng do it, or who that ye think can 
do it ; I would spend 2(W., or as ye seem [more 
if you think proper], to have the certain of 
everything herein. 

And as for my fatlier's tomb I charge you 
see it yourself, and when I speak with you I 
will tell you the causes why that I desire this 
to be done. 

As for tidings, the king and the queen 
and much other people are ridden and gone 
to Canterbury, never so much people seen 
in pilgrimage heretofore at once as men say. 

Also it is said that the Earl of Pembroke * 
is taken unto Bretagne ; and men say that 
the king shall have delivery of him hastily ; 
and some say that the king of France will 
see him safe, and shall set him at liberty 
again. 

Item, Thomas Fauconbridge his head was 
yesterday set upon London Bridge looking 
into Kent ward; and men say that his brother 
was sore hurt, and escaped to sanctuary to 
Beverley. 

Sir Thomas Fulforth escaped out of West- 
minster with 100 spears' as men say, and is 
into Devonshire, and there he hath stricken 
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off Sir John Crokker'shead and killed another 
knight of the Courtenays as men say: £ 
would ye had your very (absolute) pardou 
at once ; wherefore I pray you fail not to be 
at London within four days after Saint 
Faith's; ^ ye shall do good in many things, 
and I pray you send me word hereof by the 
next messenger; and if it come to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Higgens, at the Black Swan, she 
shall convey it to me, for I will not fail to 
be thereat London again within this six days. 

Mrs. Elizabeth hath a son, and was de- 
livered witliin two days after Saint Bartholo- 
mew ;* and her daughter A. H. was, the next 
day after, delivered of another son, as she saith 
eleven weeks ere her time ; it was christened 
John,' and is- dead, God save all ; no more 
till I speak with you. 

Written at London on Michaelmas even. 

John Paston, knight. 

Item, I pray you let some witty fellow, or ■ 
else yourself, go to the towns there as (where) ' 
these two women dwell, and inquire whether 
they be married since and again or not, for 
I hold the hoorys (whores) wedded ; and if 
they be, then the appeals were abated thereby. 
I remember not their names, ye know them 
better than I. Also in the sheriff's hooka 
there may ye find of them. 

London, 
Saturday, 28th of September, 1471. 11 E. IV. 



<< ^< ' >)0 



LETTER CCCXVII.— (IIL vol. v. p. 11.) 



iTnis letter is from M. Paston to her son 
. Paston, dated November 5, 1471, com- 
f>laining of his brother. Sir J. Paston, iieg- 
ecting to forward her money which she had 
borrowed for him, and for which she was 
security. She very ingeniously shows how 
his neglect will ultimately occasion liim 

1 Jasper Tudor de IIatfi*'ld, Earl of Pembroke, 
half brother to Henry VI. He went into Brittany, to 
his nephew Henry Earl of Richmond, whom he at- 
tended at Bosworth Field, and wad by him created 
Duke of Bedford ; he died in 1495. 

^ lineannen ; — men armed with spears. 

3 6 th of October. 

* 24tli of August. 
VOL. II. 



greater loss. The sum required is one hun- 
dred marks (G61. 13«. 4 J.), and she says : — 
" I know not how to do therefore by my troth, 
for I have it no^ nor I cannot make shift 
therefore and (if) 1 should go to prison ; there- 
fore commune with your brother hereof, and 
send me word how that he will make shift 



^ The conclusion of this letter seems to refer t» 
some private amours of Sir John, and if A. H. stand 
for Anne Hawte, she appears to be a mistress of his ; 
but tiiis is not certain, yet it is probable by the next 
letter but one that she was his mistress, as he there 
sa> s " he will tem|)t God no more so." [If so, it ap- 

Eears strange that the letter should be directed tu hi j 
rothcr, even though only as an alternative.] 

F 
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therefore in haste ; I must else need sell all 
my woods, and that shall disavail him better 
than a cc. marks and I die ; and if I diould 
sell them now there will no man give so much 
for them by near an c. marks as they be 
worth, because there be so many wood sales 
in Norfolk at this time." She proceeds to re- 
count how much she has giren and paid for Sir 
John, and makes some threats as to what may 
take place on her death. The rest of the letter 
is of country news, deaths, sickness, &c., but 
4he adds, **• I send you half a rial (5«.) tot to 



buy with sugar, figs, and dates, for me ; I 
pray ye do as well as ye can, and send it me 
as hastily as ye may ; and send me word what 
price a pound of pepper, cloves, mace, gii^er, 
cinnamon, almond^ rice, galangal, sa£Eron, 
raisins of Corinth (currants), greynes (pro- 
babfy grains of Paradise), and comfits, of each 
of these send me tiie price of a pound, and if 
it be better cheap at London than it is here, 
I shall send you money to buy with such as 
I will have."] 



LETTER CCCXVni.— (XUV. vol. ii. p. 87.) 

Hamrct queen of Henry VI. was taken after the battle of Tewkesbary. and continued a prisoner till 1475, 
when she was ransomed by her father, fbr 50,000 crowns, which he borrowed of Lewis XI. king of FrfUice. 

To my most honourable and tender mother, Margaret Paston, he this Utter deUveredm 



Most worshipful and kind mother, I commend 
me to you, and beseech you of your daily 
blessing and remembrance. Please it you 
to weet that I have my pardon,^ as the 
bearer hereof can inform you, for comfort 
whereof I have been the merrier this Christ- 
mas; and have been part thereof with Sir 
George Browne,* and with my lady mine 
aunt his wife ; and before Twelfth* I came to 
my lord archbishop,* where I have had as 
^eat cheer, and been as welcome as I could 
devise; and if I had been in surety that 
Caister were had again I would have come 
homeward this day. 

(Here follow directiotxa about Caister, and a 
hope that it might be had again by the latter 
end of the term, when he would come home, 
and put his lands and houses into order.) And 
I beseech you to remember my brother to do 
his devyr (endeavour) that I may have again 
my stuff ^ my books, and vestments, and my 

* For joining the Mends of Henry VI. in order to 
his restoration. 

^ Sir George Browne, knight, of Beechworth 
Castle, in Surry. 

3 Twelfth day, 6th of January. 

* George Nevile, Archbishop of York. 

^ These were what had been taken at Caister, I 
suppose. 



bedding howsoever he do, though I should 
give 20 scutas by his advice to my Lady 
Brandon or some other good fellow. 

As for any tidings there be none here, 
save that the king hath kept a royal Christ- 
mas; and now they say thathastUy he will 
north, and some say that he will into Wales, 
and some say that he will into the west country. 
As for Queen Margaret, I understand that 
she is removed from Xyiiidsor to Walliugford, 
nigh to Ewelm, my Lady of Suffolk's place 
in Oxfordshire. 

And men say that tlie Lord Rivers shipped 
on Christmas even into (unto) Portugal 
ward ; I am not certain. 

Also there shall be a convocation of the 
clergy in all haste, which men deem will 
avail the king a dyme (tenth) and an half 
some say. 1 beseech God send you good 
health and greater joy in one year than ye 
have had these seven. Written at the Moor, 
the 8th day of January, in the 11th of 
Edward IV. 

By your son, 

John Pastov, knight. 

Tuesday, 
8th of January, 147 1-2. 11 E. IV. ^ 
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LETTER CCCXIX.— (XLV. vol- ii. p. 91.) 



We have in this letter a clue to conduct us towards a discovery of the reason for the Duke of Gloucester's 
dislike to his brother the Duke of Clarence, and if this account be true it had a reasonable foundation. The 
Duke of Gloucester was desirous of marrying Anne (now the widow of Prince Edward, so cruelly murdered 
at Tewkesbury), daughter and co-heir of the great Earl of Warwick, and sister to Isabel Duchess of Chu^nce. 
This alliance we here find was opposed by the Duke of Clarence ; not from any point of delicacy respecting 
the murder of this lady's late husband, (for according to our historians he was equally concerned in that 
horrid act with his brother,) but because he did not reUsh the thought of parting with her share of the pos- 
sessions now vested in him, by his wife Isabel, the eldest daughter and co-heir of Richard Nevile, Earl of 
Warwick ; his apparent design being to deprive the younger daughter of her moiety of her paternal inhe- 
ritance, and retain it all himself. Tnis was the part not only of a covetous but of an unjust man, and very 
probably produced that spirit of revenge whidi uterwards ended in his destruction. 

To John PaitoH, E»q,, be thit letter delivered. 



Bbother, I commend me to you, and pray 
you to look up my Temple of Glass, ^ and 
send it me by the bearer hereof. 

Item, as for tidings, I have spoken with 
Mrs. Anne Hawte at a pretty leisure, and 
blessed be God we be as far forth as we were 
tofore, and so I hope we shall continue ; and 
I promised her, that at the next leisure tiiat I 
could find thereto, that I would come again 
and see her ; which will take a leisure as (/) 
vdeem now, since this observance is over done ; 
I purpose not to tempt God no more so. 

Yesterday the king, the queen, my Lords 
of Clarence and Gloucester, went to Shene 
to pardon ; men say not all in charity ; what 
will fall men cannot say. 

The king entreateth my Lord of Clarence 



for my Lord of Gloucester ; and as it is said 
he answereth that he may well have my lady 
his sister-in-law, but they shall part no 
livelihood as he saith, so what will fall can 
I not say. 

This day I purpose to see my Lady of 
Norfolk ' again, in good hour be it. 

There is proffered me merchants for Sporle 
wood, God send me good sale when 1 begin ; 
that poor wood is sorely managed and treated. 

Yet wot 1 not whether 1 come home before 
Easter or not, I shall send you word; no 
more, &c. 

Written the first Tuesday of Lent. 

John Paston, knight, 

Tuesday, 
17th of February, 1471-2. 11. E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXX.— (XLVL vol. ii. p. 93.) 

The proportioning of the money left, amongst the creditors, to pay tlie debts, seems to be fair, but how Sir 
John's part should be justly worth three the best I do not understand. [The letter is a favourable specimen 
of the epistolary style of the age. The sul^ects are various though not important, and are all touched 

. upon with a lightness and ease that make the whole interesting. His praise of the Earl of Arran, however, 
seems somewhat extravagant, though extremely well said.] 

To my right toorship/ul brother, Sir John Paston, Knight, 

the quantity, which division is not yet made, 
but when it is made he hath promised me 
that your part shall be worth three the 
best, &c. 

Item, as for one of Bemey's horse, whoso 
hath least need to him, he shall cost him 
20 marks (13/. 6«. Sd.) not a penny less. 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you. (^Here follows an account of some money 
transactions, 8fc,) Item, Master John Smytl^ 
telleth me that Sir T. Lyney's goods are not 
able to pay a quarter of his debts that be 
asked him, wherefore such money as is beleft, 
it must be divided to every man a part after 



* A poem, written by Stephen Hawes, who ilou- I ' Elizaboth Duchess of Norfolk, was the daughter 
rished in the l&th century. i of John Talbot the first Earl of Shrewiibnry. 

F 2 
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Ye sent me word of the marriage of my 
Lady June; one marriage for another one, 
Norse and Bedford were asked ^ in the 
church on Sunday last past. 

As for my sister Anne, my mother will 
not remove from W. Yelvertou for Bedyng- 
feld, for she hath communed farther in that 
matter since ye were in this country, as it 
appeareth in her letter that she sendeth you 
by Thyrston. 

Tidings here, my Lady of Norfolk is with 
child she weneth (thinketh) herself, and so 
do all the women about her, insomuch she 
waits the quickening withhi these six weeks 
at the farthest. Aiso W. Gumey weneth 
that Heydon is sure of Saxthorpe, and that 
Lady Boleyn of Guytc»n. 

John Osbem adviseth you to take breath 
for the MM)od sale at Sporle, for he hath cast 
it that it is worth as go<xi as nine score pounds. 
Beware of Montayn, for he may not pay you 
80 much money with his ease. 

I pray you recommend me to Sir John 
Parre with all my service, and tell him by 
my troth I longed never sorer to see my 
lady than 1 do to see his masterslii^ ; and I 
pray God that he arise never a mornnig from 
my lady his wife, without it be against her 
will, till such time as he bring her to our 
Lady of Walsingham. 

Also I pray you to recommend me in my 
most humble wise unto tlie good lordship of 



the most courteous, gentlest, wisest, kindest, 
most companionable, freest, largest, and 
most bounteous knight, my lord the Earl of 
Arran,* which hath married the kiiig^s sister 
of Scotland. Hereto he is one the lightest, 
delynerst (nimbleit), best spoken, fairest ucher ; 
devoutest, most perfect, and truest to his 
lady of all ike Knights that ever I was 
acquainted with; so would God, my lady 
liked me as well as I do his person and most 
knightly conditions, with whom I pray you 
to be acquainted as (to) you seemeth best; 
he is lodged at the George in Lombard- 
street. He hath a book of my sister Amie's 
of the Siege of Thebes, when he hath done 
with it he promised to deliver it you. I 
pray you let Portland bring the book home 
with him. Portland is lodged at the George 
in Lombard-street also. 

And this I promise you, ye shall not be so 
long again without a bill from me^ as ye 
have been, though I should write how oft the 
wind changeth, for I see by your writing ye 



crtMM It 



can be wrath and ye will for little. ■ 

.4- .*- .♦- 

Written the 5th day of June. 



John Paston. 



5th of June, 1472, 12 E. IV. 

(Or perhaps it may be 5th of June, 
1470, lu E. IV. See Letter ccxcix.) 



LETTER CCCXXL— (IV. vol. v. p. 17.) 



[John Paston in tliis letter proceeds with the 
afl'airs of Sir J. Lyney's (or Lyiies), whose 
elVects he says, in this country draweth but 
♦5/. ; he recommends his brother to send an 
inventory of Sir J. Lyney's goods, &c., in 
J^ondon, " which inventory if once had, ye 
shall have as cometh to your part and more 
also ;" hut that " his debts draw 30/. 18*. 6d, 
He states also that there is some objections to 
Sir J. Paston's bill for the funeral, in which 
twenty shillings is charged for wax (lights, we 
supiwse) " which to Master John Smith's 

* Banns of marriage we here find were published 
at this time in the church. 



imagination, and to all other officers of the 
court, should not draw past twenty pence.'' 
The rest of the letter is chiefly about his 
mother intending to settle her property by 
will, and of his own disagreement with Sir 
J. Gloys. " Many quarrels are picked to get 
my brother Edmund and me out of her (his 
mother's) house ; we go not to bed unchidden 

* Thomas Boyd, Earl of Arran, in 1466, married 
Mary, daughter of James II. and sister <»f James 
III., kings of Scotland. Ho was appointetl regent, 
b>it becoming unpopular, was banished, and died in 
exile before 1474. 

3 These two words are crossed as here represented, 
and o\ or them is written, " crosse it 
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lightly ; all that we do is ill-done, and all that 
Sir James and Peacock doth is well-done. 
Sir James and I be twain : we fell out before 
my mother, with ' thou proud priest,* and 
^ thou proud squire,* my mother taking his 
part, so I have almost beshut the bolt (barred 
myself out^ as for my mother's house.** This is 
a curious picture of the discontent and uu- 



happiness arising from the improper predjmi- 
nance of a domestic (Sir James Gloys was 
priest and confessor to his mother) in a fa- 
mily. Sir James, however, died in 1473, 
when administration of his effects was granted 
to Margaret Paston. The letter is dated 
Wednesday, July 8, 1472.] 



LETTER CCCXXII.— (XLVII. vol. ii. p. 99.) 

This letter exhibits to us almost a picture of modem manners, in the terras and address used in recommending 
a member of parliament to the corporation of Maldon. The agent of the great lady writes to the bailiff of 
the borough, and to the tenants, &c., to use their influence with the electors in favour of Sir John Paston. a 
friend of the lad/s, in the good graces of the king, and in the interest of thef council and the lord cham- 
berlain. It appears too, that a seat in parliament was then an object of pursuit, and not a burden laid upon 
the representative as we are informed by some of our historians ; and although we are apt to suppose that there 
is now more interest made and more bribery used in obtaining a seat in the House of Commons than there 
was three hui^red years ago ; the desire of parliamentary interest, wo here see, was much the same. — 
Engines were set at work, the patronage of the sreat was held out, and promises were made even as at this 
day ; and though the Mends of a candidate would not now come from divers parts of the country to Nor- 
wich, (see the next letter) break their fasts, and return home again at the expense of the candidate, for a 
bill amounting to nine shillings and one penny half|>enny, yet the motive is still the same, the manners, 
customs, and expenses of the* times formmg tne only difference. [The postscript contains also a gently 
insinuated tlueat, tliat he is coming for the rents.] 

To my riglU trusty friend John Carentotiy bailiff of Maldon, 



Right trusty friend, I commend me to you, 
praying you to call to your mind, that like 
as ye and I communed of, it were necessary 
for my lady and you all, her servants and 
tenants, to have this parliament as for one of 
the burgesses of the town of Maldon, such a 
man of worship and of wit as were towards 
my said lady; and also such one as is in 
favour of the king, and of the lords of his 
council nigh about his person: certifying 
you, that my said lady for her part and such 
as be of her council, be most agreeable that 
both ye and all such as be her farmers and 
tenants and well^willers, should give your 
voice to a worshipful knight, and one of my 
lady*8 council, Sir John Paston ; which standi 
greatly in favour with my lord chamberlain; 
and what my said lord chamberlain may do 
with theking and with all the lords of England, 
I trow it be not unknown to you most of any 
one man alive. Wherefore, by the means of 
the said Sir John Paston to my said lord 
chamberlain, both my lady and ye of the 
town could not have a meeter (properer) man 
to be for you in the parliament to have your 
needs sped (interests forwarded) at all seasons. 
Wherefore I pray you labour all such as be 



my lady's servants, tenants, and well-willers, 
to give their voices to the said Sir John Pas- 
ton, and that ye fail not to speed my lady's 
intent in this matter as ye intend to do her as 
great a pleasure as if ye gave her an 100/. 
And God have you in his keeping. Written 
at Fishly, the 20th day of September. 

James Arblaster.^ 







I pray you be ready with all the accounts 
belonging to my lady, at the farthest within 
eight days next after Pardon Sunday, for 
then I shaU be with you with God's grace, 
who have you in keeping. 

Fishly, 
Sunday, 20th of September, 
1472. 12E.IV. 



* James Arblaster, Esq., a gentleman of fortune in 
the county of Norfolk. 
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LETTER CCCXXIII.--(XLVIII. vol. ii. p. 103.) 

We have here a carious description of the council of a great man, and find it composed of gentlemen of 
family and fortune. Matters respecting the property of tlieir lord come Wore them, they debate upon the 
subject and deliver tlieir opinion ; but if that opinion differed ftom that of ^e great man, we find betook 
the liberty of adopting his own. 

7b my right worthip/ul brother. Sir John Potion, Knight, 



Right worshipful Sir, I recommend me to 
you ; letting you weet that your desire, as for 
the knights of the shire, ^ was an impossible 
(thing^ to be brought about ; for my Lord of 
Norfolk* and my Lordof Suffolk' were agreed 
more than a fortnight ago to have Sir Robert 
Wyngfield and Sir Richard Harcourt, and that 
knew I not till it was Friday last past I had 
sent ere I rode to Framlingham to warn as 
many of your friends to be at Norwich, as this 
Monday, to serve your intent as I could ; but 
when I came to Framlingham, and knew the 
appointment that was taken for the two knights, 
I sent warning i^in to as many as I might, 
to tarry at home ; and yet there came to Nor- 
wich this day as many as their costs drew to 
9«. 1^. paid and reckoned by Peacock and 
R. Capron ; and yet they did but br^ theur 
fast and departed; and I thanked them in 
your name, and told them that ye would have 
no voice as this day, for ye supposed not to be 
in England when the parliament should be; 
and 80 they came not at the Shire-house, for 
if they had it was thought, by such as be your 
friends here, tliat your adversaries would have 
reported that ye had made labour to have been 
one, and that ye could not bring your pur- 
pose about. 

I sent to Yarmouth, and they have promised 
also to Doctor Aleyn and John Russe to be 
(burgesses) more than three weeks ago. 

James Arblaster hath written a letter to the 
bailiff of Maldon in Essex to have you a 
burgess there ; how Jude shall speed let him 
tell you when ye speak together. 

Sir, I have been twice at Framlingham 
since your departing ; but now the last time 
the council was tliere, I saw your letter which 
was better than well endited. R. C. was not 
at Framlingham when the council was there. 



' For the county of Norfolk. 
2 John Mowl>r.iy. 
•^ John de la, Pole. 



but I took my own advice, and delivered it to 
the council with a proposition therewith, as 
well as I could speak it; and my words were 
well taken, but your letter a thousand fold 
better ; when they had read it tfaey showed it 
to my lady ;^ after that my lady had seen it 
I spoke with my lady, offering to my lord 
and her your service, and besides that^ ye to 
do my lord a pleasure ' and her a better, so as 
ye might depart without any sum specified ; 
she would not tell in that matter, but remitted 
me again to the council, for she said and she 
spoke in it till my lord and the council were 
agreed, diey would lay the weight of all the 
matter on her, which should l^ reported to 
her shame; but this she promised, to be help- 
ing so it were first moved by the ceun<m ; 
then I went to the council and offered befivre 
them your service to my lord, and to do him a 
pleasure, for the having again of your place 
and lands in Caister 40/., not speaking of your 
stuff nor thing else; so they answered me 
your offer was more than reasonable, and if 
the matter were theirs, they said, they wist 
(knew) what conscience would drive them to, 
they said they would move my lord with it, 
and so they did ; but then the tempest arose, 
and he gave them such an answer that none of 
them all would tell it me ; but when I asked 
an answer of them they said ; " And (if) 
some lords or greater men moved my lord 
with it, the matter were yours ;" (keep coun- 
sel.) And with this answer I departed, but 
Sir W. Brandon, Southwell, Tymperley, 
Harry Went worth, W. Gumey, and all other 
of council understand that ye have wrong; 
insomuch that tliey moved me that ye should 
take a recompense of other land to the value, 
but they would not avow the offer; for I 
answered them, if they bad right they would 
have offered no recompense; discover not this, 
but in my reason and (if) my lord chamber- 

* Elizabeth Duchess of Norfolk. 
^ Make him a present. 
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lain ^ would send my lady a letter with some 
privy token between them, and also to move 
my Lord of Norfolk when he cometh to the 
parliament^ certainly Caister is yours. 

If ye miss to be burgess of Maldon, and 
my lord chamberlain will, ye may be in 
another place; there be a dozen towns in 
£ngland that choose no burgess which ought 
to do it, ye may be set in for one of those towns 
and (if) ye be friended. Also in no wise 
forget not in all haste to get some goodly ring 
(at the) price of 20*., or some pretty flower of 
me same price, and not under, to give to Jane 
Rodon; for she hath been the most special 
labourer in your matter, and hath promised 
her good will forth (in future) ; and she doth 
all with her mistress. And (if) my lord 
chamberlain will he may cause my Lord of 
Norfolk to come up sooner to the parliament 
than he should do, and then he may appoint 
with him for you ere the farm^ com be 
gathered. I proffered but 40/., and if my 
lord chamberlain profier my lady the rema- 
nent I can think it shall be taken ; my lady 
must have somewhat to buy her a coverchief * 
besides my lord. 

A supper that I paid for, where all tlie 
council was at Framlmgham, 2t. Sd. and my 
costs at Framlingham twice lying there by 
eight days, with 9«. IJr/. for costs of the 
country at Norwich draweth about 20«. I 
trow more. By our Lady if it be less stand 
to your harms, and sic remanet 5/. 13f. 4d, 

I ask no more good of you for all the ser- 
vice that I shall do you while the world stand- 
eth, but a goss hawk,^ if any of my lord 



1 William Lord Hastiugs. 

^ Com paid in part of rent. 

' A head-dress, or handkerchief. 

* Ftom the anxiety here expreiaed for an hawk, 
we may judse of the attention which was paid to the 
diversion ,0? hawking. Latham, in his book of 
Falconry, says, that a goshawk is the first and most 
esteemed kind of hawk; that a sore hawk isfimm 
Ihe first taking of her Arom the eiry till she hath 
mewed her feathers. The tassel, or tiercel, is the 



chamberlain^s men or yours go to Calais, or if 
any be to get in London; that is a mewed 
hawk, for she may make you sport when ye 
come into England a dozen years hence; and 
to call upon you hourly, nightly, daily, din- 
ner, supper, for this hawk, I pray no more but 
my brother (Edmund), J. Pampyng, Thyrs- 
ton, J. Myryel, W. Pitt, T. Platting, Jude, 
Little Jack, Master Botoner and W. Wood to 
boot^ to which persons I pray you to commend 
me, and if all these list (be cUspoaed) to speak 
to you of this matter when Sir Greorge Browne, 
W. Knyvet, R. Hyde, or any folk of worship 
and of my acquaintance be in your company, 
so that they may help forth, Tfor all is little 
enough, and ye be not very well willing) I shall 
so purvey for them, and ever ye come to Nor- 
wich, and they wiUi you, that they shall have 
as dainty victuals and as great plenty thereof 
for Id, as they shall have of the treasurer of 
Calais for I6d.,^ and ye peradventure a pye of 
Wymondham to boot; now thinki)n me good 
lord, for if I have not an hawk I shall wax 
fat for default of labour, and dead for default 
of company by my troth. No more, but I 
pray God send you all your desires, and me 
my mewed goss hawk in haste, or rather than 
fail a soar hawk diere is a grocer dwelling 
right over against the Well with two Buckets^ 
a little from Saint Helen's, hath ever hawks U> 
sell. 

Written at Norwich the 21st day of Sep- 
tember, in the 12th year of Edward IV. 

John Paston. 

Rather than fail, a tarssel proved will 
occupy the time till I come to Csdais. 

Norwich, 
Monday, 21st of September, 
1472. 12 E. IV. 

male of the goshawk, so called because it is a tierce 
or third less than the female : it appears here that & 
"grosser," or dealer in foreign fruito. &c., aoldhawks. 
* The attendance on the wars in France, and in 
onr gairisons there, mast have been very expensive 
bv this account of the difference in the price of pro- 
visions at Calais and at Norwich. 
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LETTER CCCXXIV.— (\\.vol v. p. 25.) 



f Tiiis letter is from J. Paston to his brother 
Sir John, and is little more than a repetition 
of his last two letters, complaints of Sir James 
Gloys, the want of money, some legal matters, 
and his great desire for a hawk. On this last 
topic he writes widi an earnestness that may 
well raise a smile. '^ As for a goshawk, or a 
tercel, I weened to have had one of yours in 
keeping ere this time, but * far from eye, far 



from heart;' by my troth I die for default of 
labour ; and it may be by any mean possible 
for God's sake let one be sent me in all haste, 
for if it be not had by Hallowmas the season 
shall pass anon ; memento mei, and in faith 
ye shul not lose on it, nor yet much win on 
it, by God, who preserve you." Dated Nor- 
wich, Sept. 29, 1472.] 



LETTER CCCXXV.— (XUX. vol. ii. p. 113.) 

Tills letter is given as containing a specimen of the tree and easy conversation of the time, and shows the 
very intimate acquaintance tluit subsisted between Sir J. Paston and the Duchess of Norfolk. Sir Williun 
jWndon, knight, was ttandard-bearer to the Earl of Richmond, and was slain in Bosworth Field by 
Richard III. He was father to Charles Brandon. Duke of Suffolk [who married Mary, sister of Henry VIII., 
and Dowager Queen of France. The conversation seems to have been indeed very " firee and efcsy on the 
part of Sir John. He seems to have spoken of her as he would of a horse ; but it also seems that such 
language was not well received. His concluding sneer at hb brotlier's passion for the hawk is well expressed.] 

To Jckn Potion J Eaq.yhe this delivered, 

lady was worthy to bear a lord^s son,^ for she 
coudd cherish it and deal warily with it. 

In truth either the same, or words much 
like, I had to her, which words I meant as I 
said ; they say too that I said she took her 
ease. Also (Jhat^ I should have said liiat 
my lady was of stature good, and had sides 
long and large, so that I was in good hope she 
should bear a fair child : he was not laced, 
nor braced in, to his pain, but that she left 
him room to play him in ; they say that I 
said my lady was large and great, and that it 
should have room enough ;' and thus whether 
my lady mock me, or they, I wot not ; I 
meant well by my troth to lier and to that 
she is with, as any he that oweth her best will 
in England ; if ye can by any mean weet 
whether my lady take it to displeasure or not, 
or whether she think I mocked her, or if she 
weet it but lewdness of myself, I pray you 
send me word, for I wot not whether 1 may 
trust this Lady Brandon or not. 

As for tidings now, here be but few, save 
that, as I understand, ambassadors of Brittany 
shall come to London to-morrow ; and men 
say that the Lord * Rivers and Scales shall 
hastily come home, and men say that there 



Worshipful and well-beloved brother, I 
recommend me to you ; letting you weet that 
I sent you a letter and ring with a diamond ; 
in which letter ye might well conceive what 
I would ye should do with the same ring, 
with many other tidings and things which I 
prayed you to have done for me ; which letter 
Botoner ^ had the bearing of; it is so now 
that I understand that he is either dead or 
else hard escaped ; whereof I am right heavy ; 
and am not certain whether the said letter 
and ring came to your hands or not. 

I would not that letter were seen with some 
folks, wherefore I pray you take good heed 
how that letter cometh to your hands whole 
or broken, and in esj>ecial I pray you get it 
if ye have it not. 

Also I pray you feel my Lady of Norfolk's 
disposition to me wards, and whether she 
took any displeasure at my language, or 
mocked or disdained my words which I had 
io her at Yarmouth, between the place where 
I first met with her and her lodging ; for my 
Lady Brandon and Sir William also asked 
me what words I had had to her at that time ; 
they said that my lady said I gave her 
thereof,* and tliat I should have said that my 

1 William Botoner, otherwise Worcester. 
' I paid her off, or treated her with unceremonious 
language. 

3 [Tlie words of the ociginal in both passages are 
^gQmewhat coarser.] 



♦ Anthony Woodville, Earl Rivers, &c. went to 
endeavour to obtain possession of the Earls of 
Pembroke and Richmond, who were detained as 
prisoners by the Duke of Brittany. 
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is many of the soldiers that went to him into 
Brittany been dead of the flux and other 
epidemy, that the remanent should come 
home with the Lord Scales ; and some say that 
these ambassadors come for more men ; and 
this day runneth a tale that the Duke of * 
Brittany should be dead, I believe it not. 

I sent you word of a hawk ; I heard not 
from you since; I do and sliall do that is 
possible in such a need. 

Also I cannot understand that my Lord of 
Norfolk shall come here this time, wherefore 
I am in a great agony how is best for me to 
sue to him for rehaving of my place ; that 



good lord weeteth full little how much harm 
he doth me, and how little good or worship it 
doth him. 1 pray you send me your advice. 
No more to you at this time, but God have 
you in his keeping. 

Written at London, the 4th day of 
November, in the 1 2th year of Edward IV. 

I fear me that idleness leadeth your rein ; 

I pray you rather remember Sir Hugh Laver- 

noy's tUl your hawk come. 

John Paston, knight, 
London. TVednesday. 
4th of November, 1472, 
12E.VI. 



LETTER CCCXXVL— (L. vol. ii. p. 119.) 

I should have thought this child was Anne, if it had not been for the memorandum of '* A**, x'.*' (10 E. IV.) 
on the back of a letter (ccxcix.) from John Paston to Sir John Paston, knight, to which I refer the reader. 
Tlie child liere exi)ected therefore, whether boy or girl, died soon after its birth; and whether Sir John's 
good wishes, as to the sex of the cliild, were successful or not, must remain undetermined. 

To John Paston Esq,, be this given. 



Brother, I commend me to you, letting you 
weet, &c. {The first part of this Utter treats 
of some money transactions of no consequence, 
4-c.) 

As for the deliverance of the ring to Mis- 
tress Jane Rotton, I doubt not but it shall 
be done in the best wise, so that ye shall get 
me a thank more than the ring and I are 
worth or deserve. 

And whereas ye go to my Lady of Norfolk, 
and will be there at the taking of her chamber, 
I pray God speed you, and our I^dy her, to 
lifer pleasure with as easy labour to overcome 
that she is about, as ever had any lady or 



gentlewoman save our Lady herself; and so 
I hope she shall to her great joy and all ours ; 
and I pray God it may be like her in wor- 
ship, wit, gentleness, and everything except 
the sex. 

No more to you at this time, but I will 
sleep an hour the longer to-morrow because 
I wrote so long and late to-night. 

Written between the 8th and the 9th day 
of November, in the 1 2th year of Edward 
IV. 

John Paston, knight. 

Between the 8th and 9th of Noveml>cr, 
1472. 12 £. IV. 



LETTER CCCXX\ 

[The beginning of this letter chiefly relates to 
the steps taken by Sir J. Paston for the recovery 
of Caister, and he writes to his mother, brother, 
or Roos to assist him in his efforts. He has 
got, he writes, the king's letter of recom- 
mendation, to an agreement, we suppose, for 

> Francis II.. the last Duke of Brittany, was bom 
iu 1435. and died in 1488. 



II._(VI. vol. V. p. 29.) 

he adds '' the king hath specially done for 
me in this case, and hath put me, and 
so have the lords, in right great comfort 
that if this fail that I shall have unde- 
layed justice.'^ He trusts the duchess will 
be his very good lady, but as she is confined, 
fears his messenger will not be admitted to 
her, nor his brother, to move her in his be- 
half. In that case, he says, *' my mother, if 
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•he were at Norwich the might speak with 
her, for tiiat she is a woman and of worship/* 
In order further " to move '* the duchess, ,he 
says, <' where [tt^eretu] that heretofore I 
would have departed witti an hundred marks 
(66/. 13«. id,^ to have had her good help, and 
to berestoreato my place^ which, not ac- 
cepted, I told my said lady that I feared my 
power should not be hereafter to give so large 
a pleasure ; for at that time I was in hope 
that the Bishop of Winchester should have 
paid it, though it had drawn an hundred 
pound : yet forasmuch as men may not lure 
none hawks with empty hands, I would yet 
agree to give my lady 20/. for a horse and a 
saddle, so that I be restored to my place." 
One odier passage is remarkable for the inde- 
pendent and somewhat chivalrous spirit shown 
in it. He tells his brother, *' ye may largely 
say on my behalf for such service as I should 



to my lord and lady hereafter, which by my 
troth, I think to do ; neverthdess to aay that 
I will be his sworn man, I wasnever yet lord's 
sworn man, yet have I done good aenrici^ and 
not left any at his most need for toax ; bat as, 
God help me^ I think my lady shall have my 
service above any lady eardily, which she 
should well have known had I been in inch 
case as I had not been always the wone wel- 
come for that one of my errands always was 
understood that it was for Caister, which was 
not acceptable, and I the worse wdcome.** 
He also informs his brother that *^ I am oon* 
eluded with my lord for you that ye AaJH be 
at Calais if ye list, and have three men in 
wages under you ;" so that Sir John had by 
this time become an influential courtier under 
the subverter of his former sovereign. This 
letter is dated Sunday, Nov. 22, 1472.] 



LETTER CCCXXVIII.~<Vn. vol. v. p. 37.) 



[This letter is only curious as containing a 
further account of John Paston^s hawk. 
Though he writes to his brother Sir John about 
it with some humour, yet his vehemence about 
it, and about the other bird, the pie or mag- 
pie, approaches very near to anger. He begins 
his letter '* Right worshipful Sir, I recom- 
mend me to you, thanking you most heartily 
of your diligence and cost which ye had in 
getting of the hawk which ye sent me, for 
well I wot that your labour and trouble in 
that matter was as much as though she had 
been the best of the world, but so God help 
me as far forth as the most cunning estragers^ 
can imagine, she shall never serve but to lay 
eggs, for she is both a muer de haye, and also 
she hath been so bruised with carnage of 
fowl that she is good as lame in both her legs, 
as any man may see at eye ; wherefore all 
such folk as have seen her advise me to cast 
her into some wood, whereas I will have her 
to eyer [build or rather breed] ; but I will do 

' [Estragers are falconers. Shakspere introdnces 
A g«ntle Astrinoer * as one of the diaracters in All's 
Well that ends WeU.] 



therein as ye will, whether ye will I send her 
you again, or cast her into Thorp Wood, and a 
tercel with her, for I weet where one is ; but 
now I dare no more put you to the cost of a 
hawk ; but for Gods sake, and tliere be any ter- 
cel or good cheap goshawk thatmight be gotten, 
that the bearer hereof may have her to bring 
me, and I ensure you by my troth, ye shall 
have Dolly's and Brown's bond to pay you at 
Candlemas the price of the hawk. Now and 
ye have as many ladies as ye were wont to 
have, I require you, for her sake that ye best 
love of them all, once trouble yourself for me 
in this matter, and be out of my clamour." 
He then presses him to urge on his business 
matters, tells him of having given a ring sent 
by Sir John to one of the Duchess of Norfolk's 
chamber women, who " promised to be more 
at your commandment than at any knight s 
in England, my lord's reserved;" and con- 
cludes with the following curious postscript : 
'^I saw the pie, and heard it speak, and by 
God it is not worth a crow ; it is far worse 
than ye weened ; by God it were shame to 
keep itr in a cage. Dated Framlingham, 
Tuesday, Nov. 24, 1472.] 
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LETTER CCCXXIX.— (VIII. vol. v. p. 41.) 



[Fbom John Paston to' Sir J. Pasion is yery 
unimportant. He thanks his brother for a 
hat which he understands is coining ''by 
John, the Abbot of St. Bennet'sman;" and 
he says '' my mother prays you to get a new 
licence of my Lord of Norwich that she may 



have the sacrament in her chapel : I got a 
licence of him for a year, and it is nigh worn 
out ; ye may get it for the bishop's life, an ye 
will." The remainder of the letter contains 
nothing but advice as to the furthering of 
the suit for Caister. Dated Nov. 1472.] 



NUMBER CCCXXX.--(IX. vol. v. p. 45.) 



[Is a petition from John Paston the yoimger 
on behalf of his brother Sir John, to the Duke 
of Norfolk for the restoration of Caister, '' at 
the reverence of God and by way of charity ;" 
although it asserts somewhat gently that the 
Duke's servants had taken possession of the 
same wrongfully, " and have taken the issues 



and profits in the name of your said highness 
by the space of three years and more, to the 
great hurt of my said brother and me your 
said servant and orator." This last pas- 
sage fixes the date about the end of 1472, 
as the Duke had had possession from Sep- 
tember, 1469.] 



LETTER CCCXXXI.— (LI. vol. ii. p. 121 .) 

These extracts aie given from the original letter chiefly to show the easy and familiar style used by Sir John 
Paston, in his numoroos address to his brother, when telling him of Rabekin's inquiries after nim. 

To John Pcuton, E»q,y or to Mrt, Margaret Paston, hit mother, be this letter delivered. 



Well -BELOVED brother, (Here follows an ac- 
count of letters sent to him from Calais — of 
farm barley in Flegg hundred, and of old stuff 
at Norwich, ^TC.) 

As for tidings here there be but few, save 
that the Duke of Burgundy and my lady ^ his 
wife fareth well ; I was with them on Thurs- 
day last past at Ghent. Peter Metteney 
fareth well and Mrs. Gretkin both, and 
Rabekyn recommend her to you, she hath 
been very sick, but it hath done her good, 
for she is fairer and slenderer than she was; 
and she could make me no cheer but alway 
my sauce was, ''How fareth Master John 
your brother V wherewith I was wrath, and 
spake a jealous word or two, disdaining that 
she should care so much for you when I was 
present. 

* Charles the Bold, and Margaret, sister to Edward 
IV. 



Send me word to Hoxon's in writing, what 
good the bishop did for me at Framlingham, 
and how my lord, my lady, and all the court 
are disposed to me wards. 

I hear also say that my lady and yours. 
Dame Margaret Vere ' is dead, God have her 
soul ! if I were not sorry for her I trow ye 
have been. 

No more to you at this time, but Almighty 
God have you in keeping. 

Written at Calais, me 3rd day of February, 
in the 12th year of tiie reign of Edward IV. 

John Paston, knight, 
Calais, 

Wednesday, 3rd of February, 
1473. 12 E. IV. 



> Daughter and heir of Sir William Stafford, and 
wife to Sir George Vere ; their son, John Vere, was 
afterwards Earl of Oxford. 
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LETTER CCCXXXIL— (X. vol. v. p. 47.) 



f John Paston requests his brother to use his 
influence to procure the discharge of his 
cousin John Blennerhasset from the appoint- 
ment of collector of the " task'' or subsidy, on 
the ground that he has not a foot of land 
'wifhin the shire. Taxes and tax collecting 
seem to have been as irksome then as now, 
and the collecting ])robably was not sweetened 
by a salary, or a gentleman would not have 
been appointed against his will. He wishes 
to know, if possible, who had caused the 



appointment, says the Heydons are sus- 
pected, and "if tiiey were the causers it lieth 
in my cousin Harsset's [Bleftnerfuuseft] 
power to quyt [requite] them." He then just 
mentions the committal of a fortune-teller or 
prophet to Norwich jail ; and concludes thus :~- 
" No more, but I pray God send you the Holy 
Ghost amongst you in the Parliament House, 
and rather the devil, we say, than ye should 
grant any more tasks." The letter is dated 
Friday, March 26, 1473.] 



LETTER CCCXXXIII.— (LII. vol. ii. p. 123.) 

he business referred to in the beginning of this letter is not mentioned ; what is said of Blennprhasset seems 
to be meant as a pun upon the name, as written Blunder hare set ; or perhaps it may only refer to its being 
a soundingname. [The business is clearly tlie release of Blennerliasset from the appointment of collector. 
We think Fenn*s explanation of starting the hare very unsatisfactory, as also of ** beware that 1^. purse;'* 
but we have no better to offer ; unless the latter may be Persey or Percy, whose name has already oocoired. 
The original has " ware that j<) perse."] 



To his dear and weU-beloved 

Well-beloved brother I recommend me to 
you ; letting you weet that, at ,the request of 
Mrs. Jane Hassett \Blennerhasset] and you, 
I have laboured botn the knights of the shire 
of Norfolk and the knights of tlie shire 
of Suffolk ; I understand there had been 
made labour that such a thing should have 
been as ye wrote to me of, but now it is 
safe. 

Ralph Blaunderhassct were a name to start 
an hare, I warrant there shall come no such 
name in our books nor in our house ; it might 
per case start twenty hares at once. Beware 
that penny purse. ^ I read there in the bill 
of Norfolk of one John Tendall, Esquire, but 
I suppose it be not meant by our Tendall ; 
and if it be, he shall not rest there if I may 
help it. 

As for tidings, the worst that I heard was, 
that my motlier will not do so much for me 
as she put me in comfort of. 

Other tidings, I heard say for certain that 
tlie Lady Fitzwalter is dead, and that Master 
Fitzwalter shall have 400 maiks (266/. 13*. 
Ad.) a year more than he had : I am not sorry 
therefore. 

' It seems to mean — Hewareof that covetous man, 
or of tliat poor man, which I know not. 



brother, John Paston, Elsq, 

As for the world I wot not what it meaneth» 
men say here, as well as Hogan,' that we shall 
have ado in haste ; I know no likelihood, but 
that such a rumour there is. Men say the 
queen with the prince shall come out of 
Wales, and keep this Easter with the king 
at Leicester ; and some say neither of them 
shall come there. 

Item, of beyond the sea, it is said that the 
French king's host hath killed the Earl of 
Armagnac and all his merry men ; some say 
under appointment, and some say they were 
besieged and gotten by plain assault. 

Farthermoie, men say that the French king 
is with his host upon the water of Somme, a 
sixty miles from Calais; I leave them where 
I found them. 

I made your answer to the friends of Mrs. 
Jane Godnoston according to your instruc- 
tions ; as for me, I am not certain whether I 
shall to Calais, to Leicester, or come home 
into Norfolk, but I shall hastily send you 
word, &c. 

Written the 2nd day of Aj^ril, the 1 3th of 
Edward IV. 

Friday, 2nd of April, 1473. 
13 E. IV. 

* Hogau Lj theconjuror.mentioned in the previous 
letter. 
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LETTER CCCXXXIV.— (XI. vol. v. p. 51.) 



[Contains nothing of consequence. Sir J. 
Paston tells his brother that ** every man 
saith we shall have ado ere May pass : Hogan 
the prophet is in the Tower, he would fain 
speak with the king, but the king saith he 
shall not avaunt (boatt) that ever he spake 
with him." This proves that the public 
affairs were somewhat troubled, and that 
tumults were feared, though they did not 
take place. The severe rule of Edward IV. 
and the known dissensions in the family gave 
probable cause for apprehension. The re- 
mainder of the letter is on his private affairs, 
and he appears to be much displeased with 
his mother because she would not lend him 
money, and expresses himself in terms of 



harshness in extreme contrast with the usual 
humility of children to their parents at that 
period. He says, " My mother doth me 
more harm than [Me] good I weened she 
would have done for me. Playters wrote to 
me that she would have laid out for me 100^., 
and received it again in five years off the 
manor of Sporle, whereto I trusted; if she 
had performed I had not been in no jeopardy 
of the manor of Sporle, nevertheless I shall do 
what I can yet : I pray you call upon her for 
the same, remember her of that promise." 
Also, " remember her of my father's tomb at 
Bromholm, she doth right nought ; I am afraid 
of her that she shall not do well.'* Dated 
London, Monday, April 12, 1473.] 



LETTER CCCXXXV.^(LIII. vol. ii. p. 127.) 

The first part of tliis curious letter informs us of the unsettled state of the nation ; and that the Duke of Cla- 
rence, pretending only to be getting his party together to oppose the Duke of Glouce^ster, was supposed to 
be meditating some treason against the state. These royal brothers had been for some time at variance, and 
most probably their disputes were heightened at this time, by the late marriage of the latter with Anne, tlie 
widow of Prince Edward. Henry VI. 's son. daughter and co-heir of the Earl of Warwick, and sister to the 
Duchess of Clarence, whose possessions the Duke was unwilling to divide with her sister, now his brother** 
wile. 

To John Paston, Esq., at Norwich, be this delivered. 



Worshipful and well-beloved brother, I 
commend me to you ; letting you weet that 
the world seemeth queasy {unsettled) here; 
for the most part that be about the king have 
sent hither for their harness, and it {is) said 
for certain that the Duke of Clarence maketh 
him big in that he can, showing as he would 
but (onlff) deal with the Duke of Gloucester ; 
but the king intendeth, in eschewing all in- 
convenience, to be as big as tliey both, and 
to be a stiffler atween them ; and some men 
think that under this there should be some 
other thing intended, and some treason con- 
spired ; so what shall fall can I not say. 

Item, it is said that yesterday two passagers 
(passage boats) of Dover were taken ; I fear 
that if Juddy had no hasty passage, so that 
if he passed not on Sunday or Monday, that 
he is taken, and some gear of mine that I 
would not for 20/. 

I hope and purpose to go to Calais ward on 



Sunday or Monday or nigh by, for I came 
not accompanied to do any service here; 
wherefore it were better for me to be out of 
sight. 

{Here follow some money transactions rekn" 
live to a Doctor Pykenham, his mother, and 
others.) 

Item, Spring, that waited on my father * 
when he was in Gaol House, whom my father 
at his dying beset (bequeathed) 40«. he cryeth 
ever on me for it, and in way of alms, and 
he would be eased though it were but xxx. 
or x«., wh^efore he hath written to my 
mother, and must have an answer again ; I 
would that my mother send him as though 
she lend him somewhat, and he will be 
pleased, and (or) else he can say as shrewdly 
as any man in England. 



1 John Paston, Esq. was imprisoned by Edward 
IV. n 1466. 
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Item, the king hath sent for his great seal ; 
some say we shall have anew chancellor,* but 
some think that the king do<h as he did at 
the last fields, he will have the seal with him, 
but this day Doctor Morton, Master of the 
Rolls,' rideth to the king and beareth the 
sease {iealt) with him. 

Item, I had never more need of money 
than now, wherefore Fastolfs five marks 



(3/. 6s. Sd.)y and the money of Master John 
Smythe, would make me whole, &c. 

Written on St. Leonard's day, in the IStiii 
year of the reign of Edward IV. 

Item, send me my vestment, accordix^ to 
tiie letter I sent you by Symond Dam, in all 
haste. 

John Paston, knight. 
Thursday, 15th of April. 
1473. X8E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXXX VI.— (LIV. vol. ii. p. 131 .) 

The historic fiicts mentioned in this letter contradict [the dates of them as given by our historians, and place 
in the year 1473 those which they have given as happening in the yearpreceding. 

To John Paston, Etq,, in Norfolk, 

WoBSHiPFUL and right heartily-beloved 
brother, I recommend me 'unto you ; letting 
you weet that on Wednesday last past I 
wrote you a letter, whereof John Carbalde 
had the bearing, promitting (prommng) me 
that ye should have it at Norwich this day, or 
else to-morrow in the morning; wherein I 
pray you to take a labour according after the 
tenure of the same, and that I may have an 
answer at London to Hoxou, if any messenger 
come, as e^en I may do for you. 

As for tidings, there was a truce taken at 
Bnissels about the 26th day of March last 
past between tlie Duke of Burgundy and the 
French king's ambassadors, and Mr. William 
atClyfffor the king here; which is a peace 
by land and water till the first day of April* 
now next coming between France and Eng- 
land, and also the duke's land ; God hold it 
for ever and (if) grace be ! 

Item, the Earl of Oxford* was on Saturday 
at Dieppe, and is purposed into Scotland with 
a twelve ^lips; I mistrust that work. 



» Robert Stillington, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
was the then chancellor. 

^ Dr. Morton was a man of great learning and 
strict loyalty : he was elected Bishop of Ely in 
1478 ; and in the same year appointed Lord Chan- 
cellor; — in 1484 he was advanced to the archiepis- 
copal see of Canterbury, and died in 1500. [Mor- 
ton's " strict loyalty" is more than doubtful. He had 
been a Lancastrian, he was now a Yorkist ; lie con- 
spired aeainst Richard IIL in favour of Henry VIL, 
for which he was deprived of his bishopric, and was 
only restored on the accession of Henry, to whom 
he becaiTie chief adviser and couQdant.] 



Item, there be in London many flying tales, 
saying that there should be a work and yet 
they wot not how. 

Item, my Lord Chamberlain' sendetii now 
at this time to Calais tiie young Lord Zouch*. 
and Sir Thomas Hungerford's daughter and 
heir,7 and some say the young Lady Harring- 
ton, these be three great jeweU ; Calais ia a 
merry town, they shall dwell there I wot not 
whylghe (how long). 

No more, but I have been and am troubled 
with mine over large and courteous dealing 
with my servants, and now with their un- 
kindness ; Platting, your man, would this day 
bid me farewell, to to-morrow at Dover, not- 
withstanding Thryston, your other man, is 
from me, and John Myryel, and W. Woode 
which promised you and Daubeney, (Jod 
have his soul, at Caister, that if ye would 
take him in to be again with me that then he 
would never go from me ; and thereupon I 
have kept him this three years to play Saint 



3 From 26th of March. 1413, to Ist of April, 1474. 

* Our historians assert that the Earl of Oxford was 
taken in St. Michael's Mount, in 'Cornwall, in 1472, 
and thence conveyed to the castle of Hammes near 
Calais, where he was imprisoned during twelve 
years; this could not be as he was now at Dieppe, 
concerting an expedition into Scotland. 

« William Lord Hastings. 

• John Lord Zouch of Harringworth ; he was at- 
tainted in the first year of Henry VII. 

' Mary, daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Hun- 

Serford ; she afterwards married Edward, son and 
eir to William Lord Hastings, who in her right be- 
came Lord Hungerford, her uncle's attainder being 
reversed. 
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George, and Robin Hood, and the sheriff of 
Nottingham,^ and now when I would have 
good horse, he is gone into Bemysdale, and I 
without a keeper. 

Written at Canterbury, to Calais ward on 
Tuesday, and (if) hap be upon Good Friday, 
the I6ih day of April, in the 13th year of 
Edward IV.« Your 

John Pa.8Ton, knight. 

Item, the most part of the soldiers that 
went over with Sir Robert Green have leave, 



and be coming home ; the highway full, my 
carriage was behind me two hours longer than 
I looked after, but I wis I wend that I might 
have eaten my part on Good Friday, all my 
garees (finery) and pride had been gone, but 
all was safe." 

I pray you if W. M ylsent go from you that 
he might come to me to Calais, I will have 
him. 

Canterbury. Good Friday, 16Ui of April, 
1473. 13 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXXX VII.— (LV. vol. ii. p. 137.) 

This letter shows us the unsettled state of the natK>n, and the apprehensions of the king concerning tlie comin;; 
of the Earl of Oxford. — The man's confession seems to be founded on good au&ority, as the earl arrived in 
England soon after. 

To J(Ah Paston, Esq., in Norwich, 



Right worshipful brother, I recommend me 
to you, &c. {Then follow some ordert concern- 
ing tervants, dthtt, securities, S^c.) 

As for tidmgs, the Earl of Wiltshire* and 
the Lord Sudley' be dead, and it was said, 
that Sir W. Stanley was dead, but now it is 
said nay, &c. 

Item, as for your going to Saint James's, I 
believe* it but atween two, &c. 

I heard say that a man was this day ex- 
amined, and he confessed that he knew great 
treasure was sent to the Earl of Oxford, 
whereof a 1000/. should be conveyed by a 
moiJc of Westminster, and some say by a 
monk of Charterhouse. 



1 Meaning, I presume, either that he had kindly 
kept him when ne did not wanthim ; and now that 
he did want him that he had left him ; or tliat he had 
kept him to be an actor in such interludes. (There 
appears to us to be no difficulty in the meaning. On 
his " promise never to go Anom me,*' he says he 
had kept W. Woode there three years to play St. 
Geoi^e, See., t.«. merely employed him in amusements, 
and now when he wanted good horsemen, he had left 
him. 3 

2 This is the first letter so fully dated, by which 
the exact time of King Edward's reign can be precisely 
ascertained. By the tables to find Easter, it appears 
that in 1478, the prime being 11, and the Dominieal 
letter C, Easter Sunday was on the 18th of April. 



Item, that the same man should accuse an 
hundred gentlemen in Norfolk and Suffolk 
that have agreed to assist the said earl at his 
coming thither, which, as it is said, should be 
within eight days after St. Dunstan,^ if wind 
and weather serve him ; flying tales. 

No more at this time, but God have you in 

keeping. Written at London on St. Dun- 

Stan's day, the 18th day of May, in the 13th 

year of Edward IV. 

John Paston, knight, 
Iiondon, 
St. Dunstau's day, 
Tuesday, 18th of May, 1473. 
1SE.IV. 

Edward the IVth's reign began the 4th of March. 
The 16th of April, 1473, was therefore the 13th of 
Edward IV., and consequently he began his reign on 
the 4th of March, 1460w— N.B. The date of the new 
year commenced on the 25th of March. 

3 The sense of this latter part is not clear ; perhaps 
he meant to say that he was so sore that hb finery 
was lost, that he might have ventured to promise to 
eat his part of it on Good Friday without breaking 
his fast. 

* John Stafford was created Earl of 'Wiltshire iu 
1470. He was brother to Henry Duke of Buck- 
ingham. 

» Butler Lord Sudley. 

6 This seems to signify, I do not believe it, 

^ In the next letter he is said to have landed in 
Essex on the S8th of May. 
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LETTER CCCXXXVIII.— (LVI. vol. ii. p. 139.) 

The tormn twrt of thli letter is of little conaeqaeiice. except to show us the attendants neeetsary for a penos 
of S&r John Patton't rank ; the la^r hinta to ui the unsettled state of the government ; and that tlie king 
and the Duke of Clarence were not on amicable terms. 

To John Poiionj Etq,, be thit delivered. 



Right wonhipful brother, I recommend me 
to you ; letting you weet that this day I was 
in very purpose to Calais ward all ready to 
have gone to the barge ; save I tarried for a 
young man that I thought to have had with me 
thither, one that was with Rows which is in the 
country; and because I could not get him, 
and that I have no more here with me but 
Pampyng, Edward, and Jack, therefore Pam- 
pyng remembered me that at Calais he told 
me that he purposed to be with the Duchess 
of Norfolk, my lady and yours ; and Edward 
is sick and seemeth not abiding, he would see 
what shall fall of this world, and so I am as he 
that saith ; " come hither, John, my man ;*' 
and as hap was yesterday Juddy went afore to 
Calais ward, wherefore I am now ill pur- 
vey wl ; which for aught that I know yet is like 
toket'pmo here this Whitsuntide,' wherefore if 
v<»ku()w any likely men, and fair conditioned, 
knd ^^HHl arfhers, send them to me though it 
\\o four. Mxd 1 will have them, and they shall 
hrtxo Tour marks {V. 13*. id.) by tlie year 
diid u»y 1 ivory. 

\W JUJiy ronic to me hither to tlic Goat, or 
\t\ {the) [o Calais with a rial,* it* lie be wise, 
\^luch if iK'tnl he 1 would that Barker took 
^^yiiiv) him to come up with, if it be such one 
i\i ye trust. 

Item, I suppose both Pytte and Kothye 
riattyiig shall go from me in haste : I will 
never cherish knaves so as I have done for 
their sakes. 

Item, I pray you send me a new vestment of 
white damask for a deacon, which is amongst 
mine other gear at Norwich, for he shall 
thereto as ye wot of; I will make an arming 
doublet of it, though I should another 
time give a long gown of velvet for another 
vestment; and send it in all haste to Hoxon 
to send me. 



» Wljitswnday, 6th of June. 1473. 
3 A rial a gold coin of lot. value. 



I honed to have been very merry at Calais 
this Whitsuntide, and am well apparelled and 
appointed save that these folks fail me so, and 
I nave matter there to make of right excel- 
lent. Some man would have hasted him to 
Calais, though he had had no better errand, 
and some men think it wisdom and profit to 
be there now well out of the way. 

Item, as for the bishop" and I, we be nearer 
to a point than we were, so that my part is 
now all the lands in Fl^^ wholly, ^e 
manor of Heylesdon, Tolthorpe, and tenements 
in Norwich and Earlham, except Fairchild's; 
but farewell Drayton, the devil do it them 
(do them good of it). 

Item, large and fair communication hath 
been between Sir John Fagge and Richard 
Hawte for their sister and me, before Doctor 
Wyntbome and elsewhere, so that I am in 
better hope than I was by St. Lawrence* that 
I shall have a deliverance. 

Item, as for tidings here, I trow ye have 
heard your part, how that the Earl of Oxford 
landed by St. Osyth's in Essex, the 28th day 
of May, save he tarried not long ; for if he 
had the Earl of Essex* rode to him wards, and 
the Lords Denham and Duras (Galliurd de 
Dtirefort)^ and other more, which by likeli- 
hood should have distressed him ; but yet his 
coming saved Hogan his head, and his pro- 
phecy is the more believed ; for he said that 
this trouble should begin in May, and that 
the king should northwards, and that the Scots 
should make us work and him battle. 

Men look after they wot not what, but men 
buy harness fast ; the king's menial men, and 
the Duke of Clarence's, are many in this town ; 
the Lord Rivers® came to day, men say to 
purvey in like wise. 



8 James Goldwell , Bishop of Norwich, 1172. 
< 10th of Au^ist. 

* Henry Bourchier, Earl of E«?sox, lord treasurer. 

* Anthony Widevillc, Earl Rivers, beheaded at 
Pontefract, 14S3. 
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Item, how that the Countess of Warwick * 
is now out of Beverley sanctuary, and Sir 
James Tyrel) conveyeth her northwards men 
say by the king's assent, whereto some men 
say that the Duke of Clarence is not agreed. 

Item, men say that the Earl of Oxford is 
about the Isle of Thanet, hovering, some say 
with great company, and some say with few. 



No more, but God keep you. Written at 
London the 3rd day of June, in the 13th year 
of Edward IV. 

John Paston, knight, 

London. ' 

Thursday, 3rd of Jane, 
1473. 13E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXXXIX.— (LVII. vol. ii. p. 147.) 

Though this letter from Sir John Paston contains nothing very material, it informs us of an engagement at 
sea between some ships of this ' "* » •» « ._ ,• 

Germany, 
gallantry. 



country, and those of the Easterlings or inhabit^ints of the eastern part of 
Germany. It likewise acquaints us with some private anecdotes of Sir John Paston as a man of 



To Edmund Paston, Esq,, at Calais, he this delivered. 



Brother Edmund, I greet you well ; letting 
you weet that about this day sev^nnight I sent 
you a letter by Nicholas Bardesley, a soldier, 
which is wont to be at border* (query, brother) 
Perauntys; and also an hoseclotli^ of black 
for you ; I wend that ye should have had it 
within two days, but I am afraid that he 
deceived me. 

Item, I let you weet that Plattyng is 
coming hither, and he saith that ye gave him 
leave to fetch his gear and Pytt's; and that is 
his errand hither and none otiier, nor he thought 
never to go from me, nor he will not go from 
me, as he saith ; wherefore I pray you send 
me word of his conditions, and wliy ye think 
that he should never do me worship. 

He saith also, that he and Pytt were at the 
taking of the Esterlings, and that he was in 
tlie Packer, and Pytt in the Cristopher; I 
pray you send me word how both he and 
Pytt quit them by the report of some indif- 
ferent true man that was there ; if they quit 
{acquitted) them well I would love them the 
better ; wherefore the next day after the sight 
of tliis letter I pray you write again, and send 
it by the next passage. 

* Anne, widow of Richard Nevile, the great Earl 
of Warwick, sister and heir to Henry Beauchamp, 
Duke of Warwick, and mother of Isabel, the wife of 
George, Duke of Clarence. 

^ May not this sentence be thus read ? Is wont to 
be at border paravant this, t. e. is accustomed to 
reach the border, march or edge, of Calais much 
sooner,— before this,— before so much time was 
elapsed. 

3 Clothforhosen. 
VOL. II. 



Item, I send a little pretty box herewith, 
which I would that Juddy should deliver to 
the woman that he weeteth of, and pray her 
to take it to the man that she weeteth of; that 
is to say as much as ye know all well enough, 
but ye may not make you wise in no wise. 
( You must by no means seem to know anything 
of the business in hand.) 

Item, I pray you send me word as ye were 

wont to do of her welfare; and whether I 

were out and other in or not ; and whetlier 

she shall forsake Calais as soon as ye sent me 

• word of or not. 

By God I would be with you as fain as 
yourself, and shall be in haste, with God's 
grace. 

Item, as for my brother John, I hope within 
this month to see him in Calais; for by 
likelihood to-morrow, or else the next day, 
he taketh ship at Yarmouth, and goeth to 
St. James* ward; and he hath written to 
me that he will come homeward by Calais. 

Item, I suppose that James Songer shall 
come with me to Calais tlie rather for your 
sake. 

Item, Mistress Elizabeth fareth well, but 
as yet Songer knoweth not so perfectly all 
that ye would weet, that he will not write to 
you of these two days, till he know more : 
but if she had been bold, and durst hare 

* On a pilgrimage, I suppose, to St. James of 
Compostella, in the province of Gallicia, in Spain. 
[Not ve]7 likely, we think. He could scarcely have 
made this journey, and been at Calais " within thii> 
month/' it being then the 5th.] 

c 
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abiden still at her gate, and spoken with me, 
so God help me, she had had this same (box) 
that I send now where ye wot of, which ye 
shall see worn hereafter ; it is a pretty ribbon 
with pretty aglets^ and goodly. 

Make you not wise to Juddy, neither not 
[note] that ye would weet anything, for I may 
say to you at his coming over he brought 
goodly gear reasonably. 

Item, OS for my bill' that is gilt, I would 
it were taken heed to; there is one in the 
town tliat can glaze {poUtk) well enough as 
1 heard say ; also there is one cometh every 



market day from St. Omer's to Calais^ and 
he bringetii daggers and fetcheth also, he 
may have it with him, and bring it again the 
next market day, for i2d, or I6d» at the most; 
and (or) else let it be weU oiled and kept tiU 
I come. 

No more. Written at London the 5th day 
of July, in the 13th year of Edward IV. 



John Paston, knight. 



London, 
Monday, dth of July, 
U73. 13E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXL.— (LVIII. Vol. ii. p. 153.) 

Tliia'and the Letter cccxciv. are perhaps the only letters extant of this nobleman, who. though he disliked 
King Edward's Queen, was a true and loyal sul^ect to the king; and continued &idiAil to his young 
Prince EdwaidV., for which he lost his head in 1483. If we mayjudj^e from his expressions in these letters, 
he was a polite gentleman and a kind njuiter. His remembenng " his fellows, tne soldiers,** in an age 
when his noble rank placed him so high above the plebeians, characterises him as a commander attentive 
to the concerns of those under him. 

To tnifrifflUheartiljf -beloved /fiends and/ellowt, Sir John of Middkton, and Sir John Pcuton, 

Knightt, 

After hearty recommendation, I thank you 
of the good attendance that ye gave unto the 
king*8 counsel at Calais ; and the good and 
effectual devoirs that ye put you in to assist 
my deputy Sir John Scot, in all such things 
as might concern the safeguard of my charge 
there. Letting you weet that if there be 
anything that I can and may do for you, I 
shall with right good will perform it to my 
power. And I pray you to recommend me 
to my Lady Howard,^ my Lady Bourgchier,* 
and all otlier ladies and gentlewomen of the 
said town. And in likewise to the mayor, 
lieutenant, and fellowship of the staple ; my 



Pendent ornaments of metal, like tags or points. 



&c. 



3 A warlike instrument of offence. 

3 Margaret, wife of Sir John Howard, Lord 
Howard, and afterwards Duke of Norfolk. She was 
•laughter of Sir John Chedworth, knight, and died 
in 1490.5 H. VII. 

* Lady Bourchier was probably the wife of a son 
of Sir John Bourchier, Lord Berncrs. 



fellows the soldiers, and all other such as (to) 
you shall seem good. And our Lord send 
you your desires. Written at Nottingham, 
the 16th day of September. 

Sir John Paston* I pray you to give cre- 
dence to such things as my deputy shall show 
you from me, and conform you to the same. 

Your fellow, Hastings. 



^<^/?^ 



Nottingham, 
16th of September, 
1473. 13E.IV. 




5 This last paragraph is written by liOrd Hastings 
himself, the former part to "the xvj day of Sep- 
tember," by his secretax}'. 
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LETTER CCCXLI.— (XII. vol. v. p. 55.) 



[This letter, from Sir John Paston to his 
brother John, touches on many curious 
matters illustrative of the period. He com- 
mences by acknowledging the receipt of a 
letter from him of the 6th of October, " letting 
me weet of the decease of Sir James (G^i«), 
and that my mother is in purpose to be at 
Norwich, and I am right glad that she will 
now do somewhat by your advice, wherefore, 
beware from henceforth that no such fellow 
creep in between her and you.'* He goes on, 
'^ ye send me word also that she in no wise 
will purvey the 100/. for the redeeming of 
Sporle ; let it go : as ' touching that matter, 
John Osbem told me that he communed with 
you at Sporle of that matter; further, he 
devised that Cocket, or such another man, 
should, to have it the better cheap, lay out 
the value of six year for to have it seven year, 
whereto I would agree ; and for God's sake, 
if that may be brought about, let it be done : 
as ye wot of, it is let for 22/. a year, yet the 
farmer grant but 21/. ; but to Cocket it would 
be wortib 25/., yea, and better ; nevertheless 
if Cocket will deliver six score pounds, I 
would he had it for seven years, with this, 
that my mother be agreeable to the same, 
because of the interest that she hath for my 
brother William, which shall not be of age 
this seven year ; nevertheless, as ye know my 
old intent, I purpose to purvey for him in 
another place better than there; of which 
grant of my mother I pray you be my 
solicitor, in which, an it be brought about, 
Sporle shall be in as good case as ever it was. 
John Osbem willed me to make you a suf- 
ficient warrant to sell and fell wood at Sporle, 
which I remember ye have in as ample form 
as may be ; nevertheless, if this mean above 



written, of letting to farm, may be had, it 
shall I hope not need to sell or fell much ; 
but I remit that gear to your discretion : but 
if ye have such comfort I pray you send me 
word. I may say to you John Osbem 
flattered me, for he wotdd have borrowed 
money of me. Item, in retailing of wood 
there it were hard to trust him ; he is needy. 
If Cocket, or whosoever had tiiat manor to 
farm for seven year, and paid therefor but six 
score pounds, he should, to let it again, win 
36/., which be much ; wherefore, if it might 
be, it were more reasonable six scor^ and 
seven pounds were received, and yet is there 
lost 29/. ; or else, if ye take less money and 
fewer years, so it be aftier the rate, so that 
there be paid 100/. at the least, send word." 
This is curious, as showing the nature of 
letting farmi^ and also would go to show a 
much lower rate of interest than was generally 
in use at that time, for 36/. as the interest of 
120/. for seven years is but small, considering 
the risk of the tenant's rent, &c. &c. The^ 
mysterious afl*air with Mrs. Ann Hawte is- 
again alluded to : '^ I have answer again 
from Rome that there is the well of grace, and 
salve sufficient for such a sore, and ^at I may 
be dispensed with : nevertheless, my proctor 
there asketh a thousand ducats as he deemeth ;" 
but he adds, " another Rome-runner here " 
has told him he means but a hundred ducats, 
or two hundred at the most. The rest of the 
letter contains unimportant directions as to 
his clothes and other matters, except that he 
says, ''as for other tidings I trust to God that 
the two Dukes of Clarence and Gloucester 
shall be set at one by the award of the king.'** 
Dated London, Monday, Nov. 22, 1473.] 



LETTER CCCXLIL— (XIII. vol. v. p. 63.) 

date of the letter is fixed (London, Thursday; 
Nov. 25, 1473) by its reference to the Earl of 
Oxford being besieged in St. Michael's 
Mount in Cornwall, which happened in 1473, 
where he was captured, and afterwards im- 
prisoned for several years in the castle of 

G 2 



[This letter contains chiefly instructions from 
Sir John Paston to his brother John and his 
mother, as to empowering him, Sir John, to 
administer to his father's will. His father 
died in 1466, and it appears a long time to 
elapse without this havuig been done, but the 
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Hammes near Calais, from whence he escaped, 
and accompanied Henry VII, in his successful 
attempt on England, dying in 1512; and to 
his anticipated immediate possession of Cais- 
ter. With reference to this place he says, 
"send me word if I have Caister again, 
whether she (his mother) will dwell there or 
not, and I will find her a priest towards at 
my charge, and give her the dove-house and 
other commodities there; and if any horse- 



keeper of mine lie there, I will pay for his 
board also, as well as for the priest's. Item, 
if my mother should have a new priest, I think 
that my brother Sir J. Goos were a meetly 
man to be there; he would also do as ye 
would have him/' This is very cunning 
advice for his own good, and Uie advantages 
he offers to his mother of the dove-house and 
other commodities must have been then 
thought very seductive.] 



LETTER CCCXLIII.— (LIX.— (vol. ii. p. 155.) 

[In the previous letter we have a notice of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, who is here again particu- 
lar y mentioned. We may add. however, that, as it b here said, all, his estates w^ere conOacated, but were 
restored soon after the accession of Henry VII.] 

Mrs, Margaret Paston, at Norwich, 



Right honourable and most tender good 
mother, I recommend me to you, beseech- 
ing you to have, as my trust is that I have, 
your daily blessing ; and thank you of your 
good motherhood, kindness, cheer, charge, 
and costs, which I had and put you to at my 
last being with you, which God give me 
grace hereafter to deserve ! 

Please it you to weet, that I think long 
that I hear not from you, or from Peacock 
your servant, for the knowledge how he hath 
done in the sale of my farm barley, nor what 
is made thereof; wherefore I beseech you, if 
it be not answered by that time that this bill 
Cometh to you, to haste him and it hither^vard ; 
for if that had not tarried me I deem I had 
been at Calais by this day ; for it is so, as men 
say, that the French king with a great host is 
at Amiens, but threescore miles from Calais; 
and if he or his rode before Calais, and I not 
there, I would be sorry. 

Item, men say that the Earl of Oxford 
hath been constrained to sue for his pardon 
^nly of his life; and his body, goods, lands, 



with all the remanent, at the king^s will, and 
so should in all haste now come in to the 
king ; and some men say that he is g^ne out 
of the Mount, men wot not to what place, and 
yet left a great garrison there, well furnished 
in victual and sdl other thing. 

Item, as for the having again of Caister, I 
trust to have good tidings thereof hastily. 

Item, my brother John fareth well, and 
hath done right diligently in my cousin 
Elizabeth Berney's matter, whereof hastily I 
trust he shall send her tidings that shall 
please her: and as to-morrow he purposeth 
to take his journey to Wales ward to the Lord 
Rivers. 

No more at this time, but Jesu have you in 
his keeping. 

Written at London the 20th day of Febru- 
ary, in the 13th year of Edward IV. 

Your son. 



J. Paston, knight. 



London, 
Sunday, 20th of Fehruarj-, 
1473. 13 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXLIV.^(LX. vol. ii. p. 159.) 

V^'a have in this letter a pleasing account of the intended excursion of the king into divers counties in 1474 ; 
the motive of which most probably was to raise, more easily by his presence and cheerful address, bene- 
volences upon his subjects towards the expenses of his war witn France. We are here informed likewise 
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that the county of Norfolk had been hiijhly spoken of to the king, not only for the riches and hospitality of 
its inhabitants, but for the beauty and a^jrecable behaviour of its women; a reason suflicient for S3 lun<$ a 
stay amoni;;st them, as seemed intended tu be made, by an amorous and handsome monarch. 

To his brother Sir John Paston, Knight, be this letter delivered. 



Sir, I recommend me unto you, letting you 
weet that, (^Here follows some account relative 
to a grant from the crowns ^c.) 

As for my lord treasurer^ he was not with 
the king of all the council time,'' the which 
was ended on the 3d day of March. And 
thither came my Lord of Northumberland,' 
the first day of March, and departed the even 
afore the making of this letter ; and hath in- 
dented with the king for the keeping out of 
the Scots, and warring on them ; and shall 
have large money, I cannot tell the sum for 
certain. 

Also there is a rover taken at Bristol, one 
Cowper, as I ween, and he is like to be Iianged, 
and he confesseth more of his fellows. Also 
Edward Heestowe of Dover is appeached of 
treason of many strange points ; and his ac- 
cuser and he were both afore the king, and 
then they were taken apart ; and he himself 
confessed it that his accuser accused him of, 
and many other things more tlian he was 
accused of. And he had many lords and 
gentlemen to answer for his tmth and his 
demeaning afore time, for as I beard say, 
both the king in a manner, nor none of the 
other lords nor gentlemen, believed not his 
accuser till that he confessed it himself, and 
80 he is in the Tower, and like to be dead.^ 

As for the king's coming into the country ; 
on Monday come fortnight he will lie at tiiie 
abbey of Stratford, and so to Chelmsford ; 
then to Sir Thomas Montgomery's ; then to 
Heveningbam; then to Colchester; then to 
Ipswich ; then to Bury ; then to Dame Anne 
Wingfield's, and so to Norwich; and there 



> William Grey, Bishop of Ely. 

* The sitting of parliament. 

' Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland; this 
contract was entered into by him most probably as 
Warden of the Marches ; a place of trust, honour, 
and profit. This nobleman was cruelly murdared by 
a mob, in Yorkshire, when he was there levying a 
public tax in 1489. 

* Tliis expression seems to insinuate that he would 
be executed privately in the Tower. [We see no 
reason for this supposition. We think it is merely 
meant that he was not likely to be pardoned.] 



will he be on Palm Sunday even ;^ and so 
tarry there all Easter ,* and then to Walsing- 
ham ; 7 wherefore ye had need to warn WU- 
liam Gogney and his fellows to purvey them of 
wine enough, for every man beareth me itt 
hand that the town shall be drank dry as York 
was when the king was there. 

Sir, Master Sampson recommend him unto 
you, and he hath sent you a ring by Ed- 
mond Dorman ; and besides that, he re- 
quired me to write unto you that it were best 
for you to purvey you of some gentlemany 
{gentlemanlike) things against the king's 
coming, for sure he will bring you guests 
enough, and therefore purvey you thereafter. 
Also, he sendeth you word that it is my lord » 
mind that my sister, with all other goodly 
folks thereabout, should accompany with 
Dame Elizabeth Calthorp,^ because there is 
no great lady thereabout, against the king a 
coming ; for my lord hath made great boast 
of the fair and good gentlewomen of the 
country ; and so the king said he would see 
them sure. 

Sir, my lord hath sent unto the most part 
of the gentlemen of Essex to wait upon him 
at Chelmsford, whereas he intendeth to meet 
with the king, and that they be well ap» 
pointed, that tlie Lancasbire men may see 
that there be gentlemen of so great substance 
that they be able to buy all Lancashire. Men 
think that ye among you will do the same. 

Your country is greatly boasted of, also tlie 
inhabitors of the same. I beseech you to 
remember my horse that you promised me. 
God keep you. 

Written at Sheen, in haste, the 7th diy of 

March, with the hand of your brother, 

William Paston. 

Sheen, Monday, 7th of March. 
1473. 14 £. IV. 

» 3rd of April, 1474. 

« 10th of April, 1474. [It will be borne in mind 
Uiat the year commenced on March 25] 

' I suppose to pay his devotions to the ima^ of 
Our Lady there. 

<* Widow of Sir John Calthorp, and daughter of 
Roger Wentworth, Esq. 
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LETTER CCCXLV.— (XIV. vol. r. p. 67.) 



[In this letter John Paston writes to his 
brother Sir John on the subject of his wooing. 
He appears a thoroughly careful and wary 
suitor, as he has two if not three ladies in 
view, although his *' jfantazy " inclines him to 
Mistress Elimbeth Eberton, even if Eberton 
wold not gere ao moche wt Maistress Elyza- 
i)et his dowghter as I myght have w^ the other.** 
But we will let him speak for himself. He 
requests his brother, *' ere that ye depart out 
of London to speak with Harry £berton*s 
wife, draper, and to inform her that I am 
proffered a marriage in London which is worth 
■BIX hundred marks (400/.) and better, with 
whom I prayed you to commune, inasmuch 
as I might not tarry in London myself; 
always reserving, that if so be that Mrs. 
Eberton will d^ with me, that ye should 
not conclude in the other place, though so 
were that Eberton would not give so much 
with Mrs. Elizabeth his daughter as I might 
have with the other, for such fantasy as I 
have in the said Mrs. Elizabeth Eberton; 
■and that it like you to say to Eberton's wife 
that such as I spake to her of shall be bettered 
rather than empeyred [impaired] as for my 
part." If the proffered marriage was not a 
mere ruse, it may or may not refer to the 
following extracts, whicli, however, would 
not justify tlie assertion of a " proffered mar- 
riage" worth six hundred marks. Before 
giving the passages we may observe that the 
word " thing," which he applies to her was at 
that time, and afterward, frequently used as 
a term of endearment and not of cotitempt. 



"I pray you that ye will, as I desired you, 
commune with John Lee, or his wife, or both, 
and to understand how the matter at the 
Black Friars doth, and that ye will see and 
speak with the thing yourself, and with her 

father and mother, ere ye depart. Also 

that it like you to speak to your ^)ofbecary, 
which was sometime the Earl of VlT arwick^s 
apothecary, and to weet of him what tiie 
widow of the Black Friars is worth, and what 
her husband's name was ; he can tell all, for 
he is executor to the widow's husband.** 
Here he seems to think his own consent to be 
all that is necessary. We give another pas- 
sage to show the nature of a gentleman*s 
wardrobe at that time. '*I pray you that 
Pitt may truss in a mail [trunit], which I 
left in your chamber at London, my tawny 
gown furred with black, and the doublet of 
purple satin and the doublet of black satin, and 
my writing-box of cypress, and my * Book of 
the Meeting of the Duke and of the Emperor,* ** 
(probably Charles Duke of Burgundy and 
the Emperor Frederic III.) The writing- 
desk of cypress-wood could not have been a 
common article at this period, and, togetiier 
with the book, show he had a literary taste. 
The rest of the letter is uninteresting, except 
perhaps the statement that liis mother will la- 
bour "that the two hundred marks (133/. 
6». 8rf.) may be had for the wood, so that it 
seems he could not borrow for his brother, but 
was forced, like many others since, to " fell 
and sell." Dated Norwich, Monday, July 25, 
1475.] 



LETTER CCCXLVL— (XV. vol. v. p. 73.) 



[Sir John Paston here writes to his mother 
about the means of raising money, but the 
details are uninteresting. He had been on 
a visit to his mother, and had been ill, but 
says he had quite recovered, thanks to her 
care. He mentions that Courby the carrier 
hath had " 40rf. to pay for the third hired 
horse, and he bringeth the three horses with 
him, and is content for the labour and the 



meat largely ;" this seems a small sum for a 
journey from Norwich to London and back ; 
the more so as in the previous letter his 
brother sends him ten shillings for the con- 
veyance of the trunk with his clothes and 
writing-desk. He concludes the letter in a 
style mat does credit to his taste, and dis- 
plays some humour. '' As for the books that 
were Sir James's (Gloys, the priest's), if it 
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like you that I may have them, I am not 
able to buy them, but somewhat would I 
give, and the remanent, with a good devout 
heart by my troth, I will pray for his soul ; 
wherefore, if it like you, by the next mes- 
senger or carrier to send them in a day, I 
shall have them dressyd [re-bound, or perhaps 



addressed] here, and if any of them are 
claimed hereafter in faith I will restore it." 
The last promise shows it was so common to 
borrow books, then both scarce and valuable, 
that it was likely upon a scholar s death that 
some of them might be reclaimed. Dated 
Saturday, before November, 1474.] "* 



LETTER CCCXLYIL—CXVL vol. v. p. 79.) 



[This letter is again about money from Sir 
John to his mother. His uncle William had 
lent him money, which enabled him]to redeem 
the manor of Sporle, but only on sufficient 
security, for he says, '^ I am as much afraid 
of this land that is in his hand as I was 
of that that was in Townshend's (his former 
creditor) hand." He again reverts to the 
books. ''As for the books that were Sir 



Jameses, God have his soul ! which it liketh 
you that I shall have them, I beseech you 
that I might have them hither by the next 
messenger ; and if I be gone, yet that they be 
delivered to mine hostess at the George at 
Paul's Wnarf, which will keep them safe; 
and that it like you to write to me what the 
pain or payment shall be for them." Dated 
London, Sunday, Nov. 20, 1474.] 



LETTER CCCXLVIIL— (LXI. vol. ii. p. 165.) 

I have given the former part of this letter as a specimen of the free 'and easy epistolary st^-le of an age 
which we are too apt to consider as almost entirely illiterate ; on a similar subject a modem gentleman 
could scarcely have expressed himself in eawier terms, or with more propriety, though in one instance per- 
haps with niore politeness. 

To John Past on y Esq, at Norwich, or to Roose, dwelling afore Mrs. Pastons gate in Norwich, 

wrote me a bill thereof, which I send you 
herewith ; and that that longeth to me to do 
therein it shall not fail to leave all other 
business apart ; nevertheless within three days 
I hope so to deal herein tliat I suppose to set 
you in certainty how that ye shall find her 
for ever hereafter. 

It is so, as I understand, that ye be as busy 
on your side for your friend Danson whereas 
[where'] * ye be ; I pray God send you both 
good speed in tliese works, which, if they be 
brought about, each of you is much beholden 
to other ; yet were it pity that such crafty 



Right worshipful and well-beloved brother, 
I recommend me to you; letting you weet that 
I have communed with your ftiend Danson, 
and have received your ring of him, and he 
hath by mine advice spoken with her two 
times;* he telleth me of her dealing and 
answers, which if they were according to his 
saying, a fainter lover than ye would, and 
well ought to, take therein great comfort, so 
that. (even though) he might haply sleep the 
worse three nights after. 

And such dealing in part as was between 
my Lady W. and your friend Danson he 

' I do not know to whom this refers : it relates to 
some lady to whom he then paid his addresses, (tiie 
Lady W. after-mentioned I snpiKMC.) and who 1^ tiie 
next letter appears to be Lady Waigxave, widow of 
Sir Richard walgrave. knight. [He appears to hare 
been a very genraal but unsucceasftil wooer.] 



* [Fenn translates whereas here by if. We liave 
already noticed the indiscriminate use of where and 
whereas ; by attending to this, and altering Fenn*s 
punctuation, the sentence is perfectly clear, ~~'* 
Justifies his own praise of the style.] 



and 
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'wooers as ye be both should speed wdl, but 
if (uttlegs) ye love truly.* 

Item, as for Stoctoirs daughter, she shall 
be wedded in haste to Skeeme, as she told 
herself to my silk maid,' which maketh part of 
such as she shall wear, to whom she broke 
(opened) her heart, and told her that she 
should have had Master Paston, and my maid 
wend (thought) it had been I that she spoke 
of; and with more (moreover) that the same 
Master Paston come where she was with 
twenty men, and would have taken her 
away ; I told my maid that she lied of me, 
and that I never spoke witli her in ray life, 
nor tliat I would not wed her to have with 
her three thousand marks (2000/.) 

Item, as for Eberton's daughter, my brother 
Edmond saith that he heard never more speech 
thereof since your departing, and that ye 
would that he should not break nor do 
nothing therein but if (unless) it came of their 
beginning. 

Item, I had answer from my lord® that he 
is my special good lord, and that by writing ; 
and as fur Beniey he set him in his own 
wages fur my sake, and that whensoever I 



come to Calais I shall find all thing there as 
I would have it, and rather better than it was 
heretofore. 

Item, the king came to this town on Wed- 
nesday; as for the French embassade^ 
(embassy) that is here, they come not in the 
king's presence by likelihood, for naen say 
that the fhief of them is he that poisoned 
both the Duke of Berry and the Duke of 
Calabria. 

Item, there was never more likelihood that 
tlie king should go over sea this next year than 
was now. 

I pray you remember that I may have the 
pewter vessel hither by the next carrier by the 
latter end of this week. 

Item, I pray you remember so that I may 
have the books by the same time, which my 
mother said she would send me by the next 
carrier. 

Written at London, the Sunday the 20th 
of November, in the 14th year of Edward lY, 

John Paston, knighl^ 

London, Sunday, 
20th of November, 1474. 
14 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXLIX.— (LXIL vol. ii. p. 171.) 

We .ire in this letter brought acquainted with the manners of the time. The lady shows herself a woman of 
honour, and above givini; hope when she meant not to encourage the addresses of J. Piiston. She was the 
widow of Sir Ricliaid Walgrave, knight, a Yorkist, who was with the Earl of Kent at the taking of the 
town of Coquet and the isle of Rhee ; he died young, and was succeeded by his brother Sir Thomas 
Walgrave. [Another unsuccessful attempt by poor John Paston.] 

To John Paston, Esq, 



Brother, I recommend me to you : letting 
you weet that I have, like as I promised you, 
i have done my devoir to know my Lady 
Walgrave's stomach (resolittion), which, as 
God help me, and to be plain to you, I find 

1 [Tliis is a very pleasant and good-humoured bit 
of sarcasm. Sir John seems always to ha\e a pretty 
correct conception of the characters of those he ad- 
drosses.] 

* A person who made gowns of silk. &c. for both 
men and women, as appears from tlie manner in 
which she is here mentioned. 

•* I am not certain whether the Duke of Norfolk is 
liere meant, or Lord Hastings the then governor of 
Calais. 

* For the better understanding of this curious 
anecdote, which reflects -honour on King Edward 
both as a sovereign prince and a man, it will be 



in her no matter nor cause that I might take 
comfort of. 



necessary to inform the reader that, in 1472, Lewis 
XI., king of France, finding himself drawn into a 
war with the Duke of Burgundy in order to bring 
aliout a marriage between his brother Charles. Duke 
of Berry and Guienne, and Mary the daughter and 
heir of that duke, employed proper persons to 
destroy his brother, and bv that means to extricate 
him from these troubles. The death of the Duke of 
Berry was effected by a slow poison, of which he 
died in May, 1472, aged about 26 years. Mary, the 
richest heiress of her time, was bom in 1457, and by 
her father, the Duke of Burgundy, was promised in 
marriage to various potentates, and amongst the 
rest, to Nicholas of Anjou, Duke of Calabria and 
Lorrain. This prince died in August, 1473, aged 
about 25, here said by poison admmistered by the 
same hand that took off the Duke of Berry. 
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She will in no wise receive nor keep your 
ring with her, and yet I told her that she 
sliould not be anything bound thereby ; but 
that I knew by your heart of old that I wist 
well ye would be glad to forbear the levest 
(dearest) thing that ye had in the world, 
which might be daily in her presence, that 
should cause her once on a day to remember 
you; but it would not be, she would not 
thereby, as she said, put you nor keep you in 
any comfort thereby. 

And moreover she prayed me that I should 
never take labour more herein, for she would 
hold her to such answer as she had given you 
tofore ; wherewith she thought both ye and I 
would have held us content, had (tV) not 
been (/or) the words of her sister Genevieve. 

When I understood all this, and that over 
night she bade her that went between her and 
me bid me bring with me her muskbalP 
which, &c., then I after all this asked if she 
were displeased with me for it, and she said, 
nay. 

Then I told her that I had not sent it you, 
for sin of my soul ; and so I told her all, how 
I had written to you why that I would not 
send it you, because I wist well ye should 
have sleeped the worse ; but now, I told her, 
as God help me, that I would send it you, 



and give you mine advice not to hope over 
much on her, which is over hard an hearted 
lady for a young man to trust unto ; which I 
thought that for all my words ye could 
not nor would not do for all mine advice. 

Yet againwards she is not displeased, nor 
forbid me not but that ye should have the 
keeping of her muskball; wherefore do ye 
with it as ye like ; I would it had done well 
by good, I spake for you so that in faith I 
trow I could not say so well again ; wherefore 
I send you herewith your ring and the un- 
happy muskball ; also make ye matter of it 
hereafter as ye can, I am not happy to 
woo neither for myself nor none other. 

I told her all the process of the Lord 
Howard * and of your grounds as I could, all 
helps not. 

{Here follows some displeasure at his uncle 
JViUiam's proceedings in matters between them, 
8(c, of no consequence.) 

I hear no word of my vessel nor of my 
books; I marvel. No more. Written at 
London, the 1 1th day of December, in the 
14th year of Edward IV. 

John Paston, knights 

London, 
Sunday, 1 1th of December, 
1474. 14E.IV. 



LETTER CCCL.-<LXin. vol. ii. p. 175.) 

Though this letter has no signature, yet it is written by Sir John Paston, knight. The business mentioned m 
the first part of this letter, on which Sir John was so anxions to attend the Duke and Duchess of Norfolk, 
was relieve to Caister. &c. ; and his journey into Flanders, to purchase horse and liamess, was in con- 
Mquence of the treaty entered into between Edward and the Duke of Burgundy, which would be productive 
of a war with Ftanoe. 

To the right worJiipful John Paston, Esq., at Norwich, or to his mother, Margaret Pcuton, tn 

his absence, in haste, 

I needs must. I think it would be to you 
over irksome a labour to solicit the matters 
atween them and me, but if (unless) I were 
there myself; wherefore, if ye think it be 
convenient that I come thither, I pray you 
send me word as hastily as ye may, and by 
what time ye think most convenient that I 
should be there ; and of all such comfort as 
ye find or hear of the towardness thereof, and 
when also that ye shall be there yourself; for 



I RECOMMEND me to you, praymg you 
heartily, that I may have weeting (hwwledge) 
when that my Lord and Lady of Norfolk 
shall be at London, and how long they shall 
tarry there, and in especial my Ix)rd of 
Norfolk; for upon their coming to London 
were it for me to be guided ; nevertheless I 
would be sorry to come there but if (unless) 

> Tliis muskball, or ball of perftime, seems to 
have been taken from Lady Walgrave bv Sir John 
Paston in a jesting manner, to send to his orother as 
a present from her. 



^ He -««& «L^r«;«x^\)na^'% ^1 "^wtVii*-- 
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it is BO that as to-morrow I purpose to ride 
into Flanders to purrey^ me of horse and 
harness ; percose (perdtance) I shall see the 
siege of Nuys ^ ere I come again if I have 
time; wherefore, if I so do, by likelihood it 
will be a fourteen days ere I be here again ; 
and after, as I hear from you and others 
thereupon, that at the next passage, and God 
will, I purpose to come to London ward: 
God send me good speed; in chief for the 
matter aboye written ; and secondly, for to 
appoint with the king and my lord for such 
retinue as I should hare now in these wars 
into France ; wherefore I pray you in Norfolk 
and other places, commune with such as ye 
think likely for you and me that are disposed 
to take wages in gentlemen's houses and 
elsewhere, so that we may be the more ready 
when that need is ; nevertheless at this hour 
I would be glad to have with me daily three 
or four more than I have, such as were 
likely ; for I lack of my retinue that I have 
near so many. 

I pray you send me some tidings, such as 
ye hear, and how tibat my brother Edmund 
doth; for as for tidings here there be but 
few, save that the siege lasteth still by the 



Duke of Burgundy afore Nuys, and the 
emperor^ hath besieged also, not far firom 
thence, a castle and another town in like 
wise, wherein the duke's men be. 

And also the French king, men say, is 
coming nigh to the water of Sonune with 
4000 spears^ and some men trow (thiiUi) 
that he will, at the day of breaking of trace,* 
or else before, set upon the duke's countries 
here. 

When I hear more I shall send you more 
tidings. 

The king's ambassadors Sir Thomas Mont> 
gomery and the Master of the Rolls ^ be 
coming homeward from Nuys,* and as for me 
I think that I should be sick but if (unlm) 
I see it. 

Sir John of Parre and William Berkeley 
came this way to Flanders ward to buy them 
horse and harness, and (I) made Sir J. Parre 
(ai) good cheer as I could for your sake; and 
he told me that ye made him haulte Qagh) 
cheer, &c. at Norwich. No more. Writtm 
at Calais, the 17th day of January, in the 
14th year of Edward IV. 

Calais, Tuesday, l7Ui of January, 
1474. 14E.IV. 



LETTER CCCLI.— 



[Margaret Paston writes to her son John 
again about money, complaining that Robert 
Clere had not been paid 20/. lent by him and 
his mother to Sir John; she supposes that 
William Paston ought to have paid it, " for 
he hath a surety for all that and more," but 
he had refused unless on the delivery of 
some pledges of Margaret Paston's then in 
the hands of Clere. Margaret Paston requests 
her son to ascertain " in haste," and let her 
" understand how it is," " for I were loath 
to lose my pledges ; I wot it well your good 
uncle would be in possession with good will, 
but I would not so." She next alludes to 
other matters of family discontent. Agnes 
Paston had been for some time living in 
London, and Margaret says " Remember me 

* [Nuys is a town in Germany, in the government 
circle of Cologne, in Rhenish nruaaia, on Uie west 
side of the Rhine.] 



(XVII. vol. v. p. 83.) 

to your grimdam ; I would she were here in 
Norfolk, as well at ease as ever I saw her, and 
as little ruled by her son as ever slie was, and 
then I woidd hope that we all should fare 
the better for her." This son was no doubt the 
" uncle William" so often alluded to, of 
whom the rest of the family seem to have 
been very willing to borrow money, and 
very much surprised at being expected to 
pay; whether or not he was aware of this 



3 Frederick III. of Austria, emperor of Giermany. ' 

3 Tliis truce between Lewis XL, king of France, 
and the Duke of Burgundy, was to be at an end in 
the beginning of the summer in 1475. 

* Dr. John Morton, afterwards Bishop of Ely, 
Lord Chancellor, Archbishop of Cant^ury, and 
Cardinal. 

^ The duke persisted in this siege, though tlie 
emperor with a laige force was in the neighbourhood, 
much to his own disadvantage, as it prevented his 
meeting the King of England ; and at last the siege 
was raised on certain conditions. 
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family defect, he seems to have been by no 
means wanting in a due regard to his own 
advantage in all these bargains, and to have 
considered all that was legal as just and 
right. From money-lending Margaret Paston 
passes to religious matters, and one of her 
reasons for desiring a license for her chapel 
appears to point to the evil of non-residence 
even in those days. She says, " I would ye 
should speak with my Lord of Norwich, and 
assay to get a license of him that I may have 
the sacrament here in the chapel, because it 
is far to the church, and I am sickly, and the 
parson is often out.'^ She was then residing 
at Mawteby, whence this letter is dated. 



Saturday, Jan. 29, 1474. In a sort of post- 
script she mentions a curious circumstance 
connected with the currency. Fenn considers 
it to allude to the alloy oxydising, but this 
could hardly be the case to an extent sufficient 
to prevent the money from passing. At least 
we have never seen specimens of any such coin . 
She says : — " My cousin Robert told me that 
there was more than 7/. of the money that 
was paid him that was right on [thoroughly] 
rusty, and he could not have it changed : he 
was ungoodly [not weU\ served therein." We 
rather think it means coin of an early date, 
not at that time commonly current.] 



LETTER CCCUL- 



[This letter is written from Norwich on the 
same day ais the last, by Margaret Paston to 
her other son. Sir John, and contains nearly a 
repetition of the money afibirs mentioned in 
the previous letter. Edward IV. had been 
recently exacting a benevolence, as it was 
termed (a task or tax, as the writers of these 
letters call it), in the city and county, and 
the withdrawaJ of such large sutns of money 
are stated to have had a most depressing 
effect upon prices. She says: — "As for 
Sporle wood, before the king's coming into 
Norfolk I might have had chapmen to have 
bought it a gret (in the gross\ for twelve 
score marks (160/.), and now tnere will no 
man buy it a gret, because of the great 
good Qarge sums) that the people is laid to 
[assessed] for the king; wherefore we are 
about to retail it as well as we may * * * * 
As for your barley in this country, it cannot 
be sold above 10^. or lief, that is the greatest 
price of barley here, and but it be at a better 
price I purpose for to do it malt (mall it) * * * 
Malt is sold here but for 13e/., and wheat 
2s, or 26d, at this time, and oats I2d, There 



(XVIII. vol. v. p. 87.) 

is none outload suffered to go out of this 
country as yet; the king hath commanded 
that there should none go out of this land. I 
fear me we shall have right a strange world ; 
God amend it, when his will is." The 
quantity worth the above-named prices was 
no doubt the comb, equal to two bushels, a 
term still frequently used in reckoning in tiie 
eastern counties. The low price is con- 
firmed by the list of prices, in Eden's * State 
of the Poor;' in Appendix, page xi. he 
gives the price of oats in 1475 as Is, lOd, per 
quarter. The attempt to regulate prices oy 
preventing traffic seems to have been con- 
stant, and always to have been attended with 
suffering. She concludes with an account 
of the books so earnestly desired by Sir John. 
" As for the books that ye desired to have of 
Sir James's, the best of all and the fairest is 
claimed ; nor it is not in his inventory. I 
shall assay to get it for you an I may ; the 
price of these other books, besides that, is 
20s. 6d, the which I send ye a bill of. If ye 
like by the price of them, and ye will have 
them, send me word."] 



LETTER CCCLIIL— (XIX. vol. v. p. 93.) 



[Sir J. Paston writes from Calais, Sunday, 
Feb. 5, 1474-5, to " his brother John Paston, 
or to his unde William Paston in Warwick 
Lane, or to Edmund Paston at the George at 
Paul's Wharf," explaining that he is pre- 



vented from leaving Calais to urge his suit 
respecting Caister, and entreating of all or 
any of them to do all for him that they pos- 
sibly can. The details are wholly unin- 
teresting.] 
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LETTER CCCLIV 

[In tliifl letter Sir John Pastou answers his 
mother*8 letter (ccclii.) Having now got a 
price fixed on the books, he seems indifferent 
about them ; he probably wished bis offer as 
to paying in prayers to hare been accepted. 
** As for the books that were Sir James's, God 



. — (XX. vol. V. p. 97.) 

have his soul ! [he continues to pray] I think 
best that they oe still with you, till that I 
speak with you myself. My mind is not 
now most upon books.** The rest of the 
letter consists of details as to his money trans- 
actions. It is dated Calab, Feb. 22, 1474-5.] 



letter; CCCLV.— (LXIV. vol. ii. p. 179.) 

[This letter is written on the back of Letter cod., ftom J. Pwton. and is a curious instance of the unoertunty 
of the transmiarion cxT correspondence. If it is meant that she had received no letter since St. Matthew's 
even, she had not yet had that of Nov. 20 (Letter occxlvii-)> a period of nearly four months. Bat she may 
mean that she had written this letter on St. Matthias* even, but oonld not send it, as she odds. " if I mighi 
have had a mesKnger ere this time. I had sent it vou." She could scarcely have thought it long not to have 
received a, letter since Matthias' even, a period of only ten days. We are inclined to thinic sl^ alludes to 
her own writing.] 

Afrt. Matyaret Patton^ to her ton John Potion. 



John Paston, I send jou God's blessing and 
mine; letting you weet, that I had none ere 
this letter tlian on Saint Matthew's even ;^ if 
I might have had a messenger ere this time 
I had sent it you ; I con you thank for the 
letter that ye sent to my cousin Calthorp and 
me of the tidings ; I would ye should do so 
more. As ye may remember that I spake to 
you for the 20/. for my cousin Clere, speak 
to your uncle thereof, and send me an answer 
tliereof in haste. 



And for the licence * that I spake to you, 
for to have the sacrament in my chapel, if ye 
cannot get it of the Bishop of Norwich, get it 
of the Bishop of Canterbury, for that is most 
sure for all places. 

God keep you. Written on Midlent 
Sunday. 

Midlent Sundi^y, 
5th of March. 1474. 
15 K. IV. 



letter CCCLVL— (XXL vol. v. p. 103.) 



[A NEGOTIATION for a marriage. Fenn says 
that the gentleman was John Beniey, of 
Reedham, Esq., and that the negotiation was 
successful, as he married Alice, daughter of 
Richard Southwell, Esq. of Wood-rising in 
Norfolk, the writer of this letter to John 
Paston, Esq. We give all but the compli- 
mentary part of the letter. "And, cousin, 
in the matter that it liked you to remember 
me in, both to my worship and pleasure, I 
fear me that neither my poor daughter nor 
poor purse can nor may be to his pleasure ; 
would God either might ; and I should take 
me right near to his pleasure, saving myself, 
I ensure you by my troth ; and how to under- 
stand his disposition and pleasure therein, I 

> [St. Matthew's anniversary is September 21. 
St. Matthias's (in original " Sent Matheus") is 
Feb. 23.] 



see no mean as thus advised, but if it might 
please you by your wisdom to attempt it 
farther, as ye seem most convenient, and 
thereupon to be guided by your good advice, 
as the case shall require, wherein ye shall 
bind me hereafter to do that may be your 
pleasure to my power, and yet with no better 
will than I have had, so God help me, who 
have you ever in hiskeepiug, and send you your 
heart's desire to his pleasure ; and if it please 
you to remember farther in the premises, I 
trust ye shall lose no labour on my poor part; 
howbeit I fear me sore, as I began, both of 
my poor daughter and purse." Dated Wood- 
rising, March 26, about 1475.] 



' We are here informed that the archbishop's 
licence was preferable to tlmt of the diocesan, and 
seems to have had gn>atcr privileges annexed to it. 
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LETTER CCCLVII.— (XXII. voL v. p. 106.) 



[Mabqaret Paston again writes to Sir John, 
chiefly details about money matters ; money, 
she says, is very scarce ; " the king goeth so 
near us in this country, both to poor and rich, 
that I wot not how we shall live, but if the 
world amend : God amend it, when his will 
is. I can neither sell com nor cattle to no 
good preve (profit,^ Malt is here but at lOrf. 
a comb ; wheat, a comb, 28«{. ; oats, a comb, 
lOef. ; and thereof is but little to get here at 
til is time.'^ She says Peacock, apparently 



his steward, hafh paid for him two tasks 
(mhsidiet) at this time. Her ideas of soldier- 
ship are remarkably clear for a female, and 
her recommendation to Sir John, who had 
served, good. " If your brethren go over the 
sea, advise them as ye think best for their 
safe-guard, for some of them be but young 
soldiers, and wot full little what it is to be as 
a soldier, nor for to endure to do as a soldier 
should do." The letter is dated Mawteby, 
Tuesday, May 23, 1475.] 



LETTER CCCLVIII. 

iSiR John Paston writes to his brother 
Cdmund, that a vacancy has occurred at 
Calais, and that he may " come and live like 
a gentleman," if he can manage to obtain the 
appointment; "else," he adds, "if ye dis- 
pose you to abide in England, since it is so 
that the Bishop of Lincoln is chancellor, his 
service is the meeter for you, he is next 



-(XXm.vol. V. p. 111.) 

neighbour to Norfolk of any estate : God send 
you some good ward of his." Place-hunting, 
from a place under tlie government to one 
under a private nobleman, seems to have 
been the general pursuit, and by no means 
incompatible with the character of a gentle- 
man. The letter is dated Calais, Tuesday, 
June 13th, 1475.] 



LETTER CCCIJX.— (LXV. vol. ii. p. 181.) 

the abbey of St. Beunet a( Holm was situated in the parish of Homing in Norfolk, in the midst of a now 
, dreary and solitary marsh, not likely to be chosen for the wholesomeness of the air. The remains of this 
once grand and miti-ed abbey are now very small, standing in the midst of a level marsh, intersected by a great 
numl^r of almost staniant iUtches. I am, however, informed by a most respectable gentleman, whose seat is in 
the neighbourhood, tiiat many of the towns surrounding this spot are remarkable for the longevity of their 
inhabitants. If such is the effect of this air now, perhaps in the nourishing state of Uie abbey it might be still 
more salubrious. [1787. It is now much improved.] 

To the right worshipful Sir John Paston, Knight, in haste. 



Right well-beloved son, &c. ( The chief part 
of this letter relates to Sir John Paston s private 
affairs, his rents and laftds, and it informs him 
that fVilliam Jenney had entered into Holm' 
hall, in Filby, in the right and title of his 
daughter-in-law, which was Boys' daughter, 8fc.') 
As for tidings here in this country, we have 
none but that the country is barren of money ; 
and that my Lady of York* and all her 
household is here at Saint Rennet's, and pur- 
posed to abide there still till the king come 

1 Cecily, Duchess of York, daughter of Ralph 
Nevile, Earl of Westmoreland, was the w^idow of 
Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, and mother of 
King Edward IV. &c. She died in 1495, and was buried 
near her husband in the college of Fotheringay. 



from beyond the sea,* and longer if she like 
the air there, as it is said. 

I think right long till I hear some tidings 
for you^ and from your brethren. I pray God 
send you, and all your company good speed 
in your journeys, to his pleasure and to your 
worships and profits. 

Written at Mawteby, on Saint Laurence's 
even, the 15th year of the reign of King 
Edward the IV. 

By your Mother. 
Mawteby, Thursday, 
lOthof August, 1475. 
15E.IV. 

3 He was at this time in France. 
' Quere, from ? 
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LETTER CCCLX.— I 

[Sib John Paston writes to his mother from 
balais, and annowices the conclusion of the 
journey to France of Edward IV. He had 
raised large sums in England to carry on a 
war against the French in alliance with the 
Duke of Burgundy, but the latter ^Eulinghim, 
and, it is said, his ministers being bribed by the 



(XXIV.vol. T.p. 113.) 

French king, a peace for seven years was 
concluded, aifter a personal intenriew between 
the two monarchs at Pecquigni, where they met 
on a bridge across the Somme. It contains 
no other matter of interest, and to this there is 
a mere allusion. Dated Monday, Sept. IL 
1475.] 



LETTER CCCLXL— (XXV. vol. v. p. 117.) 



[John Paston writes to his brother Sir John 
of the further progress towards the recovery of 
Caister. He says the king has promised there 
shall be no delay beyond the 3rd Nov. of the 
present year; that the Duke of Norfolk's 
council acknowledge his right; and that 
*' my lady sweareth, and so doth Barnard on 
her behalf, that she would as fain ye had it 
as any body ; notwithstanding she said not so 
to me since I came home, for I spake not to 
her but once since I saw you last.'* He com- 
plains of illness occasioned by taking cold, 
tx>th at Calais and since his return home : 



and sa3rs ^* but I was never so well armed for 
the war, as I have now armed me for cold; 
wherefore I advise you take example by me 
if it happen you to be sick, as ye were when 
I was at Calais, in any wise keep you warm. 
I ween Harry Wodehouse nor James Arblaster 
wear never at once so many coats, hose and 
boots as I do, or else by God we had gone 
therefore ; what we shall yet I cannot say, bat 
I bear me bold on two days amending.^ 
Rathor a short time to recommend his ex« 
perience so confidently. Dated Norwich, 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, 1475.] 



LETTER CCCLXII.— (LXVL vol. ii. p. 1R3.) 

Tliis letter records a most curious conversation between the king, the Duke of Norfolk, and Sir William 
Brandon, relative to Caister. Sir William Brandon was father of Cliarles Brandon, afterwards created Duke 
of Suffolk. 

To Sir John Pastoiiy Knight, lodged at the George, by Paul's Hltar/, in London. 



After all duties of recommendation, please 
it you to understand that I have spoken with 
my lady since I wrote to you last ; and she 
told me tliat the king had no such words to 
my lord for Caister as ye told me ; but she 
saith that the king asked my lord at his de- 
parting from Calais how he would deal with 
Caister, and my lord answered never a word. 
Sir W. Brandon stood by, and the king 
asked him what my lord would do in that 
matter ; saying that he had commanded him 
before time to move my lord with that matter, 
and Sir W. Brandon gave the king to ariswer 
that he had done so ; then the king asked Sir 



W. B. what my lord's answer was to him, and 
Sir W. B. told the king that my lord's ariswer 
was that the king should as soon have his life 
as that place; and then tbe king asked my 
lord whether he said so or not, and my lord 
said, yea. And the king said not one word 
again, but turned his back, and went his way ; 
but my lady told me and (i/) the king had 
spoken any word in the world after that to my 
lord, my lord would not have said him nay. 

And I have given my lady warning that I 
will do my lord no more service; but ere we 
parted she made me to make her (a) promise, 
that I should let her have knowledge ere 1 
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fastened myself in any other service ; and so I 
departed, and see her not since, nor nought 
purpose to do till I speak with you. 

I pray you bring home some hats with you, 
or and {if) ye come not hastily send me one, 
&c. and I shall pay you for it a comb (of) 
oats^ when ye come home. 

My mother would fain have you at Mawte- 
by; she rode thither, out of Norwich on 
Saturday last past to purvey your lodging 
ready against your coming. 

I have been right sick again since I wrote 
to you last,' and this same day have I been 



passing sick ; it will not out of my stomach 
by no mean, I am undone, I may not eat 
half enough when I have most hunger, I am 
so well dieted, and yet it will not be. God 
send you heele (health'), for (/) have none 
three days together, do the best I can. 

Written at Norwich, the Monday next 
before Saint Simon and Jude," in the 15th 
year of Edward IV. 

John Paston. 

Norwich, 
Monday. 23rd of October, 
1475. 15E.IV. 



LETTER CCCLXIII.— (LXVII. vol. ii. p. 187.) 

[This letter contains an account of the death of the Dnke of Norfolk, and of his funeral.] John Mowbray, 
Duke of Norfolk. &c., was retained by Edward IV. to serve him in his wars in France in 1473 ; he married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Talbot, first Earl of Shrewsbury, and died suddenly at his castle of Framlingham 
on the 17th of January. 1475, 15 E. IV., and was buried in the abbey church of Thetford in Norfolk. He left 
an only daughter and heir, Anne, married in her early age to Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, who dying 
witliout issue, the great possessions and honours of this noble family came to Sir John Howard, knight, Lord 
Howard, whose mother was a sister and co-heir of Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk. (Though Sir John 
says the Duke's death occurred " not in the most happy .season" for hun, he instantly took possession of Caister, 
and succeeded in retaining it.] 

TTits letter has no direction, but it is written either to John Paston, Esq,, or Margaret Ptuton, 



LiKe it you to weel^ thal^ not in the most 
happy season for me, it is so fortuned that, 
whereas my Lord of Norfolk, yesterday being 
in good health, this night died about mid- 
night, wherefore it is for all that loved him 
to do and help now that that may be to his 
honour and weal to his soul; and it is so 
that this country is not well purveyed of cloth 
of gold for the covering for his body and 
herse; wherefore every man helping to his 
power, I put the council of my lord in com- 
fort that I hoped to get one for that day, if it 
were so that it be not broken or put to other 
use ; wherefore please it you to send me word if 
it be so that ye have, or can come by, the cloth 
of tissue that I bought for our fiither^s tomb. 



and I undertake it shall be saved again for 
you unhurt at my peril ; I deem hereby to 
get great thanks and great assistance in time 
to come; and that either Syin or Mother 
Brown may deliver it to me to-morrow by 
seven of the clock. 

Item, as for other means I have sent my 
servant Richard Toring to London, which I 
hope shall bring me good tidings again, and 
within four days I hope to see you. 

Written on Wednesday, the 17th day of 
January, in the Idth year of Edward IV. 

John Paston, knight. 

Framlingham, 
Wednesday, 17th of January, 1475. 
15E.IV.- 



LETTER CCCLXIV.— (XXVI. vol. v. p. 121.) 



[John Paston writes to his brother that his 
entering so quickly upon Caister has been 

I In 1475, a comb of oats sold for Hi., we have 
therefore the value of a hat in this reign. (The price 
of " hattca of wolle" in 1480, varied from xiid. to 
\iiid. each; while bonnets,(in the same entry, are 
set down at Hi. vid. and iiis. each. See Sir N. H. 



very ill taken, *' insomuch tihiit some say that 
ye tendered little my lord s death, inasmuch 

Nicolas's ' Wardrobe Expenses of Edward IV.' 
p. 119.] 

' [The extra clothing appears to have been not ao 
efficacious as he had anticipated.] 

3 28th of October. 
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ai ye would lo tooD enter apon him after hit 
deootae, widurat adYiceanduMot of mylord'i 
oouneil; wlieiefoie it iadiouglit here l^ audi 
aa he Toar ftiendf in my lora*f houaey that if 
my lady have once tfaegrant of the wardahip of 
the child,' that dbe wul oceopy Cairter witii 
other landiy and lay the defimlt on yonr un- 
kind haitine» of entry without her aaent; 
wherefore in any wiiegetyoaapataitof die 



king cnwaled helbre her^ an ye nuqr by 
any mean povible.** We diall aee that fliis 
advice waa mceeHftilly ftllowed. The reit 
of the letter ii about raiaing of money ftr 
John PaitoDit who it appean waa going again 
to CalaiSy aa he requerti hit btodwr to ^ 
him escnied from keeping a hone thore fae- 
canae hay was ao deiur. Dated 
TueKlay, Jan. 33, 1475.] 



LETTER CCCLXV.— (LXVIII. yoL ii. p. 191.) 

I hftTe given the whole of flUs letter «e o on w h i g to ae ewe iBtematkm relative to the oidiBaty tmiuMikNM 
ofthetimee. Theaneedote of the Poke <» York'e aanryinf Anne, the daoghter of the de uM M d TWi^y of 
Norfolk. depaBdlng on the dndMM (who mean to have heen left wiOi duld at the dnki^ deeettee) aot 
having a son, ia I neUeve holh new nd eonoiw, and ahowa na that alHaBPea aa well in lanao (hjs aa tt 
preerat, were e^timahwlaceording to fl>e poaaaarioai and peeantoy advantaiea they brought with " 



ThJUU P«fMiy Eiq^ai Natwidtfhe ikiideUvend. 



I BBCOMHEND me to you, letdng you weet 
that I wai informed by Richard Radle that 
one Scailett, that waa under-aheriff to Haf- 
tinga,* would aue to me on your behalf, fbr 
that ye were diijdeaied with a retuni of 
nichiP upon you m the sud Haatinga" time ; 
wherefore Richard Radle diougfat that the 
eaid Scarlett would be glad to giTO a noble 
(6«. Sd.) or a rial (10«.) for a saddle to amends, 
80 that ye would cease and stop the bill 
which ye intend to put into the court against 
his master Hastings. Wherefore the said 
Scarlett came to me, and prayed me to help 
in the same, and so I have done my devoir 
to feel of him the most he can find in his 
stomach to depart with to please you, and 
in conclusion I trow he shall give you a dou- 
blet cloth of silk, price 20«. or thereabout ; 
which, upon such answer as I hear from you, 
i deem that Bishop the attorney shall, if I 
conclude with him on your behalf, pay in 
money or otherwise to whom that ye will 
assign here. 

' 1 [The duchess had just been delivered of a 
daughter, the Lady Aime, mentioned in the preceding 
letter.] 

3 John Hastings was sheriff of Norfolk the pre- 
ceding year. 

3 Nihils, or Nichils, are issuoa which the sheriff 
that is apposed in the Exchequer says are nothing 
worth and illeviable through the insufficiency of.the 
parties from whom due. 



I ahall by die meana of Radle weet at 
whose auit it waa taken out; I deem it aome- 
thing done by craft, by the meana of them 
that have entrene (nUtteai) in your land io 
the intent to noiae it thein^ or to make yoa 
past ihame of die adling thereof. | 

Item, I have received a letter from yoa 
writen on Tuesday last 

Item, where that (wheretu) some towards 
my Lady of Norfolk noise that I did uiddndly 
to send so hastily to Caister as I did, there is 
no discreet person that so thinketh; for if my 
lord had been as kind to me as he might have 
been, and according to such heart and service 
as my grandfather, my father, yourself, and 
I, have ought and done to my Lorda of Nor> 
folk that dead been, and yet (even) if I had 
wedded his daughter yet must I have done as 
I did ; and moreover, if I had haul any deem- 
ing of my lord's death four hours ere he died, 
I must needs but if (unlets) 1 would be known 
a fool have entered it the hour before his de- 
cease ; but in effect they that in that matter 
have always meant unkindly to me, they 
feign that rumour against me; butthere is none 
that meant truly to him that dead is that 
would be son^ that I had it, and in especial 
such as love his soul. 

Item, where(a«) it is deemed that my lady 
would hereafter be the rather mine heavy (im- 
kind) lady for that dealing, I think that she 
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is too reasonable so to be, for I did it not un- 
wist (wiknmvri) to her council ; there was no 
man thought that I should do otlierwise, and 
as to say that I might have had my lady's 
advice and leave, I might have tarried yet 
ere I could have spoken with her, or yet have 
had any body to have moved her there on 
my behalf, as ye wot I did what I could ; 
moreover I tarried by the advice of Sir Ro- 
bert Wingfield three days there, for that he 
put me in comfort that the Lord Howard,^ 
and his brother Sir John, should have come 
to Norwich, at whose coming he doubted not 
but that I should have a good direction taken 
for me in that matter; they lay to me un- 
kindness for overkindness. 

Item, as fcr my matter here, it was this day 
before all the lords of the council, and among 
them idl it was not thought that in my send- 
ing of Wheatley thither, immediately after 
the decease of the duke, that I dealt unkindly 
or unfittingly, but that I was more unreason- 
ably dealt witii; wherefore let men deem 
what they will, greatest clerks are not always 
wisest men ; but I hope hastily to have one 
way in it or other. 

Item, I wend to have found a gown of 
mine here, but it come home tlie same day 
that I come out, brought by Harry Berker, 
loader (carrier), I would in all haste pos- 
sible have that same gown of puke ' furred 
with white lamb. 



Item, I would ha/ve my long russet gown 
of the French rasset in all haste, for I have 
no gown to go in here. 

Item, I pray you recommend me to my 
mother, and let us all pray God send my Lady 
of Norfolk a son, for upon that resteth much 
matter; for if the king's son' marry my 
lord's daughter, the king would that his son 
should have a fair place in Norfolk though he 
should give me two times the value in otlier 
land as I am done to weet (informed) . I pray 
you send me word of my lady's speed as 
soon as ye can. 

Item, as for Bowen I shall feel him (sound 
his inclination) f and should have done though 
ye had not sent. 

Item, there is offered me a good marriage 
for my sister Anne, Skipwith's son and heir 
of Lincolnshire, a man (of) 500 or 600 marks 
(between 300/. and 400/.) by the year. 

No more. Written at London the 27th day 
of January, in the 15th year of Edward IV. 

Item, my Lady of Exeter * is dead, and if. 
was said, that both the old Duchess of Norfolk,^ 
and the Countess of Oxford, * were dead, 
but it is not so yet. 

Item, I shall remember Calais both for 
horse and all, &c. 

London, Saturday, 
27th of January, U75. 15 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCLXYL— (XXVII. vol. v. p. 125.) 



[John Paston writes to Lord Hastings in this 
letter, recommending to him a person "meet 
to be clerk of your kitchen." The descrip- 
tion of him is minute, and the qualifications 

> Afterwards Duke of Nurfolk. 

^ Puck or pouk is an old GSothic word signifying 
the devil, see Pierce Flownum, Spencer, &c. Hence 
puke became synonymous to black, or dark gray, 
and consequently migiit be used for mourning. In 
Barrett's Aiveare, 1580, it is explained as a colour 
between russet and black, and is rei^dered in Latin 
by pullus. On Good Friday the lord mayor and 
aldermen always wore their petrke gnwens. 

' Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, second son 
of King Edward IV. in January, 1477, married Anne, 
sole daughter and heir of John Mowbcay, late Duke 
of Norfolk. 

* A nne, daughter of Richard I>uke of York, sister 

VOL. II. 



curious enough for one filling such an office. 
** This man is mean of f^ middle] stature, 
young enough, wellwittea, well mannered; a 
goodly young man on horse and foot; he is well 

of Edward IV., and widow of Henry Holland, the 
last Duke of Exeter, her first husband ; she died 14th 
of January, 147&, and lies buried with Sir Thomas St. 
Leger, knijfht, her second husband, in a private 
chapel at Windsor. 

s Ellenor, only daughter of William Bourchier, 
Earl of Ewe, in Normandy, and widow of John 
Mowbray. Duke of Norfolk. 

* Margaret, daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of 
Salisbury, and wife of John de Verc, Earl of Oxford, 
now a prisoner in the castle of Hammes, in Picardy : 
or it may refer to Elizabeth, widow of Uie late Earl 
of Oxford, and daughter and heir of Sir John Howard^ 
knight. 
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gpoken in EnglUh, meetly well in French, 
and very perfect in Flemish ; he can write 
and read ; his name is Richard Stratton, his 
mo&er is Mistress Grame of Calais; and 
when I had showed him mine intent, he was 
agreeable and yery glad if that it might 



please your lordship to accept hioa into your 
service.'* He also mentions having ]nt>cured 
two other persons for his lordship*s service, 
but these seem to be intended to serve in a 
military capacity. The letter is dated tiot- 
wich, Saturday, March %, 1475-6.] 



LETTER CCCLX VII.— (XXVIII. vol. v. p. 131.) 



[Sib John Paston in this letter announces 
to his brother or mother his having crossed the 
sea to Calais, and being safe and well at 
Guisnes. He had gone with the governor of 
Calais, Lord Hastings, and informs his 
brother that a Master Fitswalter intended to 
return to England in order to settle at Attle- 
borough, and how extremely well* disposed 
the said Fitzwalter was toward him. This 
Fitzwalter was son of John Ratcliffe, Lord 



Fitzwalter in right of his wife, and who was 
killed at Ferrybridge in 1460. Marter Fitz- 
walter was himself summon^ to parliasaent 
as Lord Fitzwalter in 1485, but joining in 
the rebellion of Perkin Warbeek, he was taken 
prisoner, and confined in Calaisf he attempted 
to escape from thence, but was retaken and 
bdbeaded. The letter is dated Tuesday, 
March 12, 1475-6.] 



LETTER CCCLXVIII.— <XXIX. voL v. p. 133.) 



iTHE first part of this letter, which is from 
ohn Paston in Norwich to his mother, dated 
Tuesday, March, 1475-6, informs her that 
" my lady," probably the Duchess of Norfolk, 
had been inquiring whether she would be 
present at her accouchement, and recommends 
that she should accede to her wishes as it might 
be advantageous. In the latter part two curious 
subjects are noticed. He says : — " Here was 
here with me yesterday, a man from the prior 
of Bromholm, to let me have knowledge of 
the ill speech which is in the country now of 
new that the tomb [of his father] is not made, 
and also he saith that the cloth ttiat lieth over 
the grave is all torn and rotten, a^d is not 



worth twopence, and he saith he hatii patched 
it once or twice, wherefore the prior bath sent 
to you at the least to send thither a new cloth 
before Easter." The other subject — the in- 
ability to procure tiles in a town like Nor- 
wich, — is a remarkable instance of the want of 
progress in manufactures. He writes, '^ Master 
Stoley prayeth you, for God's sake, and ye 
will do no alms of tile, that he might borrow 
some of you till he may buy some and pay 
you again; for one, the fairest chamber of 
the fryars, standeth half uncovered for default 
of tile, for here is none to get for no money." 
Dated Tuesday, March, 1475-6.] 



"H 



LETTER CCCLXIX.— (LXIX. vol. ii. p. 1 99.) 

This letter furnishes us with a curious anecdote relative to Earl Rivers, who, we may supx>ose, had been on a 
pilgrimage to Rome; for Caxton tells us, that he was " sometime full vertuonsly occupied ingoyng of 
pilgrimagis :*' he likewise procured " greet and large indulgance and grace from our holy fader the pope." 
But it is plain he had not procured a papal protection f^om robbers. 

To Mrs. Margaret Paston, at Norwich, or her ton John Paston, Esq,, and to each of them. 

I RECOMMEND me to you ; like it you to weet, and I shall come into England the week 
that I am not certain yet whether my lord [ before Easter, or else the week after Easter; 
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-wherefore, mother, I beseech you to take no 
dUpleasure with me for mj long tarrymg, 
for I must do none otherwise for (/ear of) dis- 
pleasing of my lord. 

I was nothing glad of this journey if I 
might goodly have chosen; nevertheless, 
saving tibat ye have cause to be displeased 
with me for the matter of Koketts, I am else 
right glad, for I hope that I am far more in 
favour with my lord than I was tofore. 

Item, I send you, brother John, a letter 
herewith, which was brought hither to Calais 
irom the George at Paul's Wharf; I deem it 
Cometh from my brother Walter. 

Item, if ye intend hitherwards, it were 
well done that ye hygthed (^'«i/) you, for I 
suppose that my lord will take the view of all 
his retinue her^ now before his departing ; 
and I think that he would be better content 
with your coming now than another time ; do 
as ye think best, and as ye may. 

Item, where(a«) Master Fitzwalter made 
me to write to you to advise you to tarry, 
I remit that to your discretion. 

As for tidings here we hear from all the 
world ; first, the Lord Rivers was at Rome 
right well and honourably, and other lords 
of England, as the Lord Hurmonde, ^ the 
Lord Scrope,' and at their departing, twelve 
miles on this half Rome, the Lord Rivers was 
robbed of all his jewels and plate, which was 
worth 1000 marks* (666/. 13«. 4</.) or 
better, and is returned to Rome for a remedy. 



Item, the Duke of Burgundy^ hath con- 
quered Lorrain, and Queen Margaret' shall 
not now by likelihood have it; wherefore 
the French king cherisheth her but easily' 
{tlightly. Utile) \ but after this conquest of 
Lorrain, the oidce took great courage to go 
upon the land of the Swiss to conquer them, 
but they berded (confronted ) him at an unset 
(unlookedfor) place, and hath distressed him, 
and hath slain the most part of his vanward, 
and won all his ordnance and artillery, and 
moreover all stuff that he had in his host, 
except men and horse, that fled not; but 
they rode that night twenty miles; and so 
the rich salets, 7 helmets, garters, nowches* 
gelt (ffoU), and all is gone, with tents, 
pavilions, and all, and so men deem his 
pride is abated ; men told him that they were 
froward carles, but he would not bdieve it, and 
yet men say that he will to them again ; Gk>d 
speed them both. 

Item, Sir John Myddleton took leave of 
the duke to sport him, but he is set in prison 
at Brussels. 

I pray you send me some word, if ye think 
likely iat I may enter Caister when I will, 
by the next messenger. 

Written at Calais, in reasonable health of 
body and soul, I thank God, the 2l8t day of 
March, in the sixteenth year of Edward IV. 

John Paston, knight. 

Calais, Thunday. 
2l8t of March, 1475. 16 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCLXX.— (XXX. vol. v. p. 139.) 



[John Paston writes from Norwich to his 
mother of his brother, Sir John, having sud- 
denly departed for London to the king *'for 



1 Quaere, LordOrmond? 

* John Lord Scroop, of Bolton. 

' Allowing for the difference of weight, and value 
of money between this and the present thne, he lost 
to the amount of nearly 4000/. 

* During the preceding autumn th^ Duke of 
Burgundy, having subdued the whole duchy of 
Lorrain, he now attacked the Swiss, and took a 
town called Granson iust as a body of troops were 
arriving to its relief; these he went to meet as they 
came down the narrow passes of the mountains; 
when his army, being seised with a panic, fled, and 



the surety of the manor of Caister." The 
cloth of gold, presented to the Duchess of 
Norfolk by Margaret Paston, it appears had 



left his baggage to be plundered by the enemy. 
Within a short time after this he besieged Morat, a 
small town near Bern, when a battle ensued in which 
he was totally routed. 

^ This queen had been lately delivered from her 
imprisonment in the Tower, to the FVench king, 
on nis engaging to pay 50,000 crowns for her ransom. 

<> So in Letter xv.^vol. i.,p.9, " I have but easy 
stuff of money," that is, littie $tore of money. 

^ Light head-pieces. 

8 Embossed ornammts— chains— bucldes, 8oo. 

H 2 
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been returned; and Sir Jofan aayi; "Sir 
Bobert Wingfield offered me ynterday twenty 
maAi^UL6i.8d.)tuiH; but I wot well ye 
ihall have mora for it, if ye will tell it." It 
will be Ken tnnn a lubiequent lettei that it 
WBI tofaeuldinarderbipnrchaieaclattifor 
her hiubuid'i tomb, which we have already 
■een had been mach neglected. The latter 



part of the letter illiidea to lo 
matter, implying that the "lioetei 
who bad beeii rebuking "our 
" playing wantijn," " hath gotter 
thing to pky » ith, that our other 
have leave to apart them. God 
of it." The letter is dated Sun 
June, H76.] 



LETTER CCCLXXI.— CXXXI.yol.y. p. Ul.) 



riH tliii letter, dated Norwich, May 6, 1476, 
J. Paatan writes to hi> brother Sir John again 
on the old mbject of marriage. Heiaya: "I 
undentand that MiitieM Fitcwalter bath a 
liiter, a maid, to marry ; I tiow, an ye oi- 
tmi«d him, ^e might come into Cbriitiau 
men'i hands. I pray you apeak with Maater 
Fitiwalter of that matter ; and ye may tell 
him that nnce he will have my aeryice, it 
were a* good, an tuch a ba^ain might be 



mad^ that both (he and I awaited 
and my miatreu hi< wife, at our own 
I alone to awiut on him at hia coat, for 
aliDuld be aure that I iliould not be fii 
J had Bucb a i^uarrel (^quany) to kei 
home; an 1 have liia good will, it 
impoaaibleto bring about." He bad e 
notteeu the lady, but be is constan 
old idea of bargaining hia marriage.] 



LETTER CCCLXXII.— (XXXII. vol. i. p. 145.) 



[Sir John Paston writes from London to hi» 
mother or brotberofhia good success in having 
at length procured a decree for the restitution 
of the manor of Caisfer, which " now lacketh 
nothing but the privy aeala, and writing to 
Maetet Colvill to avoid." He says, bow- 
ever, "that it shall cost me great money and 
hath cost me much labour; it is so that the 
king muat have an hundred marka (66f. 13(. 
idX and other costs will draw forty marks 
(m 13i. 4d.)." He adds that be ihall 
"have much pain lo get so much money," 
but ho|ies to accomplish it with the assistance 
of bis uncle William, the resource in all 



straits. He lets us into an approjciir 
the real value of Caisfer with great 
for he states that "the king wou 
bought it. but he was informed of tb 
and that it was not for a prince, an 
great price that I would eell it at, fi 
mightnot forbear [i/ouiiVAour] it, for 
he should have paid two mousatiii 
(1333/. 6.. Brf.), or more if he had 
Sir John seems to have been greatly 
by bis success, for be addresses his 
as John Paston, kiiiglit, and he dates 1 
on Monday the 26tb of May, 1470, ; 
being in fact the 20tb,] 



LETTER CCCLXXIII.— (XX.\III. 

[B letter contains a very curious notice of l come to ti 
e baiyaiaing in marriage. It is from Sir I iibjt 
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felt [understood] by you ye should have with 
the gentlewoman but four hundred marks 
(266/. 13». id.)] nevertheless I agree; but ye 
shall understand that I will not be bound for 
you that ye shall make her jointure past 20/. 
by year, within a certain day limited, be it 
one year or two, that is the largest that ye 
may perform ; for as for the manor of Spar- 
ham, my mother and ye accord not in your 
sayings; she will nought grant you therein 
while she liveth, save, as she saith to me, she 
hath granted you ten marks (6/. 13«. id.) 
by year till 40/. be paid, that is but six 
years ; and after her death she will agree with 
good will, so that it may your proferment 
[preferment — advantage], th&t ye should have 
that manor in jointure with your wife to the 
longer liver of you both, paying ten marks 
(6/. 13». 4d.) by year, so [imperfect in M.S.] 
or as she will that it shall be ; therefore as 
for fifty marks (33/. 6». 8rf.) jointure, I pray 
you bind me in no such clause ; but if it be 
for 20/. by a reasonable day, and twenty 
marks (13/. Sa. Sd.) after the decease of my 
mother." He then goes on to say, " ye make 



you surer than I deem you be, for I deem 
that her friends will not be content with 
Bedingfield's surety, nor yours ; I deem this 
matter will occupy longer leisure than ye 
deem for. Item, I remember that this money 
that she should have is not ready, but in the 
hands of merchants of the staple, which at a 
proof ye shall find per case so slack payers 
that ye might be deceived thereby ; I know 
divers have lost money ere they could get 
their dues out of the staple." This is very 
curious, as the merchants of the staple have 
been generally considered as so opulent, that 
their security would have been undeniable. 
If the lady here in question was Mistress 
Fitzwalter's sister, the negotiation was fruit- 
less, as the marriage was not effected. Sir 
John then reminds his brother of '* the gown 
cloth of old camblet, I would have it home 
for my sister Ann, ye forgot it ; I pray you 
send it home by the next messenger." He 
concludes his letter by saying, " Blessed be 
God, I have Caister at my will ; God hold it 
better than it (has) done heretofore." Dated 
Sunday, Jmie 30, 1476.] 



LETTER CCCLXXIV.-<XXXI V. voL v. p. 153.) 



[Margaret Paston being absent ftt)m home, 
though it is not said where, writes to her 
steward or some trusty domestic, about various 
matters, in all of which he has given her 
much satisfaction. The principal matter is 
of her son Walter. We must premise that 
she says some letters had miscarried that 
should have been brought by Thomas Holler's 
son. She then proceeds — " Wherefore I pray 
you heartily, if it be no disease to you, that 
ye will take the labour to bring Walter where 
he should be, and to purvey for him that he 
may be set in good and sad [«o6«r] rule, for 
I were loath to lose him, for I trust to have 
more joy of him than I have of them that be 
older ; though it be more cost to me to send 
you forth with him, I hold me pleased, for I 
wot well ye shall best purvey for him, and 
for such things as is necessary for him, than 
another should do, after mine intent. As for 
any horse to lead his gear, methink it were 
best that ye purvey at Cambridge, less than 



(unless) ye can get any carrier from thence to 
Oxford more hastily, and I marvel that the 
letters come not to me, and whether I may 
lay the default to the father or to the son 
thereof. And I will Walter should be coupled 
with a better than Holler's son is there, as he 
shall be ; howbeit I would not that he should 
make never the less of him, by cause he is his 
countryman and neighbour ; and also I pray 
you write a letter in my name to Walter, 
after that ye have known mine intent before 
this to him ward ; so that he do well, learn 
well, and be of good rule and disposition, 
there shall nothing fail him that I may help 
with so that it be necessary to him ; and bid 
him that he be not too hasty of taking of 
orders that should bind him, till that he be of 
twenty-four years of age or more, though he 
be counselled the contrary, for often rape 
(haste) rueth. I will love him better to be a 
good secular man tlian a lewd (ignorant) 
priest." The whole of this is said in good 
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■cmnd leose and in most excellent feeling, 
and is alike honourable to her head and her 
hearty and creditable to her epistolary powers. 
The object of this good counsel and maternal 
care was her fouru son ; he took his degree 
at Oxford in 1479, and died soon afterwards. 
The rest of her letter relates to the illness of 
her cousin Bemeys, and here her good and 
right feelings are again displayed. She says^ 
*' And ( pray you gif my white wine, or any 
of my waters, or any other thing that I have 
that is in your award, may do him comfort, 
let him have it, for I would be right sorry if 
anything should come to him but good ; and 
for God 8 sake advise him to do mue his will 
if it be not done, and to do well to my cousin 
his wife, and else it were pity." She after- 
wards remembers ''that water of mint or water 



of millefoil (yarrow — AdiiUafa miiiefolitan) 
were good for my cousin Bemey to drink for 
to nuuce him to brouke; and if tbey send to 
Dame Elizabeth Calthorpe, there ye shall not 
fail of one or both, she Wh other waters to 
make folks to brouke.'* We do not know 
exactly the meaning of "brouke;" in Percy's 
Reliques the word "brok" is used in the sense 
of enjoy or please, but it will not bear ihat 
meaning. It may be from the Grerman 6fv- 
chen, to be sick, but mint- water can hardly be 
an emetic. She speaks very favourably of 
die place where she is staying : '' Me likedi 
mine abiding and the country here right weU, 
and I trust when summ^ cometh and fair 
weather I shall like it better, for I am cherished 
here but too well.'* This interesting letter ii 
dated Monday, Jan. about 1476 or 1477.] 



LETTER CCCLXXV.— (XXX V. vol. v. p. 159.) 



[This letter is from Dame Elizabeth Brews, 
the wife of Sir Thomas Brews, of Stinton 
Hall in Salle, and of Topcroft, to John Paston, 
and is chiefly interesting as being the com- 
mencement of a new treaty for a wife, that at 
length proved successfuL Dame Brews seems 
from the first to have been decidedly favour- 



able to him, and this letter contains an urgent 
invitation to come to Topcroft and meet some 
of her influential relations, she promising in 
the mean time that she will " go as well and 
as rightfully and as consciensly (cotuden" 
ticut^) as I can for both the parties.** It is 
dated Jan. or Feb. of either 1476 or 1477.] 



LETTER CCCLXXVI.--(XXXVI. vol. v. p. 161.) 



[Another letter, evidently quickly following 
the preceding, from Dame Elizabeth Brews to 
John Paston. She gives the following ac- 
count of the progress she has already made. 
*' I sent mine husband a bill of the matter 
that ye know of, and he wrote another bill to 
me again touching the same matter, and he 
would that ye should go unto my mistress 
your mother, and assay if ye might get the 
whole 20/. into your hands, and then he 
would be more glad to marry with you, and 
will give you an 100/.; and, cousin, that 
day that she is married my father [Sir Giles 
Debenham] will give her fifty marks (33/. 6«. 
8d.), But an we accord I shall give you a 
great treasure, that is, a witty gentlewoman, 



and, if I say it, both good and virtuous ; for 
if I should take money for her I would not 
give her for a 1000/. ; but, cousin, I trust you 
so much, that I would think her well beset 
on you an she^ were worth much more." 
Parental fondness is here very pleasingly 
exhibited, but the sums mentioned on each 
side are much smaller than any that John 
Paston had been bargaining for previously, 
and we may, therefore, hope that he properly 
estimated her goodness and virtue. The letter 
concludes with another invitation to Topcroft. 
It is dated in Jan. or Feb. about 1476-7. 



\ 



* [Erroneously printed ge in Fcnn.] 
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LETTER CCCLXXVIL— (LXX. vol. ii. p. 205.) 

The politicians of these times, we here see. looked upon the death of Charles the Bold, Duke of Bargundj, 
as an event of great importance to all Europe. He was dismounted firom his horse, and slain in a battle 
fought on the 5Ui of January, 1476, before Nancy, the capital city of Lorrain, between his forces and those 
of Kenate, Duke of Lorrain. 

7b Jc^ PastoHy Esq., at Norwi(^, in haste* 



I RECOMMEND me to you; letting you weet 
that yesterday began the great council, to 
which all the estates of the land shall come 
to, but if (unless') it be for great and reason- 
able excuses; and I suppose the chief cause 
of this assembly is to commune what is best 
to do now upon the great change by the 
death of the Duke of Burgundy, and for the 
keeping of Calais and the Marches, and for 
the preservation of the amities taken lately, 
as well with France as now with the members 
of Flanders ; whereto I doubt not there shall 
be in all haste both the Dukes of Clarence 
and Gloucester, whereof I would that my 
brother Edmund wist. 

Item, I feel but little effect in the labour 
of W. Alyngton, nevertheless I deem it is 
not for you, she shall not pass 200 marks as 
far as I can understand apart. 

Item, I will not forget you otherwise. 

Item, it is so that this day I hear great 
likelihood that my Lord Hastings shall 
hastily go to Calais with great company; if 
I think it be for you (/or your advantage) to 
be one, I shall not forget you. 

Item, this day the matter between Mrs. 



Anne Hawte and me hath been soor (m a 
sure manner^ broken both to the cardinal,^ 
to my lord cnamberlain,* and to myself, and 
I am in good hope; when I hear and know 
more, I shall send you word. 

It seemeth that the world is all quavering, 
it will reboil somewhere, so that I deem 
young men shall be cherished, take your 
heart to you; I fear that I cannot be ex- 
cused, but that I shall forth with my Lord 
Hastings over the sea, but I shall send you 
word in haste, and if I go I hope not to tarry 
long. 

Item, to my brother Edmund. I am like 
to speak with Mistress Dixon in haste, and 
some deem that there shall be condescended 
that if E. P» (Edmund Paston) come to 
London that his costs shall be paid for. 

I shall hastily send you word of more 
things. 

Written at London, the 14th day of Feb- 
ruary, in the 16tfa year of Edward IV., the 
Friday afore Fastingong (Fasting-going, i. e. 
Lent), John Paston, knight, 

Lonlon, Friday, 14th of 
February, 1476. 16 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCLXXVIII.— (LXXI. vol. ii. p. 209.) 

This is another curious letter firom Lady Brews. We here see that the custom of choosing valentines was a 

sport practised in the houses of the gentry at this time. 

To mg worshipful cousin, John Pastonfi be this bill delivered, 8fc, 

such time as ye and I were at a point But 
ye have made her such (ait) advocate for 
you, that I may never have rest night nor 
day for calling and crying upon to bring the 
said matter to effect, &c. 



Cousin, I recommend me unto you, thanking 
you heartily for the great cheer ye made me 
and all my folks the last time that I was at 
Norwich ; and ye promised me that ye would 
never break the matter to Margery^ unto 

1 Thomas Bourchier, Archbbhop of Canterbury. 

•» William, Lord Hastings. Though this hnnort- 
ant business between Sir John Pastou and Mrs. 
Anne Hawte has been so often mentioned, it has 
never been so clearly stated as to be exactly ascer- 
tained. 



* John Fsstcm was the next brother to Sir John . 
Paston. knight, and his heir in 1479. He was high- 
sheriff of Norfolk, &c.. in 1485. created a knight 
banneret in 1487. and died in 1508. * 

* Margery, daui^ter of Sii TVv^Msta^vss&^'^Kia^sawSsv 
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And, cooiin, upon Ttidkj ii Saait Yalmi- 
tine'i Day, Kid utnj tnra dtnndi him > 
mikt (mM) ; aad if it like joa t» «o>m on 
TkaaOvf at nUrt^aad m foftj jvaAti 
j» iMT B^i*^ f^*— till Mnidair, I tnut to 
Odd that 7« slwll M ipMk to mine bmbuid ; 
■ud I dull pnj Aat wa riiall faring flu 



Tlat^ nldna il tli* tot iti 
ftt J* will b« I 



which h«Te ;ou cm in hi* merciful 
ing, Ac B; yoai coiuin, 

Damb Kluabeth B] 
Odianindull be oUled b; God* 



^Bi^ad 



(p^^e^j^J),, 



LRTTKB CCCLXXII^-CLXXII.Tol.ii.p.ail.) 

m*, mUm 1 1— ■> tfaoorii Baaqaal^ ihyiM, Huvp wrlttv 
•tiBdaBUBH.aBiidi pariHpalanwioiig. Tha UdT 
la tlM latttr, ud irii£ > bMiiaiBf modeMy ooidaTa I. 




BiORi t wa wu d and wordiipfiil, and mjr right 
wdl-lniond Valentine, I nmnuueud me 
auto yon, fbll heartily deriring to hear uf 
TOUT welfiwe, which I baeediAlmigbtr Qod 
long for to preieTTe unto hii pleMiue and 
yuur faaait'i deiire. 

And if itpleaieyoa toheuof mywclbre, 
I am ant in good lieele (lieallh) of body noi 
of hetut, nor Siall be till 1 bhir from jou ; 

For (bfln vottji (ihtam) bo eraftlun vlut ptLa 

(faftt 1 andoiv. 
ADd Dk to btit^dfif mvllfii.lim It not 

And m; lady my mother haAi laboured 
the matter lo my fadiet full diUgentlj, but 
ahe can no moie get than ye know of, fbr the 
which God knowelh I am fall aorry. Bat if 



Pgthm,Eiq.,l»Aitbia<UiMnd, Sfi;. 
And IT y* aDmund i» to kMT n» troav 
I i3a I irlU da all Bij DiEght yna to lo- 

liin ihill not me l« n Air la do. ' 
Uine neut ma btdi evfrrnaore la love yoi 

Trul; one all eaithlT tbloi. 
And tr thar be ncm B wnlh. 

No more to yoa at thi« time, but thi 
Trinity have you in keeping; and 1 b 
you that thi> bill be iiot aeeu of Doue e 
creature lare only younelf, &c. 

And thti letter wai endited at To 
with (iiB heavy heart, Ac. 




pluuun. it irould gin 
fm'U«Qdbllilv™|ilM 
llwy were. Til* IWIOI 

klDil-liuned, uid ti%b 
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LETTER CCCLXXX.— (LXXnr.vol. ii.p. 215.) 

{iTehei lo find Hint he woiiM mury hec v.ilhth« fiwbiiiis her biher 



-I.} 
Ti my right a/ill-btlot'td co 



R:aHT wDnhipTuI and wdl-belored Valeii' 
tine, in m; mint humble wik I recommend 
in« unto ;au, &c. And heartily I ihoiik you 
for the lettei which tint ye lend me by Johu 
Beckertoii, whereby I underatond and know 
that ye be purpMed to come to Topcroft in 
aliort time, and without any errand ot matter 
but only to haye a coDGlmioo of the matter 
betwiit my father and you; Iwouldbemo»t 
glad of any creature alive k that the matter 
might grow to ell'ect. And thereai (vAirmi) 
ye say, and (*/) ye come and find the matter 
no more towards you thaiL ye did aforetime, 
ye would no more put my father and my 
lady my raollier to no CMt nor biuiueH fi» 
tlintrauM agoodwblle afler, which cauaeth 
mine Iwart to be full heavy ; and if dut ye 
come, and the mailer take to none elfect, 
then ihould 1 be much more lorry aud full of 



i one thoTou^dy HBhanwd ot the bcolceriDg ipirlt of hftr 
iLDg " tUe merrieit nuiden on ground " coiud m miy case 

a, Jokn Potion, Etq., bt thii letter deVterrd, S^. 



God kuowetb ; and I let you plaii 
itand that my father will no more money 
part wilhal in that behaJf, but an 100/. and 
50 marki (33/. 6.. ftt), which is right far 
from the accomplithmeut of yout desire- 
Wherefore, if that yecould be content with 
that good and my poor penon I would be 
the merriett maiden on ground; and if ye 
think not yourself lo aatiified, or that ye 

underetood by you afore ; good, tnic, and 
loving Valentine, that ye take no luch labour 
upon you ai to come more for that mntter, 
but let (lehal) ia, pau, and never more to be 
iipaken of, a> I may be youi liue lover and 
beadwoman during my life. 

No more unto you at thi» lltoe, but Al- 
mighty Jeiu raeserve you both body and 
«)ul,&c 

By your Valentine, 

HABQEHr BuEwa. 



LETTER CCCLXXXI.— (LXXIV.vol. ii. p.217.) 

niUMl by a cammnD friend o( birth Iho pitiea. who ipperm anllcilnui for Iho miRUgs 
uJ.Putoa Ihal iaidiUiLon tn iIib foniine inUmdeil to b« glvea by Sir rhomu 



I fwwia pomiilM > ■nBBjatty of jw produdm of their Isndnl prnpeity. had gml difficulty In 
lllahiBn^. the adeitiliuiaBt fn three y«n of Iha muiW ouplsvu thought IcH of 



Bran, the tWnttiuv ot h« < 
U. Awllwhtin. ■■ tioB 
tbelriuRl^ta. LTMa h a itrildDg 



*T-] 



atl»mrriililmni ip/ Umialer,JtliM Pnt<m.E,q.,UlkUbillikliomd,!^. 

my lady hath pfo(ftr*d with her, 20O marka 
(133/. fi.. Hd), and I data aay, that hec 
chamber and arayment (appanl) ihall bo 
worth 100 marks (GliL 13«. id,), aud I 
heard my lady tay (hat and (if) the 
required, botli ye atid aha ahould have 
boa«l with ray lady l!ic« ^«» ifcrn. 
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would that ye should labour the matter to 
my master, for it should be the better. 
And I heard my lady say, 

'* That it wu a feeUe oak. 
That was cat down at the first stroke." 

And ye be beholden unto my lady for her 
good word, for she hath never praised you 
too much.^ 



Sir, like as I promised you, I am your 
man, and my good will ye shall have in 
word and deed, &c. 

And Jesu have you in his merciful keep- 
ing, &c. 

By your man, 

THOBiAS Kejul. 

February, 1476-7. 
16 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCLXXXII.-<LXXV. vol. ii. p. 221.) 

We find by fliis letter Aat J. Pssfeon was as desirous of having sll obstacles to the match removed, as ibe 
lady eovM. be, and now writes horn the house where die was, and to whkh I soppoee he wmit on tte 
reoeipt of her last letter. He takes great pains to explain the leaaon for the meeting at Norwich to have 
been fixed by his desire, fearing his mother might have been displeased with any alteration in the originsl 
plan. [To us it rather appears uut, not being able to get a hamr tbrtune, and having been so repeatedly 
disappointed, he had made up his mind to aeeept of Ais, siul to trost to fiitnre expectations'; hewng 
that his ftituKe iktiier-in-Uiw woold be kind to him, " dumgh lie be hard to me as yet" What eoald indnee 
Sir. J. Fain to say that he " wasas derixoos of having all obstacles removed as the lady could be/* we 
cannot ooncdve. His care for his moOier is, however, a redeeming trait in his character.] 

7b mif right worthijifiU mother, Margara PattoH, 



Right worshipful mother, after all dutief of 
recommendation, in as humble wise as I can 
I beseech you of your daily blessing. Mother, 

gease it you to weet, that the cause that 
ame Elisabeth Brews desireth to meet with 
you at Norwich, and not at Lai^ley as I ap* 
pointed with you at my last being at Mauteliy, 
IS by my means; for my brother Thomas 
Jermyn, which knoweth nought of the mate 
(match) y telleth me that the Causey ere ye 
can come to Bokenham Ferry is so overflown 
that there is no man that may on ethe [in 
eate] pass it, though he be right well horsed ; 
which is no meet way for you to pass over, God 
defend (forbid) it. But^ all thmgs reckoned, 
it shall be less cost to you to be at Norwich, 
as for a day or tweyn and pass not [not 
beyoncS], than to meet at Lemgley, where 
everything is dear; and your horse may be 
sent home again the same Wednesday. 

Mother, I beseech you for diverse causes 
that my sister Anne may come with you to 
Norwich ; mother, the matter is in a reason- 
able good way, and I trust with God's mercy, 
and with your good help, that it shall take 
effect better to mine advantage than I told 
you of at Mauteby ; for I trow there is not a 
kinder woman living than I shall have to my 

1 That is, deservedly praised you ; for though she 
hath praised you much, her praise is not above your 
merit. 



mother-in-law if the matter take; nor yet a 
kinder father-in-law than I shall have, though 
he be hard to me as yet. 

All tbe circumstances of the matter, which 
I trust to tell you at your coming to Norwich, 
could not be written in three leaves of paper, 
and ye know my lewd (poor) head well 
enough, I may not write long, wherefore I 
fery over (drfer) all things till I may await 
on you myself. I shall do tonnen (cause to 
be tunned) into your place a dozen ale, and 
bread according, against Wednesday. If 
Sym might be forborn (spared) it were well 
done that he were at Norwich on Wednesday 
in the morning at market. Dame Elizabedi 
Brews shall lie at John Cook's ;' if it might 
please you, I would be glad that she might 
dine in your house on Thursday, for tbeie 
should you have most secret talking. 

And, mother, at the reverence of God 
beware that ye be so purveyed for that ye 
take no cold by the way towards Norwidi, 
for it is the most perilous March that ever 
was seen by any man's days that now liveth ; 
and I pray to Jesu preserve you and yours. 

Written at Topcroft the 8th day of March. 

Your son and humble servant, 

John Paston. 
Topcroft, Saturday, 
8th of March, 1476-7. 17 E. IV. 



3 John Cook was mayor of Norwich in 1464. 
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LETTER CCCLXXXIII.— (LXX VI. vol. ii. p. 225.) 

This letter, I mipnoae, accompanied one from J. Pbston, in which the exact trams were specified, to his brother 
Sir John. Sir Thomas Brews seemed to expect that Sir John Paston would likewise do something for his 
brother on this occasion. [Sir Thomas seems certainly to be a "hard" determined man. but John Paston 
appears to have wrung at least the loan of a considerable sum Ax>m him. Sir Thomas died in 1482.] 

7b my right wonhipfid oouiin, Sir John Patttm, Knight, be this letter delivered, 8(c, 

Right worshipful, and my heartily well^be* 
loved cousin, I recommend me unto you, 
desiring to hear of your welfare, which I pray 
God may be as continually good as I would 
have mine own; and, cousin, the cause of 
my writing unto you, at this time, is I feel 
(^perceive) well by my cousin John Paston 
your brother, that ye have understanding of a 
matter which is in communication touching 
a marriage, with God*8 grace, to be concluded 
betwixt my said cousin your brother and my 
daughter Margery, which is far communed 
and not yet concluded, nor neither shall nor 
may be till I have answer from you again 
of your good will and assent to the said 
matter; and also of the obligation which 
tiiat I send you herewith; for, cousin, I 
would be sorry to see either my cousin your 
brother, or my daughter, driven to live so 
mean a life as they should do, if the six 
score pounds should be paid (out) of their 
marriage money ; and, cousin, I liave taken 
myself so near in levying^ of this said six 
score pounds, that whereas I had laid up an 



100/. for the marriage of a younger daughter 
of mine, I have now lent the said 100/., and 
20/. over that, to my cousin your brother, to be 
paid again by such easy days as the obligation 
which I send you herewith specifies. 

And, cousin, I were right loath to bestow 
so much upon one daughter that the other her 
sisters should fare the worse; wherefore, 
cousin, if ye will that this matter shall take 
effect under such form as my cousin your 
brother hath written unto you, I pray you 
put thereto your good will, and some of your 
cost^ as I have done of mine more largely 
than ever I purpose to do to any two of her 
sisters, as God knoweih mine intent, whom I 
beseech to send you your levest (dearest) 
heart's desire. 

Written at Topcroft, the 8th day of March, 
&c. By your cousin, 

Thomas Brews, knight, 

Topcroft, 

Saturday. 8th of March, 

1476. 17E. IV. 



LETTER CCCLXXXIV.— (XXXVII. vol. v. p. 165.) 



[Sir John Paston here writes firom Calais to 
his brother John about his marriage with 
Margery Brews, with which match he seems 
well content, saying, " Bykerton telleth me 
thaf she loveth you well ; if I died, I had lever 
ye liad her than the Lady Wargrave [fVcUde' 
gravel, nevertheless shesingeth well with an 
harp." The Lady Wargrave appears to 
have been another sought -for match of the 
indefatigable John Paston's, and even yet an- 
other is alluded to somewhat humorously in 
this same letter. Sir John Paston says, " as for 
this matter of H^tress Burley I hold it but a 




bare thing ; I hold that it passeth not [here 
the number is torn from the Utter'] marks, I 
saw her for your sdKe ; she is a little one, she 
may be a woman hereafter if she be not old 
now ; her person seemeth thirteen years of age, 
her years men say be full eighteen ; she 
knoweth not of the matter I suppose, never- 
theless she desired to see me, as glad as I was 
to see her.'* The letter is dated Sunday, 
Ma rch 9, 1476-7.] 

1 Fenu has leatmg in mistake, which he translates 
'partii^ with.* Levying is used in the sense of 
rainng. 
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LETTER CCCLXXXV 

[John Paston writes from Norwich to his 
brotlier Sir John at Calais, about his nego- 
ciation for his marriage with Margery Brews, 
as to which he says, ** 1 am yet at no certainty, 
her father is so hard; but I trow I hare the 
good-will of my lady her mother and her :** 
he then proceeds to warn him of trusting J. 
Bykerton too far, as he is a man ** at wild," 
and is sore endangered (in debt) to dirers in 
this country ; and that Perse Moody, one of 



— (XXXVIIL voL V. p. 167.) 

Sir John's old retainers, is at Caiater in great 
distress, but he adds in conclusion that 
"carpenters of my craft, that I use now, 
ha?e not alderbest their wits their own.*" 
This seems to be some prorerbial allusion to 
the distraction of thought in lovers, but we 
doubt if there was much fear of John Paston 
losing his wits through love. The letter is 
dated on the same day as the last, Sunday, 
March 9, 1476-7.] 



NUMBER CCCLXXXV 

[This paper is headed "A determination of 
Sir Thomas Brews how much he would give 
witli his daughter Margery in marriage." It 
contains several modifications of terms : first, 
if the dowry out of the manor of Sparham 
does not exceed ten marks, that then he will 
give 133/. 6«. Sd, in hand and board free for 
two or three years ; or else 200/. without their 
board, payable by fifty marks ^33/. 6s. Sd.) 
yearly; secondly, that he will give four 
hundred marks (266/. 13s. 4d,), 50/. on the 
day of marriage, and 50/. yearly, and lend 



I.-<XXXIX. voL T. p. 171.) 

John Paston 120/. '^ to pledge out the manor 
of Swunsthorp,** providcMl he procures security 
for its repayment, ^ not paid of the marriage 
money, nor of the proper goods of my said 
cousin John ;" thirdly, if the wbole of the 
profits of Sparham are settled on them for their 
joint lives, he will give the said four huodred 
marks, and their board for a year or two ; but 
this last clause about their board it struck 
through with a pen. The paper is dated 
March, H67.] 



LETTER- CCCLXXXVir.— (LXXVII. vjl. v. p. 227.) 

Under the direction of this letter, and in a hand of the time (I believe'in Sir John Paston's hand) is written " Jon 
Pympc," " xvj die Mar* A». E. 4. 17 " (16th day of March, 17 E. IV.), being the date when the letter was 
received. I liave {(iven this letter merely as a specimen of the humour of the time, which, though 
indelicate, may 1 fear be matched by many a modem correspondence. Some amour seems to be couched 
under the simile of the sparrow, the barley, and the door, &c. The latter part of this epistle shows us 
what were the qualities of a horse at that time most esteemed. The writer was a person of some con- 
sideration, as he was to have had Sir J. Paston's lodgings in London, and was cousin to Sir J. Scot, deputy 
governor of Calais. 

To Master Sir John Paston, be this letter delivered in Calais, 

[Here follow some allusions to the women 
of Flanders, which, though possessing some 
humour, is of too coarse a nature to be given 
here.] 

But in one thing we praise your sadnesses 
(wisdoms) and discretions right much, that is, 
in keeping of your truce and peace with the 
king of France as the king hath commanded; 
and a great reason why, for it were too much 
for you to have war with all the world at 
once, for the war aforesaid keepeth you blame- 
less, for every reasonable man weeteth well, 



Honour and joy be to you, my right good 
master, and most assiu-ed brother ; letting you 
know that all your well-willers and servants 
in these parts, that I know, fare well, and 
better would if they might hear of your well 
being, and forthwith some of your French 
and Burgundy tidings; for we in these parts 
be in great dread lest the French king with 
gome assaults should in any wise disturb you 
of your soft, sote (sweet), and sure sleeps, but 
as yet we nothing can hear that he so dis- 
poseth him. 
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that it is too much for any people living to do 
both at once. Sir, as for the more part of 
my thought, I pray you recommend me unto 
yourself, praying you that I may continue in 
such case as your goodness hath taken me of 
old, and if ye list to send any tidings or other 
thing to the parties that were wont to warm 
them by your fire, in faith I shall do your 
errand. 

As for barley, it is of the same price that 
it was wont to be of, and is the most sure com 
and best enduring that may l)e; and. Sir, 
where that some time was a little hole in a wall, 
is now a door large enough and easy passage, 
whereof ye were the deviser, and have thank 
for your labour of some parties, but nothing 
lasteth ever ; I mean that I trow my passage 
shall hastily fail me, and the door shall be 
shut up again ; less then (unless) fortune be 
agreeable to have my counsel kept; for not 
long ago making my entry at that passage, I 
saw a sparrow that useth those eireys, and I 
saw her set so still that I could not endure 
but I must needs shoot her, and so God me 
help I smote her I trow even to the heart ; 
and so I dread me lest either the barley will 
eat the sparrow, or else the sparrow will eat 
the barley ; but as yet all is well, but reason 
sheweth me that it must needs fail by con- 
tinuance, less then (unless) I forsake both the 
sparrow and the barley also. 

Sir, I have thank for the shew that I once 
made of you and daily gramercy (great 
thanks), and ye their prayer. 



Sir, furthermore I beseech you as ye will 
do anything for me, that ye see one day for 
my sake, and for your own pleasure, all the 
good horse in Calais, and if there be amongst 
them any jprized horse of deeds that is to sell, 
in especial that he be well trotting of his own 
courage without force of spurs, and also a 
steering horse ^ if he be he is the better ; I 
pray you send me word of his colour, deeds, 
and courage, and also of his price, feigning as 
ye would buy him yourself, and also 1 would 
have him somewhat large, not with the 
largest; but no small horse, as (q. no ?) more 
than a double horse ; praying you above all 
things to have this in remembrance, and that 
hastily as may be, for there is late promised 
me help to such an intent, and I wote not 
how long it shall endure; and therefore I 
beseech you send me word by time. 

I trow the French men have taken up all 
the good horse in Picardy, and also they be 
wont to be heavy horse in labour, and that I 
love not; but a heavy horse of flesh, and 
light of courage I love well, for I love no 
horse that will always be lean and slender 
like greyhounds. God keep you. 

Your John Pympe. 



(RecdJ) Sunday. I 6th of 
March, 1476. 17E.IV. 



"Jri"^' 



I pray you to recommend me to my cousin 
Sir John Scot and all his, in especial Mrs. 
Bediugfield.^ 



'NUMBER CCCLXXXVIII.— (XL. vol. v. p. 173.) 



[This paper is headed " Notes touching the 
marriage between John Paston, Esq., and 
Margery Brews." They are written by John 
Paston, and seem to be intended for himself 
only. They are by no means clear, but, for 
whatever purpose, his mother was not to be 
informed of the conclusion of the treaty. 
The conditions here stated are those mentioned 



in Sir J. Brews' "Determination." Dated 
March, 1476-7.] 



1 Qusere.'a hone that'obe3r8 the reiu? [We rather 
think an entire liorse is meant. See also two 
passages at the end of Letter occxci.] 

^ Margaret, daughter of Sir John Scot, and wife to 
Eimund Bedingtield. 
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LBTTBR CCGUZXDC-KnJ.ToLr.pbm.) 



iAxonm lettn ftma John Pympe to Sb 
Qlm FMlon ftbcmt Iw hone. Tbe vxitar 
bigini bj •bjib^ ^ I hsfe writton to yoa 
dimlooflotlflm^wUehMfetbtanralMiis** 
and ihoiay after mji, •'llui it dw ftflii ktter 



I have iant yon.^ Then ia nolliiiig alaa but 
a nnewal of tha lequait fiir fiSr JUnA 
awiahmca in proeming a hone^sMl a lapa- 
titioii of wuit ha oomidaa ajnod 
ooghttoba. Dated Haidi. 14777] 



LBTTBR CCCXC— (XUL ToL r. !>. 181.) 



[Sib JoaNPAaroH in thia kttcx writaa laAar 
a iteni anawer to liw exorhituit demanda of 
hia brother John ibr lua own adYanta||aoaa 
aettlement He WKji^ ** Ye hare now written 
again. Yoa need not to pray me to do fliat 
might be to your woAt and wonihip tiiaft I 
might dOy omner man onc^ or to let me 
weetlliereo^ fbr to mir power I would dofbr 
yooy and take aa moch pain for your weaL 
and remember it when ner caaa ye should 
not liunk cm it yoorwlt I woud be aa 
glad that one gave yoa a manor of Ml by 
3ie year aa if ne gave it to myad^ \y my 
trodi. Item, whereQot) ye flunk lliat I may 
witib cooscienoe reoompense it again unto oar 
atock of other lands liiat I hare of that Talue 
in tee simple, it is so that Snailwell by my 
grandfather's will once, and by my father's 
will secondly, is entailed to the issue of my 
father's body. Item, as for Sporle 20/. by 
year; I had hereof but twenty maru 
(13/. 6«. 8(/.) by year, which twenty marks 
by year, and the ten marks (6/. ld«. 4c/.) 
over, I have endangered, as ye well know 
of that bargain ; which, if it be not redeemed 
I must recompense some other manor of mine 
to one of my brethren for the said ten marks, 
and twenty marks that longeth to me, where- 
fore I keep the manor of Runham; then 
have I fee smiple land, the manor of Winter- 
ton with Bastwick and Billys, which in all 
is not twenty marks by year, which is not to 
the value of the manor of Spaiham. And as 



for Caistar it weve no oonrenieiit land t» 
ezdiange ibr aoch a thiQg; nor it wwsa ait 
nolifflr nr me to aet tiiaft manor in aobh oav 
ibr all mamMT of haps. I need not to aaaki 
Ihia eseoae to yoo, not that your mind ii 
trooUadi I pray yoa iqmoe not ynonrif 
too mndi in hope toobtain a tiiiaf tibat «U foor 
friends majnot ease yoa o( lor if my mpAar 
■were dispnaed to ^ve me and anr wonua 
in Bnglwid the best manor she li«tk tshfva 
it to ma and my wift^ and to tho haaB cf . oar 
two bodies b(«otten^ I woold not take it «f 
her, by God. Stahlish yoozMlf nposi a gjood 
«Oima,and gnuse shall follow ; yonr asattR 
u fbr apoken o( and Uown wide^ and if it 
prove no better I would it had never been 
qfwken of. Also that matter noiaeth me, tiiat 
I am so unkind that I let (hinder) altogether. 
I think not a matter happy, nor well hwidled, 
nor politicly dealt with, when it can never 
be finished without an inconvenience, and to 
any such bargain I hope never to be con- 
descending nor of counsel ; if I were at the 
beginning of such a matter, I would have 
hoped to have made a better conclusion, if 
they mock you not This matter is driven 
thus far forth without my counsel; I nay 
you make an aid without my counsel : if it 
be well I would be glad, if it be otherwise it 
is pity. I jmiy you trouble me no mote 
in this matter." There is no date to die 
letter, but it clearly belongs to this period.] 
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LETTER CCCXCI.--(LXX VII.* vol. ii. p. 235.) 

I have here given a letter written to Sir John Fasten in rhyme, aa a specimen of the poetry of the age. By 
the writer's inquiry concerning a horse, and his referring back to his former letters, this appears to have 
been written ia the latter end of March, or^n April, 1477, 17 E. IV. (Pympe's horse, like John Paston's 
hawk, seems to liave become a passion— -rhyme and reason, and six letters in quick succession, to one who 
will neither " hear, nor see, nor say, nor send,'* seems a great deal to be warted for such an ol^ect. There 
is but little in the poetrv, but the stanza is curiously constructed, and there is considerable eariness in the 
versification and flow of thought.] 

To Master Sir John Paston, Knight, be this ktter delivered at Calais, 

Fresh amorous sights of countries far and 

strange 
Have all fordone your old affection ; 
In pleasures new, your heart doth scour and 

range 
So high and far, that like as the falcon 
Which is aloft^ telleth (9. taketh) scorn to 

look a down 
On him that wont was her feathers to pick 

and imp ; 
Right so forgotten ye have your poor Pymp; 

That writeth, sendeth, and wisheth all day 

your weal 
More th&n his own; but ye nor hear, nor see. 
Nor say, nor send, and ever I write and seal 
In prose and rhyme, as well as it will be ; 
Some evil tongue I trow mis-saith of me 
And else your fast and faithful friendliness 
Ye think mis-spent on such as I, I guess. 

I will abate my customable concourse. 

To you so costuous,^ whensoever ye come 

again. 
Which that I feel of reason, by the course 
Of my proffered service, hath made you so 

unfain; 
For verily the water of the fountain. 
With bread only, forthwith your presence. 
Me should content much more than your 

expense. 

But aye deem I thus that fortune hath hired 

you, 
For she but late of sorrows more than many 
Hath raked unto my heart an heap more than 

a mow, 
And would that ye should lay thereon on 

high 
Your heavy unkindness to make it fast to lie, 



^ Expensive. 

^ [Fenn, like other annotators of his day, under* 
takes to mend the metre of his original, and reads 
" unto the church bier." Certainly without any im- 
provement.] 



And God know'th well it cannot long lie 

there 
But it will bring me to the church bier.* 

Take it away therefore, I pray you fair. 
For hardily my heart beareth heavy enough ; 
For there is sorrow, at rest as in his chair, 
Fixed so fast with his pricks (prickles') rough, 
That in good faith I wot not when I love.® 
For Master Paston, the thing whereon my 

bliss 
Was wholly set, is all fordone, I wis. 

By your 

John Pyhpe. 

This being the nxth letter that I have sent 
you. 

Always praying you to remember the 
horse that I have in every letter written for ; 
as thus, that it would please you to under- 
stand who hath the gentlest horse in trotting 
and steering that is in Calais;, and if he be to 
sell to send me word of his price, largeness, 
and colour. 

It is told me that the master porter hath a 
courageous roaned horse, and that he would 
put him away because he is dangerous in 
company,^ and of that I force (care) not, so 
that he be not churlish at a spur, as plung- 
ing ; and also I set not by him but if (unless) 
he trot somewhat high and genteelly. No 
more, but Qod keep you. 

Latter end of March, or April, 
1477, 17 E. IV. 



* [The original is " lowh, * and the corresponding 
rhymes of this stanza are"ynowh," and " rowh." 
Lowh cannot certainly he love, which makes the 
line nonsense^ for the poet goes on to describe how 
he loves "Master Paston:" it isprobaUy hw asa \ 
cow, used here for sigh, allowable enough to a poet 
in want of a rhyme, and would then mean that his 
sorrow makes him sigh so continually that he be- 
comes unsonadous of it] 

* [See Letter oeclxviii.] 
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LETTER CCCXCII.— <LXX VIII. rol. ii. p. 239.) 

In thto lett«T fHr John Pastnm show* himaelf a kind and geuetont brother, in permitting his ...» 
manor of Sparham, which appean to be entailed on him and his iame, to hu joonger h w i t jb c t 
he ouinot contdentioiuly permit the entail to be defeated, at the will of the dead by iJbSm m— 
be performed, he rery readily eooaenta to enter into an engagement to debar hiaudf flo^ 

hi> brother or hia widow in their qaiet po w c w i ons thereof. [NotwitiiataBding tbelaieae' 

appears to have relented towards his bfodier ; indeed Sir John appears dmmghont aa 
Mnd most disinterarted man of the two. Still he will give nothing bat hisgood ' 
ary interest in the manor of Sparfaam for his own life only.] 

To my rig^ worthijtful mother^ Margaret Paatom. 



to give dM 
~ thoagh 




PtEiiSE it you to weet that I have received 
yottr letter, wherein if remembered the great 
hurt that by likelihood might fall to my 
brother, if so be that thi« matter between 
him and Sir Thomas Brewi*9 di^ighter take 
not effect; whereof I would be as sorry as 
himself reasonably; and also the wealthy 
and convenient marriage that should be if it 
take effect; whereof I would be as glad as 
any man ; and am better content now that 
he should have her, than any other that ever 
he was heretofore alxmt to have had. ^ Con- 
sidered her person, her youth, and the stock 
that she is come of, the love on both sides, 
tlie tender favour she is in with her father 
and mother, the kindness of her father and 
motlier to her in departing [partingl^ with 
her, tlie favour also and geoil conceit that 
tliey have in my brother, the worshipful and 
virtuous dig])08itioii of her father and mother, 
which proj^iosticateth that of likelihood the 
maid should be virtuous and good ; all wliich 
considered, and the necessary relief that my 
brother must have, I marvel the less that ye 
have departed and given him the manor of 
Sparham in such form as I have knowledge 
of by W. Gumey, Lomner, and Skipwith; 
and 1 am right glad to see in you such kind- 
ness unto my brother as ye have done to him, 
and would by my troth lever (rather) than 
an 100/. that it were fee-simple land, as it is 
intiiled, which by likelihood should prosper 
with liim and his blood the better in time to 

i [In Fenn's translation this ^pAmi^e stands thus — 
" titan any otlier, that ever he was heretofore about 
to have had considered. Her person," &c. This 
cannot be understood, the verb contidered standing 
wliol ly unconnected. The original has neither points 
nor capital letters ; we have therefore ventured on a 
slight alteration, which at least gives a meaning to the 
sentence. " Consid ered h er person," &c., is " her 
person being cousijJr-^*H|j«.J 




come, and should also never caoae debate m 
our blood (conteniiom m oser /mamihf) in time 
to come, which God defend ^/oriwQ, for that 
were unnatural. 

Item, another inconvenience is, wbenv I 
understand that the manor is pvcu to ny 
brother, and to his wife, and to the Moe 
between them begotten , if the case were » 
that he and she hiul issue togedier a e bu i g h t g 
or more, and his wife died, and he manied 
after another and had issue a son, tiiat ton 
should have none land, and he being (iaMsM^ 
he be) his father's heir; and for the inoon- 
venience that I have known late inme fldkr 
place'] ill case like, and yet endmem in 
Kent between a gentleman and his aister, I 
would ye took the advice of your coonsel in 
this point ; and that that is past you by 
writing or by promise, I deem verily in you 
that ye did it of kindness, and in eschewing 
of a more (a greater) ill tliat might befalL 

Item, whereas it pleaseth you that I should 
ratify, grant, and contirm the said gifl unto 
my brother, it is so that with mine honesty 
I may not, and for other causes. 

The pope will suffer a thing to be used, 
but he will not license nor grant it to be used 
nor done ; and so I. 

My brother John knoweth mine intent 
well enough heretofore in this matter ; I will 
be found to him as kind a brother as I may 
be. 

Item, if it be so that Sir Thomas Brewi 
and his wife think tliat I would trouble my 
brother and his wife in the said manor, I can 
find no means to put them in surety thereof, 
but, if it need, to be bound in an obligation 
with a condition that I shall not trouble nor 
infet (infest) them therein. 

Item, I think that she is made sure enough 
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in estate in the land, and that of right I 
deem they shall make none obstacles at my 
writing, for I had never none estate in the 
land, nor I would not that I had. 

No more to you at this time, but Almighty 
God have you in keeping. 



Written at Calais, the 28th day of March, 
in the 17th year of Edward IV. 

By your son, 

John Paston, knight, 

Calais, Friday, • 
28th of March. 1477. 17 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXCIII.— (LXXIX. vol. ii. p. 245.) 

[A kindly letter of Sir Jolin to his brotlier. ipromising in generals, but saving his conscience and worship. The 
value set upon Boulogne, and the superstitious expectation of the intervention of the Virgin Mary in its 
favour, are curious instances of the manners of the ai;e ; but it must be remarked, to the credit of Sir John, 
that he does not seem infected with the superstition himself.] 

To John Paston, Esq, 



Right worshipful and hearlily-beloved bro- 
ther, I recommend me to you ; letting you 
wee^ that as by Perse Moody, when he was 
here, I had no leisure to send answer in 
writing to you, and to my cousin Gurwey, of 
your letters, but for a conclusion ye shall 
find me to you as kind as I may be, my 
conscience and worship saved, which, when I 
speak with you and them, ye both shall well 
understand, and I pray God send you as good 
speed in that matter as I would ye had, and 
as I hope ye shall have ere this letter come to 
you ; and I pray God send you issue between 
you that may be as honourable as ever was 
any of your ancestors and theirs, whereof I 
would be as glad in manner as of mine own ; 
wherefore I pray you send me word how ye 
do, and if God fortune me to do well, and be 
of any power, I will be to Sir Thomas Brews 
and my lady his wife a very son-in-law 
for your sake, and take them as ye do ; and 
do for them as if I were in case like with 
them as ye be. 



No more, but Jesu have you in keeping. 

Written at Calais, the 14th day of April, 
in the 17th year of Edward IV. 

As for tidings here, the French king hath 
gotten many of the towns of the Duke of 
Burgundy, as Saint Quintin's, Abbeville, 
Montreuil ; and now of late he hath gotten 
Bethune and Hesden with the castle there, 
which is one of the royalest castles of the 
world ; and on Sunday at even the Admiral 
of France laid siege at Boulogne ; and this 
day it is said that the French king shall come 
thither ; and this night it is said that there 
was a vision seen about the walls of Boulogne 
as it had been a woman with a marvellous 
light; men deem that our lady there will 
show herself a lover to that town : God fore- 
fend [^forbid] that it were French, it were 
worth 40,000/. that it were English. 

John Paston, knight, 

Calais, Monday, 
Uth of April, 1477. 17 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXCIV.— (XLIII. vol. v. p. 185.) 

for if it did it were none honour to neither 



[The difficulties attending the arrange- 
ment of the pecuniary matters appear to have 
destroyed, at least for a time, John Paston's 
most hopeful prospects of marriage. His 
mother now writes from Mauteby to Dame 
Elizabeth Brews, soliciting an early interview 
with her and Sir Thomas in order that they 
may, if possible, remove the difficulties, ob- 
serving to her with some skill, ''that with 
your advice and help, and mine together, we 
shall find some way that it shall not break ; 

VOL. II. 



parties, and in chief to them in whom the 
de&ult is, considering that it is so far spoken.'* 
She speaks of her son's great inclinations to- 
wards the marriage, and concludes," I beseech 
you that I may^be recommended by this bill to 
my cousin your husband, and to my cousin 
Margery, to whom I supposed to have given 
another name ere this time.'* Dated Wed- 
nesday, June 11, 1477.] 



Hi 
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LETTER CCCXC v.— (V. Appendix to toL ii p. 297.) 

rrhif letter, utuu "zxy) day of Aaritl," it written by tlieieaetitfT oTAeLord IIaetin9i,fromawnce<otiM 
end by that nobleman himaeUT, in a hand almost illegible. John nutoo appeaa ben to bave been in At 
lerrioe of, and eo highly veepeeted by, tlie Lord Haaonp, as to be eent ai a kind of deputy eovemor of die 
caatle of Guitnea, doriiw.the illnen of hii brother. SirBalph Hastings. [We bnTe placed it aoooiding to 
Fenn's chronological oroer, although we have no doubt that Jolin Futon waa not at Gnlsoes at tills period. 
But as the original has no date of the year, it is much easier to discover that it is wrongly plaeed here thaa 
to decide wliere it would be properly placed. We are inclined to tfainli. however, it tomy be gneaaed to 
belong to that earlier period whei^^ John was exerting himself to get John Faslon retai 
ings, he having probably succeeded, though it is not mentioned.] 

To mg right tnuty and wU-behiMd mrvani, Juhn Paatfm, Etq, 



by LordHast- 



JoHN Paston, I recommend me unto you. 
And whereas I appointed and desired you to 
go over unto Guisnes to give your attendance 
and aMistance upon my brother, Sir Ralnh 
Haitingf, in all luch thingf as concern me 
surety and defence of the castle of Guisnes 
during his infirmities ; it is showed unto me 
that ye have full truly and dilisently ac(]^uitted 
you unto my said brother, in ul his busmesses 
since your coming diither. Whereof I thank 
you heartily. And as I conceive to my great 
comfort and gladness my said brother is well 
recovered and amended, thanked be God. 
And so I trust he may now s^e you. Where- 
upon I have written unto him, if he may so 
do, to licence you to come over unto me again. 



Wherefore I will and desire you, die a«entof 
my sud brother had, to dispose you to come 
over in all goodly haste, as well for such great 
matters as I feel by your friends ye hove to 
do here, as to give your attendance upon ntt 
And (at) your return you shall be to as 
welcome. From London, the 26th day of 
ApriL 

I pray yon in nowise to depart as yet, 
without my brother Roaf 's (iZa^sA's) assent 
and agreement; and recommend me to my 
sister, all my nieces, to the constable, and to 
all reeves. Your true frienid, 

Hastinos.^ 

London, S6th of April. 147—. 
E.IV. 



LETTER CCCXC VI (LXXX. vol. ii. p. 249.) 

[John Paston's money affairs occupy the principal part of Uiis letter. Money, indeed, seems to have been 
looked after pretty sharply, when the 15?. due on the 2l8t has been the subject of a negociatiou ou or before 
the 23rd, and a " reasonable respite '* granted, meaning, we suppose, for a " consideration." 3 

To John Paston, Esq. 

to, and then he looketh after that ye should 
come see him, for he ia sheriff, and hath a 
goodly house. 

Item, my Lady of Oxford^ looketh after 
you and Arblaster both. 

My Lord of Oxford* is not come iuto 
England that I can perceive, and so the good 
lady hath need of help and counsel how that 
she shall do. 



I RECOMMEND me to you, letting you weet 
that I have 8i)()ken with Harry Colet,* and 
entreated him in my best wise for you, so 
that at the last he is agreed to a reasonable 
respite for the 15/. that ye should have paid 
liim at Midsummer as he saitb, and (he) is 
glad to do you ease or pleasure iu all that he 
may ; and I told him that ye would, as I 
supposed, be here at London here not long 

1 William Hastings, Lord Hastings, was sum- 
moned to Parliament in 14G1, i E. IV. He was 
Lieutenant of Calais, and enjoyed several liigh offices 
of trust and confldence. in the rei^ of Edward IV. 
He married Catherine, daughter of Richard Nevile, 
Earl of Salisbury, an d was beheaded in the Tower, 
by the instant ordetji^^^^^xA Duke of Gloucester, 
on tlie 13th of JuP'^ 



ana was oeo 



s Sir Henry Colet was lord mayor of London in 
148iS. 

* Margaret, daughter of Richard Nevile, Earl of 
Salisbury ; she was, during tlie imprisonment of her 
lord, in great distress. 

* John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was at thi« time a 
prisoner in the castle of Hammes. 
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No more at this time, but God have you in 
keeping. 

Written at London om Saint Audrey g 
lEtfuldredas] day, in the 17th year of Ed- 
ward IV. 

Tidings but (onfy) that yesterday my Lady 
Marchioness of Dorset,^ which is my Lady 
Hastings's daughter, had childed a son. 



Item, my Lord Chamberlain is come 
hither from Calais, and ridden with the 
king to Windsor, and the king will be here 
again on Monday. 

John Paston, kn^ht, 

London, Monday, 
23rdof June, 1477. 17 E. IV. 



LETTER CCCXC VII.— (XLI V. vol. v. p. 1 89.) 



[This letter, or rather three letters in one, 
contains a curious display on the part of John 
Paston of' what Sir John Fenn calls *' good 
sense and address in managing a matter," 
'< though some finesse appears.** Perhaps the 
world now will be iU-natured enough to call 
it trickery, and indeed such is our opinion. 
Fenn chooses to assume that Sir Thomas 
Brews had failed in his promises, but this 
does not appear. His proposals, we have 
seen, were all conditional, and John Paston 
had been unable, from various causes, to 
comply with his terms. He now writes a 
short note to his mother, telling her that Dame 
Elizabeth Brews had been sick and not able 
till now to attend to business; that this day 
the matter had been communed, ** but that 
other answer than she hath sent you in her 
letter closed herein can she not have of W 
husband." He therefore writes a letter in his 
mother^ft name which he begs her to have 
transcribed and sent to Dame Biews, to- 
gether with "another letter to me, which I 
may show." In the first of these two he 
makes his mother say, " I am right sorry that 
John Paston is no more fortunate them he is 
in that matter, for, as I understand by your 
letter, my cousin your husband will give but 
an 100/., which is no money like for such a 
jointure as U desired of my son, though his 
possibility were right easy. But, nuulam, 
when I made that large grant in the manor of 
Sparham, that I have made to him and my 



I Cecily, second wife to Thomas Grey, Marqais of 
Dorset, was daughter and heir of William BonvUe, 
Lord Bonvile and Harrington, by Katharine, daugh- 
ter of Richard Nevile, Earl of Sali^ury. who was 
now the wife of Lord Hastings, Lord Chamberlain, 
and goveraor of Calais. 



cousin your daughter, he told me of another 
sum that he should have with her than of an 
100/. He hath before this been wont to tell 
me none untruth, and what I shall deem in 
this matter I cannot say, for methinketh if 
more than an 100/. were promised unto him 
by my cousin your husband, and you, that 
ye would not let to give it him, without so 
were that I or he abridged anything of our 
promise, which I wot well neither I nor he 
intend to do, if I may understand that his 
saying to me was trutii, and that it may be 
performed ; but wist I that he told me othov 
wise than my cousin your husband and ye 
promised him, in order to deceive me of 
Sparham, by my troth if he have it he shall 
lose as much by it, if I live, and that shall 
he well understand the next time I see him." 
He next alludes to his brother Sir John^s 
refusal to alter the entail of Sparham, and 
makes his mother express her dislike to "be- 
come a daily petitioner of his, sith he hath 
denied me once mine asking; peradventure 
he had been better to have performed my 
desire." This is certainly a masterly stroke.to 
excite at once the hopes and fears of &e 
opposite parties. She is then made to pro- 
ceed thus : " but, madam, ye are a mother 
as well as I, where(/ore^ I pray you take it 
none otherwise but well that I may not do 
by John Paston as ye will have me to do, 
for, madam, though I would he did well, I 
have to purvey for more of my children than 
him, of which some be of that age that they 
can tell me well enough that I deal not evenly 
with them to give John Paston so large and 
them so little." John Paston here shows a most 
laudable interest in the welfare of his brethren, 
though it has not hitherto prevented his ex- 

I 2 
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tortiDg all he could for himtelf. In the letter 
addroted to himself, he makes his mother 
express herself thus : — *'I understand well by 
my cousin Dame Elizabeth Brews's letter, 
which I send you herewith, whereby ye may 
understand the same, that they intend not to 
perform those proffers that ye told me they 
promised you, trusting that ye told me none 
otherwise than was promised you; wherefore 
I charge you on my blessing that ye be well 
aware how ye bestow your mind without ye 



have a suhttance whereapon to live, for I 
would be sorry to weet you miscany, fw if 
ye do, in your default, look never affaer help 
of me ; and also I would be as sorry for h^ 
as for any gentlewoman living, wherefore I 
warn you beware in anywise." The cant 
of ^* bestowing his mind ** is traly 
His own letter is dated from Salle in Noribl 
June 28, and those intended for his modier 
from Mauteby, June 29, 1477.] 



LETTER CCCXCVIII 

[This and the following letter contain more 
of the family disputes about money, and new 
attempts to get assistance from the widow's 
property. In tiiis Sir John is the actor ; he 
acquaints his mother that he has no means 
of paying a debt due to one Kokett, about 
which she had written to him, because of his 
expenses for the surety of the manor of 
Caister, "and the matter between Anne Hawte 
and me ;'* he also announces that Sporle is 
mortgaged for four hundred marks (266/. 
13*. id.) to Townshend, to be paid within 
three years, or the manor to be forfeited, 
which, if it should happen " ye were never 
like to see me merry after, so God help me.^* 
He then coolly adds : — ^** Ye gave me once 
20/. towards it, and ye promised as much, 
which I received, and since of my money of 
said manor growing that came to your hands 
was received by you again the said 40/., 
which, when Kokett should be repaid was 



.— (XLV. vol. V. p. 197.) 

not your ease to depart with ; neverdielesi ye 
may yet, when you liketh, perform your said 
gift and promise, and this sum owing tj 
Kokett is not so much ; nevertheless I sup- 
pose that ye be not so well purveyed, where- 
fore if it please you at your ease hei«afler to 
perform your said gift and promise, so that I 
may have it within a year, or two, or yet 
three, I should per case get your obligation 
again from Kokett an he pleased, wh^efore I 
beseech you that I may have an assignment 
of such debts as be owing you payable at 
leisure of such money as is owing^ for the 
wood at Bassingham or elsewhere; for so 
God help me I should else wilfully undo 
myself.'^ Respecting his brother John he says 
" I have granted him as much as I may ; I 
would I were at one communication at ween 
them for his sake ;'* but adds that the period 
of his return home is uncertain. Dated 
Thursday, Aug. 7, H77.] 



LETTER CCCXCIX.— (XLVI. vol. v. p. 201.) 



[This is Margaret Paston's reply to the 
previous letter, at which ^he seems to have 
been justly indignant. Without any greeting, 
she begins at once upon the busuiess, and 
says *' I put you in certain that I will never 
pay him [Kokett] a penny of that duty that 
IS owing to him, though he sue me for it, 
not of mine own purse, for I will not be com- 
pelled to pay your debts against my will; 
and thougii I would, I may [can] not; 
wherefore I advise ye to see me saved harmless 



against him for your own advantage in time 
coming ; for, if I pay it, at long way ye shall 
bear the loss. And whereas ye write to me 
that I gave ye 20/., and promised other 20/., 
that is not so, for I wot well if I had so done ye 
would not assigned me by your letters of your 
own iiand-writing, the which I have to show, 
that I should refrain [rf/am] again the same 
sum of William Peacock, and of your farmers, 
and buyers of your wood of Sporle ; and take 
this for a full conclusion in this matter^ for it 
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sball be none otherwise for me than I write 
here to you/^ She then reproaches him for 
his improvidence, for having again " so 
simply^^ mortgaged Sporle, and says it makes 
her doubt, '^what your disposition will be 
hereafter for such livelihood as I have been 
disposed before this time to leave you after 
my decease ; for I think verily that ye will 
be disposed hereafter to sell or set to mortgage 
the land that ye should have after me your 
mother, as gladly and rather than that ye 
have after your father/^ She concludes thus : 
— " And as for your brother William, I 
would ye should purvey for his finding, for 
as I told you the last time ye were at home, 
I would no longer find him at my cost and 



charge ; his board and his school- hire is owing 
since St. Thomas's day afore Christmas ; and 
he hath great need of gowns and other gear, 
that were necessary for him to have in haste. 
I would ye should remember it and purvey 
them, for as for me I will not. I think ye set 
but little by my blessing, and if ye did you 
would have desired it in your writing to me : 
God make you a good man to his pleasance/* 
The brother William here mentioned was at 
this time at Eton, and. Sir John had the 
mani^ement of the property left for the edu- 
cation and support of his yoimger brothers. 
This letter is dated from Maut«by, Monday, 
Aug. 11, 1477.] 



LETTER CCCC— (LXXXI.vol. ii.p.251.) 

We have in this letter several anecdotes of a public nature, relative to the wars in France, and particularly 
concerning the hostilities committed by the French king ou the possessions of the heiress of Burgundy. , 

Unto the right worshipful Sir John Paston, Knight, 

theless he wijl not sell him to no man under 
that money that he set him on, and so ye 
may buy your pleasure in him and ye list ; 
for otherwise he will not do for you as I 
conceive. 

And as for tidings in these parts, the French 
king lieth at siege at St. Omers, on the one 
side of the town, a mile off, but he hath no 
great ordnance there ; and they of the town 
skirmish with them every day, and keep a 
passage half a mile without the town; and 
the French king hath brenned (burnt) all the 
towns and fair abbeys that were that way 
about St. Omers, and also the corns which 
are there. 

And also, as it is said for certain, the 
French king hath brenned Cassell,' that is 
my old Lady of Burgundy's^ jointure, and 
all the country thereabout, whereby she hath 
lost a great part of her livelihood ; and that 
is a shrewd token that he meaneth ' well to 
the king our sovereign lord, when he intendeth 
to destroy her. 



Master Paston ; after all due recommend- 
ation and hearty desire to hear of your good 
hele (health), please it you to weet 1 have 
spoken with Sir John of Middylton as well 
as I could and it had been for myself for his 
hobby that ye desired, and told him he might 
well forbear him now in as much as Mrs. 
Jane was dead, and that it is a great cost for 
him to keep more horse than he needeth ; and 
he answered me that he would sell him with 
good will, but there should no man buy 
him under 10/. Flemish ; ^ and I offered him 
in your name 10 marks, for he would not 
hear of none other ambling horse that ye 
might give him therefore. 

And also my lord desired to have bought 
him for the Lord Schauntrell * that is chief 
captain of St. Omers; and he would (for) 
no less let my lord have him than lOL, and 
80 my lord bought another, and gave him die 
said lord, for he thought this too dear; never- 

1 Between 5/. and 6/. Englkh, apparently a great 
price for a hobby. 

^ Ponton de Santrailles. A nobleman of this 
name was taken prisoner by the Duke of Bedford, 
before Beauvais, and was exchanged for Lord Talbot 
w hen he was oaptoied at the battle of Pataie. 



3 A town situated about 10 miles N.E. o( hi 
Omers. 

* Margaret, sister to Edward IV. 
' This suems to be spoken ia irony. 
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MoreoTcr, Sir Philip de Crcreker ^ hath 
taken them that were in F3rDei * within this 
four da js to the number of foortoen penou^ 
and die remanent were 6cd, and he had them 
to the French king, and he hafli bicnned all the 
place, and puUed down the tower and a part 
of the wall, and destroyed it. 

And at it is aud, if die French king 
cannot get St. Omen^ that he intendeth to 
hrii^ hu army through dwM Marchei into 
Flanderiy wheielbre my ktd hadi do broken 
(emmd /• be bnkaf^ all the pawigti except 
Newham Bridge, which it watched, and the 
.turnpike dmt ercry night. 

And the said French king within diew 
three days railed gready of ^tn) my lord to 
Tyger Pouisuirant, openly before two hundrcd 
of his folks : wheicfure it is thought here that 
he would feign a quairel to set upon this 
town if he might get adrantage. 

And as I undenCand, the emperor's ' son 
.ia married at Ghent astfau day; and there 



I 



came with him but four hmidred hone^ and 
I can hear of no more that be coming in 
certain; and in money be laiiigcth iridi him 
an hundred thousand dncati^* wliidiiabnta 
small thing in regard for that be badi to do; 



tiiey hare 



wherefore I fear me aore diat nanden wiQ 
bekst; and if SLOoMmbe won, all if gone 
in my conceit; ueietdicleai ^7 **7 ™Be 
HMMild come great power 
son, but I bdiere it not 
been so long of ooasing. 

And I piay you to reeonuBaid me mrto 
Sir Terrr Robaait,* and that it plraae yon to 
let him know of your tiding^ and. oar IjmA 
hare you in his keeping. 

At Calais, die Snndaj next after da 



Your 



ITtk or AmSMk» I«T7. IT E. IV. 



LETTER CCCCL— <XLVIL ¥oL T. PL »;0 



,"WiLii\M Peacx-k. tbe a$«it er «ewani at 
Mauteby. whtts tj^ ius master Sir John 
^Mt«xi of seTcnl nvsnen cocxDec^^l with his 
tm^jToea'. The dxst seems ro hf toe col> 
Wctiz:^ of evivknc* for «cai« suner i=. whkh 
^ John vu coIt putly intereste^i. fcr he 
caUsit -Pick«ini:*»in^OT.''aa«i iiid:i» be 
api«ars to bAre b«n rerr u::!«acc«i^aL f jc 
csi apolT-Jaj t? a «itaia ttixr in Picieri::^* 
oanae.' 'aU aoeaseccer wofiTed fvjc awwo-. tiia: 
if he \^ feUr' -bjfci a bcsfc^ltull of eri- 
d<oce« » $£wu!d Ehjoe bAxe of tbecx. uc b* 
(Pk-kerln^^' cjii set che laai ia coabue. oly 



< Fizws *jx W4SC FasfetSL^ 

' 3i&si3Ki'.'>iA. «ttofilbr «v^;«K'.Y FSnbirck., sae^ 

v«ttr» X Ax>r M :1W COM «>f ^A aorniif*. iA Ao^iaK, 



he could hare ao s^t of 
ttien proceeiit ty renxiiai bis 
ri^ df wreck a: Wxnieican. 
wreck. aTi<tmefII inbetenc in 
Kesua: diss dmeia hire been tci 
as &HD cae t^iaanchses of timber, 
tjhare been &?leiu=K wreck in d 
hxre been alanMC :be flatae sbip 
Pmoxk savs ** dhese are tbe ma 
Wizaat;xu Rober: ISiker of Wc 
J>jh:i Lkdevani of Wa 
k:^ip? of;^ sKne^W^ 
Jcha Cuianrs <f aar 



•Skpd 



<]f Sir Jiijui. Smitt. 
of Bseftttc^ UL 
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carried off your several ground twenty-two 
cartsfull of stuff, eight score bow-staves, three 
score and seven wainscoats, fourteen hundred 
clepalde, ^ five barrels of tar, four couple of 
oars, and great plenty of wreck of the ship, 
as ye shall understand the truth after this." 
The rest of the letter is of minor matters : he 
uiforms Sir John that the "herrings that 
should into Essex, are there by the grace of 
God/' the cost having been 4/. 3s, id, beside 
other costs ; this sum must have purchased a 



very large quantity of herrings at this time, 
the price of a horse-load being ststted to be 
4». 6rf. in Letter Ixxv. (vol. i. p. 57\ Fenn 
guesses they were for winter provisions, but 
Paston had no residence in Essex. Swam 
are also promised to be sent into Essex by the 
Lady-day following ; and he complains that 
'' I sold yet no barley, nor none can above 
fourteen pence the comb.** The letter is 
written at Mauteby on Sunday, November 30. 
1477.] 



LETTER CCCCII.— (LXXXII. vol. ii. p. 267.) 

[John Paston is at length married, and to Margery Brews; who is living, not with her parents according 
to one of the proposed arrangements, but at Oxnead, one of the residences of the family, and part of the 
jointure of Agnes Paston, her husband being at this time in London. It is a pretty simnle letter, very 
characteristic of a young wife. Sir John Fenn queries whether the date assigned to it is right, or whether 
" our Lady's day" and " Saint Thomas's day" may not mean the visitation of the Virgin Mary, July S, 
and the translation of St. Thomas k Becket, July 7,. 1478. We think the present date nght firom the fol- 
lowing circumstances; the next letter is from her husband, mentioning her removal to the house of her 
fatlier and mother on account of her situation, and is dated Jan. 21, 1477-8 ; and though Sir John does 
not write till August, 1478. to congratulate his brother on the birth of an heir, yet he complains of the 
delay which had taken place in informing him of the event.] 

To my right reverend and vwnhipfut kuthand, John Past<m, 



Right reverend and worshipful husband, I 
recommend me to you, desuring heartily to 
hear of your welfare, tiianking you for the 
token that ye sent me by Edmund Perys, 
praying you to weet that my mother sent to 
my fa^er to London for a gown cloth of 
mustyrddevyllers^ to make of a gown forme; 
and he told my mother and me when he was 
come home, that he charged you to buy it 
after that he was come out of London. I 
pray you, if it be not bought, that you will 
vouchsafe to buy it and send it home as soon 
as ye may, for I have no gown to wear this 
winter but my black and my green a Iyer,* 

I [Wainscoats were planka (probably oak) for 
lining the walls of rooms ; clepaldes or cbq^boaids 
were boards cut ready for making casks.] 

> This word occurs more than once in &eae letters, 
but the meaning of it I cannot ascertain to my own 
satisfaction ; though perhaps it refers to some place 
in France where the cloth was manufactured. The 
following, however, appears the most satisflMstory 
ex][>lanatton : Musterdevelers — mustyrddevylleri, 
moitie, or (as sometimes anciently and erroneously 
spelt) meitier de velowrt, French, a half-vdvei; or 
mettis de velowr$, a bastard-velvet. Mestoyant is 
also an old French word, signifying between both. 
On the present occasion, a proper allowance must be 



and that is so cumbrous that I am weary to 
wear it. 

As for the girdle that my father behested 
(promised) me, I spake to him thereof a little 
before he yed (went) to London last, and he 
said to me that the fault was in you that ye 
would not think thereupon to do make it 
(to have it made), but I suppose it is not wo, 
said it but for a skeusacion (an excuse) ; I 
pray you, if ye dare take it upon you, that ye 
will vouchsafe to do make it against ye come 
home, for I had never more need thereof than 
I have now, for I have waxed so fetys (prettihf) 
that I may not be girt^ in no bar of no 

made for the imperfeetions of female spelling, hi an 
age of unsettled orthography. (In vol. i. p. 83, the 
word is spelt musterdevelers. In Rynier*s ' Fosdeni,* 
in a list of articles shipped from England for the use 
of the King of Portunl and the Conntess of Holland 
in 1428, two pieces of mustremlers and two pieces of 
russet mustremlers are enum*..mted.] 

* Qu. grenouUliere, fn^-colour ? 

* The same very natural thon^t occurs in iske 
ancient ballad of ' Child Waters.* See Ftecy*s Col- 
lection, 8rd edit. vol. iii. p. 55. 

" My girdle of gold that was too longe. 
Is now too short for mee." 
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g'lnWe tliat I have but of one. Elisabeth 
PevtM^l Ivath lain tick iifleen or sixteen weeks 
of tlie sciatica, but she sent my mother word 
bj Kate that she should come hither when 
Ciod sent time, though she should be crod 
(carried) in a barrow. 

John of Damme was here, and my mother 
discovered me to him, and he said by his 
truth tliat he was not gladder of nothing that 
he heard this twelvemonth than he was 
thereof. 

I may no longer live by my craft (cynning), 
I am discovered of all men that see me. 

Of all other things that ye desired that I 
should send you word of, I have sent you 
word of in a letter that I did write on our 
Lady's day^ last was; the Holy Trinity have 
you in his keeping. 



Written at Oxnead, in rigbt good haste, oq 
the Iliunday next before Saint Thonui'i 
day.* 

I pray you that ye wlU wear the ring* wiAi 
the image of Saint Maigaret that I tent yon <v 
a remembrance till ye come home. Ye hsie 
left me such a lemembnuice that maketh ne 
to think upon you both day and night wheo 
I would sleep. 

Youis, 

31 AROEBT PaITOR. 



Oxnf«d, 
Thunday. 18tli of Peeember, 
1477. 17E.IV. 




LETTER CCCCIII.— (XLVIII. vol. t. p. 209.) 



[John Paston in this letter advises his brother 
Sir John to conclude his matters now, if AOt- 
sible, with the Duke of Suffolk, probably 
matters relating to the contested property at 
Heylesdon and elsewhere, because '* an hun- 
dred marks (66/. 13«. 4</.) will do more in 
their need than ye shall peradventure do with 
two hundred marks in time coming," some 
of the Duke of Suffolk's folks having " let me 
in secret wise have knowledge that he (tlie 
Duke) must make a shift for money, and that 
in all haste ;'^ and the Duchess is said to be 
the person to treat with, " as for my lord, he 
iieedeth not to be moved till it shall be as 
gdod OS ready for the sealing.'^ John Paston 
next informs his brother that the priest of the 
newly-tbuiided chapel at Caister had written 
by an attorney for an account and payment 
of his profits, and suggests that as ** ye said 
unto nie that ye would assay to make a bar- 
gain with him so that ye might have a priest 
to sing in Caister ; Sir, methink ye cannot 

I (.\>iK*eption of oar Lady, 8Ui of December. 

« [IKjc.:?!.] 

^ 'Hiis rin^, bemring the imapp of her lavourite 
Hint. Una;; worn by her husband as a remembmnce, 
mi^bt be looked upoa as a guardian to her in lier 



have io good a season to more him wiA 
it as now this parliament time, for now 
I think he shall be awaiting on the qoeeo^ 
and also if ye might compound with him cie 
he wist what the value were^ it were the bet- 
ter.'' He says, << We would fain hear of all 
your royalty at London, as of the marriage of 
my Lord of York." This was the maniage 
of the younger son of Edward IV. to Ann 
Mowbray, the daughter and heiress of John 
Duke of Norfolk, who died very young, and 
which took place cm Jan. 15, 1477-8, and 
fixes the correctness of the date of this letter. 
He then concludes, '* And, Sir, as for my 
housewife, I am fain to carry her to see her 
father and her friends now this winter, tor I 
trow she will be out of fashion (jAape) in 
simimer.'" The letter is written from the 
house of Playters, where he stayed in his pro- 
gress ^ from my father Brews unto Maute- 
by," and is dated Jan. 31, 17 Edward IV., 
1477-8.] 



then sitaatioD, and be a meaiu of preserving ber from 
aay dida^recabte accident. 

* [The priest of Caister chapel was Dr. Yotton» 
chaplain also to the qaeen.] 



PASTON LETTERS. 



121 



LETTER CCCCIV.— (XUX. vol. v. p. 213.) 



[John Paston writes to his mother from 
Swainsthorp, informing her of hit having 
made an appointment for her with James 
Hubbart and Dr. Pykenham at Norwich 
during the week after Midlent Sunday, for 
the purpose of advising her on certain matters 
relating to her property ; and in a postscript 
tells her she ought to be in Norwich five or 
six days before the lawyers, to look up her 
evidences and all other things ; probably her 
title-deeds connected with tiie property dis- 
puted between her and the Duke of Suffolk. 
Being now married himself, John Paston 
seems to have been employing his talents for 
match-making in favour of his brother Ed- 
mund; and he writes to his mother — "I 
heard while I was in London where was a 
goodly young woman to marry, which was 
daughter to one Seff, a mercer, and she shall 
have 200/. in money to her marriage, and 
twenty marks (13/. 6s. Sd,) by year of land, 
after the decease of a step-mother of hers, 
which is upon fifty years of age ; and ere I 
departed out of London I spake with some of 
the maid's friends, and have gotten their good 
wills to have her married to my brother Ed- 
mund : notwithstanding those friends of the 
maid's that I communed with advised me to 
get the good will of one Sturmyn, which is in 
Master Pykenham*8 danger Cdebt) so much 
that he is glad to please him. And so I 
moved this matter to Master Pykenham, and 
incontinently he sent for Sturmyn, and deli- 
vered his good will for my brother Edmund ; 
and he granted him his good will, so that he 
could get the good will of the remanent that 
were executors to Seff as well as the said 
Sturmyn was; and thus far forth is the 



matter." He then requests a letter from his 
mother in favour of Edmund to Dr. Pyken- 
ham, and he says — " and, for I am acquainted 
with your conditions of old, that ye reck not 
who inditeth more letters tlian ye, therefore I 
have drawn a note to your secretary's band. 
Friar Perse, which letter we must pray you 
to send us by the bearer hereof, and I trust it 
shall not be long from Master Pykenham.*' 
John Paston seems to have been possessed 
with a most active spirit of intrigue. Ed- 
mund Paston was at this time staying at 
Swainsthorp, which, however, his brother says 
"for none interest that his hostess your 
daughter nor I could intreat him, might not 
keep him but that he would have been at 
home with you at Mauteby on Sunday last 
past at night ; and as he was departing from 
hence had we word from French's wife that, 
God yeld (thank) you, mother, ye had given 
him leave to disport him here with us for a 
seven or eight days, and so the drevyll (simple" 
ton) lost his thank of us and yet abode never- 
theless. Your daughter sendeth you part of 
such poor stuff as I sent her from Iiondon^ 
beseeching you to take it in gree (Javottr), 
though it be little plenty that she sendeth 
you; but as for dates, I will say truth, ye 
have not so many by two pounds as were 
meant unto you, for she thinks at this season 
dates right good meat, whatsoever it meaneth, 
I pray God send good tidings.*' Fenn says 
that dates were formerly considered whole- 
some for ladies in Margery Paston's situation, 
and at any rate the notice is curious. The 
letter is dated Ash Wednesday, Feb. 4, 
1477-8.] 



LETTER CCCCV.— (XXIL vol. i. p. 297.) 

[This letter ocnnbinef very curiously an aoooont of the writer's schoolboy studies and pn^ress with that of 
his courtship and a description of his mistress. Besides an interesting picture of the domestic manners of 
the time, it proves, as is remarked by Hallam in his ' State of Europe during the Middle Ages,* vol. iii. 
p. 997, " that Latin versification was tanght at Eton as early as the beginning of Edward the I Vth's reign. It is 
true that tilie specimen he (Master Wm. Fasten) rather proudly exhibits, does not much differ fix>m what we 
denominate nonsenSe verses. Buta more material observation is, that the sons of country gentlemen living at 
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H i*itiiHtili*niMo iliHliiiitv %ii*n> «lmHl) ttnit ta tmhlic frhcMli for KtunnuitiaJ cdacation.** We may add, V. 
I'it«iim « M ii|ii»iiiruU> iiiil on titp fouiuUiu^u, imt tnt at a Iwarder. Fenn wKvm he wms " at tliu time I mppo* 
nlmiii (iiiihli^ii or l^onl), a iinw> or lifr «hru he mi{:lit hav« been better ^ployed than in leandaf ti 
iimki< \rrH« " Tiuo: anil Iti* miisM lui\c U<«>n «twM> empk»\-ed,— at any rate hia letter proves tint Ui 
rttlculiini %!«■ not b\ any niriiit* mtlrl> tUnvtril lo ihit one ofject. Hitcj'es are open to the chanuof 
xiMiUi «imI iHviut) . anti he Mvm* to h:i\-r ailoi^rd die •rMtociatie feriin; in umor of ^Ifi*^**' hands ; vlub 
1u> u \\\ lat niraita UuU to the «iktam or « oriAh pnid« 



7^1 hi* wtnhif^l hrettkfr^ JtJim Patftm^ he this delifwrBi im ktuie, 

UiuiK iv\or«*uil Aiul W(Wihi»ful l>Txith«r, after I dirrlliDg is ia LondoD; but her mother and 
all »l»»iu» of MNMrnmciMUluui I reiNnmiMiid ' * ' ' *- ^ — ?i— ^ 

nil* (o \ou. (li^irii>|t lo lM«r of Vi^u mv- 
)viii> All*) ni'lAuv, whwh I iv-ay Ivi^ kwj; 
lo «-oiMunu* 1,' his {JMsureAiHt lo y»HU heiul « 
*h'*iw. uTtt;\|j: )ou nwl iIva? I KW*.^*d A 
l.^ttn tVMm \,«t:, tu ihenhu^h Vnrr nM Sa. 
« i:. \\h- «V.:«V. I »Hoix)t) Ni\ A ^>a:; ^ts* «iu>- 

1 Ah 4^'. «V.-« V. M' «";:: V« a pro;^eenar. * aMS 
fA \v\ UxkaI. «jkl''ivl tVinutf N** ?."«%. »■» 



;K « ,iwi>v k.\\ ^s a>vcK,^ )u.X*- 



"1 



X X' 



V . 1 I ■ 



^ > 



•he came to a plaoe of Im fire nules fiom 
Ktcm vhcw the ««ddiii|r was, for became it 
was ni^ to the pentkvMn whi^ wedded ba 
daujrlflvr : axhi on MoDdaT nest emning, tiiii 
i* «« aay. ^ &« Mondaj of Cloan JjbA* her 
awcwr and it»e will go to thepawki atShwe^ 
and w) fffth v IrfcAm, ax»d rime to abide b 
a TlaM' «f hes is Bk-nr Qmrekjud : and if it 
fu«rT-i« V iaqxiise cf km her ma^erinaM 
» M^crw a: wpv. ^le naac of Ae d«^te 
is Mnptcvc A'.xii*fw. me aee of her m^ byiD 

:haft« 







-*! • irc T-i-ot I ^-iMt rr ant 

:■■■— V.'z T^T": i'_-rs. Til?: 



» * 
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AdcL these two verses aforesaid be of mine 

own making. 
No more to you at this time, but God have 

you in his keeping. 



Eton, 
Wedneaday, 83d of February-j 
1478-9. 18 E. IV. 



Written at Eton the even of Saint Mathias 
the Apostle, in haste, with the hand of your 
brother. 

William Paston, junior. 



J^/ 



LETTER CCCC VL^L. vol. v. p. 221 .) 



[This is a very strange letter. The writer, 
after recommending herself in the usual style, 
proceeds thus : " Touching tiie cause of my 
writing to your mastership is, forasmuch 
as I appointed with you to have been with 
you by the day that ye assigned me of, the 
which, without your good supportation, I 
cannot well have mine inten^ witiiout it 
please you to send one of your men to me, 
and I shall provide a letter in mine uncle's 
name, the which he shall deliver to my 
cousin as (if) be were my uncle's mes- 
senger ; and by this mean I will come at your 
request, for my cousin would I should not 
depart with him {leave him), without it were 
to mine uncle's service ; his and all others I 
refuse for yours, if my simple service may be 
to your pleasure ; and of an answer hereof I 
beseech you by the bringer of my bill, and I 
will conform me to your intent by the grace 
of God, the which mot (matf) preserve you at 
all hours.'* Signed "By your woman and 
servant, Constance Rennyforth," Cobham, 
Saturday, March 21, 1477-8. By this lady 
Sir John had a natural daughter, to whom her 
mother left ten marks, by will, dated Feb. 4, 
1481, on her coming of age ; she afterwards ap- 
pears to have resided with her uncle John Pas- 
ton, then Sir John, between 1495 and 1500, wid 
to have been sought 'm marriage by John Clip- 



pesby, of Oby, Esq., as appears from another 
letter given in the Fifth Vol. of the quarto 
edition, of the reign of Henry VII. Sir John 
Fenn says '* The style of this letter is artless 
and simple, but the lady's contrivance by a 
forged letter, as from her uncle to her cousin, 
to leave him and to go to Sir John, shows she 
understood what she had undertaken, and that 
her attachment to him got the better of every 
other consideration." Artless and simple! 
He adds " no one can read this letter without 
feeling an interest in the welfare of her writer.** 
To us the style of language, so obscure and 
involved, and the spelling, which is not very 
good in the original, seems rathor that of a 
bold and perhaps vulgar woman ; and Sir John 
is here strangely at issue with his own remarks, 
upon which we made a few observations in 
Letter ccxlvii. vol. i. p. 199.] 



LETTER CCCCVII.— (LXXXIII. vol. ii. p. 261.) 

It appears by this letter that Sir John Paston feared that bi» mother would not send the cloUi of gold to him 
lest he shonUl seU it, and not apply the money to the purpose of erecting a tomb to the memory of his 
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father, who liad now been dead twelve yean. He was buried very comptaondy in Bromholm Primy ; aai 
]>robably a suitable tomb should have been immediately erected, but u»d been defened by Sir Joiui from 
time to time on account of the expense. 

To mjf right wortkipful mother, Margaret Patton, he thit cIcCiwriedL 

Michapltniu that there sball be a tomb and 
•omewhat else OTer my father** gniTe^ oo 
wfaoee soul God hare mercy, that tfaete tliin 
none be like it in Norfolk; aind as ye aball be 
glad hereafter to ne it ; and God tend me 
Leifure that I may come home, and if I do 
not, yet the money ihall be put to none 
other use, but kept by lome that ye trust till 
that it may be bestowed according aa is above 
written, and else I give you cauae never to 
trust me while ye and I live. 

When I was last with you, ye granted lint 
the said cloth of gold should be bewared 
(expended in exdtange) about thia work that if 
above written, which, if ye will pedorm,! 
undertake that there shall be such a tomb is 
ye shall be pleased at, though it cost me 
20 marks (13/. 6t. Sd.) of mine own pone 
beside, if I once set upon it. 

No more, but I beseech Grod have yon in 
his keeping. 

Written at London the Wedneaday in 
Whitsun-week, in the 18th year of Bdward IV. 

Please it you to send me word by Wbeatley 
of your pleasure herein. 

By your son, 

John Paston, knight. 



Please it you to weet, that whereas I in- 
tended to have been at home this Midsummer, 
and purposed with your good help to have 
begun upon my father*s tomb so that it might 
have been ended this summer; it is so, that 
for such causes as are now begun between my 
Lord of Suffolk and me for the manors of 
Heylesdon, Drayton, &c., for which matters I 
must needs be here this next term ; therefore 
I deem it would be after Midsununer ere than 
{before) I can see you. 

Please it you also to weet that I commtmed 
with Master Pykenham to weet if he would 
buy the cloth of gold for so much as he de- 
sired once to have bought it, and he offered 
me once 20 marks (13/. 6e. Hd,) therefor, ne- 
vertheless it cost me 24/. ; yet now, when that I 
spake to him thereof, he refused to buy it ; 
and said that he had now so many charges 
that he may not. 

But it is so that the king doth make certain 
copes and vestments of like cloth, which he 
iiiteiideth to give to the college of Fotherin- 
gay where my Lord his father is now buried, 
and he buyeth at a great price ; I communed 
with the vestment maker for to help me forth 
with twelve yards, and he hath granted to do 
as Wheatley can tell you; wherefore if it 
please you that it be bestowed for to make a 
tomb for my father at Bromholm, if ye like 
to send it hither, if it be sold I undertake ere 



T>oiidon, 
Wednesdav, 13th of May, 
1478. 'l8E. IV. 



LETTER CCCCVIII.— (U. vol. v. p. 225.) 



[Walter Paston writes to his mother Mar- 
garet from Oxford relative to his expenses 
Siere. He says, " I marvel sore that you sent 
me no word of the letter which I sent to you 
by Master William Brown at Easter. I sent 
you word that time that I should send you 
mine expenses particularly; but as at this 
time the bearer hereof had a letter suddenly 
that he should come home, and therefore I 
could have no leisure to send them you on 
that wise, and therefore I shall write to you in 
this letter the whole sum of my expenses 
since I ^'as with you till Easter last past, and 



also the receipts, reckoning the twenty shil- 
lings that I had of you to Oxon wards with 
the bishop's finding: — 

The whole sum of receipts £. 



IS 



And the whole sum of ex- 
penses is • • • • • 

And that [what"] cometh over 
my receipts and my ex- 
penses I have borrowed of 
Master Edmund, and it 
drawethto 



s. 
17 



rf. 
6 



6 5 5f 



8 






and yet I reckon none expenses since Easter, 
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but u for them they be not gieat." Fenn 
■ays, "Had this letter cantaiaed a particular 
account oT Walter Pa«lon"» aipeDKi at Ox- 
ford it would have been more curioia; we 
mult, hotrerer, take it at we find it, and be 
content with linowiug that he had expended 
6/. ii, i^. tiom the time be left hii mother to 
Eaiterla^ which tbii year fell on the 32od 
March, ttoni which time it wai now two 
Dionthi, and of the expemoi 'tince incurred' 
he layt ' th^ be not great.' We laaj tbere- 
foK conclode the former account wai from 
the Michaelma* preceding, and a moderate 
one ; if lo we may furly eitimate hii univer- 
■ity education at lOOl. a-year of Our preient 



money. I mean Aat 12/. lOi. 11^, would 
then procure ai many neceuariea and com- 
fotW ai lOOi, will at thi« day." Thie letter ij 
dated Tuexlay, May 19, 1478, and is ai^ed 
"By your »onn and koIh, Walter Paalon." 
We add the autograph. 






LETTER CCCCIX^LII.ToLr.p.229.) 
[J, WHETtET (or Whealley) here writei ■ 
long letter to Sir Jobs Pajton, " lodged at the 
■ign of the George at Paul'i Wharf in Ion- 
don," about diven matten connected witli the 
litigated titlei to Heyleidon and Drayton ma- 
nori. He nys, " Pint, your lubpcena to Den- 
ton «a« delivered by me on Trmity Sunday 
in bit parish church at matiiu time, before 
all the aubitance of the pariih." The Krving 
of a (ubpiEna cm a Sunday in aeiriee time, 
and publicly, is a very curioug circumitsnce, 
and it ia not mentioned ai b«ng at alt out of 
the ordinary eoiine : when penonal feeling! 
or inlereiti were involved the clergy seem to 
have been treated with as little ceremony as 
the laity. He then proceeds to descritie the 
proceedings at Draytnu and Heylesdon, and 
givM us B lively sketch of fiie Duke of Suf- 
folk's blustering bearing and manners, seem- 
ing to have out-Heroded Herod. "As for 
Drayton wood it is not all down yet, but it 
draws fast toward. I have the names of all 
tbeministras(jfr[Bii(tor(^«f>) of and in that 
wood, and more shall know ere I come if there 
be any more dealing, &c. And as for Hey- 
lesdon, my Lord of Suffolk' waslhere on Wed- 



nesilay in Whilsun week (13/* May), and there 
dii]ed,anddrewaslew, and took great plenty of 

ftvour o( > ganilemaD nniduni at WiosSelil^ ws 

anxX atiiw Ddapulet, collnled is«4 by Willlnm 
Bedford, penMual eunia ot Wtagfleld," whldi br- 
merl; hunf In a ftana in the ehuRh. II li than 
•uted at Dnlu WiUUm, thml -' his boty VH nit np 



mtA by the Q^re 



mbl; interred p but he 



T^( i^"- 



«*°™%"" of 



liUnbieldiimtha firiDiDflhe 
1 Effinla,' but callt il Ihs eS; 



1 John da la Pole, DnkE of Siifblk, mutifd EIlu. 
twih, third dauihlnof Bii:li*idPlinligeiHt,aDd sislrr 
otEdwudlV. They both lie boti«aetWiiiga.ld. 
ia Suftdk. [tn the pmiuus T<tiiuiiB. at page ID, we 
bava atatsd that Faoa' was ia error as la the muau- 
uuDts of the Db la Pol«: bat we are glnd to be sble 
(o da hiv the JosUce u> say thai Iha error iij aot in 
bis tlalaaaet, bat hi thoss of Stothaid sad the 






re nil tho'-delilli .iih lb" toi ""'™''"''' 
ually^utrd." he bai deplrted on ^ sword-bell 

but tot which Ue moDUniBUt ilielf gives not the 
■liKhlen sulhorily i tOr the correipuwlenl lo whum 
we have HliBsdy lekiiowlviged our obli^inn auys, 
" 1 caa disCDfer Du appflanuce of arnuoT any kind 
on SB]' pail of Ihe l^an. aut sin I we aaytliiim 
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fish ; yet hadi he left yoa a pike or two again 
ye come, the which would be great comfort to 
all your fneods and discomfort to your ene- 
mies; for at his being there that day there 
was never no man that j^yed Herod in Car- 
pus Christi play^ better, and more agreeable 
to his pageant, than he did ; but ye shall un- 
derstand that it was afternoon and the weather 
hot, and he so feeble for sickness that his legs 
would not bear him, but there was two men 
had great pain to keep him on his feet; and 
then> ye were judged. Some said * slay,* some 
said * put him in prison;* and forth come my 
lord, and he would meet you with a spear, 
and have none other mends (amendt) for that 
trouble as ye have put hun to but your 
hearths blood, and that will he get with 
his own hands; for and {if) ye have Heyles- 
don and Drayton ye shall have his life with 
it; and so he comforted your enemies with 
that word that they have dealed and dealeth 
with the wood; and (the) most principal now 
is Nicholas Ovy, for as for Farrer* the mayor 
he deals not without it be under covert; for 
it is said that he besought my lord that he 
might have other assignments for his money 
that he had pud, for plainly he would deid 
no more with the wood ; and so my lord hath 
set in the bailiff of Cossey : and all is done 

like au inscription." Stothard has also added, on 
the authority of Weever, a mutilated inscription, as 
belonging to this tomb : " Hie jacet Domiuus Wing- 
field ae Letheringham cujus anime." But 

both Weever and Gough distinctly separate the 
monument and the inscriptions. Weever says, sotne 
sentences after mentioning the three Dukes of Suf- 
folk, " In the parish church are these inscriptions or 
epitaphs: — 

Ric. de la Pule ) sons of Mich. 

Johnn. de la Pole ) de la Pole. 

Dom. Wingfield de Letheringham," &c. 
This, however, has probably been the foundation of 
the mistake ; and we are not aware that the writer 
of the article in the 'Gentleman's Magazine' had 
any other authority than Stothard' s. That the 
efiigy is in truth that of the unfortunate William 
de la Pole is still farther confirmed, as our cor- 
respondent observes, by the use of the lion at the 
feet, as in the other De la Pole monuments.] 

1 ^The old mysteries or miracle plays. Corpus 
Chnsti day is the Thursday after the octave of Whit- 
suntide, a time when the mysteries were frequently 
performed.] 

^ [Richard Farrer, or Ferriour, was five times 
mayor of Norwich, in 1478, 1478, 1488, 1493, and 
1498.] 



in lus name; and as for his aerva 
daily threat my master jour brotbei 
to slay for coming on their loid*s grov 
they say that we made aventore, and 
answeied as ye commanded me, f 
a great chall^ige make they to Mas 
bom liaster Woddiouse, Wisenoan, v 
divers that I know not their namei 
holdeth his own that they get no g 
him ; and this be lets them know, tit 
beat him or any of his they shall ab 
far) six for one^ and so they deal not 
their tongues; and as yel^ since Farr 
London, there passes not three acres 
down, but they carry fSsst for fear 
It is also added, farther on, that Farr 
to have denied being aware that Sir , 
had an interest in the manors, and 
<' Wiseman was bound to Farrer to 
harmless, and he had for bringing di 
about, that Farrer should^have tl 
twenty shillings." This we suppost 
account of the difficulty of gettii^ 
tomer from the generally-known disp 
to the property. Wheatley then 
that hehaa applied to one Popy fo 
claimed from nim by Paston, << whi 
(Popy) saith is a strange thing to bin 
it appears the person who owed the 
his uncle ; but ne was, it seems, not v 
to pay a part for a release from th 
like a wise man, rather than be prol 
volved in a law-suit. Wheatley n< 
that Worcester (or Botoner) is agaii 
as to Sir J. Fastolf s affairs, but he 
write fully, as he expects to be with 
in about a week, " without I may hj 
comfort of money than I have ye 
adds, " And as for my mistress, you 
(jhe) hath been greatly diseased ant 
that she weened to have died, and b 
her will, the which, ye shall understa 
when I come, for there is every man 
self; I know not the circumstance 
thing as yet, and therefore I write nc 
you therein, but I am promised to 1 
I depart from thence." This will n< 
effect, as the one proved after her d 
dated Feb. 4, 1481. This long and 
ing letter is dated from I^orwich 
1478.] ' 
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LETTER CCCCX.-<LXXXIV. voL ii. p. 266.) 

The following is indorsed, " Lr& Johi Fuston mil ^ qa& patet** " Se fore in m&gno favore Regis.*' This 
letter is iu answer to that of Sir John Paston to his mother, dated 13th of May, 1478, and shows the desire 
that she had that some tomb should be erected over her husband's grave. [The mention of Clere expend- 
ing 100/. upon the desks in the choir is very curious : the sum is large, but was probably for the rich 
though, sometimes grotesque carvings so profUsely lavished or some of our ancient religious edifices. Her 
advice regarding the marriage is also noticeable, if only for the kindly womanly feeling that bredu out 
through the other selfish motives suggested by her, " if ye can find in your heart to love her.*'] 

To the right worthigful Sir John Patton, Knight, 



I QREET you well, and'send you God's blesa- 
ing and mine ; lettine you weet that I bare 
sent you by Wheatley (be cloth of gold, 
charging you that it be not sold to none other 
use than to the performing of your Cher's 
tomb as ye send me word in writing ; if ye 
sell it to any other use, by my troth, I shall 
never trust you while I live. 

Remember that it cost me 20 marks 
(13 • 6«. Sof.) the pledging out of it, and if I 
were not glad to see that made, I would not 
depart from it Remember you what charge 
I have had with you of late, which will not 
be for my ease tins two years ; when ye may, 
better, I trust ye will remember it. 

My cousin Clere ^ doth as much cost at 
Bromholm as will draw an 100/. upon the 
desks in the choir, and in other places, and 
Hey don in likewise^ and if there should nothing 
be done for your father it would be too great 
a shame for us all, and in chief to see him lie 
as he doth. 

Also as I understand it, my cousin' Robert 
Clere tlunketh great unkindness in dealing 
wi^ him of Peacock, for certain pasture that 
ye granted him to have, and Peacock hath let 
it to others, such as he list to let it to, notwith- 
standing my cousin hath laid Ihe pasture with 
his cattle, and Peacock hath distrained them. 
I think this dealing is not as it should be : I 
would that each of you should do for other, 
and live as kinnnen and friends; for such 
servants may make trouble betwixt you, which 
were against courtesy, so nigh neighbours as 
ye be. He is a man of substance and worship^ 
and so will be taken in this shire; and I were 



1 ^iniliam or Thomas Clere ; thev both died with- 
out issue, and were succeeded by Robert tibeir next 
brother, who was knighted in 1494 and died in 1529. 
The advice which^ she gives her ion respecting his | 



loath that ye should lose the good will of such 
as may do for you. 

Item, whereas ye have begun your claim in 
Heylesdon and Drayton, I pray Grod send you 
good speed and furtherance in it ; ye have as 
good a season as ye would wish, considering 
that your adversary stands not in best favour 
wilh the king. 

Also ye have the voice in this country, that 
ye may do as much with the king as any 
Knight that is belonging to the court; if it be 
so, I pray Qod continue it ; and also that ye 
should marry right nigh of ihe queen's blood;' 
what she is we are not as certain, but if it be so 
that your land should come again by thfe 
reason of your marriage, and to be set in rest, 
at the reverence of God forsake it not if ye 
can find in your heart to love her, so that she 
be such one as ye can think to have issue by, 
or else my by troth I had rather that ye never 
married in your life. 

Also, if your matter take not now to good 
effect, ye and all your friends may repent 
them that ye began your claim, without that 
ye have taken such a sure way as may be to 
your intent, for many inconveniences that may 
fall thereof; God send you good speed in all 
your matters. 

Written at Mauteby, the day after Saint 
Austin,^ in May, the 18th year of King 
Edward IV. 

By your mother. 

Mauteby, 

Tuesday. 26th of May, 

1478. 18 E. IV. 



behaviour towards this gentleman shows her to be a 
woman of sense and discernment 

3 Some lady of the Woodvile or Widvile family. 

' St. Augustine, 25th of May. 
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LETTER CCCCXI.— (LXXX V. toI. ii. p. 27 1 .) 

\l'e sec by this aecofant the mithodi mraetiwd by the gnat men of the time to get poeeeanon of estatai Vki 
benetkcn : and wr are informed of the king|s intention of nttinx as a judge to try a criminaL 



dutva liktrwuie of the Earl of Oxford are curious. 



The 



To John PoiiWf E$q., be this letter delivered, or to my mittmtf his wife, at Nortmck^ to ddmr 

to him. 



Bbotiier John, I recommend me to you, and 
I thank God, my sister your wife, and you, of 
my fair nephew Christoplier, which I under- 
itaiid ye have, whereof 1 am right glad, and I 
pray God send you many if it be his pleasure ; 
nevertheless ye be not kind that ye send me no 
weetiug thereof; I had knowledge by footmen 
or ever ye could find any messenger on horse- 
back to bring me word diereof. 

Sir, it is so that the Duke of Buckingham ^ 
sliall come on pilgrimage to Walsingham, and 
so to Bokenham Castle to my lady his sister :' 
and then it is supposed, that he shall to my 
Lady of Norfolk,* and mine uncle William 
Cometh with him ; and he telleth me that there 
is like to be trouble in the manor of Oxnead ; 
wherefore I pray you take heed lest that the 
Duke of Suffolk's council play therewith now 
at the vacation of the benefice,* as they did 
with the benefice of Drayton, which by the 
lielp of Master John Salett and Domie his 
iiiiui, there was a quest made by tlie said 
Donue, tliat found that the Duke of Suffolk 
was very jiatroii, which was false, yet they did 
it for an evidence ; but now if any such prat 
(^ practice) should be laboured it is I hope in 
better case, for such a thinj^ must needs be 
found before Master John Smyth, who is our 
old friend; wherefore I pray you labour him, 
that, if need be, he may do us a friend's turn 
therein. 

Item, both ve and I must needs take this 
matter as our own, and it were for none other 



1 Ilenrv StalTurd. He was beheaded in 1483, 1 
Kichanl ill. 

'^ Joan, sister to Henry Duke of Buck ingham. was 
the second wife of Sir William Kne\et, knight, of 
Bokenham Castle, Norfolk. 

3 Klizabeth, widow of John Mowbray, Duke of 
Norfolk. 

* Agnes Pjisfon, grandmother to Sir John, pre- 
sented Thomas Everard to the rectory of Oxnead in 
147.'V, and in 1479 she again presented William 
iiarthuluiew, so that the Duke of Suffolk either did 
not atti>m])t to disturb her right, or at least did not 
succeed if he endeavoured to do it. 



cause but for our good giaDdain*s sake; nerer- 
theless ye wrote well, that there is anodtt 
entress {inttrt$t) looging to ns after her de 
cease; if there be any such thing begun then 
by such a fryer or priest, as it is said, I marrd 
that ye sent me no word thereof : bot ye hare 
now wife and child, and so much to caze for 
that ye forget me. 

As for tidings here, I hear tell that my cou- 
sin Sir Robert Chamberlain hath entered tin 
manor of Scoltoo upon your bedfellow Coh 
yers,* whereof ye send me no word. 

Item, young William Brandon* is amited 
for that he should have by force laTish^ m 
old gentlewoman, and yet was not thetevitit 
eased, but ravished her eldest daughter, and 
then would have ravished the other sister both; 
wherefore men say foul of him, and that he 
would eat the hen and all her chickens; and 
some say that the king intendeth to sit upon 
him, and men say he is like to be hanged, for 
he hath wedded a widow.7 



* [The custom of sleeping together seems not ta 
have been uncommon in this or even a later tge, 
and to have generally implied a great degree of coo- 
fideucc and friendship. Shakspere has more than 
once alluded tuthe custom, and Malone characterised 
it as " unseemly ;" but, as the editor of the ' Pictorial 
Shakspere * truly observes. " customs are unseemlj. 
for the most part, when they are opposed to tha 
general usages of society, and to the stale of pubtie 
opinion. The necessity for two x>ersons occupying 
one bed belonged to an age when rooms were large 
and furniture scantv." — Histories, vol. i. p. 341.] 

* We are not told who this William Brandon iras, 
therefore it must remain uncertsun whether he wai 
related to Sir WiUiam Brandon or not. [Ja*. 
Pettit Andrews, in his ' Anecdotes/ alludes to this 
as an instance of the early existence of the class of 
silly and profligate young men who, at difierent 
periods, under the names of bucks, bloods, mohawiu, 
and swells, have endeavoured to attain notoriety by 
sacriticing all common sense and decency, and pub- 
licly committing follies and crimes alike mean and 
mischievous; and for which many, we have no 
doubt, have no taste whatever, and no motive but a 
morbid vanity craving for public attention.] 

' His being already a married man was certainlr 
an aggravation of his crime. 
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Item, at for tiie pageant that men say that the 
Earl of Oxford hath played at Hammes,! sup- 

rse ye have heard thereof; it is so long ago, 
was not in this country when the tidings 
came, therefore I sent you no word thereof; 
but for conclusion, as I hear say, he leaped 
the walls, and went to the dyke, and into the 
dyke to the chin ; to what intent I cannot tell ; 
some say to steal away, and some think he 
would have drowned himself and so it is 
deemed. 



No more, but I am not certain whether I 
shall come home in haste or not. 

Written at London, the day next St. Bar* 
tholomew.^ in the eighteenth year of Edward 
IV. 

John Paston, knight. 



I^ndon. Sunday or Tuesday, 
23rd or S5tli of August, 
1478. 18E. IV. 



LETTER CCCCXII.— (LIII. vol. v. p. 237.) 



r William Paston, a younger brother of 
John's, was bom in 1459, and was now about 
nineteen years of age, and pursuing his studies 
at Eton. He writes to inquire as to his bro- 
ther's health, and to thank him for a << noble 
in gold"' which he had received, but goes on 
to state that << my creanser (creditor) Master 
Thomas (Stevenson) heartily recommendeth 
him to you, and he prayeth you to send him 
some money for my commons, for he saith ye 
be twenty shillings in his debt, for a month 
was to pay for when he had money last ; also 



I beseech you to send me a hose cloth, one for 
the holy days of some colour, and another for 
the working days (how coarse soever it be it 
maketh no matter), and a stomacher, and two 
shirts, and a pair of slippers : and if it like 
you that I may come witn Alweder by water, 
and sport me with you at London a day or 
two this term-time, then ye may let all this be 
till the time that 1 come, and then I will tell 
you when I shall be ready to come from Eton 
by the grace of God, who have you in his 
keeping." Dated from Eton, Nov. 7, 1478.] 



LETTER CCX^CXIII.— (LI V. vol. v. p. 239.) 



[William de Pykenham, who was afterwards 
chancellor of Norwich and archdeacon of 
Suffolk, writes in this letter as a friend to 
Margery Paston, discouraging an attempt ap- 
parently desired to be made to force Walter 
Paston into the church before he was legally 
eligible. The opinion given seems a sincere 
and honest one, and the postscript is curious, 
showing that though bribery in endeavouring 
to obtain church preferment was common 
enough to render its offer no matter of surprise 
or ofl'ence, it was not always effectual. He 
says, " I have received your letter and under- 
stand your desire, which is against the law for 
three causes; one is, for your son Walter is not 
tonsured, in mother tongue called Benett; 
another cause, he is not twenty-four yean of 
age, which is required complete; the third, 

VOL. II. 



he ought of right to be priest within twelve- 
months, after tiiat he is parson,' without so 
were he had a dispensation from Rome, by our 
Holy Father the Pope, which I am certain 
cannot be had; therefore I present not your 
desire unto my lord, lest he would have taken 
it to a displeasure; or else to take a great 
simpleness m your desire, which should cause 
him, in such matters as shall fortune you to 
speed vrith him another time, to show unto 
you the rigour of the law, which I would be 
loth ; therefore present another man able ; ask 
counsel of Master John Smyth, and cease of 
your desire in this part, for it is not goodly 



1 24th of August 

[* This refers to his serving as a curate as a qua- 
lification for orders.] 

K 
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neither godly, and let notyour desiie be known 
after my advice : be not wroth, tiiough I send 
unib you thus plainly in the matter, for 1 
would ye did as well as any woman in Nor- 
folk, that is, with right, to your honour, porosr 
perity, and to the pleasure of God, with you 
and fdl yours, who have you in his blessed 
keeping. From Hoxne on Candlemas-day. 



'* I send you your present again in the 

WiLUAM PtKSNHAM. 



box. 




Hoxne, 
Taesday, Feb. 2, 1478-9. 



LETTER CCCCXIV 

[From this letter Walter Paston appears to 
have removed to Oxford, and his tutor, £d- 
mimd Alyard, writes to his mother, Margery 
Paston, from Oxford, Thursday, March 4, 
1478-9, giving certainly a very favourable 
account of the young man, as follows : — *' As 
for your son Walter, his labour and learning 
hath been, and is, in the faculty of art, and 
is well sped therein: and may be bachelor 
at such time as shall like you, and then to go 
io law, I can think it to his preferring, but it is 



.— (LV. vol. v. p. 243.) 

not good he know it unto the time he shall 
change; and as I conceive there shall none 
have that exhibition to the faculty of law, 
therefore move ye the executors that at sodi 
time as he shall leave it ye may put another 
in his place, such as shall like you to prefer. 
If he shall go to law, and be made bachekr 
of arts before, and ye will have him home tfaii 
year, then may he be bachelor at Midsummo^ 
and be with you in Ihe vacation, and go to 
law at Michaelmas."] 



LETTER CCCCX v.— (LVI. vol. v. p. 245.) 



TW ALTER Paston writes to his brother Sir 
John for money for his expenses at Oxford; he 
^ays, — " I sent a letter to my brother John, 
•certifying my costs, and the causes why that 
I woiild proceed, but as I have sent word to 
my mother, I purpose to tarry now till it be 
Michaelmas, for, if I tarry till then, some of 
my costs shaLl be paid ; for I supposed, when 
that I sent the letter to my brother John, that 
the queen's brother should have proceeded at 
Midsummer, and therefore I beseeched her to 
send me some money, for it will be some cost 
to me, but not much." The. queen's brother 
here mentioned was no doubt Lionel Wideville, 
afterwards Bishop of Salisbury, in 1482; 
Fenn says, " It appears from this letter that 
when any person related to the royal family 



took any degree in the university, a part of 
the expenses of those who became graduate! 
at the same time were borne by such peison- 
age. It does not appear whether the universitj 
fees were so dischfiged, or whether it related 
only to the expense attending the feasts given 
at such time. It most probably related oolf 
to the expenses attending the good cheer; and 
if so, it might be confined to those of the same 
college only." An inceptor is one admitted 
to an university degree previous to the uroil 
time, up to which period he is so termed. 
Walter Paston concludes his letter by in- 
quiring " what is done with the ho^se I left at 
Tottenham, and whether the man be content 
that I had it of or not ?" It is dated from 
Oxford, Saturday, May 22, 1479.] 



LETTER CCCCX VI (LVII. vol. v. p. 249.) 



[This is another letter from Walter Paston to 
his brother John, announcing his being made 
a B.A., and noticing a reproach of his brother 
as to not complying with his request of writing 



how he got on. The letter, he says, did not 
contain such a request^ and was not received 
till too late if it had. The delay is thus afr 
counted for : — " Master Brown had that sam 
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time much money in a bag, so that he durst 
not bring it with him, and that same letter 
was in that same bag, and he had forgotten to 
take out the letter, and he sent all together by 
London, so that it was the next day after that 
I was made bachelor ere then the letter came, 
and so the fault was not in me. And if ye 
will know what day I was made bachelor, I 
was made on Friday was se'nnight (18M June)y 



and I made my feast on the Monday after 
(21«^ June), I was promised venison against 
my feast of my Lady Harcourt, and of 
another person too, but I was deceived of 
both ; but my guests held them pleased with 
such meat as they had, blessed be God, who 
have you in his keeping." • Dated Oxford, 
June 30, 1479.] 



LETTER CCCCXVII.— (LVIIL vol. v. p. 251.) 



[This letter, dated from Norwich, Saturday, 
August 21, 1479, has neither address nor sig- 
nature, but is supposed to have been written 
by John Paston. Walter Paston died at 
Norwich, and was buried at St. Peter's, Hun- 
gate; Agnes Paston died about the same 
time, and was buried in Norwich Cathedral. 
The "uncle William" is always spoken of 
with ill feeling, and seems now to be sus- 
pected of having some sinister designs upon 
his mother's property, to a part of which, how- 
ever, if even he had no previous right, he might 
naturally expect to succeed under her will or 
settlement : " Sure tidings are come to Norwich 
that my grandam is deceased, whom God 
assoil! my uncle had a messenger yesterday 



that she should not escape, and this day came 
another at such time as we were at mass for 
my brother Walter, whom God assoil! My 
uncle was coming to have offered, but the last 
messenger returned him hastily, so that he 
took his horse incontinent to inform more of 
our heaviness. My sister is delivered, and 
the child jiassed to God, who send us of his 
grace. [This sister was probably Anne, wife 
of W. Yelverton.] Docking told me secretly 
that for any haste (in all haste) my uncle 
should ride by my Lady of Norfolk to have a 
threescore persons, whedier it is to convey my 
grandam hither or not he could not say; I 
deem it is rather to put them in possession of 
some of her lands."] 



LETTER CCCCXVIIL— (LXXXVI. vol. ii. p. 277.) 

This is the last letter from Sir John Paston, who died on the 15th of November following, hut wliether of 
the sickness which he seems in this letter so much to fear, I cannot discover. He here complains of sick- 
ness of body, and seems to have likewise much uneasiness of mind. The lands at Caister, Heylesdon, &c. 
were a constant trouble to him from the claims of the Dukes of Norfolk, Suffolk, &c. [His whole life, 
fVom his coming of age, seems to have beeu one game of law. Eveu in this his last letter he boasts of his 
skill in checking " uncle William " in the prosecution of his suits. The passion for holding land seems 
to have been very intense : the Fastens submit to almost any sacrifice rather than alienate land, and 
" unde William " and others seem equally ardent for its acquisition.] 

To the right worshipful Mistress Margaret Paston, he this delivered. 



Please it you to weet that I have been here 
at London a fortnight, whereof the first four 
days I was in such fear of the sickness, and 
also found my chamber and stuff not so clean 
as I deemed, which troubled me sore ; and as 
I told you at my departing I was not well 
moneyed, for I had not past ten marks (6/. 13<. 
4rf.), whereof I departed 40». to be delivered 
of my old bedfellow ; and then I rode beyond 



Dunstable, and there spake with one of my 
chief witnesses, which promised me to take 
labour and to get me writings touching this 
matter between me and the Duke of Suffolk,^ 
and I rewarded him (with) 20«., and then, as I 
informed you, I paid five marks (3/. 6«. 8rf.) 
incontinent (immediately) upon my coming 

1 John de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk. * 
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hnt to f^MMM €iit iBjr (own 01 fwfiflt nd 
odiargcar; andduDlhowdtoiMnFobofrowid 
tOBM of TowMocndf MM B6 huB flbodjfd^ 
not forth OTVtiiiet, and in oftet I could liBfO 
at the moit and at tiw MaDeit TMteniaj Mi. ; 
whoidbn I bflMoeh joa to pnifvf ma an lOOky 
md dfo to wiili to Paamok «at he porvaj 
ma ai mad^ lOOe., whieh I unpoie diat at 
badi sathoed at PiMton and ooer nilaeet bj 
tinedne; forwithoiitIlMnPotfaislOl,MGod 
helpme,IftarIihandobiitlitdegooid in no 
matter, nor yet I wote not hoir to eome home 
hot if (Md^) I hare it 

Thie geer hathtioiibledmeiotUtithadi 
made me more tiian half lick, ai God help me. 

Item, I mideraland tiiat my mole William 
hath made labour of the eiehMtor, and Aat he 
bath botii a writ of enend* doieth eztr. and 
alio a laperiedeai. I hare written to the ee- 
cbeator therein of mine intent ; if my uncle had 
UiwUl in tha^ yet thoiild he be nerer the 
nearer the land, mit in ellbct he dioald haye 
tlui advantige, which ii behoreftil for a weak 
matter, to haye a colour, or a cloak, or a but-> 
treM: but on Tneiday I wai with the Biihop 
of Ely,' who ihowe& hinuelf good and wor- 




tetV 



lAAfM, and ha add tftek lie dhooU 
mine undo Unniam 6Mit ha dMoU 
ceed in no each mattvtill ^Mit h 
■mi, andmoaaover tnafha ^4hhiH 
be hen hailily ; in wfaiflli mattv 1 
•inow,batif («nIm) it vnaaedwt 
dMatnr, if he he entnatid to ait faj mint 
Williain,wfaiekpaeaie ha AtM not, 
my bnoier John and I4M111MV 
of the day, and they nught ba tiboffe^ 
can cive eridenoe enoagE in teft nnl 
out ttie book : and moraofw Ant tiiej 
the letter and the odMT note dM I aa 
eedbeator, and with hdpot tiba 
might be ae beet ie s and if my 
Lomnor take labour henin I iUl 
their coitk 

Written in haate with diott 
the Frid«r not St. SBmon and Jude^ 
nineteenm vmr of Bdward IV, 

Let my brodwr Joho aee thia btD, 
knoweth man of the matter. 

JOBX PAfKm, 4il^ 



hi 



Mdiiy,19CherOBlobir» 
1479. 19B.IV. 



X E T T E R CCCCXIX.— (LIX. vol. v. p. 253.) 



[This is merely a bill of the receipts and 
expenses of a manor-court at Cressingham, 
held before John Paston, on Nov. 25, 1479; 



and the amount for a few sums paid on ao> 
count of the sickness and burial of hia brodier 

Walter.] 



LETTER CCCCXX.— (LX. vol. v. p. 255.) 



[John Paston here writes a detailed answer 
to his brother's letter (cccczviii). He informs 
him that Lomnor and himself had drawn a 
bill, and sent it by their brother Edmund, 
who chanced to have another errand to that 
part of the country, namely, to get the good- 
will of H. Spilman '* towards the bargain like 
to be finished luutily betwixt Mistress Clip- 

> Qy. footed t t. e., set foot out of his own hoose; 
otfooded, i.e., ent out of his own house, for fear of 
the sickness mentioned at the beginning of this letter? 

3 John Morton, afterwards iurchblcuBop of Canter- 
bury. 



pesby and him," afterwards still more detailedi 
John Paston goes on to relate that Edmund 
had found the escheator a more cealous friend 
than was desired. . At the desire of tta 
Bishop of Ely both parties were to refrain 
from litigation, and this was urged by Sd- 
mund on the escheator as a reason why Sfir 
John Paston's inquisition should not be mofod 
in unless Wm. Paston first moved for hk; 
''but the escheator answered him that bt 
would find it for you, after your bill, of bb 
own authority ; and so it was found.*' The 
opinions and advice conveyed in thefbUoiriilg 
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extracts are very creditable to John Paston^s 
honesty, as well as talent ; he appears to have 
been greatly improved by marriage, and to have 
shaken off something of his selfishness and 
greediness : — " But, sir, ye must remember 
Uiat my Lord of Ely desired mine uncle as 
well as you to surcease, as I put mine uncle in 
knowledge, and mine uncle at the first agreed 
that he would make no more suit about it, in 
trust that ye would do the same, according to 
my Lord of Ely's desire; wherefore ye had 
need to beware that the escheator skips not 
from you, when he cometh to London, and 
certify it, ere ye speak with him. * * ♦ ♦ 
Sir, your tenants at Cromer say that they 
know not who shall be their lord; they marvel 
that ye nor no man for you hath not yet been 
there. Also when I was with mine uncle, I 
had a long pystyl (Utter) of him, that ye had 
sent Peacock to Paston, and commanded the 
tenants there that they should pay none arrears 
a^s to him but if (unku) they were bound to 
him, by obligation, for the same ; mine uncle 
saith it was otherwise appointed before the 
arbitrators; &ey thought, he saith, that as 
well my master Fitzvralter as other, that he 
should receive &at as it might be gathered ; 
but now he saith that he weeteth well some 
shall run away, and some shall waste it, so that 
it is never like to be gathered, but lost ; and so 
I trow it is like to be of some of the debtors, 
what for casualty of death and these other 
causes before rehearsed; wherefore me think- 
etb, if it were appointed before the arbitrators 
that he should receive them, as he saith, it 
were not for you to break it, or else, if he be 
pleyn [full] executor to my grandam, then also 
ne ought to nave it. I speak like a blind man, 
do ye as ye think (bett), for I was at no such 
appointment before the arbitrators, nor I know 
not whether he is executor to my grandam or 
not, but by his saying.'* This is a very 
curious passage : so much employed as John 
Paston hskd been, it is scarcely possible to ima- 
gine that he could be wholly ignorant of so 
important a provision of his grandmother i 
wiU. He then proceeds with another, and, as 
we know, a favourite subject — a marriage, 
and for his brother Edmund : this was to be 
done by procuring the wardship of a young 
widow's son, and he urges Sir John to use his 
influence ** iiai mine uncle Sir George (Brown) 



may get to my brother Edmund of the king 
the wardship of John Clippesby, son and heir 
to John Clippesby, late of Oby, in the county 
of Norfolk, esquire, during the nonage of my 
Lord and Lady of York, though it cost four or 
five marks (2/. I3t. id,, or 3/. 6*, 8d.) the 
suit ; let mine uncle Sir George be clerk of 
the hana^, and keep the patent, if it be 
granted, till he have his money, and that shall 
not be long to. Mine uncle Sir George may 
inform &e king for truth that the child shall 
have no land during his young mother^s life, 
and there is no man [this means no father will 
marry his daughter to him] here &at will 
marry with him without they have some land 
with him, and so the giftshaJl not be great that 
the king should give him, and yet I trow he 
should get the mother by that mean.** Ttaa 
lady was the widow of WHliam Clippesby (not 
Jolm, says Fenn) of Oby ; she shortly after 
became the wife of Edmund Paston, by whom 
she had one son, and died in 1491. The post* 
script of this letter shows the nature of John 
Paston *s pecuniary and domestic troubles. 
*^ Sir, it is told me that Nicholas Barley, the 
squire, hath taken an action of debt against me 
this term ; I pray you let Wheatley or some- 
body speak with him, and let him weet that, 
if he sue me softly this term, that he shall be 
paid ere the next term be at an end ; it is about 
six pounds, and in faith he should have had it 
ere this time and (if) our threshers of Swains- 
thorp had not died ; and if I might haVe paid 
it him a year ago^ as well as I trust I shall 
soon after Chri^anas, I would not for twelve 

rounds have broken him so many promises aa 
have. Also, sir, I pray you send me, by the 
next man that comem from London, two pots 
of treacle of Genoa ; they shall cost I6d», for I 
have spent out that I had with my young 
wife, and my young folks, and myself; and I 
shall pay him that shall bring tiiem to me, 
and for his carriage; I pray you let it be 
sped. The people dieth sore in Norwich, and 
specially about my house, but my wife and my 
women come not out ; and flee farther we can- 
not, for at Swainsthorp, since my departing 
thence, they have died, and heea sick nigh in 
every house of the town.** Much sickness 
and mortality are recorded as having hap- 
pened in England in this year. The letter is 
dated from Norwich, Nov. 6, 1479.] 
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LETTER CCCCXXI.— (LXI. vol. ▼. p. 263.) 



[William IjOMNOS writes to John Poston an 
account of the death of Sir John, his brother; 
and of what had been done to defend his 
interests against the old foe, '< uncle William," 
who was endeavoiuing to get possession, and 
was, tliere is little doubt from the tenor of 
many preceding letters, a creditor to a very 
c(Hisiderable amount: — *^Your brother Ed- 
mund, on Sunday neiLt before St. Andrew, 
rode to Marlingford, and before all the tenants 
examined one James, keeper there for Wil- 
liam Paston, where he was the week next 
before Saint Andrew, and then he said that 
he was not at Marlingford from the Monday 
unto the Thursday at even, and so there was 
no man there but your brother's man at the 
time of his decease; so by that your brother 
died seized ; and your brother Edmimd bade 
your man keep possession to your behest, and 
warned the tenants to pay no man till you 
had spoken (/o) them ; so meseemeth that is a 
remitter to your old tailed title [your original 
tiik under the entail] : commune with your 
counsel. Further, at afternoon he was at Ox- 
nead, to understand how they had done ; and 
Perys kept your brother's possession at that 
time, and your uncle's man was not there, but 
he assigned another poor man to be there, 
whether that continued tlie possession of Wil- 



liam I^ton or not be rexnembered, &c. And 
after the decease, &c., W. Paston sent die 
man, that kept possession before, to enter and 
keep possession, which was no warrant by that 
appointment, for ye stand at yoor liberty as for 
any appoindnent or combination had befwe, 
and so men seem itwere good for yon to stand 
at large till ye hear more : if ye might have my 
Lord Chamberlain's good favour and Icndsliip 
it were right expedient; as for my Lord of 
Ely, deal not witii him by our advice, fat he 
will move for treaty, and else be displeased. 
Your lHX)ther Edmund sent to John Wymond- 
ham, and he sent word he would be a mean of 
treaty, but would take no part, and as I sup- 
pose that was by Heydon*8 advice, for your 
uncle sent to me to be with him, and also ihe 
same man rode to Heydon and Wymondham, 
&c., the bringer of this letter can tell yon, for 
he was with your brother Edmund at these 
places." Lomnor concludes by informing 
him that his brother Edmund ^ doth his dili- 
gence and part for you full well and sadly 
in many behalves, and hath brought my mis- 
tress your wife to Topcroft," which was heir 
father's residence. This seems rather a singu- 
lar arrangement at such a time. The letter is 
dated from Norwich, Saturday, Nov. 28, 
1479.] 



LETTER CCCCXXII.~(LXXXVII. vol. ii. p. 281.) 

On the back of this letter is i^Tltten in an ancient hand, " a Lr*e sent from Jo Paston ar,[ arm] to his mother, 
touching the buryall of his Brother Sir John Paston in London." Sir Jolin Paston died on the 15th of 
November, 1479, 19 Edward IV., aged between thirty and forty years : I sliould suppose nearly forty. This 
letter therefore was written in November, 1479. 

To my right worshipful motJ^r, Margaret Paston, at St, Peters of Hungate [Norwich'], 



Right worship fiil mother, after all duties of 
humble recommendation, as lowly as 1 can, I 
beseech you of your daily blessing and prayers; 
and, mother, John Clement, bearer hereof, can 
tell you, the more pity [i/] is if it pleased 
God, that my brother is buried in the White 
Fryers at London,^ which I thought should 

> [Fenn points this passage so as, we think, to 
destroy all meaning whatever : " John Clement, 
bearer hereof, can tell, you the more pity is, if it 



not have been ; for I supposed that he would 
have been buried at Bromholm, and that 
caused me so soon to ride to London, to have 
purveyed his bringing home; and if it had 
been his will to have lain at Bromholm, I had 
purposed all the way as I have ridden to have 



pleased God that my brother," &c. The "woid it 
which we have inserted, though it makes the sense 
clearer, is not indispensable, as such elisions fre- 
quently occur in old writers.] 
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brought home my grandam ^ and him together, 
but tiiat purpose is void as now ; but this I 
think to do when I come to London, to speak 
with my Lord Chamberlain,^ and to win by 
his means my Lord of Ely ^ if I can ; and if I 
may, by any of their means, cause the king to 
take my service and my quarrel * together, I 
will; and I think that Sir George Brown,* 
Sir James Radcliff, and others of mine ac- 
quaintance, which wait most upon the king, 
and lie nightly in his chamber,' will put to 
their good wills : this is my way as yet. 

And, mother, I beseech you, as ye may get 
or send any messengers, to send me your ad- 
vice and my cousin Lomnor's, to John Lee's 
house, tailor, within Ludgate. 

I have much more to write, but my empty 
head will not let me remember it. 

Also, mother, I pray that my brother Ed- 
mund may ride to Marlingford, Oxnead, 
Paston, Cromer, and Caister, and all these 
manors to enter in my name ; and to let the 



tenants of Oxnead and Marlingford know that 
I sent no word to him to take no money of 
them, but their attornment; wherefore he will 
not till he hear from me again ask them none, 
but let him command them to pay to^ servants 
of mine uncle, nor to himself, nor to none 
other to his use, in pain of payment again to 
me. I think if there should be any money 
asked in my name, peradventure it would 
make my Lady of Norfolk against me, and 
cause her to think I deal more contrary to her 
pleasure than did my brother, whom God par- 
don of his great mercy ! 

I have sent to enter at Stansted and at 
Orwellbury; and I have written a bill to 
Anne Montgomery and Jane Rodon, to make 
my Lady of Norfolk if it will be. 

Your son, and humble servant, 

John Paston. 

November, 1479. 
19 E. IV. 



LETTER GCCCXXIIL— (LXIL vol. v. p. 267.) 



[John Paston writes from London to "his 
right worshipful and most kind mother, Mar- 
garet Paston," apparently in reply to her advice 
to him to leave London on account of some 
prevalent sickness. His resolute determina- 
tion not to leave important business undone 
through fear of death is markedly character- 
istic both of the man and the times, when, for 
the attainment of almost any object of ambi- 
tion or earnest desire, and sometimes even 
through mere love of excitement, life was 
risked, both actively and passively, with a 
readiness that was not indifference, and a 
courage that was seldom rashness, and it was 

* Agnes, daughter and coheir of Sir Edmund Berry, 
knight, and widow of Sir William Paston, knight, 
died in 1479. 

3 William Lord Hastings. 

3 John Morton, afterwards Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and Lord Chancellor. 

* This must relate to his dispute with the Duchess 
of Norfolk, relative to Caister, or to some disputes 
with his uncle, William Paston, concerning other 
manors and estates. [It must mean all his quarrels, 
his cause generally. It would be impossible to guess 
tlie one among his numerous disputes.] 

6 Of Beechworth Castle, in Surrey. 
< These seem to have been the " esquires of the 
king's body/* who lay in his chamber. 



felt as a '* shame* ^ to abandon an undertaking 
through fear of death. Paston continues to 
complain of his " unkind uncle." He says, — 
" Please it you to understand that, whereas ye 
willed me by pains to haste me out of the 
air that I am in, it is so that I must put me in 
God, for here must I be for a season ; and in 
good faith I shall never, while God sendeth 
me life, dread more death than shame ; and 
thanked be Grod, the sickness is well ceased 
here ; and also my business putteth away my 
fear. I am driven to labour in letting of 
(hindering) the execution of mine unkind 
uncle's intent, wherein I have as yet none 
other discoiurage but that I trust in God 
he shall fail of it." He then proceed^ to ex- 
plain his hopes of assistance from the support 
of the Lord Chamberlain and the Bishop of 
Ely, the latter of whom he says hath piutliiija 
in certainty by his words "that he wiU be 
with me against my uncle;" but acknow- 
ledges he hath not had much as yet from them. 
He then concludes thus : — " Mother, I be- 
seech you that Peacock may be sent to purvey 

' [This to sliould evidently be mo, or no mnst be 
inserted after it.] 
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me at mach monej m ii poMible for him to 
make agumt my ccmiing home, for I have 
much to pay hoe in Lcmdon, what for the 
funeral coets, dehta, and legacies, that must be 
content in greater haite than shall be mine 
ease. Also I would the farm barley in fleg, 
as well as at FiMton, if there be any, were 



gatfiered, and if it may be leMooably sold, 
then to be sold, or put to the malting; hot 
I would at Caiiter that it were oat of the 
tenant's hands^ for things that I hear: keef 
ye counsel this ftom Feaeoek, and from al 
folks, which matter I shall appeaae, if God 
will give me leave.** Dated I>ec 1470.] 



LETTER CCCCXXI v.— (LXIIL vol. v. p. 273.) 



[This letter, though not subscribed, is no doubt 
from John Paston to some person unknown. 
The first part of the letter relates to his bro- 
ther's tombstone, or radier effigy, as it would 
seem by the objection that the " man at St. 
Bride's is no cleanly portrayer.** The re- 
mainder of the letter is occupied with direc- 
tions as to the transacting of some business at 
Rome respecting a bull, but the nature and 
cause of it is not stated. We give the pas- 
sage respecting the effigy as a curious notice 
of the state of art in England at the time, 
having one artist to make the drawing, and 
another to carve it :— >*< Sir, I pray you that 



ye will send some child to my Lord of Rock- 
ingham's place, and to the Crown, which, as 
I conceive, is called G}erard*s Hall, in Bread- 
street, to inqiure whether I have anr answer 
of my letter sent to Calais, which ye know of; 
and that ye will remember my broCfaer*s stone, 
so that it might be made ere I come again, 
and that it be cleanly wrought. It is told 
me that the man at Samt Bride^s is no cleanly 
portrayer, therefore I would fain it might lie 
portmyed by some other man, and ne to 
grave it up.** It has no date, but most have 
been written in 1479-80.] 



LETTE R CCCCXXV.— (LXIV. vol. v. p. 277.) 



[This curious letter is from Edmund Paston 
to his mother, Margaret Paston, and was pro- 
bably written soon afler his marriage with the 
widow Clippesby, as he apologizes apparently 
for not having yet introduced her. His notion 
of settiv^ off the value of a horse which died 
while 1 livery against the keep of the-K>ther 
horses, alleging it was put to grass and to work, 
reminds us of the hone causes of the present 
day. He writes as follows : — '' Right worship- 
ful and most especial good mother, in my most 
humble wise, with all my duty and service, I 
recommend me to you, beseechuig you of 
your blessing, which is to me most joy of 
earthly thing; and it please you to be so good 
and kind mother to me to forgive me, and 
also my wife, of our lewd (rude) offence, that 
we have not done our duty, which was to have 
seen and have wiuted upon you ere now. My 
huswife trusteth to lay to you her huswifery 



for her excuse, which I must beseech you not 
to accept, for in good faith I deem her mind 
hath been otherwise occupied than to hus- 
wifery, which seemeth well by the lachesness 
(negligence) of the tilth of her lands. I be- 
seech God for the furtherance of them as now, 
reward you, and the good parson of Mauteby, 
and also Master Daily, who I weened would 
not have balked this poor lodging to Norwich 
ward.^ I understand by the bringer hereof 
that ye intend to ride to Walsingham ; if it 
please you that I may weet the season, as my 
duty is, I shall be ready to await upon you. 



1 [Tliis sentence is very obscure, but we think it is 
intended to read thus : — " I beseech God for the tox- 
therance of them as \,from] now/' that is, the tilth 
of the lands from this time; " reward you, and the 
gu>d parson of Mauteby, and also Master Baily," 
&c., t. 0., and Ut reward you, that is, he beseeoies 
God for all these objects.] 
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Please it you tiiat the bringer hereof came to 
me for 10«. Sd, which I should owe his father ; 
true it was at my last departing from him I 
wed him so much, but certainly ere I came at 
plietford homewards I thought of conscience 
he ought to have restored me as much ; I had 
my horses with him at livery, and, among all, 
one of them was put to nass and to labour, so 
that he died of a lax by the way; I paid for 
hard meat ever to him. Please it you to de- 
liver Katharine 6s. which I send you in this 
bill. I am not ascertained how she is pur* 



veyed of money towards her journey. If her 
fatiier could not have claimed one penny of 
me, I would not see her dispurveyed (unpro' 
vided) if I mighf^ nor the poorest child that is 
belonging to his lodging. Mother, my wife 
is bold to send you a token. I breech you 
pardon all things not done according to duty. 
I beseech God send you the accomplishment 
of your most worshipful desires. At Oby, the 
Saturday next before Candlemas. Jan. 29, 
1479-80.] 



LETTER CCCCXXVI.-<LXV. vol. v. p. 281.) 



[This is one of the few letters of William 
Paston, the ''uncle William,** who is so often 
complained of by the other members of the 
family. I1iis letter shows that he was at least 
as much sinned against as sinning, for he 
must have inherited Harwelbury^ fVom his 
mother^ who retained it till her death, and 
upon which his elder brother and his de- 
scendants could scarcely have had any just 
claim, although they appear to have endea- 
voured to obtain possession of it. Then, as 
now, the ties of relationship had but small 
influence when any right, or fancied right, 
to property was concerned. Tlie letter to 
his tenant at Harwelbury, John King, is 
frank and well ¥rritten, and, containing no 
imputations upon the motives of his relatives, 
though asserting the justice of his own claim, 
by no means gives us such an impression of 
his character as is conveyed by the frequent 
accusations and complaints of his kinsfolk. 
He says, "John Kyng, I greet you heartily 
well, and I understand, as well by my friend 
Sir William Storar, as by Richiurd Browne, 
that as well my kinsman Sir John Paston that 
dead is, as my kinsman John Paston that now 
liveth, have been with you, and given you 



many great threats for that ye, according to 
the trudi, told unto them that ye occupied my 
manor of Harwelbury by my lease and by my 
right ; and furthermore I understand, notwith- 
standing the said great threats, that ye, like a 
full, true, hearty friend, have dealed and 
fastly abiden in my title, and would not re- 
toum (attourn) to none of them ; wherefor I 
heartily thank you ; and furthermore to cou- 
rage (encourage) you in your faat dealing, I 
show unto you that I have right both in law 
and in conscience, whoreby I promise you on 
my faith to defend you and save you harm- 
less for the occupition of the land, or any- 
thing that ye shall do in my title against him, 
and (i/) it should cost me as much as the 
manor is worth, and also another time to do 
as much for you and (jf) it lie in my power, 
if ye have any matter to do there as I may do 
for you. And also I hear say by my said 
friend Sir William Storar, and by Richard 
Browne, that ye are of such substance, ad of 
such trust, and such favour, in the dountry 
ther^ that it lieth in your power to do a good 
turn for your friend." The letter is dated 
from London, Thursday, Feb. 24, 1479-80.] 



LETTER CCCCXX VIL— (LX VI. vol. v. p. 283.) 



[This is another letter on wife-procuring, from 
Kdmund P&ston to his brother William. In 
Grose's Local Proverbs (given at the end of 

I Harwettmrv, in other instances spelled Horwel- 
bury and Orwellbory, is in the parish of Harfield, 
near RoysUm. in Hwtfordshire. 



his Provincial Glossary) he gives the follow- 
ing under Norfolk: — ** There never was a 
Paston poor, a Heydon a coward, or a Com- 
wallis a fool." In this correspondence the 
Pastons certainly appear not willing to belie 
the proverb^ and particularly by marriage. 
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The one here proposed, however, did not take 
effect, and William died unmarried. Tlie 
date of the letter is uncertain; it is here 
jessed at Jan. 13, 1480-1, but it might have 
been a few years later, which would reduce 
the seniority of the lady. 

<* I heartily recommend me to you ; here is 
lately fallen a widow in Worsted, which was 
wife to one Bolt, a worsted-merchant, and 
worth a thousand pound, and gave to his wife 
an hundred marks (66/. 13«. id.) in money, 
stuff of household, and plate to the value of 
an hundred marks, and ten pounds by the 



year in land; she is called a iair gentle* 
woman. I will for your sake see her. She 
is right sister, of father and mother, to Harry 
Ingloss ; I purpose to speak with him to get 
his good will. Tlie gentlewoman is about 
thirty years, and has but two children, whidi 
shall be at the dead^s charge; she was hii 
wife but five years ; if she be any better than 
I write for, take it iit woothe [take it in good 
part], I show the least; ^us let me have 
knowledge of you as shortly as ye can, and 
when ye shall moun [6e able to] be in this 
country." Written from Norwich.] 



LET TE R CCCCXXVIII.— (LXVII. vol. v. p. 285.) 



[John Paston having desired the attendance 
at Norwich of a certain Thomas Cryne, the 
latter here writes to excuse himself, as he is 
about to attend the courts and leets of '' Mas- 
ter Heydon," to whom he seems to have been 
bailiff. He writes : '^ My Lord Rivers in his 
own person hath been at Hickling, and his 
coimsel learned, and searched his fees for his 
homages, among which ye be for Begvile's 
pasture in Somerton, and I suppose Winter- 
ton, late Sir John Fastolfs. My mistress, 
your mother, for Mautebys, in Waxham; 
wherein I beseech you provide, for I have 



done therein heretofore as far as I. might, &c 
What (ever) it meaneth, my lord is set sore to 
approvement and husbandry; hia counsel hath 
told him he may set his fines for respite of 
homage at his pleasure, &c." This is a cu- 
rious feature in the character of £arl Rivers ; 
history shows him to us as a chivalrous knig^ 
and a protector and patron of literature; here 
we have him as an encourager of agricvdture, 
'' set sore to approvement and husbandry** be- 
yond the conception even of a country bailiff. 
The letter is dated from Thorpland, Wednes- 
day, April 14, 1482.] 



LETTER CCCCXXIX.— (LX VIII. vol. v. p. 289.) 



[Margery Paston writes from Norwich to 
her husband John Paston about tlie state of 
his tenantry, in consequence of having their 
implements seized, under legal process, in 
part by " uncle William." The whole letter 
displays, not the lawlessness, but the rude 
methods of legal process, at the time, and the 
very imperfect state of agriculture : — " Right 
reverend and worshipful sir, in my most hum- 
ble wise I recommend me unto yon cOS lowly as 
I can, &c. Please you to wee^ John Howes, 
Alexander Warden, John Tille, with the par- 
son and tlie new miller of Marlingford, have 
gotten Thomas at Well's cart of East Toden- 
ham, farmer; and mine uncle William Pas- 
ton, Harry Hervy of Melton Magna, farmer, 
and bailiff to my said uncle, Richard Barker's 
cart of the said town of Melton, late farmer, 
yet is in danger (debt) to my said uncle ; 



l^^carc 



and William Smjrth's cart of Brandon juxta 
Bamliam Broom, late farmer and bailifl^ and 
also in danger to my said uncle, on Monday 
and Tuesday last past carried away from Mar- 
lingford into the place at Saint Edmund's at 
Norwich twelve of your great planks, of the 
which tliey made six loads, bearing about the 
said carts bows and glaives (bows and bills) for 
fear of taking away. Sir, as for your tenants 
of Marlingford, they withhold their cattle and 
themselves both from the court, and come not 
within the lordship, nor make none attoum- 
ment, except Thomas Davy and John Wake, 
which absenting of the tenants is to them a great 
hurt and loss for lack of seeding their lands 
with their winter com ; beseeching you for 
God's sake to remember some remedy for them." 
Tlie letter then proceeds to state that some ne 
gotiation was being carried on by Lady Cal- 
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thorpe witih William Paston, when he pro- 
mised to abide by a proposal of his " touching 
the manor of Sporle, ' and to '' write and seal 
as largely as any man will desire him/' But 
Margery Paston adds, showing the feeling of 
suspicion entertained towards him, — " At his 
departing from my lady he was not merry ; 
what the cause was I wot not. My Lady 
Calthorpe desireth me to write to you to have 
end, for he intends largely to have a peace 
with you, as he saith ; but trust him not too 
much, for he is not good. My mother-in-law 



thinketh long she hear no word from you; 
she is in good health, blessed be God, and all 
your babies also. I marvel I hear no word 
from you, which grieveth me full evil; I sent 
you a letter by (Me) brasier^s son of Norwich, 
whereof I hear no word." Her postscript is in 
her usual affectionate style. " Sir, I pray you,v^ 
if ye tarry long at London, that it will please y 
(you) to send for me, for I think long since 1/ 
lay in your arms." Dated Nov. 2, about 
1482 or 1483.] 



LETTER CCCCXXX.— (LXIX. vol. v. p. 293.) 



[Another of the prudent and affectionate 
letters of Margery Paston to her husband, 
about the same disputes with his uncle Wil- 
liam mentioned in tiie last. The Duchess of 
Norfolk seems to have hitherto favoured Wil- 
liam, but to be now weary of so doing, and 
Margery hopes to win her to her husband's 
side if she be allowed to attempt it, but will 
not do so without his consent. From her fre- 
quent complaints of not receiving answers, 
her husband does not appear to have been a 
very punctual correspondent, at least with 
her, though, as we have seen, a good and ready 
letter-writer. " Mine own sweet heart ; in my 
most humble wise I recommend me unto you, 
desiring heartily to hear of your welfare, the 
which I beseech Almighty God preserve and 
keep to his pleasure and your heart's desire. 
Sir, the cause of my writing to you at this 
time ; on Friday at night last past came Alex- 
ander Wharton, John Howes, and John Fille, 
with two good carts well manned and horsed 
with them to Marlingford, and there at the 
manor of Marlingford, and at the mill, loaded 
both carts with mestlyon (mesling) and wheat, 
and betimes on Saturday in the morning they 
departed from Marlingford towards Bungay, 
as it is said ; for the said carts came from 
Bungay, as I suppose, by the sending of Bryon, 
for he goeth hastily over the sea, as it is said, 
and as I suppose he will have the mestlyon 
over with him, for the most part of the cart- 
loads was mestlyon, &c. Sir, on Saturday 
last past I spake with my cousin Gumey, and 
he said, if I would go to my lady of Norfolk 
and beseech her good Grace to be your good 



and gracious lady, she would so be, for he 
said that one word of a woman should do 
more than the words of twenty men, if I could 
rule my tongue, and speak none harm of mine 
uncle ; and if ye command me so for to do, I 
trust I shall say nothing to my lady's displea- 
sure but to your profit; for me thinkem by 
the words of them, and of your good farmer 
of Oxnead, that tibey will soon draw to an 
end, for he curseth the time that ever he came 
in the farm of Oxnead, for he saith that he 
weeteth well that he shall have a great loss, 
and yet he will not be aknowyn (/«/ it be 
known) whether he hath paid or not; but 
when he seeth his time he will say truth. I 
understand by my said cousin Gumey that 
my lady is near weary of her part ; and he 
saith my lady shall come on pilgrimage into 
this town, but he knoweth not whether afore 
Christmas or after ; and if I would then get 
my Lady Calthorpe, my mother-in-law, and 
my mother, and myself, and come before my 
lady beseeching her to be your good and gra- 
cious lady, he thinketh ye shall have an end, 
for fain she would be rid of it with her honour 
saved, but yet money she would have. No 
more to you at this time, but I marvel sore 
that I have no letter from you, but I pray 
God preserve you, and send me good tidings 
from you, and speed you well in your matters. 
And as for me, I have gotten me another lodg- 
ing fellow, the first letter of her name is Mis- 
tress Bishop ; she recommendeth her to you by 
the same token that ye would have had a token 
to my Master Bryon." Written from Nor- 
wich, Sunday, November, about 1482 or 1483.\ 
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LSTTBR CCCCXXJX^LXXI. foL r. p. M7.) 



rrnt letter u from Johii Futon to hit modiar 
Mngmt who, he hes bend from hit wift^ ie 
ebootmakiogherwill. The letter ie lemizk* 
ehlr ch e mctor i rtic of Ae men; imoodi, pbm- 
nhlfl^ conning, edlbhy end jeeloae ereuOT die 
infliMneeofhif wife. Of femennwr in which 
die proritionf of wille were lUfiUed faj tibe 
"Bm&m we hafe alieed j hed ftemmt epeei* 
nMO^enddMrelbi^ifhemeBnetoet hemoet 
pot from him all that ihe miriit bgqiwelh 
oially, we may mm how w3l hie word 
wmild have beoi kept The will, howerer. 
WM made, dated fibmarf 4, 1481-9^ and 
pnifed December 19, 1484. After thanhii^ 
hie modier for her kindnew to himielf and m§ 
wiALhe myt— <* It pleated joa to have certain 
worde to my wife aft her depaiting, toodiiQf 
year lememhianoe of die fhortoMi that ye 
llmdcyoar dayiol^ and alio of die mind tut 
ye hare towards my hreduen and lielnr jtm 
duldien, and alio of your lenrant^ wlmem ye 
willed her to be a mean to me duitl woold 
tender and fevoor die nme. Modier, WTing 
your pleaeme, time neededi not am baMa dcw 
nor meant betwixt yon and me^ fer time ia 
neitfaar wife nor odier friend diell make 
me to do diat (tkai^ your commandment 
•hall make me to do^ if I may have knowledge 
of it; and if I have no knowledae, in good 
faith I am excuaable both to God and you ; 
and, well remembered, I wot well, ye ought 



not to hate me in joaloaey Ibr cnetiiiMiiar 
other diat ye would hafe me to noco mpii i^ if 
loreriife yon; fer I wet vdl not me amb 
alife hadi called eo eft imonyoti aa I tomafci 
your win and pot eaeh l£bif ia eertnn^ felt 
ye wmild ha?e done fer yoHteeH «ndl»yeer 
childnn and fonranlfc Ako at tfia nuking rf 
Toor will, and at efery eeauMBiiQatioB Ait I 
tefebeinafcwidi yoa UmdbSm^ tfw mim,! 
nefer contmried anvthing tibat yw vrndd hm. 
done and perftnaed, hot aKms ctkndwgf' 
edf to be bound to die MOM ; M^ nelfaB^ I 
am lidit glad that my wife ie a n yl Liii f (m) 

year fevimor trait, mil I am rif^ aony nit 
my wife^ or any other duld nr eerfant rf 
yoar% 'lAoiild be in better fewnor cr tnik 
widiyoa dnm mjMl^ fer I will and mm/t 
ferhearand pot from me diet Aat all jMr 
other chiUreii, eerfant% priei^^ wwkaM^ 
andfrieade ofyoaia,that ye wm oe^ W 
qoeadi toy ohall take to diem; awlAielMal 
and erer will be sea^ vnto' whila I fin^ ea 
my llnd^ and nefer moiiribit4itiMi!^ aaQodhe 
my help j whom I beeeeoi to preeewa yen and 
eend yon eo good life and laug that ya mv 
doferyomMfandmeafternqr deeaaee; aal 
Ibeduew (eMrw)dieirheartitluit woold oUmi^ 
or shall cause you to mistrust or to be unkind 
to me or my friends.** Written frona N€rwid^ 
between 1483 and 1484.] 



LETTER CCCCXXXII.--<II. of Appendix to vol. iL p. 291.) 
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This letter shows the flrieudly disposition of the Lord Cromwell, and seems to hint his suspicions that .. . 
disagrneable circumstance might attend the strangeness alluded to if both parties did not obey hia iiduw 
tions. Humphrey Bourchier, Lord Cromwell, was third son of Henry Earl of Essex ; and marryliig Joanna. 
oo-heiresH of Maud, sister of Ralph Lord Cromwell, had summons to parliament as Baron Cnmiwell ia 
1461, 1 E. IV. This letter therefore was written in this reign. 

To my right fniahffrmtdy John Pation, Etq, 

Tbusty and well-beloved friend, I greet you 
well ; and foiaimuch as it is done me to un- 
derstond that there is a great strangeness be- 
twixt my right trusty friend John Raddiff ^ 
and you, widiout any matter or cause of sub- 
stance as I am learned, wherefore, inasmuch 
as 1 love you well beth, I am not content it 
should so be. 
Pmying you heartily to forbear the said 



> John Bsdcliff was afterwards Loid Fitzwalter. I 



strangeness on your part to such time as I 
speak with you next myself, lettiog you weetl 
have written to him to do the eame. Andti^ 
ye &il not hereof, as I may do anydiing frr 
yon hereafter. 

And our Lord have you in hia ke^w • 
Writtoi at London die tendi day of Febroaiy. 

Ckokwkll. 

London. 
lOthofFebrttsry. E.IV. 
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P^nOir LRTMBS. 



UiMMrom JsOBnaoa n mn, aum, « aim. n rom » m an. «*■ nnn*,^ m MM wq 
«tawduCaUiht«wkkib«lHBh*wHMtkd>llMMDiri^. Hki^tas. -In HwwlMUWea •! 



pntKblj ■)■■ rnnln la 



■ dmoloik^i 

SiMOB it if M tbit 1 mt7 not u oft ■■ 1 would 
be titm, ■* I mipiit do my mtaage mjMlf, 
mint own bil Hiitnai Jjme, 1 |m]r jon to 
•eopt diia bin tor inj tnwimgiT, to neom- 
ttttoa DM to you in laj mort tUdihl wiM^ M 
hattatbinertof allotboc dMiath to know of 
joor wel&n, wbich I pnj God jncrwi to 
jour moit pleanin. 

And, mulm, fiiougli M b* Ui>t I M j«t 
hwa gireo you but caxj (liltb) cnon to t*- 
manber me far lack of aoquitntim,' yet I be> 
•Mch jou let me uot b* forgatten, wben re 
let^on up all joui aovanti, to be «t in me 
munbei with other. 

And I pny you, M i i t iMt Arm^ tot that 
■errice that I owe yon, llut in a> iboit time u 
ye goodly may tbat I mi^t be aKeiiaiiied of 
youi intent, and of your beat fVieuda, in iDGh 
mattm ai I bsTe broken to you of; which 
bodi youi and mine light tnwty &ienda John 
Lee, or elie my miHieM hii wife, (aDmiied 



V, thalai 



Btflntudlaatbtitv 



■hoaUaaidmewanl, lodif AayaD do I tmt 
Mxm after to tee yon. 

And now &tewell, mine mm fidi lady,arf 
God pre yon good im, for in bilfa I bvw Jt 

Wiitten in my way hoinewaid, en Xtrt 
Hagdalen*! day at midnight* 

YoorowD, Joan VtaTaM. 

Uiatnai Amw, I am ncmid tbat jt on 
read Bngluh, whcnfote I {n^ yta aamaiit 
yoa with, t^ my lewd (wKaMft) I«mL Sg 
my porjnaeii tfaatytdiall be BMNq^MOMiricd 
widiit,o(elnitAallbeagwmtnn«tlli bat 
yet and when ye have Nad Ak faOl, I vrnj 
you ban it, or keep it tenet te jrenM^it 
my MtbAiI tnut ii m yon. 

Mud dT Jul}, 



LETTER CCCCXXXV.— (Vr. Appmdi 

ftiniUhed vilh a cnihma Ihough Lmperfed cvtalii^e of 

■I, by conip.ring Ihe Hsl Willi Ihe sns>UDl or WiUinm Eb 
o Ihe l^liKliT of John Pulon. ll coaniaed only one bo 
r to have bcra bound twelher &a^umbei«d ■ - - - 



ovol.ii.p. 301.) 

! library oft EenUsman In (hen 
Mloug, and haitBBn rolled op. 



in. ID Lfttti CCLXIV. 
I prinl, th0 T«ftt being 



«ideot,(,lh. 



Hiilonr of Engluh Pmiri-.'Kidwi 
iDDoCAmM's '%islaryorPriDUDg.- 
am or obhleiaud. and Um lUleiartl 
IB b««a lupplicd by Faia in nil thaw 



i Book had of my hoaten at the i 

of the Death of Artli 

gmning: st Canibelan 

a«iiaiuii>». bntthiigi'M ayeiyobBco 
mj believe we ha« giim me tlgb 



Guy Earl of Warwick 
King Richard Cceur de Lyon 
A Chronicle to Edward die III. Price 
.enoing Ihnt ho huDot BcqnHted Mmialt regaluli 
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2 Item, a Book of Troiliu, which William 

Br hath had near ten years, and 

lent it to Dame Wyngfeld, 

and there I saw it worth 

3 Item, a black Book, with the Legend of 

Lad^ sans Mercy. 

The Parliament of Birds. 
The Temple of Glass 
Palatyse and Scitacus 

The Meditations of 

The Green Knight worth 

4 Item, a Book in print of the Play of the . . 

5 Item, a Book lent Midelton^and therein is 
Belle Dame sans Mercy. 

The Parliament of Birds 
Ballad of Guy and Colbrond, 

• . . • • of the Groose, the 

The Disputation between Hope and Despair. 

Merchants. 

The Life of Saint Chrystopher. 

6 A red Book that Perci val Robsart gave me ; 
of the Meeds of the Mass. 

The Lamentation of Child Ipotis. 

A Prayer to the Vemicle, 

called the Abbey of the Holy Ghost. 

7 Item, in quires, Tully de Senectute in 
whereof there is no more clear writing. 

8 Item, in quires, Tully or Gypio ■ (Scipio) 

de Amicitia,^ left with William Wor- 
cester worth 

1 May not the chasm be thus supplied ? The Le- 
gende of' Lady s, and la hele Dame, as la bele Dame 
saunce m'c^e is never called by the name of Legend 
in any edition of Chaucer that I have seen. 

2 Query, if Cypio is not a mistake for " Somnium 
Scipionis," a piece which is usually printed with the 
' De Amicitiil,' and probably accompanied it in this 
manuscript ? 

3 It is a curious circumstance that this book should 



9 Item, in quires, a Book of the Policy of 
In . .... 

10 Item, in quires, a Book^de Sapientia, 
wherein me second person is likened to 

Sapience. 

11 Item, a Book de Othea* (Wisdom), text 

and gloss, worth in quires 

Memorandum ; mine old Book of Blazon- 
ings of Arms. 

Item, the new Book portrayed and 
blazoned. 

Item, a Copy of Blazonings of Arms, and 
the names to be found by 

Letter (alphabeiicalfy). 

Item, a Book with Arms portrayed in 
paper. 

Memorandum ; my Book of Knighthood ; 
and the manner of making of Knights; 
of Justs, of Tournaments ; fighting in 
Lists; paces holden by Soldiers ; 
and Challenges ; Statutes of War ; and 
de Regimine Principum . . • • • worth 

Item, a Book of new Statutes from Ed- 
ward the IV. 



5th of November. E. IV. 



be here mentioned as left with William Worcester, 
who, with the assistance of John Tiptoft, Earl of 
Worcester, and John Phrea, or Free, a monk of 
Bristol, translated it. 

* This book, « De Othea,' is a poetical epistle, if 
1 remember right, firom Hector to Othea, probably 
Minerva or Wi^om, who is addressed in the ' Iliad ' 

frequently by the title of ^ 0(«. This circumstance 
is laid hold of by some French antiquary (for the 
original of this book is in French) to prove that 
Greek was understood in France earlier than is 
usually imagined. 
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TAnom iMrtmaM. 



LSTTSR CXXXXKXXVI^*(VII.orAp(NBdiztovoLiLp.^M.) 



TImw THMtan iMeitad M a ifMiBM or tlM Mliyor a Wlj, iMk M a Mlir to a Mita^ 
ftiMlMr. aadte«hoBiA«affaarato1wf«luA«riMiNaSMli«k Th§ Ikemffiitm niirtalia tmflkammn, 
■MrrortlM«,Mt«nlaai«iM«.aaiioaaoraM«9Ml^aaiaf)Hlfaif. TlMgr«nMVtoiMhr«ii|iMlt.as 



•Iwf* IhflMTttuw tlM rfstk llM te the iMi tlMna «Mor%iMai7 

** Br ttt» M^ / bat tlfi ya thdl Ml wyMt.** 



"SrlwyqrlfbiiftycltyathdlMkaqrMt." ^ 

avfwalollNrtlwwafaallaraltBtalloM. TkaywtMwilllaiaWMriBllMfeigHorHMKJVI.arMwarillV., 
tiMwrMiV aMdpafcr tetag bolli of Aat afa,aBi ihg npiir ■■rlr h uwi4 aiw Iww qiIm i Itfcm U Ite 
«oUMlioa,or tho fDHMr sriipi. 

r<rM wriiim iy • !«%, m ikt rt^ tf Bmr$ FI, or Bkmrd IV ^ H am •fantf Lord mtt 

mAmm jihtf ttMff Mi Amt. 



My ri|^ good lord, moit kn^^y foitle 

kmgfat^ 
Unto your giace in mj moit bumUe wife 
I me conuoMndy m it la due end rigbf, 
BeeeechiDg ^oa at Icifiire to adviie ^ 
Upon diii bill, and pordon mine empriie^ 
Grounded on folly, for lack of poridenoe, 
Unto your Lordship to write widioat licence. 

But when a man ii with a feferihake^ 
Now hot, now cold, at fidlelh by adTentnie, 
He in hif mind coDsjectme will, and take 
The ni^eit mean to woik hit cuie, 
More patiently hie ^n£t to endme ; 
And right lo I, lo it you not displease^ 
Write in this wise my pain^ to appease. 

For when I count and make a reckoning 
Betwixt my life, my death, and my desire. 
My life, alas! it serveth of nothing, 
Since with your parting departed mypleasure;* 
Wishing your presence setteth me on fire, 
But then your absence doth my heart so cold. 
That for tibe pain I not^ me where to hold. 

out on absence, there fools hare no grace, 

1 mean myself, nor yet no wit to gwye* 
Them out of pain, to come unto that place ; 
Where as presence may shape a remedy 
For all disease, now fie on my folly, 

For I despaired am of your soon meeting. 
That God, 1 pray, me to your presence bring. 

Farewell, my lord, for I may write no more^ 
So troubled is my heart with heaviness ; 
Envy also, it grieveth me most sore, 

' Consider, reflect. 

' As snelt in the original, plesyer, it rhymes ex* 
actly with desyer and fyer. 

* [Not is used here for knote not. It is used in the 
same way in ttie last stanaa.] 

* Guide. 



That due rode UndMdl not hiniMlf in pna^* 
To lee your kidihip of nia p i T a n i n |i fn wMiiMi 
Brelmyielf; hot yet ye dull not nii« 
To hare my heart tofoie* my bfll I wia. 

Which I eommii^ and all my whole aemoi^ 
Into your hande, demean it ai you lief-. 

Of it, I keep' to hare no moiw fianduee 

Than I heartieii emely me wiat^ 

Saving only that it be at triat^ 

And to yon tnie ae erer waa h e it, and pkiB, 

mi cniel deadi depart* it upon twain. 

Adieoy diiport; frrewell, good company; 
In all this wodd diere ii no joy I weeo. 
For thoe at whilom I lee wxlk mine ejre 
A lusty ^* lord leaping upon a green ; 
The soil is sole, no knights there be seen. 
No ladies walk there they were wont to done; 
Alas I some folk departed hence too soon. 

Some time also men might a wager make, 
And with their bows ^^ afield have it tried. 
Or at the paume ^* their pleasure for to take^ 
Then were they loose that now stand as tied. 
I 'not ^^ whereto this world may be applied; 
For all good cheer, on even and on morrow, 
Which then was made, now turneth me to 
sorrow. 



^ Readiness. [Rather in the crototf or iM-ets.] 

* [In the original — 

" To have my hert to for my byU I wys.** 
Meaning, we think, " to have my heart too betas 
mv bill."] 

' I care. 

" Query, whetliw this means torrow/iU or tmfyf 

* [Depart for dioide. It is frequently used in tbt 
same sense by Shakspere.] 

^^ Lively, and active in his ezerdses. 
1* [In original,6<n0ys, which completes the rhythm.] 
*3 Some place of resort for the game of temiis. 
^ [/ know not. See preceding column.] 
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EDWARD v.— 1483. 



01^ letter given by Sir John Fenn 
ditt reign is not from the Paston Collec- 
3uf was furnished by Mr. Brand, who 
it in a MS. collection of pedigrees be- 
g to Sir Walter Blackett of Newcastle, 
the title of * A Coppie of some letters 
were found in Rabie Castle [in Durham] 

le Rebellion, to show the fashion 

le times.* The date of the MS. is of 



James I. The letter is addressed by Richard 
Duke of Gloucester to a Lord Nevile, whose 
identity is not ascertained; there was a 
Nerile Lord Abergavenny, but no Lord 
Nevile, at the period. The letter is of no 
importance, merely inviting the said Lord 
Nevile to come in haste, 'Mefensibly ar- 
ranged," and is dated 11th June, 1483. It 
has therefore been omitted.] 



L 2 
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RICHARD III.— 1483 to 1485. 



LETTER CCCCXXXVII.— (L vol. ii. p. 315.) 

This letter Tefen to the commotions excited in different parts of the kingdom hy the Duke of Buckingham* 
who fyom. discontent conspired against Richard. He failed in his enterorise, however, and, being deserted 
by his forces, fled, was treacherously betrayed, taken, and beheaded. John Lord Howard (descended from 
Margaret, daughter and coheir of Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk) was created Duke of Norfolk in 
1488, 1 R. IIL, and was slain at the battle of Bosworth in 1485. 

To my right well^loved/riendf John Pcuton^ be this dtUoered in hatte, 

ve shall not lyie (tote) your labour, that 
knoweth God« wim have you in hii keeping. 
Written at London, the tenth day of October. 

Your friend, 

J. Norfolk. 
London, 
Friday, 10th of October, 
1483. 1R.IU. 



Right well-beloved friend, I commend me to 
you« It is so that the Kentishmen be up in 
the Weld,^ and say that they will come and 
rob the city, which I shall let if I may. 

Therefore I pray you that with all diligence 
ye make you ready and come hither, and 
bring with you six tall fellows in harness ; and 



LETTER CCCCXXX VIII.— (It. vol. ii. p. 317.) 

We have here an order of the Duke of Suffolk upcm a tenant, for the payment of a sum of money which the 
Duke had promised on his honour should be paid. This is a common occurrence, and certainly not worth 
recording, if it had not been for the throat at the end of it, under his own hand, which shows the despotism 
of the Duke, and that the farm was let at will, uid not on lease. 

Tlie Duke of Suffolk to Thomae Jeffrie, our farmer of MaundeviUs, greeting. 



We will and straitly charge you that ye content 
and pay unto the bringer hereof, for money 
employed in our household, three pounds 
thirteen shillings and four pence, for such 
stuff as we our own person have promised, and 
not to be failed, upon our worship. 

Of the which sum of IZe, and id, so by 
you contented and paid, we will and also 
straitly charge our auditors for the time being, 

< [The Weald of Kent.] 



by virtue of this our writing, signed with our 
hand, to make you due and plein {fuU) allow- 
ance at your next account. 

At Wingfield, the first day of May, in <he 
first year of King Richard III. 

Suffolk, and fail not on pain (of) 

losing of your farm. 

Wingfield, 
Saturday, 1st of May, 
1484. 1 R. III. 



19% 
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NUMBER CCCCXXXnL— (HL ToL iL p. 319.) 

This addxanofKiBfl^lx''^ ^ Us people is dmm «p In the aiQit atlftil ■nmar, fa 
minds not onlv oftlie mnltitode. bntof Ae pesfs. hishSpi, dUsnllMfee* mad gi««t 
to rasiit the attempfeB of the Karl of Richmond npon the eiovn with all their pom 



Om ^ back ^ Hie paper m tm mtMtMi hmmd ii wrUttm, 

Keiti Skeftjfmm 



The capg efa iMUr rfKma Radntrd Hlm^perwmiiMghk mi^eeiM H 

tfftmwardk Kmg ^ emfkmi^amAimkarm^/fem wIom Ifo Mtiif Ektmrjf 




CSM, 



RlCHABD R. 

Richaid, ftc, wiahedi health : we com- 
mand you, &C. 

Foiaimach as die king onr aovereig:!! lord 
lia& certain knowledge tiiat Pien Biidiop of 
Bzeter^i Jamer Trdder* (7WBbr)aon of Owea 
Tydder, calling himielf Earl of PembcokiL 
John late Earl of Oxford,' and Sir Edward 
Wodevile,^ with odier dhene kit rebeb and 
traitor^ dinUed and aitaintod by liie andior- 
ity of the High Court of Fi^iameDt, of whom 
many be known for open miiid«ei% advow- 
toen (oAUtereni), and eztortionas, contrary to 
the pleanire of God, and againet all tmtii, 
honour, and natoie^ have fonaken their natural 
country, tiJung them fint to be under the 
obeiMOice of the Duke of Bratagne,' and to 
him promised certain things, which by him 
and hu council were thought things too greatly 
unnatural and abominable for them to grant, 
observe, keep, and perform, and therefore the 
same utterly refusecL 

The said traitors, seeing the said duke and 
his council would not aid nor succour them 
nor follow their ways, privily departed out of 
his country into France, and there taking them 
to be under the obeisance of the king's ancient 
enemy, Charles,* calling himself King of 

* Peter Courtney, Bishop of Exeter, after tlie mis- 
carriage of the Duke of Buckingham's conspiracy, 
fled into Bretagne to the Earl of BlchnMmd, who, 
after he became Henry VII., promoted this preUte 
to the see of Winchester in 1486, in which he died 
in 1492. 

' Jasper Tudur de Hatfield, half-brother to Henry 
VI., created Duke of Bedford in 1485. 

s John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, who had escaped 
flrom the castle of Hammes. 

* Sir Edward Wodevile, brother to the qneen of 
Edward IV. 

^ Francis II., the last Duke of Bretagne, was 
overthrown by Charles VIII. King of France, and 
died in 1488. 

< Charles VIIL ascended the throne in 1483, and 
died in 1498. 




Franoe, and to abnae and blind liie 
of this said leahn, the aaid rabcia and 
have c h oaa n to be their ^'^■r*"^ aw Ha^ 
lyddarT (Tkifar), son of KUmmd TjUk, 
ioaofOwen Tydte, whioh of hi* aafaitiiM 
and iniatiable oorelise enenMidielii aad nM^ 
eth upoo him the name and title and nfd 
estate of this realm of Eq^aiid: wdMnsali 
he hath no manner i ntpw a t, ii|pif^ fillip m 
colour, aa every man well knoweth; ibrkii 
deKended of bailard UooiL both of ftOcrli 
side and of mother^a dde; m tiie aaul Dm 
the grandiadMr was baaCaid bon^ and Idi 
mother was danghtar qdId Jofan Doika tf 
Somerset^ aon nuto John Barl of 
son unto Dame Kadwrina Swynfiacd, and tf 
their indonUe arontry* gotten; vhcBafaf it 
evidently a^peareth tiuit no title can nor ma 
in him, which fully intendeth to enter ika 
realm, proposing a conquest; and if he shoold 
achieve his false intent and purpose, every 
man^s life, livelihood, and goods, thaU be in 
his hands, liberty, and dispoaition ; wbatkf 
should ensue the disheriting and destmctian 
of all the noble and worshipful blood of thii 
realm for ever, and to the resistance and witb- 
standing whereof every true and natmal 
Englishman bom must lay to hia handa for ha 
own surety and weal. 

And to the intent that the said Henry 1^1- 
der might the rather achieve his lalee intoiit 
and piurpose by the aid, sniqport^ and asnst- 
ance of the king's ancioit enemy of France, 
(he) hath covenanted and bargained witih hna 
ana all the council of France, to give np and 
release in perpetuity all the right, title^ and 

^ Henry Tndor. Earl of Richmoad, who, in 1481. 
became King of England, &c., by the title of Hour 
VII. He died in 1509. ^^' 

" This ettlier means donble adnlteiy, timt ii 
adultery on both sides; or indubitable, nndouliliii 
adultery. 
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claim that the Kings of England have had and 
ought to have to the crown and realm of 
France, together with the duchies of Nor- 
mandy, Anjou and Maine, Grascony and Guis- 
nes Cassell,^ and the towns of Calais, Guisnes, 
Hammes, with the Marches appertaining to the 
same, and dissever and exclude the arms of 
France out of the arms of England for ever. 

And in more proof and showing of his said 
purpose of conquest, the said Henry Tydder 
hath goven {given), as well to divers of the 
said king's enemies as to his said rebels 
and traitors, archbishoprics, bishoprics, and 
other dignities spiritual; and also the duchies, 
earldoms, baronies, and other possessions and 
inheritances of knights, esquires, gentlemen, 
and other the king's true subjects within the 
realm ; and intendeth also to change and sub- 
vert the laws of the same, and to induce and 
establish new laws and ordinances amongst 
the king's said subjects. « 

And over this, and besides the alienations of 
all the premises into the possession of the 
king's said ancient enemies, to the greatest 
anytishment' {annihilation), shame, and re- 
buke that ever might fall to this said land, 
the said Henry Tydder and others, the king's 
rebels and traitors aforesaid, have extended 
(intended) ^ at their coming, if they may be of 
power, to do the most cruel murders, slaugh- 
ters, and robberies, and disherisons that ever 
were seen in any Christian realm. 

For the which and other inestimable dan- 
gers to be eschewed, and to the intent that the 
king's said rebels, traitors, and enemies may 
be utterly put from their said malicious and 
false purpose and soon discomforted, if they 
enforce^ {endeavour) to land, the king our 
sovereign lord willeth, chargeth, and com- 
mandeSi all and every of the natural and true 
subjects of this his realm to call the premises 
to their minds, and like good and true 
Englishmen to endower {furnish) themselves 
witii all their powers for the defence of them, 
their wives, children, and goods, and here- 

' [Query, if this does not mean the castle of 
Guisnes ? The original has Guyne Caseell.] 

' Aaeantisement— anientised is used by Chancer, 
in his tale of Melebeus, for reducing to nothing. 

' {Extended may perhaps mean here giten out--' 
made ftnoion.] 

* Or rather, make good their landing by force. 



ditaments, against the said malicious purposes 
and conspirations, which the said ancient 
enemies have made with the king's said rebels 
and traitors for the iSnal destruction of this 
land, as is aforesaid. 

And our said sovereign lord, as a well- 
willed, diligent, and courageous prince, will 
put his most royal person to all labour and 
pain necessary in this behalf for the resist- 
ance and subduing of his said enemies, rebels, 
and traitors, to the most comfort, weel, and 
surety of all his true and fiuthful liege men 
and subjects. 

And over this, our said sovereign lord 
willeth and commandeth all his said subjects 
to be ready in their most defmsible array to do 
his highness service of war, when they by open 
proclamation or otherwise shall be com- 
manded so to do, for resistance of the king's 
said rebels, traitors, and enemies. And this 
under peril, &c. 

Witness myself at Westminster, the twenty- 
third day of June,^ in the second year of our 
reign. 




Westminster, 
Weduescby , S3rd of June, 
1483. 2 K. III. 



s Some of our historians say. that King Richard 
was piocluimed on the 80th. and others, on the 22nd 
of June, 1483 ; the 23rd of June, in the second year 
of his reign, must therefore be in 1484.— [The 26th of 
June is the date now generally received as the actual 
time of his accession ; see ' Pictorial History of Eng- 
land.* vol. ii. p. 122. Dr. Shaws famous sermon 
was preached on Sunday. June 22, 1483. at Paul's 
Cross; on the following Tuesday the assembly at 
the Guildhall of London took place, at which Rich- 
ard presented himself and was hailed by a few as 
king ; and on the 26th he took upon himself the 
oflBce of king in Westminster Hall. He, however, 
afterwards hunself dated Anom the 22nd June, and 
his accession is so given in Sir N. H. Nicolas's * Chro- 
nology of History.' The date of the letter in any 
Kint of view must, however, be an error, and it may 
ve been that of the copyist ; but it is moat probable 
it is the date of the year, which should be 1484.] 



^The Autograph is taken firom an original in the possession of Tliomas Astle. Esq. 
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LETTER CCCCXU-(IV.vQLIL^897v> 

OflfiAMr* «at«r«d vpott ttMt oAe9 at MidiMbnu, 14U, t E. lU^ Ait ~ 
Oelober. 

7b Mr lfi«ly OMftcw^MlMMf /oAii Pa«li% i8W^<&j^ 

Ri«BT weU-bdoredy we gneet yoa well ; and 
fonmnch at the kkiff oar tovereign loud 
halhlate addiettedbii Iflttaiof conmiiitioii 
uiid«r hia teal unto lu^ laeitiiig by die aune 
tiiat hit hfg^"^fy undeMttDdiog certain of bit 
rebdt attoeiate to hit old enemiet of Seofc- 
laad, intendinff not only to tnmble hit peace, 
tfaa nobUa and aulijecttof thit realm tode- 
ttroy, tbeir goodt and pottetnont to tpoil^ and 
reward at £eir libertiet» but alto tne lawa of 
tiib land and holy churdi to tnbvert. 

Our taid mott diead tovcnign lord, at a 

CSurittian prince ^ hit taid enemiet and 

rebelt to retitt, bath attigned and oommanded 

ut to do all manner and odien defen- 

aible able to labour, at well archers at hob* 
belloB,' to come before ut and charge them 
• ••••. armed and arrayed every man after 
fait degree and power, to attend upon hit per- 
tonanduponut, to do him teryice, in defence 
at well of the church as of the said nobles 
and subjects of this realm, against his said 
enemies and rebels. We therefore will and in 



^mr^wSti j 



and eonmuttid ;piiyfliafc]]i aU ponublMlr. 
ye do (eaM»)tiiii to be pg nnkiii iadl i simIIIM 
all maniMr mtn abie to do Hw kitt| aarfii^* 
at well knighti^ enuirai^ and mmumimb^m 
towniupt and lumdredt, aa wnL wMuii'tai^ 
ehket and libortiet aa wilfaoaL wilfaio ia 
eoontiet of Sollblk and Norfbtt; and ihft 
tiwjr be charged to be ready at all tinjea^ opiB 
an iMnu't warning, and ordend, aeeoidfaig to 
Ifae latt oenunittion afim iiii% to attend wnaa 
bit giaea and upon at to do tnai aetne^ 
whatioefer Aey shall be ooauiiaiided; net 
fidling heno^ aa ye will aniww at yov periL 

Givn at Loiig8taattoii»« die MhAiyir 
October. 

And Autfaennove that ye giva dadenoaaBfa 
our tervant thit bringer, aa tfala aaaaa day wa 
received the kmg'a iwmmiaeion at fyn mil* 
afternoon. 

StTFPOLK, your fiieod. 

Long Strmttan, 
Wednesday, 80th of October, 
1484. 8R. III. 



LETTER CCCCXLI.— (V. vol. ii. p. 331.) 

We are here acquainted with the diversions and amnaements allowed in the houses of the nobility and gsaby 
during the joyous season of Christmas. We see likewise the respect paid to the memory of the hesid of a 
jGunily, when, at the Christmas following his death, none of the more merry or noby 
permitted. 

To my right wonkipjnl kuJbandy John Pa»ioH» 



Right worshipful husband, I recommend me 
unto you : please it you to weet that I sent 

1 The letter is defective in those places where dots 
are used. 

3 Hoblers. or hohilers, so called Arom the hobbies, 
or diminutive horses on which they rode ; or more 
probably from Ao6c7/m, the short jackets they wore. 
Tltey were light horsemen, and Twoved oi consider- 
able service to Edward III. in his French expeditions. 
By the tenure of their lands tiiey were obliged to 
maintain their nags, and were expected to be in rea> 
diness, when sudden invasions happened, to s^ead 
immediate intelligeuoe of the same throughout the 
country. 

s In Norfolk. 



your eldest son. to my Lady Morley,* to have 
knowledge what sports were need in her hoa» 
in Christmas next following after the decease 
of my lord her husband ; and she said rti** 
there were none disguisings, nor harping, nor 
luting, nor singing, nor none load dispoiti ; 
but playing at ^e tables, and che8fli,and cavdt; 
such disports she gave her folks leave to play 
and none other. 

Your son did hit errand right well, as ye 



« Widow of William Lovri. Lord Modey, who 
died the 23id of July, 1475. 
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shall hear after this. I sent your younger 
son to the Lady Staplet(ni,^ and she said ac- 
cording to my Lady Morley's saying in that; 
and as she had seen used in places of wwship 
thereas (where^ she hath been. 

I pray you that ye will assure to you some 
man at Caister to keep your buttery, for the 
man that ye left with me will not take upon 
him to breve* daily as ye commanded; he 
saith he hath not used to give a reckoning 
neither of bread nor ale till at the week^s end, 
and he saith he wot (knows) well that he 
should not condeneth (ffive content), and there- 



fore I suppose he shall not abide, and I trow 
ye shall be fain to purvey another man for 
Symond, for ye are never the nearer a wise 
man for him. 

I am sorry that ye shall not at home be for 
Christmas. 

I pray you that ye will come as soon as ye 
may ; I shall think myself half a widow, be- 
cause ye shall not be at home, &c. God have 
you in his keeping. Written on Christmaf 
even. 

By your servant and beadwoman, 
Margery Paston. 



Friday. 24th of December, 
1484. 2R.III. 






LETTER CCCCXLIL— (L vol. v. p. 305.) 



[This letter is from Dame Elizabeth Browne 
(formerly Poynings), the daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Paston the judge, to her nephew John 
Paston. Fenn supposes it to have been written 
" to disprove some assertion of William Pas- 

> Sir Miles Stapleton died in 1466. 

^^ To breve is to make up an account. How 
strictly this custom of breving was formerly observed 
in great houses may be known fh>m one of the dailt/ 
rules enforced in the family of the fifth Earl of 
Northumberland. " Furst, that the said clerkis be 
dayly nt the brevynge every day by vii of the cloke in 
the momynge. And theire to breve every oflker ac- 
cordynge as the custome is unco half howre after viii 
of the cloke. And that theire be no brackfasts dely- 
veret untq the tyme that all the officers have brevedJ* 
— See Household Book, p. 59. As this letter has no 
date of the year, I have some doubts where to place 
it, unl(«s we may suppose that the same respect 
would be paid to the memory of Margaret, mother of 
J. Paston, who was an heiress, and died in 1484, and 
w^hose will was proved on the 18th of December in 
that year. If I could have placed it earlier, I should 
have fixed u^ran the death of Sir John Paston, in 
November 1479, as the time of its being written ; but 
the present J. Paston was not married till 1477, and 
his eldest son being bom in 1478, was now only in 
his seventh year, which might be the case, as the ex- 
jiression that he *' dede hese heyme ryght wele" 
implies his being very young. 



ton concerning the matters in dispute between 
him and his nephew.^* As W. Paston is in no 
way alluded to throughout the letter, we do 
not see the value of tins guess, but Fenn ad- 
mires so indiscriminatingly the chief contri- 
butors to his Collection, that he enters, on too 
many occasions, into the petty feelings of dis- 
like which they appear to have entertained for 
William Paston. Except compliments, « the 
following is the letter : — ^^ Whereas ye desire 
me to send you word whether my brother 
John Paston, your father, was with my father 
and his, whom God assoil, during his last 
sickness and at the time of his decease at St. 
Bride^s or not. Nephew, I ascertain you 
upon my faith and poor honour, that I was 
fourteen, fifteen year, or sixteen year old, and 
at St. Bride^s with my father and my mother, 
when my father's last sickness took him, and 
till he was deceased ; and I dare depose be- 
fore any person honourable that, when my fa- 
ther's last sickness took him, my brother your 
father was in Norfolk, and he came not to 
London till after that my father was deceased ; 
and that can Sir William Cooting and James 
Gresham record, for they both were my fa- 
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FAflTON UBTTBB8* 



tiwr*! cittkM at l3itt time^'' Thei* are two 
daiiet to tiie l«tler» ** die Tlnind^ next before 
Whitfonday, tiw eeoond jeer of King Ridiard 
the Thiid" (ICay 19, 1485). which iteemtebed 
through with a pen; and then <<the SSid 



of Sratember. the llret year of the seign of 
Khv Henry tte Sevendu" It waa probaUj 
written on the flnt date^ but not tranemitM 
till the eeoondyaproof tliatita eontanliwefe 
not oonrideved very uigenL] 



LETTER CCCC;U4lU.-(VLTol.iLp.335.) 

Banrj. EarlofBidnMBd, hmdadiipoiiSitiiidaytfaeflkorAagiMt. 14tft,aftlIilfi)rdHaTMifai8o«fhWftkii 
this letter therelbra eoald not be written beiDie die IHday or Sataiday folknring (Uth or lath of ▲«(•*). 
Biduutd appeen not to luiTe regarded the Uading of the Earl ee anuMwr of thatgreat importaaee wUchil 
aoonbeeane: fbr.aaavaUantwinee.heeertainlywoaldhaTeietforwavdetonieethieeompotitoras 
peerible; and howver great hu veneration might have been for the day of ''the Aeenniptiaa of oiv 
jfnt his fears of kMdng a crown, for the poissMi on of wMdh he had ventnred everytUng, wo«M have besa 
■till neater, and woSd haw p r ompted nim to break hi upon the services doe to our Lady. TiMDakeof 
Norfolk sorrhed Rewriting of this letter only a few days, for he Johied bis royal nmsler, ami eonuaaaded 
llieTangniadofhieanny in the field of Boswocth, where he frU on Monday the fltnd of Angnet, vnUutiy 
flirting tox his sovereign lord and benefeetor. ^ 



Well-bblotbd friend, I commend me to jron ; 
lettin^f you to mideritend tliat the kuig*! 
enemies be a-land, and that die king woold 
have let forth as upon Monday, but only for 
our Lady-day;^ but for certain he goeth for- 
ward as upon Tuesday, for a servant of mine 
brought to me uie certamty* 

Wherefore I pray you that ye meet wifh 
me at Bury,' for, by the grace of God, I pur- 
pose to lie at Bury as upon Tuesday night; 



1 The Assumption of our LmIv, 15th of August. 
> Bury St. Edmimd's, in Suffolk. 



and that ye bring with you audi c ompa ny of 
tall men as ye may goodly make at my ooat 
and charge^ besides ttiat wluch y« have pro- 
mised Ihe king; and, I pray you, oidain 
them jaeketi^ of my livery, and I shall con- 
tent you at your meeting with me. 
Yoor lover, 

J. NoaroLK. 

Between the 8th and 15th of August, 
1485. 8 R. III. 



3 From this it appears that the royal army, when 
embodied, wasduthed io jackets of the livery of the 
respective great lords and commanders. 
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[We have now brought down our correspondence to the close of the reign of Richard III. 
To effect this in an unbroken chronological series, we have introduced abstracts of several 
letters from the fifth quarto volume, of which the copyright is yet unexpired, and upon the 
rights of which we should be sorry to trespass. There are only two letters in the fourth quarto 
volume belonging to the reign of Henry VII. ; but the fifth quarto contains many of that 
reign of a most interesting character. To all to whom expense is not an object, we can 
recommend the volume as a desirable one to possess. 

Taking it for granted that the reader, who has been admitted so freely into the family 
affairs and secrets of the Pastons, will feel some interest in their furtlier fortunes, we have 
added the pedigree of the family to its final extinction.] 
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INDEX. 



Aberoavknny, Lady, method of instituting chantries 
for. I. 93 

Advowsous to be purchased cheaper than lands, ii. 5 

Agricultural implements distrained upon, ii. 138 

Alen9on, Duke of, reward for the capture of, i. 70 

Almonds to be purchased, i. 89 ; ii. 44 

Amour, servant to be discharged for an, i. 123 

Ammunition, caution to be sparing of at Caister, 
ii. 37 

Appeal against John Paston for the murder of two 
men at the siege of Caister, ii. 42; notice of the 
proceedings in. ii. 54 

Archers, rate of i>ay of. ii. 80 

Arms, colours of, said to regulate colours of liveries, 
i. 69 ; regulations as to the bearing of, i. 117 ; 
tax upon suggestt'd, id. 

Arran, character of the Earl of, ii. 68 

Assize, writ of, notice of, i. 159 

Assizes at East Grinstead postponed on account of 
the illness of the judges, L 5. 

Attainder, bill of, patted by tiie Pftrliament at Co- 
ventry, i. 1 11 

Attleborough, action respecting the advowaon of, 
i.,79 

Autographs : — ^Duke of Buckingham, i. xvii i. 10 : 
Humphrey Duke of Gloucester: Ralph Lord 
Cromwell ; John Kempe, Archbishop of York ; 
Pliilip Morgan, Bishop uf Worcester ; William 
Grey, Bishop of Lincoln; John ^ffurd, Bishop 
of Bath and Wells ; John Langdou, Bishop of Ro- 
chester; William de la Pole, Earl oi Suffolk; 
Humphrey Stafford, Earl of Stafford (a! terwards 
Duke of Buckingham) ; John Holland, Earl of 
Huntingdon, i. xxiii. ; Agues Paston. i. 2 ; 
Margaret Paston, i. 5; James Gresham, id.; 
John Crane, i. 20 ; John Fastulf, Kuiglit, i. 21 ; 
John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, i. 26 ; John Mow- 
bray, Duke of Norfolk, i. 27 ; WillUm Wyr- 
cester, i. 31 ; J. Wyngefeld, i. 34; John He- 
venyngh'm. Knight, id, ; Alice Crane, L 35 ; 
William Paston, i. 43; John Qopton, i. 47; 
Thomas Lord Scales, i. 48 ; Eli/a)>eth Clere, 
i. 50 ; Edroond Ltird Grey of Ruthvn, i. 52 ; 
John Jenney, i. 64 ; John Chadworth, Bishop 
of Dncoln, i. 66 ; Richard Earl of Salisbury. 
i. 84 ; Elizabeth Poynings, i. 96 ; John Paston 
the older, i. 97 ; Wm. Botoner or Wytoenter, 
i. 104; Henry VL, L 106; Margaret Paston, 
i. 118 ;T. from Temple of Syon, i. 122; Ed- 
mond PaHton. i. 123 ; Thomas Play ters, i. 129 ; 
VOL. II. 



Thomas Dcnyes, i. 133 ; James Gloys, i. 139; 
John Russe, i. 142; Clement I'aston, L 144; 
John Mowbray, Duke of Nori'otk, i. 148 : John 
liOid Beaucharap, i- 156; G. Browne, i. 157; 
John Pitston, i. 158; Elizabeth Mundefprd, 
i. 160 ; Thomas Playters, i. 165 ; John Paston, 
the "older son," i. 16?; Nicholas Abbot of 
I^ngley, i. 171 ; John Paston the youngest. 
i. 173; Henrv Berry, i. 176; J. Wymondham, 
i. 194 ; John Felbrigge, i. 195 ; John Wykes, 
i. 196; Roger Taverham. i. 199; Hugh atte 
Fenne, ii. 9; William Ebesham, ii. 15; G. 
EboracuiP (George Nevile, Archbishop of York), 
ii. 46 ; " For trowyth," ii. 47 ; King Edward IV., 

ii. 50 ; O. D. (supposed Earl of Oxford), 

ii. 61; J. Arblaster, ii. b9; Lord Hastyngs, ii. 
82 ; Dame Elizabeth Brews, ii. 104 ; Margery 
Biewii, id.; J. l*ympe, ii. 109; M. P. Margery 
Paston. ii. 120; William Paston, jun. ii. 123; 
Constiiuec Revnvforlft* id. ; Walter Paston, ii. 
125; William' Pykenfcam, ii. 130; Elizabeth 
Duchess of Suffolk, ii 141 ; Richard lU., ii^ 
153 ; Margery Paston, ii. 155 

Badok of Richard IlL, engraving of, i. 177 
Bachelor of Arts, feast given on becoming, ii. 131 
Baggeworth, stewardship of, disposal of the, i. 76 
Banns of marriage, notice of tiie publishing of in • 

church, ii. 68 
Barley taken apparently for rent, ii. 5; price of, 

ii. 91, ii. 119 
Bamet. tnttle of, account of, ii. 60; noblemen 

killed at the, id. 
Bartholomew fair, London, notice of, ii. 63 
Basins and ewers wanting, i. 159 
Bayard, William Paston's horse, notice of, ii. 14 
Beaucharap, Richard, Earl of Warwick, notice 

of, i. XX 
Bedchamlier uad furniture, description of, i. 95 ^ 
Bedfellow, notice of the term and the custom, ii. 

128 
Bedford, John Plantagenet, Duke of, notice uf, i. 

xxi. ; debt due fh>m, to Sir J. Fastolf, i. 70 
Benefit of clergy, instance of its unjust effeot, i. 174 
Bemey, Philip, sudden death of, i. 45 
. John, death of, i. 140 ; caution at to his pro- 
perty, id. 
Berwick, full of Scots, i. 120 
Bever, tlif term noticed, i. 57 
Bible, pricttofa, ii. 13 
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Bill (military weapon), cost of polishing, ii. 82 

Black cloth, price of, i. 89 

Boleyn, Sir Jeffrey, notice of. 1. 55 

. notice of the family of, ii. 20 

Bondman, adjudication respecting a, i. 168 

Bonnets for men, notice of. ii. 18 

Bonvile, Lord, and the Eurl of Devonshire, variance 
between, i. 68 

Book of ti>e Meeting of the Duke and of the Em- 
peror, ii., 86 

Bookbinding, charges for, ii. 16 

Books, borrowed, notice respecting, ii. 87 ; price of 
a parson's library of, ii. 91 ; catalogue of John 
Paston's, ii. 142 

Boulogne, superstition respecting, ii. 113 

Bourdeaux, a staple of wine, i. 148 -. 

Bowet, Sir Nichol, appeal sued by, against Robert 
Oflford, i. 75 

Brackley, John, notice of, i. 99 

Brandon, William, notice of the outrages of, ii. 128 

Breving, explanation of the term, ii. 155 

Bromholm. application for timber for the repair of 
the Priory of, i. 115 ; a " livery " bought in, ii. 
38 ; tomb'of the Pastons in the church of, ii. 64 

— ^— ^-^ church, tomb of Sir W. Past on at, notice 
respecting, ii. 124, 127; cost of desks in the 
choir of, ii. 127 

Bruges, festivities at, on the marriage of the Duke of 
Burgundy, ii. 9 

Brussels, truce made at, between the Duke of Bur- 
gundy and the French king. ii. 78 

Burgesses, curious notice of pWes neglecting their 
right to send, to parliament, ii. 71 

Burgundy, embassy from, i. 90, 151 

, Duke of, marriage of the, with Margaret, 

sister of Edward IV., ii. 9; splendour of the 
court of, ii. 10 ; notice of the Duke and Duchess 
of, ii. 75 ; death of the Duke of, ii. 103 

Bury, assizes at, i. 176 

Cade's rebellion, account of, i. 21 ; some proceedings 
connected with, i. 31 

Caister, claim of the Duke of Norfolk to, asserted, 
i. 132; priests of, to be looked to, i. 139 ; ap- 
pointment of Edward IV. for the foundation of 
a college at, i. 182; importance of, in time of 
war, ii. 5; exx>ectc.d attack upon, ii. 11; pre- 
parations for the defence of, ii. 12; courts to 
be held by the Duke of Norfolk for, ii. 24; 
terms proposed as to, by the Duke of Norfolk, 
not acceptable to Sir J. Paston, ii. 32 ; but any 
terms to be accepted rather than endanger his 
brother's life, ii. 33: distress of the besieged in, 
ii. 34 ; men killed at, ii. id.., 42 ; John Paston 
encouraged to defend, ii. 37 ; letter of the 
Duke of Norfolk on the surrender of, ii. 40 ; 
letters of John Paston on the same occasion,ii. t^. 
41 ; state of, ii. 43 ; indictment of John Pastol 
for shooting two men at, ii. 48; negotiations 
respecting, ii. 70 ; farther negotiations for the 
possession of, ii. 73; taken possesiion of by 
Sir J. Paston on the death of the Duke of 
Norfolk, ii. 95 ; cost of the decree fur the resti- 
tution of, ii. 100 

Ck)llege, desire of Fastolf for the foundation 

of, i. 92; large sum required for a liceuce for, 



i. 93 : Airther proceedings as to. i. 94 ; notice 
of proceedings respecting, ii. 4; arrangement 
suggested for the payment of the priest of. ii 
120 
CSalais, reported siege of, i. 24 ; expected siege of, 
i. 81 ; sea-fight off, between the Earl of Warwick 
and the Spaniards, i. 90 ; a staple of wool, i. 
148 ; nnquiet state of, i. 163 ; approach of the 
French king to the attack of, ii. 84 
Calle, Richard, objections to the marriage of Mar- 
gery Paston with, ii. 24; denied intercourse 
^ with hb \rife, ii. 25; endeavours to dissolve 
the marriage contract of, ii. 29 ; his wife turned 
away from her motlier's house, id. ; divorce not 
to be attempted, ii. bO 
Cambridge. Judge Yelverton*s charge at the assizes 
at, i. 151 ; settlement of Walter Paston at the 
university of. ii. 101 
Candlesticks wanting, i. 169 
Canterbury, notice or a pilgrimage to. ii. 65 
Carlisle^ siege of, i. 131 ; Queen of Scots received 

at, 1. 166 
Carriers, notice of, i. xv 
Carrying, cost of, ii. 86 
Cassell, notice of the burning of, ii. 117 
Chancery, attachment out of, ii. 6 
Chaplainship of Caister given to the queen's chap* 

lain, ii. 14 ; value of, id. 
Chapman, curious accusation against, of bribery and 

slander, i. 164 
Chardeqvreyns as a medicine for bad air, i. 40 
Charles VII. of France, deatli of, i. 146 
Cherburg laken by the French, i. 24 
Cheshire, commons risen in, i. 178 
Cheve-day, notice of, i. 148 
Chevisance, notice of, i. 180 
Childermas-day, notice of a superstition respecting, 

i. 132 
Christmas, notice of the keeping of, ii. 66 ; festivities 

at, i. 121 ; manner of keeping, ii. 154 
Church preferment, qualifications requireil for, ii. 

129 
Clarence, Duke of, reward for the apprehension of, 
i. 24; joins his brother Edward IV. after his 
landing at Ravenspur, ii. 59 ; notice of the 
ground of dissension bt-tween the Duke of, and 
his brother the Duke of Gloucester, ii- 67 
Clerk of the kitchen, curious qualifications for, ii. 

97 
Clocks repaired by priests, notice of, ii. 45 
Cloth, scarcity of, in Suffolk and Norfolk, i. 69 
■ ■ of gold for covering a body or hearse, price 
of. ii. 95, 100 
Clothes, notice of the sort wanted at Eton College, 

ii. 129 
Cold, method of treatment for, ii. 94 
bllars of gold, act regulating the wearing of, i. 177 
]lector of taxes, rec^uest to be relieved from the 
ffice of, ii. 76 

e. opinions as to the place of founding Sir J. 
toffs, ii. 5 
CombaF, desire of John Bemey for the king's licence , 

for atfingie, i. 135 
Commissi(w of the peace, proposed changes in, i. 
178 ^t& inquire whv the Nodblk gentry did uut 
attend the king, i. 181 
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on swearing, notice of, 1. 133 
tiler, or searcher of Yarmouth, present pro- 
ised for the obtaiuiuji; the place of, i. 160 
rsation, curious specimen of, between Sir John 
istoQ and the Duchess of Norfolk, ii. 72 
cation of the clergy, one to be summoned, ii. 66 
lot to be exported! ii. 91 
ition of Edward IV., day of changed, i. 131 
er, J. Bemey falsely accused of the murder of 
i. 135 

mber, siege of, i. 126 
pondence, caution observed in, i. 141 
: Hall, account of proceedings at, i. 120 
> and leets, notice of, ii. 138 
I, use of the term by John Paston in address- 
g his wife, i. 140 

try, riot at, and Richard Stafford killed, i. 6 ; 
fray at, between the Duke of Somerset's men 
id the watchmen, i. 15 ; list of persons attainted 
' the parliament at, i. 10-1 
ter (Sir Philip), the Count of CreveccBur of 
lott's novel of Quentin Durward, notice of, ii. 
8 

r, riot at, against the Lord Scales, lord-admiral 
the county, i. 99 

veil. Lord, dispute of, with the Earl of War- 
ick as to the causers of the battle of St. Alban's, 
64 

>ows and other arms required for the defence 
' a house, i. SS 

NO, W., petition of against Sir W. Paston, i. 
dv 

and cinnamon to be purchased,!. 117; dates 
be purchased, ii. 44 ; peculiar use of, it 121 
mey, death of, in the siege of Caister, ii. 34, 37 
Iters of gentlemen not brought up at their own 
>mes, ii. 8, 17 

n's vestment, use to be made of, ii. 80 
, an insolvent's effects to be proportionally 
ivided for the payment of, ii. 67, 68 
lation, curious specimen of, i. 135 
!s, Thomas, commission to try the murderers 
F. i. 128 

am, dispute between the vicar of, and Master 
onstantine Dalby, settled, i. 18 
es fur the neck, notice of, i. 40 
ishire. Earl of, and Lord BonvUe, variance 
etween, i. 68 

, landing of the Courtneys in, ii. 51 

>r, curious example of the mayor of Norwich 

mdiug his own dinner to the person he Mras visit- 

ig, i. 185 

- party of John Paston, ii. 23 

isin, notice of the law as to, ii. 34 

lints, account of several, ii. 138 

!8s. illegal, notice of, ii. 8 

^sses, tumultuous manner in which they were 

lade, i. 140 

lets, worsted required for, i. 155 

Las, James, Earl of, notice of, i. 166 

ton, presentation to the living of disputed, i. 109 ; 

resentation to the living of requested, i. 150 ; 

istraint at, i. 186 

am, E<lward IV. arrives at, i. 172 

-f, notice of a Turkish, ii. ^ 



East Lkxham, the manor of, how recovered ttoxa a 
purchaser, i. 159 

Easterlings, notice of a naval engagement with the, 
ii. 81 

Ebersham, or Ebesham, W., the transcriber, notice 
of, ii. 7 ; bill of, for transcribing and writins^, ii. 15 

Edinburgh Review, opinion of, as to the publication 
of historical documents, i. xiii 

Education, severities practised in, i. 49 ; of youn;? 
women, notice of, ii. 8 

Edward IV., portrait of, i. 126 ; entry of into Lon- 
don, ii. 7 ; reported dissensions in the family of, 
id. ; progress of through Norfolk, ii. 22 ; decla- 
ration of, as to not interferin'g with law proceed- 
ings, ii. 23 ; letters of credence from, ii. 50 

Prince, son of Henry VI., varying accounts 

of the murder of, ii. 59 
v., portrait of, ii. 146 



Election intrigues, notice of, ii. 56; feast at Nor- 
wich, cost of a, ii. 70 

Elizabeth, afterwards queen of Henry VII., birth of, 
ii. 3 

, Duchess of Suffolk, autograph letter of, 

ii. 141 

Embracery, request of the assistance of the Duke of 
Norfolk for the punishment of, i 97 

England, great sickness in the towns of, ii. 63 

Euigmatical letter, i. 157 

Eton College, notice respecting, ii. 121, 122 

Exchequer tally, notice of, i. 70 

Exeter, Duke of, claims Sir J. Fastolfs place in 
Southwark. i. 102 

Exigent, writ of, notice of, i. 75 

Fastolf, Sir Jehn, letter of thanks for "rightful 
favours " in a lawsuit, i. 9 ; uath of, 1. 20 ; J. 
Payn urged to accuse him of treason, i. 21, 31 ; 
anuouncemeiit of his intentitm to reside at 
Caister, i. 43; spirited behaviour of, i. 57; de- 
claration of Costs of, due to him from the king, 
i. 71 — ^74; character of, i. 75; accounts, ill state 
of, i. 79, 80; auditors proposed, i. 80; losses 
by mercliandizing, i. 81 ; law business of, i. 96 ; 
death and biographical notice of, i. 100; dis- 

gssition of the goods of, i. 102 ; advice of the 
ishop of Winchester concerning his goods, i. 
103; burial of, id.; Book of the Valiant Acts 
of, in France, i. 152; commission appointed to 
inquire into the disputes respec ing the estates 
of, i. 161 ; testimony of Friar Mowght as to his 
will, ii. 21 

, Thomas, notice of, i. 54; marriage of, with 

one of J. Paston's daughters, proposed, i. 55 ; 
application of his mother respecting the ward- 
ship of, i. 193; expected attack of uponCabter, 
ii. 11 

Feedmen, notice of, i. 148 ; mimmoned to await on 
the king, i. 175 

Felbrigg, Lady, differences between, and John Pas- 
ton, i. 29 

Felbrtgge, Sir John, brutal behaviour of, to a lady 
in making a distress on some disputed premises, 
i. 19-t ; offers J. Paston one hundred marks for 
his asifistance, i. 195 

Female education, notice respecting, i. 34 

Fenn, Sir John, dates of his publication of FlKstoii 

m2 
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Letters, i. xiii. ; his opinions on the state of 
society contested, i. xviii 
Fieri facias, process under a writ of. i. 167 
Fines, notice of the levying of, ii. 49 
Fleet, assembling of a, to assist Henry VI., i.. 147 

Prison, letter from a prisoner in, complaining 

of oppression, i. 42; imprisonment of Juhu 
Fasten in. i. 192 ; deliverea from, id. 
Flemiugs, destruction of at Waxham, i. 3 
Flowerdew, rector of Draytun, process recommended 

for depriving him of the rectory, i. 187 
Forgeries, notices of some, i. 25 
Fortune-teller, or prophet, notice of a,ii. 76 
France, anticipated invasion from, ii. 52 ; king of. 
pilgrimage of, to Spain, i. 148 ; notice of the 
wars in, ii. 117 
French, appearuuee of the, on the coast of Norfolk, 
i. 86 ; and poetry, instruction taken in, i. 94 ; 
embassy, notice res][>ectiu.«:, ii. 88; Ring, em- 
bassy to, i. 146; King, and Ring of France, 
careful distinction in the use of the titles, ii. 10 ; 
MS. books, inquiry respecting, ii. 7 
Frere, William, emtor of last volume of Fasten 

Letters, i. xiii 
Frieze to be purchased, i. 89 
Funeral chafes, exceptions to, ii. 68 

Geant, a medicated treacle, notice of, i. 200; mer- 
chant's marks on, id. 

Geneva, or gin, notice of, i. 199 

Gloucester, Humphrey Plantagenet, Duke of, notice 
of, i. xxi 

, Duke of, ground of dissension between 

him and his brother Clarence, ii. 67 ; and 
Clarence, contentions between the Dukes of, 
ii. 77 

Gloys, priest and confessor, quarrel of, with John 
Fasten, ii. 69 

Goshawk, earnest desire for one, ii. 72 
* Grown, cost of, temp. Hen. VII., i. 2 
^ Gowns, men's, notice of, i. 83; notice of the ma- 
terials for, ii. 119 

Gransou, account of the battle of, ii. 99 

Grave-cloth, notice of, ii. 98 

Green, Dr., prophecy of, i. 68 

ginger of almonds, i. 5 

wax, notice of, ii. 44 

Greenwich, the residence of the court, 1454, i. 56 

Ghresham, disputes with the Lord Molyns as to the 
manor of, i. 23 ; ground-plan of the mansion at, 
ii. 64 

Grey, Lord, proposal of marriage from, i. 52 

Grocer who sells hawks, notice of, ii. 71 

Guisnes, notice of the defence of, ii. 1 14 

Gurney, Thomas, ** a clerk convict " of murder, 
escapes by claiming benefit of clergy, and his 
man is hanged, i. 173 

Half, forcible entry upon the manor of, i. 122 

Hammes, siege of the castle of, i. 146 

Harcourt, Sir Robert, and two others, indicted for 

killing Richard Stafford at Coventnr> i- 6 
Harfleur, capture of, i. 2 
Harness, articles of, action against W. Dylmyn for 

non -delivery of, i. 179 
Hats, notice of,u. 19 ; price of, ii. 95 



Haubergeon, notice of, i. 51 

Hauteyn, John, petition of, for counsel to be ap- 
pointed him against Agnes Paston for the n- 
covei-y of the manor of Oxnead, i. 7 

Hawk, worthlessness of the one sent to J. Fatten, 
ii. 74 

Hawks, different sorts of. noticed, ii. 71 

Hemuale's Hall, forcible entry upon, account of, 
i. 153 

Henry VI., portrait of, i. xiv. ; articles for the i^overn* 
ment and education of, i. xx — ^xxii. ; borrowing 
money for his Christmas expenses, i. 'd2 ; offers to, 
of foreign alliances to assist in the French wan, 
id. ; account of the recovery of, i. 56 ; movements 
of. after the battle of St. Alban's, i. 62 ; reported 
sickness of, i. 68 ; movements of, i. 82 ; and 
Queen Margaret, flight of, into Scotland, i. 127 

VII., notice of the landing of, ii. 156 

Herrings, price of, i. 57 

Heveningham, Sir John, captain of the Duke of 
Norfolk's forces against Caister. ii. 30; pro- 
posals of, for an accommodation of differences, 
td. 

Heylesdon, forcible entry of the Duke of Suffolk 
upon, i. 188; determined resistance of Mar- 
garet Paston against, id. ; Duke of Suffolk sup- 
posed not to know of the violence of his agents, 
1. 190; destruction of the place and churoi at, 
by the Duke of Suffolk's men. i. 191 

Hicklmg, Fastolf 's dispute with the prior of, i. 31 

Highways, reported insecurity of travelling on, i. 69 

Hoblers, notice of, ii. 154 

Hogan, a pretended prophet, notice of, ii. 76, 77, 80 

Horse, one wanted for Edmund Paston, i. 163 ; di- 
rections for the purchase of a, ii. 55 ; price of a, 
ii. 67: desirable qualities of a, ii. 109; price of 
a, ii. 117 

harness, price to be paid for, ii. 45 

Horses bought at St. Faith's fair, near Norwich, i. 
185 

Hosiers at Black&iars, commission for articles from, 
i. 191 

House in St. Lawrence parish to be had cheap, i. 
122 

Household stuff, notice of, i. 45 

Households of the nobility, notice of the officers in, 
i. 108 

Houses, wooden, application for leave to remove 
one, i. 33; in Norwich, rent of one, i. 45 

Howard, quarrel with J. Paston, i. 143 

Illitminations in MSS., charges for, ii. 16 
Indictment of John Paston and others for shooting 

two men at Caister, ii. 48 ; of Pampyng and 

Broom for the same, ii. 49 
Inglos, death of Sir Harry, i. 30 
Intercourse, limited means of, ii. 62 
Interest, notice as to the rate of, ii. 83 
Invasion threatened in favour of Henry VI. with 

120.000 men. i. 150 

Jack, or jacket, notice of, i. 51 

Jerusalem, a Chronicle of, i. 152 

Judges appointed for life by George III., i. 28 

Juries, conversation respecting the influeneinff of, i. 

87 



INDEX. 



165 



application of the Earl of Oxford to J. Paston 
) secure a fair jury in an action for debt, i. 33 

e, regular procedure of, i- 82 
at Bruges, aescription of, ii. 9 

', indictments of John Paston, Earl of Oxford, 

nd others in, i. 78 

dhmen, reported rising of, ii. 151 

ithood, pledge of. in borrowing money, i. 58 

Its of the shire, influence ust'd tor the election 

f, i. 60 ; proceedings for the election of, i. 6J 

ASHTRE, commons risen in, i. 178 

, rent of twenty acres of, i. 32 ; terms of rcnt- 

Qg, i. 36 

ed property, value of. i. 24 

i, terms for the letting of, ii. 83 

ey, abbey of, notice of, i. 114; claim of rents 

ue to, i. 171 

verses, specimen of, ii. 57 
iham, Suffolk, notice of, i. 151 

asserted assembly of persons to overawe at 
roceedings at, i. 28 ; proceedings suspended by 

letter from the king, i. 106 
's, value attached to, i. 36 
r, curious caution to observe whether it had been 
roken open before being delivered, ii. 57^ 72 
rs, mode of folding and sealing, i. xv 
ce for a chapel, notice respecting, ii. 75 
tiousness of the age. opinions as to the, i. 199 

Snoring, purchase of, hy the Earl of Warwick, 
.59 

ied retainers, regulations as to, ii. 27 ; number 
f Sir John Paston's, ii. 28 ; of the Duke of 
i^ort'olk's, id. 

ies. cloth required for, i. 69 
y of lauds, attendance required for, i. 148 

— of the Pastons, murrey and tawny, i. 170 ; 
jIouts of the Duke of Norfolk's, ii. 28 

>ards, two, handed at London for rioting, i. 82 
on, riot in, i. 82; notice of sickness in, ii. 131 

— bridge, battle at, during Cade's rebellion, 
■ 22 ; head of Thomas Fauconbridge set upon, 
.65 

— physicians, caution against taking medi- 
ines from, i. 181 

verses by a lady, temp. Henry VI. or Edward 

v., ii. 144 

., Lord, notice of. i. 196 

)U, John, singular case of outlawry of, i. 2 

Iton, Thomas, afterwards the famous judge, 

sked for as counsel by John Hauteyn, i. 8 

TENANCS, notice of the law term, i. 103 
ity, royal, first use of the term, i. 44 
on. curious election proceedings at, ii. 69 
price of. u. 91, 93 

lers, social and domestic, gmeral character of, 
. xiv. ; state o/, . xviii 
ti, unseasonable weather in, ii. 106 
uret. Queen, list of persons in Scotland with, i. 
47 

— - Tudor, Duchess of Richmond, notice of, i. 15 
of Burgundy, marriage of, to the Emperor 
faximilian. ii*. 118 
iage articles between Eliiabeth Paaton and 



John Clopton, i. 47 ; portion, arrangement for / 
board and lodging instead of, ii. 105 ; n^otia- 
tions as to the amount uf, ii. 107 et »eq. 

Mawteby, Margaret, afterwards wife of John Paston, 
introduction of, i. 1 ; new gown wanted for, i. 2 

Men sent for the defence of Cuister, ii. 12; to be 
treated courteously, ii. 13 

Mestlyon and wheat distrained upon» ii. 139 

Mill and lands, rent of, i. 185 

Millefoil-water, notice of, ii. 102 

Mint-water, notice of, id. 

Money and com for victualling a barge at Yarmouth, 
method of raising, i. 123 ; caution obeer^'ed in 
transmitting, ii. 14; large sums of. reported to 
be sent to the Earl of Oxtord, ii. 79 ; rusty, 
notice respecting, ii. 91 

Monk, anecdote of a young, ii. 57 

Montagu, death of the Marquis of, ii. 60 

' Month's Mind,' notice of, i. 102 

Monumental cfligies, notice respecting, ii. 136 

Morley, Lady, claim of, on John Paston, i. 13 

Morton. Bishop of Ely, notice of, ii. 78 

Muskball, n«>tk:e of, ii. 89 « 

Mustyrddevyilers, notice of Uie term, ii. 119 

Naunton, notice of Uie family of, i. 120 

Neckerchiefs, notice of, ii. 18 

Necklaces, notice of, i. 40 

Newman's Place, Norwich, rent of, i. 45 

News, difiiculties in believing in. i. 107 

Noblemen's council, description of, ii. 70 

Nonsense verses, early specimen of, at Eton School, 
ii. 122 

Norfolk, speech of John Mowbray, Duke of. i. 26 

, proclamation of tlie Duke of, i. 67 ; Duke 

of, intends to keep his Christmas in Wales, i. 
165; Duke of, summons from to J. Paston to 
attend at Framlingham as counsel, i. 196; Duke 
of, negotiation of tlie, for the purchase of Caister, 
ii. 12 ; christening of the daughter of the Duke 
of, ii. 51 ; death of the Duke of, ii. 95 

-, Kuthar ne Duchess of, notice of, i. 1 ; de- 



sires John Paston to have his house prepared for 
her, i. 1 

-, notice of an election for member of parlia- 



ment for, i. Ill ; stitte of the county of, i. 118 ; 
election for the county of, i. 124 ; sttte of the 
county,!. 130; riots feared in, id.; letter fh)m 
the kins concerning the elections for, i. 173; 
election, notice of, ii. 70 

thread, notice of, as an article of dress, i. 35 



North of England, risings in the, ii. 51 
Northumberland, siege of three castles in, i. 172 
Norwich, election riot at. i. 35; sickness at,i. 39; 
arrival of Queen Margaret in, id. ; preparations 
for receiving the queen at, ii. 27 ; notice of sick- 
ness in, ii. 133 
Nuys, siege of, ii. 90 

Oats', price of, ii. 91, 93 

Ode's (John) inheritance, letter of the Bishop of 

Lincoln respecting, i. 66 
Offices of state, promotions to, i. 91 
Oil, use of in salads, ii. 2 
Oranges, notice of, ii. 45 
Orleans, release of the Duke of, i. 2 
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Orthography and punctuation of original letters, 
specimen of, i. xvi 

Onch. with diamond, notice of, ii. 18 

Ovid's poems, notice of, i. 181 

Oxford, preparations of the Earl of against the land- 
ing of Edward IV., ii. 58; escapes the treachery 
of his chaplain, ii.61 ; attempt of, to escape from 
Hammes Castle, ii. 129 

University, expenses of residence at, ii. 124; 

notice as to taking of degrees in, ii. 130 ; by any 
of the royal family, id. 

Oxnead, manor of, recovered by John Hauteyn, i. 
7 ; and released again, id. 

Oyer and Terminer, partial proceedings at a session 
of, i. 28 

Paper of original letters, description of, i. xvii. ; 

scarcity of, i. 134 
Pardon, J. Paston's not to be obtained witiiout much 

money, i. 163 ; notice of, ii. 62 
Parliament, influence of aristocracy on elections for 
members of, considered, i. xix. ; proceedings of 
iRgainst the Duke of Somerset and others, for 
causing the battle of St. Alban's, i. 65 
Partrick, John, vicar of Paston, dispute with, L 7 
Passage-boats between Dover and Calais taken by 

the French, ii. 77 
Paston, a man captured by the enemy from the sea- 
shore at, i. 85 

, Agnes, severe treatment of her daughter by, 

i.50; deatii of . ii. 131 

, Elizabeth, proposals for the marriage of with 

Sir William Oldhall, i. 46 ; proj^osals for the mar- 
riage of with John Clupton, td. ; Scroope pro- 
posed as a husband for, i. 49 

, J., Billing*s character of, i. 43 ; struck with 

a dag;!er by one of Howard's men, i. 143 

, Sir John, death of, ii. 134 

Letters, original edition of, i. xiii 

-, proof of authenticity of, i. xv, xvi 



-, timber required fur repairs at, i. 7 
•, Walter, death of, ii. 131 



Pecquigny, notice of the peace of, ii. 94 

Pedigree of the Paston fkmily, ii. 158 

Perse, notice of the imprisonment of. i. 124 ; doubt 

as to the nature of the offence for which he was in 

prison, i. 186 
Pestilence in London, notice of, i. 54 ; at Norwich, 

notice of, i. 109 
Petition to the Duke of Norfolk respecting Cabter, 

ii.75 
Pewter vessels wanted, i. 159 

Physician sent for to Cambridge from Norfolk, i. 158 
Pie, or magpie, worthlessness of a speaking, ii. 74 
Pilgrims captured by the enemy oti the sea-shore of 

Norfolk, but released again, i. 85 ; use of in con- 
veying letters, &c., ii. 62 
Pirate taken, and to be executed, ii. 85 
Poetry and French, instruction taken in, i. 94 
Points and silk laces, to be brought from London, ii. 23 
Pole, Lady, money due to for the board of Elizabeth 

Paston, i. 96 
Political agitation, directions for exciting in N(»rfolk, 

i. 37 ; sermon, notice of a, i. 99 
Poyinu.s{8, Elizabeth (late Paston), request of for the 

lemainder of her marriage portion, i. 96 



Poynings* law, notice of, ii. 1 

Presents to ladies, suggestions as to what are aeeept* P 
able, ii. 71 

Priset, Judge, reproof of by Judge Yelverton, i. 28 

Prison, expense of weekly board in, i. 187 

Private chapel at Mawteby, licence requested for, tL 
91.92 

Privy Seal, notice of a letter under the, for raisiif 
troo))S, i- 98 

Proclamation of the Earls of March. Warwick, and 
Salisbury, i. 66 ; of Edward IV., i. 162 ; of Kini 
Richard III., u. 152; of Duke of Suffolk, iL 154 

Proverbs, i. 149 

Protection granted to Todenham, Heydun, and 
others, i. 65 

Puke gowns, notice respecting, ii. 97 

Purveyance for winter, i. 15-4 

Radford, Nicholas, murder of, i. 68 

Ravenspur, notice of the landing of Edward IV. tt, 
ii. 59 

Ray-gown, notice of, ii. 43 

Recorders of cities asserted to be eligible for mem- 
bers of parliament, i. 37 

Replevin, writs of, notice of, i. 187 

Rhyming letter, specimens of, ii. 104, 111 

Richard III., portrait of, ii. 150 

Right of way, dispute as to, i. 11 

Rising Castie, gathering < f suspicious people at, i. 199 

Rivers, Lord, rude language used townrds, and 
Sir Anthony Widville, by the Earls of Salis- 
bury and Warwick, i. 105 ; robbed of his jewels 
and plate in Italy, ii. 99; notice of him as an 
agricultural improver, ii. 138 

Robberies on the road to London, reports of, i. 69 

Rome, extortion as to the expenses of some proceed- 
ings at, ii. 83 
•.Royal household, economy of, i. 144 

Sacrament, licence desired for administering in a 
private chapel, ii. 91, 92 

St. Alban's, notice of the first battie of, i. 61 ; num- 
ber of men killed at. i. 62 

St. Augustine. Canterbury, misfortunes of the mo* 
nastery of, i. 175 

St. Leonard, priory of, pilgrimage to. i. 4 

St. Omers, notice of the siege of, ii. 117 

Salet, notice of, i. 51 

Salisbury, sickness of the Earl of. i. 84 

Salt, price of a wey of, i. 32 

Sanctuaries, notice of, ii. 64 

Sanctuary, expeusive residence in the. ii. 15 ; Queea 
of Edward IV. and others in, ii. 53 

Sandwich, Lord Rivers and Sir Anthony Widville 
taken at, and carried to Calais, i. 104; KinK 
Edward IV. coming to, to remedy some dissen- 
sions at, i. 196 

Saxthorp, curious mode of preventing the holding 
of a court at, ii. 43 

Scales, Lord, letter f^om, com]plaintng of the im- 
pounding of some beasts, i. 48; and offer of 
arbitremeut as to matters in dispute, td. ; im- 
puted cowardice of, i. 163 

Scotch and Welsh, unquiet state of the, i. 163 

Scotland, embnssy from. i. 146; embassy to, i. 165; 
truce concluded with,i. 170 
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^ts defeated at Carlisle, i. 131 

Scrutiny for the election of a member for the coanty, 

recommended by John Paston, i. Ib6 
3ea-ftglit between the Spaniards and the Earl of 

Warwick,'!. 90; reported, i. 162 
Seal, price of a, ii. 17 
Seals : — Kicharid Karl of Warwick, i. 59 ; Richard 

Duke of York, i. 60 ; Henry VI., i. 106 ; Nicholas 

Abbot of Lanj{ley , i. 1 14 ; Clement Paston, i. 

116; Margaret Paston, i. 118; T. from Temple 

of Syiin. i. 122; Thomas Playters, i. Iii9; John 

Berney, i. 138; John Rus^e, i. 142; Sir John 

Paston, ii. 7; Hugh at Fenue, ii. 9; Earl of 

Oxford, ii. 45 
?ermon preached at Norwich, on Whitsund:iy, temp. 

Henry VI., i. 112 
Sexton, or sacrist, office of, 1. 184 
Sheep driven from Heylesdon to Causton to avoid 

the Duke of Suffolk's seizure, i. 189 
SheriflTof Norfolk, bribe offered to for his influence, 

but refused, i. 87 
, William, violent proceedings of Lord Welles 

and others against, i. 77 
Sheriff's silver, notice of, i. 38 

return, proceedings on a false one, ii. 96 

Ships, different sorts of, i. % 

Siege of Thebes, notice of the book of the, ii. 68 

Signet, importance of, i. 117 

Silk, application for, i. 45 

Sleeping-time, notice of, i- 76 

Snoring, parson of, put in the stocks, i. 137; accused 

ot being concerned in the murder of Deny&t, i. 138 
Soldiers, extortion uf money by disbanded, i. 137 

, livery of, i. 157 

Somerset, Duke of, in prison, i. 43 ; return of the, 

from France to Scotland, to join Queen Margaret, 

i. 147 ; sues for grace, i. 162 
Spices, inquiry as to the prices of, ii. 66 
Spiritual order, uotice uf John Pastun belonging to 

a, i. 121 
Spoons, notice of, i. 83 
Stafford, Richard, killed at Coventry by Sir Robert 

Harcourt, i. 6 
^, Humphrey, Earl of, afterwards Duke of 

Buckingham, notice of, i. 10 
Stamford, movements after tlie battle of, ii. 47 
Steel-bows, inquiry for a workman to repair, ii. 25 
Stratford, pirson of, behaviour of, i. 25 
Saffolk, Lady, application of for the appointment of 

the sheriff of Norfolk, i. Ill 
and Norfolk, discontents in, i. 26; alleged 

partiality of the sherilf oi, id. ; rumoured rising 

iu,ii.'/9 

-, Duke of. articles of impeachpnent against. 



i- 15 ; advice of to his son, i. 1? ; account of the 
death of, i. 18, 20 ; William de la Pole, Duke of, 
accoimt of his tomb at Wmgtield, ii. 125 

Sugar to be purchased, i. 89; &c., commission to 
purchase five shillings' worth, ii. 66 

Siigar-loaf wanted, i. 134 ; &c., money sent for the 
purchase of, ii. 44 

Supper at Framlingham, cost of, ii. 71 

Swainsthorp, tenure of by petit sergeanty, i. 16 

Syrup, Master Roger's, notice of, ii. 44 

Tailbots, application to Lord Beaumont for force to I 



resist the violent proceedings of Lord Welles 

against his servant, i. 78 
Tkverham. R., offers his estate for his life to J. 

Paston, i. 197 ; ascertains his father's death, and 

begs Paston's assistance in getting possession of 

his patrimony, i. 198 
Temple, oflSces accepted by lawyers in the, as excuses 

for not residing with their wives, i. 32 
Temple of Glass, notice of the poem so called, ii. 67 
Testimonial of the commons of Norfolk, to be sent to 

the king, i. 135 
Thames, forty sail of ships stopped in the, to convey 

men to Calais, i. 162 
Thetford, large session expected at, i. 41 ; sessions 

at, i. 150; assizes at, i. 151 
Tiles, notice respecting the scarcity of in Norfolk, ii. 98 
Tippets of worsted, price ot, i. 155 
Todenham, Sir Thomas, notice of, i. 58 ; inquiries 

after certiiin obligations of to the convent of 

Norwich, i- 161 
Token, instance of the custom of using, ii. 51 ; 

notice of the custom of using a token as a se- 
curity, ii. 61 
Tokens used as a security in depositing articles, i. 82 
Tombstone for Sir John Paston, notice respectiu};, ii. 

136 
Tournay at Eltham, notice of the, ii. 21 
Towton, notice of the battle of, i. 127 ; list of persons 

slain at, i. 128 
Transcription, charges for, ii. 15 
Travelling, usual method of, i. xiv 
Treacle used as a medicine, i. 30 

of Genoa, price of, ii. 133 

Treasons, bill of, presented to parliament against the 

Bishop of Norwich and others, i. lo9 
Truce at Caibter, notice of, ii. 31 
Trunch, coin at, taken for rent to Gimminghara, i. 7 
Tumults, anticipation of, ii. 77 
Tunstall, Sir Richard, and Byllingham, beheaded, 

i. 166 
, Sir William, taken prisoner in Bam- 

borough Castle, i. 165 
Turkish dwarf, notice of a, ii. 46 

Unouentum album, notice of, i. 122 

Valentines, custom of choosing, ii. 104, 105 
Venison, present of. from the Earl of Oxford to Sir J. 

Fastolf, i. 92 
Verses, specimen of, i. 155 
Victualling and command of ships, conversation 

respecting the, i. 169, 170 

Waoks to soldiers, order for payment of, ii. 55 
Wales yielded to the kin^, i. 146 

, state of affairs in, 1. 178 

Walsingham, pilgrimage to our Lady of, i. 4, 10 ; 

pilgrimage of the Duke of Norfolk to. i. 93 ; 

pilgrimage of Edward IV. and his queeu to, ii. 

27 ; pilgrimage of the Duchess of Norfolk to, ii. 

55; pilgrimage of the Duke and Duchess of 

Norfolk to, ii, 63; pilgrimage of the Duke of 

Buci%ingham to, it 12b 
Ward, strange treatment of a, i. 51 
Wardship of a minor, sum named for procuring of 

the, 133 
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Watlike staffs, eantion to be sparing of at Caiiter, ii. 
37 

W.iTwiek, Earl of. hig articles for the government of 
Henry VI., i* xk 

means used by, to rsnse money, i. 

d;< ; dispute of the.'with Lord Onmwell as to ihe 
GauBCNni of the battle of St. Alhan's, i. 64 ; and his 
party, prayer for, i. 1 11 ; departureof, forScotland, 
with 20,000 men, i. 165 ; receives in embassy the 
queen of Seuts, i. 170 ; death of it. 60 

Wax-lights at a funeral, liiifh char;;e for, ii- 6S 

Welles, Lord, violent proceedings of against a servant 
of William TaUbuys, i. 77 

Wenyngtuu, Robert, his aoeount of a naval engage- 
ment, i. 119 

Wheat, price of, ii. 91 , 93 

Wight, a fleet of captured ships brought into the 
Isle of, i. 119 

Will, caution necessary in administering to a, ii. 4: 
long interval before the administration to a, ii. 
63 ; suggestions to Margaret Paston as to her 
will, ii. 140 

Williamson, Sir Robert, complaint of at being sued 
for the rescue of a person arrested during mass, 
i. 12 

Wiltshire, Earl of, taken prisoner, i. 128; execution 
of, i. 129 

, insurrection in, i. 24 

Wioe, lai^ provision to be made against the Ring's 
progress through Nitrfolk, ii. 85 

Wiuj^field church, monuments at, to the De la Poles, 
1. 19 ; notice of the monuments to the Dukes of 
Suffolk at, ii. 125 

Wingtield, Sir Robert, contrivance of, to avoid pay- 
ing a legal debt, i. 3 

Winterton, account of a wreck at, ii- 118 



Witnesses, characters of two. ii. 4 
Wood and hay cheapest in July, i. 134 

, estimated value of, ii. 68 

sales, frequency of in Norfolk, ii. 66 

Wooings of J. PaHton— to Elizabt^th El>orton, 
widow at Blackfriars, id. ; Ladv WulijrH 
87, 88; Stocton's daughter, ii*. 88; M 
Fitzwalter, ii. 100; Anonymous, ii. 101 
gery Brews, ii. 102 et seq. ; Mistress Burl 
107 
Wool, price of, i. 185 
Worcester, Tiptofk Earl of, to be executed, ii. 

, \\ illiiim, complaint of the small 

his wages, i. 91 
Worsted in Norfolk, notice of, i. 155 
Wreck, right of, notice of acLiim of, ii. 118 
Writing-box of cypress, notice of, ii. 86 
Writings, caution respecting the preservati 

ii. 3 ; ii. 62 
Wymondham, J., invitation of to Margaret 
to reside with him on account of sickness 
house, i. 194 

Yarmouth and Cromer, insecurity' of, i- 16 
to be provided against a hostile 

i.86 
Year-day, notice of. ii. 8 
Yelverton, William, judge in Kind's Bench, 

of, i. 10 ; solicits the goo<l offices of Si 

Fastolf with the court, i- 12; reproof 

Judge Priset, i. 28 
Yeoman <»f the ewry, notice of, i. 108 
York, petition of Richar<l Duke of, i. 32; D 

and other lords, copy of a letter from i 

Henry VI., i. 43; marriage of the youn| 

ol, to A UUP Mow bray, ii. 120 
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